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() This report contalns information concerning the defection
of an American from his unit in BINH DUONG Prov, RWN, to include his
Place of surrender, the ciroumatances of his uurrender, identification,
physical condition, and disposition. THIS IS A BRIGHT LIGHT REFORT,
MAGY FOR JPRC,
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1. (€) Background Information:

a. Name: HUINH TAN THUY (HUYNHL, TAANX THUYV), aka BA THUY (BA,
THUYV), CMIC 3003-70

~ b, Rank: CPT

¢, Position and Unit of Assignment: Member; Combat Training Sect,
Military Staff Office, SR-1

d. DPOB: Dec 23; TAN THOI Vi), LAT THIEU Diat, BINH DUONG Prov, RVN
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e. Parents’ Names : Pather, HUYNH VAN CHI (HUYNHL, VEAN CHIL),
deceased; ' Mother, HGUYEN FHI LOI (NGUYEENI, THIV LOWIV},:1iving

f. Circumstances of bapt.ure. Source was captured at 1500 hours
en 8 Apr 70, by ARWN Forcea du.ring 2’ swesp operation near GU CHI Town,
CU CHI Dist, HAU NGHIA va, RYN}*while traveling on an inspection
tour of Nort.hern GU CGHI Dlst.

g. Significant A.ct.ij)rit.iea.:

{1) 1923 to 1961. Source was born in Dec 23 at TAN THOI Vi1,
LAT THIEU Dist, BINH DUONG Prov, RVN. He lived with his parents and
helped them farm until he reached the age of 13, at which age he began
farming for a landowner in his village. He joined the VIET HINH in
1945. In Dec 54, he regrouped to NVN. S

(2) 1961.%fo 1968. . In Apr 61, squrce began infiltrating to
the RVN with the PHONG DONG Infil ‘Gp, which consisted only of regroupee
cadre. They arrived at their final destination in the BAU CHUNG RA
Area, BIEN HOA Prov, RVN, in Jul 6l. 3ource was immediately asaigned
to the Combat Operations Office, Military Staff Div, R, in thé BAU CO
Area, TAY NINH Prov, RVN. He remained there as an advisor until 1964,
at which time he was assigned to advise the newly formed 9th RVA Div.
In Apr 6%, he was promoted and assigned as the Bn CO, 24 Bn, SR-1.

From 1965 to 1967, source's unit conducted an estimated 1,000 cambat
operations against the 254 U3 Div, let US Div, and 5S4k AR¥N Div.

{3) 1968 to 19%. In Jan 68, the 2d Bn, SR-1 was ordered
to attack the ARVN JGS HQ in GO VAP Dist, GIA DINH Prov, RVN, with
only one or two days! hotice. Source refused to take part in this
operation, since there was no gulde to take his unit to GIA DINH
Province, and because he felt the whole opsration was too hazardoue,
MR-/, removed scurce from his command position and transferred him
to the Hilita.ry Staff Sect, MR-4, where he was ostraclzed by Hls
comrades, In Apr 68, aource was apsigned ab Asst Chief of Staff
for the HOC MON Dist Unitz GIA DINH Prov, RVN. That "dction made
source very angry, pince ha. .assignment constituted a demotion. He
refused to do anything in this position and wae brought back to the
Military Staff Sect, MR-/, where hd was criticized for not carrying
out his mission. He refueed to perform any duties at MR-4L; however,
in Apr 69, he was assigned to the Combat Training Sect, SR-1. Thib
transfer wae the reaul_t of his being vindicated for his decision if
refusing to' attack’ HQ VG9,""ifi "Jan 68. The facts showed that ths 2d
Brywhen it finally did. at.ta.uk HQ JGS, -had losy 400 of ita 700 men,
In Oct 69, source was.assipned -as’ Chief of ‘the H-11 Sapper Sect, SR-1j
however, when the H-11 Sapper Sect was disbanded in Dec 69, he was
reassigned to the Combat Training Sect, SR-1. Source repalhed with
ths Combat Training Sect, SR-1, untll his capture by an uﬂk ARVN
force on 8 Apr '?O,tr

h. Addittuhal References: CMIC Exploitation Guide;. US Pu'
Photo Album; Map: VIETNAH, A3 Series L701k, Sheet No 6330 IV,
dtd 1965, Seale 1:50,000 .
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2. (C). US Defector in BINH.DUONG Prov, RVK:

a. cimumnt;ahcéé c;r. Sightihg.l . While source was ths CO, 2d Bn,
SR-1, he gave refuge to an American defector. Source's unit wae
located in Him No 1 (vic XT803125), BINH MY Vi1, HOC MON Dist (sic),
BINH DUONG Prov, RVN. _ .

b. Description of Defector: i

(1) Identification:
"~ (a) Name: Unimow
IR Yo T ..
. (b} Rank and Branch of Service: GPL or SGT; USMC
- (c) . Matlonality: US

A4y Phi'aiclu D'eucript.ion:

;l_.._ ‘H;igﬁt.:l, 1.78 msters tall

N

2 Welght: Approx 70kg or heavier
Golor.or Hair and Ryes: Blond; blue
,'Rn.coz . Caucasian ‘
Complexion: Light

. lﬁir: Straight."ami short

Nose: Straight and high

Secars: None

PR R SO R R AL C R W

Taﬂma $. None

* ety 2

5.

