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1 AuCUft. 1965, 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY .. 
KEl1on.AlIDmi -< 

CIA Approeiatlon of SA-2 Acti9itr 
In North Vietn;"1lI DUring Late JUlY . 
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This la"an Interl~ report And 18 based'ou a 
thorough re...exaadnatlon of all data 'available as of 
1, AU~5t con,corning the shootdown ot .. US 14C OR' : ." 
a4 Jul, ~nd a drone aircraft on 26 Juir in the .ano~· 
area. All available. data pert.fninl to'the 27' Ju1;r.. ", .• 
US air" strike has a160 heen e,.aldned~· \'Ihen .dd~-· . 
tional data Is r~eeived .bleh furtber clarifies ' 
tho conelusions iu thi8 report a Subsequent .e.o­

:randura "111, be published.. . 

It now appoars almost certain th&t the' aatn 
thruat of the 27 July strike occurred about 42 
nautical miloa w.et southwest of Hanol 1ft the 
Ban Xom Loa bar~a~ka area and not in the intended 
target area "here SAl( sites 6 and 7 are loeatM-. 
Since the information OQ this strike which was 
intended against the SM{ sitell ,.1\8 released to . 
the press and since it .aa inadvertently conducted 
in another aroa (for reasonS not4yet clear), Sanol 
aiglit interpret this as a us ploy to test yorld . 
reaction prier ,to launchipi a full scale attack 
,.I~~nst the Hanoi SAM complex. 

, .,. 
'. It i8 now' clear that at least one or IlON BAa ", 

site8 are oporational and are be1ng controlled -a,. . 
Sovie't personnel. However, the presenCII of" Soviet . 
personnel cannot yet M assOCiated with an,.- speelflo 
alte~ Although the precise site or qi~os lnvolved 

" 

... 
.. 

. '.~.' .... ~,--.-.~.: '-.... ~--. -., '-~~-'.::::TI~1t;Yi~~l~~t?~;~i 



/ 
. -. . , ' .. , ... '" ~"""- .:..-.. ... ,,", .... --".~~ ... -'~~''-'-'~-'''''''''----~--'~'' .-' 

in tho sbootdowns ot 24 and 26 July cannot bo det~· " 
!lined :Crom the av::al1able evidence, sites '4.and 6 
are .thc m.O/it, suspC!ct. There 119 :also the pOSSibility,' 

.that nn as1yct undetected sito may have been respon­
sible. Photocraphy of 28 July cletlr1y shows slto: 6 
to. be filled with dummy equipment but it tnir;ht ,have 
been an opcratio.n:al site on 24 July'and the equip- " 
ment removed after the 24 .July Sbootc,1o-.rn in antici­
pation of I US airstrike~ 
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1., Status of &.\-2 Inst.llationll' ":-, 

Kith altitude :pbotol:l".ph1 of North'Vietn .... (V-1I, 
a.,nd ~nON'E) has thus far revealed ~vcn SA-2- attes, • 
five'clustered about,ifanoi in. ring OflS .. ~le ' 
radius and two otbors' 30 miles to-the ,wcst .. ; I It ' .. ~ 
is quite posSible that other 'SA4' ~teB have !>eea . 
prepared but have not ·ye:t been discovered. The" <:,.;" 
ro~oluUon of thiS high a'J.UtUde phoj;ograplij lio;, ' , , 
not gond enough .to distinguish bet,"""n operaU,dnal' 
SA-2 sites and thoso sites,ocoupied b1 dummy equip­
ment. As of this writing, '10,. altitude' pbOtograli>h1, 

~ is available on11 on Site 6 ~o lbe vest; lIbleh wa. 
" occupied on 28 JUly with dUllllll1 SA-2 equipment;' No" 
: reports have bech re("·,lvcd from agents or obServers 

.:, indicatin'g that IlJ>tua. SA-2 equipment·iS installed 
at any of the severt. 'Sites.. However. we begau 
intercopting the SA-2 tracking radar~(pA8 SONG}' , 
signa! in th~. gc!,cr.al.. ~a~o~ _ ~x:ea -Q.1l ~,~ J~l~~~~~rTh~' . 
I . " , . . :" " 

w ~ ... ." • .. , ...... -~ .......... 
. ,._ •.... _"' .' •..... ' "" ._ .. -_:: ... ..1 It is 

important to noto that O'wo nOlI have no real yay of . 
knowing which sites are oceupied aDd o~ational . 
at auy given time. l£Videntll on .. must~ e conc~rn"cl 
abo~ this matter i. vie,. of the ~UDm1 uipmont, 
ropently observocf at Site. 6.. ,-". 

