DECLASSIHED

Aumoriw%
| By/ JJC npa ate

Thin repert condsing wapmcarnnd Infommation.

REPRODUGEL AL VT AT TORM, Abud v

DEF AR
NOTE: This docume.., wiiteine Infomation
afleciing the nallonal delanse of tha United
Biatee wiihin the mesning of the seplonage
! Jaws, Titw {3, U.5.C., Sec 79T and TP4.
The trenamission or the revelation of Ha

. _._._\/_.N\.C

GUNEIDEN EIAL

"CONFIDENTIAL

Plane snd/or poficies should nol ba evol vad

i conténiw in any marmrer 0 an wneuthorized
ersan ta prohiblied by faw. Claseiflcat T e
{ suiflcation and %nlr\ﬂ Marking &)

?L coyntay: VN, NGHE AN Province e. neroRT numeer: O 029 1103 70

er modified sclaly on the basts ol this reponl.

7. sumJECT: (U) PW Sighting in NOHE AN 9. DATE OF REFORT: 26 Oct 70
Province, NVN .

‘ R i , , 10, M. OF PAGES: 7 L\)Q )> ! /’
3 isc numeem 723,610 L . 1%, REFERENCES: DIRM: 1Q16 661
723.600 .. .. : , SICR: D=»701=h9018
BRIGHT LIGHT

s pateor mromiation: |, May 65 to Jun 65 12, ORIGINATOR: US Element, CMIC, USMACY
B PLACE AND DATE OF ACO: CMIC, SAIGON, VS 12 paerancosy: GECRGE C. WHITEHEAD

23 0t 70~ SPL, USA
L EVALUATION: smfflc: E INFORMATION _ 6 1+ APPROVING AUTHORITY: QC
7. BOURCE: P4 Interrogation iy

) : ) i DSLEY
S e : LTC USA
: ' St ' . Dir, US Elm, QMIC

15. SUMMARY:

(Lonva Binek}
{c) Thia report 18 in response to SICR D-7CK-L5018
“(Prisoner  of War' Intel‘hgahce) Contained is information concerning

geven prisoners observed in ¥ detention area located in TAN-KY
District, NGHE AN Province, NVN, during May and Jun 65, Also
included is infarm.ation data on the prisoners; the camp; security;
the poli.cy of the NVA' tward Pis; the attitude of the civilian
‘populatian toward PWsy and ‘the schedule, accommodation, and health
of the pnisoners in t.his area." THIS A BHIGH'I‘ LIGHT REPORT. MACV
FoR JPRC.

o . e . Yt

L ' N

L7 ©) Background Ini‘omat-iom
" a.  Nanas TRUOHG VM‘ HIEN (TRUC'H'NG, VEAN NIEEH), (MIC 3127-70.

UG ; LU S S T ) A
"b. Rank: LT,V - noy
: Lo : LR ‘
c. Positloniand U,nit. o.f Assignment.u St-aff Assiat.ant., Military
St.aff Bt.h Bn 38th: Inf Ragt pe .

d. DPOB- 1 Oct 37, HONG SON Hamlet, TAN HOP Village, TAN KY
mat.rict, N-’GHE ‘AN ;Province, NVN
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was promoted to corporal.

Province on 26 Jun 66.
Feb 68.
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‘Father, TRUONG VAN KA (TRUWONG, VEAN KA),
living; ' Mother, NGUYEN THI QUAN (MGUYEENX, THIV QANR), living

~ fo° Clreumstances of .Capture. In mid-Feb 70, the 8th Bn
moved into the lowland ares of western QUANG NAM Province {exact
loc unk)}, leaving Source and six other men behind at the base camp.
At G51230 Apr' 70, Source waa surpriséd by & recornaissance team
of D Co, lbtRecon:Bn, US4,

' 'y R .

g. Significent Activities. In Apr 59, Source was drafted
and wes assigned to the :76th Public Secwrity Post, located in
NEE AN Province, :NVK. He.remained .with this unit until he was
discharged from the service in Apr 62.
recalled into the NVA and was assigned to the lst Sqd, lst Plat,
2d Co, $th Bn, 90th Regt {aka 3d Hegt), 32kth Div.
one and oneé-half motiths of basic infantry training and, upon completion,

training and a feview of infantry training.
32L4th Div arrived in QUANG BINH Province, NVN. In Mar 66, the 90th
Regt began infiltration, arriving in the (U DINH Area of QUANG BINH
In Oct or Nov 67, Source contracted malaria
and was detained at the rear base camp of the regiment until

