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3. DETAILS:

~ A, ON 14 AUGUST 1993, TH® JOINT T, 5./VIRTNAMEST
PCIT BELD A THRYE HOUR STRATEGY CONFERFNCE WITH MFMRYRS
OF TRE DAC LAC PROVINCF PEOPLV’'S COMMITTEF TO PRESTNT
INVESTIGATION REQUIREMENTS AND ESTARLISH A COURSE OF
ACTION FOR THE INYRSTIGATION OF CASES THAT OGCURRFD
WITHIN THE PROVINCE, TH® MEETING TOOK RLACE AT TER DAC
LAC PROVINCY COMMITTFE HOYSE IN BAN ME THUOT CITY, AND
WAS ATTFNDED BY MREMRERS OF TFK PCTT AND MAL T.AC PROVINCY
REPRFSENTATIVES Y'LY NICX DaM, D®RPUTY PROYINCF PROPLYS
COMMITTFE CHATIRMANG DINHE VAN XWIRT (NINY VAWN EHIFETS),
DEPUTY PROVINCE PFOPLFS COMMITTERE CHIEF OF STAFF; NGO HA
(NGOO HAJ)Y, PROVINCE VNOSMP TEAM LEADFR; NGUYFN THARF
CHIFTN (NGUYEENX THAKHF CHIFENS), PROVINCE EXTFRNRL
AFFAIRS OFFICT; AND CLPTAIN NGUYEN DUC THANR (NGUYEFNX
TWCS THANHF), PPOVINCF MILITARY FORCES RRFRVSENTATIVE.
DURING THE MEFTING, THY VIRTNAMRSY WERE PRESENTED WITH A

-~ #= LIST OF SOURCES WHICH, THE U.S. SIDF BELIEVFD, COULD

Lo % PROVIDE INFORMATION PRLATIVE TO CASF 1846, THESE

i INCLUDED :

- {1) ARCHIVAL DOCUMENTS ASSQGIATFD WITH THE
FOLLOWING ORCANIZATIONS/UNITS:

'.wa—.._- e T T R— R

SUEJ: PRIORITY CASE INVESTIGATION TEAM REPORT:
1046
Yy - (A) B™ FRONT
PEFS: A. DIA LEAD SHYET CASE 1046, 2 JUX 1993 s R
B. JTF-FA CAS® ASSFSSMENT CASE 1046, @1 JUN 1903 ~ 7 777, - (B) MILITARY PERION 5 (MBS5) HFADQUARTFERS
C. CJTFFA DET ONE BANGYOXK TH, 2301202 NOV 9?2 \ ' {(HQ)
1. TBACKGROUND: TFROM 14 TVWROUGH 18 AUGUST 1993, THE ;‘1? ' {- {C) DAC LAC PROVINCFE MILITARY RKQ
PRICRITY CASE INVSSTIGATION TEAM (PCIT) STARCHFD FOR e e e P {D)}) DAK NIL DISTRICT WG AND TRADITIOCY
DOCUMFNTATION AND FXPLORFD LEADS ASSOCTATED ¥ITH FOUR ! ; HOUSE
GASES WHIGH OCCURRED TN DAG 1AC PROVINCE. PCIT MEMRERS , '
INCLUDED MSGT WILLTAM R, DERTER (U.S. TFAM LEADER), rong : - [¥} 24T4 INDEPENDENT RFGIMENT (RGT)
WILLIAM P. COUTURF (DIA ANALYST/LINGUIST), LTC PHAM TED . omm —ttimmmerm — - oo -
{PHAMI T:ROY) (VNOSMP TEAM LEADFR), AND NGUYRN THY CONG  } i - (F) 23RD INDEPENDENT RGT
{NGUYEFNX THEES COONG) (MINISTRY OF INTFERIOR). THIS 1 !
RETORT CCNTAINS THF DETAILS CF THE INVESTIGATION INTO LI i - () O5TR INDEPENDENT RGT
CASE 1#4F, . T
' N - (9) 4@TH ARTILLERY ®GT
2. SUMMARY: TFROM 14 THROUGH 18 AUGUST 1993, THFE PCIT !
INVESTIGATED CASE 1246 IN DAC LAC PROVINCE. THF TEAM AT | - {1) DAC LAC PROVINCF
INTFRVIEWED ONE WITNESS IDFNTIFIED AS POTENTIAL SOURCE " } ; -
OF INFORMATION FOR THIS CASE. IN ADDITION, THREE ;
RFQUESTED SOURCES WERE INTERVIEWFRD BY THE ORAL HISTORY :
PROGRAWM TEAM IN HANOT. THROUAHOUT THE COURSY OF THIS 1 i )
INVESTIGATION, N0 NEW INFORMATION FERTINVNT TO THIS GASF ;i W2 LB 1/7 UNCLASSIFIRD CJTFFADETONTRAN @33A85/61

HAS ORTAINED. THE DAC LAC PROVINCE TASX TFRAM WAS UNARLE
TO LOCATE ANY ADTITIONAL FIRSTHAND OR WEARS2Y WITNESSFS
YNOWLEDGEABLE OF ANY ASPECT OF THF CASE AND VIVTNAMESE
OFFICIALS ™MN DAC LAC DFENIFD THF EXISTENCE OF ANY v OY TO

Sk

SUFPORTING ARCHIVAL DOCUMENTATION. DBASED ON INFORMATION —
OBTAINFD AND MATERIAL FVIDFNCE RECOVERFD FRNM THE CRASH

SITE ASSGCIATED WITR CASE 124~ DURING THE 2¢TH JOINT

FIELD ACTIVITY, RECOMMEND THE C ASF SITE RE EXCAVATFD BY

A JOINT RECOVERY TFEAM.

