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... CUIJICTI (U) Sight.ing of US Deserter in 
TRI TAM District, BINH DUONG 
Province, RVN~ 

" IIC MUlllnJII 123.600 

.. Dl!TI 0,11.'0.. .. ,..0. Sop 71 

.. fl'I.ACaUOOATCO'ACQI NeBe, SAIGON, is 
10 Feb 72 

Y. IOURe&! Returnee Interrogation 

(c) This r.port contain. info ..... tion concerning the sighting 
of one US deserter 1n the CAU VAN TAM. Area, TRI TAM. District, 
BINH DUONG Province, RVN, to include the circumstances ot Sighting, 
description of deserter, and surrender data. THIS IS A BRIGHT LIGHT 
~El'(llT, MA CV FOR J PRC. 

--_ ... -_ .. ----------..... ----------..-- ----- _ .. -- - --- ---- ... -- ---
1. (C) Background lnfonnation: 

a. II ..... : NGUYEN DUY IlGA (IIGUYEENX, ZUI IlGAL), GMIC C-OOll-72 

b. hank: PFC 

c. Position and ~nit of AS8i~nment: ~Oldier; A-a 12.Smm AA Co, 
("-16 Regt, SR-1 

d. DPOB: 1943; DOUG SON Villag., DONG HUIIG District, THAI BI~H 
Province, NVN 
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e. Parente' N ..... : Father, NCUY"...l/ DUl NGHE (NGUYEm:x, ZUY NGHE!f.L), 
living; Mother, NGUYEN TH1 lONG (H3UYEENl7HIV lONG), living 

f. Circumst~ce5 of Return. Un 11 Dec 71, Sourcels unit 
participated in an ambuah of ARVN tr~aportation elements along 
Highway No 13 in BINH LONG Province. During that attacK. Source 
was wo·.nded and left by his unit. Source w$I\"';';",,:,,eo for three days 
in search of food and medicine untU he encountered memberd of the 
ARVN 5th Livision on 14 Dec 71.. Source was takth to t.heir outpost, 
looated in BINH LONG frovince (NFL), where he offiCially rallied 
on 15 I)ec 71. 

g. ~ignificant Activitie.. From 1960 to 1967, Source attended 
the village .chool in hi. POB. In Jun 67, Source Guit .ohool and 
began working for the cooperative fa!"l1 located at hiD POB. Source 
was dratt.ed in Jun 70, and received basic training with the 'Jth S4d, 
3d Plat, 3d Co, 908th En, 51st Regt., THAI BlNH Province "nit, located 
at THUAN-VI Village, THU TIll District, TP.U SINH Province, NVN. 
Immediately after completion or basic training in Nov 70, Source 
began infiltration to RVN with the 908th En, which waS composed 
of appro.ximately 6OOmitn .• The 9Q8th En "'a' known as Infiltration 
Group 2256. The infi.Ltratlon group arrived. at. an unknown location 
in KRATIE Province, CAlmODIA, at the end Feb 71. There Source was 
.. signed to the 2d Sqd, 2d Plat, A-S AA Co, .. -16 negt,SR-l. Upon 
arrival at the unit., Source was given t.wenty daye of 12.Bmm AA 
weapons training. The primary mission of the A-a AA Co was to 
supply anti-aircraft support for infantry units of the ,<-16 Regt.. 
The ,,-~6 Regt. wao located in the CAU V!.~ W,!, (Wooden Bridge No 6) 
area (Vic 1T591571), 'l'RI Tft.M District, BIN;', LUONG Province, RVN. 
from the time of Sourcets arrival until he rallied. 

h. Additional References: CloUC FW!Rallier ExplOitation Guide; 
JPRC US PW Photo Album, dtd 1 Jul 71; Map: '<IE'I'IIAH, AIlS Series 
L7016, ~he.t 61)0 II, Edition 1, dtd 1967, 'cal. 1;50,000. 

2. (e) The Sighting of On. us de.erter in the CAU VAN TAH Area, 
m TAH District. BINH DUONG Province, RVN. 

a. \';ircumetancea of Sight.ing. While dource was at his baae 
camp in earlu~ 71, .. US deserter was escorted. by tour NV! 
soldiers Into the-C ... p (vic XT591571). The US deserter was able to 
converse sparingly in Vietnamese. ~hortly after he entered the 
base camp a crowd formeo around the American in order to see him and 
also to listen to hia speak .. , Source waS part of this crowd and 
and listened to the man for approximately fifteen minutes. During 
this time the US deserter stated that he was 24 years old and 
.. medic in the US Army. with the rank of aergeant. He went. on to 
state that he W&a a member of the ~merican Communist Party and 
tha.t he hoped he could go to HANOI in order to study the doctrine 
and teachings of HO CHI MINH. a. claimed that h. hated War and 
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everything the United State., of America represented. To prove his 
beliefs he stated that he had given away all of his personal belongings 
that had been made in the vnited State$ and Wae grorlng a beard to 
8Jabolize his dissatisfaction with the Army and what it represented. 
After approxim.ately 15 mnutea of converAing with the people in 
and around the base camp, the US deserter and his escort left the area. 
Source cid not knov where they traveled aiter leaving hie base 
camp. 

b~ US Deserter; 

(1) Indent1f1cation. 

(aJ Source provided the following descriptive information 
concerning the US deserter: 

1 Height: 1.85m 

.il W';ight: eo to aSkg 

J "'olor of Hair and Eyes: Blond; unkno~ 

£t Race: Causasian 

1 C.."plexion: Ruddy 

.9. liair~ Two to three inches longj thick, 

1 Nose: Big and long 

!! Scars: None visible 

i 'Iatoos: None visible 

10 Birthmark.: None visible 

straight 

11 Build: Big, neither muscular nor flabby 

1l. Age: 24 

!2 Glasses \It'om: None 

!It Ring.;Watches: lione 

12 Mustache/Eeard: both mu,tache and full beard; length 
or the beard was approximately three quarters of an inCh4 

{2 i Cloth1ng~ The US deserter wore civilian clothing consisting 
If a 1~low shirt and brown trousers. He carrieti his sandals 

. ith ~ and did not have a hat. The clothing appeared to be old. 
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(3) branch of Service. Source stated that the US deserter 
told the crowd that he,~wa8 a medic in the Army. At the time of his 
desertion he held th~ank of sergeant. 

(4) rhyeical Condition. The "es.rter Was in excellent health 
and showed no signa of having been wounded or mistreated in any 
manner. 

; 

e. Capture Data. Source was t.old by one ot the armed 
•• cort. that the man had gone out into the field with field pack 
looking for VC or NVA troopB~ The US deserter surrendered to t.he 
BEN CAT Dietrict Local force.. The BEN CAT District Local 
Forcss then t.ransferred him to the 7th Bn, Z-16 Regt. Source 
could provide no date of surrender for the US deserter. Vna of 
the tour NVA escorts carried the des~ter's tield pack. The 
US deserter vaS no~ restrained in any manner during the time that 
Source observed him. Source could provide no informat.ion &8 to 
the destination ot the US deeerter,except to say that he felt the 
US de.erter would be Bent to HANOI. Source was .hewn the Y~CV/JPRC 
Photo Alb~ but was unable to identify the deserter a 

(u) ~~TS: Source VaS of average intelligence and cooperated 
fully throughout the interrogation. The use of control questions 
revealed no attempt at deception. 
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