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1. BIOGHAPIICAL DATA: ,

A}
Name: Tran Xuin Vy alias Thach Tan (given by the Party)
Lifu V&n Ngo (after infiltration into ItVN)
D&POB: 1918 Tan Dong Hoi village, Chau Thanh district, Vinh long province.
Parents' name: teo (d) and Vo Thi 5i (d)
Political tendency: A member of the Communist Party since 1958,
Marital status: Married - 6 children
VC function: Assistant Chief (Lr.Capt.) of the Political Bureau of
"K" (COSVN) in charge of Troop Proselyting Section.,

* CIRCUMSTANCIS OF CAPTURL:

On 26 Vec 63, Subject was instructed by lam, ( C.56) Hegiment Political Commissar
to proceed to Bau Bac to contact local ajencies and units to make arrangement for the '
reception of various dolegations from provinces to attend a conference and at the
same time to receive L Americans'who were captured at Hiep Hoa (long An) and accompany
them to "R" PUW camp.

Sub ject was captured by Trang Sup Special Forces in an ambush at Bau Bac on
29 Dec 63 with 1 P,38 Pistol and an amount of important documents while proceeding to
Bau Bac from Bau Co. Subjoct was wounded at his left leg bufore capture,

II. SUMMARY OF PRIOR ACTIVILY:

21, From 1945 to 1954«

VIR Joined the Vanpuard Youths of Tan Uong Hol village, Vinh Long prov1nce
was later transferred to Ben Tre (Kien loa) province Lo work as a surets agent.

=~1946: Transferred as a mumber of the staf( section to Detachment 19_(later
changed to YYth Kegiment) operating in Tra Vipnh - Ben Tre / Vinh Binh - Kien Hoa

c~1949: Promoted to Company ixeccutive Officer and assigned to the 99th
ltegiment as a mLmbcr of the Military Intelligence Sub-vection of the Regiment Staff
Section.

-1Y50: Transferred to Cuu long itegiment and took over the Military Intel-
ligence vection (Cuu Long Regiment) operating 'in Tra Vinh - Vinh Long - Ya Dec,
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In early hugust 1962, during a Convention, "R" froop Proselyting Agency decided to
take over the handling of PW's. 5o, from then on Subject was no longer responsible
for this mission.

The total number of PW's in that Uamp up to 29 Dec 63 is unknown to Subject but
he knows some PVW's captured in followling circumstances:

~In early 1963, guerrillas in Ka Tum area capturcd and sent to the camp 3 Commando
personnel (2 Officers and | M).

-ln Feb 63, the 1st Bn of (.56 Kegiment attacked Nam Ngon Strategic Hamlet, Cau-
Khoi district and osptured 1 Aspirant named Thanh, from the 7th Co., 2nd bn., 9th Hegt.,
5th Division.

~In addition, in Dec 63, "R" Troop Proselyting Agency asked | Reconnaissance Squad
of C.56 Hegiment to go to Long An and escort 4 US military personnel (ranks unknown)
captured in iiep Hoa (?), back to the Camp after a stop over at the Convention / 7 -:

It was during his trip to greet the Convention lelegates and these PW's that
Subject was wounded and captured.
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KIN CcoNFDENTAL

~1952: Transferred to Huadquarters Vlnh'B|NkProvince Military Forces
and assigned as Section Chief to the tnemy Proselyting Sectiédn.

22, From 1954 to 1963:

-1954: Joined tho Main Yorce Battalion of Vinh Linh province in ite
regroupment to DiV.,

-1995: hssigned as a staff cudre to the 3rd Hegiment, Western Nam-Bo
and studied land reform (policies)

~1956: hssigned to the 330th Division as a propaganda and training cadre
of the political section.

-1958: Promoted to Cauplain and assigned as a propaganda and Training
cadre to the 330th Vivision,

-1900: Transferred to lLam Son Agricultural Camp in Thanh Hoa and in
charge of Planning Section for planting,

~Hay 1961: Ordered to proceed to Xuan Mai (Ha Dong) to participate in
preparatory training for infiltration int.o IVN.

