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SUMMARY: (U) THIS IS A STONY ERACH REPORT IT
FORwWARDS INFORMATIGN OBTAINED FRCM A YISI] T0 THANH
E;ETBiﬁiggy.”:A TAY PROVINCE, VIETNAM, BY & DELEGATIOR
. MEMBERS QF 1RE SEMATE SELECT CC .
Pw/MIa AFFAIRS. ¥ CEMITEAE On
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TEXT: 1. {(U) ON WFDNESDAY, 22 APR 92 AT 1345 HAS, &
DFLYGATICNM LEL PY FOUR MEIMERRS (F THE SENATE ShLCY
COMMITTEE ON FW/MIA AFFAIRS VIST'TID YHF THANH T.LFP A¥A
FANG LIET HMAXIMUM SECUHITY FPrlsCN 1IN THENME LIET
VILLAGE ADJACENT 1C HA LING TUwMShILE, 1A '1TRY PROVILCE,
VIETNAM.  THE VISIT wAS CONDUCTRD AWI'RW A SERIFS OF
MERTIAGS WIUH SCUTALIST MEPUELIC OF YIETRAM {(5uV)
GOVIANMENT CFFICIATLS INCLULING PHIML MIKISTER 10 Myol
AND FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN MANH CAM, DUhING WI'ICH 'TEE
VIRINAMESY GOVERNMENT REAFFIHMID 105 CCOMMITMENT 10
WORKING TOWARL AN FARLY REFSOLULTICH OF THk PW/MIA
15SUE. THE CCMMITTEE DELEKGATION DECIDYEL TO MaRT THE
YISI1 AS A SECRT-NGTICK LIVF SiCGHIING IRVESTIGAIIOUN
{LSI) OF R¥PCRTS TUAT ALLFGIL U.S, PRISCMIHS WEH}
BEING HELD AT THRIS FACILITY AFIER THr WAH.

2, (U) ThF COMMITTEFE LILEGATION WAS LID Y SiNATOR
JORN F. XEHRY (D-MASS), AND INCLUDED SEN AOBEHT SMITH
(R-NEFw HAMPSHIFF), SEM CHAPLMLS CRHASSLEY (k=I0¥A), AND
SEN EANX BECWN (R-COLORALOQ). B TIOMAS NFFDHAM,
CCHMMANDER J1FFA, ACCOMPARIKD THF DFLEGATION, AS IIL
LTC JOHN V. CONOVAN, CHItF¥, L¥Y 2 JIF¥a, HANOI.
SEVERAL SENATE STAFF AIDYS ACCCMPARNIED 'I'E DELEGATION,
AS LID GARAFIT E. BFLL, SPFCIAL ASSISTANT 90 CJTEFA.
THE LCPYLEGATICN WAS SUPPORTEL BY STCNY FEFACH LIV
SIGHTINC INVFSTIGATORS EMMETT MOHGCAN AND (w3 ThHOMAS
MCKEY, AND JPFFA L1 ? PIRSCANFL ALISCG SUPPURTFL 'TH}
DELEGATION. VIETNAMESE CFFICE FOR SEKrING MISSING
PLRSCAS (VANCSMP) LSI CCUNTEHPART FHAM LUNG LED A CROUF
OF SHY CFFICIALS WHO ACUCOMPANIED THE D}LEGATION TO THF
FRISCN.

3. (U} UPON ARRIVAL A1 1TH} PPISCGh 1H} LELEGAYILM WAS
MET BY THEE PRISON DIRECTOR NCUYEN CONG NRUAN, 54 YIAKS
OLL. WHILE WALKING INTC THE PRISCHN, YHF DELMGATIULN
MEMEFRS ENGAN ASKING MR. NHUAN QUESTIONS RLMOST
IMMBLIATELY. SEN KERRY ASKXED MR. NHUAR EOW MANY
PRISONEPS ARE CURRENTLY AT THAMH LIBY FRISCR., MP.
NEUAN REPLIED THAT ‘PHERE ARE CURRENTLY TEN VIETNAMISE
PRISCNEPS A1 THE PRISON, ALTHOUGH THX FRISuN HAS THE
CAPACITY TO HOLD HUNDRFLS ©F PRISCNERS. UPON AHRIVAL
AT A SMALL CUNFEMENCE FOOM, THE DELFGATICK NOTICED
THAT FRISGN CFFICIALS HAL S5¥1 OUT SOME 1KA AND WIER,
WhEN ASLED WEEN FE LEARNEFD THE LELRGATION WAS COMLING,
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MRE. NLUAKN REPLIED THAT KE HAL RECEIVED A CALL AROUND
NOON, APPRCXIMATELY TWwO HCUKS EFFORE THE DRLEGATION
ARRIVED.

