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VZCZCB'l'0704 I fr -.. tr , . SllBJEC1' CLJ\IMEfJ NO KNOWLEDGE OF U,S, PEHSONNEL, LIV1NG FREELY OR 
RR RURHBT 1 "-- J ..-- AGAINST 'J'!l~~rR WILLI IN VIE'l'NAM SINCE 197J. 
DE RUHQSGG 15439 2370002 '4aocIliit 1 J. OE'1'l\XLS. 
ZNR UUl1UU "' •• ~ -."' ~. 11. FOLLOWING INTRODUCTORY STATEMENTS BY LTC LB KY 'l'BE 
R 250002Z AUG 93 2',YB ---" l I INTERVIEWER OUTLINED THE TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION. THE SOURCE 
FM CDR ,1TF-FA HONOLULU HII/J211 \ ~ ~ PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION; 
TO RUE.KJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DCIJUSDP:RSAII ~ ,.,'" 1 ! a. SReOL NGUYEN VAN Mum (NGUYEENX YAWN MINH) WORKEI) AS II 
INFO RHEHNSC/WBI'rE IlOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY CQUNCrr, WASH Dt; .' > ' ., REPORTER FOR THE LIBERATION ARMY IN EJ FRONT I ':r'HE VIE'rNAMESE 
RUh:HCjS£CSTATE WASHINGTON DCI/CAI UP /vr.C/CCS/OCSJI .. - - , WESTERN HIGHr.l\.NDS I BETWEEN 1966 AND 1,975. PRIOR TO THAT. HE 
RUERJCS/.10INT STAFF WASHINGTON DCIIOCJCS/J5/PW-MIA/J1-J~D/J \ t Tl\.UGHT COLLEGE LEVEL POPULAR I,ITKRATURE IN HANOI FROM 1977 TO 
RUIIQHQB/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HIIIJ3jJ30-MJI ' 'j: 19BO liE CONTRIDUTED TO WRITING THE HISTOHY OF THE WESTEHN 
RUEKJCSjUSCINCPAC 1,0 WASHINGTON DC :,:)::,,~, ___ HIGHLANDS AS SENIOR EDITOR FOR THE PHOJECT. 
RIJEKJCSjDIA WASHINGTON DC . _."._.....--, • C. AS 1\ REPORTER FOR THE LIBERATION ARMY NEWSPAPER, SRCOL 
RUEAIIAjCIA WASHINGTON DC/jDEAjSEAjIBjDDOjEAjtCOGj / \ \ \ MINH WAS S'l'ATIONED AT En FRONT HEADQUl\RTERS (lIQ) !'tND WROTE 
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI/ jTAPC-PED-lIjl I ( ARTlcr,ES BASED ON OPERATIONAL BATTLEFIELD REPoRTS. HE SELDoM 

""'RURHBT/USDAO BANGKOK Tlljj PW-MIAI/ ' ~ C ~ l __ 1 TRAVELLED TO AcTUAL BATTLEFIELD LOCATIONS AND RELATED THAT AT 
..RUEHBT/C~lTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH t..--~·-- FHONT HQ, HE WAS REMOVED FROM THE Tl\CTICAL FRONT AND uCOULD NOT 
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SECTION 01 OF 02 '. ,r";,-,:' \_ 
MSGIDjGENADMIN/CllR JTF-FAjJ22.JI/ 1::':"::":. ) ~- AGE 04 RUHQSGG5439 UNCLAS 
SUBJjIN'l'ERVIEW OF REQUESTED SOURCE, NGUYl<-':N VAN MINH/j \ EAR THE GUNFIHEII. THE B3 FRONT COMMAND ECHELON DIRECTED 
REFjA/FAXjDF.T 2/16MAY93jl , PERATIONS MAINLY BY RADIO. DURING THIS PERIOD, SRCOL MINH 
RMKS/1. BACKGROUND. ON 17 AUG 93, A JOINT U.S./VIETNAM ;~~lS'l'ORY ~lTIfER VISI'I'ED NOR KNEW TliE LOCATION OF ANY PRISONER OF WAR (PW) 

