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JCRC REPORT HX8B-933. DOWNING CF U.S. AJRCRAFT
IN VICINITY OF HON GAT CITY/HEARSAT DEATE OF PILOT
AT .EON GAT BOSBITAL-(U)

{C) SOURCE/ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

NAME: TRAN MINA TUOC {M)

DFOB: 3 FEB 53, RON GAI, QUANG NINR PPOVINCE
OCCUPATION: PRE-75, STUDENT, MECWANIC; POST-75,
ANIC,

PRESENT LOGATION: BREI LING CHAU CLOSED CAMP, HONG
IT DATA: KO. 5928, L/M 2274

BIUCATION LEVEL: BA12

LANCUAGES SPOXFN: VIETNAMESE (NATIVE)

RELIGION: BUDDRIST
"STATUS: * CLOSED CAMP TNTERNEE

IKTERVIEVW DATA: SQURCE WAS INTRRVIEWED AT REI LING
CAMP ON 26 MAT AB BY GARRY L. SMI™H, CW3, USA.

MAP USED: SHFET 6456—~4, SFTRIES L7014,

OTHER: " SOURCE 4RRIVED IN CAMP ON 2 DEC 86, ®IS

. ADDRESS IN VIETNAM WAS 25 PHUONG EONG, FRON GAI,

! NINE PROVINCE. SQURCE AAS NO RELATIVES LIVING IN
I.5.

MHART: SOURCE PROVIDFD FIRSTHAND INTORMATION

TAY SROOTDOWN,.QF AN F4 AIRCRATT NORTHWAST OF
AT CITY, BQUANGHNINE.(P), IN MAT 1667, SOVRCE RELATE

AT INFORMAT ION REGARDING TAE EVENTUAL DEATR OF THE
IN THE AON GAI HOSPITAL, AND SPECULATED ON THE

BLE USE OF THE PILOT’S SKBLE™AL REMAINS AS A MEDICAL
ING AID TN THE BOSPITAL. END SUMMARY.

mmnmnou: IN MAY 197 WHEN SOURCE WAS 14
P SOURCE ¥AS ATTENDIN® SCHOOL IN HA IAM TOWN
'E IDENTIFIED "BY LOCATION OF TRE SCHOOL AS 7J
'), OUANG WINE PROVINGE. AT ABOUT A9@@ FQUR3 AN
'RHINED NUMBER OF U.S. AIRCRAFT BEGAN ATTACKING
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TARGETS IN THE AREA OF NEARBT HON GAT CITY {TJ171@). TAE
STUDENTS IN SOURCE’S SCBOOL WFRE INSTRUCTED.T0 60 TQ . . .eeoem §
SHELTER, AND ON TRE wAT OUT OF TA{MRIRBINOYSOGRTT

GLANCEL UP AND SAY A BURNING AIRCRAFT SMITTING RLACK

SMOXE AND HEADING DOYNWARD. THE AIRCHAPT RI{T TVE GROUND

AND EXPLODED IN A VEGETABLE GARDTN THAT WAS A WUNDRED

METERS OR SO NORTHWEST™ OF THE SNHOOL, AND A FF¥ DOZEN

METERS SOUTE OF THE MAIN ROAD THAT BAN THROUSR HA LAM

TO¥N (SOURCE IDENTIFIED TAE CRASH SITE AS BFINR LOCATED

ON THE WESTERN EDE OF HA LAM TOWN AT YJ 281196).

SOURCE HEARD LATER THAT THE AIRCRANT WAS AN F4. SOURCE
LID NOT SEEX THE AIRCRAFT BEING HIT, BUT PELIEVES TRAT
ANTI-AIRCRAFT BATTERIES STATIONED AROUND HON GAI CITT
PROUCHT TWE AIRCRAFT DC¥N SINCE DURING THE AIH ATTACK FE
COULD HTAR TBEM FIRING. SOURCE SA¥Y NO ONE TJECT FROM
THE ATRCRATT AND AT NO TIME AFTER TBF INCUDPNT REARD
ANTONE ELSE SAT THEY HAD SETN ANY FARACRUTES COMING FROH
TEE AIRCRAPT BEEORE IT AIT THE GROUND.