-Jun 61: Assigned to the 4th (Infiltration) Group and arrived in War Zone
"U" in early uUclobur 1961,

~Nov 61: Asusigned to the Political Bureau »f "k" and in charge of (farm)
production.

~Jan 62: Assigned as Asst. Chief Polit. DBureau and in charge of the Lnemy
Troop ProselytJny Section of "R" Political Bureau,

Sub ject was also responsible for the handling of US prisoners during this
period,

-May 63: Attached to the Political Seclion of C.56 Regiment and took charge
of the Enemy Troop Proselyting Gection until caplure,

I1I1. INFOMATL QN

31. Orpanization of a VC General Lonference:

311. Purposes:

To recapitulate combat experience (obtained) during 1963.
"+ To exchange experience with friendly units.
To motivate troop morale to launch & combat movement for 1964,

312, -Organizing unit:
. .
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After participating in the attack of Bau Co post (Tay Ninh) Subject

proceeded to Chau Thanh District Commissariat of Tay Ninh province to "solve" some
prisoners and surronderenthen returned to the itegiment. On 18 Nov 63, Subject was
notified Ly Senior Captain Thubng, Chief Political DiviSioNof C.56 Regiment that the
Regimont planned to conduct a general conference with purposes mentioned above, later
on, Subject was introduced to the conference Crganizing Committee by Sr.Capt., Thuong
to take charge ol an exhibition of (VC) war booty captured during 1963,

313, Participating Units and Agencies:

According to the VC plAn (for the conference) participants amount to
appraximately 1000 men (including soiuiers of the C.56 Regiment and delegates from
various provinces.)

bubject was responsible (pr the invitation of a number of province
delegates including:

-1 Uelegate of Tay Ninh I'rovince Military Section
- " noon " " Main Force Company

-1 " " Binh long " Military Section
-1 n w on " " Main Force Company
-1 " * Binh Duong " Military Section
-1 " "non " n Main Force Company

1n addition, there were many other delegates who were invited to the
conference by thu Organizing Committee but Subject can only remember the following:

-1 UVelegate of "H" Ordnance Dranch

-1 -"< R JUignal Branch

-1 ="~ R inginecer Branch

-1 ~"-I,4 (vaigon, Cholon Uia Uinh Special Zone)

-1 M. Q.762 (C.58 Hogt.)

-3 Soldiers of I.,2 who participated in Ap Bac battle.
,(1'2: Contral Nam-Bo)

314, .ochedule of the general conference:

The conference Was scheduled to open on 5 Jan 64 and according to
bubject's estimate it weull probably adjourncd around 20 Jan 64,

The conference agenda was very detailed and the Subject does not
remember them,  lHe only knows that the C.56 ltegiment would transfer a number of model
soldiers from its various subordinate units to the 1st Bn., C.56 so that delegates
might visit them to encourage or motivate their combat spirit for the coming phase,
lioreover, the VC also planned to bring 4 US military personnel captured at Hiep Hoa
(Hau Nghiz) to the conference.

|

in accordance with the proposal of the Organizing Committee, the conference k

315, locotion of the general conlcrence:

KIN
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“civilianshouse who made a living by collecting tree sap (to make oil).

KIN ConrmentaL

might be held at the following 2 locations:

351, Main location:

4LKms East of Katum route, near Tha la river vic XT.380920.
Subject heard that in the North of this location there was an open terrain ncar one

3152, Alternate location:
If the above location becomes compromised at the last moment,
the Organizing Committee would move the conference to the alternate location in Ta-
Dath area, 4Lims kast of Katum vie XT.280480.

32, locution of VC ynits and agencies:

"R" Troop Proselyting Section, cover designation C.72 was located at Bau Ra
vic.XT180860 (?)

{("k") Political Bureau, cover designation C.632 was located at 6Kms North-
cast of Ba Chium river vic XT534730.

("™") General Staff was locatod in the vicinity of XT465737 or vic XT480720(?)

The AMSbth_7 Regiment Headjuarters and the 1st Bn, C,56 were located in Day
stream area vic XT340730.

The 2nd Bn. C.56 was located in Boi loi area vic,XT.520320.
The 3rd Bn. €.56 was locited 2Kms South of Ong (Mr) Tay Stream vic XT.370550.

