oo

after 15 months in soli-
tary confinement in Viet-
nam, said yesterday he
wanted to press Hanoi to

using 8n innocent yet
dramatic approach,

Speaking one day after
arriving in  Bangkok,
Robert Schwab, who de-
scribes  himself as a
“scholar - adventurer”,
said he planned to land in
Vietnam by boat from the
Philippines in broad day-
light.

After landing, he
hoped to waik up to the
leader of the local com-
munity, inform him of hia
intentione and wait for
the nuthorities.

Mr Schwab, captured
off the central coast of
Vietnam in April 1985,
had hoped to bring back
"Mai” a Vietnamese
woman he says is the girl-
friend he left behind
when the ' Communists
took over in 1975,

He was accused of vio-
laling Vietnamese ter-
ritorial waters and in-
fringing on the country’s
security. They also sus-
pected he was a apy.

"“What I tried to accom-
plish was to effect the
permission for the girl I
intand to marry to leave
Vietnam legally to return
to the US.”

He said the successful
att.emgt. by photo-journat-
ist John Everingham in
rescuing his wife by
gwimming acrosa the Me-

ered using a speedboat to
Tescue Mgi, 31, “but that
would have been too com-
plicated and very expen-
sive.”

Although it seemed a
“radical” jdea, Mr
Schweb said he thought
he would impress the
Vietnamese authorities
of his genuine intentions
using an “innocent yet
dramatic way 8o as to
capture their  imagina-
tion".

He slso planned to cap-
ture the imagination of
the Press since thers
were hundreds of reporti-
era in Ho Chi Minh at the
time covering the 10th
anniversary of the fall of
South Vietnam.

The adventurer said he
had “communications set
up so that the Presa
would know  several
hours after 1 hed made,

But the enly thing that
went right was the sail-
ing, Mr BSchwab said.
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‘Robert Schwab; 'She remalned in’ my.mind as an

extraordinary girl',

“Everything else went
wrong. [t was really a
failure.” -

"A lettar that was to
have been posted by a
friend from Hong Kong
informing Washington of
his intentions failed to-
arrive.

The U8 Govarnmgn{,.wwu,.lpq,—-_ﬂ{m .

relilised he was

issing  being : mov ck
kong Hiver to Laoa had**1in lats Jdne, 1955.?” r-“ﬂwguﬁx H’f}& hére he
[ effect on him:: ~-snws=rvemds Mr Bhwab had no corrrirterroga
-~ Mr Schwab hed consld- "*'fact with thé . culside’

world apart from his
interrogators until the
ond of June thia year
when the Vietnamese
gave him a letter from
Richard Childreas, a Na-
tional Security Councll
official, dated May 31.
Before arriving off the
Vietnamese coast after
about 13 days at sea, he
lost radio communica-
tion. Then instead of

- arriving unassisted, Viet-

namese fishermen cap-
tured him and towed his
£1,200 hoat ashore,

He was detained in the

- cantral province of Nghia

Binh for four days before
being transferred to Da
Nang and detained at a
sea resort.

The mentsl pressure,
he said, started to build,
when interrogation
atarted during the initial
two weeks.

Although lonely and
dep , he said " the
accommodation at the re~
sort was like an upcoun- -

try Thai house: A 12-foot At that point, he sald,
by 14-foot room, tlled she did not want o lpave
floor, a bed and. her family because.she
de,.l;'.h o0 e wsoould feel li‘l:’a %:mrter.
e wae inade- “So ft tta t
quate at times, but most| to |:ul:1?e ni\ar at ,rtl':zt
of the time it waa ade:| pojnt.”,
quate and balanced.” But the adventurers
The next two weeks he| father, Robert Schwsb in
A told UPL in Atlanta yes-
terday: “Thie girl wanted
to come with him (she '
was 17 at the time). She
two weaki. R leaded with him. But be
e o il B S B
, " 1 i hothe im.”
Minh City and placed in ~ My Schwah ir said hie
solitary confinement yon had refused her pleas
until he was released. to leave “because she was
ﬁr:tl.rm g:tr:mbin-g; 2 1;: still & child and had a fine
her family’s coffeeshop in f”ﬂﬂ’;ﬁ:ﬁiﬁg Vietnam
the city of Cong Tum, In' Mr  Schwab  travelled
E‘!:; Lai-Kong Tum P'W'; around the re ‘a;l. I ndd
e, | \ ing time in Thailand an:
I think highly of & j"198] went ncrosa Into
gptrs e Lan i e s e
T i ]l 1 120
. son who knew ni's
rg::lrrlld :V!}:er;x emao;i‘l:::g far:'ili'l‘y and wap told she
wwas falling n 1975, 1 de- | blo” aved o it setay "
cided that [ would like t0 ~ He managed to contect
marry her. “her through letters, and
o e, e 5 T
with the US Embasay on ::e o:!: * s ®
the evacuation, he met s ,
her and found her “in  During his interroge-

| for énotdr

i tion, Mr Bchwab said, he
:f::;:lamﬂ p:f;]i’f,'f,"“i}f:l asked the Vietnamese
heart out”, about Mai but was told

they would discuss the
matter “later”,

He never met Mei dur-
ing bia detantion but was
Eiven photographs of ber

y the Vietnamese au-
thorities.

Mr Schwab said the
Vietnamese knew her
real identity, almoat from
the very beginning.

Asked what he was

ing to do unext, Mr

hwab said: “Tin atill
tundecided, I'atill have to

¢ some more thinking
about whare to go from
hers.” BN




