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: CD
II% PASS TO DOD POW-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE
SUBJ: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REPORT CONCERNING AN -
AILEGED AMERICAN LIVING IN DAK LAX PROVINCE - 4 OPS
REF: A. CJTF-FA DET ONE 2805281 NOY 92 -
B, CJTF-FA DET ONE 2301102 NOY 92
C. CJTF-FA DET ONE 2311322 NOY 97 LOG
1. REF A IS THF SUMMARY REPORT OF THE 20TH SERIES O h
JOTINT. FIELD ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED IN THE SOCIALIST '
Y¥PUBLIC QF VIETNAM FROM 22 OCTOBER TO 17 NOVEMBER 19;5
FARA 31(1) PERTAINS TO ONE ALLFGED AMERICAN LIVING INf bMIN

REFS ¥ AND C ARE THE FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORTS
CONCFHNING CASES 1723 AND @011, RESPRCPIVELY, WHICH W
ALSO INVESTIGATED BY INVESTIGATION ELEMENT T¥0 DURING T R

"AK LAK PROVINCE WHICH I5 HEREIN RRPORTED IN DETAIL.
HLRE

28TH JCINT FIELD AGTIVITY. THE INFORMATION P
AINED IN THIS REPQORT IS BASERD ON FIELD ANALYSIS AND

IS NOT INTENDED 70 PROYIDE FINAL ANALYTICAL CONCLUSIQONS.
oo

z. SUHHAH*: CN 1¢ NOVYEMBER 1992, INVESTIGATION FLE »T

.

w0 (IE2), BASED ON FEARSAY PROVIDED BY A JOINT TEAM
YWITNESS, CONDUCTED AN INVESTIGATION CONCFRNING ONF
WEPORTED AMERICAN CURRENTLY LIVING AMONG PROTESTANTS
NEAR A LFPROSARIUM AT BUON FA ANA VIILASE, XRONG PaX
IISTRICT, DAX LaAK PROVINCY. ETURING THFIH INVESTIGATION
I1E2 QUESTIONED THREE ADDITIONAL WITNFRSSES AND SDRYEYED
LIOCAL RESILENTS CONCERNING THE REPORTED AMERICAN. THE
TEAM DETERMINED THE "AMERICAN IS LIKELY A MAN OF FTHNIC
¥ “NONG DESCENT WHO HAS LIVED IN DAX LAK PROVINCE POR HIS
SNTIRE LIFE. EACH WITNESS STATED THAT ALTHOUGE THE
LOCAL MAN'S FACIAL FEATURES AND PHYSICAL STATURE ARE
SIMILAR TO THAT QF AN AMERICAN, TRE MAN IS
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UNQUESTIONABLY AN ETHNIC M'NONG. IEZ2 WAS UNABLE T0
FERSONALLIT INTERVIEW THE SUBJECT OF THE REPORT AS HE HAP
NEPORTEDLY DEPARTED DAK LAX PROVINCE FOR CAMBODIA
APPROXIMATELY TwO WEEKS PRIOR TO THE JOINT TEAM'S
INYESTIGATION IN ORDER TO SELL WATER BUFFALO. ALTBOUGH
IT2 CONCLUDED THEIR INVESTIGATION BASED ON THE TESTIMONY
CF THE WITNESSES, THE TEAM TMPHASIZED TO THE YIETNAMESE
CONTINGENT THAT THIS CASY WOULD REMAIN UNRESOLVED UNTIL
A U.S. INVESTIGATOR INTERVIEYED THE REPORTED M NONG MAN.
IE2 REQUESTED THE DAK LAX PROVINCE TASK TEAM GONTACT THE
MAN IMMEDIATELY UPQON HIS RETURN FROM CAMBODIA IN ORDER
10 SCHEDULE A FUTURE INTERVIEVW.

