
Case 0453.:': Major Lawrence B. Tatum, U.S. Air Force 

10n 10 September 1966. Major Tatum was flying an Al-E attack bomber that was hit 
iby antiaircraft tire and crashed in the vicinity of KO 952766, approximately 7 
;1/2 kilometers north of the DMZ and approximately 3 kilometers we~t of Route 
,102, Ben Hal District, Quang Blnh Province. The forward air controller saw 
;Major Tatum parachute from his aircraft and land in a wooded area approximately 
i1600 motu,', /lurthUIlt;t ur hl~ cra!;htlta. An cluctranh; buacan taunuou far about 
iane minute. U.S. observers in the air saw a number of NVN forces in the area. 
;They also saw Major Tatum's parachute befng pulled from the trees some ten 
'm1nuie~ aftc~ he landed. 

Majo, Tatum wal lott In the Vinh Linh Special lont, which Wit tubo~dlnat. to 
Military Region (MR) 4. headquarters Ham Dan Distrfct. Reports of his capture 
and htl fate were ,ubmltted to the political department for the Vlnh LlnQ 
.~~eciAl Zone MilitArY Command. the ,enior Doll'icil offlcer of Which WAS Tran 
'Tlnh. Reports were also fONarded to Headquarters MR4 at Vlnh • 

. U.S. pllrlonnel captured In- the Vhh UM- Spech1 Zone·oWere evacuated nDrthward 
to Headquarters MR4 at Nam Dan District for lnltlal processing lnto the formal 
prlion iYitem. Recordi At the MR4 pr1soner of war facility mAY contAl~ 
Information on Major Tatum. Records held by both the province And the district 
military command will a1,0 contain informat10n on Maj Tatum'~ fate. 


