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a. "'.Jee", (U) Communications Systems •. butt (UI' AV'O!'I'TI 

ot the 36th IIegt, 44th Front 

136.100 565.000 666.000 
58$.300 142.000 669.000 
16).000 111.000 
668.000 667.000 
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'" ..,PPROVING AVTMOIlI~ o--~.Q\ .. I:VAl..UATtolll toU"c« F '"trO"."1'tON 6 

T. $QUAeII' PW Interrogation 'r.H;' LEY 
LTC, USA 
D1r, liS Elm, flIIC 

(C) EVALUATIOII AND FURTHER GUIDAlICE IS REQUESTED FRflI USOO 
This report contains in! ormation pertaining to the cOllllllUnication 5Y5ta .... used 
bT the 36th Regt, 44th Front to include missions, activitie5, eqUipment, and 
personalities of the various signal organizations within the regiment l OOllUl'lO 

nets, equipment and accessory specifications, call signa, authentication pro­
cedures, frequeneie6~ tr_nsm1ssion times, radio team member responsibil1tie8~ 
and radio sites of the lSw and 2w radios; teleph.one arJi _saenger cQmmm.ca .. 
tions; a comparison of systems, aM tnaintenance and supply. Of interest is 
limitad information ooncerning the Crypto Sect, Military Statf, 36th Regt, 
ita activities; iC/NVA monitoring of Allied communications; and Morss code 
t.raining received by source in NVN. 

1--------- -------- ------ ----- -- -- ----- -- -- ---- ---- - - - - ----

~. (C) B""kgrOllnd Information. 

a. Hamo. 00 VAll ClI (DOOX, VEAN OONR), CKIC No 2796 

0. Rank. SOT 

c. Poeition am Unit of AaaiglllllOnt. Radio Operator; 7th Sqd, 3d Plat, 
Cola S:!g Co, 36th Regt, 44th Front 

d. RAI PIIONG 

Dil 
DIRNSA 
SAC . 
CINCPAC 
CINCPAC AF 
CmCUSARPAC 
COIIUSMACTRAI 
IIACJ2~-2 
I1ACJ2l)-1 
lIACJ23 
MACJ23.L 

lq 
loy 
loy 
.L 01' 
2 cye 
.Ley 
.L oy 
20T" 
1 cT 
.l.q 
~ 01' 
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e. P ...... te' H ...... Father, DO VAN AN (0001, VKAII All), d.ceal!8dl 
I!other, ro THI HI!' (0001, THIV HmrS), l1Ting 

t. CirCUllBtancea of Qopture. S"""ce vae captured on lh Sop 69, by 
"l_nb of tho 3d US lIar1De Diy at mIni TRUO!lll iil, illY IUXEII Diet, QUAIIO 
HAM Prov', RVlf, vb1le on a rice procu:naent adls1on. 

