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RE: Transcript\on of Richard a ... rker '5 Statement 
(From his handwritten noles lo mel - Confidential 

In Februar, of 1985 Robert K~tches~n informed me by 

telephone that he hl'd been in contact ""ith a man named Douglas 

Plerce from AU5~in, Texas. He stated that Mr. Pierce had lost his 

son during the f ;,nlling of the de ill in;; ship the Glomar Java Sei! in 

October of 1983. At the time, I was in Hawaii. 1 had two business 

partners, Pierre Michel from Rona, 1I"""aii and Robert Ketcheson who 

lived in Black FaIds, Alberta, Canada. Bob stated that a letter 

should be sent to Mr. Pierce asking him if he would meet with us in 

order to fully explain his situation to see if we could be of Iny 

assistance to him. Pierre and 1 wrote Mr. Pierce a letter 

explaining our services and asking him if he woold like to meet 

with us. A letter WAS sent in March of 1985. Bob then set a 

tentat he meeting with foiL Fierce in April of 1995. 

Before April, Bob informed me that Pierre was carryil'lf,l en 

illegal activ,ities and th<.t Pierre had tried to get him into thesC' 

activities. He instructed me to tell Pierre that Mr. Pierce had 

refused to meet with us and that he (Oob) would take care of 

Pierre. At this time, Bob was in Alberta, Canada and Pierre and I 

were in Hawaii. 

On April 4, 1995, I flew from ~ona, Hawaii to Austin, 

"'exaa where I met Bob and we ch'!ckeu into the Ramada Inn near the 
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University. Bob was coming in from Black falds. Alberta. On April 

5, '98~, Bob and 1 met with Hr. Pierce in his home on Club Court 

Street In Austin. Texas. Hr. PIerce told us and showed us the 

evidence he had that led him to believe that his son, John. was 

alive. He had run ads in Vietnamese newspapers. hired private 

detectives, personally spoken with G~ne Klrkpatrick, the Vietnamese 

U.N. Ambassador, George Bush, National Transportation Safety Board, 

soviet Embassy, ~GB Agents lilack and Gorchoff. as well as several 

Vietnamese boat people. He stated that his son had abandoned the 

drill ship in a life boat and had gone ashore in Vietnam, just 

south of Banoi, where his son was picked up by Vietnamese 

officials. He then stated that his son was seen by a Vietnamese 

refugee in a prisoner transfer station. along with six other 

Americans. He stated that the refugee who spotted him was no~lin a 

refugee camp in the Philippines and the refugee did not want any 

money or assistance from him. 

Bob and I stated that we were unsure of how we could 

assist him, except for verification of the veracity of his reports, 

and possible logistical aspects of transferring his son from 

Vietnam back to the United States. We asked him to put everything 

he said to us in a letter which he later did. 

On April 6, 1985. I returned to Hawaii and Bob returned 

to Alberta. Several months passed. Bob remained in contact with 

Mr. Pierce. In time, Bob informed me tllat he had Pierre Michel ~~; 

arrested for transporting marijuana to Calgary, Alberta, and that 
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we no longer had to wotry about Pierre screwing up our business 

with Mr. Pierce. 

On August 1. 1~8S. 80b informed me that Mr. Pierce would 

like.us to go to Los Angeles. Califurnia in order to check the 

veracity of Me. Jimmey Cillpan of the Bamboo Cross International 

Church. because Mr. Pieece believed that Jimmey may be on the right 

track of getting his son and others released. I stated that we 

could not do this without at least expenses. because it would cost 

money to remain in California. Bob told me Jimmey wanted us to 

work on investigating the charges of Medi-Cal fraud brought against 

the Vietnamese medical community in California. He stated that Mr. 

John VanOeCamp, State's Attorney General, had arrested 52 doctors. 

only Vietnamese, and named this the Southeast Asian Project 

(S.B.A.P. Investigation). He stated a Dr. Nguyen Ghia Quynh would 

cover our expenses and we would be able to kill two birds with one 

stone. 

On August 25. 1985, I flew to LAX where I met Bob and Mr. 

and Mrs. Quynh. We proceeded to Westminister (refer to SEAP 

lnvestigation report and 60 Minutes' reports). Mr. and Mrs. Quynh 

paid us $1,000.00 per week which covered most of our expenses, 

food, car, gas, etc. Later Or. Nguyen Oinh Bang also covered some 

of these expenses. We worked with Theo Engen of Engen and 

Kirkpatrick Law Firm in Pasadena, California on St. Robles Avenue. 

