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~303 JUN as. 
JCRC RhoRT HXSS-033. DOWNING OF u.s, AlBCRHT 

IN YICINITY or BON ,GAl CITY/REARSAY DEAT~ or PILOT 
AT ,HON GAl 1!0SPITAt,,'(U) 

NAMF,: TRAN MINH DUOC tM) ItC) SOU",CE/ADHINISTRATHE DATA 

I DrOB: 3 FEB 53, RON GAl. QlfANG NINH PPOVlNC~ 

I 
OCCUPATION: PRE-75 , STUDEN •• MECRINIC; PO~T-75, 

UflC. 
PRESENT LOCATION: REI LING CRAU CLOSED CAMP. HONG 

It DATA: NO, 5928, L/M 2274 
HUCHION Lf.Vn, 8/12 
LANGUAGES SPOHN: VIETNAMESE (tiAHYE) 
RILIGION' BUDORIST 
STATUS:' CLOSED CA"P INTF,RNEE 
HTERYUY DATA: SOURCE ns INT~RYIEHD AT HEI LING 
CAMP ON 28 MAT 8a BY GARRr L. SMI-H, C03, USA. 
HAP USED: SR~ET 645~-4, SFRIF~ L7014. 
OTHER: SOURCE \RRIVID 1M CAMP ON 2 nEC 8~. "IS 

• ADDRESS I N V IETNAM WAS 25 PRlIONG HONG, HON GAl, 
! NINH PROYIHCt. SOURCE HAS NO RnATIV~S LIVING IN 
1.5. 

~MART: 'OURCE PROVIDFD FIRSTS/NO INFORMATiON 
'lPll"Pll'!!"TBl ,S,BOOTDOll'I40r AN f4 AIRCRAfT NORTB~AST Of 
AI ClTT,'lli1l'~1I.1JjJL;«.),'IN MAT 19fj7. sonBCJ R~LATE 
AT INFORMATION R~GARDING THE lY~NTUAL DEATH OJ THE 

IN THE ROM GAl HOSPITAL. AND SP~ClILngD ON THE 
ELI USE or ~Rf, PILOT'S srBLr,'AL RrM~I~S AS A MEDICAL 
ING AID lH TBE HOSPITAL. END SUMMART. 

•
FORMATION: IN HAT 19~7 WH~N SOURG' YAS I~ 

, SOURCl WAS nTENDIN~ scaOOL IN R~ !.AM TOVN 
:E IDE~TIFlr.D ·Dr LOCATION OF THE SCHOOL IS YJ 
.), OUANG KINH PROYINCE. AT ABour A90D POUR, 'N 
:RMINED NUMEIR OF U.S. AIRCUn UCAN ATnCUNG 
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(" TARCETS iN THE ~REA Of NEIRU RON G~l CITf (I,Il'llQ), THl' 
STUDENTS IN SOURCE'S SCHOOL wrRl: INSTRUCT~D,.TO GO'Tll_ .,. .,-- 11 
SHEtTEr, AND ON THE wAI OUT or TR\!!IUI .. ~s06Rti" , 

f" CLANCH UP AND SIW A BURNING AIRCIHn ~"ITUNG PL~CK 
" SMon AN D HEADUG "OVNwun. THE IIRC~HT HIT TOE "ROUND 

AN D EXPLODED I N A Vr.Cr.TUt! GARD~N T RAT US A HUN DR ED 
f" METERS OR SO NORTHWES. O! THE S~HOOL, AND A 11>1 nOT,EN 
, MITlRS SOUTH OF TFE MAIN ROAD Tqn HIN THRounH HA LA" 

TOWN (SOURCE IDENTifIED THE CRASH SIT! AS BFloe, LOCATIO 
C' ON THE VESTERN EDe,E 01 HI LAM TOYN A. TJ ?011Q6). 

SOURCE HEARD LATER THAT THE AIRC~AJT WAS AN 14, SOIlRCE 
tID NOT SEE THE AIRCRAfT BEING HIT, ~UT tELIEYES TRAT 

C ANTI-AIRCRAfT BATTERIES ST\TIONEn AROUND RON GAl CITY 
, ]ROUCHT THE AIRCRAfT DCVN SINCE DORING TRr. AIR ATTArE Br. 