g. Sl&ntl'icant AetiTU1... Source att.Dded public school at hi. 10B 
trom 1955 until 1963. U •• r lea.-ing achool, 8O\Irc. worked at Ma !'OIl a. a 
cooperati ... famer. In Sep 66, .""ree va. dratted into the HVA and aaligned 
to t.ho 7th Sqd, 2d Plat, 7th Co, 3d Bo, 42d Regt, lIR-iU. Se re.eiyad one 
month or holli. tre1n1ng with tMs unit at. IUlIH MOl Diet, HU HUNO Prov, 1Mi. 
P'roJo I"" 66 to IIq 67, source re.eived training in Mor •• code and in the 
operat10n ot the 15v radio with the 930 Sillnal l'rain1Qg Bn (flUbordinat!<an u.nk) 
in BOAIIH 110 Di.t, Q1IA110 IINH pray. Upon ccropl.tion ot thi. tra1n1Qg, .ource 
va. prOllOted to Plc. bo. 15 May 67 to Jul b7, source ...... in.d at this 
on .aoual statu. Vbil. aveiting .. eu.ilI~nt. In Jul 67, source .... a."4:n"'11 
to tho 7th Sqd, 3d Plat, C-18 Sill Co, 30tb Regt, vhieh v .... located in 
Diet, ILl 'rAY Prov, 1Mi. In Jan 68 ,ource vas proaoted to CPl.. In Feb 66, 
the 36th Regt (aka 1016th Infil ap\ began infiltration to the 1Mi, arriv1ng 
in QUAIIO !WI Prov in aid-Mar 68. The 1016th Wll OJ> va, rada.ilInated the 
36th Regt and .. de II1Ibordinate to the 44th front. n.t-ing liar and Apr 68, 
per""",,el or the 36th Regt constructed a roed appro>: two kllometera long 
and five .ster. vide near A DllI (I!ontegnard) iil, unk Iliatrict., QUAIIG NAIl 
Provo SOIlroe did not know tho porpose ot the road. In earl;r !lay 68, the 
36th Regt elUbl1ehed a baee c&rlp in the aloe OHO TlIU Area, roy IUIIII Iliat, 
Q1IAJ1O !WI Prov. In.Aug 66, the regiment bullt another b .... CMP in the 
liON TAU bntaine, located bet .. een illY XUIIII Diet and Q1IE SON Dist, QUANG 
!WI Prov, RVN. _c ....... 1ned at tM, location vith the C-16 Sl& Co as a 
15.. radio operator until ha val captured on lh Sop 1>9. 

h. Additional Ref"""""... CHIC Iil<ploitation 0u1d., Jnnelc H; other 
report trOll! tMI 'ource 10 OllIe m 10 -e 029 lJ60 69 

2. (c) c......uu.cation Syat ..... of the 36th Regt, 44th front: 

a. Gen.ral. CeJlmmication vithin tho 36th Regt vas aainte1ned through 
t.he use or three S:Y~E*UI: radio, telephone, and nnmer~ Com'W:Ucatlon 
the 36th Regt and Ilkth Front va' aaintaloed hT 15 .. redio. 
IlUperY18ed and operated the... eyat...,e 1ncluded tho Signal Se.:t1.on,.1 
or the lIilitary statr. atbordinate to the Sill Sect. ....... the 
and three aignal platoone operating in IlUwort or the throe batta!10ns ... 1.or_1 
,l1nate to the 36th Rea t- (See LBC on page 11 .) The Sill Soct suporvised 
cOlaln1cation activ1t1e, ot the 30tb Regt except crypto act1vit1e.. The 
Sig Co operated communication net. bet .... n the )6th Regt and t.ho 44th front, 
and bet .. een the regiment and ,to subordJ.nate bat-tollone. The C-19 Co alao 
prov1ded 8Ilpply and aaintenanee tor all equipment u'ed 1n the reginent. The 
three aigna! platoano provided equipment. and operators to main!..1n c~:::~:;j 
tiona vitlnn the throe subordinate battalloM. All encrypt,on and dI 
or messages was handled b7 the Crypto Sect. Sourceia duties as a 15v radio 
operator 1ncludad _nication between tho 36th Regt and the 44th Front, 
and bet ... en tho reg1Mntal headquarter, and 1ts subordinate battalions. 

b. Organizat1on .. 