Headquarters of the C.58 Hegiment were located in War Zone long Nguyen {loca-
tion cannot bo confirmed). About Jul 63 Subject went there to discuss the attack of

Lo Trach post (Uinh Yuong)
"R" Prisoner and SurrendensCamp was located in the vicinity of XT.590850,

(ULher apencies and units are not known)

1

34,3, Uperational Policies of the C 46 ltegiment :

'The general operation of C.56 Hegiment in the future is not known to
bub ject. However, according to the Proposal for the last 6 months of 1963, subordinate
units (of C.56) would be assigned to coordinatc with local forces to attack various

Strategi¢ Hamlcl~. Among these Strategic Hamlets thu following is known.
~-Jat Set Strategic Hamlet vic XT.370424
-Cay Cay R ~. 365430
. —Nam Ngon -ta ~. 360435
- .=Phan e -. 320540

~ 4=
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KIN conripentAL

~Suoi la post; vic XT.335578
-Cha la Strategic Hamlet vic XT.295501

in conjunction with the attack of Strategic Hamlets VC Political Cadre
conduct propayznda to urge the populace to return to live and work in their former

SIAIHOHY TYNOILYH 3HL LY @3onaoud3Yd

x places.
9
The future projects of "R" as well as of C.56 Regiment are not known to
Subject , :
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INITIAL INTIRHOGATION®

POW Tran Xuan Vy, Senior Laptain. Assistant Chief of Political Bureau Central
Office SVN in charge of Troop Proselyting Section.

(In May 1963, Subject was temporarity appointed Chief, Troop Proselyting Section,
Political Divisioq)sbth Regiment but remained a member of the COSVN Political Bureau.)

'

I. INFORNATION OBTAINED:

11, VC General Conference:

A VC general conference was organized by the C,56 Regiment with the following
purposes: :

-Discuss various combat experiences learned during the past year in order to
give the provincial and other unit delegates better understanding about combat tactics,

-Promote the enthusiasm and confidence of the entire unit in
order to initiate a "fighting movement" for 1904.

N

-Uive each Branch an opportunity to present its ideas so that other delegates
may bengfit {rom its experiences.

12, GLonference agunda:

n accordance with the Organizing.Committes, the conference was scheduled to
open on § Jan 1964 and adjourn on 20 Jan 1964,

The conference also included the following activities:

-A party to welcome the delegates to the conference.
-wulection of the most outstanding man.
-Presentation of rewards and citations. (Gifts or letter of commendation)

In addition, it was learned that about 1,000 selected troops and cadre from
the €,56 Hegiment, would be there to welconie the delegates to the conference and the
delegates in turn would visit the troops and pay tribute to their fighting spirit
and bravery.

Afterwards, the troops would demonstrate the operation of the following
weapons for L.hd.delegates:

~-81mm Mortar
~-Anfi-aircraft Machinegun, Cal.30
-Bayonnet trust,

(#)/TN. Proceding Interrogation done in/fiulJ, following interrogation in Saigon,/
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KIN CONFIDENTAL

Finally, the troops would have a party and an entertainment show.

13. Cadre attending the conference:

In accordance with the Organizing Lommittce, this conference would gather
about 200 dulegates (military and civilian included).

Subjoct thinke the following persons would attend the conference:

131, Central Office, South Vietnam:

-Tran Chi Thanh, member of SVN - NLF ixecutive Committee.

~llai llau, Political Commissar, COSVN Military Section

-1 delegate from COSVN Ordnance Branch.
3 -1 =" bignal Branch
H -1 -"- Ingineer Branch
; -1 e Medical Branch,
Q 132. Hegion Commissariat level:
1? -3 Military cadre from 1.6.(6th VC Hegion)
5 -3 "Ap Bac" soldiers from 1.2 (Central Ham-Bo)
"3 -1 delegate from I.4 (at the invitation of Dat, a I. Military cadre)
[ TH, I.4= Saigon, Cholon, Gia Uinh Special Zone
5 -1 delegate from the C,58 Regiment,
¥
‘ 133. Provincial Military and civilian cadre:
g Subject was charged with inviting the following delegates to the conference:
? -Binh Duong Province:
g -t delegate from the Military Section
if -1 =" Main Force Unit,
5% -Binh long Province:
3 -1 dolegate from the Military Section
'? -1 =t Main lorce Unit,
, <lay Ninh ['rovinco:
'f - -1 colegato from the Hilitary Section
i -1, - ilain Force Unit.
g -1 e tilitary vection, buong Minh Chau district,
; -1 —ne Main Force Unit / TN. of Duong Minh thau ?_/
[}
.§ 14, Logution of the conference:
¥ ' '
; o . ==
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d- In a meeting on 20 Dec 63, Tam Chi (Senior Captain, Chief, Propaganda amd