At that time, Source and 30 other 11l men were led by
commo-~1iaison persomel to the 9th Bn, which was located in western

as. platoon leader of the lst Plat, 1st Co, 8th Bn. In Jun 69,
Source was promoted to lieutefhant and wds’ assigned as executive
Co, Bth Bn. He remained in this position for
one month and was transferred to the Military ‘Staff of the 8tk Bn,
where. he remained wntil his capture. ' '

" 'h. Additional Reférences: (HIC FW/Rallier Exploitation
Ouide, ‘Afinex Ly Maps VIETNAM, AMS Series L70lL, Sheet 60L7 II,
Edition 1, dtd 1965, Scale 1:50,000 - -

{C) PW Sighting in NGHE AN Province, NVN. The following is
in response to SICR D-7CX=}9018 (Prisoner of War Intelligence):

a. ' Places ‘E}.'Vt"'r’héon.fimment: ,
_(1) Locationiand Description of W Camps:

{a) Location. Source acted as & perimeter guard
during the months of May and Jun 65 at a prisoner detention area
in the vicinity of (WG310152), NGHIA DUNG Village, TAN KY District,
The detention area was not a compound; because
of the danger. of Allied air strikes, the prisoners were not
confined to a small ereff but were dispersed when possible.
detention area was located approximately 100 meters west of the
CON river and approximately 36800 meters west of Highway No 15.
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and was taken prisoner.

In Apr 65, he was
He received

In Jun 65, the 50th Regt began infiltration
In Jan 66, the entire

Upon arrival at the 9th Bn, Source was
promoted to aspirant and wad assigned
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O et oo (b} DesgEipbion,, . iThe. prisoners, werehouged in' :

‘civilfan houses in NOATA(IUNG Villsge. '(See.sketch'on: page:7.) (

The tqgvéh,p;isonppg were quartered in two-adjacent houses constructed
of. conerete,: as-Were most .of the housesi'in-the. village. . The ‘goil:
| in the area was sandy, and the terrain was lowland-with rice paddies.
r‘I‘h’el camp was not constructed primarily: for detention purposes; ‘the
houses were among.those. of the civilian population -of tha village.
Sonrce had ho information regarding the lemgth of time that the
houses. bad, been psed for the detainment of prisonerai « At the time’ :
Source. was in,the-area,.seven prisoners were being held; Source had
hedrd that two were Korean and that the rest were Americar.' - The
priscners werae npt.a signed.to work datails,but were, often allowed
pp"qxgr?tﬁcut;lporpj;upgle: the supervision of -three guards.

L N T . L R -

.. ... (2) Comp Accessibility. dllied aircraft often flew
over.the area.. Spurce.recognized the planes as the FiH Phantom II,
AE Sxyraider, and.the. F-105 Thunderchief; these. planes flew at great
altitude and. were _a}qusi-.aightedza Yving east. The guard unit
had, an airs.raid.siren;bhat was-used to warn of air attack;rSource
had no infor;mat;m,,pn theydetection system used by the NVA inthis
area, Normally the siren praceded the attack by five or ten
mimtes., The main:greund: approach- to:ithis area‘was Mighway No 15,
which runs throughythe/village from north to south. :Howevery '
t.hgr?e' _were many Jrails from, both the.east and west: that weré used
by the local populsce.. Source had no knowledge of.other-units
in the aréa. Source's unit was equipped with 12.6mm HMGs (mamufacture
and ymber 4nk );,,one ;Bz40 ATOL per: squad;-and :three Bah1- ATGLS -
per compeny. Squrce!s .regiment was-in the.arsea'for basic training
purposes prior to infiltration to the RYN; the perimeter guards
for, this areapexa §eleqted from:thertrainees of the (S0th Regt
{aka 3d tBa'g-.t)_-,j-,,?n tbh Zv...mThe prevelling-windsinithe area are :
from the. east. jIhe;unit that actually guarded’ the prisoners ‘was '

