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RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/EAP/VLC/CCS/OCS// 
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RUE AlIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC//DEA/SEA/IS/DDO/EA/ICOG// 
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RUEHST/USDAO SANGKOK TH//PW-HIA/ 
RUEHST/CJTFFA DET ONE SAGKOK TH 
ST 
UNCLAS //N03460// 
SECTION 01 OF 02 
DIA PASS TO DOD POW-HIA CENTRAL DOCUHENTATION OFFICE// 
HSGID/SYS.RRH/CDR JTF-FA/J2// 
AHPN/SUBJ/INTERVIEW OF REQUESTED SOURCE, NGUYEN XUAN NGOAN// 
REF/A/FAX/DET 2/16HAY93// 
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AHPN/SUBJ: LIST OF PERSONS FOR INTERVIEW-SENATOR KERRY, ENTRY 
NUHSER IS OF 83// 
RHKS/l. BACKGROUND. ON 22 HAY 1993, A JOINT US/VIETNAN 
INTERVIEW TEAH INTERVIEWED HR. NGUYEN XUAN NGOAN, A 54-YEAR-OLD 
RETIRED PAVN SENIOR CAPTAIN, CURRENTLY RESIDING IN HUU THUONG 
HAN LET, THUONG HOA VILLAGE. HOANG LONG DISTRICT. NINH BINH 
DISTRICT. THE TEAN HET AT THE ANTE-BUILDING HEETING ROOH OF THE 
GOVERNHENT GUEST HOUSE. 2 LE THACH STREET, HOAN KIEH DISTRICT. 
HANOI, TO INTERVIEW HR. NGOAN. LISTED IN REFERENCE. BELIEVED TO 
BE A POTENTIAL SOURCE OF INFORHATION CONCERNING U.S. PERSONNEL 
HISSING IN ACTION IN VIETNAN. THE U.S. CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF 
HR, KEITH GARY FLANAGAN. DET 2 JOINT TASK FORCE-FULL ACCOUNTING 
(JTF-FA' CASUALTY RESOLUTION SPECIALIST; AND PETTY OFFICER JOHN 
HARVEY. JTF-FA LINGUIST. THE VIETNANESE CENTRAL GOVERNHENT 
CONTINGENT CONSISTED 0.< LTC LE KY, HINISTRY OF DEFENSE; AND 
HR. NGUYEN THANG LOI, HINISTRY OF INTERIOR. ON 21 HAY 1993, 
CENTRAL GOVERNHENT CADRE DROVE TO NINH BINH PROVINCE AND ESCORTED 
HR. NGOAN TO HANOI. ON 22 HAY 1993, LTC KY ESCORTED HR. NGOAN TO 
THE GOVERNHENT GUEST HOUSE. HR. NGOAN SAID HE HAD NOT BEEN 
INTERVIEWED BY JOINT TEANS PREVIOUSLY. 
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2. SUHHARY. THE SOURCE PROVIDED EYEWITNESS INFORHATION 
CONCERNING THE ALLEGED DEATH AND BURIAL OF TWO U.S. SERVICEHEN IN 
AN LAO DISTRICT, BINH DINH PROVINCE IN APPROXIHATELY JULY 1967. 
UNABLE TO LOCATE THE BURIAL SITE ON AVAILABLE HAPS, THE SOURCE 
OREW A SKETCH HAP (ATTACHHENT ONE) DEPICTING THE PAVN STRATEGIC 
ROUTE ALONG WHICH THE SOURCE CLAIHS THE TWO U.S. SERVICEHEN WERE 
BURIED IN A BUNKER. THE SOURCE SAID THAT HE HAD SHARED SOHE OF 
THIS INFORHATION WITH HEHSERS OF HIS FANILY AND HAD RELATED THIS 
INFORHATION TO A GROUP OF VETERANS BUT HE HAD NEVER TRIED TO 
DESCRIBE OR LOCATE THE PRECISE BURIAL LOCATION UNTIL HE DREW THE 
SKETCH FOR THIS JOINT TEAN. THE SOURCE'S STATEHENTS AND SKETCH 
OF THE INCIDENT AREA PROBABLY CORRELATE TO TWO ACTIVE POW/HI A 
CASES. 
3. DET AILS. 

A. AFTER FORHAL INTRODUCTIONS DURING WHICH THE JOINT TEAN 
EXPLAINED ITS HISSION AND OBJECTIVES, THE INTERVIEW SUBJECT, 
HR. NGUYEN XUAN NGOAN (NGUYEENX XUAANS NGOANX), BEGAN BY STATING 
THAT SINCE 1973 HE HAD NEVER SEEN LIVE U.S. PRISONERS OF WAR (PW) 
IN VIETNAH. HE BELIEVED THE VIETNAHESE GOVERNHENT HAD RETURNED 
ALL AHERICANS PW'S TO U.S CONTROL. ASIDE FROH THE U.S. HEHBERS 
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OF THE JOINT TEAH. NGOAN HAD NOT SEeN AN AHeRICAN LIVING FREELY 
IN VIETNAH SINce THe WAR. 