s Training Section, Political Bureau, (.56 Hegiment) stated that the conference would be
! held in an area with an adequate water supply and an open space large enough to hold
1,000 men sothat the troops could make a demonstration of arms. As a result, he
sulected the following two sites:

141, Principal site:

rast of hatum post, near Tha la river, where a torch factory used to be.

i1 ased on this information, we [—RVNAF interrogator?/ can guess this site is located withinf

i the quadrangular area forrnied by the lollowing map coordinates: XT.360920 - 300950 - ;
390950 ~ 390420,

14,2, Alternatc site:

1f,at. the last minute, the principal site is compromised, the conference
may be held at Ta bath, Also, according to Tam Chi, this site lies West of and is
about 40-minute march from Ka Tum post. After crossing a narrow stretch of rice-land,
you will come upon the edge of a dense forest, chosen for the conference site.

1

¥

§ Based on the information furnished by Subject, we [—RVNAF Interrogatorz7

{ guess that the conference site is located within the quadrangular area formed by the
following map coordinates: XT.250800 - 250890 - 280890 - 280800,

15, ‘‘emporary Quarters for the delegatos:

5ub ject was ordered by Chi, to go to Bau Bac, in the vicinity of XT280648 to
meet 12 delepates from Binh Duong, Binh long, Tay Ninh provinces, C.58 Regiment and I.4
and bring them to the permanent communication and liaison station in Ka Tum area in the
vicinity of XT.332899 so that the lattoer can provide them food and lodgings. Sub ject
did not know thec exact location of these temporary quarters but guessed they are situated
near Ka Tum river, between XT,350895 and XT380920,

Jubject's guess was based on the following details disclosed by the Organizing
Committee:

, -i:.113 APC's, will have much difficulty moving on the Ka Tum road because it
. had been badly damaged.

-lotorized squipment cannot move on this road because it is flanked by big
trees and thick forests.

-The Bo Tuc post has been abandoned, leaving a good withdrawal route in case
il - of neccessity.

~The C.56 itegiment forces will organize a defense perimeter on both sides of
the road and in various open terrain to fight the APC's and airborne troops. (details
of the sst up unknown),

-

16. Informotion concerning the delepates:
-8-
CONFIDENTIAL
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-1t vas learned that a number of cadre had already arrived at the C.56
ltegiment Headguarters at bay Stream, in the vicinity of XT.340730.

-3 soldiers of the 1.2 Maln rorce Battalion who had participated in the Ap-
Bac battloe, These soldiers presented an amount of war booty to the llegiment lleadquarters
late in Novumber 1963,

-3 liilitary cadre of 1,6 on TDY at COSVH who requested to attend this conference,

-2 Cadre from minority Group in iam Uong province , in the arca for cultural
training.

In addition, according a decision of the Orpganlzing “Yommittce, delegates from
other agencies and organizations must be present at Ka Tum on 2 Jan 64 at the latest,

17. locations of VC agencies and units:

1t The former cover designation of the Political Bureau Z—COSVN _7 is C,602,
It' now changed to C,632 or (.362.

hround Uctober 1963, the burcau was located at a point North last of and
6Kms from Ba Chicn river, in the vicinity of XT.53%730.

-The General wtaff Bureau [—CUbVN _7 was secretly designated as C,401, Around
tho end of October 1903 this Burcau was located at two points in the vicinity of
XT.465737 and W1.480720 (?) Co Trach post.