. ~, ..., MPS. CONCERNING l'RIsmmr~S. HE ONLY KNEW GENERlI.I,LY THAT THE 
~'''-.".-~ I? VN FOLLOWEO A HUMANITARIAN PW POLICY. HE AT TIMES INCLUDED PW 
1 I FORMATION IN HIS ARTICLES ( BUT HE COLLECTED THE SOURCE 

PAGE 02 RUHQSGG54J9 UNCLAS ~ ~r I"<" I FORMATION' FROM OPRRATIONl\L REPORTS SENT FROM FIELD UNITS TO 
PROGRAM INTERVIEW TEAM INTERVIEWED PAVN SENIOR COLONEL (SRC6U) ~'- ONT HQ. HE HAD BEEN TO B3 FHONT HOSPITAL, V211 (APPROXIMATELY A 
NGUY111 VAN MINH, AN APPROXIMATELY 65 YOA HANOI RRSIDENT. sm:::oL"' DAY'S WALK Fi{OM B3 FRONT HQ), BUT CLAIMED NO KNOWLEDGE OF A PW 
MINH CO-AUTHORED A HISTORY or THE PAVN WESTERN FRONT AND OPERATED CAMP NEAR THAT LOCATION AND NEVER SAW FOREIGNERS THERE, SRCOL 
AS A PAVN NEWSPAPER RRPORTBR IN VIETNAM'S WESTERN JUCHLl\NDS MT.NH SAID SReDr. KHUONG XUAN QUE, FORMER B3 FRONT PROSELYTING 
DLJRING 'rHE WAR. THE TEAM MET AT THE GOVERNMENT GUEST HOUSE, OFFICER (SEE PARA. 7. B., BELOW), WOULD KNOW ABou'r PW CAMPS 
NUMBER 2 LE THACH STREET, HOAN KIEM DISTRICT, HANOI TO INTERVXEW BECAUSE ENEMY PROSELYTING PP.RSONNEL HAD REASON TO VISIT THE 
SRCOL MINH, LISTED IN REFERENCE AS A POTENTIAL SOURCR OF ('.AMPS. THE MA,lORITY OF PAVN PERSONNEL IN BJ FRONT WERE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING U.EL PERSONNEL MISSING IN l\CTION (MIA) IN PROHIFHTED FROM GOING TO PRISON CAMPS. SHCOL MINH SAID THE CAMP 
VIETNAM. THE U.S. CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF TSGT RONALD D. WARD, SYSTEM, INCLUDING THE ROUTES f'OH EVAClJATING PRISONERS TO THE 
JOINT TASK FORCE-FULL ACCOUNTING (JTF-FA) ORAL HlSTO;:tY PROGRAM NORTH. WAS SECRET AND UNKNOWN TO 'PHE MAJORITY OF PAVN PERSONNRL* 
COORDINATOR; AND P02 JOHN L. HARVEY, JTF-FA ANALYST/LINGUIST. THE DURING HIS TIME IN THB WESTERN HIGHLANDS, HE KNEW NOTHING OF A BJ 
VIETNAMESE CENTRAL GQVt:RNMENT CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF LTC LE RY 1 FRONT OPERATIONS LOG WHICH MIGH'l' HAVE CONTAINED INFORMATION ON 
MINISTRY Ot' DEFENSE; AND NGUYEN VAN THANG LOI, MINISTRY OF [NTERIOR. PWIS. 
SReOt, MINH HAD NOT BEfm INTERVIRWED BY A JOINT TEAM BEFORE. 
2. SUMMARY. THE SOURCE, SReor. NGUYF:N VAN MINH, PROVIDED 
INFORMATION 'PRIMARILY CONCERN1NG HIS SOURCES FOR WRITING TUE BOOK 
THE PEOPLE'S ARMED FORCES OF THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS DURING THE Wl\R 
OF NATIONAL SALVATION AGAINST THB AMERICANS. SOURCES FOR THE 
BOOK WERE MAINI,Y OPERATIONAL BATTLE REPORTS WHICH 'l'HE SUn;JEC'l' 
RESEARCHED AT THE PAVN JRD CORPS CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS ARCHIVE IN 
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PLEIKU IN 1977. HE BRIEFLY SUMMARIZED HIS ROLE IN CO-AUTHORING 
THE BOOK AND RECOUNTED SOME OF illS EXPERI ENCES 1\S A P)WN 
NEWSPAPER REPORTER IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS DURING THE WAR. THE 
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E. BEG fNNING IN 1977. SRCOL MINH CONDUCTED HESEARCH Fol{ 'I'HE 