2., INFORMATION:

- A. ON THE AFTERNOON OF 1@ NOYEMBER, JOINT :
INVESTIGATION ELEMENT TWO ANTICIPATED A SECOND INTEIRVIEW

- CF MR. T TIN HYING (Y TIN HOV VINH), AKA MA MAI, AXA

IAYID PIEDRO, CONCERNING A PRIORITY FOCUS CASE REPORTFD
IN REF B. MR. HVWING IS A 49 YOA ETHNIC EDE (EE DEE} ¥HO
CURRENTLY RESIDES IN EA ENUOL YILLAGE (XAX EA ENUOO),
EAN ME THUOT TOWN. MR, HYING FORMERLY SERVED A5 AN ARMY
CF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (ARVN)} OFFICER AND AN
INTERPRETER FOR U.S5., SPECIAL FORCES STAT IONED IN
VYIETNAM, MR, HWING SPEAKS NATIVE EDE, FLUENT VIETNAMESE
AND EXCELLENT ENGLISH. MR. HYING OPENED RIS COMMENTS TO
THE JOINT TEAM BY SATING HE HAD RECENTLY OBTAINED
CREDIBLE INFCRMATION CONCERNING ONE REPORTED AMERICAN
LIVING FREELY IN DAX LAEK PROVINCE. DURING HIS
INTERVIEW, MR, HWING PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING DETAILS:

- (1) ON 6 NOYEMBER 1992, MR. HWING WAS ALLEGEDLY
APPROACHED BY AN ASSOCIATE, MR. Y T LAM BUON YA (Y TOW
IAAM BUOON GIA), A RESIDENT OF TA XKHIT RAMLET (BUOON GIA
KPITS), CONCERNING AN ALLEGED AMERICAN REPORTEDLY LIVING
V\ITH LOCAL PROTESTANTS NEAR THE LEPROSARIUM AT EA ANA
HAMLET. MR, TA SAID THE SOMRCE OF THIS INFORMATION HAS
A THIRD FARTY, MRS. THAN TRI TEANH TAM (TRAANF THIJ
THANRF TRAM)}., MR, HYING REQUERSTED ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE AMERICAN, BUT MR. Y T LAM HAS
UNABLE T0 PROVIDE ANT FURTHER DETAILS. MR. Y T'LAM
AGREED TO BRING MRS. TAM TO MR. HYING HQME ON 7 NOVEMBER
S0 T?AT HWING CODLD QUESTION HER CONCERNING THE ALLEGED
AMERICAN.
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- {2) ON 7 NOVEMBER MR. Y T“LAM ARRIVED AT MR,
IWING”S HOME WITR MRS, TAM., TAM INFORMED MR, HWING THAT
‘HE HAD PERSONALLY OBSERVED TEE AMERICAN VBO SHE
"ESCRIBED AS TALL, THIN, LIGHT-SKINNED, ¥ITH REDDISK
AIR, BROYN ETES AND A LONG WHITE BEARD. TAM SAID THE
WMERICAN ESCAPED FROM A PRISON CAMP IN LAOS AND ENTERED
JIETNAM EITHER SIX OR TWENTY TEARS AGO (HWING SAID TAM
‘AS INCONSISTENT CONCERNING THE TIME OF THE AMERICAN’S
'RRIVAL IN VIETNAM). SHE REPORTED THE AMERICAN HAS .
'URRENTLY PROTECTED BY PROTESTANT ETRNIC MINORITY

*SMBERS OF EA ANA HAMLET. MR. EWING INFORMED MRS. TAM
'F HIS DOUBTS CONCERNING THE AUTHENTICITY OF THIS

+FPORT, BUT MRS. TAM ALLEGEDLY INSISTED THE MAN HAS AN
{MERICAN. SBE ADDED THAT THE MAN WROTE wWITH HIS LEFT
1AND AND SBUNNED CONTACT YITH OUTSIDERS 1EST HE BFE
JISCOVERED.

{3) VHEN MR, HYING FURTHER QUESTIONED MRS. TAM
JNCERNING HER PERSONAL CONTACT YITH THE AMERICAN, MRS,
44 SATD THE AMERICAN HAL RECENTLT BECOME ILL WITH
\LARIA. TAM REPORTED THAT SHE PERSONALIY ADMINISTERED
/0 INJECTIONS OF MEDICINE TO THE MAN WHO HAS RESITING
{ THE HOME OF MRS. AMI H'RF (AMI HOW RES) IN TOUR
\MLET (BUOON TOUR), BEHIND TEE EA ANA HAMLET