B. HR. NGOAN EXPLAINED THAT FROH 1565 TO 1570 He SERveD AS A 
COHPANY GRADE CADRE AND POLITICAL OFFIceR FOR HILITARY REGION 
(HR) 5 UNITS IN THE 8INH DINH AREA WITH THE HISSION OF GUeRRILLA 
WARFARE AIHED AT INTERDICTING RVN FORCES WEST OF NATIONAL ROUTE 
ONE. HE PARTICIPATED IN HANY CLASHes, TO INCLUDE FIGHTING IN 
BONG SON (BOONG SOWN), XUAN SON (XUAAN SOWN), CHO CAT (CHOWJ 
CATS), AND HOAI NHON (HOAIF NHOWN), BUT NEVER CAPTURED ANY U.S. 
PRISONERS. 

C. IN APPROXIHATeLY JULY 1567, eXACT DATe UNCLEAR, HIS UNIT, 
THE 48TH ENGINEER COHPANY, 22ND REGIHeNT, 3RD PAVN DIVISION (AKA 
20B DIVISION) HAD ORDERS TO CONDUCT AN AHBUSH IN THE AN LAD AReA 
ON A STRATeGIC ROUTe THAT RAN FROH NATIONAL ROUTE ONe, PAST A 
COLLAPseD 8RIDGe, TO STRATEGIC ROUTe THRee (NFI). THe PAVN 
ROUTINeLY USED THIS ROUTE FOR CASUALTY eVACUATION, BUT U.S. 
FORCES HAD SEVERAL TIHes AHBUSHeD THe EVACUATION TEANS FROH 
"HOUNTAIN NUH8ER ONE~ OVERLOOKING THE ROUTE. NGOAN'S UNIT WAS TO 
COUNTER-AN8USH THe AHeRICANS IN THIS AREA, APPROXIHATELY TWO 
KILOHETERS NORTH OF HUNG NHON (HWNG NHOWN) VILLAGE (BS7414). 
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D. ON THe DAY OF THe INCIDENT, AS THey HoveD TOWARDS HUNG 

NHON VILLAGe, A THRee HAN ELEHENT OF NGO~~'S COHPANY ENCOUNTERED 
A SEVEN HAN ANeRICAN PATROL HOVING FROH "HOUNTAIN ONe" TO THE 
COLLAPseD 8RIDGe. NGOAN OPINeD THe AHERICAN GROUP WAS POSSI8LY 
SY.~f~T£ TO r~e 11TH LIGHT INFANTRY 8RIGADE, AHeRICAN 
DIVISION. THe VIETNAHESe CONTINGeNT AHBUSHeD THe AHeRICANS FROH 
THe SURROUNDING JUNGLe, KILLING TWO SOLDIERS ON THe SPOT. THE 
ReHAINING FIve U.S. TROOPS WITHDRew TOWARD THe HOUNTAIN. 

E. WHeN THe SOUNDS OF GUNFIRe CEASED, AT APPROXIHATeLY 1600 
HOURS, NGOAN'S GROUP APPROACHeD THe TWO DeAD U.S. SOLDIeRS AND 
CONFISCATeD TWO AR-15 Type RIFLES, AHHUNITION CARTRIDGES, WE8 
BeLTS, GReNAOes, AND TWO STeeL HfLHETS, BUT TOOK NOTHING ELse. 
USING 8ANDAGeS AND SHROUDS, THE VIETNAHeSe BOUND THE AHERICANS 
AND BURIeD THEH IN A NeAR8Y AN8USH BUNKeR. THe 8UNKER, JUST aveR 
A HETER Deep, WAS APPROXIHATeLY 15 HETERS FROH THE STRATeGIC 
ROUTe, APPROXIHATeLY THRee HeTeRS EAST OF A STReAN, NEAR A STeeL 
BRIDGe THAT' CRosseD THe STReAN (APPARENTLY DIFFERENT THAN THE 
COLLAPseD 8RIDGE). THE VIeTNANESE eLeHeNT FILLeD THe BUNKER WITH 
DIRT AND LeveLeD IT, AND DID NOT HARK THE GRAVE. 

F. TijE TWO ANERICAN SOLDIERS WERE CAUCASIAN, APPROXIHATELY 
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25 yeARS OF AGe, OF HeDIUH HEIGHT AND 8UILD, WORe CANOUFLAGE 
UNIFORHS WITH INSIGNIAS seWN ON BUT NO RANK, AND STEEL HeLHeTS. 
ONe SOLDIeR WAS SLIGHTLY LARGER THAN THe OTHeR. ONE SOLDIeR 
APpeAReD TO HAve 8eeN KILLeD 8Y ROCKeT FIRe, THe OTHeR BY AK-47 
FIRE. BOTH 80DIES weRE BURIED INTACT. 