Our investigation into the Southeast Asian Project, I 

belIeve, plays no role in this statement. other than background. 
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Jimmey Cillpan st~ted to us that Ha Krong Boa had the 

arrangements in progress to obtaln the possible release of John 

Pierce. We met with Krong tor the r,ext three months and then 

becau~e of personal ce~sons. Bob returned to Alberta and I remained 

behind to continue. ~ 

The following is a statement of events that led 

to my arrest in Great F~lls, Montana. 

The first meeting with Krong. he stated that his friend 

Vi Ran had almost arranged a deal wtih Hoan Van Hoang in China, 

Peking, and that Vi was in China now getting the terms of Hoang'S 

proposal, but that the deal he was arranging was the release of all 

Americans held in Vietnam and that the chinese government had to 

agree to the proposal before anything could take place. At that 

time, he was awaiting the return of Vi so that we could start 

trying to meet his demands. 

At that time Bob and I were working out of Alberta House 

in Los Angeles, which is a cover office provided by the Canadian 

Embassy in Los Angeles. Room )))), )Jrd Floor of the Crocker Bank 

Building, downtown LA, is used for intelligence gathering purposes 

by us. 

At this time we were passing information on what we were 

learning back to Neil Kingdom, all intelligence officer stationed in 

ROMP headquarters 1n Calgary, Alberta. It is interesting to no~e 

that the DEA agent that arrested me 1n Great Falls stated that he 

knew Neil JUngdom and that he had worked with him many times 



before. 

During this period (August to December) 1 personally 

spoke to Neil along .... ith Carla! Wicket, fBI in Los Angeles, and 

Patty' Voltz, CIA in Washington, D.C .• as well as other CIA, FBI and 
(fI'Itt :re«,¥/l.J·,A.lt'1$ J..'~ f1hl Jiri tJ,,:PI) 

DEA agentsr Neil wanted us to contdct the FBI in Denver, a 

particular agent, if we were arrested or got into any 9un play in 

L08 Angeles. Bob had that contact, not me, and we would be taken 

to a safe house ~nd transported out of the country. ( .. 't d,l ,.,;- ,~(JlY 
O( f'UH' r,~ .. " ...... f) 

On one occasion in a confrontation with Jack Bailey and 

operation rescue, the situation almost escal~ted Into me being 

shot, but I defused the confrontation. 

Vi returned to Los Angeles near the end of September and 

Bob and I met with him, Krong. and Jimmey in Keong's house in 

Rosemede, California. I provided ~rong and Vi with a declassified 

listing from 1981 of all POW~IA personnel. approximately 3,000 

people complete with grid coordinates of capture, and categori~ed 

status of personnel. This listing belonged to the defense 

intelligence agency and was declitssified in 1981 from secret, and 

in 1982, reclassified to top secret by the DIA, but it was a copy 

from the declassified listing. I also provided Vi with a copy of 

all information on John Pierce, and a copy of a communication from 

Averell Harriman to Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, dated 1963 or 

1'64, stating that President Diem of South Vietnam can no 10nge( be 

trusted. and must be sanctioned. Why Vi wanted it 1 do not know, 

Why he required this communication. as this top secret, no .... 
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declassified, communication is relallvely known by most all 

governments. I also later provided Vi with a copy of the OIA's 

intelligence report manual on Soviet Battalion officers tactics anc 

strategy, and a OIA manual on Soviel small arms recognition and 

parts breakdown. Also. a manual IOperations) on the HIND-24 Sovi~1 

jet helicopter by the DIA. I assumed that vi was gathering this 

information for Hoan Van Hoang. I also provided them with a 

videocassette of the senate Subcommittee Hearings on East Asian 

affairs, concerning POW!MIAs recorded from the July 1985 hearings. 

Testimony from General Thighe, State Department and OIA. Nothing 

that I passed to the Chinese was classified at the time. 

The last week of September 1985, after turning over the 

documents and video to Vi Han and Ha Rrong Boa at the meeting at 

the end of September, we requested the information on exactly what 

Vi had accomplished the previous month in Beiijing (Peking). Vi, 

in a translation through Jimmey Cillpan and Ha Krong Boa explained 

the overall situation. 

