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FROM, JCRC-LtIB 

SUB", rorei9fler" Obs~rvea at. Son Tay, Il'llnoi SRV Ourin." May 1962. 

a • Name, .. ham Quang' DAO 
1>. COB. 23 AUG 62 
c. POlh ~t Tan (v) Til Loo (0) HA:I. HUn9 (1') 

. d. PQ:t::IM>r posit1orn U2 Border Security Police 
e. Present loea ~ior.. 1I0i Ling ChIlU 

f. Identifioat.ion data. 1D*3867, Boat LM 2010 
9. DOl I May 1992 
h. Map used, None 
i. Dat. .. of :Lntervi_. 12 sep 94 
j. Name of int.erv:Lower, Hr. Garnett ~. Bell 
k. oth,u:, Arr1 ved Hong Kon", 11 May 94. 

Source,a 22 year old male vietnamese refugee and former PSS officerfclaimed 
to ha.",e observed thr .... Or four light sk:Lnne(l fore:L<jners whom he heai-d _re 
Americans at Bat nat prison, Son Tlly Vietnam during May 1982. 

Information. 

Souroe stated that while attanding the Border Security police (ssp) 'school 
(Trwongf Coong An Bieen thongf) from August 1979 until March 1984 h~ 
oQoasionally visited a childhood t~iend ot hie ~nown to him as Nguyen Van Hung 
(DPOB'1962 Nhat Tan (V) TU Loc (D) Hai HUng (1'», Who worked as a cqok at tbe 
Bat Bat Prison. Sauro .. stated that the 8SP sohool was located soutliwest of 
son Tay Town (Wo15337) a~ one to two kilometers west of the Ai M~ Br1dge 
(WJ523354) (BSP School located viq WJ5134 acoord1ng to Source). 504rce was 
not able to looate the sat Bat Prison but did provide a memory eKetqh (eo. 
attached sketch). source recalled that Bat Bat Frison was located ~t the foot 
of a mountain whioh Was located approx five kilometers from a largeilake called 
Suoi Hai in an area called SuoiHai (suo1 Hai Lake not shown on aVa~lal>l. maps. 
The only eim11ar place name in th. general area referred to by Sou~ce was Man 
X:UOi Hai (w.:J3521'l». SOUroe al80 reea.lled that th .. two ",ill&9SiII nearest the 
prison were.Tan Linh and Tan Hong Villages located approx seven kID tram Bat 
Bat Prison. Source described the prison ss a small prison situated 'on the 
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slope ofa '~~ll w~th pine and willaw trees .~rr~undin, it. Buureel_tated that 
the FriGOn had a brick wall on the o~ter perimeter which was appro, four to 
five .... to". bi!Jh with an aWrox 2.5 .... tor 1rmer perimeter fence constructed 
of, wirlll (similar to cbain Unk fencing). Source stated' that "So1: Gi,," 1I0']1! 
(larve fierce g"ay colored dOiS whicb are .!milar ,to German ~B .nd derive 
tll.ir n..- frOllll tbe pictur" that i9 on bottles of bevel'a9". callod!'B .. :I. Gie 
acco:r4ing 1:0 ,Source) we"e present in' the area. bet_n tlle f""CBs. [S~r"e 
at.ete<l thAt' be "as abl.. to 'lain entxy to the p",i"on by u,d,n9 II' pa... isaued by 
th~ asp school and with belp from bis friend who wol'ked inll.ide .. the !prison and 
who came 1:0 the qat. 1:0 lDeet Source and elllCort hilll inailSe. Sour ....... ' .. tated 
that h. bB9an visiting' I!unq at the pr.l.BOIl BOlIIetime dUr1n9 earLy 19th when be 
learned. of Hung's alll!ll9Umertt there after he went home to visit hh' (S9Urc$'s) 
f_11y at lIbat ,Tan, Hai Hung during tb .. "'l'lIIt" bol.lllays. Sou roe rBCl'alled that 
fz;iend Hunq hall movell from Nhat Tan (V) to 'thanh IIIili (V)· 'thllnh Ha' (0) when he 
~nd Source were in thair fiftb year of school. SQUrCe learned f~' b1s family 
in early 1981 ~hat Hung was alao a member of the asp an4 wal! assi~ried to tbe 
Bat Bat; pr:l.sQn. Source hearofrom Hung 4urLIIg hLs viei~s to Bat B,.t that 
Hung had attonded .. mid level BSl' coursofor nine months' anll ha<f: tlien bBen 
.... ign.d as a CQok at' the p;ri"''''lh Sou=e vi"ited 'HunS at Bat Bat 1/;.-ison durinq 
monthly visits whicb alway .. occurlled on Sw,asY'when SQ~rce ... a .. off lllut'y. SOur" .. 
recalled that occasionally hili visltelS the prison twice during, the ~alDe months. 
Bourc .. continUed t.o v.l. .. it Hung at; the prison until "'ret" 1984 when lSource qralluated 
from the BSP Bcbool end wa .. r«lssilJYled to 8S1' station :a.F. 50. at'~e, Binh-Tri..;..n,:ten. 
sOurce etated that. du:r11l9 "ne viaLt to Bat})at Prison in ,May 1982 lie observed 
four ~ w .. lking inside the c~ who lOoked like foX'ei9~rs.' 5uur~ stated that 
be obseX'Vlld the _n in 'the conj:.or of U,e cotIIpOImll end that the;y wei .. w .. lking 
oABUal1y w.l"thno quard. aCOOlllpal-.yin'il' 101 tho\l9h g\l .. ~a wen> prees .. t a't the 
per~j;~r. Source obaervodt-be men for awrox thr .... minut .... from ia di.taneD Of 