G. THe NEXT DAY A HELICOPTER FLew IN TO LAND HORE TROOPS ON 
THE HOUNTAIN AND COUNTER ATTACK. NGOAN'S COHPANY LOST FIVE 
HEH8eRS. INCLUDING A FeHALE GUERILLA, AND CONSEQUENTLY LEFT THe 
INCIDeNT AReA. DURING THAT SAHe TIHe FRANe, PAVN FORCES USED A 
TANK TO PACK DOWN AND 08SCURe THe GRAVE. NGOAN DID NOT 8ELIeve 
THAT U.S. TROOPS, WHICH SUBSEQUENTLY HOVED INTO THe AReA IN 
GReATeR FORce, eveR FOUND THe GRAVE. 

H. NGOAN LATeR RepORTeD THe INCIDeNT IN peRSON TO HIS 
SUPERIORS AT THe 22ND ReGIHeNT AND TURNeD IN THe CONFISCATeD 
weAPONS AS PROOF OF HIS UNIT'S DeeDS. He RECALLeD THAT AT THe 
TIHE. A HAN NAHED PHUONG (PHWONG) WAS THe REGIMENT COHHANDER AND 
LOC (LOOCJ) WAS THe REGIHeNTAL POLITICAL OFFICER. NGOAN ReceIVED 
A CITATION FOR HIS ROLe IN THe INCIDeNT. 

I. NGOAN ONLY seRveD IN THe INCIDeNT AREA FOR ONE yeAR AND 
// 
BT 
#5051 
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INFO RHEHNSC/WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-HIA// 
RUEHc/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/EAP/VLC/CCS/OCS// 
RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//OCJCS/JS/PW-HIA/J3-JOD// 
RUHQHQB/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J3/J30-H// 
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC//DEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOG// 
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI HICKAH AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
RUEHBT/USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-HIA// 
RUEHBT/CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 
BT 
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FINAL SECTION OF 02 
DIA PASS TO DOD Paw-HIA CENTRAL DOCUHENTATION OFFICE// 
HSGID/SYS.RRH/CDR JTF-FA/J2// 
RHKS/ 
NEVER RETURNED THERE, NOR DID HE EVER SEE THE GRAVE AGAIN. HE 
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DID NOT KNOW WHO ELSE HIGHT BE ABLE TO PINPOINT THt GRAVE BUT 
REHEHBERED THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE WITH HIH ON THE DAY 
OF THE INCIDENT: 

(1) BAO, NATIVE OF THAI BINH, KILLED DURING THE WAR. 
(2) TOAN (TOANF), NATIVE OF PHO CHAY (PHOOS CHAYS) 

VILLAGE, Y YEN (Y YEEN) DISTRICT, NAH HA (NAH HAF) PROVINCE, 
PRESENT LOCATION UNCERTAIN. 

J. AS FOR BEING ABLE TO FIND THE GRAVE LOCATION AGAIN, HR. 
NGOAN STATED THAT IT WOULD BE EXTREHELY DIFFICULT TO DO SO. HE 
HAS NEVER 8EEN BACK TD THE AREA SINCE THE INCIDENT, WHICH HE SAID 
HAPPENED A VERY LONG TIME AGO. HE KNEW THAT THE AREA FLOODED 
DURING THE RAINY SEASON AND BELIEVED THAT THE TERRAiN HAS CHANGED 
HUCH SINCE THEN. NGOAN KNEW OF NO ONE ELSE THAT COULD POSITIVELY 
LOCATE THE GRAVE SITE. HE STATED THAT HE HAD ONLY RECOUNTED THE 
STORY OF THE INCIDENT IN GENERAL TERHS TO HIS IHHEDIATE FAMILY 
AND HORE RECENTLY TO A VETERAN'S GROUP. THE MOST SPECIFIC 
LOCATION DATA HE USED WHEN RELATING THE STORY TO HIS FAMILY AND 
THE VETERANS WAS THAT THE INCIDENT OCCURRED IN THE AN LAO AREA. 

K. IN RESPONSE TO WHETHER HE KNEW OF ANY OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES 
IN WHICH U.S. PERSONNEL WERE LOST, MR. NGOAN SAID THAT THERE WERE 
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AMERICANS KILLED IN A BATTLE AT XUAN SON, BUT U.S. HELICOPTERS 
HAD RETRIEVED ALL THE DEAD. 

L. AFTER DECIDING NO FURTHER QUESTIONING WAS NECESSARY AT 
THE TIHE, THE MEMBERS OF THE JOINT TEAH AGREED TO DISCONTINUE 
THIS INTERVIEW. 
4. CORRELATIONS TO EXISTING POW/HIA CASES. 