He stated that Hoan Van Hoang had left Vietnam in 1977 

after a falling out with Le Duan, N9uyen Tho Thach, and Phan Van 

Dong that Hoang had always backed the nationalist ideals of Ho Chi 

Minh and did not want anything to do with the soviet communist 

party's aspirations in the area. Be also stated that the Soviet 

Union had not lived up to agreements about rebuilding Vietnam'and 

that the only thing that had happened was the overall occupation c 

Cam Ron Bay and the seasonal pol itical invasions of Rampeallchea f( 
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reasons of political propongallda against the horrors of Pol Pot and 

Prince Shi~'nOOk. rvr these reastlns, lIoan Van Hoang left for China 

and his allies in the Chinese communist party, without releasing 

control of the loyalty at the Vietminh or the Cadres controlling 

the POW/MIAs still remaIning 1n prison camps scattered throughout 

Laos and North Vietnam. 

At that time, Hoang agreed to act as Foreig~ Minister for 

Vietnam to the Peoples Republlc of China, with whom he had had long 

ties. Vi stated that today the Vietnamese provincial chiefs, that 

had allowed the soviets into the country, were disillusioned with 

false promises of rebuilding by the Soviet Union. They were tired 

of the seemingly endless invasion of Cambodia. He stated that 

Hoang now had the backing of the provincial chiefs and the Peoples 

Republic of China to retake the government from the soviet puppetry 

of Le Duan and Nguyen Tho Thach. However. Hoang's plans were 

restricted by the Chinese government. The Chinese backing of arms 

and money would not be forthcoming without third party recognition 

and acceptance (of the propo~cd provisional government), and that 

this acceptance must come from the western world ailiancas. 

Vi also stated that the United States government had beer 

approached with Hoang's request by various organizations, but he 

had always received a negative response. Hoang was willing to 

arranqe the release of approximately 475 prisonete of war in . 

exchange for western world recognition of his government in erile, 

the coup and his proposed war against the Soviet Union. 
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At that time, Bob and myself propo$ed an attempt to 

obtain western world rpcognition of HOdng's government in exile 

from the Canadian government, a long time ally of the Peoples 

Republic of China. However, this would happen only if Hoang was 

willing LO provide ab&olute pruof of the numbel of prisoners under 

his control, and his ability to provide the delivery of the 

Vietminh and provincial chiefs. Vi agreed. 

About two weeks later, Vi Han returned to Beiijing. Bob 

returned to Canada and Ra Krong and 1 remained in California. Vi'! 

mission was to coordinate Roan Van Hoang's and the Chinese 

Communist government with our idea of Canadian support, and to get 

them to agree and accept Canada (as a western alliance supporter 

for the proposed government in exile). Bob's job was to bring In 

the Canadian government and get their acceptance of our plans. 

Krong's and my mission was to coordinate communication between Vi 

and Bob. Jimmey's mission was to bring in potential support and 

set up a meeting between myself, Krong, and representatives of 

President Tu, eoa Ky, KPNLF, ~nd Khmer Rouge representatives acros 

the United States, as well as religious sopport from other 

organizations operatihg currently within territorial Vi.etnam. 

With Bob gone, I continued to work on the SEAP 

investigation as well as developing strategies for our continuing 

POW project. Vi reported back from Beii)in9 on or about the end, 

the first week in October that the Chinese government and Roan Va, 

Hoang would fully accept Canadian involvement because of the long 
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standing trust between China and Canada, and because of the 

CAnadian posture during the Vietl1"m confI iet. Also, China was 

extremely interested in tUlning this situation into an Asset as 

far as economic development of th~ir country was concerned. They 

were also concerned with (elleving their southern borders from 

soviet control. Vi reported thdt the Chinese were being completely 

surrounded borderlo/ise, by the Soviet Union, and that China's 

national and economic survival was in danger. Burma. India, 

Afghanistan, Laos and Vietnam had all either signed PActs or were 

under insurgent fnfl uences by the Sov iet Un! on. The r e was also the 

concern that the Phil1ippines were infested with Vietnamese 

military advisors, which would eventually lead to the overthrow of 

the Marcos regime and the eventual occupation of Soviet military 

advisors assisting the N.P.A. communist forces. The potential of 

this situation in the Phjl~ippines would seriously damage the 

security of the Peoples Republic of China. Only the overthrow of 

the current soviet puppet Vietnamese 90vernme~t would stop the 

assistance provided by the Vietnamese to the communist N.P.A. 

forces. 

