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LIBERATION (BMY SVN :
CONG TRUSNG: 5 ' GUIDAMCE FOR HANDLING OF THE ENEMY
POLITICAL STAFF SURRENDERS AND PRISONERS OF WAR
B o Y ¥ T .

Our military vlctories have been becoming greater day by day, On
the battlefield, enemy battaliens and groups havo been completely dde-
troyed onc by one. Thesc facts have caused the enemy ranks to diqinto
grat more and mopre, The moralc of the enemy troops 1s very low.

Defection i8 widesprend among the enemy panks, Our past activity
phase, has shown that more of the onemy have been captured than killed,
For instance in the Binh-8dn battle thore were only 4 enemy killed but 21 -
werc captured,

In order to help cadre fully understand the pradtichl pointe ¢f the
policy concerning prisoners of war and surrenders.To strictly exccute it,
the following practical points have boen eufldned by the.pelitical staff,

1l,- Realization of tho policy:
The sense of the policy concerns attacking the encmy mora.ler

Efficicnt execution of the poliey is to oncrgetically partlciT
patc in destroying the vnemy resistance, in creating defeetion smong
them, Incffieient execution of policy is to ruduce oncself and distort
the prestige of the policy.

The policy consist of two sidest clement and stern, In general, on
the clement side the eneny surrenders and prisionere of war should not be
shot, beaten or dnsulted. They should be indectrinated, propagandized
and qivcn food, to provcnt them from working as servants, fighting for
the US troops and Thieu-Ki's henehemen,

Our clemency docs not mean that we haye to pity, caress, e threat theny
fairly, That should only cnuse them to defy our populace and 50ld1C, sy

Enengy prisoners'who have repented, revealcd and de¢lared the truth,
may be released gooner and helped by us for their meaps of livellhood,
On the contrary, encry obatinate prisoners who have purposely made false
statuncnte protcsted orders, or attempted to organize the escape ete.
would be punished by putting ther in ap underground cell or starving by
redusing their food to % ration; furthermore they aould be executed by

shooting,

While taking punishment measurces towards prisoners we have to show
reasonable pynishments to make other prisonors agroe with our judgments

2.~ Class;ficntion of prisoncrs pf war?!

It i3 needed to ¢lassify enemy capturod in opder to know whe
are prisoners of war, surrenders, officers, intolligcnec and security

N
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agents, psywnr cadre etc,

Surrenders are elements who have surrendered eanly or perhaps at
the beginning of the fiphting, they were properly controlled by their
officers, They surrendered when the opportunity arcae, They have .
revealed and pointed out the enemy positions, weapons depots, storages,
underground defensive positions, Re;parding these elements who are consi-
dered ns surrenders, they have to be treated kindly, given enough food,
untied etc,

Towards commandinz Staff, intelligence, psywar, security offiéei:s »
all of thom must be tightly tied up seperately, and properly changed over,

3.~ Tightly tie up, carefullsy blind fold!

All soldiers must always cnrry cord with them to tie up prisoners of
war, this i3 rlso a way to show our permrnent will to destroy the enemy;
Our decision ie that whcnever we engage the enfmy troops we will always’
destroy them completely, .

So, whenever we attack the enemy that meAns we nust take prisoners
thus we must have cord {5 meters of cord for one comrade) to tis ‘then up
Each prisoner has to bo tied tightly, each of oup soldier must know how
to tle, nnd use the modol number 8, Tie¢ them by hanging the hands over
the neck, Do not pity them, tie them tijhtly although they complain;
blindfold their eyes using their own scarfs er ‘

[' Page 2 of originnl-t.extj

shirts, Do not let them sce our withdrawal formation particularly our
KIA, Wik, wenpons and equipments, ilways beware of thew listening to our
convcrsc\tion,' and our Unit activities,

Cadre should be asslgned to take chorge bf keeping and controlling
eneiy officers and stitbborn soldiers, For examplo on the Bifi-Ban battle,
we did not pay attention to control; an enery licutenant colonel namedy Td
esgaped from us by hidding under a heap bf KIA, furttermore pn the Phdbe-
Binh battle, two encrmy cnptdilns alse escaped from us while thay were
es¢orbied to the logal area,

ber On the Spet investipgation of the enewy prisoners of war in

order to swiftly support the battle;

When enemy soldiers are captured during a battle, They should be
taken to the Political officer for,immedioke interrogation undor this

ci::!umtance. we can gain useful Information on the enemy situation. Thug, .

we can act accordingly.