4. (U} MR. NHUAN GAVF A BKIEF WFLICOMIMNG SPEECH TC
THY LCELYGATION, APOLOGLIZEL FOR THE CONDITION OF Tuk
PRISCN, ARD INTRCDUCED HIS ASSISTANT, ¥AJ TRAN TRI.
ME. NHUAN STATED TRAT HR HAL WORKEL IN THE MINISTPY OF
INTERICR (MCI) PRISCN SYSTEM FOR ALMOST THIRTY YEARS,
AMNDG HAD PeEM AT THAMH LIET PRISCH VPRETWMEM IQ€7 AKNL
177, HE HAS LBLEN THE TIRFCTOAR QF THE PRISON }OR
THREE YEARS. SOME OF KIS PREDECESSORS HAVE HETIKREL,
ANT CTHERS HAVE DIFD. HF STATED THAT FRISGANERS AR}
XEPT AT THANH LIET ¥OR A& VARIETY CF CRINKH, IKCLULING
PRISCAEFS CAPTURRD IN BATTLE. THE DELEGATION ASXEL ¥
U.5. PRISONERS WRRE EVER HEILL IN THE PRISCN. MR,
NEUAN REPFLIED ThAT TEM U.S5. PRISCNFRS WERE HELD JN THE
PEISCh FROM 1568 1C 19%2%, AF1ER wdICH TIME NO U,S.
PRISONFRS WERE EVFR® HELLT AT THF PRISON. 'wHEN ASKEL [}
A JAPANESE BUDDHIST MONn HAD EVER BEEN DELD IN THE
PRISCh, ME. MHUAK STATYD THAT bk HAD MC KNCWLKIGE CR
RFCOLLECTION OF ANY SUCH MONK EVER HAVING STAYED AT
THE PRISCMN.

©. {U) ©SIN XFRRY ASKILD TO St} THE ARMAS WHFRT U.S.
PRISCANERS HAL RERM HELD, AND RMQUESTED TO WALK FHFIELY
THROUGHOUT TH: PRISON COMPOUML AND QUESTION CURRENT
PRISCMEWS Ch THEIR YMNOWLEDGE OF ALLEGED U.5. PRISCNERS
AT THF FACILITY AFTER 19%3, MW, NHUAN AGRE¥FD TO SHOW
THE CFLEGATILN THE AkEA wHREF U.5., PRISGNERS HAL BEIN
UELD DURING THE WAR UNDER THE CONDITION THAT NO
PHOTOGRAFHS CR VIDFCTAPF RF TAEEM IN THF ARBA. 10
THAT POIKT JTF¥A LFT 2 AND STCNY BEACH TEAM MEMBELS
HAD ACCCMPLISHEL SCM} LIMITED VILDECTAPING AND hAT
TAKFN PECTOGRAPHS. TAPE AND PHOTOS WILL BE ENCLOSURES
1C & FULL REPORT 1C FOLLCW AT THE LARLIRST POSSIPLE
TIME. MR. NEUAN DFCLINFT TO ALLCW THE LRLEGATION TG
VISIT AMY AREAS WHKRE U.S. PRISCNERS HAD NOT BIFN
HELD, AND REFUSED DELEGATION MEMBERS PERMISSION TO
SPIAKL TC ANY CURRINT PRISONERS.