Vi informed US,lhat time was being wasted and that Canada 

must get on board quickly. 1 then pushed Bob as fast as possible. 

Bob stated that he had made contact with John Oostrom, member of 

Canadian parliament, and a member of the standing committee on th~ 

defense of Canada, and that Mr. Oostrom had approached Mr. Joe 

Clark, ~ecretary of State, but that more information WAS required 

.,. 
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and that he {Bob) had provided Mr. Clark with written informa:lon 

and documentation concerning Ollr proJect. 

Bob also stated that Canada required time to verify our 

information before a written response to us could be made. (This 

response was to be passed to the Chinese government and Canada was 

aWHre of this fdct). 

It was no~approximatelY the end of October. Having 

previously made contact with Bill Paul of the Wall Street Journal 

(notation - Bob had originally made contact with Mr. Paul in June 

or July of 1985. This contact waS made when Douglas Pierce leaked 

information to ail 1 concerning the disposition of Hr. Pierce's 

activities surrounding his son). 1 decided along with ~ron9 Boa 

that in order to secure the economic and political aspects of the 

overall operation, it would be imperative that a reporter of high 

caliber be brought into the overall picture. Also, Hr. Paul had 

been working for quite some time on the POW issue and was well 

abreast of the political ramifications which would occur within the 

united States government (if their numbers were confirmed and their 

release was brought up). Hr. Paul had been involved with the Bob 

Garwood issu~ and other State Department aspects. 

We then corresponded with Vi and gained the approval of 

the Chinese and Hoan Van "oang_ China accepted our plan quickly, 

in part because the wall Street Journal would reach the 

international business community and provide a potential for 

increased economic growth of China. Mr. Paul's involvement was 

~. 
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later to become a condition impused by the chinese government. 

Near the end of Octuber I I personal]} contacted Mr. Paul and 

brou9ht him up-to-date on our information. Around the first week 

in November. Mr. Paul. after hailIng checked hIS own sources, 

including General Thighe (eX-Chief of the Defense Intelligence 

Agency, who was current on the POW!I1IA issue) Bill Hendon, Pierre 

Cote, and others in the State Department and the Defense 

Intelligence Agency, Bill was convinced that our plan was sound And 

he was very ekcited about the aspects of this operation. 

For approximately the next thirty days, I awaited the 

response from the Canadian government. In the meantime, Hoang had 

stated to Vi that Hoang was willing to release a current two hour 

film of all of the live POWs, together with the names of the flr., 

POWs to be released. A man named Charles Alvin Dale, Col. United ~ 

States Army, was the first to be released to the Canadian Embassy 

in Beiijing. 1 reported this information to Bob to report to the 

Canadian government. using a f.acsimile of the following code: 

I ,;l 3 l 5 c.. _.l __ ---- ... -- P u 2 - r: K I ti 
..;( 13 G L Q 1/ 

3 C H ;11 £, vJ 

L/ 0 r It! 5 Y. 

5 IE -J 0 I '/ 

J 

~#. 
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1 also reported this information to 8111 Paul, using the 

same type of coding system. verified tile Colonel's identity on 

the master OIA list. Bill also dug up all pertinent information 

concerning the Colonel. We were now only awaiting confirmation of 

~ Canadian government involvement. 

I was informed by Bob that Mr. Oostrom had gone to 

Washington, D.C. to verify our infoemation with Canadian 

Intelligence and sleepers within tile United States government. I 

do not know who he contacted. Mr. Oostlom then returned to Ottawa 

and then reported that our information concerning the U.S. 

government and the prisoners of war was sound. 

On December 9, 1985, Bob received a letter from Mr. Joe 

Clark, Secretary of State of Canada, which he passed on to me and 

passed to Krong. This ended up in the hands of the Chinese 

government approximately two weeks before Christmas. 

A week befote Christmas. the Chinese indicated to us the 

the release might take place Christmas week, but due to 

uncontrolled circumstances the release was postponed, and Vi 

returned to California about the lOth of January, 1986. vIa 

C.A.C.C. airlines. 