For instance during a battle on route number 2 in BirRia on 3 February
1966, if we would have interrogatud the enemy prisioners of war on the spot

we eould have learned of the enemy situation and quickly made an. attack
on them, At a rubber plantation, the enemy possitioned 4 mortars guarded
by a company consisting of 60 members, Instead of investigating them on
the spob we escorted tb. the staging arean then investigated them thus we
had mis.;zd an oppertunity to attack and seizo their wortars; Furthermere
on the

and ‘instrumepts,

i)

tde~Lgng battle if we had awiftly interrognted the enwiyy prisgners
of wars, we could ‘have seized 4 cquipment depots, and A great deal of tocls
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54~ Bscorting of prisoners of war:

Unit commandes muet dhdectrinate their members to realize that they
are the victors, and the enuny priscners of war ore vanquised, they must
obey us, not be proposed, All of their previous actions mmust be allowed
by us.

Before essorting prisonurs of war, they mmst be preperly searched,
tied and Blindfalded, Insurc thei that they will begecure while moving
to our camps that they must obey qur commanders' orders, whilg ercoun-
tering air and artillery they must net run sway,: but obey drders, In
the event priseners #iee éur friehdly treéps méving, they must be led ty
another way; or they mist wait for the friendly, troeps to be gempletely
out of sight] dé not let them see our trobpa,

When reaching rest stations; whether night or day, all of them must
lie down, if they want to sit up) they have to be givep pemalssion allow
only one At 2 time to 8it ups When they have a bowel movement, they must
be led ono nt A time 2 or 3 prisoners are not allowed to have a bowel
movement at the smue time,

Under the gircumstanceswe gould not yet change prissnera over to
other friendly groups, we have to keep them far frou the blvouae areas )
beware of them listening to our conversations, others comrades who have
no funetdon, are.not aliowed to visit the prisonems place, .

- Forbid prisonsra talking together

+~ Before sscorting prisoners to other places, it is needed to beat
down the prestige of officers, do not let them contrel their soldiers,
Tell them that 2]l of them ~re our prisoners, not officers, The higher -

an officers grade the more crimep he has committed, they must be made

aware of this. ,
-~ None of them have the right to wear shoes,

- While prisoners are moving, we uust suspect, thelr purposed B50IpAn,
and warn thel on the spot,

6,- Operating proeedures to seize teuporari keep and chanze over

enenyy docunients,

Before prisoners nre escorted, We rust seareh thew one by one, record
their bulongings in A notebook them let know that, ALl important decuuwent
concerning military field nust be selzed, a1l their belongings aych gs wrist
watches, fountédn pens golden finger rings, money,..,will be feuporarily
kept by us, when they arc relceased, they w111 be given beu:kT

Proporly search for sharp tools sush as knives and lighters hidden on
them, Their docunents belongings rust be escorted with themselves to be
use in investigating and indoctrinating thew later on,

[ Puge 3 of original text_]

Al valuable documents concerning the enemy situation must be eybmitted
to tho Politieal Staff to support battles, Documents of US troope written
in Epglish must also be sent, to the Political Staff for study and trans-
lat,ntlonr
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- Take zood care of enemy film and send it to the Politigal Staff,
de not open movie cameras without asking for permission, because the
film c¢ould be ruined,

7.~ landling of enemy KI\ and WIi:

Enemy wounded soldiers are also considered as prisoners of war
: they must be concentrated in one place, If convenient, dress their
! wounds; there after explain to them the clemency policy of the Front’
i and give then our leaflets, give back their belongings, but seize thelr
weapons and equipment and then relcase them,

Wounded intelligence, Staff, psywar security officers nust be conm
contrated in a place and escorted to our base area,

