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ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM INTERVIEW TEAM INTERVIEWED NGUYE 
A 54 YEAR OLD HANOI RESIDENT. MR. THAO IS A FORMER WRITER OF 
"THE PEOPLE~S ARMED FORCES OF THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS DURING THE 
WAR OF NATIONAL SALVATION AGAINST THE AMERICANS" (LCWCJ LWONGJ 

, 

VUX TRANG NIIMN DAMI TAAY NGUYEEN TRONG CIIIEENS CHOONGS HYX CWUS 
NWOCS). THE TEAM MET AT THE ANTE-BUILDING MEETING ROOM OF THE 
GOVERNMENT GUEST HOUSE, 2 LE iHACH STREET I HOAN KIEM DISTRICT, 
HANOI, TO INTERVIEW HR. THAD, LISTED IN REFERENCE A AS A POTENTIAL 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION coNCERNING U.S. PERSONNEL MISSING IN ACTION 
IN VIETNAM. THE U.S. CDNTINGENT CONSISTED OF MR. KEITH GARY 
fLANAGAN, DET 2, JOINT TASK FORCE-FULL ACCOUNTING (JTF-FAJ 
CASUALTY RESOLUTION SPECIALIST; AND P02 JOHN HARVEY, JTF-FA 
ANALYST/LINGUIST. THE VIETNAMESE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT CONTINGENT 
CONSISTED OF LTC LE ~Y, MINISTRY OF DEFENSE; AND MR. NGUYEN THANH 
LOI, MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. HR. THAO HAD NOT BEEN INTERVIEWED BY 
A JOINT TEAM BEFORE. 
2. SUMMARY. THE SOURCE, NGUYEN DINH THAO, PROVIDED A SUMMARY OF 
THg SOURCES USED TO GATHER MATERIAL FOR THE BOoX "THE PEOPLE'S 
ARMED FORCES OF THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS DURING THE WAR OF NATIONAL 
SALVATION AGAINST THE AMERICANS" AND SUMMARIZED HIS CoNTRIBUTIoNS 
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TO THE BOOK. MR. THAO CLAIMED NO KNOWLEDGE OF u.s. PERSONNEL, 
LIVING FREEL~ OR AGAINST THEIR WILL, IN VIETNAM SINCE 1973. 
3. DETAILS. 
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A. AFTER FORHAL INTRODUCTIONS, LTC LE KY EXPLAINED THE JOIN't 
T£AMfS HISSION AND MR. FLANAGAN BEGAN THE INTERVIEW, ASKING 
MI1:. THAO TO PRoVIDl: INFORMATION CONCERNING SPECIFIC PASSAGES FROM 
THE BOOR, liTHE PEOPLE*S ARMED FORCES OF THE W'sSTERN HIGHLI\NDS 
DURING THE WAR OF NATIONAL SALVATION AGAINST THE AMERICANS" I 

RELATING TO U.S. SERVICEHEN TAKEN PRISONER AND THE SOURCES OF 
THIS INFORMATION. MR. THAO SAID THAT HE aEeAME INVOLVED WITH TUt 
BOOK AS A WRITER FOLLOWING THE LIBERATION OF THE SOUTH. HE SAID 
THAT THERE WERE TWO GENERALS AND THREE OTHER AUTHORS ASSIGNED TO 
WRITE TUE BOOl!:. THE BOOK, PUBLIStlED IN 1980, H SID, WAS 
W~ITTEN FROM BOTti POLITICAL AND MLITAkY ASPECTS. HE SAID THAT 
HE WROTE THE PREFACE, CHAPTE~S FOUR A~O FIVE, AND THE CONCLUSIO~ • 