Vi informed me that everything was in place in China. 

contacted Bob on or about the 10th and told him of the following 

loqiltical plan. 

1. Myself, Vi and Krong had to leave as soon as possib 

for Beiijing. 
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2. We would make contact witll the Canadian embassy and 

the Chinese government as soon as we arrived. 

l. We would also make c0ntact with Hoang. 

4. After satisfying the Chinese and Hoang that Canada 

was ready, the film would be given to me for delivery to Hr. Gorha 

at the Embassy. 

5. Within days, the first POW would then be delivered t 

me for transport to the Embassy (ChHles Alvin Dale). Bill Paul 

was then to come to Beiijing to interview Chinese officials, Hoan~ 

and also Charles Dale. 

6. Canada was to transport Dale to Vancouver, British 

Columbia. 

7. The other prisoners were then to be released in 

groups of twenty to thirty, intervtewed by Bill, and then be 

transported to the Canadian Embassy. 

8. After all prisoners were released, and when the last 

bunch was in transit to Vancouver, Hoang and the previously 

mentioned groups would begin theit coup in Vietnam. 

9. Canada and China would then petition for recognitiol 

of the new government. in Vietnam in the United Nations. 

to. Hoang and the new Vietnamese Communist Regime would 

declare war against the Soviet Union. 

The only problem we had at this time was financial. ,At 

this time Bob recontacted Dou9las Pierce of Austin, Texas and 

elplained the situation, and Dou91as a9reed to 90 along with us t 

China and cov~r all plane fares and expenses. Re 49reed because 
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had reports that tIle people tlom the Glomar Java Sea were reporte 

to be n,ixed throuyhollt the pow populi1\; lon. 

On January 15, 198(', DOIlg Pierce arrived 1n Los II.ngeles 

Doug and 1 then proce~ded to ll,e Peoples Republic of China Embass 

in San FrancIsco on January 16. VI had contacted the Embassy and 

we had our visa for perrnissiOll tD enter China within three hours. 

The visa was granted for a period Crom January 16, 1986 through 

April 14, 1986. 

On January 17, vi, Klong, Mr. Pierce and I flew CACC 

airline to 8eiijing via Shanghai. We arrived at approximately 

12:00 p.m. on January 18, 1986. II.fter landing at Beiijlng 

International Airp0rt late Saturday night January 18, 1986, 1 

contacted the Canadian Embassy and asked where we should check int 

a hotel. The desk stated that we were to go to the Lido Hotel. 

On January 19, after a 26 hour plane ride, we were very 

tired and spent most of the day resting. On the 20th, vi set up a 

appointment with Hoang and the liasion officer for the China 

offshore petroleum construction corporation. This meeting had to 

be made in order for the Chinese government to be reassured of the 

fact that Mr. Pierce. understood the extent of the search undertake 

by the Chinese government, and what China had done in advising the 

Atlantic RiChfield Corporation anJ 9lobal marine corporation of th 

pending danger before the typhoon struck the Glomar Java Sea •. 

Also, to prove to Hr. Pierce that ChIna had told the drilling 

corporation to abandon the Glomar before the typhoon strUCK. 
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Meetings were also set with Zia Zhang, ChIna's oil, 

foods, and cerial corporate economist. and the main leader of 

China's intelligence officer specializing in soviet affairs. 

On Monday the 20th of January at approximately 3:00 p.m 

I reported to the Canadian Embassy in Beiijing and met with 

~nbassador Gorham in his private office. We went over the 

logistics of the transport of the film and 1 was assured that the 

Ambassador had the power and the ability to arrange transport of 

the first POW on a 'moments notice. I then returned to the hotel 

and passed this information on to Vi, Krong, and Mr. Pierce. 

Hr. Pierce then informed me that he intended to change the plans 

and request the release of his son first. He also stated that th 

action would be taken by the Canadian government and Chinese 

government because he would be able to identify his son and he fe 

that Canada would not be able to realistically Identify Charles 

Dale. 

At this poirlt I became extremely nervous. 1 felt that 

the Chinese were to find this out and take it the wrong way, the 

entire project would be in jeopardy, I informed Vi and ~ron9 of 

what was happening that evening. Since Mr. Pierce did not speak 

Chinese or Vietnamese, and Vi did not speak English, ~ron9 and I 

felt that we could handle the situation if we were extremely 

careful. 