'2. F4C Shootdown,on 24 July 1985: --- ,. Tbere is no valid indication which SA-2.site 
fired at the fliCht of four F4C .1rcral~ f11ing at 
about 2;l;cOOO foet on 24 Ju11. Ye do not ltD"" the' 
precis. poSl,.tion_~!..J;~ ,ai:rpraft:-;':\:.,~I,\'}~A!F 
intorcept. I. ... , :.;: .... -.: i·-...... ;..~;;;.~-::---;....J . ... - . ~.-~ . . ". re ......... : .",:,: .,,,.:; _'_"'_.".J~-",.'~ .. ;,~",~.,:,.,". the aircraft we 
about 5 _ilea south of Site 6 within a 3 __ 11e, 
circle at ~Adlus. This would plaee tho aircraft' 
at the maximum raDg_ (17 to 18 na) of the SA-ll 
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system :from 'Slto' 4. Tho returninG: pilots reported 
that, the missl1cs>WClrd travclllns: almost vertically 
as t11.ey appro\lchod tho !orm.ation, and this $uc:~sts 
that the launchl.nt s1to wns morO nearly beno!1th-
the 111e;11t line; tho !nct th:3.t the missiles p:tssed 
on the starbonrd side of tho fl~ght I1no 1s 'lm- • 
material. Had these aissl1es como from S1 to 4 at -
ext:rcmc range, they would have been travellinG a1",,: 
most horizontally. Site 1 was apparently stIll 
unde,r construction at the tlra8 of last photoG:l.'aphy*; 

. therC;[orc.
t
. based on the limited data aval1abl'e, the 

missiles ~ther came from S1te 6 or a new undetected 
site in 'the v,lcinity. The absence of genuinQ: SA-2 
equ1p::lent at Site 6 on 28 July indicates either 
that the unit was moved fro:n"thls site after tl}e 
shootdt1wn on 24 July.but prior -to the low level cover­
age, or that it never was occupied and a third un-

~ 1~~.fL~ ~!~~~d:: ~.~ ~ ~Z~= :~~C:::~:&:7~~~';~;·~7!'~.=t I ... " ..... Our conclusion' at this time is that; we 
cannot determine wh;ich site downed thb F4C'w1th any 
degree. of assurance nor have we nny basis for tying 
1t to the DnO~~ loss two days later. 

3.. DRO~""E Shootdown of 26 July! 

The 
26 July 
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intell1gence data on the shootdown of 
is. n~re ~o~plete~-·· .. . ..... - .• --. ''''1' t< 
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"U-2 illght of 26 July tNPIC readout) and ·low 

altitude f11ght of 29 July (Field readout). 
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4. Retaliatory· Strike of 27· July Against Slte.·& and 7:· 

It ls· our understand·ing that 48 aircraft .... r. . . -. 
tarceted against Sites & and ~OA,27 July 1965.· The 
pUots reported that they had .destroyed ""e sUe·, . 
heavily damaged the 5Qcond"and set ~he barracks areas 

-on f l,re. However to 1 t now apP'ars that the al,craft 
made their pnsses o\ter an area around Ban XOII 'Lola. 

1
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. ~_""':""""';-;-.i.:"'''''''';' ... _~." • .;'.:.." ....... , ._~_" I It is ~ o\e ... ~-~.:.:!:.. 
why til" strike fell on tll1s area. Neither 18 .11:- •. '. 
clear what Sites the pllots boU"1I.6d they had de-:: .'. 
strayed.. " There are a number of barra~ltS in tho 
Ban 'lOll. L:om area which have been struck before. b;" •. 
ROLLING TIIUllDER .. lsSia>S. '1'hi!y are protect1ld· by . 
AM iDstalllftlons, which could hav.·beeD .ist~"'!l 
at low alt1tude.for SA-2 sltes and could have accounted. 
for the downed aircraft. It is also possible· thilt, ., . 
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