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F~ CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//J2// 
TO RUEHBT/CJTFFA D£T ONE BANGKOK TH 
INFO RH£HNSC/WHITE HOUS£ NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC 
RUEHC/S£CSTAT£ WASHINGTON DC//CA/OCS/CCS/£AP/VLC// 
RUEKJCS/S£CD£F WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-~IA// 
RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//OCJCS/J5/PW-HIA/J3-JOD// 
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC 
RUHQHQB/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J3/J30-H// 
RU£KJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-HIA// 
RU£AIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC//DEA/SEA/IB/DDO/£A/ICOG// 
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI HICK~ AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
RUEHBT/USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-HIA// 
BT 
UNCLAS //N03450// 
SECTION 01 OF 02 
HSGIS.SYS.RRH/CDR JTF-FA/J2// 
~PN/SUBJ: INTERVIEW OF RE()UESTED SOURCE, ~R. NGO DAT TAI// 
REF/A/FAX/DET 2/16HAY93// 
~PN/SUBJ: LIST OF PERSONS FOR INTERVIEW-SENATOR KERRY, ENTRY 
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NU~BER 3 OF 83// 
R~KS/l. BACKGROUND. ON 12 HAY 1993. A JOINT US/VIETN~ TE~ 
INTERVIEWED HR. NGO DAT TAI, A RETIRED COLONEL, NATIvE OF N~ HA 
PROVINCE, BORN IN 1918, AND A FORNER CHIEF OF AN EN£~Y 
PROSELYTING SECTION IN SOUTHERN VIETN~ UNTIL 1972 WHEN HE 
TRANSFERRED TO THE ENEHY PROS£LYTING D£PARTH£NT, GEN£RAL 
POLITICAL DIRECTORATE IN HANOI. H£ CURRENTLY RESIDES ON ICH 
KHI£H STR££T IN HANOI. TH£ T£AH H£T AT TH£ ANTE-BUILDING ~££TING 
ROOH OF TH£ GOV£RNHENT GU£ST HOUS£, 2 LE THACH STR£ET, HOAN KI£H 
DISTRICT, HANOI, TO INT£RVI£W S£L£CT£D P£RSONN£L. LIST£D IN 
R£FER£NC£, WHO AR£ B£LI£V£D TO B£ POTENTIAL SOURCES OF 
INFORHATION CONCERNING U.S. PERSONN£L ~ISSING IN ACTION IN 
VI£TN~. THE U.S. CONTINGENT CONSIST£D OF HR. K£ITH GARY 
FLANAGAN. D£T 2 CASUALTY R£SOLUTION SP£CIALIST. TH£ VI£TNAN£S£ 
C£NTRAL GOVERN~£NT CONTINGENT CONSIST£D OF LTC L£ KY, ~INISTRY OF 
D£F£NSE; AND HR. NGUYEN THANG LOI, ~INISTRY OF INT£RIOR. ON 12 
~AY 1993. LT KY £SCORTED ~R. NGO OAT TAI TO TH£ GOV£RNH£NT GU£ST 
HOUSE. ~R. TAI SAID H£ HAD NOT BE£N INT£RVI£W£D BY JOINT T£ANS 
PReVIOUSLY ~R. TAI HAD ORIGINALLY B£EN SCHE~UL£D FOR INT£RVI£W 
ON 17 HAY, BUT HIS INT£RVI£W WAS HOV£D UP DU£ TO TH£ INABILITY TO 
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CONTACT OTHER P£RSONNEL WHO COULD NOT B£ PR£S£NT FOR INT£RVI£W ON 
12 HAY. 
Z. SUHHARY. TH£ SOURCE PROVID£D LIHIT£D INFORHATION CONCERNING 
U.S. P£RSONN£L WHO WeRt R£LEAS£D TO U.S. CONTROL AFT£R DIFF£R£NT 
PERIODS OF CAPTIVITY. TH£ SOURCE PROVIDED LI~IT£D DETAILS OF HIS 
HILITARY ASSIGN~£NT. DUTI£S. R£SPONSIBILITI£S, AND £XP£RI£NC£ 
DURING THE WAR. TH£ SOURC£ PROVID£D NO INFORHATION CONCERNING 
U.S. PERSONN£L WHO B£CAN£ UNACCOUNTED FOR. 
3. D£TAILS. 

