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15 SUMMARY: ( C )

political iraining as tousht by the NVA 2d Regt in LAOS. The course of
instructlon included training in small arms, explosives, swimming,
infiltration, and political indeoctrination. Information is alse provided
concerning the training school to include location, instruetors, and
tralning procedures.

1. (C) Background Information:
a, Name: NGUYEN VAN TAN (NGUYEBENX, VEAN TAAN}, CMIC 2872-70Q
b. Rank: 8GT

¢. Position and Unit of Assigmment: Sqd Ldr; 1st Sqd, 1st Flat,
3d Co, 2d Bn, 2d NVA Regt, TRI TRIEN HUE MR

d. DPOB: 4 Jul 49. MU DIEN Vil, PHU VANG Dist, THUA THIEN Prov, KW
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e, Porents® Rames: Faiher, NGUYEN VAN HOANG {NGUYEENX, VEAN HOAW:),
ilving: Mother, PHAM TH1 10U {FAMV, THIV LUWWV), living ’

f. Circumstances of Return. Source returned to the National Poline,
PHU LOC Dist., THUA THIEN Prov, on 8 Dec 69, while on a reconnaisaance
miseion onn TRUOI Mt, PHU LOC Dist. Source had in his possession one
A-47 and three magazines of enme, Source returned because he atrongly
feared that he would ke sest 4o hio home area where he might be forced
t¢ harm his relatives, Als>. 3ource was homesick and dlscouraged
because rellglous devotion wan forbidden.

g. Signilisant Activitiva, Froam 1959 to Feb 68, scurce lived st
hias POB with his famiiy and worked on & farm. Source was forced to Join
the ¥C during the occupation of HUE City, on 4 Feb 68, He was sent t»
NAM HUA Mt, HUONG THUY Dist, THUA THIEN Prov, and was assigned to tha
Tth Tranaz Co. The mission of his company was to evacuate the wounded from
HUE City. In May o8. source received hasic training with the C-117 Co,
PHU VANG Dlat Unit, THUA TIIEN HUE MR. In Nov 68, the C-117 Co waz
sent L. THUONG LONG ML, st VG Dist. THUA THIEN Prev, for purposos of
rice promwrement., Sourcu was selected for sapper tralning in early
Jun &9, From 21 Jun to 27 Ot 69, source received sapper and poiifical
training in LADS., After the campletion of the course, aource was
aselgned as Sqd Ldr; lat 3gd, lst Plat, 3d Go, 2d Bn, 2d NVA Regt.

In Nov 49, hia unit lel% LAJS., The unit reached TRUOI Mt on 5 Dex,
Three days later, or. 8 Dec &%, scurce returned to the National Police,

h., Additionel Refercsnces: CHIC Exploitafion Guide, Annex A;
Map: LAOS, AMS Series L7015, Sheet o34l IV, dtd 1965, Scale 1:50,00G

2. (C), Training School of the 24 Rogh:

a. Genseral. Fram 71 Jun to 27 Oct &9, sourcs recelved sapper
and politicai training in a ochool under the juriasdiction of the 2d
Regt in LACS. The s:hool was lacated at {vic XD637113), near MUANG
NONG Vi1, There were thirty-four men attending the school, all «f
whom were VC. The first two weeks and the last week of the course
were devoted to polltical trainlng. The rest of tha time was spanl
on sapper training,

b, Prerequislites and Selection of Personnel. All sludenls were
selected individually: thers were no volunteers. Prereguiasites for
being solected for Lhe school were being in good health; being petween
the agee of 18 and 24, being over L5kg in welght, and belng over 1.53m
in height. Scurce did not, know <f any polltical or educatienal
requiranents., ALl studenis had undergone basic trainilng previously
and had to have an abilzty %o think and react quickly.

¢, Sapper Training. The majority of the time spent at the
school was devoted to sspper training. Students trained in small
arms, explosives, swimming, infillration,and ambush tactics,

(1) Small Ampa:

{a) AK~i{7. Source fired the AK-A7 six timas during
training. Bach firing ssssion lasted fifteen minutea. The reaaon
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for such a small amount of time spent on the AK-47 was that all of the
students had received previcus training with the weapon. ’

(b) B-4C and B-il ATGLs, Two weeks were spent training
on the B=-40 and B-41 ATGis. The majoriiy of this tralning was in the
clasgroam, studying the characteristica of the weapons. Only three
days were actually spent firing the B-40 and B-41 ATGLs,.