IB 1/% UNCLASSIFIYD CJITFFADETONERAN @33B85/81
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- (2) TFE VIETNAMESE WERF ALSO ASKFD TO LOCATF
AND MA¥F AVATLABLE FOP INTERVIEW THY FOLLOWING
INEIVIDUALS:

- (AY NGUYEN VAN YFN (NCUYEYNY VAWN YETN)
{A%A HAI), A FORMER CGUIDE IN THF DAK PRI ARYA OF DAC LAC
PROVINCE.

- (B) Y'KRO'NG, A FULRO MFMB¥R BELIFVED TO
ET HE1D BY VIETNAMESE AUTFORITIES IN THF DA TAT ARFA.

{C) AMA NAM, A FULRO MFMBRR BELIEVED TO
BF HEID FY VIETNAMESE AUTFOHITIF% IN THE DA LAT ARFA,

- (D) THF AUTHORS OF TH® 1988 BOOox, "THE
CENTRAI HIGHLANDS PROPLES” ARMED FORCES IN THF ANTI-
AM¥RICAN STRUGGLF FOR TFFR NATIONAL SALVATION,  THFY ARE:

- NGUYEN VAN MINH (NGUYFFNX VAWN MINH)

- NGUYEN DINH THAO (NGUYRENY DINH THAOR)
- - DOAN NHU XIEN (DOANF NHW KIFEN)
- —~  NGUYEN THIFN LUONT (NGUYRENY THIEFN L¥WNNG)
- - MAJOR GFENTHAL HOANG MINH THAO (HOANG MINH THAOR)
- - PBRIGADI¥YR GFNERAL DANG YU HIFP (DAWNGJI YUX
HIEEPJ)

- ¥. THE VIETNAMESE AGREFD TO ¥FULLY SUPPORT EACY OF
THF KECOMMENDATIONS PROPOSFD BY THE PCIT, BUT STATED THE
TASK OF LOCATING WARTIME DOCUMENTATION ASSOCIATED WITH
THIS, OR ANY CTHER CAS®, WwOULD BF EXTREMELY DIFPFICULT.
- C. ARCHIVAL: DURINS THIS AND ALL PRRVIOUS
RESTARCH AND INVFSTIGATION FEFFORTS, NO DOCUMFNTATION
ASSOCTIATED WITH CASF 1246 HAS EVPP RpP®N DISCOVFRFD, THE
SUBJECT OF WARTIMF TOCUMENTATION WAS NISCUSSRED AT LENGTH
WITH DAC LAC PROVTINCE OFFIRIALS, WFPO WERE UNAWARF CF pAdY
EXISTING PROVINCIAL FECORDS PFRTAINING TO U.S.
SERVICFMEN KILLFD OF CAPTURFD DUBING THY WAR. IT WAS
POINTFL COT THAT MAIN FTORCF AND GUEHRTILA UNITS
THROUGHOUT THE CFNTRAL HIGHLANDS WRRF RYTRRMFLY MOBILE
AND SELDOM REMAINFD AT A FIXFD LOCATION FOR EXTRNDFD
PERIODS. GURKRILLA AND DISTRICT IFVEL COMRAT UNITS

"RAINED FROM KEEPING ANY SORT OF WRITTEN RFCORDS

+CN, IF CAPTUR®D, COULT COMPROMISF TWHKIR OPFRATIONS
AND IT WAS STANDARD POLICY FOR THF MAIN FORCES TO RURN
OR BURY ALL DOCUMENTATION PRIO® TO RELOCATING. THIS WAS
DON® TO MAINTAIN OPKPATIONAL SECURITY AND TO RFDUCE THE
LOGISTICAL RURDEN. DURING THES® FREQUENT RFLOCATIONS,
SOLDIFRS WOULD CARRY ONLY THE RARE NFCESSITIFS RFQUIRFD
TO FIGHT AND SUGVIVE. VIETNAMFSY® QFFICIALS IN DAC LC
PROVINCE EYPLAINFD THAT, WHILF DOCUMENTATICN IXN THE FORM
OF HAND WRITTEN NOTEBOOKS OR PFRSONAL DIARIES MAY STILL
FXIST, THEY W¥FRE UNAWARF OF ANY WRITTEN WARTIMK R¥CORDS
WHICHH MAKX REFRRFNCE TO MISSING AMRRICANS. THFY WFRF
INFORMED CF THF JOINT U.S./VIETNAMESE DOCUMENTATION
CF¥NTFR, WHICH OPENED IN HANOI IN JUNF OF 1993, AND
PLETGED T0O WORWARD ANY APPLICABLE RPCORDS THTY FOUND TO
THIS FACILITY.

