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UNCLASSIFIED @244 JAN 93
LIA PASS TO DOD POW~MIA CLNTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE

SUBJ: SRY ORAL HISTORY, INTERVIREW WITH NGUYEN VAN BON
REF: DET 1, JTFRA MSG 200241Z JAN 93

1. REF WAS THF SUMMARY REPORT OF ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED BY
JTEFA SPFCIAL ASSISTANT, MR G.E. BELL, IN VIETNAN DURIKG
THE PERIOD 6 TO 18 JAN 93. PARA LB OF REF REFEKS TO MR
MGUYEN VAN BON, THE WARTIME PROVINCE PARTY SECKETARY OF
JHUA THIEN-HUE, WHC WAS INTERVIEWED IN HUL CITY ON 11
JAN $3, THE FOLLCWING HEPORT PHOVIDES THE INTERVILEW
RESULTS. THE INTERVIEW ¥AS MONITGRED BY ASSIGNED
CCUNTERPART AND MINISTHY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE (MND} RHEP,
11C PHAM TEO, AND MINIS1hY OF THE INTERIOR (MOI) REP, MR
HA MINH THAN.

2. SOURCE, A 77 YEAR QLD KATIVE OF HUE CITY, REGRQUPED
70 THE NORTH DURING 1954 AND RETURNED TO SARAVAN
FRCVINCE LAOS WHEN THE NATIONAL LIBEKATION FRONT WAS
FORMED IN 196@. SOUNCE SAID HE WAS NEVER PERSONALLY
IKVOLVEL WITH US POW’S AND #AS ONLY ASLE TO RECALL
HAVING HEARD ABOUT ONE CAPTURED AMERICAN. SQURCE SAID
THAT SOMETIME LDURING THE MID 1664 °S {SOUKRCE NOT SURE OF
YPAR BUT BELIEVEL IT WAS 1966 CR 1967), HE HEARD ABCUT
OKE US PILOT WHO WAS CAPTURED AFTER HE PARACHUTED FROM
AN AIRCRAFT INSILE CF LAOS ADJACENT TO WESTERN QUANG TAHI
PROVINCE. SOURCE HEARD THAT TH& AIKCRAFT WAS OR A
RECONNAISSANCE MISSION AND eLYING VERY LOW AT THE TIME
OF THE INCIDENT. SCGURCE HEARD THE PILOT wAS TASEN GN
hCUTE B-45 WEST OF A LU0l (YC3899) TQ A CAMP CALLED
"IANG XHE"NEAR THE YILLAGES OF "A HO" ANL " VAI".
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SQURCE SAID THE CAMF WAS LOCATED IN THE AKEA OF THOUP
STATION (BINH TRAM} 45. SOUKCE ADDED THAT THE
LYSIGNATION OF KCUTE B-45 wAS DERIVED FRGM THE
DESIGNATION OF THOCF STATION 45. SOUKCE RECALLED THAT
TROCF STATION 45 WAS LOCATED IN THE "LANG TA” AhEA OF
SARAVAN PROVINCE. SOURCE SA1D ROUTE B~45 TRANSVERSED A
SECTION OF LAOS CALLED THE "EUNG THONG™ (I.E. PINE
FCREST}. ROUTE B-45 WAS A YILL #ORN TRAIL WHICH SERVED
45 h COFMO-LIAISCN RQUTE AND SUPFLY CORkIDOK FKOM THOGP
STATIOE 45 IN LACS T0 THE HUE AREA. SOUKGE HFCALLED THAT
A WELL KNOWN AND DIFFICULT TO NEGOTIATE RISE ALCNG THE
HOUTE WAS CALLED "ZoC MEQ (I.E. MEO RISE). SQUHCE HEARD
THAT THR Ub FCW WAS NUT ABLE TO EAT FISH SAUCE
INITIALLY, BUT EVENTUALLY BECAME ACCUSTOMED TO IT.
SOQURCE COULD NOT HRECALL ANY FURTHER INFORMATIOH
CONCERNING THE US FCw.