A. HR. TAI DID NOT R£LAT£ HUCH OF HIS HISTORY PRIOR TO 1970, 
BUT SAID THAT BY S£PT£~B£R 1970 H£ WAS ASSIGN£D TO THE POST IN 
TH£ SOUTH. H£ ALSO R£CALL£D THAT TH£ PROVISIONAL R£VOLUTIONARY 
GOV£RNH£NT REL£AS£D A "DI£D IN CAPTIVITr' LIST. ~R. TAI SAID 
THAT £ HR. TAN HUY (TANS HUYJ AKA LE HUY (L££ HUYJ WAS TH£ C~P 
COHHANDER AND. AS SUCH. WAS IN CHARGE OF THE PawS. HR. TAI SAID 
THAT HE DID NOT KNOW ANY SPECIFICS HIHSELF. 

B. IN HIS OWN WORDS, HR. TAI DESCRIB£D TH£ FOLLOWING: 
DURING TH£ P£RIOD FROH 1962 UNTIL 1965. HE WAS A HE~BER OF THE 
£N£HY PROS£LYTING SECTION, SERVING IN TH£ SOUTHERN REGION WITH 
TH£ NATIONAL LIB£RATION FRONT. IN 1965. WITH TH£ ESCALATION OF 
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THF WAR AND THF INCREASING U.S. PRFSFNCF, THE SFCTION TO WHICH HF 
WAS ASSIGNFD HAINTAINFD ONF VFRY HOBILF DETFNTION FACILITY, NOT A 
CAHP, IN THF GFNFRAL TAY NINH RFGION. HE EHPHASIZFD THAT THF 
CAHP WAS ALWAYS HOVING AROUND. THF PRIHARY CONCFRN WAS TO HAVE 
AN FXIT ROUTF AVAILABLF IF NEFDFD, OR IF THF CANP WAS IN DANGER 
OF DISCOVFRY BY HOSTILF FORCES. FROH THF VFRY BEGINNING, HE 
SAID, HIS SECTION HAD RFCFIVFD AND FOLLOWFD THF HUHANITARIAN 
POLICY OF BURYING THF OF AD AND HAINTAINING THE GRAVFS OF POWS AND 
THEIR OWN PFRSONNFL IN THF BEST POSSIBLE HANNER. THFY RECORDED 
THF DEATHS: NAHE, DATE, LOCATION, ETC. IN THE BFST POSSIBLE 
HANNFR FOR FACH CASF, BUT EACH CASE WAS UNIQUE AND ANY DETAILS OF 
THE RFCORDED DATA DFPENDED ON THF IHHEDIATE CIRCUHSTANCFS OF EACH 
CASE. HF SAID THAT REGIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY WERF SPLIT INTO 
THREF GFNERAL AREAS: WFST REGION, WEST OF THE HFKONG RIVER, 
CENTRAL RFGION, HR7 AND HRB; AND THE NORTHEASTERN REGION, HR5. 
FOR HIS SFCTION, HR. TAI SAID THAT, GENERALLY SPEAKING, THE 
LARGFST NUHBER OF POWS EVER HFLD AT ONE TIHE WAS AROUND TFN, BUT 
AT THF LEAST, USUALLY FIVF OR SIX. HR. TAI SAID THAT FROH THE 
VFRY BFGINNING, HIS SFCTION'S PRrHARY FOCUS WAS JUST HOW TO KEEP 
U.S. POWS ALIVE. HF SAID THAT VIETNAHESF IN DFTFNTION WERF NOT 
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AS HUCH OF A PROBLEH. THF vIFTNANFSE OFTAINEFS COULD LIVE ON THF 
FOOD AND WATER THAT WAS RFADILY AVAILABLE. HE SAID THAT FOOD AND 
WATFR, FVFN THE AHOUNTS NFFDFD, fOR U.S. POWS WAS A SFRIOUS 
PROBLFH. HE SAID THAT ONF POW HF REHEHBFRFD WFLL WAS "SHITH." 
HE SAID THAT THFIR POLICY TOWARDS 11111 WAS ALWAYS TO TAKF FVFRY 
PDSSIBLF HEASURF TO KFEP THF U.S. POWS ALIVE AND HFALTHY. HR. 
TAl SAID THAT WHFNFVFR POSSIBLF, IF THFY HAD THF HEANS, THFY 
PROVIDED HFDICAL TRFATHFNT FOR ALL THF POWS WHEN THFY WFRF ILL. 