(1) Sl&nal Sect10n, Military Stetf, 

eONFIDEHl'I~L 
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(a) General. The Sig Sect. conslot.ed or tour _eral Sectl0 
Cbio!, 'relJlpbPne Comunlcatl_ As.1ot.ant., Radio Co_cat1_ 1.&l1ot.ant., 
and s.pp~ and llainte_e .l •• i.t.ant. The Sect.ion Chis! had general II\Iperv1 
.orr reepoDll1b1lit.J oyer all .ignal activit.i •• vithin t.hB reg1m.ent. IIa 
eneured that effective coD!ll.lnicatio1l8 were u.1nta1ned at every echelon, and 
that. 81fT _c1&1 muion. levied br t.ho Rest. 00 ver. properl;r clll"1"i.d out.. 
111. Telepbone ..... 1. vu respoMible for all facet. ot telephone oollll1ll1ll1caUo 
_ed on vith1n thB reg1Jllent. He organized MV telephone net., BI1p.:rvlO.d 
the 1.,1Di or talephone vire, ""d directed the op.ration ot t.he ""1... He 
alIIo requernd 81fT needed ",ppUe. and Ml.rIt .... nce aui_c8. Tbe Radio 
"' •• 1. lllpervieed both IS ... 1IJld 2v ,.adio activit1 •• v1th1:n the r.gim.nt.. H • 
• elJlct.d radio o1te. ""d superviaed their construction. organised radio net. 
and a_red that all redio. and acc •• ""rie. ver. in good operat1Di order. 
He received IIOntbl;r radio fraqucnc;r and can 81go achedule. tram t.hB 44th 
Front and dioHa1nated tho to thB veriouo radio squad.. Th. Radio I. .. t 
vaa aloo responaib1e for organizing and directing me •• enger oet. bet .... n the 
36t.h Hegt and ita aubordinate battalion.. rho IIIpply and Kaiotooance As.t 
ensured thet. all .ignal squ1pmnt and acce.oori •• um 1n the regiment va,.. 
in good repair and of adequate quantity. He requ.sted suppli •• from \he 
44th t'roat and di.tributed th"'" \0 t.he var1QU •• lgnal organization. in t.he 
regiment. 

(b) P.rsonaliti •• , 

Section QUar. s.. CPt IUNO (RANDY) 

lladio bet, LT TIfllj (THIliL) 

Telephone ABet, ASP TO (TUWL) 

a.pp~ "'aet~ ASP THI (TIIIV) 

(el ColS Signal Co. 

1 Organil"ltion. '!'he Col6 518 Co consi.ted of a cOlllpellT 
llaa<Iqaart.r. (tour "n), a ..... eng.r platoon (20 .an), a t..lephone platoon 
(20 ... 0), and a radio platoon (30 .an). The rad10 platoon contained t.wo 1 
radio squade (.:Ix ... n each) and tvo 2v radio .quads (eigbt m.n each). 

2 1Ii •• ion. The JUo.ion or the Col6 518 Co .... to 
eetabliah and aaintw intraregimental (ragilllental headquarters to battali 
bBadquarter.) "a.un1cation n.t.. and to prov1de cOOllllUl1ications .. 1th the hht 
Front. Ths ~ provided equipm<mt and personnal to operata th .... net.., 
ae .. ell a. tvo repaimen to perro .... III&1ntaoance on all signal equipment u 
in the regiment. 

DD .~;" •• 1396c 

l Quantity or Signal Equip ... n1a 

Two 10211 (lSv) radios 

10 talephcne. (dea1gnat1on "ok) 

Eight Jt-6J (2v) radio. 

E.lght battaries for the 2v radio 

Two hatteries for the lSv radio 

CONI'ID!!:IITII.L 
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(d) Si.gnIU :::Uwort. Plawon,3 _ ~~ur.~~ f S XtJ.U:d~::1gli (J1' th~) 
s1gn«l. platoon3 vhich eupport,P.Wl -,;hs thrfltoi! mJJ:"'l1'c':.ln~1",J lm.tHl11oU6 01' LhJ) 
Regt was vary lal.t4c1. Ea.:!l pl.;.~.-oon con.'1i;ste.~ cl {! ~y ra.d.t.o nq~n.a* a 
telephone squao ,l and a tnllr'3SEsnr,'!;;" ,squad, 'PGr,:iI)mH~l .u1d 6q11J.pmeOt. for 
COIIIIIIUrucatl.ons 1f'1thl.:o f:a~h b)\tt.ill~o!4 ""<?rf? {uT.'!ll.l!hw by the 6~n.s:t p16v'''n''~ 
1\1e to the l'a.et tbnt C>:'Jfi&ll.'\nlcllt1.0n t'!i. ... :~~n '("tl'r',~'l'H:;!l alld batt.IJ11-on 
b.eaaquarters wa~ the resp:")ili.il.tu.llty oer \~ : ",itt "(.~ tbl3 a1(Sn~1. ~UPPli~t ~ 
were not required. t.c prt'?!ute !'le.t;.'3~!rv_~~l or ~!'\ir.::'y,~"t ]_0::'" that ptrrj..,;!iCl. 