3. SQUKCE SAID THAT ACCORDING TO HIS RECCLLECTION, ALL
MATTERS PFRTAINLNG TQ US PCW'S WEKE THE KESPONSIBILITY
OF THE ENEMY PHOSELYTING RLEMENT OF TRI THIEN MILITARY
RIGION (MR}. SOURCE RECALLED THAT THE ELEMENT WAS CALLED
"TICH YAN QUAN KHU™ (I.E. MILITARY REG]JOK ENEMY
FROSELYTING). SCURCE VAGUXLY RECALLED THAT THE ENENY
PRUSFLYTING ELEMENT WAS HEADQUARTERED IR THE AREA OF
"YOM SCN¥ DIEN™ (XOMS SOWk DUIEENJ) AKD “xo# CUU SY
{ XOMS CUWR SYR) HAMLETS, AND NEAR NAM GIAO (YD 761R).
SOUHCE ERCALLED THAT A PAVK MAJ {NAME KOT RECALLED) AND
NATIVE CF HA TINH FROVIHCE, WHO WAS A CADRE OF THE ENEMY
FRCSFLYTING FLEMENT, WAS K]LLED CURING A BOMBING ATTACK
EY US AIGCRAFT AT NAM GLAD.

4. SCURCK SAIT THAT WHEN HE RETURNED FLOM NORTH VIETNAY
TC SAKAVAN LAOS BE WAS APPUINTED AS THE PAUVINGCE PARTY
SECRFTARY FOR THUA 1HIEN-HUX FROVINCE (PI THU TINH UY).
1dY ALMINISTHATIVE APFAHATUS DUAING WARTIME WAS LOCATED
INSILE LAOS &ML ACTUALLY THRERE WERE TWO SFPAKATE
AIMINISTRATIONS, WITH THF THUA THRIEN-HUE FROYINCE
ACMINISTHATION BEING LCCATED WITHIN ANOTHER
AIMINISTIRATIVE AFPARATUS CALLED THE "MQUNTAINOUS REGIQN
FROKT" (MAT THAN MIEN NUI). SOURCE LXPLAINED THIS
ABRARGEMENT BY SAYING THAT HIS ADMINISTRATIOR vAS AW
QORGAN OF ThE COMMUNIST FARTY ADMINIGTERING TERRITCRY
OCCUFIET EY THE nEPULIC OF VIETNAN (RVYN)} BY nEMOTE
CCNTRCL, WHILY THE MOUKNTAINCUS REGIGN ¥RONT ACTUALLY
AIMINISTEKERL THE TERAITORY Ik WHICH THEIx ADMINISTHATION
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wAS FHYSICALLY LOCATEL. THE PARTY SECRETARY QF THE
MOUNITAINQUS REGICN FHONT WAS M& LE HANH (HANHJ), WHO
SCURCE REFCALLFL IS NOUW HRTIRED AND RESIDING IN <UANG TRI
FhOVIKCY:. SOUKCL BELIRVES Mk HANH IS5 MORE QUALIFIED THAN
HF TO DISCUSS US FG¥’S HELL BY VIE14AMESE FORCES INSIDE
LA0S LURING TEE Wak.

L. WHEN ASKED CONCERNING OTHER CADRE WHO MIGHT BE ABLE
1C PROVILE INFOHRMATION CONCEHNING US POW/MIA, SOQURCE
FROVILEL THE FOLLOWING NAMRS: MR GIAJ, THE FURNMER HEAD
GF THE FRGYINCE FARTY COMMITYEE MILITANY FROSELYTING
SECTICN (EBAN HINH VAN TIKH UY), NOW RETIRED AND RESILING
I8 HUER CITY. M THU (LWU) AKA THU MEOQ MIENG (I.E.
INISTRL MQUTH THYU), %HO WAL WOUNDED IN THKE MOUTH DURING
THE WAk, Mk THU WAS ALSO aSSIGN¥YD TO THE MILITARY
FROSFLY1ING SECTION OF THE FROVINCE FAKTY COMMITTEE. HE