"WWX 250 ..... tera. Source stated 'that one of the f_r men walkad ~.bind a 
building when he f.l.~~t observe() the group and tbat he dLd not seethe'fourth man 
clearly but a~aumed that he waa alao a foreilJUer like the other th~e. Source 
.. tated. that the other three men were all li9ht slUhned (just 11lte ~e interviewer 
who La II. caucasian wi th ~an compl,liIXlllllni';J And were n~t Vietname..... . $ouroe 
Observed that allot the fO\lr men'~e:re we~:l.n9 White ~riSQn unito~ with one 
half inch light 9'reen vertical stripes. Source" d1d not notioe the Jlair Or e:fa 
color and .. tated that he, did nQt look at too men cloaely bBoaUBe h$, WAS' com:>erned 
that he would Appear to be too cudOl.ls t.o the prison .. taff. Source; stated that 
the lDen looked. to b .. approX 30 1:0 45 YM and that. none of them ,WDX'EI' inj~red 
or wounded. SoUrce was not ~lo' to proVido"any further QeBcripti~ of the 
Inen. Sourco ".cal10d that he obBelN'ed the I1\fm durin'iJ th& molMil\9 .pm..t.ime 
between 0900 and 1200 hoUrs. source stated that at the time he' Oba~"v .. d the men 
his, frienlS HUllg 1:o1d b1m that the men be Ilaw at Bat Bat prison ,WI!Il"e; ~ricanB. 
lIang did not: p:ovide any. ,details concernin\! the men. their i(l_tity~ c1:r:uwnlJt .. nc .... 
of Capture, or how lonq they had been in captiv1ty. Sou:t'Ce wall not' able to provide 
any further info~t1on conoerning the foreisners that he observed at Bat aat 
Prison. 
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i!lourceBack\!round, $Ource .. tated'that he hlO.<'1, relllided lIIince birth t:II'\til 
Auq 1919 At Nhat T~ tV), Tg, Loo (D), Bai Hun\! '(P) Vietnam~, 8ourue' listed 
his relatives /lS. father; ,Pham Van cao, DI?OB 1934 Nhan Tan (V), riotd:'Il;rmt;oJ;, 
currontly re.iding at l'Ol!I, lIlOther, Nguyen Thi Mong, DPOB 1937 Nhat jran (V),' 
housewife (e_ a.ddress), siblings, Pham QW!tn9 Lam (~O YOII.)", I1'bAm ~h Nu 
(15 YOM, l'ham Thanh Hue (12 YOA), Pham QUanlJ 'riep (8YOAl·, pham QU~I19 IQlI"O 
(3 'f0A) (all etudente :l;'&s1d1n9' at 8_ Ilddreee /le parents)'. eo...,., .. ' IItated that 
he beglkn. attending the Nhat Tan, Elementiu:¥ School at 7 YOA. an<l stud.1ed t.here for 
"even YeA"'. While tl1. .01:1001 pr .lnoipal wall ""'.. p)uun Van. Phlet. So~e 
studied for three years at ~ Lac ,(D) School where the ~incipaL wa~,Mr. Le 
Huy 't'hanh. Source,'):)agan attendance at th" Bor<ler Security Polic .. St.lloolat Son 
Tal" Hanoi in Aug' .... t 1979 and remained there unt11 March 1964.' Sauroo statsd' that 
th .. asp Sohool was headed by. Sr Col J?ban Ngoo. Source recalled thaI:; SxCJI't 
cat ( .. NO) Willi a <1octor aSlli9ned to the BChoo1 as II medical expert. . Sourge stAted 
tbat his tra1ll1ll9 courea consisted of tbrse pbas.s wLth .. final eK~ination. 
Phase ,I oonili$ted of the fo1low;Lnq. Vietnamese communist' party Illstory, , 
~n:-t.en1n Theory, cul tUJ;9, Math,' Chines" ~nda;o:; in, IntroductiOn" to! Mili ta"Y 
Servic .. s, Lesson l' on Firi"'l the AK Rifl .. , Phys1cal J3j) (swlimning anli OOXin9) , 
Infantry 6qua(l 'l'acl:.ics, Mill1l1on of tbe· Bo:rder Security Police,' psycl>oloqy, 
Educatlon, and tbe Chain of Command/Military Ranks. Phaee 'II consi~ted of 
~oonnai8.ano./Xnt.lliq.nce, Law, criminology, Military Terrain, ~09nomics/ 
Politice, Mass Destruction Weapon!!'; Infantry platoon Tactic. Offense-Defense" 
Mi.sion of Bordor Security ~olico, Rankil and Re<Julations, aoxing, ~saon 2 AK 
!'tifle/Automatic Rifle/Maohine GUn " BIlginGer, and Signal. phase U:i: cons1st.ed 
of the followin'i/l Reconnaissance, BoroeJ; security, rnfantry' COIIlpllny Tactics/ 
aorder Security Tactics, Firing of the A~ Rifle (~y and Night Firi~9), 
111-40 and 8-41, 60 Iknd 82 mm mortar, DKZ Firing, K54 and K59 Pistol,:Scianus 
of Communism, Party and Politioal Ta~k9, Boxing, and Ranks. Tho na~ional 
exam1nat1on consieted of the followtn'l1 Military IIu):)jl3Cts (Ranks aild Weapons 
firing), Pol.itioaJ,. Su):)jeClts(l'arty and Political Taekll) an<l HiBaion, su):)ject8 
(Bo%der Security Police and Reconna1seance). 'Souroe atated that th~,armed 
security Police (PU):)lic sec:ur.!.ty pol1ce) bad t>een reorqanized as thl!!' Sorder 
security pollce an<l reassigned from the Ministry of the Interior to,the 
Ministry. of Defense 88 a result of Resolution 21 and Directi~e 1148'of the 
Polit1calBur8au. Hand drawn memory sketche", provided by.'SaUX'ce art. attached. 