SPROSARIUM. TAM SAID THE AMERICAN’S NAME HAS "M. RIN
[LL," AND THAT LOCAL RESIDENTS AT THE LEPROSARIUM WERE
INCEALING THME AMERICAN’S ETISTENCE FROM LOCAL
FFICIALS. SHE ALSO INFORMED MR. HWING THAT TRE
‘FRTICAN BAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN FORCED TO PLEE AND LIVE IN
‘£ JUNGLE FOR TWO MONTHS WHEN AN AMTRICAN WOMAN VISITED
4E LEPROSARIUM ON BEHALF OF INTERNATIONAL HELIEF
JENCIES. MR. HWING SAID HE OBTAINED MRS. TAM’S ADDRESS
4D ENCOURAGED THE JOINT TEAM TO INTERVIEW BER
MEDIATELY IN ORDER TO ACQUIRE FURTHER DETAILS
IJNCERNING THE AMERICAN.

P. FOLLO¥ING THE INTERVIEY WITH MR. HWING THE JOINT
EAM ATTEMPTED TO LOCATE MRS. TAM AND INTERVIEW HER
JNCERNING THE REPOQT. TRY TEAM DISPATCHED 5S¢
ITCHELL, MR. DUNG OF THE PROVINCE TASX TEAM AND MBE,
41NG TO LOCATE MRS. TAM., THE SUB-ELEMENT DROVE TO THE
ODRESS IN BUON MA THUOT TOWNSHIP, AS PROVIDED BT MR.
AING, AND ALTHOUGH THEY LOCATED A WOMAN NAMED MRS. TAM,
JE WAS NOT TRE SAME MRS. TAM SOUGHT BY THE JOINT TEAM.
[E JOINT TEAM MEMBERS SEARCHED THE AREA AND QUESTIONED
JCAL RESIDENTS, BUT THEY WERE UNABLE TO LOCATE THE
JRRECT- MRS. THAH THI THANH TAM AT TBE ADDRESS PROVIDED
{ MR. Y AV¥ING.

C. VWHILE THP REMAINDFR OF IT¥2 AWAITED THE RETURN OF
1E SUB~ELEMENT, TEAM MEMBERS ATTEMPTED TO IDENTIFY THE
JSSIBLE VIETNAHESE RENDITION OF AN AMERICAN NAME, 'H.
[N PILL,” WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. [IE2 REPCRTED TEE

WFORHATIOH CONCERNING THE ALLEGED AMERICAN TO THE JTF-
4 DETACHMENT ONE OFFICE IN HANOT WHILY THEIR VIETNAMESE
JUNTERPARTS ALSO CONTACTED TREIR SUPERIORS IN HANOI.
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THE U.S5. TEAM LEADER ASSIGNED MEMBERS OF I£2 AT VARIGUS
IOCATIONS INSIDE AND QUTSIDE THF THANG LOI HOTEL TO

CBSERVE TEE ACTIVITIES OF THEIR VIETNAMESE COUNTEREARTS

AND TO ENSURE THEY MADE NO UNILATERAL ATTEMPTS TO TEPART
THE BOTEL. THE U.S5. TEAM MAINTAINED THESE PROCELURES

UNTIL THE INVESTIGATION WAS COMPLETE. TEAM MEMBERS

NOTED NO UNUSUAL OR SUSPICIOUS ACTIONS ON THY. PART OF

THE VIETNAMESE JOINT TEAM MEMBERS THROUGROUT THE
INVESTIGBTIOH.,

- D. A8 THE TEAM AYAITED THE RETURN OF THE SUB-
FLEMENT, AN ADDITIONAL JOINT TEAM WITNESS, MR. NGUTEN

- EUU TRI, A FORMER MEMBER OF THE DAX LAK PROVINCE FNEMY

FROSELTTIZING DEPARTMENT, WAS MADE AVAILABLE FOR JOINT
TEAM INTERVIEY, BOWEVFR, THE AMERICAN TEAM DECLINED
INTERVIEW WITH MR. TRI IN ORDER TO CONTINUE THEIR
RESEARCR TO IDENTIFY TRE POSSIBLE AMERICAN.

