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SUBJECT: ggcn§1¥;§ﬂgﬁ'ﬁ!§iig%9§ OPSERVATION OF U.S, P¥S
- - NH ¥ "o

A. HRX p2-0@4 (REPORT BY SAME SOURCE)
B. FHX 82-211 (RFPOAT BY SA%F SOURCE)}

. SOURCE. NAME: TRAN-TRONG. TOTEN; DOR:
75; POE: HAI PHONGS EﬁFR POSTTION: “FaRBFR; PRESEHT
LOCATIOMN: KAHO, HACAO. INMENTIFICATION DATA: BOAT M115/2;
[0I: 197%; MAP USFD: HAI FHONG CITI MAP, SERIFS LO2G;
SHEFT NF 43-12 SFRIF5 15215 DATE OF INTERYIF¥: 15 MAR

25, NAME OF INTERVIEWER: MR. 6. E. BELL, 35-12 DOD;
OTHER: ARRIVED MACAO 9 JUN B1.
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2. m SUMMARY: SOQURCE, A 52 Y0A MALE VM REFUGEE,
FROVI NFORMATION CONCERNING HIS ALLFGED FIRST HAND
ORSERVATION OF A GROUP OF U,S., PW5 AT BEN BINH PIER

{rJ 75¢7) HAI PHONG CITY. FEND SUMMARY.

I, ” SOURCF STATED THAT SOMETIME DURIMNG 1373 WHILF
nFS] + IN HA] PHCKG HE QPFSFRVED A GROUP OF U.5. Pv¥S,
SQURCE-GHABED THAT KIS YOUNGER SISTER WAS KILLED FY ROB-
PFRS IN THUY MGUYEN AFTER SHE WAS EVACUATED TH®RE DURING
IfE DECEMBER 1972 BOMBINS OF SAI PHONG. SJURCE STATED
THAT SEVERAL MONTHRS LATER (POSSIBLY SIX OR SEVEM MOMNTHS
LATTR BUT NOT SURE) FE TRAVELLED FROM HAI PHONG TO THUY
EGUTEN TO ARRANCE FOR THE FXHUMATION OF HIS YJUNZER
SISTFR'S REMAINS.

1. SOURCFE STATFD THAT HE ARRIVED AT BEN BINH
PIER 52278) AROUND 2422 HOURS. SOURCE STATFD

THAT HE AND SEVERAL OTHER TRAVELLERS {U/I) ¥ERE RELD
FACX BY PAVN SOLDIFRS, APPROX 32 TO 72 METERS FROM

THF FFRRY. SQURCE STATED THAT AT THAT TIME HE SAW A
380UP OF TALL MEN WHO LOORED LIKE AMRRICANS MIVINS

CHTO THE FERRY, SOURCE STATED THAT DUE TO THE DARK-
~ESS BE WAS HOT ABLE TO SEE THE MFN CLEARLY &MND COULD
'OT DFSCRIEE THENM. SOURCE STATFD THAT HONE OF THE
TRAYELLERS IN HIS CROUP WAS ALLOWED ONT2 THF SAMF FEHRY
45 TEE FROUP OF TALL MEN. AFTER TRE 3ROU? OF TALL MEN
MAYED ONTO THE FERRY, THE TERRY MOVED ACROSS THE RIVER
TQ) THE THUY NGUYEN SIDE OF THE RIVER.
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5, m SOURCE STATED TRAT SRORTLY AFTER TAF GROUP
OF T El DFPARTED, HE AHD OTHER TRAYFLLERS MOVED
ONTO ANOTHER FERRY AND ALSO CROSSFD THE RIVER. SOURCE
STATED THAT WHEN TEE FERRT ON YRICE HY WAS RIDING
2EACRYD THE THUT NGUYEN SIDE WE SA¥ THE SAME JROUP OF
TALL MEN STANTDING ON THEE PIFR BENEATH A RED LIGHT.
SOURCE STATED THAT ALTEQUSH HE COULD NOT SEE THE MEN
CLEARLY HE WAS ABLE TO DETERMINE THAT THFY WFRE CAU-
CASIANS HATHFR THAN VIETNAMESE. SOURCF RECALLED THAT
SOME OF THE MEN WERE WFARINT WRITE RANDAGES AS TF THEY
HAD PFEN ¥QUNDED. GSOURCE RECALLED SEFING AT LFAST

ONE MAN WITH A HEAD BANDAZE AND AT LEAST ONE MAN ¥ITEH
3N ARM BANDAGE. SODURCE WAS NOT ABLE TO DETERMINE THE
NATICNALITY OF THE MEN P{IT EFARD FROM PFOPLE (V/I)
STANDING AROUND THE PIER THAT THEY ¥ERE AMERICAMS.
SOURGE COULD NOT RECALL ROW MANT CAUCASYIANS HF EAD
OESERVED BUT STATED THAT THE GROUP CONSISTED OF AT
LEAST 12 &ND NO MORE THAN 16 MEN, JUST AFTER SOURCE’S
GROUP OFFLOADED FROM THF FERRY, SOURCF SA¥ THE GROUP