BOOK AT PAVN 3RD COHPS 11.0 IN PLF.1KU, AND WAS ALLoWED LIMITED 
ACCESS TO '1'111': CORPS CLlI.SSIFIED DOCUMENTS ARCHIVES. THE PROCEDURE 
WAS FOR HIM TO REQUEST DOClJMENTS CONCERNING A CERTAIN INCIDENT OR 
BATTLE, SUPPLYING THE DATE, 1\HRA, AND OH Pl\RTICIPATING UNITS TO 
TilE CLERK, WHO WOULD THEN nETlH EV r~ THB MA'l'EH I AL. THE CLsRK USED 
AN INDt:X on DIRECTORY TO LOCATE THE DOCUMt-;NTS. SRCOL MINH COULD 
NOT ENTEH THE ACTUAL DOCUMEN'rS STORAGE AREA. BUT WORKED IN A 
NRARBY ROOM. HE CDULD ONLY ACCESS DOCUMEN'l'S ONI:: TIME, Aim BAD To 
LEAVE WHATEVEH NOTES HE 'rOOK IN THE FACILITY OR OESTROY THEM. 

UNCLASSIF1BfJ 
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SRCOL MINH SUGGESTED TIIB JOrNT TEAM SEEK ACCESS TO :tRD CORPS 
CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS ARCHIVE TO FINO INFORMATION ross rBLY RELA'l'ED 
TO UNACCOUNTED FOR U.s. PERSONNr~L IN B3 FRONT. HE SAID, HOWEVER, 
THAT ALI, THE DOCUMENTS HE tlSE:D FOR TilE BOOKS WERE OF OPERA'1'10NAL 
NATURl;; AND CONThiNED VERy fEH DETAILS CONCEHNTNG U.S. PRISONF.RS. 
IF ?WI S WERE MBNTIONEO AT ALL. IT WAS ONLY IN TERMS 01" NUMBE:US 
OF PRISONERS CAPTURED. HJ:o: DID NOT OrSCOUNT THE POSSIBILITY, 
HOWEVER r THAT O'fHEH TYPES OF OOCUMEN'l'S, S11Cll AS PHOSf:Ly'rIWG 
l)OCUMENTS, MIGHT ALSO l.n: IN THE ARCHIVE. ANO'fHJm PROBLl':M WI'l'H 
'IUS IDEA, HE SAID, WAS THAT 'fBE ,)RO CORPS HAD 'fRANSFEIUmD '1'0 'rilE 
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CHINA-VIE'l'NAM BORDER IN 1979/ RE'l'URNING TO TUE CEN'rRAL HIGHLANDs 
IN 1985 OR 1986. HE !3ELIf.VED l'f PROBABLE THE COHPS HAD DES'l'ROYED 
THE DOCUMENTS DURING 'I'UA'I' PERIOD. A'I' '1'lIE TIME HE DID HIS 
RESEAHCH IN PLEIKU, THE JRO CORPS HAD NO REGU!.A1'ION GOVERNING THE 
DESTRUC1'ION OF CLASSIFIED J)OCU!1ENTS, BUT IlE DIn NOT KNOW IF TlIg 
uNIT i'!AD SINCE ADOPTIW SUCH A lU:GUi,ATrON. 