Our first meeting was set for Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. 

with the liasion officer of the Chinese offshore petroleum 
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construction corporation. Tuesday, vi and ~ron9 contacted the 

secret police and Chinese otilitary off ictals and I stayed with Mr. 

Pierce. Mr. Pierce did not trust Vi or Krong, and felt that they 

may attempt to set I]S up or have us killed. He informed me that 

had an extensive network of cllecks and balances set up for his OW! 

protection, and then he proceeded to get intoxicated in the loun9~ 

of the Lido Hotel. During all this time and for the duration of 

the time we were in China, he acted as though the Chinese had beel 

holding his son, and that Krong and Vi were responsible. 

By way of additional explanation, Mr. Pierce had been 

acting as if he was paying us to complete this operation and that 

therefore he was in control. Actually, we received no money othe 

than money for room, board and airfare to China. We received onl: 

expenses. The fact that Vi and Krong had gotten on the plane wit: 

one-way tickets and that we were there only on expenses seemed to 

escape him. You see Mr. Pierce had threatened to leave all of us 

in China, if his son was not released first. 

Pierce related to me the story about now he had IlIac 

arrested and then b~aten while in jail on several occasions. I c 

relate this story if necessary. lllac was found hung to death in 

his cell in a federal prison in the USA in February 1986. 

On Wednesday, we proceeded to meet with the liasion 

officer at 10:00 a.m. in his office. lie related to us what Chlna 

had done during the Glomar Java Sea incident, and how China was n 

responsible for this terrible accident. Mr. Pierce treated this 

man as if he was responsible for holding his son, and kept tell!r ... 
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and Chinese that they Sllould release him. The 11a5ion officer 

became very irritated illHj 1 mutlon;;:d to Krong, and he spoke to Vi 

III vietnamese. Vi ttl,," passed d cupy of a correspondence to the 

liasion offlcer which was written in Chinese. (I do not know what 

was on that note). The ten~ion stopped and the liaslon officer 

took us for lunch in the Peking Hotel for Peking Duck and Rice 

Wine. 

Rron,] started to play games at this point with Mr. Piere 

in order to satisfy Mr, Pierce. 

Our next meeting was set for Friday. Zia Zang, China's 

intelligence director specializing in soviet affairs, did not Spea 

a word of English (female) and vi and Krong therefore controlled 

the situation. However, Mr. Pierce told her that he was only 

interested in releasing his son and he strongly implied that he 

represented George Bush and the American government. Although Zia 

knew what was to happen, this statement scared her and she stated 

to Vi that evening that China needed to reevaluate the overall 

situation before tIle prearranged transaction was to take place. 

She instructed me that becaose of what Hr. Pierce had said, before 

they eould complete oU,r transact lon, they needed more assurances 

that Canada was on-board, 1 reported lhis to Ambassador Gorham in 

writing and requested him to lelephone the Chinese Foreign Ministe 

and clarify any problems. The Ambassador was not in so I left him 

my let.ter. 

The following week consisted of government t.ours and 
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and meetings wIth ~odn9's people and several late night meetings by 

Vi with Chinese And Vietnamese nlflcJdls. China and Hoang's people 

were ready to move, but for Mr. pierce's nttempt to change the 

nature of the agreement at this pOint. 'fhey were not prepared to 

effectively provia the eXIHtence of John Pierce. must less gain his 

individual release. They ~lso requIred lhe Canadian government to 

reassure them again of their committment. 

I proceeded lo the Embassy and defriefed Mr. Gorham, 

Jeffrey Charlabois, and a representative from Brian Pickford's 

provincial government. I advised them of the overall situation and 

almost begged them lo respond to China's requests. The Ambassador 

and Charl.abois instructed me to bring the Chinese into the £mbtlssy, 

and they would give them reassurances, but that the Chinese had not 

delivered the film yet and it was the Chinese who must therefore 

make the first move. They also indicated that I needed to take a 

harder I ine with these people. They said that Mr. Clark had 

already responded on the December 9th letter and it was China's 

turn. 