A. MR. NGOAN'S STATEMENTS PROBABLY CORRELATE TO CASES 0242-
0-01 AND 0242-0-02, BASED ON LOCATION (INCLUDING PROVINCE 
DISTRICT AND VERY SIHILAR GRID COORDINATES); NUHBER OF PERSONNEL 
MISSING; THE FACT THAT ONE SOLDIER WAS SLIGHTLY 8IGGER THAN THE 
OTHER; CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS; AND THE DESCRIPTION OF EVENTS 
FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT. 

B. ELEMENTS OF NGOAN'S STATEMENTS THAT DO NOT HATCH 
CIRCUHSTANCES IN CASES 0242-0-01 AND 0242-0-02 ARE: 

(1) THE YEAR. THE 0242 INCIDENT OCCURRED ON 29 JANUARY 
1966 VICE IN THE SUMMER OF 1967. 

(2) WEAPONS INVOLVED. NGOAN STATED HIS ELEMENTS 
CONFISCATED TWO "AR-lS'S FROM THE DEAD SOLDIERS. IN CASE 0242, 
ONE SOLDIER HAD AN H-16 (SIMILAR TO AN AR-1S), BUT THE OTHER HAD 
A 9MM PISTOL. ' 
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5. POTENTIAL LEADS. NR. NGOAN PROVIDED NANES OF THE FOLLOWING 
INDIVIDVALS WHO NIGHT HELP RESOLVE THE FATE OF THE TWO SOLDIERS 
IN NGOAN'S STORY: 

A. A TEAN NEN8ER NANED 8AO (8AOR), A NATIVE OF THAI BINH, 
WHO LATER 8ECANE KIA. 

8. ANOTHER TEAN NEN8ER NANED TOAN (TOANF). FRON PHO CHAY 
VILLAGE. Y YEN DISTRICT. NAN HA PROVINCE, WHO NIGHT STILL 8E 
ALIVE. 8VT TRANSFERRED OVT OF NGDAN'S UNIT. 

C. HE SAID THAT WHEN HE REPORTED THE DEATHS HE SEENED TO 
RENENBER (NR. NGOAN SAID THAT HE WAS NOT VERY SVRE) THAT THE 
REPORT WAS RECEIVED BY EITHER A NAN CALLED PHVONG, THE 22ND 
REGINENT CONNANDER, OR A NAN CALLED LOC). WHO WAS THE REGINENT'S 
POLITICAL OFFICER. 

D. THE INFORNATION NR. NGOAN PROVIDED THE JOINT TEAN 
CONCERNING THIS INCIDENT. ESPECIALLY THE LOCATION DATA ENHANCED 
BY HIS HAND SKETCHED NAP. PROVIDES A POTENTIALLY VERY LUCRATIVE 
LEAD TO RESOLVING CASES 0242-0-01 AND 0242-0-02. IF NGOAN CAN 
LEAD A JOINT TEAN TO THE BVNKER IN AN LAO DISTRICT WHERE THE TWO 
SOLDIERS ARE BVRIED. A JOINT EXCAVATION TEAN NAY BE ABLE TO 
RECOVER THE RENAINS. 
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6. NATERIAL EVIDENCE: NONE. THIS SOURCE BROUGHT NO RECORDS, 
NOTEBOOKS, DIARIES. OR ANY NATERIAL EVIDENCE CONTENPORARY TO THE 
~~RTINE ERA WHICH COVLD BE ASSOCIATED WITH ANY VNACCOVNTED FOR 
V. S. PERSONNEL. 
7. CONNENTS. 

A. THE CONSENSUS OF THE JOINT TEAN WAS THAT CONTINVATION OF 
THIS INTERVIEW OR AN ATTEHPT TO RE-INTERVIEW THIS SavRCE WOVLD 
DEPEND ON WHETHER FURTHER PERTINENT QVESTIONS ARISE AND WHETHER A 
JOINT TEAN WILL REQVIRE NR. NGOAN TO ACT AS A GVIOE TO THE GRAVE 
SITE. 

8_ THE SOVRCE WAS INITIALLY HESITANT TO SAY WHETHER HE WOVLD 
BE ABLE TO RETVRN TO THE SITE OF THE LOSS INCIDENT. ONCE THE 
SOVRCE LEARNED THAT HE WOVLD NOT HAVE TO PAY FOR TRANSPORTATION, 
ROOH, OR BOARD DVRING A POTENTIAL TRIP TD THE SITE, HE AGREED 
THAT HE COVLD POSSIBLY LOCATE THE ALLEGEO BVRIAL SITE. THE 
SOVRCE WAS NOT OVERLY OPTIHISTIC, BVT HE AGREED TD ASSIST A JOINT 
TEAN IF NEEDED.// 
BT 
116052 