~The C.%6 has cover desigmation W.761, On 20 vec 63, thie unit was located
at Day Stream in the vicinity of XT34L0730.

~the 1st Battalion of the C.50 negiment has cover desipnation of J.10. It
is located in the vicinity of XT.340730 and is responsible for the protection of the
C.5%6 tegiment Headquarters,

-The cover designation for the COSVN Troop Proselyting Section in C. 72 In
November 1963, it was located at Bau Ha in the vicinity of XT,180860 (?)

~The C.58 itegiment has cover desipgmtion of (.762. Around July 63, this unit
was located at Kien An in the vicinity of XT.600420. Gubject learned this

infornation during a conference discussing the forces 20 be used in the attack apgainst
the post of Co Irach in Kien An in the vicinity of AT,

~The 2nd Bn, of the C.56 Hegt. has cover d931unation of J.15, In December
1¥63, it was located in Boi loi area, in the vicinity of X7.520320.

-Ird Battalion of C.56, cover designation J.20 was located vic XT.370550
in about bec 63 .

~-Protaction Battalion for vuong tinh Chau base, (old) cover designation C. 810
now changed to U.70, was locatud in Ky Jiream vic X7.170770 in Nov 63.- -
N

-206th Company of U.70 Battalion, blocking the commurdeation axis 22 vie XT100790
G

- KIN
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K IN CONFIDENTAL

A Platoon of this Company is presently located in Ka Tum area vic.XT,334.903 to protect
the Convention,

-t.aln Force Company of Duong Minh Chau district, located in Phuoc Hoi area,
vie XT.360530.

~-Main Force Company of Tay liinh province, located in Trang Co area vic.
XT.510310.

e stk

o

II, ACTIVITI~S _OF FRONT'S CIENTRAL COMMITTEL:

In tho political field, thu Front's Central Yommittue is presently worrying that,
the (RVN) Revolutionary Government may rc-arm the Cao lui Amy (or hand over Tay Ninh

“"  province to Cac Yal control ? )

If the above information is accurate , the VC Uuong Minh Chau War Zone will face
serjous problems in the strategic and economic fields:

21, Girotegically:

VC forces in Duong Minh Chau War Zone rely on the source of supply from the
areas South of Da Den Mountain, namely the villnges of Khiem Hanh, Hieu Thien and Phuoc-

Ninh districts,.

1f tho Cao Uai Army is re-armed, Duong Minh Chau War Zone will be camplstely
isolatod becau.s following roads will be controlled by the Lao Dai forces:

a, Natinnal Highway 22, from Xa Mac, Trai Bi to Tay Ninh (?)

b, . The road from Katum to Khedol will be re-established (?)

c. Village road 13 from Loc Ninh, Suoi Da to Tay Ninh (?)

f] d, Village road 26 from Cha la, Cau Khol, Truong liit, Bau Uon [fto Ben Suc,

In such circumstances, the Z—VC_7 movements and supply willbe largely
hampercd and LDuong Minh Chau YWar Zone will no longer have its former importance,

22, liconomically:

As mentioned above, 90% of Tay linh population are Cao Dal followers., Most
financial and material resources are dircctly or indirectly contributed by Cao Dai
followers to "foed" Duong Minh Chau lase. These contributions will end once the
Cao Vai folloi:ers have legitimate reprusantatives in control,

ooyt rry e reiee

e g
-

23, Z—V0_7 Countering measures:

a. Strive to recruit more Cuo wail dignitaries into Province and Uistrict
Front Commit!ces and employ them to propagandize against Re-Armament and to cause
internal distension within Cao Dai ranks because the dignitaries have a considerable

~10=
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influenco on the followers. CDNF“] '
b. thmploy the armed forces of the Cao Dai group which advocates "Peace and
Neutrality" under Hajor Mding to propapandize apainst the Policy of Re-Armament of
Brigadier Goneral Tat (exiled Cao Dais.
c. lure the Cao Dai followers in the liberated areas by giving them more
lands and more freedom to do business as well as to make contributions to the Front.

d. Make VC armed forces study and implement properly the policy of "Cao Dai
Proselyting", respect the religious belief of Gao bai followers and help them in their
daily life.

