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1. (U) THI FOLLOWING INFORMATION VAS GATREREC 
rUklNG THE SilTH JOINT INVESTIGATION, Ji.-17.JUN,.89,J 

2.~ OUHCIIADriNISTRATIVI DATA 
- . NAME: NCU!EN VIET TAO (NGUTIENI VllETJ 
HCJ) (e,) 
- P. [POJ" 1942, THAI !INH TOWN 
- C. CCCUPATION 

FRf.-1975: CPT, PAVN 
F05T-1975: MERCHANT SlAMA:: 

- l. STA~US: SHV CnlUN 
- I. rA'1 cr INFORMA!ION: 15 JUN 89 
- l. ADrR~SS IN VIETNAN: 217 NO TUNG LONG ST .. 
0, B rnH TFA"!!, HeMC 
- G. INTH.VIl~ tAU: SCORCE US INTERVIE~ED AT 217 
NO !RANG tONG ST .. Q.]INR THANH, HCMC ON 15 JUN e9 
]1 IJArlS r •• CClLI, CS-12, tOt. 
- B', MAPS USID: SCALE, 1:50,000; SERIES: L7014; 
SFIIT(S): 6350-1V 

~,~UMMARY: SOURCE, A FORMIR PAVN OrFIClR, 
CLAI~S TC BAVt VITNESSlt THE SHOOTING DOVN OF AN 1-4 
A IfiCFHT ~HR HOA BINH ON 17 MAY 67. A PARACBUU 
IANtH SInRAl lHCMITlBS NORTH Of HIS POSITION. 
SCUBcr LED A CONTINGENT OF HIS MEN IN AN 
UNSUCCIssrUL ATTIMfT TO CAPTURi THI PILOT. THRFI 
tA1S I.ATH, AT A STAFF MUTING, BE HEARD THAT TaE 
FILO~ HAE CCMMITT~D SUICIDE AS HE VAS ABOOT TO BE 
CAnURH. 

~ ...... NFORNATION: IN MAT, 1967 SOURCE VAS A 
FAV~ iN COMrAND 01 AN ,ARLY-WARNING RAtAR POST 
leeA'll[ ON HilL 11S6, ALSO KNOWN AS NUl THO I (NOIS 
~HO"1I1, IN HOA BINH PROVINC~. (AFTER SOME 
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tISGUSSrCN SOURCI EICIDlt THAT THr. HIS RADAR RAD 
HIN LOCATrI ON WHAT IS tISICNATEt AS HILL 1198, NUl 
EIIU (NUIS BlFIU), ON US MAPS, vJ 192027.1S0MITIME 
HnUN eseo AND 0500 ON 17 MAT 67 SOURCE VAS 
PIRFCRMING rAINTINANCI ON THI RADAR WHFN TFE 12.7 MM 
AN11AIRCRHT UTnRY ASSIGNED TO DrnND TBE HILL /..l-
crlNlr FIRI. SCUNCi SAW TVO F-4 AIRCRAFT FLYING . ,. 
,[GWARD HIS POSITION. THE AIRCRAFT VIRE AT THAT TIMi 
HrING EASt OF faA BINH TOWN, IN THE Gf.NERAL 
VICINITY CI' Hcun 6. SHORTLY THfREAFTER THE 1-4S 
INCAGID IN AERIAL CONBAT wITH TVa MIG-21 
Ik\ERCEPTORS, WITH NEITBER SIDL SUFFERING ANT LOSSES 
TH~T SOU.Ci COULT SU. A!OUT 20 MINuns AftER 
SOIlRCI. FIaST SAY "U AMUICAN AIRCRAFT, ONE Of TBEM 
'AS SUt~lNLT STRUCK Er A SAH. A WHITE PARACHUTE 
}~lHGrD ALMCST AT CNCI I.OM THI STRICtFN AIRCRAfT. 
10LLOoiD A SHORT TIME LATER EY A SECOND. THE FIRST 
P~RACUUTI AFPI~Rln TO LAND NORTHEAST OF SOURCE'S 
POSI110N, BUT ~EST Of THE NOITH1.HH nND OF THI ELAGI 
RIUR. THE SECONt PARACHUT! DID NOT SEEM TO BE 
UHllR CONTNCL, AND QUICKLY DISI.PPEARED fRCM VIEW. 
SOURCI COLLECTlD 20 or HIS MFN AND UADED IN THE 
llRICTION IN nICH IT APPEARED THE FIRST PARACHUTE 
HAt CCNE tevN. THI TIRRAIN VAS IXTRIMILr DIFFICULT 
TO TRAVERSE. SOURCE ANt HIS MEN CAME DOVN THI: SIDE 
CJ TEl ~CUNTAIN. STOPPEl FOR LUNCH. THIN CONTINUID 
THI!R PURSUI'r UNTIL AliOUT 151>1>. AT THAT POINT 
SOURCl ANt HIS MEN VFRE EXRAUSTED. THET DECIDED 
TflI.T SINer THi CAPTURI OJ tOVNID fILOTS vAS NOT 
TEiIR PRIMARY MISSION, IT WOULt !E FETTER If THEY 
RilURNEt 10 THE RADAR BASE. MOHEOVU, AS THE 
PAhACHUTl ~AD OEVIOUSLY LANtlt AT ~ CONSIDERABLY 
lA~~F.XR DISTANCE FROM RIS POSITION THAN HE 
O~!GINALLY THOUGH!, SOURCI IlPTCnD TRAT THI LOCAL 
ANI LISTRICT MILITIA VOUID EX ARRANG!NG THE PURSUIT. 
'tITF tHE ASS I SUNCE OF THE LOCAL MUONG POPULAT ION, 
SCURC} ANt HIE HIh RiTuaNI£ TO THE BASE AT ABOUT 
lE00. . 