2/7 UNCTASSIFIED CJTPFADETONERAN O330R5/02
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- D. INTERVIEWS:

{1} THF DAC LAC PROVINCE TEAM DETERMINED THAT
FOUH OF THE NINE INDIVIDUALS TDENTIFIFD BY THFE PCIT WERR
RESIDENTS OF THE PROVINCF AND WOULD ®E MADE AVAILABLF
FOR IGHTERVIEW UPON RFQUEST, ACCORDING TO VNOSMP TEAM
LEADER PHA# TFO, THRFE OF THE REQUESTFD WITNESSES,
NGUYEN VAN YEN (AKA HAI), Y KRO'NG, AND AMA NAH, [AD
BEEN PR®VIQUSLY INTERVIEWED BY JCRC/JTF-F4 INVESTIGATORS
AND PROVIDED NO INFORMATION PERTINFNT TO THE
DETRRMINATION OF FATE FOR THF INDIVITDUALS ASSOCIATED
WITH CAST 1@46. THEREFORF, ADDITIONAL INTRRVIFWS WITH
THFSF THREF INDIVIDUALS WTRE NGT RFQUFSTFD. THF FOURTH
INDIVIDUAL, NGUYEN THIKN TUONG, WAS INTFRVIPWED AT THE
THANG LOI LOTEL, RAN MF THRUOT CITY. THREF OTHER
RFQUFSTED SOURCES FOR THIS CASF (REQUESTED IN REF &)
WERFY INTFRVIEWFD PY MEMBERS OF THE ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM
IN HANOI, DFTAILS CF THESE INTERVIE¥S ARE PROVIDED
BELCW. ADDITIONAL RESFARCH BY PROVINCF QFFICIALS INTO
THE LOCATION OF THF REMAIKNING THREE POTENTIAL WITNESSES
DFTERMINED TEE FOLLOWING:

- — LOAN NHU KIEN IS CUWRENTLY WORKING AT THE

MILITARY HEADQUARTERS TN HAI PHONG.
- - M™AJOR GENERAL HOANG MINH THAO CURRENTLY RFSIDES

2/7 GNCLASSIFIED CJITFFADETONERAN @33a85/p2
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IN HANOI.
- - HRIGADIFR GENERAI TANG ¥U WIEP CURBENTLY RESILES
IN HANOT.

- (2) ON 18 AUG 93, TEFE PCIT INTERVIFWED NGUY®N
THTEN LUONG IN A CONFRRENCE RCOM OF THE THANG 10T HOTFL
IN BAN MF THUOT CITY, TAC LAC PROVINCF. T.UONG, AGE 6@,
CURRENTLY RRSILES AT ROUSE S5A, PHAN CHU TRINH STREFT I¥
TRUNG CO DISTRICT, BAN MF THUCT CITY. HE RETIREL FROM
THE MILITARY IN 1987 AND CURPENTIY PUNS THF PROVINCF
VETEPAN “S ASSOCIATION OFFICF. TIUONG PROVITEL THF
FOLLOWING:

- {A) TLUONG BEGAN HIS MILITARY CARTER AT
THF AGE OF 14, SRRYING WITH THT 3@ATH INVANTRY TIVISICN
IN TAOS. 1IN 15R4, HF FIRST MOVED INTO THF CFNTRAL
HIGHIANLS AND SERVED WITH A¥ EILFMENT OF THE 357TH
IHFANTFY DIVISION. FROM 1966 TFROUGH 197¢, LUONG WAS

SIGNED TO THF GATH BGT, 14TP [WFANTRY DIYISION IN
1970 AE HAS RREASSIGNED TF THY. "WRSTERN SECTOR’
HFADQUAPTFFS AND THEN WFNT NN TO RFCOMF THF¥ DIRFCTOR OF
THE HISTORICAI SFCTION FOR THY POLTTICAL DIRFCTORATE OF
THE PAVN ZRD GCRPS IN 19756, 1IN 1982, HFE W!S REASSIGNET
TO THE LAC LAC ARFA, WHFRY HF RFTIRFD.

(F) LUONG FYFLAINED TH#T TURINC HIS
TINUPF WITH THE 95TH RGT, RCTH THF 95TH'S AND EETH 'S
ANFAS OF OFFRATTIONS WFRE CFNTFRFTD I¥ THFR GTI& LAI-FONTUM
ANI MANG GIA PASS ARFAS. HE ATI®L THAT TWO BATTALIONS
OF THE 95TH RGT WFRE INVOLVFL IN A WELL-FNO¥K BATTLF
WITH FLFMENTS OF THR U.5. 173RT AIFPORNE PRIGATE ON HITI
875, THIS FATTLF LASTFD FOP SFVFPAL DAYS ANT RFSULTEDR
IN HEAVY CASUALTIFES ON BOTH STDES.

(C) THROUGHOUT HIS FNTIRE WARTIMF
FXPFHIFNCE, LUONG NEVER S5AW CR EFARD AROUT ANY AMERICAN
FEISONERS OF WAR, HE ATS0 CUL4IMFDL TO HAVE WEVER
YITNFESSED ANY AWMTRICAN CASUALTIES LEFT FEHINT QN THE
RATTLE FIFIL., HF DESCRIRFD THE TACTICS USF¥D BY
FATTALICONS OF THE 95TH RGT AS HIT AND PUR  ¥ITH
ENGAGFMFNTS NOBRMALLY LASTING QONLY TEN TO FIFTEFRN
MINUTES. THRESE TACTICS WFRF FPEQUENTLY FMPLOYYD TURING
AMPUSHES CARRIED OUT ON CONVOQYS TRAVELING THROUGH THE
MANG GIA PASS. SINCE THY U.S. ALWAYS USFD AIR POWFR AND
ARTIILERY TO SUPPORT UNITS WHICH CAME UNI¥P FIRF, TUE
VIFTNAMESE HAT TO CONCFNTRMTE TH®IR FFFORTS ANT THTN
IMMFDIATFLY WITHLRAW. 1IN CASFS WHFRYT THERE WAS
INSUFFICIFNT TIMF FOR HETREAT, LUOMG'S FOROCFS WOUILD MOVE
IN CI0SY TO THE U.S5. POSITION UNTER ATTACF TC TRY PND
AYOIT TFFE AIR STRIKFES AND ARTILIF®Y,