6. {(U) SIN KERRY TOLD [IRFCICR NBUAN AMDL UNOSMP LSI
COUNTEHPAKT DUNG THAT HE HAD JUST TALLET TO SRV PAIME
FINISTRER MUCGI AND FORFIGM MIMISTER CAM 1HAT1 SANME
MORKING AND HAD KEEN TOLD Lk COULL $O ANYWHERE HE
WALQIL IN SEAFCH CF MISSING AMFEICANS] MIUAN'S
RISPONST TO THE DFRURST HAS TiHrREFCORE UMACCEPTARLE.
MH. LUNG EXPLAINED TIAT TLE PHISCR 1S & MAXIMUM
SFCORITY MCT FACITITY, ARL THAY Rk HAD KCT RECYIVEL
NIW GUILAMCE THAT #0ULL CYRGRULY TR} SICURUTY MEASURIS
FAKKING YOREIGH ACCESS TQ OCoUPIED AERAS OF TF:
PLRISOA. MF. LUKG YLACFL A CAL1 1¢ Shy F{Y LEPULY
MINISTEs LE MINH BUKG TO KEQUIST CLARTHLCATION OX fik
IS5UF WHILE CCME MEMBIRS CE THF L¥LFGATION VISITHED TH=.
KOWw CF CFLLS THAT FNRMIRLY nOULI] U.S. PRISONIVS.

7. (U} ¥KEEN DELEGATION MENMBERS ASKED MR, NUUAN FOR
INFOBMATION CN U.S, PHWISONERS RELD AT THANH LIF1, HF
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REEPLTED 1HAT THE PRISON CURRMMILY HAS FC RECOFDS ON
THE U.S. PRISONFRS. HF SAIL THAT CURRINT IKMATES OF
THE PRISON ARE VIOLATORS OF SECTIONS OF THE CHIMINAL
CCLE THAT CCME UNDER THE FURVIkw CF THF MCI, SUCH AS
POLITICAL PRISONERS ANWD PRISONFRS EFLIFVRL TO HAVE
CCMMITTEL CRIMES THAT JFROPARDIZE NATIONAL SECUHITY,
WHEN ASKED IF THE U.S. PRISONERS AT AHAMH LI¥T WERE
TRANSFEHRRED IN AND QUT OF OTHER PRISONS, MA. NHUAM
STATED THAT ALL T¥MN PRISCNERS WERE HVYLL ONLY AT THAME
LIET, WIRE TAKEN DIRFCTLY TC 1A LAM AIRPORT ANLC
RELFASEL TC U.S. CONTROL IN 1873, AND TEAT HE
PFRSCAALLY WAS INVCLVYED 1IN TARING THEM 10 GIA LAM
ATRPORT.

g, {U) DY¥LEGATION MEMBIRS CONLUCTREDL AN FXAMIMATION
OF TEE SEVEN CELLS THAT HAD KELD U.S. PHISONERS TO
LOCX FOR EVIDINCE CF U.S. OCCUPANCY OF ANY CFLL ARTHR
1673, ALTHOUGH EVIDENCE WAS FOUNEL QF OCCUPANCY Y
OTHER-THFN-VIFTMAMESE PRISONERS, SUCE A3 A POSSIBLY
GIRMAK FROM 1€ JUN BB 10 21 NOV B# {(wRGIK BC
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{ccCp, SMICHOV), AND A PCSSIELE AUSTRALIAN (AUSTRALIA
1968}, AC CCNGRFIE EVIIFACF CF OCCUPANCY BY U.S.
PRISCAEES A¥TER 1&73 hAS UNCOVEHED. WHIN ASKYTL ABOUT
AN BE¥A ACFCSS A WALL »ECM 1HYX AREA ThAT HRLD U. S,
PRISCNERS, MNHUAN EXPLAINFD THAT THE ARFA IN QUISTION
CONTAINED CUWRENT PRISONEHS AMD SOME IRTHEHROGATIUN
ROCHMS. ASKRED TC SPLCULATE wWHY RFFCK1S HAD SUPRACEL
ALLEGING THF PRESINCE OF U.S., PRISCKYRS MEAR THF THAMH
LIET PRISON, NHUAN KEAD NO AnNSWhE, SAYIRG ONLY TFAC
REFCRTS ALLEGIMG THE PRFSKNGY CF U.S. PHISUNERS HAL
SURFACEL ALL OVER VIETNAM,