E. ~OR THE ijIXT THR!! DAYS US AIRCRAFT CIRCLEn 
1Bl ARtA. tURING TBr FIRST TVO £ATS F-4S vERE USED. 
A~D ON TAt THIRD DAT At-€S. ON THi DAr AFTER THE 
INClt!NT, HI SAW AN Ar.IRICAN AIRCRAFT DROP WHAT HE 
FRISUMES VERE SUPPLIES NlAR WHERE THE PILOT HAD GONI 
to"N. HI LAt1R HEARD THAT THI HILITIA HI.D RECOVERED 
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e. "" ell TBE rORNING or TH TRIRD DAT ArtER THE 
INCIIINT, SCURCI ATTIHIlt A STAlf FRIllING. DURING 
TFI tRIllING. TH~ IRIA COMMANDIR ANNOUNCED TBAT THE 
lOCAL MILITIA HAt 10UHD THI DOWNEU PILOT'S HIDING 
PLACi ON ONE Of THE MOUNTAINS. TBE MILITIAS 01 BOTH 
IUONG SOH ANt IT SON LISTRICTS HAt HX~N UTILIZED IN 
~BIS QUIST. IT TBI TIMI or THIIR tISCOVERY, THEIR 
NUMBIRS HAD INCREASED TO MORE TBAH 2,000. AS TBE 
MILITIAMIN CLOSED IN CN TRI HIDING PLAC!. THEY 
ISSUIt A CAll FOR TBE PILOT TO SURR!NDER. THEN THEY 
BI~HI A SH01. oHtN THIY GOT TO THE PLACE rROM WRICH 
lB. SBOT HAl CO~I. TBIT SAW A PARACBUTE suSPtN!I! 
AIOVI THI GROUND BITWlEN TWO TR'ES. TRI !ODY or THE 
flL01 wAS LYING I~ Tal PAR~CHUTE. THE MILITIAMEN 
EHUVl! THAT HI COMtllTUD SUICIDJ: RATBER THAN FACE 
CAfTUR}:. tn aB IEHNG OHICIR TOLD THE ASSEHUED 
rlRSONN~L THAT T&I tiAt FILOT ~AD !lIN A LIEUTIN~NT 
CCLOHlL. 

? ~SOURCI tOIS NOT r.NO~ WHAT !ECAME Of TBI 
EOIY OF TH1 DIAD PIlOT. HE NIVER BEARD ANYTHING 
CCNCfHNING Tfit FATE 01 TilE SICOND PILOT. 

S. ~C~MINT' SOURCI IS A HARITAL RILATIYI OF 
!NTIHVIEWIB. WHOM INTIRYIFWER IIRST MET AT THI 
CC~PUT!ON CF THI FIfTH JOINT SIABCR THORT. IN 
CASUAl. CCNYIRSATION A1 THAT TIM. SOURCE RIYIAUD HI S 
kNOWLIDGI 01 THE INCIDENT. INTERVIEWER TOOl HOTl OF 
Tal EASIC INfCRrATIOH ~Nt UPON HIS RITURN TO B~NG[OK 
COMFAB.D IT WITH DATA IN JCRe FILr.S. AT THE 
CC~'FL}TICN cr THI SInH JOINT SHRCR urOBT 
IN1IRVlr.JR RITURNlr 10 SOURCl'S ROHE AND CONDUCTED 
A 10RMAL INTr.RVnw. "SGT RICHARD L. JOHN AND SFC 
RI~rALL J. ~ASE Cf T~I JOINT SIARCH TrA~ WFRE ALSO 
PRlSlNT IT THE INTIRVIEw. MSGT JORN POSITS A 
FROEIPLF COHRILATIOH Of TBE INFORMATION OBTAINED IN 
1HIS INtl~VIIW WITH RIFNe 0691. DICL: OADR 
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