- {D) ©LUONG CONTUCTRE RESRARCH FOP THT
POOX “THF PROPLF’S ARMED FOPCFS OF THF WFSTFRH WIGHLANDS
LORING TPFE WAR OF WATIONAL SALVATION AGATNST THE
AFFRICANS™ FROM 197 TO 1978 WHILE ASSIGNET TO THF PATN
TRD COWPS HISTORICAL SFCTION, HF INTFRVIFWED A LARGF
NUMRER OF WAR VYETIERANS TO GATHER TFIS INFOPMATION AND

3/7 UNCLASSIFIFD CJITFFADFTONTRAN  @33PR5 /03
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RFCALLFD THAT, OCCASIONALLY, AKX INDIVIDUAT, WOULD BRING
AIONG 4N OIT WOTEPOOK O® TIARY TO THE INTERVIFW SFSSrow
TO USF FOR RFFERFNGF. TLUONG TOCK POSSFESSTON OF SOMF CF
THIS FFRSONAL REFFRENCF MATTRIAL., TYPILCITED TRE
INFORMATION HE CANSIDFREL TO PR APPITCAELY, ANT THFH
TISPOSED CF IT. WFF WAS UNARLF TC SAVE THFSE NOTFROOKS
PECAUSE, AT TPAT TIMF, THE 3RD COWRS WAS &CTIVFLY
FNEAGFD TN CONFLICTS ATONG THE CAMFOLIAN EORTER WITH
FEMER ROUGE FORCES ANT HF DID NOT RAVE A PFPMARINT KQ.
THIS SITUATION BECAMF FURK WCRSE AFPTER VIETNAM THVADFD
CAMEOLIA IN 1978, THROINGWOUT WIS RFSFARCH, LIIONG
RECFIVFL NO INFORMATIOY ON SMFRICAY PRISONFRS OF W4R
(rw).

{FY LUONG DIL NOT PROVIDF :NY
INFOFPATION ON WARTIME PW CAMPS. TWT STATVI THAT
INFORMATION OF THIS TYPE WAS MANAGFD BY A SFFCIAL BHANCH
OF THF FOLITICAL DEPARTMFNT AND WAS CONSTDFRFD WIGHLY
SFNSITIVE. HE REGALIFT THE NAMFS OF TWO TY¥TTVITUATS WHO
USFD TO WORK IN THF FNF¥MY PROSFLYTING SECTICN ©F THF 2RD
CCRPS (FORAMERLY THY WAVN E3 TRONT), HF ITFMTIFIET THFSE
INGIVIDUALS AS KHUONG XCAN QUF {KHWONG XUAAK QUFFS) ANT
NGPI& (NFI). (NOTF: ¥HUONG XUANW OUFR HAS INTFRYITWFD RY
JTF=Fp ORAI FISTORY PFRSONNTT. IN HANOT ON 17 MAY 93.)
AITHOUGH HF HAD NOT HFARD FROM FITHFR OF THFSF
INTIVITUATS FOP MANY YFARS, TWE TAST RE FN®W, THFY WEPF

3/7 UNCLASSIFIFD CJTFFATFTONFRAN @320R85/03
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ASSUCTATED WITH TBE PAVN 3RD CORPS. WF ALVDFD THAT THE
COMMANDEH OF THE PA¥YN 3HD CORPS, MAJOR GENERAL HO DE
{HGOF DEFR), FORMFERLY COMMANDED THE S6TH RGT, 108TH DIV
PAVN. WHILE INVESTIGATING CASES IN GIFT LAI PROVINCE,
PHAM TLO (VNUSMP PCIT TEAM LEADEK), NGUYEN THF CONG, AND
MEMBERS OF THE GIA LAI PROVINCE TEAM VISITED PAVN 3R]
CORFS HRADQUAKTEFS TO INQUIRY ABOUT THFSE POTFNTIAI
WITHESSES, bUT THFIR CURRENT WHRREABOUTS COUID NOT BE
DETERMINFD.

(¥) TUONG CONCLUDED HIS TFESTIMONY BY
STATING THAT HF HAD NFVFR HFARD OF ANY AMTRICANS
REMAINING IN VIETNAM AFTER 1973 UNDER ANT CIRCUMSTANCFS
¥HATSOFVFR., HE ADDWD TEAT LIWE IN VIETNAM WAS TOO
DIFFICULY §OR AMKRICANS TO LIVE HERR OF THEIE OWN FREE
WILL.