- E. FOLLOWING A THIRTY TO FORTY-FIVE MINUTE WAIT,
856 MITCHELL, MR. DUNG AND MR. RWING RETURNED TO THE
TRANG LOI HOTEL IN BAN MY THUOT TOWN. BFECAUSE THE SUR~
FLEMENT WAS UNABLE TO LOCATE MRS. TAM, THE JOINT TEAM
AGREED TC INVESTIGATE THIS REPORTED SIGHTING WITHOUT
PRIOR INTERVIEW OF THEIR ONLY ALLEGED FTEWITNESS.
FOLLOWING ERIEF PREPARATIONS, TE2 DEPLOTED TC THE
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APPROXIHATELT 5¢ YEAR OF AGE, BLACK-HAIRED, BLACK-EYED,
 ¥'NONG VILLAGER WAO WEARS A WHITE BEARD AND WRITES WITH
HIS RIGHT HAND. THE LOCALS STATED MR, Y DJRAK IS
SOMEWHAT AMBIDEXTROUS, BUT HT ALWAYS WRITES ¥YITH KIS
RIGHT HAND. THEY SAID HE HAS SEVERAL WIVES DUE TO HIS
GOOD LOOES AND HIS FREQUENT TRAVELS SELLING WATER
FUFFALO. HE ¥AS DESCRIBID AS ADEPT AT PLATING BILLIARDS

- AND SEVERAL VILLAGERS NOTED THAT HE HAS A KEEN SENSE TOR

FUSINESS. MR. T DJRAK IS A NATIVE SPEAKER OF THE M.NONG
IANGUAGE, AN EXCELLENT SPEAXER OF VIETNAMESE, AND AN,
ENGLISH SPEAXER TO SOME DEGREE DUE TO BIS TIME IN

" MILITARY SERVICE WITH THE FORMER ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF

. LJRAK COULD,
L 0.

. THEY ¥WERE SPELLING THE ALLEGED AMERICAN’S NAME.

SOUTH VIETNAM. NONE OF THE LOCAL RESIDENTS SURVEY®D BY
THE TEAM BELIEVED THERE WAS ANY POSSIBILITY THAT MR. Y
IN FACT, BE AN AMERICAN.

FOLLO¥YING THEIR INTERVIEWS A™ BUON TOUR TWO
BAMLET, THE JOINT INVESTIGATION TEAM THANXED MR. HVING
FOR PROVIDING HIS INFORMATION CONCERNING THE AMERICAN.
THE TEAM REASSURED H¥ING THAT HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH THFE
JOINT TFRAM WERE THE CORRYCT STEPS TO TAXKE IN SUCH A
SITUATION, TRE AMERICAN TEAM THEN ADVISED THE
VIETNAMESE JOINT TEAM MEMBERS THAT FURTHFR FOLLOW-DP
YOULD BE NECESSARY CONCERNING THIS CASE TO PROVE THAT
ME. Y DJRAK WAS UNEQUIVOCALLY NOT AN AMERICAN. THE
AMERICAN TEAM MEMBERS SUGGESTED FOLLOW-UP BY THE

- TETACHMENT T¥0 LIVE SIGHTING INVESTIGATOR AND ADVISED

THAT MR. T DJRAK SHOULD MAKE HIMSELF IMMEDIATELY
AVAILARLE FOR INTERVIEW UPON HIS RETNIRN TO DAK LAK

© FROVINCE.

4. TEAM CHIEF COMMENTS:

- A. THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY MR, HWING WAS
FQUALLY UNEXPECTED NEWS FOR THE VIETNAMESE MEMBERS OF
THE JOINT TEAM AS WELL AS THE AMERICANS., THE VIETNAMESE
TFAM LEADER APPEARED TO BE GENUINELY SURPRISED, ALTHOUGH
SOMEWHAT SUBDUED, BY THE INFORMATION AND RESPONDED TO
ALL AMERICAN REQUESTS IN A VERY TIMELY FASHION. THE
ELAPSED TIFE FROM THE INITIAL REPORT OF THE ALLEGET
AMERICAN UNTIL THE CONCLUSION OF THE INVESTIGATION WAS
ROUGHLY FOUR AND ONE-HALF FOURS.

- B, AFTER LEARNING OF THE ALLEGED AMERICAN, IEZ
FOSTED TEAM MEMBERS AT CRITICAL LOCATIONS INSIDE AND
CUTSIDE THE HOTEL TO OBSERVE THE ACTIONS CF VIFTNAMESE
¥EMBERS CF THE JOINT TEAM. NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITIES WERE
NOTED THROUGHOUT THE INVESTIGATION.