(2) Explosivesa. Three hours a day, for approximately three
woeks, were spent training with oxplosives. The tyms of explosives
used were C-i, AT-80, and T™NT. Source said that AT-60 was a dry
yellow powder containing & mixiuwre of C-4 and other types of explosives.
Ten days were spent training with C-4. For training purposes, the men
used 2008 of explosives at a time, The students constructed small
wooden shacks to bs used as targete. 51x men were broken down into
three groups of two men each, The first group would be used solely
as lookouts. The second ana third groups would approach the shack
from cpposite sides. One man {rom Lhe second group would toss a charge
of C-i4 through a window. If insuflicient damage was done, a member
of the third group wouid also throw a charge from the opposite slde,

The men trained with AT-&0' and TNT in the same manner. Mock underground
bunkers, 1.50m deep, were alsc utilized as targets., Students also
recelved instruction on what to do upon discovering dud munitions.

If a dud bomb was encountered, the men were instructed to mix the
explogive from the bomb with either C~4 cr AT-G0. They would then

make their own explosive Ly putting the mixture in a nylon bag and
using a No 1C fuse,

{3) Swimming. The students received one week of training
in swimming., Instructicn incliuded underwater diving, how to swim
keeping only the head above the swrface, swimming without making
nolse, and swimming with a 10kg pack. Stress was placed upon swimming
without making noise so as to awpid dJetection. Source atatsd that
swimming training was difflcult for the majority of the students.

(4) Infiltration. Students received three months of
training in Infiltration tactics.

{a) Equipment, During infiltration training, each
man carrled one AK-47 with 100 rds of ammunition, wire cutters, a
bamboo stick for mine detectlon, and 500g of TNT.

{b) Camouflage. During infiltration training, the
men wore only underwear and painted their entire bodies with various
colored paints according to the typss of terrain. They were taught
how to use all natural camowllage such as twlgs, branches, grass, otc.

(¢} Affirmation and Apprcach. The initial phase in
this area of instruction was affirmation of the target. This consisted
of determining the best me thod of destruction, avenues of approach,
and position of any obstacles and sentries. The men would approach
in cells with a 3m to 5m distance betwsen cell members. In open areas,
the students were instructed to proceed in zigzag patterns, crawling
and rolling as they acvanced.
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(d) Negotiating Barbed Wire. Upon reaching a barbed
wire obstazle, one man was given the responsibility of cutting the
wire, Aftor he had done 80, he would proceed through the wire followed
by hia cell members, If the wire was concertina, the men would dig
under it using their hands and a bamboo stick., In training, vines
were used as tarbed wire because there was no wire available., The
students trained on a cowrse 7n long containing five to seven wire
fences and fifteen to thirty mines,

(e) Mine Detection. In training in mine detection,
the studente would crawl =n their hands and knees probing the ground
with a bamboo stick., If iittie cover was avallable, they were taught
to crawl on their stomachs with thelr arms outstretched to the front
of them. Upon detecting a mine, the men were taught to deactivate
it by disarming the fuse, If a claymore mins was encountered, the
detonating fuze was removed and the wire was cut, To add realism to
the training, the mines contained a primer charge and if improperly
deactivated, the primer cnarge wouid explode emitting smoke. This
indicated to the individual thal. the mine had been deactivated
improperly.

(f) Attack. In the attack phass of instruction the
men were broken down into three teams. One team was deaignated as
the snemy and would cccupy the outpost. The remaining teams were
designated as A Force and B Force, A Force was further divided into
¢ells, each of which would advance to a predetermined point and be
in positlion at a certain %Yime given az H Hour. B Force was held in
reserve, A signal was given by the inatructor,and all cells of A
Force commenced fire. The [iring would last [ive minutes, After
firing ceased; similtaneously; A Force withdrew and B Force advanced
with the misslon of collecting weapons and PWs, evacuating wounded,
and securing the ares, [Hlanka were used during this phase of training,
The men were told that it was necessary for the attacking unit to
have twice the manpower sirength that the defending force had.

{g) Ambush. Concurrent with infiltration training,
the students received one week of training in squad-sized ambush
tactics. A squad was broken into three cells. The cells would
position themselves at strategic points: one cell each to the front
and rear of the ambush site, and one cell along the sids, A4s the
target came intc position, the front cell would open fire firet,
followed with fire from the other iwo cella. The ambush would last
ten minutea, at which tlme the cells would withdraw.