F. FINALLY. SReOL MINH CUlMEr> NO KNOWLEDGE OP U.S. 
PERSONNEL, LIVING FREELY OJ{ AGAINST THEIR WII~L, IN VIETNAM SINCE 
197), 
4. CORRELATIONS 1'0 EXISTING POW/MIA CASES. NONE. 
5. POTENTIAL LEADS. THE 3HD ('''OHPS CLASSH'fED DOCUMENTS AHCIlIVE 
HI PLEIKU MAY CONTAIN OOCllMt::N'l'S WI'l'Il 1 Nf'oPMA'l'f ON RELATING 'l'0 
U!{ACCOUN'!'ED FOR U. rL PERSONNLL IN SOUTllEAS'}' MilA. 
6, MATERIAL EVIDENCE; NON£. THIS SOURCE llROUGIl'r NO RECOHOS, 
NOTEBOOKS, D!ARIES, OR ANY MATERIAL EV)DENeE ASSOCIATED WITH 
UN1\CCOUN'I'SD FOH U. S. PEmUONNEL. 
? • COMMENTS. 

A. 'I'UE SOUHCE, SRCOL NGUYEN VAN MINH, WAS STRAIGHTfORWARD IN 
IS STATEMENTS AND OFF'ERlm IN!"ORMAT10N ANO OPINIONS IN A CANDID, 
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R 250002Z AUG 93 Z~B 

r'M COR J'l'f'-FA HONOLULU HI//,J2// 
TO RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASfHNG'l'ON DC//USDP~R:;A/l 
INFO RHEHNSC/WHI'fE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC 
RtfEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/EAP/VLC/CCS/OCS// 
RUEKJCS/.JOINT S1'AFJ:' WASHINGTON DCljOCJCS/J5/pW-MIA/J3-JOD/ / 
R1JlIQflQ8jtJSCINCPAC HONOL1lLU HI//J3/J30-M/1 
HUEKJCSjUSCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC 
HUEKJCS/OIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAIIA/crA WASlIlNG'fON DC//DF.A/SEA/IE/DDO/P.AjlCOG/ I 
RUIiVAAA/CDRUSACIUiI lIICKAM AF'B Hlj /TAPC-PED-H/I 
RIlEI!l3'fjUSDAO EANGKOK TIlI/PW-MIA// 
RUElIUT/CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 
BT 
UNCLAS / jN03460// 
FINAL SECTION OF 02 
MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR J'l'F-PA/.J223// 
suru I INTF.RVIEW OF' REQUESTED SOURCg, NGUYEN VAN MINHI j 
HMKSj 
ANIMATED MANNER. THE U. S. INTERVIEW TEAM DETECTED NO SIGNS OF 
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COACHING OR SCRIP1'ING. ASSESS THIS SOURCE'S HELIABILrry TO I3E 
COOD. 

B. A JOINT ORAL lUSTOR'i INTERVIEW 'rEAM INTERVIEWED SReOL 
KHtJONG XU AN QUE oN l'J MAY] 993. 

C. 'I'HE MEMBERS OF THE ,JOINT TEAM CONFERRED ON THE QUES'l'lONS 
'1'0 BE ASKED DURING THIS INTERVIEW. TEAM MEMBERS AGREED THAT THE 
NEED '1'0 FE-INTERVIEW THIS SU!3JEC'I' WOULD DEPEND ON WHE'fHER FURTHER 
QUE5TIONS 1"0[( 5HcoL MINH ARISE DURING THE COURSE OF 'I'HE SPECIAL 
INTERVIEW TEAM'S FUTURE WORK. 

D. REQUr:S1' THE VNOSMP MAJia: SRCOL NGUYBN VAN MINH AVAILABLE 
FOR RE-INTERVIEW IF NECESSARY.I/ 
BT 
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