1 felt that the situation was getting out of hand and 1 

should contact Ottawa -through Bob, so r did. Mr. Davidson in 

Ottawa instructed Bob via telephone that he would leave any 

decision up to Mr. Gorham and he would remain noncommittal on any 

decision to be made. I passed this information on to the Chin~se, 

as I felt that in order to salvage the situation, we would have to 

be perfectly honest with the Chinese government for they held all 

the cards. (:'s 1 mentioned earl ier, 1 was informed in December 
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of 1985 that all of the rows were being moved t~ Yunnan Province 1 

China. and that Charles OdIe w~s workln9 as a houseboy in Hoan9's 

home in peking. It was confirmed to me by the Chinese government 

through vi and Klong tllat in tact they had been moved to China and 

the boxes of newspapers that VI had taken to China in December had 

been given out. The POWs wele also one of the reasons for runnins 

the superbowl game in China tor the first time ever, in order to 

reacquaint them with current American events. 

l:Iowever. at this point 1 was informed by the Chinese the 

we should return home and acquire a letter of confirmation from t! 

Canadian government that it knew what we were doing and that eana( 

was stHI on-board. Z ia told Hr. Pierce that she personally woul, 

try and find out What had happened to his'son. It was reconfirme! 

by Zia at this point that all the prisoners were gathered in 

December and placed in Yen Bai Prison Camp, and later transported 

to the Yunnan Province for medical attention and debriefing 

purposes. 

On February 2, 1986 we left for llon9 Kong on CACC 

airlines and from there we proceeded to Japan on JAL airlines. 1 

Toyko I transferred to JT\l" Hunolulu bound, and then on Hawaiian 

airlines to Kona. 

Pierce returned to Austin. Taxas on American airlines a 

vi and «rong went to [A on Korean airlines. All letters that, 

exchanged hands between Zia and Vi. which were written In ChineSE 

were given to me in oede!' to prove China's committment. Note 
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also that I personally signed in ... nd out of the Canadian Embassy 

every time that I met wIth C~nrldlan officials in Peking. 

Jllst before 1 left China. a message was passed to us 

verbally by Zia that ChIna's house was full, and that Krong, Vi !I, 

myself had opened their door and Canada'S door. aut it appeared 

that Canada's house was empty and that we must therefore go home 

and fill Canada's house. Also, the message was that she would be 

in contact with us on or before the first week in March. She als 

told Mr. Pierce that she would do what she could about his son an, 

contact him soon. 

I returned home on february 2, 1996 and contacted Bob 

Ketcheson and informed him of wllat had happened to our project. 

told him that between Mr. Pierce's Interference and the refusal t 

contact China direct by External Affairs of Canada in Ottawa, and 

their policy with Gorham in China. the Chinese had become scared 

and postponed the proJect. J told him that if i was in China's 

position, I probably would hilv~ done tile same thing. He told me 

that he would straighten this out and obtain the letter of 

confirmation necessary from tlw Canadii'ln government. I told him 

that we needed to develOp another method to confirm the plan. not 

using the Canadian government. just in case something was wrong i 

Ottawa. Bob then inform"d me that there was nothing to worry abo 

and that Canada was on-board and thal Brian Mulrooney was so 

confident that he had already made an appointment with President 

R~agan which had been set for the 16th and 17th of March . 

... 
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Bob said tlldt he could arrange the financial aspects ot 

ollr next trip /IS .. ,!11 (IS obtaJrI tilt;' letter o( confirmation that. "" 

needed from 1'1 r" Johll (Josuo"" .. ..,,11 oe fore March 1. 

Over the next f", .. w~eks I remained in Kona. 1 mailed 

copies of the document s that Z ii) !,dd 9 111en to me to Bob, to be 

passed on to Ottawa. He mailed me LI.(" letter of confirmation thd 

China required, which J then passud on to the Chinese to Han Vi. 

was informed that the mistakes that had been made by Canada 

previously had been those of Mr. Davidson from External Affairs I 

Ottawa, and that Mr. Davidson had been reprimanded and posted as 

Embassador to the Philippines. (This was just before the Marcos 

regime collapsed - t .. o days before). 

On or about the first week in March, I learned from 811 

Paul that Zia Zhang had gone to Hanoi and was still there. She t 

not contacted us yet. Bob ar,d I decided to go to plan "8", whict 

entailed going to Bangkok in order to be closer to the overall 

situation. We felt that if we were in Bangkok we could contact 

easler, and a trip of this n~ture would coincide with Mr. Oostror 

scheduled trip to 'l'hailand. which was to take place from March 1 

to approximately April 15, 1986. 1 had be:en informed by Bob and 

Oostrom had schedl.lled this trip quite some time ago. 