NGM RETIREL ANL RESILING IN HUE CITY. SQUKCE SAIL

T ALTHOUGH MR GIAI AND MR THU WEKE ASSIGNED TO THE
1 LIYARY FRGSELYTING SECYION OF THE FROUYINCE PARTY
KATHFR TRAN THE TKI TRIEN Mh ENEMY PROSELYTING SECTION,
YHFY MIGHT HAVE HAL SGME CONTACT WITH US PERSORNEL
LURING THE® WAR. FAVN MG 1MU {LKU), THF FCRMER CHIEF OF
STAFE FOR THI TEIEN MR, NOW RETIRED AND RESIDING IN THE
14Y LOC AHEA NEAR 1HF MANG CA AIRFIELD {YD7472382),
IhSILE THE CITALEL CF HUR CITY. SH COL BUI XHAC TOAN
(TOANE)}, THEE FORMEn UEPUTY OPERATIONS OFFICER {TRO LY
TAC CHIEN) FOR TRI THIFN MR, MOW RETIRED AND RESIUING IN
WUE CITY. SR COL NGUYEN ThORG DANE {ZANH), THE FORMER
GHERATIONS OFRICER FOk THU THIEN MR, NOW RETIRED AMND
hESTLING IN EUE CITY. (KOTE: SOURCE RECENTLY HFARL THAT
4 5pn COL LAKH DIRD IN HUE CITY, BUT SOUECF IS KOT SURE
WHETHER 1H: RFFORTEL DECEUENT AND Sk COL NGUYEN TRCHG
LANH MYNTICNED BY HIM ARE THE SAME FEHRSON). MR LE DANE
(ZANH) (POSSIRLY L¥ NGOC DahY}, THE FOKMRK DEPUTY
FOLI'M1CAL DIRECTOR (FEO BAN CHU KHIFM) OF THE TRI TAIEN
M POLITICAL SRCTION, NOW KETIRED AND HESIDING IN QUANG
Tl. SCURCE HEARL THAT MR DANH WAS HECENTLY APPOINTEE A3
IhHF HEAL OF THE VIEINAM WAK VYETEHANS ASSCCIATION IN
wUANG 1HT.

WUEN ASKED FCR HIS OFINION AS TO WHAT IMMEDIATE
aCTIGN U5 INVESTIGATORS MIGHT TAKE TO OBTAIN LEADS
CCNCYRNING US PERSOMNYL STILL UNACCGUNTED FOR IN TIHE
WiiUA THTEN-HUE FROVINGE AAEA, SOURCE SUGGESTED THAT THEY
WO TO WESTERN THUA THIEN AND GUANG THI PHOVINCES. SOURCE
UFINED THAT LOCAL OFFICIALS OF HUORG HOA DISTRICT IN
wUAKG ThI, AND A LUOI DISTRICT OF THRUA THIEN-HUE %IGHT
FF AFLE TO FROVILE AT LEAST SUME INFORMATION OF
TNTEREST. SOUHCY SAIL HE COULL NOT RECALL THE NAMES OF
LADRKE IR GQUANG THI, BUT DID SUGGEST THAT US
INVESTIGATCRS CONTACT LTC KHCA (XHOAS), THE DISTRICT
MILITARY COMMANLER, AND-LTC TI LE (LEE), THE FORMER
DISTHICT FUBLIC SECURITY CHIEFIkK & LUOI DISTKICT.
ACCORDING TO SQURCE, BOTH LTC KHOA AND LYC LE WERRE
ASSTUNEL TQ THE & LUQI AKkEA LDURING THE WAR.
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A. ALTHOUGH SCURCE WAS NOT UNCOOFERATIVE, HE WAS VERY
IMPATIENT AND CONSTANLY ASKED IF SA WAS FINISHED WITH
THE INTERVIEW. SOURCE CONSTANTLY EHMFRASIZED HIS ROLE AS
A PARTY OFFICIAL, RATHER THAN A MILITARY MEMBER. AT
TIMES SGURCE WAS ACTUALLY JOCULAR In THIS REGARD CAUSING
THE MND R¥F, LTC TEO, TO APPEAR SOMEWHAT UNEASY. Si
GAINEL THE IMPRESSION THAT SOURCE FROBABLY KNOWS FAR
MORE THAN HE REVEAL}D BUT BELIEVES HE SHOULD FASS ON THE
NAMES OF OTHER POTENTIAL WITHESSES WITH SIMILAR
KKOWLELGE LUE TO SQURCE'S COMMUNIST PARTY AFFILIATION.
SA MALE NO ATTEMFT TO PREVENT SOURCE FROM TAKING THIS
TACK ANL BELIEYES THE NAMES FROYIDED BY SOUHCE WILL
ERSULT IN ACDITICNAL, MORE CASE SFECIFIC LEADS.

E. SOURCE APPEARED TQ BE IN UNUSUALLY GQOD HKEALTH,
CCNSIDERING HIS AGE AND JUNGLE ENVIRONMENT LIFE STYLE
THROUGHOQUT THE WAk YEARS. LTC TEC DID ALVISE HOWEVEER,
TEAT SQURCE SUFFERS FHOM HIGH BLOQD PRESSUKE AND UNABLE
TC WITHSTAND LONG INTERYIEW SESSIONS. SOURCE WAS NOT
CONLUCIYE TO MAP TRACKING AND CLAIMED EAD VISION.
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