C. HR. TAI SAID THAT THF CONCFPT Of FANILY WAS VFRY 
IHPORTANT TO THF VIFTNANFSF AND HIS SFCTION ALWAYS PAID A GRFAT 
DFAL OF ATTFNTION TO FAHILY HATTERS fOR THF POWS. HF SAID WHFN 
THFY RFLE ASFD SHITH AND "CLURF" (AS SPFLLFD BY SOURCF) , HF 
RFHFHBFRFD THAT "RITA" WAS CLURE'S WIFF'S NANF, AND HIS SFCTIDN 
GAVF ONF SCARF TO SHITH TO GIVE TO HRS. SHITH AND ONF SCARF TO 
CLURF TO GIVF TO "RITA." HR. TAl RFCALLED THAT HIS SFCTION ALSO 
RFLFASFD SOHF AUSTRALIANS IN CAHBODIAN TFRRITORY. HF SAID THAT 
HIS SECTION ASKFD SHITH AND CLURF TO TFLL THF U.S. PFOPLF ABOUT 
THF CONSEQUFNCFS OF B-52 RAIDS OVER VIFTNAN. HE SAID THAT THFIR 
RFLFASF WAS SIHPLY A GFSTURF Of PROHOTING PEACF. 

D. WHFN ASKFD ABOUT CAPTIVF ANFRICANS WHO HAY HAVF DIFD OF 
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THEIR WOUNDS PRIOR TO ARRIVING AT THFIR DFTFNTION POINT, HR. TAI 
SAID THAT HF RFHFHBFRFD ONF BLACK SFRVICFHAN WHO WAS SFRIOUSLY 
WOUNDFD. HR. TAI SAID THAT THF DOCTOR WHO TREATFO THE BLACK HAN 
TOLD HIH THAT THF WOUNOS WFRF SFRIOUS FNOUGH THAT THF PRISONFR 
WOULD PROBABLY OIF IF HE WAS NOT RFLEASFD. HR. TAI SAIO THAT HE 
OIO NOT RFHFHBFR THF BLACK HAN'S NANF, HF VAGUFLY RECALLFD THAT 
IT WAS SOHFTHING LIKF "BRY-H~'. HR. TAl SAID THAT HE ONLY HFARO 
THF NANF SPOKFN AND NFVFR SAW IT WRITTFN ANYWHFRF PRIOR TO THF 
BLACK HAN'S RFLFASF. 