Maintenance B1lpport 1'O!' t;<he IS..i,.gnax p,l.~t<:)()n:.r: Ya~ l't:lXnl-£lhect by thfl' fJ .. 1U Co. 
All other a!J.IuDl.strat:t."..e :na~t"rs fc,'t' thp.! 31gl'VJl pla:·~r.ons werf3 haIhtled by 
the SUpportH batt.h.on."j~ 

, .. J Oe.'·lerll" ;Ju't' fx'< tID! fac't t.tJ.;alo $OUI'ce was not. d:LreCtly 
concernec:t nt.h Ci'JPt.o ~("·t: .. ",l:t.~e.l .. h., ~,;t r.~.n .. lJ.~a IlGGeSn to the cJ"1l.'· .. o 
bu:niter and had on.l.T l1a\tM ennt..Q:>\ ",1.':.\1 1.De: lIMmber$ oj t.his •• hlt.1Qn. 

&.tree's l1JJu.t.ed Jco;')VltiNglil (\1 tM Ci ... j"J')tO Se.e"t· ann ~tS aet'LVl.t.:.lea was obl,a,Jl'l" 
through oonver84'tl.OrnJ "f~th (ot.h':ll' Mr.tt',et"';5 or !u.fi .t'o.dto t.e&lJI ana troM 0<:01\,,,,,,,' 
a.l cont.act nth CI'l"Pto Pf;T3«1ooL 'rhe Cryp'to ;:)eel, lola6 subordlnate- to the 
Mill.t.ary stat!' Mel eon:!1,.!J.t~ 01' .t: .. 'l"'" parsonn~lla B.!t.t.l.on Clue1' ltrul rour 
ass1stan:t.s. 'fhlt8$ indx'r l.d:\t.alz: hinU:.fHl All e:v.-:'Typ't~oll ana ctecrypnon 01' 
mesaages ~nt b7 15v ract:lO. All m6'S53ge:e ffe::'e ~t. l.G a caGe COMl.st1ng 
of 1'our-nwtIber sets. Letters ~ n-':tV~l~ U,~(1 ~n "'Mae l!!;'tQes. Crypt? 
personnel used t. ... -o- sep.1J'.te boOkS .t"or enc.t:jt'Ptl.on and. oeCl'ypt.1.on 01 mee:sat;aG 
'fhe. books were f'urrushed by the ltl.lt.h Front. Sour>!e sta'teo t.hat. crypto 
personnel cna not. use a sU'e in oraer $a secure clasoi1:~ea ttocwnent.s and. 
Cl7Pto _term.. .each JaeR;ber or 'tM oBctl.On curl.eo s. clo'th packet in 
which be kiJpt. the ctoCUJtellta ana aaterUla for wluch be vas respons1ble .. 
1'he eJ'YPto bunlCer vaa l<:oCAt.'!c 100 met.era rr-om the 1:>v r4dJ.o 8t.&t~on ana 
aU uters from the Regt Q> &nQ lhl1t.8.l'7 St~r ~ The bunker cons18t.eQ '01' an 
un:terground rort.l .. heat.~on (YVer vmei'l haG been conStl"'Uctett a w.»den, 
hUt.. The bunker _as mclD"ett by a WOdiU1 l'enc:e upon vt:u.ch batt been plaeea. 
a .~n 4nQ~cat~ that the area was rea~~ctuct for unauthorlzed per80nnel~ 
S4:lcur~t.,. for 'the trunker vas P:OOVl<1W by a l~ __ CI 8ecur~t7 squaa wlu.ch 
S\JU'Cled the en~l.!'C!t t"eglJl'lent.aJ headquarters area~ Unae.r normal COnclltl.OM$ 
most eneryp~ion and QecI"1P~1on ¥aa pe~lormea l.n t.he ~hatche<1 hut, ~le 
the ~rground bunker wa~ utuJ.'eeO .!,'jT sletep1ng. Messages vere C&rr'1ed 
by rumer from the crJPt-:- l.JI).:"!kel' '(.>;"> Lhe Regt; Ct' aM t;he 1511' r3A1l.0 Site. 
':'n t-hal event a. tr~!l.c-1--::rJ HaD !'t:'J.:t!lyell b7 the 15v raClio tea vh1ch t.he 
cr,ypto ptJrsoNi!ll vere n~)t" ;f,"~ t:i rlI£.CT;;:pt, one or two erypto personnel 
':- ) to t.he rnct,H! Sits and ~qul,!t1 a ret,ransmi'81on~ In this rraanner, they 
\-~f.:rp. able t.~. perfol'1l'l ,'.c:;"):pi.Jon '.\f tni1 mef:~e and 1.801at.e t.he error~ 
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'lihon Il 15 .. radio team vas attached to a aubord:1nato battalion or the Joth 
Regt. tor long-range con.rut\1.cat~t;;n (t')ver 2SJanJ, 8 two-un crypt.o team 
accompan1ed the r&CU.o team in order to peri'onll the neeoass..ry encryption and 
dec:rn>t1on or .... uge •• 