G, (U) AF1EP 1HE DELY¥GATION MEMEMRS HAL VIEWIL THF
AREA WwHEHE U.S. PRISONERS HAD BEEN NELD, SEN ERRY
ACAIN ASXFLD 1F¥ AN ANSYER HAD BRFRN RECEIVEL ON 1HE
REQUEST TO TOUR THE INTIRE PRISON. HE baS TOLD THAT
OFFICIALS wERE KGT AVAILARLE 10 FRCVIDE AN ANSWER AND
PFRMISS ION COULD KCT BE GRANTEL 1N THF ARSEKCE
THEREOF. SEN YXERRY STATED THAT IT HAS IMPORTANT THAT
THE DELEGATICN SEE MORE PROGHESS, AND REQUESTED THAT A
CALL EE MADE TO SRY FOHEIGN MINISTER CAM TO RESCLVE
THE IMPASSE ABOUT FURTHER IMSPFCTICAN CE THE FACILINY,
MR. NHUAN PXPRESSED HIS LISPLFASURE OVER THF FAGT THAT
SCMF MEMPERS COF THE PHESS WHO HAD REMAIREL IN 1HE
COURTYARD wHILE THE DELEGATION VISITEDL THE AREA
FCRMEFLY HCUSIMG U.S. PFISCANEPY RAL DIYREGAPDED HIS
BEQUESTS TO CEASE AND DESIST ALL SwILL AND VIDEO
PHOIOGRAEHY .

Ie. (U) AT 15¢% HRS MR. DUNG wAS CALLAD TO INFORM
H1M THAT THE FIRST DEPUTY FCERIGN MINISTER WAS CALIIKG
THF CEPUTY INTRRIOR MINISTER TO HELP RFSOLVE THE
IMPASSE, AND THAT A CALL ¥ROM THE MOl WCUID BY¥
FORTHCOMIKG. WHILE WAITING FGH THE CALL SEN XEHRY
ACAIK BXPLAIRED 70 LSI CCUMTEEPART DUAG THRAT THE
SENATE CCMMITTEF HAL BEMN CIVEN ELANKET APPROVAL THAT
MORMING TO VISIT ANY LOGATION KECESSARY TO MAKE
PEOGRYSS OM THF ISSUE, AND MEMY}ERS WEHE MCGT 1CLD "YOU
CAN GO ANYWHEHE EXCEPT..." OR "YCGU GAK GO ANYWhERE
FUT...". ™R. DUNG FEPLIFD 1HAT IN HIS CAPACITY &S LS1
COUNTFRPART HL EAS AUTHORITY T¢ TALK TO ANY CITIZ¥N
AND YISIT ENY AREA IN VISTNAM, BUT HIS AUTHORITY DOES
NMOT FXTEAL 10 10TAL FPFEIGM OF ACCESS "0 MILITARY
INSTALLATIONS OR NATIONAL SECURITY AREES. 1IN SUCH
AFEAS BIS AUTHCRITY 1S SURJECT 1C 1HAT CF 1HF LIHECTOH
OR COMMANDING OFFICMR OF THF FACILITY UNLESS HP
RECEIVES GUIDANCE TO THE CONTRAEY, AND 1N THIS CASE EE
HAT BEACHED 1HE LIMITS CF H1S AUTHCRITY UMIFSS ARND
UNTIL HY RRCFIVFD ALLI''IONAL AUTHORITY.

11. (U) SEN KERRY ASKED MH. NHUAN WHAT GUIDANCE HE
HAL RECFIVED WHFM NOTIFIFL OF THR SFNATE LFLLGATION
VISIT, HE REPLIED THAT HE EAS AUTHORI7ED TO ALLCW
ACCFSS 1C 1HF AFEA WHFRE U.S. PRISCNERS HAL BEIN HELD,
BUT THAT ACCESS TO OTHER AREAS WAS FROHIBITEL TO
FORFIGKERS. WHEN SFEN K¥RRY ASXED HIM 1F HE WAS
WILLING TO MAKE A EOLL MGVE 1N 1HF IN1}PRST1S CE
INTERMATIONAL RELATIONS ANL ASSUME THE AUTHORITY TO
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AUTHORIZE A TOUR OF THE REST OF THE ¥YACILIYY, MR.
MHUAN AFCLCGIZED AND SAIL HE STMPLY €COULD NOT JiO 30
WITHCUT THF APROVAL OF HIGH}R AUTHCRITIRS.