COULD RIAR THEM fiRING. SOURC'!: SAY NO ONI lJiCT rROM 
r THt AIRCRHT AND AT NO TIHE UTER TlIF INCID'NT HEARD 
, AMlONE nSE SAT THEY BAD SUN ANT FARACRUTl:S COMING FROM 

THE AIRCRAFT BEIORE IT HIT THE GROUND. 

r' "'" 
'4. SOURCE AND HIS HLLOW CLASS~ATES RIO ~O THE 

CR TE. FROM YHICH TRH COULD OtS'RVE THAT THE 
REMAiRING WRECKAGE WAS BURRING, AIMOBT !MHIOUTFtY LOCAL r 
MILITIA MtHBERS ARRIVED ON THE SCENE TO TAKI CHARGE Qr 
THE SITUATION AND REGAN TO MOV~ PEO~tE TRIT OlD GITRr.RID 

r BACK HOM THE CHASH SITE. SOURC~ !ND UIS FILLOY STUDrNTS 
, STATED AS CLOSE AS THiT COULD rOR UOU. A HALF BOUR oq so 

AND THIN OUE INSTRUCT~r. TO RnURN '0 SC~OOI. HOW!Yf.R. 
r' BEfORE WALlING UAY IROM THE, ARU, SOURCE C~UGHT A GLI~PS 
. Of MILITIA MEMBERS CURTlHC A 5TR~TCBU O~ WHICB HPlAnD • 

TO :n A lIODT, fROM THE CORDONED ARtAI,.'tO teE,· •• §' LI'O~""""'f 
(, JAR AWAT TO DETIRHINf If TAl INDIVIDUAL 'ON .n STRETCRrR 

us AN AMERICAN. OR AtIVf, OR DEAD. ;onRr.r nARO A COllPLr 
OF HOURS LATtR 'SOM TRE PROPAGANDA LOUDSP'A~rR THAT A 

r .. U,S. PLANE HAD BEEN SHCT DOWN AND I P110T CAPTIIUD. 
THEREIon. SOURCE ASSUMED TqAT !HE PERSON Sf eA~ ON Tftr. 

(' 

{ 

r 

{ 

r 

(, 

" 

STRETCHER MUST HAYr, BLEN TBI PILO~ or THR AIRCRAFT ~HO 
SOMEHOV SURVIVED THE CRASR, SINCr. SOURCE HAn NOT SUN 
AN! PARA CHUTE. 

..........SOURCE BEARD FHOM GENER'L Hr-ARSlr TR,T THE PItOT 
~ TO THE HOSPITAL I" HON CAl CITT, V~ERr. HE DIFD 
SRORTL! AFTER BUNG ADMlTTfD. IN 1974, SOtfFC~ wAS TALK­
ING TO BIS UNCLE UINH QUANG PRO, VHO lOR M,-r ruqs RAD 
BIEN AN EMPLOrf.E .T THE RON CAl HOSPITIL, TRr UNCLE TOLD 
SOURCE THAT HOSPITAL PIRSONNTt WERE USING SKETtTAL 
iT 
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REMaINS Of A U,S. PILOT AS , MiDlCU TRAINING AID n THE 
HOSPITAL. DURING THE CONVERSATION, <OURCl'S UNCn "ADE 
NO CONNECTION UTWfEII TH~ 1967 CRASH THAT SOURCE HAD 
WlTNtSHD AND THE SKEU"n TRU~ING AH; NonnR, SOURCE 
UTER FUT THi TWO TOr,fTH~R IN HI S HIND AND SP!'CHUnS 
THAT THE MEDICAL TRAINING liD PRODAElT PERTAINED TO THi 
PILOT wHO OIrD AS A R>SI11T O. TAl eR"" WHICH R~ WI"UfSSl 
AT HA lAM TOwN. 

6. (C) INT1:RVnYER'S COMMENTS: .SOURCE USPONDfD 
VOIUNtARILT TO CO~E fORWARD AND PROVIDE INFORMATION 
AFTER A 100DSPEArER CAll-OUT AT REI liNG CHAn. AT .Hr 
CONCIUSIOII or THE INTlRVlEW sonRCE EfHN TO R!QUFIT 
FlN'NCIH AND RtSfTTlf"FNT ASSI~TANC~, tUniNG INTf~YIrwr 
•. SUSP£CT TAAT sonRCE'S HOTH? fOR PROVIDING INFORMATIOf! 

AAVE INCLUDED THl POSSI~ItITT or PFRRON'L GAIN. INTE 
il,WEA PRESENTED TO ROIlRCE THI nSG POLICT RlGAROING NO 
HEWARD OR RESETTl"~E~T ASSISTANCr. fOR INFOR·\·IO~. 
DICL: OHR • . , 
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