(b) PwSon.u1 u ... ~. 

Sect1~n Clu..n LT TIWIlI \ TIWIlI) 

" •• ist.ant, A.SP TlllllH \ TlUlIH) 

Aso1stant. ASP HUY \!lUI) 

Assistant: k8l'lfi!l tank t.o source; this ind1v1dWll was 
assigned to t.ho 8~ct1on several weeks pnor to 8ouree 1 8 lXlC. 

(1) 15 .. Radio. 

(a) Commo lIets. Colmuunication with the With Front ..... 
aint.a:i.Ded. through the use or 3. l5v radJ.o, vtuch -was opera1.ea .fro. a 
penwlent radio station located at the JOt!! Regt Base Camp. Also, opera_ 
tional n8cessitT oceasionally requ1rea t.hat a J.!,v racno tab be assigned 
to a suoord..1.nate battalion in OroaT [,0 maintain COlMIlrucatioru; with the 
reglJlental CP.. The 2v radio, vlucb vas nomall.r use(1 l·or battalion to 
reg1..Jnerlt cOllDllJli.cations, had a m8Xl.1l'lUJJl t.ransm1ttl.llg range 01' lSlott. Opera ... 
tiona conducted at greater diet..n;:ea required the use of the 15v radl.o. 
(For a sketch of t.he ra<1io nete. lee page XI • J 

for reception 

! Tranaceiver# 

11_. lO~E, 15 .. 

Count.ry or Or~1n1 GQl!KUII~sr CIll.NA 

Frequen"1 Rangel 2300 t.o l~OOO kllOC1cles 

Number of Bands' '!'hree for tran8mi8sion ar1(1 three 

Kods oJ: Operat.ion' Voice, (}( (Korse) 

Powr lAIt."" t., 15 ... t 10& 

Power Soares' Hand powered generat.or or batte17 pack 

Tranmn •• ion Range: lOOOkJo (sic). The 15 .. radiOS 
used in source's UD1't vere eeveral year,; 014 and bad a maxim" range of 
apI'''''' 700km (siC). 

Weight, Approx 5Ykg 

2 Anteml(\.. The 15v radio bad tvo invert..ecl ttL" wire 
antennas, vhJ.cb veri strung up frOJll the radio apprO% .even meters and out. 
in opposit.e directions lb rad1o. The 
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antenna v1re COnB.iBted ol meny st.rmU3 of bro\ftl l'I'let.al nre covere.i 111 th 
dark yellov plaatic.. 'rhe >9.nt.ennas wre. stntIlg lJt a tall stand or trees 
af!'crdtng conceal.aent from aerial obsf'rvat:ion .. 