(h) Bridgea. There was ono week of classroom
instruction on deetroying bridgea. All of the instruction was in
the c¢classroom,but emphasis was placed on this subject by the
instructors. The men were taught to gswim close to the bank.making
as 1little nolse as possible. Upon reaching the bridge, the men
would disperse,and each man would a{fix a charge of C~4 to a bridge
support. Although source was unable to recall a set formula, he
did state that the slze of the charge was dependent on the size of
the bridge. The students werz told that when leaving a target,
they were always to proceed with bhe water current.
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d. Political Training. The men received seven hours of political
training every day for the first two weeka and for one week following
sapper training. The clasaes were conducted by CPT HOC (HOCV) and some-
times by the FO of the 3d Co, CPT HIEN {HIBENL). Subjects taught during
the first twoc weeks included Communist Pelicies, Marxism and Leniniam,
NVN Labor Party Policies, the Life of HO CHI MINH, Affirming Communist
Ideclogy, and Comparing the Provisory Revoluticnary Government with
the GVN. During the final week, the men held discussion groups and
received lectures by the PO on self-confidence and faith.

e. Training Schedule. While receiving sapper training, the men
trained seven days a week with no days off. The followlng is a
schedule of a typlcal sapper training day:

0600 -~ 0700  Revellle and exercises
0700 - 0720 Perscnal hygliene

0720 ~ 0800  Preparation for training
08C0 - 1200 Training

1200 - 1230 lunch

1230 ~ 1400 Hest

1400 - 1706 Training

170C ~ 1800 Rest

1800 - 1830 Supper

1830 - 2200 Training and review
2200 ~ 0600  Sleep

f. Trailning Facilities., In the classroom, two instruction
manuals were provided to each student. Book No 10 dealt with armaments,
specifically information concerning the characteristics and use of the
AK-47, B-i0, and B-41. DBook No 32 involved infiltration and included
material on cover and concealment, negotiating barbed wire, mines, and
attack tactics, The students epent a greater amount of time with Bock
No 32, Before training in a certain subject, equipment would be issued
which had to be returned upon completion of the training day. At the
end of the training course, each man was allowed to keep the AK-47
that he had been using during training.

g. Instructors. There were three main instructors at the achool;
LT NIEN (NIEENS) and LT TRUC (TRUWCY) conducted the sapper training,
and CPT HOC conducted the political training classes. Ths students
had the most contact with LT NIEN. Source stated that NIEN had previous
experience, but did not know how much nor where he had obtained it.
Also, source stated that NIEN was the most knowledgeable of the
instructors. All of the instructors were NVA and had a cadre member
as an asslstant.
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h. Training Procedures. The students received a fifteen-minute
briefing before training in a new subject area, The briefing was
usually presented by LT NIEN. After training in a certain subject,
oral and practical tests were adminietered. If an individual failed,
he was given more training in thal subject. There was a final test
in which students were tested on all material covered during sapper
training., If an individual falled the final test, he was given a
second chance to pass. If he failed a second time, he was transferred
to a different unit. There was no teating on political subjects.
Political training coneisted of discuseions held by the etudents and
directed by the political instructor, CPT HOG.

i, Training Site. Source identified (vic XD637113) as the
training site. (Interrogator's Note: Source was hesitant in
identifying the location and stated that he was inexperlenced in
map reading.) Source did not know of any other schoole in this
area, To the extent of source's knowledge, the 2d Regt ie still
located in this area. The 3d Co was the only unit to move to TRUOI Mt.

J. Opinion of Training. Sourc¢e stated that the couree was
difficult and strenuous, but the level of training and lnstruction
wae high. He gave much credit to the inetructers, particularly
LT HIEN, Source further atated that training was thoroughyand
each subject area was covered completely. His only complaint with
the achool was that he felt much of the time spent on political
training should have been spent on training in the field.

k. Barriers to Effectivenesa. Source ¢ould not give any
particular barriere to effectivenese. Morale wae high} there was
adequate food and ample rest. There was no major threat of alr
strikes or ground attacks.

(C) GCOMMENTS: Source was cooperative throughout the interrogation
and at times voluntesred information. He appeared to be of average
intelligence and was in good health, This report partially satisfies
the requirements of SICR U-UPE-U1657. Collection action continues.
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