12, (U) WKEEN MO! DEPUTY MINISTER LE mMikh KUKG CALLEL
THE PRISCN, SFN SMITH SUCGESYERL 1HAY PIIHAPS JUST '1HE
SENATORS IN THF IRLFGATICN coULY TCUP TiF KeST 0F Th¥
FRISCN. AFTIR SRVERAL MINUTES CF LISCUSLIULN, AR
ACCOMMOLATICN WAS ERFACHEFL WHPFRELY THY FOUR U.S.
SFNAGCHS, ACCCMPANIFL BY MR, F¥@LL AS AN LNPERPHETRR,
WOULL EF ALLCOWED TO INSP}CT viESUALLY THR WFST OF THD
PHISCh, ESFECIALLY AREAS WHERE THE VIETKAMENE
PFISCAERS ARE CURRYNTLY HRLL, 1HE SEMRICES CCULL Not,
HOWEVEH, CONVERSE WITH THF FRISONERS, MRCAUSL TOQ 10 50
wOULL CAUSE DISRUFTION IN THE PHISCN, THE SENATOAS
¥CULL Bk ATICWED 1TC )IMSPECT VISUALLY CELLS OCCUPIKL MY
VIETNAMFSYE PRISONERS FROM THEL nUTSIDLI WwITH THE LOORS
GPEN, EUT COULD NOT STEP INSIDE THE CELLS. Tie
SENATORS AGREEL, ANL PROCFEDLL 17C '10UR UH¥ HFST OF 1HE
PH1SCN,
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1%, (U) UPON COMPLETION OF T#} TOUR, SEN KFERY
THARKED THF SHV PWISON CADKRE, SAYING TEAT THE SENATORS
COULL RI}PORT T0O THF AMERICAN PRICPLE THAT THEY SAw
EVERYTEING THEY WANTED TO SEE, INCLUDING PLACES THE
VIFINAMISE LID AGT EXPFCT THFM TC SEF. MPB. NHUAN
REPLIFD THAT THE VIETNAMISE PROPLE THY TO SHOW
GOODWIL)L TOWARD THE AMYRICAN PFOPLE, ADDING THAT EVEN
LURING THE WAR WHEN THE VIKINAMFSE WEBE HUNGRY AML
UNDFR THRFAT OF U.S. BOMEARIMKNT, THFY WORXED VERY
HARD TO FYFT AND SAFEGUARD TLE U.S. PRISONERS IN THEIR
CARE, ©SEN GRASSLEY ASYEL MP, MHUAM IF ARY U.S.
PRISCNERS HAD DIED IN CAPTIVITY AT THAKH LIET, AKI MR.
NHUAN R¥FLIFD IN THE NECATIVE. AFIER EXCHANGING
THA%KS AND GREETINGS , AN1 ORTAINING PERMISSION EOR
U.5. PERSONNEL TO RETURN TO THE FRISCN FOR FOLLOW-UP
V15115 IN 1HF FUTORF, 1HF TFL¥GATICN LBEFPAPRLIEL 1HAKH
LT¥T PRISOM AT 165@ HES.

COMMENTS: 1., {U) CODFL REQUESTS THAT A COPY OF THIS
R¥POFT EF PASSEL 1C THF SINATE SICURITY CFFICH FCE
TRANSMISSION TC TRE SENATE SELFCT COMMITTIE ON PW/MIA
AFFRIRS,

2. (U) ALTKOUGH STONY FFACH PIHYSCONNEL WYRE AKLE TO
TAXE SOME PHOTOGRAPES AT TFE PRISOK, TVEY WERE UNAHLE
10 MAKE A VILEOTAPF REGCCEDIMG (F 1UY PFCCRILINGS THERY
BECAUSE THEY DECIDLD T0 COMPLY WITH MR. NHUAN'S
FEGUEST 10 REFRAIN ERCM 1TAPING AND FURTIIFR
PHOTOCRAPKY .

