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DIRECTIVE 

Face-to-face strugglo against the US-Armed Force~ 
~nd organization or Political Struggle Section at 

various echelons. 
-*-*-

The plenary oonference of the Region Party Committee held in October 
1965 observed that in spite of progress made since October, our movement 
fails to be developed proportionntely to meet the hew situation. They 
noted the gTe'at and succesaive military successes. They' aIm observed 
that the deficiencies and weaknesses brOUGht up by the October 1965 resolu­
ttOh on the politioal ttruggl-e movement have not been swiftly corrected. 

Since October 1965, N.T.LPo3sible NAM TRUONG-l current affairs has 
urged us to step up the political struggle movement by issuing the follow­
ing directives: 

- Direotive dat~d 4 October "!965 on the :initiation of a movement against 
the Amerioans and their l~ckeys for their increasedterroriam and slaughter 
of our countrymen with nirstrikes, artillery shellings and toxic chemicals. 

Directive dated 31 L~ii November 1965 on a nuznber of probleMs in the 
rural mission, mentioning the organization of a permanent political 

struggle force. 

Directive dated 5 Decombor 1965 concerning the steppIng up of politi­
cal struggle and coordinntion of political with military attacks to gain 
greater victories. 

Directive dated 25 December 1965 from the Region Cuxrent Affairs 
Committee concerning a numbor of problema in the urban mission, including 
political ntruggle in cities and municipalities in the new situation. 

In addition, NT also sent to us the list of experiences of T5 in 
attacking the US aggressors on three fronts.Party Committee echelona­
especially Province Party Committees must study these directives,require 
lower echelons to study them, and direct their proper ~plemantation. 
Experiences of T5 will be studied within the Party and among the JE ople. 
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The above resolution of T.Party Committee Conference and directives of 
NT.-;Current Affairs Col'llltlittee are brought to the attention of Province 
Party Committees and subordinate aectio:t\s of T. These organizations must 
incrnnae their awarenees of the necessity to attack the enemy both politi~ 
cally and milito.rlly and "t the s""'" time; the capability of defeating the 
eneJI\Y not only in a special war but also in 01'2 n conflict; the fact that 
US troops play the key role in the enemy mobility. In addition Party Com­
mittees will review the political struggle movement in their respective 
areas, in order to swiftly correct the deficiencies and enable the moVe­
ment to meet the requiremento of the new eitUAtion. 

In this directive, the Region Current Affairs Committee brings up two 
problems: 

- The political atrug6le is to be conducted while the US and satellites 
increase their forces in SVN. 

- Organization of the political struggle at various echelons. 

1. Political strugg1$ rnuot be conducted while the US and satellites 
inoreaae their ~orces in SVN. 
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As mentioned in liAM TRUONG directivs dated 5 Dsoember 1965. the recBi. t 
victories of our at1IG' have driven the enemy into a very serious political, 
economic. and military crisis in spite of the US increase of war material 
and "b;!na of thousands of US and satellite troops. 

These victoriCis were larrrely due to the fact that we have properly 
realized the necessity of simultaneous political and military struggle, 
the cnpability of defeating the enemy not 'onlY in a speoial war but 
also in an open confIl at. and the fa.ot that the US troops play the :my 
role in the enoIIG" mobility. 

Though US imperial iets haa eecalated the war and sent more: troops to 
SV'N t its politico.l weaknesses are inaurtnountahle and will laM to a more 
disa.dvantageous posi tion in the n,ggreasion on our oountry. Instead of 
limitiJ'lg the cllpahility for political and military struggle. the ""ndi~ 
of mora US troops into SVN only increasee it for the following reasoneu 

- Sharp contradictions between OS imperialists and our people. 
- Increased oontradictions between US Imperialiots and their lac~~~ 
- The Americans must follow \helr neo-colonialist policy end, thus 

must be de1l'lO€'ogueo. Our people have been indoctrinated and are mature 
in politioal and military struggle, Therefore: they are able to exploit 
the weaknesses of the ene~ policy Rnd demagogy to strengthen their Btruggle~ 
Moreover, most US aold:i.ers: cooo from the working class. They are victims 
of the deception of the capitalist rer,:in1e.· and were sent to Vietnam to 
serve os orornon fodder. ThGl a:nti-war movement of the OS people is beillB 
develored every day and has oonsJdorably affected the morale of US troops, 
Therefore, we have a good chance to proselyte them and urge, them to 
sympathize with and support our people against the s'avage terrorism of 
the US aggressors. 