- C. DURING THEIR INVESTIGATION IEZ2 NOTED THE
FOLLOWING TWO UNUSUAL OCCURRENCFES:

- (1) WHILE TELEPHONING THF DETACHMENT TwO T0
REPORT THE SUPPOSED LIVE SIGHTING OF A POSSIBLE

AMERICAN, THE TEAM WAS DISCONNECTED AT THE PRECISE TIME
IE2
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FLACED ANOTHER CALL TO DETACHMENT TWC AND THE
CONVERSATION PROCEEDED WITHROUT IHCIDENT.

{(2) THE VIETNAMESE TEAM APPARFNTLY ATTEMPTED TO

. II%THACT THE U.S. TEAM FROM THE CASE BY PRESENTING A

A FORMER CADRE WITH THEE DAK LAK PROVINCT ENEMY
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE INFORMATION -
CONCERNIKG THE AMERICAN WAS REVEALED. ALTHOUGH MR, TRI
IS A LOCAL RIESIDENT OF BAN MT TEUQT TOWN, HE WAS NOT
FROVIDED AS A WITNESS UNTIL MFE. HWING PR¥SFNTED
INFORMATTON CONCERNING THE LIVE AMFRICAN. IT IS WORTRY
10 NOTE THAT THE U.S. TEAM HAD REQUESTED AN IKTRAVIEW

wITNESS,
FROSELYTIZING SECTION,

.

“ CNE TO T¥Q YEEKS EARTIER, EUT THE WITNESS WAS NOT

FROUGHT FORWARD UNTIL LATE IN THT AFTERNOON ON 19
NOVEMEER. THE VIETNAMESF TEAM CHIEF ATTFMPTED TO

FERSUADE THE AMERICANS TO INTERVIEW TRY WITNESS, BUT

. WHEN THE AMERICANS POLITELY REFUSED, MR. NUU AGREED #ND

IIT NOT FURTHER PRESS THE ISSUE.

- D. OVERALL VIETNAMESE COOPFRATION DURING THE
[NVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE WAS VERY 600D. THEY
FESPONDED IN A TIMRELY FASHION TO ALL U.5. REQUESTS AND

- MADE NO OBVIQUS ATPEMPTS TO MANIPULATE THE CASE.

THE
U.S. TEAM CHIEF CONSIDERED TRF POSSIEILITY THAT THE

. YIETNAMESE TEAM MAY HAVE FABRICATED THIS INCIDENT AND
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EROVIDED THE INFORMATION TO MR. HWING TN AN EFFORT TO

LISCRETIT HIM AS A SOURCE (HWING HAD PREVIOUSLY PRCVIDED
YALUABLE INFORMATION T0 THE JOINT TEAM CONCERNING A
SYPARATE CASE WHICHE IS REPORTED IN RF¥ C); HOWIVER, NO
TETAILS YERE OBTAINED DURING THR INVESTIGATION TO
CONFIRM THIS UNLIKELY SUSPICION.

- F. TAM (PARA 3F) STATFD THAT SHT HaAD
NEVER BEFORE MET MR, BWING, HIS EXPRESSION BEFORE SOF
FADE HER STATEMENT INDICATED TEAT HE RECOGNIZED HER AS
THE CORRECT MRS. TAM WITH WHOM HE PREVIQUSLY MET ON 7
\OVFMBER. MR. AWING WAS OBVIQUSLY SUOCYED WHEN MRS. TAM
IISAVOWED ANY KNOWLEDGE OF HIM AND HE JATWR STATED SHE
%AS NOT THE CORRECT MRS. TAM IN ORDER ™0 DEFLECT ANY

ALTAOUSH MRS,

FOSSTRLE ACCUSATIONS CONCERNING RIS CREDIBILITY. IT WAS
APPARENT, HOYEYER, THAT THZ MRS. TAM MET BY TH® igéﬂT

TiAM OUTSIDE BUON TOUR HAMLYET WAS THE SAME HRS.
INTERVIEWED BY MR. B¥WING ON 7 NOVEMBEIR. HRS. TAM
NEVERTHELESS REFNSED TO ACKNOWLEDGE MR. GWING OR ATMIT

BER PREYVIOUS ACCUSATIONS CONCTRNING MR. Y DJRAX.
FT
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