(5) ON 19 AUGUST 1993, NGUYEN VAN MTNH WAS
"ERVIEWEL EFY A JOINT U.S./VIETNAM ORAL RISTORY PROGRAM
LTERVTEY AT THE GOVERNMENT GUEST VOQUSE, NUMEBER 2 TF
THACH STRERYT, HOAN ¥IEm DTSTRICT, HAKROI. THF U.S5,
CONTINGENT CONSISTFD OF TSGT RONALD D. WARD, JOINT TaSK
PORCE=-¥ULL ACCOUNTING (JTF-F4) ORAL HISTOPY PROGRAM
COORDINATOR; A#D P02 JOWN L. HARVEY, JTF-FA
ANALYST, LINGUIST. TVYE VIFTNAMESE CEFTRAL GOVFRNMENT
CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF LTC L¥ XY, MINISTRY OF DFFENSE;
AND MR, NGUYEN VAN THANG LOI, MINISTRY OF INTFPRIORE.
MINE SUPPLIFD THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

(&) M™MINH WORYED AS A RRPORTTER YOR TUE
LIBFRATION ARMY NFWSPAPTR IM B3 FHRONT, THE VIETNAMESE
WESTERN HIGHLANDS, RETWEEN 1066 AND 19?5. PRIOR TO
THAT, HE TAUGPT CGLLEGF LEVEL POFULAR LITERATOURE IM
HANOI. FROM 1977 TO 1980 HF CONTRIBUTFD TO WPITING TPE
PISTORY OF THE WESTFRAN HIGHLANDS FRONT AS SFNIOR RDITOR
¥OR THE PROJFCT.

- (P} AS A REPORTFR FOP THE LIRFRATTON
ARMY NEWSFAPLR, MINF WAS STATIONED AT 13 FRONT
HFADQUARTERS (HQ) AND WROTF ABRTICLFS RASED ON
OPFHRATICHAT EBATTLIFIELD REPORTS. WE SELDOM TRAVFLED TO

TUAL BATTLREFIELD LOCATIONS AND RELATPD THAT AT FRONT

, HFY HAS REMOVFED FROM THE TACTICAL FRONT ANT "COULD
NOT HFAR THF GUNFIRF¥". THF B3 FRONT COMMANT FCHFI.ON
PIXECTFD OPFPRATIONS MAINTY BY RADIO.

{C) DURING THIS PFRIOD, MINH NEITHER
VISITED HOR KNEW THF LOCATION OF ANY PRISONFH OF WAR
(P¥) CAMFS., CONCERNING PRISONERS, HE ONLY KNEW THAT, IN
GENERAI, THE PAVMN FOLLOWED A BUMANITARIAN PW POLICY. AT
TIMES, HE INCLUDED PW TMNFORMATION IN HIS ARTICLES, BUT
HF COLTKCT®D THE SCUNCE INFORMATION FROM OPFRATIONAL
REPORTS SENT FROM FIELD UNITS TO FRONT HQ- HE HAD RFFAN
TO BX FRONT HOSPITAL V¥211 {APPROXIMATFLY A DAY'S WALX
FROM BZ FRONT HQ), HUT CLAIMED NO XNOWLFDGFE OF A PW CAMP
NFAR THAT LOCATION AND NEVER S5AW FORFIGNERS TH¥RE. MINH
SAID SENIOR COLONYEL KHUONG XUAN QUE, FORMER R3 FRONT

4/7 UNCLASSTIFIPD CJITFFADETONERAN @33885/84
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PROSTLYTING OFFICFR, WOULD XNOW ABOUT PW taMPS BECAUSE
FNEMY PROSFLYTING PERSONNEL HAD A REASON TO VISYT THE
CAMPS. THE MAJORITY OF PAVN PRRSONNFL IN B3 FRONT WFRE
PROHIRITFD FROM GOINT TO PRISON CAMPS. MINH SAID THF
CAMP SYSTEM, INCLUDING TRF ROUTES FOR FVACUATING
PRISONERS TO THE YO®TH, WAS SFECRET AND UN¥NOWN TO THE
#AJORITY OF PAVN PFRSONNFL. DURING HIS TIMF IN THF
WFSTERN HICFLANDS, HF KNEW NOTWING OF # B3 FRONT
OPFRATIONS L0G HHICH MIGHT HAVF CONTAINRD INFORMATION ON
PW’S.

(DY TREGINNING IN 1977, MINH CONDUCTED
RESIARCH TOR THE POOX AT PAVN 3RD CORPq RO IN PLEIXU,
AND WAS ALLOWED LIMITED ACCESS TO THF COnPS” CLASSIFIFD
DOCUMENTS APCHIV¥S. TPE PROCFRDURYT HAS FOP HIM TO
WFQUEST DOCUMENTS CONCERNING A CERTAIN INCID®NT OR
BATTLY, SUPPLYING THF DATE, ARFA, AND OR PARTICIPATING
UNITS TO THE CLERX, WHO WOULD THEN RETRIEVE TFE
MATERIAT. THE CIERK USED AN INIDFX OR DIRECTORY TO
LOCATF THE DOCUMFNTS. MINH COULD NOT FNTER TH¥ ACTUAL
DOCUMFNTS STORAGT ARFA, BUT WORKED IN A NEAREY ROOM. WF
COULD ONLY ACCESS DOCUMFNTS ONE TIME, AND HAD TO LFAVE
WHATFEVER NGTES HE TOOK IN THE FPACILITY OR DESTROY THFM.
MINH SUGGESTED THT JOINT TEAM SEFK ACCFSS TO THF 3RD
CORPS CLASSIFIED DOCUMWNTS ARCHIVE TO FIND INFORMATION
POSSIBLY RELATED TO UNACCOUNTED FOR 0U.S. PERSONNFL TN B3