F. CONCFRHING WARTIHE RFPORTING ON U.S. PRISONFRS, ANO WHFN 
ASKFD ABOUT DOCUHFNTS, RFCORDS, ARCHIVFS, AND OIARIFS, HR. TAl 
SAIO THAT OFT AILS ON THF POWS WFRF, IN FACT, RFPORTFD VFRBALLY UP 
THE CHAIN OF COHHAND. HR. TAI SAID HIS SFCTION KEPT NO RFCOROS 
IN THF JUNGLE. HR. TAl SAID THAT HE BELIFVED THAT ONLY THE 
HINISTRY OF DFfENSF AT THE HIGHFR LFVFLS WOULD STILL HAVF ANY 
RFCORDS. HR. TAl ALSO SAID THAT ONLY THOSF CADRF OF THF ENFHY 
PROSELYTING SECTION WHO WFRF DIRFCTLY INVOLVEO WITH THE PRISONFRS 
WOULO HAVF ANY KNOWLFDGF OF WHFRE THOSE RECORDS WOULD BF NOW. 
HR. TAl RECALLED THAT IN HIS ELEHFNT, THFRE WAS ONF CAPTAIN, 
NGUYEN TAN LUC (NGUYFFNX TAA~S LWCJ) WHO ROUTINFLY fOLLOWFO ALL 
BT 
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VZCZCBTOB05 
RR RUEHBT 
DE RUHQSGG #600S 1741B12 
ZNR UUUUU 
R 231B12Z JUN 93 ZYB 
FH CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//J2// 
TO RUEHBT/CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 

IB: 51 06/24/93 

INFO RHEHNSC/WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/OCS/CCS/EAP/VLC// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON Dc//OASD-ISA/PW-HIA// 
RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//OCJCS/JS/PW-HIA/J3-JOD// 
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC 
RUHQHQB/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J3/J30-H// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-HIA// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC//DEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOG// 
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI HICKAH AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
RUEHBT/USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-HIA// 
BT 
UNCLAS //N03460// 
FINAL SECTION OF 02 
HSGIS.SYS.RAH/CDR JTF-FA/J2// 
AHPN/SUBJ: INTERVIEW OF REQUESTED SOURCE. HR. NGO DAT TAI// 
OF THE EVENTS OF THE WAR AND KEPT A DIARY. HR. TAI SAID THAT 
SINCE THAT TIHE HE DID NOT KNOW OF OR RECALL ANYONE ELSE WHO 
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HIGHT HAVE KEPT A DIARY DR ANY DOCUHENTS RELATING TD POWS. 

G. HR. TAI SAID THAT STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES CONSISTED 
OF ALWAYS HAINTAINING THE LEAST AHOUNT OF INFOAHATION WRITTEN ON 
PAPER. HR. TAI SAID THAT IT WOULD BE EXTREHELY UNUSUAL FOR 
ANYONE TO LEAVE AN AREA WHERE PRISONERS WERE KEPT WITH ANY 
WRITTEN INFORHATION OF ANY KIND. HR. TAI REITERATED THAT IN 
ORDER TO FIND RELEVANT DOCUHENTS WE SHOULD LOOK AT THE HINISTRY 
OR DIRECTORATE LEVEL. 

H. HR. FLANAGAN ASKED THE QUESTION: "SINCE THE RELEASE OF 
U.S. PRISONERS IN 1973, HAVE YOU EVER SEEN ANY LIVE AHERICANS?" 
HR. TAI RESPONDED THAT TO THIS KNOWLEDGE, THERE HAVE BEEN NO POWS. 
IN VIETNAH SINCE 1973. 

I. HR. FLANAGAN ASKED THE QUESTION: "SINCE THE RELEASE OF 
U.S. PRISONERS IN 1973, HAVE YOU EVER SEEN ANY 'STAY-BEHINDS?" 
HR. TAI RESPONDED THAT TO HIS KNOWLEDGE. THERE WERE NO STAY­
BEHINDS. HR. TAI SAID THIS INTERVIEW WAS THE FIRST TIHE HE HAD 
HET ANY AHERICANS SINCE 1973. 

J. ON 12 HAY 93. WITH NO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS AT HAND FOR 
HR. TAI. THE HEHBERS OF THE JOINT TEAH AGREED TO DISCONTINUE THIS 
INTERVIEW. BOTH THE US AND SRV HEHBERS CONFERREO ON ADOITIONAL 
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QUESTIONS WHICH SHOULD BE CONSIDERED BEFORE CONCLUDING THIS 
INTERVIEW. 
4. POTENTIAL LEAOS OBTAINED DURING THE INTERVIEW. 