I e
. Birj'.t_nnarks: None visible

3
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 Bulld: Medium
cAge: 23 or 24
Glasses: None
"Rings: None
l h‘.riatﬁtch: Black face, luminous dial, waterproof
. (2) Clothing Worn by Dafector. When source eaw the American : !
defector, ths latter, was. wearing jungle fatigues, soft cap,.and i
leather boots, Laces for the boots had besn replaced by . zippers.

Sourcs did not see any rank insignia on the defector's uniform, but
idmtifigd his. combat patch as being the one worn by the 3d US Harine
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Div. This patch was trianguliar in shape, had a red I:ukmmd, and
had a star in the center,

(3) l’hraicni conditd.on. Bource believed that t.he defector
was in good health, had. suffered no injuries, and needed rig medical
asalstance from wnit medics,

(4) Personal Information. Source could provide no information
concerning the defector's background, since his interpreter only had
a limited knowledge of the English language. 8Since the prisoner had
to be rrocessed as quickly as possible, only a lisdted interrogation
could be oomduoted. This provided source with information coneeming
the defector's past activities, )

(5) Capture Data, In Jul 67, four Amsrican soldiers sacaped
fram their base camp and attempted to reach VC/NVA forces in HOC MON
Dist, BINH DUONG Prov (sic), RWN, with tha desire to Join and fight
for the VC cause, As related to source by the defsctor, the defsctor's
unit commander had been aware of the desire on the part of these four
Apericans to desert, because of the mistrsatment they were recelving
in that unit. The four Jmericana traveled from their baee camp to
the SAIGON River, whers two of them wers apprehended by an 0-14
Helicopter (VC name)’ equipped with loudspeakers that broadcasted in
English, These two.men did not offer any resistanoce at their time
of capture by the Merican ynit.. The two other Jmericans involved
in the defection had crossed the SAIGON River by this time, When
they had completed the.oros ing, they hecame separated, one wandering
into an unlmown part. of the!jungle and the othar arriving at sourcs's
unit location. The defector that went to the jungls 'became lost’ "and
was pioked up by another O-1i Helicopter (VG name) from the same unit
that had apprehended the, defectors who were not able to cross the
river, These hellcopters had a red star on the side of their ship
and three white stripee. on the bottom of their fueelages. When the
defector who suocmmsfuily chnplet.ed desertion arrived at source's
unit, he entered the hamletiwith hie R-15 rifle (VG name) held over
his head, and surrendersd self to source. Sourece accapted the
defoctor's weapon and, aftera preliminary interrogation, gavs the
defector bread and scme VO ¢anned rations. The defsctor remained at
source's umdt location from’1730 to 2000 hours on the day he defected
and was then evacuated to the PW 0amp operated by R. The treatment
given to thie rallier.was.gbod bescause he had willingly joined: forces
with the V0. BSourve added t even when a US PW is captured, he is
given preferential &trum +because the V0 know that for an American
to survive in such a litua on, he requires maore food and comfort than
would an ARVN PW.. ie almys made by the V0 to secure bread,
caken N l-nnndo, l.nd kl for US Fis. ‘

o. !vumt.iw Procedufes, After the mreliminary interrogation
of the defector, they evaoypted him tc the FW camp of R by means of
a sampan. The defector i,ucortod %o the PW camp of R by two cadre
from the 2d_ nn,.am.m ‘.aperator for the sampan, The defector
was not bound or mistreated/ in any way. Source oould not provide
the locaticn of the PW dyamp which balénged to R:) becavse he had naver
been there, but he uapld that it was located somewhere in TAY NINH .
Prov, RVR. BSourge did not boliﬂe that the defector would be .tlprisonod
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with other US PWs, but that he would be kept segregated and exploited
at COSVN level. Source aleoc believed that this defector would obtain
ah early release from COSVN and would be returned to U9 authorities

in the RVN. Then, upon his return to the United States, he could
spread propaganda by relating the excellent treatment that he had
received while he had been a prisoner of the VG/NVA. This propaganda
would be spread by the defector's family, friends, peace groups, and
the news media in the United States, Source added that GOSVN delighted
in the exploitation of the freedom of speech found in the United States
and believed this to be an excellent means of disseminating its
propaganda to US families having sons who were PWs in NVN or in the RVN,

d. Photo Identification. | Source selected photo number 37 in
the US Photo Albunm. Photo No 37 identifies USMC member SGHRMENGOST
FRED T,

{C) COMMENTS: Other reports based on interrogations of this source
check out with information already available at the CMIC, and the
interrogator feels source was telling the truth during this interrogation.
Source was administared the Cross-Cultural IQ Test and ecored-low (15).
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