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$SUEJ: SUICIDE OF AN AMERICAN PILOT {C)

1. (U) THY
EUKING THE SIXTE JOINT INVESTIGATION,

z.nﬂunctunrmlsnunn DATA
- ATNAME: NGUYEN VIET TAQ {NGUYEENX VIEETJ

TaCI) (M)
-~ R, TPOD:

166 *%

APERY:
LRFTL:
CLEAR:

ISTR:
ORGIN:

NONE
JCHC
OCR

FOLLOVING INFORMATION ¥AS GATHEREL
fi-17 Jun_893

1942, THAI BINH TOWN

- C. CCCUPATION

- EEF-1975: CPT, PAVN

- FOST-1675: MERCHANT SIAMAN

- I. STATUS: SHV CITIZIN

~ }. TLATE CF INFORMATION:
F. ADCRESS IN VIETNAM:

o BINH TE&NE, HCMC

~'c. INTFEVIEW TATA: SCORCE WAS INTERVIEWED AT 217

NO TRANG LONG S5T., Q.FINR THANH, HCMC ON 15 JUN E£9

BY UAF¥S K. CCYLE, CS-12, LOL.

- H. MAPS USED: SCALE: 1:50,002;

SHFET(S): B6a50-1V

2 ‘UHHAHY' SOURCE, A FORMER PAVN OFFICIKR,
CLA]FS TC EAVE ¥WITNESSEL THE SHOOTING DOWN OF AN F-4
AIRCRAFT NKEAR HOA BINH ON 17 MAY 67. A PARACHUTF
IANCIE SEVERAL KILCHETIRS NORTH OF HIS POSITION.
SCURCE LEL A CONTINGENT OF HIS MEN IN AN
UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMET TO CAPTURY TRF PILOT. THRFE
IAYS TATER, AT A STAFF MFETING, HE HEARD THAT THE
FILOT HAT CCMMITTRED SUICIDE AS HE WAS ABQUT TO BE
CAPTURET.

15 JUN 89
217 NO TRANG LONG ST.,

SERIES: L7014}

a. mnronmnou: IN MAY, 1967 SOURCE WAS A
FAVNTELT IN COMFAND OF AN FARLY-WARNING RACAR POST
ICCAEL ON KILL 1166, ALSO KNOWN AS NUI THOI (NUIS

THCGWLE), IN HOA BINE PROVINCE, {AFTER SOME
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LISCUSSICN SOURCE LICIDEL THAT THE BIS RADAR BRAD
FEEN LOCATEL ON WHAT IS LCESIGNATEL AS FILL 1198, NUI R k

|*ali%n
7
lf oLal

PIEU {NUIS BPIFEU), ON US MAPS, wJ 192B27.) SOMETIME
FITWFEN ¢8¢7 AND @50@ ON 17 MAY 67 SQURCE WAS
PERFCRMING FAINTENANCE ON THE FALAR WHEN TRE 12.7 MM
ANTIAIRCRAFT BATTERY ASSIGNED TO DIFEND TRF HILL
CFRNFL FIRF. SCURCE SAW TWO F-4 AIRCRAFT FLYING
TCwARD AIS POSITION. THE AIRCRAFT WERE AT TEAT TIME
FLYING EAST OF BOA BINH TOWN, IN THE GENERAL
VICINITY CF RCUTE &. SHORTLY THYREAFTER THE F-45
INGAGED IN AERIAL COMBAT WITR TWwO HIG-21
IK4ERCEPTORS, WITH NEITREE SIDE SUFFERING ANT LOSSES
THAT SOUKCE COULT SkF. ABQUT 29 MINUTES AFTER
SOURCE FIRST SAW THE AMIRICAN AIRCRAFT, ONE OF TEEM
WAS SULDRNLY STRUCK RY A SAM, A WHITE PARACHUTE
FMIHCEL ALMCST AT CNCE FKOM THE STRICLFN AIRCRAFT,
FOLLOWED A SHORT TIME LATER BY A SECOND. THE FIRST
PARACHUTY AFPXARYT TO LAND NORTHEAST OF SOURCE’S
POSITION, BUT WEST OF THE NORTHEHN BEND OF THE BLACK
RIVEH. THE SECONL PARACHUTE DID NOT SEEM TO BE
UNI}R CONTHCL, AND QUICKLY DISAPPEARED FRCM VIEW.
SOURCE COLLECTEL 29 OF HIS MFN AND EEADED IN THE
TIRXYCTION IN WRICH IT APPEARED THE FIRST FARACHUTE
KAL CCME LCWN. THE TERRAIN WAS IXTREMELY LCIFFICULT
T0 TRAVERSE. SOURCE ANL RIS MEN CAME DOwWN THE SIDE
C} THY MCUNTAIN, STOPPEL FOR LUNCR, THEN CONTINUTLD
THEIR PURSUIT UNTIL ABOUT 1589. AT THAT POINT
SOURCYL ANL KIS MEN WERE EXRAUSTED. THEY DECIDED
THAT SINCF THr CAPTURE OF LOWNED FILOTS WAS NOT
TA¥IR PRIMARY MISSION, IT WOULL BE RETTER IF THEY
R}ITURNED 10 THE RADAR BASE. MOREOVER, AS THE
PARACHUTI HAD OBVICUSLY LANLIL AT A CONSIDERABLY
FAKRTEXR DISTANCE FROM RIS POSITION TRAN KHE
OKIGINALLY THOUGHT, SOURCF IXPICTED TEAT TRE LOCAL
ANT TISTRICT MILITIA WOULD BE ARRANGING THE PURSUIT.
MITE THE ASSISTANCE OF THE LOCAL MUONG POPULAT ION,
SCURCE ANL RIS MEN HITUHNIB TC TRE BASE AT ABOUT
1E00.