The presence of ~ US troops in SVN creates Jl'I.eU"1Y' econolhie aud finsn­
cA-al...,problema, raises the oost of living, and makss life more difficult for 
L~ soldiers, civil servants ~d civilians living in enernoc oontrolled areas. 
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As a :result, the masses .... ill be more convinced to strugffle a.ga.inst the 
enemy. 

The t:S expa.na ion of the war in SVlf and the bombings of 
led to the indignstion of the people of the US and the world. 
further isola.tes the US imperialists. 

NVN hnve 
This 

Above are the conditions and capabilitios of our political struggle 
movement as the US expands the war and sends more US and satellite troops 
into SVN. 

[P<¥!,e 3 original textJ 

In .h.iastern (Ham Do) Region, US troops are etatioJ}Bd in so. areas 
and start launching sweep operations in the surrounding nxeae. 1n sorne 
provinces theN are more US than puppet troops.. l>u.i."ing their operations 
the m troops sustained hea\"Y losses from our three ty.'pos of troops.. The 
moVement of "seeking and Qtlnlhilating too US troops" 18 being suocessfully 
carried out. However the political proselyting or us troopa-espacially 
the negros · .. has not been duly emphas5Jsed. 

It is the belief of some cadre that political struggle would be of no 
use against the US troops when they occup~ areas in our region or when 
they were on opel?ationtf. In 1'-5 whAn tho US 'teoops first arrived, the 
people were very embarasaed: trey hated the AnBri.cans but they were also 
afrt"id of them and dared not :truggle with them face-to-face becauee of the 
language barrier. In aome liberated areas, the pa-opll1l fled upon the 
arrival of US troops thus.enabling the troops to burn civilian houses and 
.teal the people'. prope~ty (South Bah Cat). How.ve~. the actual etruagle 
in 1'5 and other OCCUl'ances arcrund US locations in our region have recently 
ehowed that the people have aucoessfully maintained their legal status and 
conducted face-to-face stn~l~ against the US troops. 

In the days to cOOle. the US is expected to send more trops to SVN 
and some tens of thousaruls of them viII be sta.tioned in Eastern (Nam Bo) 
region.. They ..... i1l iicploy in some areas and play the key role in enemy 
mobility. Therefore:, it we fail to conduct political and military struggle 
simultaneously and to patiently promote 3 front attacks. the people vill 
not be able to maintain their legal status and we viII face many diffioul­
ties whioh may hamper .future military victories.. (we have maby capabili­
ties of pro •• ly1;!n8 US troops). 

The important point is tha.t Party Committeea must rea.lize that no 
matte'!' how ex:panded the war is and how many US troops a1"e aent to VN t the 
policies, guide lines and objeftives of the SVN Revolution will remain 
tho same.. . 

In order to inorease the politi.OAl struggle movement to meet the new 
situation, it is necessary ~o grasp the above guide linea, strategy, 
capabilities and oondition~Jthe same time indootrination must bs conducted 
wi thin the Party and a.mong the :people on l;he experiences drawn from the , 
front, anti-US struggle in T5.. Cadre must use their experiences in the 
previous anti-US strllBgles to rem.ain close to the people and lead them in 
the stxuggle O€ainst the anem;y~ In the ml:1antime wo must be detel.'lliined 
to Year down and ~e8troy the enemy politically as veIl BS mdlitarily. 
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2. Organization of the .ro15ticm st!"llggle section at various echelons. 

The political struggle movement in our ragion still has many short ... 
comings and fails to develop proportionately with the new situation, v.lth 
successive military victorieA, with our new capabilities and conditions. 
The most important reasons are the failure to properly follow the guide­
lines and to set up a political struggle section. 

Tho~h these sections at various echelons have assisted Party Commi­
tees in ll'ila.ding the movement and forming a pe:rma.nent forl!e t their role end 
m19sion ore not yet fUlly realized by Party Committees. 

5.,.., 4 of original. te~ 

The Party Committees, therefore, give little attention to this section and, 
in some areas, entrust this mission to the W)men l e Executive Committee. 

In order to put an end to Buch n. situat.ion, efforts should be made 
to improve the organization of village, district and province: political 
struggle sections and specifically determine thp.ir miSSion, authority and 
working procedures. 

a/. Mission and authority, 

The political struggle section is a specialized section of the Party 
Corr.mittee like the security. econorcr,fina.noe, military proselyting sections 
etc.~, with the following mission: 

- Closely follow the pelitj cal struggle movement, prepare and Slbrnit 
auggostiortrto Party Committee echelons concerning stZUggle pIRtLe and 

slogans fnr each area, each moment, each situation. Help the Party Com­
mittee echelons draft thelr reports on the mO'V\''llllEult. 