,Source claimed durin; hi!! ,initial' interview with f!on .. ICon .. ;rmmiqrat,i.on that h .. 
had o):)se:rved tive IlmeriClana .,at Bat Bat Pri .. on. suuwe lllter 1;:o1d qlo JCRC 
intervi~r that he had $eon thJ:ee or four light skinned foreiqnersjwhom his 
friend flUng said were llmerioans •. Souroe acted as if he Wantadto~y that the 
men were Americans but waH non committal and admitted that he was n.;.t sur .. of the 
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nationality. souroe cla1mad that he Was /lOure that the men were no~ Vietna~sQ. 
Soura .. at Urst olaimed to have observed' th .. fONigllesr. while' v~d I!1ngllung at 
the staff quarters of the oa~ but. after the interviewer pointed out to him 
that the latl.'!ne buil.ding woula have b100:1<. .. <1 hi. view (ao"oro:U.ng to Sou:/:Qe'. 
sketah) SO~oe claimed that the latrine was not ae large a"l he had:indlcated on 
the sketch and that he had ",41ked down by the garage wh;i,·l .. vil • .I.tin'i ·llUrig. 
Source was well compoSed thl.'ougoout IIIOst of t;he interview' but l:>e"anie <:>hv1ou"lly 
frightened and nervous When the interview was dil.'eatad tOWftl.'d the ~hree or four 
foreigners wham SOUl.'ae claimed.to have Observed. Souroe did not krt~ how 
to read a map and alt;hough he claimed to have stUdied military ter~ain o~1d no~ 
provide a detailed descl.'iption of the 10al>t1on af ,Bat SI>1o Prison. ,SourCe did 
nqt seem very familiar with the a~a where be. said the oamp was ledated. Souroe 
acted IIt~angely when questioned concerning hiS friend Hung and ·gave the interviewer 
the impression that he was not disolosinq all of his knowledq .. oonderflinq Ilung 
or hill job at sa.t sat Call',P. SQurce may bav .. been "hown .. lI.ketch o1t Satn"t oamp 
by Hung Or someone else and also tc1d · .. bout th ... tor .. ign.rs· ... 1l .... e.s;to be held 
there. Souroe d:l.d seem t'1I1lti1ia.r with the area t.:om HallOi tC' ,where 'hi" ""bocl 10 .... 

located and fairly familiar w:l.th that portion of .H1ghway BO (built:by CUb"", .. 
according to source) which served as the main ~U~.. to .various school" and pldnto 
of the 9ov .. rnment. Source has no poII.1bil1ty ot' r ..... ttlement in the .U.S. and 
due to his reaeflt arrival at Ilon'1. ~n'1 has l:1.ttlechanaeof bel.n", lS<loeptod by any 
othli!r country. SOu~ .. will be avaUa'ble for relntervi .... ·dur1\..'1 t"",iative D<>",emI:>er 
1984 interview trip. 

Sn,,108Urell. 

~~,~~ 
PAUL D. MATflIllR 
Lt Col, USI\.F 
JCRC Liaison Officer 

Sket.ch .. 1:!lilP of Bat Bat P:I:1son 
Sketch Map of Son ~aytaat Bat Prison Area 
Immiqrat10n ~Qrm 
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