4” SOURCE AND RIS FELLO¥ CLASSHMATES RAN TO THE
CR ITE, FPOM ¥EICR THFY COULD OBSFRVE THAT TRE
REMAINING WRECKAGE waS BURNING. AIMOST IMMEDIATELY LOCAL
HILITIA MEMBERS ARRIVED ON THE SCENE TO TAKE CHARGE OF

THE SITUATION AND BECAN TO MOVE PEOPLE THAT HAD GATHERED

BACK FEOM THE CHASH SITE, SOURCE AND HIS FELLOY STUDRNTS

STATED AS CLOSE AS THET COULD FOR AROU™ A HALF BOQUR OR 50

AND THEN WERE INSTRUCTET TO RFTURN 10 SCHOOI. BOWEVFR,

BEFORE WALKING AVWAY FROM THE AREA, SOUWRCE CAUGHT A GLIMPS

OF MILITIA MEMBERS CARRYING A STRETCBFR OM WAICH APPEARED _—y
TO BF A BODY, FROM THE CORDONED ARTA h1aoﬁkvﬁ“v1§**ﬁd'“""' 1
TAR AWAT TO DETERMINE IF THE INDIVIEDHAL ON TRE STRETCHFR

¥AS AN AMERICAN, OR ALIVE OR DEAD. SOWRCF PRARD 4 COUPLY

OF BOURS LATER FROM THAE PROPAGANDA LOUDSPRARFR THAT A

U.S. PLANE HAD BEEN SHCT DOWN AND A PILOT CAPTUIRED]

THEREFORE, SOURCE ASSUMED THAT THE PERSON H¥ =A¥ ON THFE
STRETCEER MUST HAVE BEEN THE PILOT OF THE AIRCRAFT WO

SOMEHOY SURVIVED THE CRASH, SINCFE SOURCE HAD NOT STEN

ANY PARACHUTE.

r - SOURCE HEARD THOM GENERAL APARSAY THAT THE PILOT
N TC THE HOSPITAL IN HON GAI CITY, ¥HERE WE DIFD

-

SHORTLY AFTER BEING ADMITTED. 1IN 1974, SQURCK ¥AS TALK-
ING TO H1S UNCLE TRINH QUANG PHO, WHO ¥OR MANT TEARS RAD
PEEN AN EMPLOTEE AT THT RON 0AY HOSPITAL. THF UNCLE TOLD
SQURCE THAT HOSPITAL PERSONNTL WERE USING SKETETAL
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REMAINS OF & U.S. PILOT AS 4 MEDICAL TRAIKING AID AT THE
HOSPITAL. DURING THE CONYERSATION, SOURCE’S TNCIE MADE
NO CONNECTION BETWFER THR® 1967 CRASH TRAT SOURCE HAD
WITNESSED AND THE SKELETAL TRATINING AIF; HOYFEVER, SOURCE
LATER FUT THE TwO TOGFTHER IN HIS MIND AND SPECULATES
THAT THE MEDICAL TRAINING ATD PROBABLY PERTAINED TO THE
PILOT ¥WHO DTF¥D AS A& R®SULT OF THF CRASH WHICH BE WITMESSE
AT HA IAM TOWN.

&, (C) INTERVIEWER'S COMMFNTS: SOURCE RESPONDED

VOLUNTARILY TO COME FORWARD AND PROVIDE INFORMATION

ATTER A LOUDSPEAKER CAIL-QOUT AT HET LING CHAT. AT THE

CONCLUSION OF THW INTERVIEY SOORCE BFGAN TO RFQUFST

FINANCIAL AND RESFTPLFMENT ASSISTAMCE, LEADING INTFPRVIEWE

=" SUSPECT TRAT SOURCE’S MOTIVF® FOR PROVIDING INFORMATION
RAVE INCLUDED THE POSSIBILITY OF PERSONAL GAIN. [INTE

VIEWER PRESINTED TO SODRCE TRF¥ USG POLICY RFGARDING NO

REWARD OR RESETTLRMENT ASSTSTANCY. FOR INFORMATION,

LECL: OATA.
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