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THE for:tner US Green" 
Beret freed Oil Tb\U'llM:lay" 
.ner 15 Inonthe in aoll~ 
tilry confinement in Viet­
fijlnl, uid ymn.rday he­
wanted to preae Hanoi to 
rel888f! hi. girlfriend by 'I 

U8Jng an innocent yet " 
tUamatic approach. 

ap.aJd"" .... day _ 
art'ivln. in Bangkok, 
Ro.botI Schwab. who do· 
tcribee himB6:1r a. It 
"8Cholar - adventurer", 
.. Jd ho plannad to land I. 
Vietnam by boat from the 
Philippine. in broad d.)'~ 
light.. 

A.fkr landing. he 
hoPfJ(J to walk up to the 
leader of tM loCal CQm~ 
munit)', inform him orhia 
intGntion. and wait for 
the authoritie •. 

Mr Schwab, eaptured 
otT the central eoaat of 
Vietnam in AprU 1985, 
had hoped to bring heck 
"Mai," • Vietnamese 
woman h. aay. i. the girl­
friend be left behind 
when the' Cooununi8te 
took oyer in 1975, 

He WAI a«'iuaed of via­
Jating Vletnameee 1<tr· 
ritori.) 'Naten and in­
fringing on the country'. Robert Schwab: 'She remained In' mY. mind .. an 
aecurit.J. They also au. extraordinary gin', 
poct.ed he .... a liP)'. ....,.". 

"What I hi_ to aeoom· "EV8~ing elae went try Thai houie; A 12·roo~ ~'Ai ihat polnt.- he iald 
plish WSA to etreet U,e wrong. It was ruJly a by 14-foot tomn, tlJed ahe did not want to I"v~ 

,penni_ion Cor the r,d I falluN,'" floor. III hard bed and, her family bcau.e/",he 
intend to marry to eave 'A lettor that wu to deaL would feel Hke a deeert.er, 
Viet"am legally to return have bee" posted by a "The food wae i"acl. "So It teemed better not 
to the US," friend (rom HOIli Rona: quate at timet. but mo .. &:' to ta.Ite her at that 

He $$id the 6uet:ealllfuJ informing WllIIhington of or the tim& it WIllI ade- point ". 
attempt by photo·jO'urnal. his Intentione failed to· quate and balanced." But tM adventurer's 
iIIt John Everingham in arrive, The next twO' weeks he father, Rebert Scbwab jr. 
reeeuing his wife by The ,US Govemrnent,'IM'j'V"~~~' told UI'I i. AU .... y_ 
Iwimming aCl'l)8a the M ..... ruUaed he Willi Wil!l8ilf~,betnlJ ~~~ • "? c,' i teniay: "This girl wanted 
iOnv ruger to LaO. hlli:l -"'1" lateJlln6,1985. c ..... -.~gK~. Bllill 'nere e to come with him {she 

'4'ffeeton him;· ___ 'H Mr ~wab had no ~It~ ,(or' , w ... 11 at the time), She 
,- Mr Schwab hId oon,ld~ ~:'! taet with ijt6', dul8lde' tWo. - " " I r,leaded with him, But be 
eM Olin, a apeedboat to world apart fro,!, hit Final.l1. M WJ.8 talfin eft, and it baa .lwfloye 
re&eue Mai. 31. "but that interTogatonJ until the to a pneon In Ho Chi i bothered him," 
would have been too tom~ end of June W, year Minh City and pI~ in Mr Schwab jr ... id hi. 
pJieatod and very etpen~ when the Vietnamese 80Jitary confinement aon bad mu. her pleu 
alve." ,ave him a letter from until he wu rel&Ued. to '"yo"because ahe w .. 

Although it seemed tI Riehal'd Children. aNa- Mr Schwab taid ho aUll a chUd and had. fine 
"radical" idea. Mr tional Security -Council tint m~ Mal in 1972 in famity there". 
Schweb aaid he Uurught officiai,dat.ed May 31. herlanuly'scoffeeahopln AfterleavincVietnam. 
he would impnIM the Bofore arrivIng off the the eity or Cong Tum. In' Mr Sehwab ir«veUed 
Vietnamese authoritit!ll Vtetnamese cou, aftar Gi.J Laj.Koor Tum Prov~, around the region.lIPitnd~ 
of hi. genuine int.enllonb about 13 days at lea, he lnee. ' ing time in Thailand find 
using an "innoctJnt yet loat: radio eommunica· "I tl)ink highly of a in 1981 went acroee Into 
dramatie way so sa to Hon, Then instead of traditio,mill VietrtalJl8M t.o..in ~b of Am&ri-
rapture their- imaglna· arrivingUIW!lliBted. Viet· sirl. and she was the eanuniseingin actlon. 
tion" namese fishermen cap- arehtypeofthat,"beaa'd, i [n 1981 he met. a pel" 
H~ allO planned to cap· tum him and towed hie "She remained in my l.eon who knew Mat's 

ture the imal(ination of 11200boataahore. minduanextraordlnary famIly and wae wid the 
tho Prefla .. nee theA He was d~tai!U!d in the girt. When tho eountry had "sevel1/): nervous trou-
were hundred& of report- ee:nti'al pnmnee of Nghia Was f,lUng in 1976.1 de-- ble" and he felt guilty, 
en in Ho Chi Minh at the Bmh for four day. bef~ eided that I would like to He managed to C(lnt.eet 
time covering the 10th being tranBlerred to Da marry her," , her through letters. and 
anniversary of the faU (If Naill and detained at a JU&t hetO're the: fall, the indicated In her Jet,.. 
South Vietnam, tea retort when he W&Il working ten that a.h. wanted. to 

The ad¥entul'8r .... id he The mentel PI'$IlIu.re, with the us Embe,eay on come eut. 
had "communicationJ .t he said, stetted to build. the evacuation, he met D' h' i te 
up MJ that the ~ when into~atlon her and found her "'in ~CSchI. en 7't: 
would bow l&Yeral atarted dvrlns the Initial t.enible psychologlcal::~ the WVtet:~ 

, houra after 1 had mad~ two weeks. shape a~ cryinr her about Mal but WlU told 
, it", , AJthouah lonelr ,and heart out. they would diacuaa the 
I But the only thlng that depreABed~ he Alud the matte "later" 

I went right WWll the aail~ a«omm~tion at the reo- He ~ye .. m~t Mei dur-
ing. Mr Schwab said, IoOri wtl8 hke an upeoun· ' ins bis detention but waa 

Biven photograph. of be .. 
by the Viet.nluneM au· 
thoritlea, 

Mr &hwab .aid the 
Vietnlt¥lH!M knew her 
real iiMntity. almnet from 
the very bqinning, 

Asked what be: waa 
pns to do utxt, Mr 
Schwab uid; "rin stili 

tundecidelllltUi have to 
h\o some 'more thinking 
! about where to 10 €rom 
here." 