.3 Power Sources. Wlu1e in HVII, and ror a .hort time 
inflltrating to tlle"1ml. persom.l in sour<.e'. unit "sed the 1)..81 (!Xl volt) 
batt.ery paCk to paver the 15v radJ.o receiver. Tb1s batt.ery pack was 
speclflcally lllade for use nth the lU2E recelvor. However, resupp)y or the 
1lo81 battery pack bec .... increll6i1l81;r dllf~eult ~n the RVII, and """'bere of 
source's unit were finally forced to 1I1provi8e a I!Ubstltute ror the pack. 
'I'hi. waa accomplished with a ser~es of four cubes, each of which contalJtad 
13 x 1.5 ...,It "T1indrical M~terle. (Bi •• unit). 'file .... rour cubes of hettel'­
iss vere obta1nsd 1 ...... a dlSNnt1ed battery pack of tb<l type used With tho. 
2w radio. To tile four cuheo "ere added elght 1.S volt, al ... 'do flashlight 
batteries, which "ere connected ln parallel for added life. 'I'ho.e he·.t''''''.'1 
cOIlld bo r-urchaaed in the RVN, The total uutpo.tt 01: this pack " ... 7':1.5 
Source stated that vhil~ tho 15v radio receiver normally operated on ':/0 
of power, tb<l iJlprortsed battary pack provided eur1:iclent power. At le •• t 
65 volts lfOre raqQired to operata the l5w radio receiver. The iJlprOVised 
battery pack .e1glled approx three kilograms and had on .stilnated 11fet1 ... 
ot one =onth. A eeries of nine 1.5 volt, 81ze ad- flashlight batteries 
provided pOlfer to light the panel of tb<l radio. rhe Gl;1.com 6S generator, 
which vas used to power the l~iw radl.o tranSllll. tt.er, had an output of approx 
050 volts. Source atatad that tb<I IS" tranBleitter require<! appI'O.lt Q20 
to operate. 

(e) 'l'ranem.861oll f'roceaurea: 

1 Call S1l!tIII and Authent~caUon. !lonthIT frequency and 
call, aign sehedules-tor the 15" and' 2w radio. "ere sent to the 30th Regt 
1: ..... the With Front b;r runner. l'he Rad,o Aa., of the S1l! Sect received 
the"" schedule. and vas responsible tor dlsseednat10g them to the various 
radio t_ in the regUoent. Mob 15v radio station vae ••• 1gned dal1;r 
pr1mIiry and secondary call signs, a claytime receivill8 frequen"T, and a 
n1ghtt:lae, or alterna~e. rec81~ l'requon"T. 'rhe schedule inclUded 
d1f1:erent call s1gns and fraqQencles 1'or each dq of the month. Call signs 
alVQy'B consisted 'Of three-letter groups.. Ulr1ng tranalll.88ion, a priJaary 
call 81gn .... used to identif;r the transmittlng statton and a secondary 
call algn to l<ient1.t'y the reCe1.YlllS station. !o'or example, when station "Atl 

trttnDJDitted to station "Bit, the pr1mIiry call sign of statton -AU and the 
seconda.r7 call sign 01' ltation MB" were used. However, when station 1tW' 
acknowledged the tr&rullllission, the pr:iJlt&ry call sign of station "S" and 
the secondar7 call aign of stat10n "A" lfOre used. (See chart of call s1gna 
and frequenCies and explanation thereof on page lJ .) This ..,..t ... of 
alternating call signs provided an effective mean. of radl0 tranBm1Bs10n 
authentication. Ho other authentication aystem was used by source's unit. 

2 Frequencies and TransMission TimeS. The 15w radiO 
had three bands; 2!Oo to )200 kilocycle., 3200 to 5200 kilocycles, and 
5200 to 12000 kilo"Tc1es. 'I'ranOll1.sions conducted by the J6th Regt vere 
normally inclu<led in the range of 4000 to 7000 kilo cycle.. Both the da.101rod 
(0700 to 1900 hours) and the nighttae i'requencu. wre chall8ed da11;r •• 
spoctriad b;r the With !>'ront in t.he lIICnt.hly 8chedule. If interference .... 
detected dur1r:lg a usn_ssion, the alternate frequency- was used. It 
interference vaa again detected on the alternate frequency J the 4Uth Front. 
operator tranBll11tted a now frequenc,' to the Jt>th Regt by code, broke COl,ta,ct 
and reopened the net on t.he nev frequency. Communication t.imes between the 
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&!.th Front. and the 30th Regt varied d>dly, but nomally were trom 0800 to 
l200 hours. 