4/% UNCLASSIFIFD CJTFFADFTONERAN 033285/04
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FRONT. HE SAID THAT ALL THE DOCUMENTS HE WSFD FOR THF
BOOK WERE OF OPERATIONAL NATURE AND CONTAINED VERY FFVW
DETAILS CONCFRNING U.5. PRISONERS. IF P¥’S WERE
MENTIONED AT ALL, IT WAS ONLY IN TERMS OF NUMRERS OF
PRISONEFRS CAPTURED. WE DID NOT DISCOUNT THFR POSSIRILITY
THAT OTHRER TYPES OF DOCUMENTS, SUCH AS PROSELITING
DOCUMENTS, MIGHT ALSC RE IN THE ARCHIVE., HE SATD WAS
THAT THE 3RD CORPS TRANSFERRED TO THE CHINA-VIETNAM
RORDER AREA IN 1979 AND THEN RETURNED TO THF CENTRAL
RIGELANDS IN 1985 OF 1986. HE BELIRVED IT PROBAPLE THE
CORPS RAD DESTROYED THE DOCUMENTS DURING TRAT PERTOD.

AT THE TIME HE DID RIS RESTARCR IN PLEIRU, THE 3RD CORPS
HAD NO REGULATION GOVERNING THE DESTRUCTION OF
CLASSIFIED DOCUMFNTS, BUT RAF DID NOT YKOW IF THE UNIT
HAD SINCE ADOPTED SUCH A REGULATION.

= {E} FINALLY, MINH CLAIMTD Y0 KNOWLEDGE
OF U.S5. PERSONNEL, LIVING FREELY OR AGAINST THEIR WILL,
IN VIETNAM SIKCE 1973.

(4) ON 21 AUGUST 1993, NGUYFEN DINH THAO WAS
INTEHVIEHFD BY A JOINT U.S5./VIETNAM ORAL PTISTORY FROGRAM
TEAM AT THF GOVERNMENT GUEST HOUSFE, NUMREE 2 LE THACH
STREET, HORN KIFRM DISTRICT, HAXOI. THF U.S5. CONTINGFNT
CONSISTED OF MR. XEITH GARY FLANAGAN, DRT 2, JOINT TASK
FORCE-FNLL ACCOUNTING (JTF-FA} CASUALTY RFSOLITION
SPFCIALIST AND P02 JOHN L. VARVEY, JTF-FA
ANALYST/LINGUIST., THE YIFINAMESE CFNTRAL GOVFERNMENT
CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF LTC L% XY, MINISTRY OF DEFENSTE,
AND MR, NZUYEN VAN TWANG T.0I, MINISTRY OF INTRRIOR.
THAQ SUPPLIED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

- (A) THAO SATID THAT HF RFCAME INVOLVED
WITK THE BOOX "THE CENTRAI EIGHLANDS PEOPLE’'S ARMED
FORCES TH THF ANTI-AMERICAN STRUGGLE FOM THE NATIONAL
SALYATION  FOLLOWING THE LIBERATION OF TRE SOUTH. WE
SAID THAT THERE WERFE TYD GENFRALS AND THR¥E OTHFRR
AUTHORS ASSIGMED TO WRITF TFE BOOK. THE BOOK, PURBLISHED
IN 1983, WAS WRITTEN ¥ROM BOTH POTITICAL AND MILITARY
ASPECTS. THAQO WROTE THE PRFEFACTE, CHAPTFERS FOUR AND
FIVF, AND THE CONCLUSION,

- {(B) THERE WFRE SFTVYERAL SOURCES WHICH THFE
AUTHOES USED TO GATHER INFORMATION FOR THWE BOOK. TRT
AUTHORS USED WESTERN NF®S SOURCES, INTFAVIEWRFD BATTLE
PARTICIPANTS AND MFDICAL WORTERS, READ TH® PEOPLE’S ARMY
{GUAAN DOOIJ KWHAAN ZAAN) AND PROPLE'S (NHAAN ZAAN)
NEWSPAPERS , AS WELL AS READ MILITARY OPRRATIONAL

REPORTS A5 SOURC¥S. TWE MILITARY OPERATTONMAL REPORTS
WERE CLASSIFI®D AND ¥XFPT AT A B* SECRRT DOCUMENT
FACILITY IN NHA TRANG DURING 1%77 AND 197R2. THESE
REPORTS CONTAINTD ONLY B® FRONT BATTLF STATISTICS, SUCH
A4S THE NUMBPER OF TROOPS XILLFWD, CAPTURFD, AND WOUNDFED.
THEY DID NOT CONTAIN THF NAMES OR ANY SPFCIFTC PW
INFORMATION. WHEFM AT THF DOCUMFNT FACILITY, WE WAS
ALLOWED TO TAKE NOTES AROUT THF REPORTS KF WAS RMWADING,
BUT HAD TO DESTROY TWE NOTES BFFORT LEAVING. THAO
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OPINED THAT SUME OF THR DOCUMENTS MAY LATE RERN SENT TO

ggggl, ¥EILE MOST HAVE PROPABLY BFEN DESTROYTD SINCF

- (C) THAO STATED THAT RY 1958, MDST
AMERICAN FORCES HAD WITHDRAWN FROM THE WFSTFHN HIGHLANDS
AND MANY OF THE RFCORDS HAD BYFEN DFSTROYRD RY THE TIMFE
HE WENT TO FIND THEM IN 1977. HKE ADDW®D, THF WESTERM
NEWS SOURCES WFRE PARTICULAYLY VALUAPLE DURING THF WAR
BFCAUSE CF THEIR TIM¥YLY REPORTING OF U.S. UNIT
LOCATTONS,