£, wmmej0R THE MEXT THREF DAYS US AIRCRAFT CIRCLEL
THE AREA. TURING TEE FIRST TWO DAYS F-45 WERE USED,
AKD ON THE THIRD DAY AL-€5. ON THE DAY AFTER TEE
INCITENT, HYI S5AW AN AMERICAN AIHCRAYT DRQP WHAT KE
FEESUMES WERE SUPPLIES NEAR WHERE THE PILOT HAD GONE
[OwN., B} LATER HEARD TAAT THE MILITIA HAD RECOVERED
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TRE SUPPLIES.

€. (it TEE FORNING OF TRE THIRD DAT AFTER THE
INCILCENT, SCURCE ATTINLYL A STAFF FRIFFING, DURING
THY BRIRYING, THE AREA COMMANDER ANNOUNCED TEAT THE
LOCAL MYLITIA HAL FOUND THEI DOWNED PILOT’S HIDING
PLACE ON ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS. THE MILITIAS OF BOTH
LUONG SON AND KY SON LISTRICTS HAL BEEN UTILIZED IN
THIS QU¥ST. Y THI TIMF OF TAFIR CISCOVERY, THEIR
NUMEERS BAD INCREASED TO MORE THAN 2,000, AS THE
MILITIAMEN CLOSED IN CN THY HIDING PLACE, THEY
[SSUEL A CAI1 FOR THE PILOT TO SURRENDER. THEN TREY
E¥pRL A SHOT. WHEN TREY GOT TO THE PLACE FROM WRICH
TH? SHOT HAL COMF, TEYY SAW A PARACBUOTE SUSPENLED
AFOVE THE GROUND BYIYYEN TwO TREES. THE BODY OF THE
FILOT WAS LYING IN THF PARACHUTE. THE MILITIAMEN
FILIRVEL THAT HE COMMITTED SUICIDE RATHER THAN FACE
CAFTURE, THe BRIEFING OFFICER TOLD THE ASSEMBLED
FYRSONNEL THAT TEE LIAL FILOT FAD BFIN A LIEUTENANT
CCLONEL.

7. Y= SQURCE T[OES NOT FNOY WRAT BECAMF OF THE
ECLY OF THE DEAD PIIOT. HE NIVER HEARD ANYTHING
CCNCERNING THEE FATE OF THE SECOND PILOT.

€. fc) CCMMENT: SOURCF IS A MARITAL RELATIVE OF
INTERVIEWER, WHOM INTERVIEWER FIRST MET AT THE
CCHMPLETION CF THE FIFTE JOINT SFARCH FFFORT. IN
CASUAL. CCNVERSATION AT THAT TIME SOURCE REVEALED HIS
ENOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT. INTERVIEWFR TOOK NOTE OF
THF EASIC INFCRMATION ANT UPON HIS RETUHN TO BANGEOK
COMFARED IT WITH DATA IN JCRC FILES. AT THE
CCMFLETICN CF THE SIXTH JOINT SEARCF EFFORT
INTERVIEWFR R}TURNEL 10 SOURCE’S HOME AND CONDUCTED
A PORMAL INTERVIEwW. MSGT RICHARD L. JOHN AND SFC
FENCALL J. NASE CF TRF JOINT SEARCH TEAM WFRE ALSO
PRESENT AT THE INTFRVIEW. MSGT JOHN POSITS A
FROEAFLF CORRELATION OF TBE INFORMATION OBTAINED IN
THIS INTFRVIEW WITH REFNC €691, LDFCL: OADR
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