III. PLAN OF ACTION OF C.56 IIGIMENT:

According to the Proposed Plan in late 1963, the C.56 Regiment Command Section ia
preparing to switch to the orfensive phase ngainst following main objectives:

31, On village road 13:

The main objeétive in Suol va post, vic XT.337576. If this post is destroyed,
the loc Ninh and Uon Thuan areas are considered by the VC as completely liberated and
they (the VC) will be ablo Lo extend Lhe Hoi loi base,

At present, the 3rd Battalion of C.56 hegiment and the "Duong t!inh Chau"
Main Force Company are assigned as blocking forces to pin down Suoil La post and to
secure the "corridor of activity" for friendly (VC) units.

32, On village road 26:

“he VO do not plan to secure any objective because RVHAKF forces in Cau kKhoi
district aro too powerful, Uo the VC have the 2nd [n. of C.56 Hegt. and Tay Ninh
Province Main Iorce Company exert a strong pressure on Dat Set (XT370424), Cay Cay
(XT.365430), Nam Hgon (XT.360435) and Xom Phau (XT320540) Strategic Hamlets.

.In addition, these 2 forces have the mission to limit the activities of Bau-
Don post and prevent its deep thrusts into Boi Loi area., If conditions permit the
elimination of Uau Uon post, the VO activities between loi Loi area and Duong Minh Chau
War Zone would no longer be hindered.

33, On National Highway 22:

The main objective is Trai Ui post, vic XT.115710. If this post is removed,
C.56 Hegt. will extend its control to Xom Vinh vic XT.065594, a densely populated grea
with abundant_economic resources to provide human, material and financial resources
to Duong Minh Chau war Zone.

IV, MEASUHG AGAINST AIRCRAFT, AIRBORNE AND HELIBORNG OPFRATIONS:

“(by the 56th Regiment)

~-11=
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T CONFIDENT.AL
41, Counturbattory: (IM '

Before_attacking a post, the Command vection of €.56 Regt. studies to see
which Howitzur / position Artillerx;7 provides fire support for that post.

Then, 2 8imm Mortars and 1 Protection Platoon are sent to a position 2 or
3Km from that Howitzer. A J-man cell with an AN/PHC.6 is also posted a fow hundred
meters from the Howitzer to observe and adjust the mortar fire.

When the post abtack bogins, the mortars stirt shelling the position of the
Howitzer to destroy it or prevent its crew from firing accurately in support of the

post.

42, Futhods ayminst heliborne operations:

In bivouac, the Command vection must reconnoiter possible landing zones for
helicopters around {(VC) unit location. IKor this reason all the open areas around unit
locations are planted with long and sharp spikes to prevent helicopter landing -

In addition, anti-personnel spikes are planted between these long spikes to prevent the
(RVNAF) troops from Jumping down from the hovering helicopters. Spiked trenches are
also scatterud in the area against those troops whio succeed in landing from helicopters.,

421, Firing at helicopters:

vhen unit location is detucted and Lhe helicopters are preparing to land,
all the (VC) Lroops must umploy the wcapons on hand to down them.

This method has obtained good results and now, in all VC guerrilla and
regular units, the troops are very fond of tiring at helicopters. i

43, ileasurces apainst strafings by fi;hiter aircraft:

subjuet comt'irms that so far, [hthe Ve have_7 no effuctive measure against
this type aircraft. The only thing thuy can do is to presorve the secrecy of their
locations und to carelully camouflaye houses, equipment, ete...

sach location is also provideu .ith trenches for defense against air strikes,

44, MHeasures against airborne troops:

sane ag measures apainst helioorne troops. HNo new method has been found.

V. Prtl5ONide ChklP OF "R", COVilt DuslGNATIUN B.4T:

Built in mid-kay 1962 near the source of Tonle river, about 2Km from the Cambodian
frontier, this camp is located vic XT580880. At that time due to the lack of personnel
in charge, Colonel L& Chdn, Chief of Political Bureau, also assumed the function of PW
Camp Commandant, There was only 1 US Serpgeunt named Farizette captured by I.4 in
Lal Thieu (7).and sent to this Camp. But after his interrogation, the PW was released
in July 1962.

-12-
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