1 told Bob that. we still needed an outside source of 

assistance because 1 felt Canada had made mistakes before anq we 

could not afford another error. Bob informed me of the Buddhtst 

Monks missing In Vip.tnam (see sl.Ipplement 5, Canadtan Buddhist 
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Association, John tasard. Director of Catllolic Relief Association. 

8an9kok). Bob said thdt the Presidenl of the Canadian Buddhist 

Association may be abl" to assist us WIth contacts in aangkok in 

urder for us to compl~te the project at hand with or without 

Canadian governmental assistance. 

I then called my brother ~en BarKer in Paris, Ontario, 

and asked him to make contact with this organization and 

tentatively make plans to leave for Bangkok from Calgary on April 

1, 1986. Ken 9athered Information from the President of the 

Canadian Buddhist Association and learned of our contact in Bangkc 

from him. Ken informed me the contact man in Thailand was John 

Lasard, Director of the Catholic Relief Association in Bangkok. 

Ken also told me that he had sent all the information along with 

the name of our contact to Bob Ketcheson in Black Falds, Alberta. 

This was on or about March 14, 1966. 

"he only ren,aining problem was money. In order to pay 

for our expenses in Bangkok, as our plan included a meeting of Kef 

Bob and myself in Black raIds. Alberta on the 24th of March and 

then the trip to BangKok on or about April '. Also. a meeting wa 

tentatively set with 'Ross Perot in Bangkok during the first week 

April. We intended to inform him of what was 90109 on and to use 

him if possible to finance the logistical operations of the proje 

if the Canadian government backed out. 

But first we h~d to have the financing to get us to 
0'> Oil.. ,~u-:- '\' .... e \,\: .. 0:' t·.,,'lc.,!'1 

Bangkok. Bob told mel that he hi!d made contact with a Dale 

... 
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Peterson in Hawaii and thal Mr. Peterson would cover the e~penses 

to Bangkok in exchdngu fOI ~y p.rsondlly lrdnsporting a package 

from Salt Lake City. Utal. to Great Falls. Montana. Mr. Peterson 

was supposedly currently 10 HawaiI and would be contacting me on or 

about the 16th of March 19Bb. 

1 met Mr. Peterson at my house in Kana on the 16th of 

March. 1 had II general idea that the contents of the package to be 

transported must be sensitive, but I asked Mr. Peterson no 

questions about its contents because I assumed that 1 could handle 

this situation and that Bob would not have taken this secondary 

method of obtainin9 financing unless he was sure we would be able 

to transport this item. Mr. Peterson asked where he would be able 

to deliver this package to me near Salt Lake. I arrang.d a drop 

point in Ogden, Utah. 

I departed for Salt Lake City from ~ona on the 20th of 

March, 1986 and arrived in Ogden on the 21st. The package was 

delivered to me on the 2,nd of March and 1 made the arrangements 6~T~ 
r ~ '" , tl l' l"f\~' ~ .; f'\: 
for Bob to pick me up at the Great Falls Airport on the 23rd of 

March. 

I felt that if·somethiny was wrong 1 would know within 24 

hours, so I spent the ni9ht of the 22nd in Ogden. On the ~d of 

March Bob said that he was to pick me up and take me to the Holiday 

Inn In Great Falls. Montana where Mr. Peterson would then meet us. 

and then give us three airline tickets to Bangkok, Thailand and 

$2,800.00 U.S. currency. Then we were to leave for Black Falls, 
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Alberta and arrange lor my brotller Xen to come to Calgary. have a 

meeting wIth us. and leave (Dr Uangkok. 

Needless to say. when 1 arrived In Great Palls 1 waS meL 

by DEA officers. ar[e~ted and t!anspocted to the Cascade County 

Jail. Bob never showpd up at the airport. He was the only one WhL 

knew the time and the airlIne upon whIch 1 was arriving. 

On the first of April. I was informed by my brother ~en 

by way of my lawyer. Pat Cotter. that John Lasard, our contact in 

Bangkok was killed March 30, and that Sob had disappeared and was 

nowhere to be found. 