—

4. company .(,Qﬂ'ﬂ.i'sm.tion-,-(lnd-usubox,'di-nation..unk-)l that was. billebed.. ;
in ;the.village. » The; miseion of . these guarde' was to-protect the: )
" prisomers;.if«.prisoner was killed during an air raid, the guard:: .
) was, heldresppnsible.; During an air faid, they were to take the ;
prisoners to.safety in.the surrounding countryside. -+ ' ;
'; MCHI NGRS CTTOURLECT I T Py Nroed Enrr yrtoa o gt PP :

" {3). Cemp-Security. Source wes unfamiliar with.ther . !
pecurity measures taken in the dstention area; his mission was to
secure, the road ‘v_l;u‘l.pp_ﬁag through ‘the village. There were three
guarde assigned to the prisoners at all timea. He did not know
how_they,were armed,-therlemgbhn pfitheir shifts,.or the means &f 14
communication .among; the, quards- and-between  them~ and: higher headquarters. |/

i A — R T, T L i oS

Source, aav, no.shagkles; or chains, uHeuoften :aaw theprisomers. «iif ' “

playing, ball, ip;a“'nearby; fialdy: phey; did :not have.shacklesior ; .
: c'h'l._?_n"'_:‘["t“th".p?q”g!m g o Mu ,“'-' T ‘:j. |G CL I (PP ! :
t e e s Drwp BL e e wr e oy Foeomytenia T b i
By e et (h)ggcmnﬁﬂ.ffsm‘Smrce..mm;mvthe.gua:d,elemhntr'z'j.' .
“  for'the prigomers,yus, compased, of one.company: (designation sad

subordinabion unk). Source had no knowledge of the biographies
2 o e e 1 e
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.er organiut.ion or the cnnp ataﬁ'o Their at.t.it.ude t.ward t.he
prisoners was t.qleraqt.,and;-,prot.act.iva, as thay were: held responaible
for the walfare of "the p?isone!‘a.. The only punishment that was
allowed was.the gesigrmment of extra political indoctrinatien for
, any prisoner who was Antractable, - The camp staff -slept in -
.e¢ivilian hauses ‘neap:the houses in which. the priseners were kept..
Source had no knawlque ‘of -their movements: No Allied:leaflets-i<+r
Mere, _gean. ~S¢urece had. no knowledgeof . t.heir radio liaten.‘mg hnbit.s.
(.. ) - '.'"F“ ,'..1 -f .‘. t.
b. US aﬂdgu].iﬂdﬁS. q“- p‘_!d‘ L

A1) Doscript.ion. Souraa had very lit.tle mformat.lcn
regarding the priscners. He had heard from men in his unit that
-two, of tHe prieoners were, Korean and that the cthers were Americans.
Source had .also heard that.some of the prisoners were clvilian:
dostors who -had been captured in QUAKG TRI Province, RVN (date and
location unk), while,on their way te a hospital. Source thought
.that the othar prisoners-wereg. fliers. -. Hodid not know :how many
were doctors, how.many were fliers, or -how many were. civilia.nso
Source ,only, saw, the priscnens:at a distance of approximately.-
JOO meters a.nd\wu unabla .‘to give a physical description.

S - fie e T . Yo e

ey o (2) (ﬂ.ot.hing. v Tha prisoners Were seen wear:l.ng white VC
pajamas with. ;'ubber sandals. p They wore no insignia or! headgeu-.
“r R P R N 2 | B4 R R R U [P A e e g

A (3) Gondit:l.on. wwThe - priscnara appeared to 'bs in- good
physical condit.ian when seen by Source. -, Source knew nothing of -«
their personal backgrounds. There were-no prisoners separated from
tha others. . Source had juot heard.of deaths of prismara. N
TEEE r [ AL
Gl e [(11) Gapt.ure Datas -, Souroe khew not.hing of ‘the ‘circumstaiices
of the priaoneraa capture- »«However, he was instructed in'the s~
procedurea for. handlmg ;prisoners: during- his basic training.v-
Prisonera were Lo be,sesrched, and any weapons found.were-to be ° -
removed. The book;lages..ofs the-priscners were to.berremoved, so1i
that the prlsoners could.not-run away. Source :knew nothingrof
the dispoaition of the captured weapone. Prlsoners were not to
be harassed art.or‘,\thEy,qwere captured; because,they had no means of
defause.. Thq prLsonera were to.be allowed-to-keep .rings; watches,
and their clothing.. (Slck.or Wwounded prisoners were to be given:
me¢.1<:al treatment , cand - serious],y wounded PWs were to .be evacuated :
to.a hoapit.al.. At least one medic:was to -remain nth the prisoners.