OF CAUCASIANS GET INTD A LARZE MILITARY TRUCK COVERED
FY DARK COLORED CANVAS. SOURCE SAW SEVERAL PAUN SOLD-
IFRS ALSO GET INTO THE TRUCX AND THFN TRF TRUCK DE-
PARTFL FROM TBE PIER IM THE LIRECTION OF THUY NSUYEN.
vYEFN THE TRUCX DFPARTED SOURCE HFARD FROM PFOPLE (U/I)
STANDING AROUND THE PIER THAT TREE CAUCASIANS WSRE BEING
TAKEN TO A PRISON LOCATED IM DINK LAP (YJ 1284), GUANG
NINR PROVINCE. AFTER THF TRUCE DEPARTED SOURCE DID NOT
SEE OR HEAR ABOUT THE CAUCASIANS AGAIN. SOURCE ¥AS NOT
ARLE TO PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PRISON
IN DINH TAP AND STATED THAT HE HEARD NOTHING FURTMRR
CONCERNING THE PRISON AND EAD NEVER SONE THEFNE. SOURCE
¥AS NOT ARLF TO PROVIDE FURTEER INFORMATION COMCFRNING
THE ALLEGED CAUCASIAMNS SAID TO BE AMERICANS.

5.- SOURCE STATED THAT 9IS POB WAS LOCATED AT #1P
CAU DAT ST, HAT PHONG., PEGINNING IN 1945 SOURCF STUDIED
AT THE A-PBA FRENCH S5SCHOOL LOCATED ON CAT DAL ST, PAIL
PRONG. AFTER FIVE ﬁ ;a ",PHAzuF NCRE SCHOOL, SOURCFE
TRANSFERRED TO THE - SCHGNYPWOCATED ON PHO TRAI
CAU ST, BAT PEONG, WHERE @ STUDIED FOR FIVE MORE YEARS.

AFTER GHADUATION FHOM'SCHOOL SOURCE WORRED/STUDIED AS A
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TRIVER/MECHANIC A « 941 PAONG,
FOR APPROX SIX TO'S g PEN CAINMED
“MPLOYMENT AS A GLERX WITK A FRENCH OWNED CANNED ¥00D
COMPANY (COULDN’T RECALL NAMF), AFTEH TUE WITHDRAYAL
OF FRENCH FORGES FROM HAI PRONG SOURCE ¥ORKED AS A
TARRER IN TRE BARBERSHOP OF HIS FATHER (THRAN TRONZ
TfIIFM, POB RAI PRONG, FORMFR FRENCE SOLDITR, DECEASED
IN 1957) WHICF WAS LOCATER AT #72 HOANG VAN THAI, FAI
FHONG, SOQURCE CONTINUED TH WORK IN THE RBARBER SHOP
UNTTL HE DEPARTET® FROM VIFTNAM IN MAY 198l. SOUPCE
LEFT HIS WIFE (LF THI CHIKNE, 4A YOJA HATIVF OF TWUY
HGUYEN, HAI PAONG, TAILOR, CURRENTLY RFSIDING IN TEF
FOME OF SOURCE’S FATHER #74 HOANG VAN THAI)} AED THRER
CHILDREN (17-25 YOA) IN HAD PHONG AT THE TIME OF HIS
TEPARTURE. SOURCE CLAITMED TO RAVE NO RFLATIVES ¥ORKING
FOR PHES@V SOVERNMENT. SOURCE CLAIMYD TO HAVE HAD O¢LY
GNE FRUSH WITH THE LAY ¥YRICH OCCURRED DURINMG 1959.
S0URCF STATED THAT TURIHG 1958 HE HAD ATTEMPTFL TN FLEE
HORTHERN YIETHAM FOR _THE SOUTH BUT ¥AS ARRESTED AKD HELD
IN TRAN PRU PRISON, HAI FRONG, FOR FIVE MONTHS TREN
PELEASED TO CONTINI'E WORK AS A BARBER.