~ Enony killed, if possible, we should arrange them so the enewy
c3n come and police up theif desd,

- Put leaflets jinto the pockets of deads ones.
- Pyt all belongings documents of dends into our booties,

f - Absolutuly do not to stab their faces shoot their bodies op
: selzc their Uniforms,

; 8, Handling of jmcrican and their scountry prisoners,

Lo not allow Jmerican and third country prisoners to broadcast on
radic stations or have press interview.,

- dnerican and third country prisonera arc war crlmipals and should
not be treated as prisoncrs of war, their Government has caused the war
and did not declare war,

But, the more we capture them the more we have a great effect on
the political field,

~ 5o, we must overcome all hardships to escort them to the fixed
place, .

~ They are afraid of dying, and try taq flee, Therefore we have
to absotutely heighten our vigilance, tie thom up tlghtly, usc the rodel
muiber 8 to tie theiw, by hanging the hands on the neck, unde their shoes}
do not care 1f their feet hurt, blindfold their eyes,

- While resting do not allow them to put on shoes,

1 ~ Whnlle moving do not permalt them to talle to each other; string
v them to each othery Wnilo resting tie cach of then at sach af a foot
tree, do not carry woapons while tymng them up.

They wmay be unticd to permit them to have a bowol movee
rent, it is required one untie them and one guard them, I gaardspuat be
absolutely attentiveo with a firing posltion, Let us show an example for
vigllance: / comrades of. the Unit, .

Wnile cscorting American prisoneors, htard one of the jfmenicane say
that " The fAnericans are very bdd, -the Vieimepes: are very good M,

L
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Qur comrade heard that, they thought that this iwmerican had a conscience
so they pnadd attention to him and allowed hém to weap shoes, They did | .
not tie him up tightly, nor blindfold his eyes, Because of ‘that, he

grabbed a weapon of one comrade and ran away, .s a result we failed in
carrying out stipulated operating procedunea‘ ’ )

On the contrary, some of our comrades have purpasely allowed the enemy
to escape, then shot at then, Therefore they did not have to escort the
enery, This happened because,comrades were afraid of hardships, Cohrades
st overcome their fear gf. hardships, Prisopers nust be spscorted to

fixed places to gain offects in thy politdcal field, Their rations were
not favored,

They should be treated as RVN prisoners , give them cooked rice, sven
if they do not want to oat, when starving they will oak it, Do not give
them any milk, or bread; when they get sick, give thon nedigal treatment
and ride gruel: Spue Units gave them wilk and bread, that is wrong,

[Page 4 of original text_/

Stubborn prisoners should be punished b standing in the sun be tied urder
the foot of a tree, kept in a ¢oll underground or starving,

The following are & nwiber of experiences in calling and eapturing

the enemy prisonersf

- While appealing fo the enemy, our positions were cxpossed, causing
the enery to shoot at us, Next time, when fighting do not call the enagy
defeated this is also wrong, We only =ppeal to the eneuy when we can domir
nate the situation, or wncircle then, We have to shout as followa o
oppress the eneny morale: "Do not resist any longer, it is hopless because
your are besieged" "Surrender or you will bs killed"; "Shoot at your offie-
cers and leave your ranks, you All will be kindly treated®; or "ilready
surrender, you will be sooner relecsed",

When ¢alling the cneny you should have o secure pesition,

When ossaulting you have to rewind each gther do not be afrajd of
being reovealed but dirwctly attack to press the enemy, When the eneny
surrenders it is needed to properly prepare, assign courades in charge
of capturing, supporting, Do not rush st the same time to capture themx

Beware of emeneryy grenade throwing when capturing, wé uust order then
to put down thelr amms, uwove to our indlcated place,”

~ Classify eneyy offjcers, and tie then wp earefully control, and
guard then,

Suppose we captured hundredsof prisaners  and have no pperating. .
procedure, In this case me should wmeet many difficulties, So we need
to anticipate and know the procedures in capburing prisoners, s

Based on this document, the political section will gulde al]l Units
carrying out,
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