HAKOI CFFICE CRIEY COMMERTS (Ij):

THE EMTIRE VISIT WAS RENFFICIAL T0O ALL RUT
PARTICULARLY BENEFICIAL WAS ThI FACT THAT WE WERF MADE
MORE AWARFE AND KNOWLII'GEABLE OF THE& BUREAUCRATIC
LAYRFRING OF APPROVAL L¥VILS USKL HY Td¥ SRV
GOVERNMENT. WF WILL RE-VISI1 THF PRISCN IN THE NEAER
FUTDRE TO CCNDUCT & MOR® IN~DEPTH EXAMINATION OF THZ
APEAS WBERF AMERICAN PRISONERRS ¥WEF} HEID.
ADDITIONALLY, W WILL ATTEMPT TOQ GAIN ACCESS TO ANY
R¥CCRLS THAT MAY HAVF HYPFM KEPT pRISONFRS AT ThIS
FACILITY DURIMG THE WAR. WF Widk TOLD BY MR. NHUAN
THE PRISCN DIRECTORK TEAT HE HAS MO RECOHDS; wE WILL
SEAPCL ELSEWEREBE 1» 1nE SPV COVERNMENT 1C CDETERMIME I
5UCh RFCORLS kXIST, ANL IF 50, GAIN ACCYSS TO THIM,

//1FSP: (U) PG »a2p//.

F/COMSORI 1 (U) =P1//.

PRO: (U} £5655-15.

COL e (U) Ac.

IKS1R: (UY US: MO,

PRI (U) G-A10CFR,

FAGL: (U} 11 "dCIGGEATNS TC BIA/FV-F1A UNIER STPARATE

- COVER, LESCRIEKFD RS FOLLCWS:

1} INTRECDUCIORY MEETING AT ThaME LIET PRISON, SHOWING
SEATEL CLOCYW1SE FRCM L¥P1: SiMh GRASSIFY, MR. LHUAN,
YROSMP INTERPRETER (NF1), MAJ THI, US JIKTFRPRYITIR AKLAL
SAVAGFOUT, S¥h KRRRY, SFN SMITEH.
2) CJT¥FA EG T. H. NFEDHAM ANI SEM GRASSIFY LISTEN 1C
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KLPLIES TC U.S, CUESTIONS CN Fw/MIA MATIFRS. EEDINL THEM
ARE MR. PHONG OF THE MINISTRY OF FCRRIGMh AFFAIRS AMKRICAS
DIVISIOK AND MR. DICH OF THE VKOSHP.

3) MR. NHUAN LISTENS TO QUESTIONS POSED BY SEN KERRY AND
SEN SMITH,

4) SEN ASKS MR, NHUAN A QUESTION ABUUT ALLEGED U.S.
PRISOMERS AT THAMH LIET PRISON,

5) U.S. DELEGATION MFMBIFS COMVERSYE WITH VNOSMP
PERSONNEL WHILE AWAITING CALL GRANTING PERMISSION TO TOUR
THE ENTIRE PRISON,

6} SEN KERRY FIELDS A QUESTION FREM A REPOKTEH ON THE
PROGRESS OF THE VISIT 1C THANH LIRT.

7) RO FRIFFS EFG KREFLHAM Ik THE PRISON COURTYARL ON SRV
MOl RESPONSES TO VU.5. HREQUESTS FOR ACCFKFSS TC TRE PRISON.
8) SEN FROWN GHATS WITH VMOSMP DIRECTOR LICH ANL SENS
SMITH AND KERRY SHARE A CISCUSSICN WHILE AWAITING
CIAFIFICATION ON 1HF SCOFE OF 1THk FRISCh VISIT,

9) JTF¥A DET 2 HANOL CHIEF LTC J. V. DONOVAN AND STONY
EYACH TEAM MEMBER CW3 THCMAS MCKAY, IN FFOKT OF THE MAIN
GATK AT THANH LIET PRISON,
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7HL BOAL RUNS MOBTH/SGUTH PAST THE PRISCKA ALONG THE 10
LICH RIVER.

11) SEM KERKRY AMD SEM SMIMH FXPRESS THEIR APPHECIATICA
TO JTFFA LT 2 HANOI CHIXF LTC LONOVAN, MR, BILL OF L¥T
2, JTFFA, AND VYNOSMP LSI COUNTERPART DUNG CN THE
COMFLETICh CF THE INVFSTIGATIVF VISIT 10 THANE L1E1
PRISON.

ACG: (U) VIETMAM, THAMH LIRT FRISON, THANP LIZT
VILLAGFK, HA TRY PRCVINCE, (9fp422).

DISSEM: (U} FIELD® AMEMBASSY LANGKOX {aMR, DCM, POL,
- Sh, LA1LO, ¥X/A, CJTH).

¥ARNIRG: (U} THIS P¥PORT UNGLASSIFIED
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