RO I dny (Rt ' e (AN

ey a{5) - Movement of Ph'.s to Detent.:l.on C-ampo Source'had ne -

B

1

awle;.‘ge of. the means by which the prlscners he ghw were t.ranaported »

it he was taught that the prisoners were to be brought back with -
the ‘dapturing unit or to be sent to.a higher .echelon’ with a guard.,
Tha, prisgners would travel: by foot, with.their hsnds tied and-with-
t.he dioelaces remorved from,their bgots. Source did not 'krow of:
the policy toward e:;hibitmg prisoners, but.he did know that they
were photographed. Source was not sure what type of pictures were
taken.
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{(6) In Camp. All priscners retained their civilian
clothing. Each was issued two pairs of white VC pajamas and two
pairs of underwear per year and were issued two cakes of soap,
one tube of toothpaste, and ome toothbrush every three months. -
Each prisoners was granted 5 piasters NVN a month for the purchase
of tobacco. If the prisoners had their own money, they were zllowed
to change it and to use it to buy items that they wanted. The
purchases were made by the guards. The prisoners were housed in two
separate houses, but all ate in one. All of the prisoners remained
together, except at night, when they were split into two groups to
gleep; there was not encugh room in one house to quarter them all.
The accommodations were equivalent to those of the local populace.
The daily schedule of the prisoners was approximately as follows:

0630 Reveille

0630 to 0645 Pergonal hygiene

0645 to Q700 Breakfast

0700 to 1130 Free time (aports, crafts)
1130 to 1200 Supper

1200 to 1330 Rest

1330 to 1700 Free time

1700 to 1730 Dimer

1730 to 1900 Free time

1900 Taps

The prisoners were supervised by three guards at all times.

The local populace was extremely hostile to the captives, and

' the guards had the mission of protecting the prisoners as well as
that of prevemting their escape. The food ration for each
prisoner, ,Has ; 2 s, plasters NVN per day. The food was purchased
andlprepared by mmbers af the company that guarded the priloners.

(7}‘ ]‘.r,t.errogation of I’Hs.' Saurce had no knowledge of
interrogatlon mgt hods or. proceduras., . L

(8) Prisoner Mail Privileges. The prisoners were not
allowed to receive mail nor were they allowed to serd ma:Ll.

9 Indoctri.natiou. Attempts are made to indoctrinate
the prlsoners with Coummm1an. SOurce had no knowledge of the
schedule or cont.ent. of . thase seasions, however, Source knew that
extra indoctrination was given to t,hose prisoners who did not
Icooperut.e with their capt.ora.

¢ (10) Medical Care and Health. One medic and a medical
technician were available to the prisoners in this area.
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Further facilities were available at a nearby hospital {exact loc

and designation unk)‘:. Source had no knowledge of diseasesa

among the prisoners. The 'dlet of thé prisoners was similar to

that of the local populace,-heckige: food was bought in the market;

it was mostly rice and vegetables and only occasionally included meat.
However, the ration for the prisoners was 2.5 plasters KVN 2 day,
while it was only 0.7 plasters NV¥ a day for the soldiers in Source s

unit.

1

(c)

GCI'MENTS'

Source was cooperative and was willing to help;

however,

vas hindersd by his inability to remember details of

his observations in 1965.

Source was tested and scored low (7)

on the Cross-Cultural IQ Test.

This report partially fulfills the '

requiremnts of SIGH.‘ D-?CX-h?OlB Co}lection action contimes.
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" ' ] . (Lewre Wlank)
Sketch of NOHIA DUNG Village, TAN KY Bistrict,
NGHE AN Province, NVN, as provided by captive
THUONG VAN HIEN, CMIC 3127-70 {DOI: Jun 65)
(Not. to Scale) :
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