(D) THAO SAID EE NFVER HAD THF
OPPOHTUNTTY TO MEFT ANY AMFRICAN PW’S. WHR SAID THAT
MOST PATTLE PARTICIPANTS AND MRDICAL PFRSONNEL DID NOT

EPEAKX ENGLIST AND COTLD NOT FAVE KNOWN ANY SPRCIFICS

AFOUT CAPTURFD U.=, TROOPS., TEVEN THE PSCORT PRRSONNWL
¥HO TOOK PRISONFRS FROM THE FRONT TO P¥ HOLDINA
FACILITIES WOULD KOT ¥NOW ANYTHIN~ SPRCIFIC APNUT THF
PRISONERS. THE ENFMY PROSFLYTING PERSONNEL AT THF Py
CAMPS WERE VFRY SPECTALIZFT AND TPAINFD TO DFAL FIPST
HAND WITH CAPTURFD AMERICANS AND THFY WERE THF ONLY ONES
WHO RNEW ANY SPFCIFICS ABOUT THY AMERICAN PW’S. THAO
HAS UNAWARF IF THE F¥EMY PPOSFLYTING CADRF K¥PT RFCORDS,
¥E¥HIF ARYONE DID XEEP PW HEGCORDS IT WOUID HAVF RETN
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{(F) ALTHOUGK HE HAS NO FIRST HAND
KNUHLFDUE OF U.5. Pa’5 HELD IN B3 FRONT, THAO SATD THAT
HE ENOWS TAKING PHISCYUIRE CKRFATET MANY DIFFICUITIES FOR
VIETNAMESE TROOPS, THE AMERICAM PRISONFRS DID NOT MOVE
wELL IN THE JUNGLF, CRFATIMG UNSAFY SITUATIONS FOR THY
YITTNAMESE, FSIECIALLY DURING B-52 STRTXFS. HE ALSO
SAID THAT WFXDING AND CLOTHING THE PRISONFR WAS T0O
DIFFICULT AND CGSTLY ¥OR MaNY OF THE PROPLE’S ARMY OF
VIETNAM (PAVN) UNTTS.

(F) THAQ RECALLTD SEEING A MOVIE AEROUT
AHEPICAN PW'S AT CHRISTMAS TIM® SOMFTIME DURING THE WAR,
IN WHICH PRISONFRS SAKG ChRISTMAS SONGS AND MADF
PRFSLNTS FOR KACH OTHER,., FEF SAIT THAT KHUONG ¥UAN QUE,
A CADFRE OF THE WNEMY PROSELYTING OFFIGF, A MAN NAMFD THU
{NF1), AND SFVFERAI OTVWFRS ORGANTZED TYE PARTY FOR THE
LU R

(G) THAO SAID THAT TAY U.S. WAS VERY
00D AT RECCVERING THF BODIES OF LOST SCLDIFRS DURING
THF WAR, BUT TEFWE IS PROBARLY VERY LITTLE CHANCF OF
FINLING HEMAINS OF U.S. SFRVICEMEN NOW. PF SIGHTFD THE
CHANGFS IN THF WESTEZERN HIGHLAND'S TERRAIN BRCAUSE OF
SFVERE WFATH%R, I'RAVY U.S. BOMRING DURING THF WAR, AND A
LACK OF RECORDS AKD WITNESSES AFTER 25 YFARS AS RFASONS
FOR THIS.

{5) ON 17 MAY 1893, A ICINT CRAL WISTORY

INTFFV!EN TEAM IRTFRVIKWFD HLQUFQT?U SQURCE KHUONG XOAN
QUF, A& 51 YNA HANOI RESIDFNT AND FORMFR R3 FRONT FNEMY
PROSELYTING CADRE F¥RCM 1965 UNTIL 1973, THE TFAM MRET AT
THF ANTFR-BUILLING MEFTING ROOM OF THF COVERNMENT GU®ST
HOUSFE, 2 LR THYACH STRFFT, HOAN KIEM DISTRICT, PANOI TO
INTFRVIEW QUE. k¥ PPOVIDED NO IHFORMATICN CONC®WRNING
CASE 1eaf. HIS STATEMFNTS CONCERNTNG SEVERAL
UNACCOUNTED FOR AMERICANS WELD TN THE B ¥RONT ARVA WERT
VAGUE AND AT TIMFS CONFLICTING, THOUTH DURING THE
COURSE OF 1S FNEMY PROSTLYITING DUTIES, HF FREQUWNTED DX
FHONT Pw CAMPS ANT HOLDING FACILITI®S, HE PROVIDFD NO
INFCRMATION ON CAMP DFSIGNATORS OR LOCATIONS. WNEITHFR

YID FE PROVIDF INFORMATICKN ON THE DISPOSITION OF

iTIME P¥ RECOPTS. (FCR A COMPLETE ACCOUNT OF YHUONG
XUAN QUE"S STATEMENTS, SEF ORAL FISTORY R¥PORT OF
INTEPVIEW, 15 JUNE 1983.)