- Study and rollow enemy plots in the politioal, military, economic 
fields in the local area in a given period of time Follow the ideology 
a.nd morale of the puppet anoy and government personne 1. Divide the troops 
into types sltCh as Americatt negroes, whites, satellite troops. Divide the 
government officials by rank such as district ap~ provlnce chiefs. Proper­
ly assess the ideololf'J and aspirations of the masses. 

The pulitical struggle section at one echelon is not authori3ed to 
determine policies and slogans fbr lower echelone. (Exam.ples Slogans-,for uni-
policy of struggle for the entire province or district). fied 

- Help lover Party Committee echelons: sert up their political struggle 
sections, 

Maintain relations with other organizations such as the women's 
Executive Committee to set up a pe=manent rorce.for political struggle. 

- Lead the political struggle sections at lower echelons in the orga­
nization of a p~rmanent struggle force, improve the latter's tactios, 
tuc~iques and arguments, considsr ita improvement as important as the 
improvement of the militia guerrilla, assume the direct leadership of some 
concentrated strugelea to detect prospective key cadre and train them to 
become district and village cadre. 
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<1ompo.it ion: 

- 1 Section Chief 
... 2 Assistants: 
- Mexnoors and c1tdxe 

The section chief has the rank. of a Party Committee member. If ma~ 
Party Committee members are on hand. one of them will be assigned to lead 
this section. In the opposite case t he kill concurrently hold two poei -
tions, inoluding section ohief. Hovever, the other branch he concurrently 
lea.ds MUst relate to politica.l struggle and hiB assistant must be a. 
qualified cadre assigned to this mission on a full-time basis. The other 
assistant will be assigned from the -women'e Executive Committee. 

All members and cadre of the section will be personnel assigned on 
Q full ti.i8 basis and will not be in charge of any other misssion. 

Party Committee echelons will be responm bIe for the orgMization of 
the political struggle section and selection of qualified sadre for this 
section. Cadre of province and distriot political etruggle section must 
be abls to study and zrasp the plpJns of Party Committee echelons ror appli­
oation in villagea. 

fiB€' 5 of original texy 

0/. 'Work procedures: 

Followill8 procedt.ll"es are temporarily determined ponding further amend­
menta: 

The province poiitioal struggle section will meet once a month and 
hold a conferenoe vith distriot sections once every three months to review 
the activites t organization, status of the permanent force. draw experienoes. 
recommend awrds I and firaf't fuxture plans. 

Each mont~, the situation Will be reported to the respeoth"e Party 
llommittee and to higher echelon political struggle sections and sent to 
lower eohelons for information. Once a month the district and village 
seotions will meet to review the political struggle movement and to build 
up a permanant frooa" for political struggle. 

Close coordInation and relations must be maintained between various 
echelons. Swift oommunications must be ensured for the leadership_ Radio 
must be used for communication between province and region on important 
and urgent problems. 

The politjcal sttuF~le mov~ment should maintain close relatione with 
other branches of the snne level to properly ASsess the enemy end friendly 
situatjons. 

Pol! tica.l struggle sections MUst work awit'tl¥, realistically. Especially 
village sections must remain cloee to the people and olosely observe the 
enemy to lead the masBeS in their d&ily struggle. The (Party's) policy 
toward the masses must be stiictly complied with while authoritarianism 
and bureaucracy must be avoided. 
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Upon receipt of t,hi 9 directive. Party Commi tteas will convene a meeting 
to :review the political strue;gle movement in the province J the arrival of 
US troops o.nd planned aounter measures. Political struggle sections viII 
be fo:rmed at province level first. Then these sections. \·dll gradually go 
to districts and villages to set up sections at these levols. Papers to de­
legate such D.uthority from U Party Committee will be taken along.. Reports 
on any progress made will be submitted to :region. 

25 December 1965 

Region Current Affairs Committee 

__________ END OF TRliliSLATION _________ _ 

CERTIFIED CORRECIl' !rRliliSLA!rION 

-<ft~ Lf..&ca~ 
MSG aRiD/J. S'l'l'lIAR'I' 
USMACV ,Document E.:ploitation Center 

KIN 

CONFIDENflAl 