B. MR. THAO SAID THAT THERE WERE SEVERAL SOURCES WHICH THE 
AUTHORS USED TO GATHRR INFORMATION FOR THE BOOK. THE AUTHORS, HE 
SAlOl USED WESTERN NEWS SOURCES, INTERVIEWED BATTLE PARTICIPANTS 
AND MEDICAL WORKERS, READ THE PEOPLE'S ARMY (QUMN DOOIJ NUMN 
DAN) AND PEOPLEIS (NHAAN DAAN) NEWSPAPERS, AS WELL AS READ 
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MILITARY OPERATIONS REPoRTS AS SOURCES. UE SAID TtlAT TUF. 
MILITARY OPERATIONAL REPORTS WERE CLASSIFIED AND KEPT AT A 53 
SECRET DOCUMENT FACILITY IN NHA TRANG DURING 1977 AND 1978. 
THESE REPORTS CONTAINED ONLY B3 FRON'r BATTLF. STATISTICS, SUCH AS 
THE NUMBER OF TROOPS KILLED, CAPTURED, AND WOUNO~D. TUEY DID NOT 
CONTAIN THE NAM~S OR ANV SPECIFIC PW INFORMATION, HE SAID. WHEN 
AT THE DOCUMENT FACILITY, HR SAID, HE WAS ALLOWED TO TAKE NOTES 
ABOUT THE REPORTS HE WAS READING, BUT HAD TO DESTROY THE NOTES 
BEFORE LEAVING. MR. THAO OPINED THAT SOME OF THE DOCUMENTS MAY 
HAVE BEEN SENT TO HANOI, WHILE MOST HAVE PROBABLY BEEN DESTROYED 
SINCE 1976. HE SAID THAT BY 1968 MOST AMERICAN FORCES HAD 
WITHDkAWN FROM THE W~~TE~N HIGHLANDS AND MANY OF THE RECORDS HAD 
BEEN DESTROYED BY THE TIME HE W!NT TO FINO THEM IN 1977. HE 
ADDED, TilE WESTERN NEWS SOURCES WERE PARTICULARLY VALUABLE DURING 
THE WAR BECAUSE OF THEIR TIMELY REPORTING OF U.S~ UNIT LOCATIONS~ 
MR. THAO SAID HE WOULD HAVE LIKED TO, BUT NEVER DID MEET ANY 
AMERICAN pWIS~ HE SAID TuAT MOST BATTI,E PARTICIPANTS ANO MEDICAL 
PERSONNEL DID NOT SPEAK ENGLISH AND THEREFORE COULD NoT HAVE 
KNOWN ANY SPECIFICS ABOUT CAPTURED U.S. TROOPS. EVEN THE ESCORT 
PERSONNEL WHO TOOK THE PRISONERS fROM THE FRONT TO PH HOLDINGS 
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FACILITIES WOULD NOT KNOW ANYTHING SPECIFIC ABOUT THE PRISONERS, 
fiE SAID. THE ENEMY PRQSEL'tTING PERSONNEL AT THE PW CAMPS, HE 
SAID, WERE VERY SPECIALIZED AND TRAINEO TO DEAL FIRST HAND Wl'tH 
CAPTURED AMERICANS. HE SAID THAT THEY WERE THE ONLY ONES WHO 
KNEW SPECIFICS ASOUT THE AMERICAN PW'S. HE SAID 'rHAT HE DOES NOT 
KNOW IF THE ENEMY PROSELVTING CADRE KEPT RECORDS, BUT IF ANYONE 
DID KEEP PH RECORDS IT WOULD HAVE BEEN THEM. 

O. ALTnOUGH tiE nAS NO FIRST HAND KNOWLEDGE OF U.S. PHIS IN 
TUE B3 FRONT, MR. THAO SAID THAT HE KNOWS TAKING PRISONERS 
CREATED MANY DIFFICULTIES FOR VIETNAMESE TROOPS. THE AMERICAN 
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PRISONERS DID NO,!' MOVE WELL IN THE JUNGLE 1 HE SAID, CREATING 
UNSAFE SITUATIONS FOR THE VIETNAMESE, ESPECIALLY DURING 8-52 
STRIKES. HE ALSO SAID FEEDING AND Cl.O'l'UING truE ~RI$ONER WAS TOO 
DIFFICUL'l' AND COSTl.Y FOR MANY PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) 
UNITS. 

E. HE RECAl,I,EO SEEING A MOVIE ABOUT AMERICAN P"P S AT 
CHRISTMAS 1ME# IN WHICH PRISONERS SANG CHRISTMAS SONS AND MADE 
PRESENTS FOR EACH OTHER. HE SAID 'i'HAT !CHUONG ,)WAN QUE, A CADRE 
')F THE ENEMY PROSELYTING OFFICEj A MAN NAMED 'rHO (MFI) f AND 
):EV£RAL OTHERS ORGANIZED THE PARTY FOR TUE PWIS. 
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F. MR. FLANAGAN ASKED MR. 'I'HAD IF HE KNOWS OF AN'i "CROSS-

OVERS II STAVING IN Vlh'TNAM DURING OR AFTER THE WAR. MR. THAO SAID 
THA'J' TO HIS KNOWLEDGE THERE WEHE NONE. 

G. IN RESPONSE TO DIRECT QUESTIONING, MR. THAO SAID THAT HE 
IS UNAWARE 01" AN'i, U.S. PW'S IN VIETNAM SINCE 1973. 

H. MR. THAO SAID TflAT Ttlt: U.S. WAS VERY GOOD AT RECOVERING 
THE: BODIES OF LOS'}' SOLDIERS DURING TilE WAR, BOT TI-IERE IS PROBABL¥ 
VER¥ LITTLE CHANCE OF FINDING REMAINS OF SERVICEMEN NOW. HE 
CITED THE CHANGES IN THE WESTERN HIGHLAND' S BECAUSr: 01" Sl:!vt::Rl:! 
WEATHER, HEAV'i U.S. BOMBING DURING TilE WAR, AND I.ACK OF RECORDS 
AND WI1'NESSES AF'n:~ 25 ¥l:!ARS AS REASONS liOR 1'I1LS. 

I. WITH NO FURTHER QUESTIONS t'OR MR. 'I'flAO, 'j'IIE JOINT TEAM 
AGREED TO CONCLUDE THE INTERVIEW. 
4. CORRELATIONS TO EXISTING POW/MIA CASES. NONE. 
S. PO'l'EN'l'IAl, LEADS. 

A. MR. THAO REFERENCED A FILM ABOUT A GROUP OF PRISONERS 
CELEBRATING CHRIS'l'MAS. i<HUONG XHAN QUE, NUMBER 7 OF THE LIST OF 
83, WAS INTERVIEWED BY 'fHE JOINT TEAM ON 17 MA¥ 93, AND WAS, 
loCCORI:)ING TO MR. 'I'HAO, ORGANIZER OF THE PART¥. A MAN NAMED THU 
// 
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