A. HR. TAH HUY (TAHS HUY) AKA LE HUY (LEE HUY) WHD WAS THE 
CAHP COHHANDER IN THE TAY NINH REGION, AND, AS SUCH, WAS IN 
CHARGE OF THE POWS. HR. TAI SAID THAT PARTICULARLY TAN HUY 
SHOULD BE OUR BEST SOURCE OF INFOAHATION. 

B. FORHER CAPTAIN HGUYEN TAN LUC (NGUYEENX TANS LWCJ) WHO 
ROUTINELY FOLLOWED ALL DF THE EVENTS OF THE WAR AND KEPT A DIARY. 
HR. TAI BELIEVES THAT LUC WAS FROH SAIGDN. 

C. NGUYEN HUU TRI (NGUYEENX HWUX TRIS), AN INTERPRETER FROH 
HIGHER LEVEL WHO FREQUENTLY VISITED THE PRISONERS. 

D. LE DO NGOC (LEE DOOR NGOCJ) ANOTHER INTERPRETER WHO 
OCCASIONALLY VISITED THE CAHPS. HE NOW LIVES IN HANOI. 

E. NGUYEN VA HA (NGHUYEENX VAWN HAF) WHO WORKED IN THE CAHP. 
F. HR. TAI SAID THAT HE DID NOT REHEHBER THE NAHES OF ANY 

DOCTORS, NURSES, OR HEDICAL PERSDNNEL WHO TREATED U.S. PRISONERS. 
S. HATERIAL EVIDENCE: NONE. THIS SDURCE BROUGHT NO RECOROS. 
NOTEBOOKS. DIARIES, OR ANY HATERIAL EVIDENCE CONT.EHPORARY TO THE 
WARTIHE ERA WHICH COULD BE ASSOCIATED WITH ANY UNACCOUNTED FOR 
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U.S. PERSONNEL. 
6. RECO~~ENDED FUTURE ACTIONS. 

A. RECO~HEND NO FURTHER JOINT INTERVIEW OF THIS SOURCE 
UNLESS iHE VIETNAMESE OR U.S. SIDES CAN PRODUCE SPECIFIC 
INFORHATION OR FURNISH HORE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS OR LEADS. 

B. REQUEST THE VNOSHP ALLOW THE U.S. ACCESS TO rHIS SOURCE 
FOR POTENTIAL FUTURE INTERVIEW IN rHE EVENT THAT SIGNIFICANT 
SPECIFIC QUESTIONS ARE DEEHED NECESSARY. 
7. PERTINENr LOCATION OR DATA CHANGES: NONE. 
B. CO~HENTS. AFTER THIS INrERVIEW. THE ~E~BERS OF THE JOINT 
TEAH ASSESSED ALL POTENTIAL ADDITIONAL LEADS PROVIDED BY THE 
SOURCE. THE CONSENSUS OF TEAH HEHBERS WAS THAT CDNrINUArION OF 
rHIS INTERVIEW OR AN ATTE~PT TO REINTERVIEWTHIS SOURE WOULD 
DEPEND ON SIGNIFICANT QUESTION WHICH SHOULD BE ASKED PERTAINING 
TO SPECIFIC INCIDENTS OR SPECIFIC QUESTIONS WHICH HIGHT LEAD TO 
FINDING NEW WITNESSES OR DISCOVERING CONrEHPORARY DOCUHENrATION 
WIrH DErAILS ON SPECIFIC CASES. TAKING INTO THE CONSIDERATION 
THE PERSONNEL AND EVENTS THAT THIS SOURCE DID RECALL, IT SEEHS 
REALISTIC TO EXPECT THAT rHIS SOURCE SHOULD HAVE HAD SOHE 
INFORHArION ON U.S. PERSONNEL WHO RE~AIN IN AN UNACCOUNTED FOR 
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