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Freed American tells 01 
.. , ~r~eal in VN jail 

.. ,. 

AN American war veteran jailed for 18 months In Vielnam said yesterday 
that authorities there subjected him to "terrible mental pressure" and 
refused to let him meet the Vielname. woman he 8a1led there to rejoin. 
Robert Schwab. 44, 

said while he Wi'18 not 
phy.icsJly mistreated, 
the Vietnamese kept 
him in BOJitary confine­
ment fot'" more than B 

yeaf, denied him aU IIc­
eese to the outside world 
and interrognted him on 
numeroUIf occasions to 
determine ir he WIl8 a 

SPlit reaHy wu 8 fail. 
ure," Schwab Mid of his 
quest to bringback 
<'Mai," whom he met as 
an Anny private in the 
central highlands in 
1972, Jen behind during 
the oommuniat advance 
and evacuation of Sai­
gon in April 1976 and 
reestablished contact 
with six years later. 

To try to bring her 
out, Schwab took 8 5.6-
metre aaUbo.t on II 13-
day. 966-kllometre trip 
from the Philippines to 
Vietnam, crouing 
watera often plagued by 
typhoons and pirates. 

Schwab was freed on 
Th~y after US 
President Ronald Rea­
~an took a personal 
interest in the cue and 
instructed senior US 
officials to negotiate hi. 
releflee. Washington 
flnd Hanoi dO' not main­
tain diplomatic rela­
tions. 

Official Viettuunese 
media, whleh made no 
mention or Mai. said 
Schwab had vIolated 
territorial waten and 
infringed on the coun­
try's security. A reliable 
diplomatic SOUm! who 
requested flnonymity 
said Schwab wae 
released after paying a 
$10,000 (about 260,000 
baht) fine. 

According to his own 
fleeount at y~st&rday'8 
press. conference. 
Schwab, after leaving 
the Anny, stayed on in 
Vietnflm flnd worked ror 
privale ageneies and the 
us Government until 
the 1975 ev.acuation, He 
&a.d that in 19tH. he 
joined In a fruitless 
foray into Laos to search 
for US prisoners al­
legedly sighted there 
aince the end or the war, 

Schwab said that dur­
ing his captivity. the 
Vietnamese would not 
allow him to meet Mai, 
a pseUdonym for hiB 
rriend. now 31 years old. 

RDbert Schwab at yesterday's press conference: 
"It really was a failure." 

Requests to meet with 
Foreign Ministry offi­
cials to di8CUH the cue 
were denied. he aaid. 

But he said his cap~ 
. tors showed some con~ 
cern, "I was even given 
pictures of ber at Dne 
point," he said. 

Without ,elaborating, 
Schwab 8aid he had dis­
covered new informa­
tion about her, and 
eouJd not uy i:f he still 
regarded her Q his fian­
cee. 

DISORIENTED 

Schwab, whO' ap­
peared gaunt and dioori­
ented, aaid he spent 
"terribly emotiorw.L 
IDnely and depressed" 
days in solitary (onfine~ 
ment in a 12 by 14 foot 
room with a tile Ooor, a 
hard bed and a desk. He 
said he J08t len pounds 
de.piLe rece:iving ade­
quate. wen-balanced 
meall!. 

He said he passed the 
time exercising. writ­
ing, and "talking to my· 
selr." 

Schwab said he was 
fUl'lt held in Qui Nhon, 
in the central prOVInce 

of Nghia Dinh, then in 
the major port city of 
Danang up north, then 
back in Qui Nbon. The 
taet year or more wae 
spent in solitary con­
finement "from hegin~ 
ning to end" in a regular 
prleon in Ho Chi Minh 
City, formerly Saigonj 

he said.· 
He said the V let­

namese never fonnally 
charged bim with any 
crime but interrogated 
him for extended peri­
ods about "roreign af~ 
fain" and other mat~ 
Len. He said he faced 
"Lerrible mental pres­
sure" and ''just about 
every available means 
was uBed to increase 
that preuure." 

Schwab said he nnt 
met Mai in her family', 
coffee ehop in the (:fln­
ual province ofGia Lai· 
Cong Tum. He said he 
was drawn to her be­
cause ahe waa "a very 
traditional Vietnamese 
girl," 

In, 1975, he said, he 
received her parents' 
permi$8ion to take ber 
to the United St.at.ea, but 
then decided against it. 
Her family had just 

, made the arduous flight 
southward from the 

brPeterEng 

communist offensive in 
the eentrfll highlands, 
and when he saw Mai 

,during the Saigon 
evacuatiDn; ehe w& 
very thin, silent, emo-­
Uonal1y crushed and 
"crying her heart out" 

"She would have relt 
like a deserter IJ if she 
had left with him and 
abandoned her r&mily. 
he said. Schwab said he 
made contact with her 
in 1981 through a refu­
gee in Thailand and the 
letten indicated they 
remained very much in 
love. 

He said he eonsidered 
'various means Dr getting 
her out before deciding 
to approach the Viet­
namue "in an obviously 
innocent. but dramatlct 
way." such (that) 
would be (both) innocent 
and capture their imagi­
nation and the Press's 
imagination .'" 

But hi. plane: of 
calmly landing aehore. 
presenting himself to 
the village headman, 
and then waiting ror au~ 
thoritiei 80 he could ne~ 
gotiaLe Mai's exit fen 
apart. Fishing crt1f\8 
towed his boat in and he 
was immediately jailed. 

"1 definitely recom­
mend that anyone with 
B problem or this nature 
use official avenues of 
approach rather than 
the South China 80 .. ," 
Schwab iaid. 

Richerd Childress. 
the Asian Affair direc­
tor of the National &.. 
ewity Council who n&­

.gotiated Schwab's ,... 
lease, said a resolution 
was eased by recent in­
ere~ coo~ration be.. 
tween the United States 
and Vietnam on ac­
counting for Americana 
missing in action from 
the war and on Dther 
humanit.arian issues. 

Conaidering Schwab's 
IUegai entry, back~ 
ground. and natura1 
suspicions the Viet­
namese would have had, 
"in another time ... the 
outcome could have 
been very different," 
Childrese told the press. 
conference. 

He saM Washington 
could not condone what 
Sehwab had done. 
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