4. PCIT COMMERTS:

- A. COOPERATIOM: DAC LAC PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS
PROVIDED OUTSTANDING CUOPERATION AND SUPPORT TO THE PCIT
DURIKG AIL FOQUK INVPSTIGATIONS CONDUCTED IN THF

PROVINCE, PHROVINCE OFFICIALS HAD RFCEIVED THF LEAD
SHEFT INFORMATION FROM TrE VNOSMP PRIOR TO THE ARRTVAL
OF PCIT. THLY HAD ALRTADY HBEGUN THT. PROCESS OF LOCATING
WITNESSES AND MAKING SURE THWEY WOULD BF AVAILABLF FOF
INTERVIEW. FOILOWING THE INITIAL MTETING WITH MIFMERKS
OF THF PCIT, & DFTAIIXD PLAN WAS ESTABLISHRD IN ORDER TO
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FEST MAYE USE OF THE TIME AVATIARLE. TWIb PLAN FNSURFD
OPERATIONS WERF CONDUCTFPD IN A TIMELY AND WELL ORGANIZED
MANNTR AND ENYANCED PCIT PREPARATICN FOX FACH INDIVIDUAL
INTRKVIFW. MEMBERS O¥ THE PROUVINCF TFAM TRAVFLTIED
STVFRAL HUNDRFD KTLOMETERS AND SPENT KUMEROUS HOURS FACH
DAY LOCATING AND PICYING U'P WITNESSFS FOR INTERVIEW.
WHFN 1T WAS LFARNED THAT A POTENTTAL WITHESS FOR ANQOTHFR
CAST HAS OUT OF TOWK ON VACATION AND TRAT KF WOULD
PFTURN AFTER THF PCIT PAD MOVFD ON TO OTHER PROVINCPE,
THF PROVINCE TFAM MADE ARRANGEMENTS TO NOTI¥Y THE PCIT
WPFN THIS INDIVIDUAL RETURNFD AND ARRANGED FOR RIM TO RE
INTERVIFEXED AT THAT TIME.

- B. WITNESS RFLIARILITY:

(1) NGUYEN THIEN LUONG WAS COOPERATIVF AND
FORF THAN WILLING 10 RELATE ANY TNFORMATION HE COULD.
ALTFOUGH IIF WAS QUITP TALFATIVE AND KIS STATEMENTS
APPFARED TO DE EXTREMELY OPWN AND SINCERE, HE COULD
OFFER NO INFORMATION ON CASF 1848 OF ANY OTHER CATES
BFING INVESTIGATED IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLANTS.

- {2) NGUYFK VAN HMINH: MINH WAS
STRAIGHTFORWARD IN PIS STATEM¥®TS AND QOFFERTD
INFORMATION AND OPINIONS IN A CANDID, ANTMATFD MANNER.
THE U.S. INTERVIEW TEAM D¥FTECTED NO SIGNS OF CUACHING OFR
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SCRIPTING. ASSESS THIS SOURGE’S RELIABILITY TO RE GOOD.

- {(3) NGUYEN DINH THAO: THOUGH THAC HAD LITTLFE
USTFUL INFORMATION TQ PROVIDE CONCRRNING THF PW/MIA
IS5UF, BIS STATEMFNTS WERF STRAIGHTFORWARD AND SHOWED NO
SIGNS OF COACHING. ASSESS THIS SOUPCE’S RELIABILITY T0O
BE GOOD.

{4) F¥HUONG XUAN QUE: QUE HAD NO INFORMATION
RELATING TO CASE 1p46. THE INFORMATION H¥ DID PROVIDF
IS5 SUSPECT DUE TO CONTRADICTIONS IN THE STATWMENTS.
- C. ANALYSIS/CONCLUSION: THIS HAS THE SECOND
INVESTIGATION OF CASF 1¢46. PASED ON TnE RESULTS OF
THIS PCIT INV®STIGATION AND THFR PREVIOUS EFFORT, THE
FOLLOWING CONCLUSIONS ARFE OFFERED: :

(1) NO ARCHIVAL RECORDS ASSOCIATET XITH THIS
CASF WERE LOCATED.

- (2) NO EYRWITNESSES TO THE DFATF OF BURIAL OF
THF FOUR AMERICAN SFRYICEMEN ASSOGIATFED WITH CASE 1046
WERE LOCATED. IN ADPDITICN, THE TRAM ORTAINED NO EFARSAY
INFORMATION FERTINENT TD THE DETFRMINATICN OF FATY FOR
THE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED.

{3) NO VIFTNAMESE UNITS WERE IDERTIFIED AS
HAVING BEEN INVOLYED IN THY CASE 18646 LOSS INCIDEMT CR
HAVIKG BEEN IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY WHEN THF INGIDENT
OCCURRED.

- {4) TPASED ON INFORMATION QPTAINFL AKD
MATFRIAL EVIDENCE RECOVERPED FROM THE CRASH SITE
ASSOCTATED WITH CASF 1€46 DURING TEE 2@TH -JOINT FIFLD
AGTIVITY, RFCOMMEND THE CRASH SITE RE EXCAVATED PRY A
JOINT RECOVERY TEAM.
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