7. -igups COMMEMT: SOURCE ¥AS MNOT VFRY CONVINCING IN
RELARING HIS STORY. SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE BUT ALSO
VPRI NERNTPUS AND GAYE TAE IMPRESSION THAT HF WANTED TO
LEANDON THE INTERVIF¥F SEVERAL TIMES. SOURCE AT FIRST
CTLALIMFD THAT HE EAD SEEN THE GROUP OF CAVWCASIANS IN 1975
JTOUT ONE YFAR AFTER THE TOMBING HALT AKD THR END OF THE
"AR. @SOURCE ALSO INDICATED THAT HE HAD 3ONF TO EXAUMF
1nE WEHAPRS OF FIS SISTER ABOUT ONE YEAR AFTEP WRR DEATH
WH1CH HAD OCCURRED DURING THF BOMRING OF HAI PHON3Z AND,
wHICH ¥AS CAUSED PY THF BOMBING EY U.S5. AIRCRAFT.
YWILE REING QUESTIONED CONCERNING THESY POINTS AND ABOUT
0w HE WAS ABLE TO ESTARLISA THE TIME FRAME, SOURCE
SUDDENLY REALIZED THAT HAl FFONG RAD PEFN HEAVILY ROMFED
IN 1972 AND CPANTED AIS STORY ACCORDINGLY. SOVRCE THEN
STATED THAT RE BAD GONF TO EXBUMF THF REMAINS OF WIS
SIST!!ipEVERAL MONTHES AFTER THE EOMBING AND SEEMED TO
RECAREPTHAT PERYAFS SIK OR SEVEN MONTHS TIME AAD
FLAPSED, SOURCE DFCIDED THAT MO MORE TFAMN SEVEN MONTHS
HAT ¥YPIRED PRIOR TO RIS TRIP TO THUY NGUWYEH. WHEN ASKRD
PEOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE OF VIFTMAMESE LAY AS WELL AS CUSTOMS
¥HICH REQUIRE THAT TRE BODY OF TAE DECEASED REMAIN BURIED
FOR AT LEAST ONE YEAR AND NORMALLY THREF YRARS, SOURCE
cr m;%‘glg_syoar TO INDICATE THAT BF HAD GONF TO THRUY
X $ 5 ﬂ;ﬁ%lmgw@?nnmcn FORUiE FUTI'RE EYHUMATION
SRATEYE, THAN TEE ACT EIHUMATIONa SOURCFE
HASUNRRLTCT0 FYPEATHWPHY HE HAD WAITFD FON FIVE
TEARS IN KATD CAMP REFORE COMINZ FORWARD WITH HIS STORY.
SOURCY REFUSED A BFQUFST FOE POLYSRAPF EXAMINATION AQID
STATED THAT HE ONLY WANTED TO PROVIDE HIS INFORMATION
AME HOT GET COWNECTED TO THE MATTER. SOURCF CLAIMED
TEAT HF YAS AFRAID FOR TRF SAFRTY OF HIS ¥WITR AND CHILD-
ZEN AND REQUESTED THAT THEY NOT BE IHVOLVED IN ANY
¥AY. SOURCE wWAS INTERVIEWED IN FERBRUARY 1382 AND RE-
SPONDED FOR AMOTAER THTERVIFW ON THE SAMFE IHCIDENT WITH
p CIVFERENT INTESRVIEWFR IN APRIL 1502 BUT DID NOT IN-
DICATE THAT BF RAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY INTERVIFWED. ¥E
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NOTE SEVERAL DISCREPANCIES‘);#SOURCT S WREVIOUS TVO-

REPORTS CONCERNING TRAT ON CIDENT {(REMAINS FROM .
WRECKAGE BURIED NEAR AAI FAONG )i AMDTHAT SOURCF RAD -
PREVIOUSLY GIYEN HI5 OCCUPATIOH AS PUPLIC NOﬁKE.g}EﬂQ.ﬂ-,
FOSSIPILITY EYISTS THAT SCUMCE.WAS A CIVIL SERYANTS{JR.
PERHAPS MILITARY) AND WAS MORE INVOLVED IN THE DEFTENSE
GF HAI PHONG THAN HE YOULD LEAD US TJ BELIEVE. this
MAY ALS0 ACCOUNT FOR SOURCE’S PREVIOUS STATEMFNT IN-
DICATING THAT HE HAD RESIDED IN LANG RE YILLAGE ON THE
OUTSKI1RTS OF HAI PHONS CITY AND HIS STATEMFENT EARLIER
IN TPIS INTERVIEY INDICAITNG THAT RIS SISTER’S I'RATH
¥AS CAUSED BY THE BOMBING. ADDITIONALLY, SOURCE IS
PRORARLY ANXIQUS FOR RFSETTLEMEMT AFTER ¥YAITING FOR
FIVE YRARS IN KAHO CAMP.
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1. ) EREVIEe¢ OF INFORMATIDN FROVIDEDSBY TzAN TRONG XUIEN,
SOURCE OF REF a, REVEAL3 NO CORRELATION 10 LATA IN JCRC FILES.

2 {U) ©TEIS IS A PRuLIMINAEY ANALYLICAL FCSITICN AND NCT A FINAL
EVALUTION. LVal - Ha.
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