(dj Personnel. A 15v rad10 team eonS1sted of SiX personnel; 
three generator operators; two radio operators; and 8. atatton chief, who 
was the senior operator. The at.at.1on etu.e! was llOnnally a senior 1400 and 
the most proficient operator on the team.. Source stated that he was tho 
least okilltul operator on hi. team, averag>ng approx YO words (ale) per mil' lU\:<'1 
with A manual key. The best oJ:"!rator on his team was the teUt chief I 
averaged IIpprox 1)0 words (sic) per minute. All radio operawrs had rec:ei1,e4 
train.1ng in HVN siJl11ar 1n length and content to the training received by 
8OI.1rCe. However. be vaS" unable to provide further details pertaining to 
the training of the other operatore. Generator operators were ulfantry 
perao""el without. .ignal training ot allY t.ype. One ndio operawr and one 
generator operator were eufficient to operate the station at one time. 

(e) Had10 &t<e. In Aug btl, the 30th Regt established a base c_ in the !lOll TAll MOIIntal.lI8, between wt XlItllli UI,.t and QUE SOli Dlot, 
QUAIiJ !WI hoT (exact location unk). A sit<e 1nside the reg1ment<el b ... e 
c""Il Cor the 15w radio .t<et1on was selected by the Chie!' oj' 5ig 
MilitarT 5ta!'t. The .tation was located approx 100 meters r""", the JUU1""'lf 
Sta!'t and Regt llQ bunker.. The area surrounding the station wae covered 
with tall trees. which were necessary for concealment from the air and for 
str1ng1ng the antenn.;l.s. The stat10nts bunker consisted of an underground 
room (3m X 2m x 1.5 .. ) covered with tvo layers ot logs (200m each) and 
1= or dirt. A wooden, t.hatched hut (5m x 3m x jm) was constructed on 
top O'f the bunker.. The radio was located underground for protection from 
air strikes. The wooden but .. bov. ground lias ut.l.lized by the six members 
0'1' the teu tor aleep1ng and other purposes, when thq vere not on duty ~ 
There were no fences or barbed wire around the -bunker, although the area 
vaa considered "stri.cted~ The bunker vas guarded by the reguent.al 
headquarters' security 6quad~ 

(a) Conto Nets. Source's experience as a radiO' operatO'r 
vas liaited to the 15v radio, and he therefore was not able to 
detailed info1'lllation pertal.ning to the 2w radio and 1ts u... Intr • .,.e'l!:iJmOl,tju. 
c~nicat10n was lIIa1nt.alned primarily through the us. of t.he K-oj 
A 2lf radio station located near the regimental CP aerved. as net control, 
nth each battu.ion CP adding another station to the net. A 2w rad10 team 
trom the C-18 S1g CO was attached to each batLalion in order to maintain 

th.1S COIIIUn1cation.. Intrl.batta11on c01IIIIUnication 'Wu the .~~::~~:t::~:~~,:"r8 or each signal support platoon~ When bivouacked or in a base camp) 
and runners provided cotapany to battalion cOIIII'Nnication. 1JU.ring 
O'perations, a 2w radio tea rrom the eigfUll support platoon vas lluJs1gned 
each subordinate company CP in order to maintain radio contact w1th the 
bat.tal10n beadquarters. l:O!taUs pertaining to the ... radio nets were unlknc>wj. 
to eO\lrC8. {FO'r sketCh or the radiO' nets, see page lh. > 

(b) Equi"",ent. 

N...... K-<>J, 2w 

Countr;y of Origin: Unk 
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IIwober ot Banda: One tor recei .. 1ng and O:lle tor 

IInde ot Operation. Voice, Cir (liar ... ) 

Power Output: Two vatts 

Power Source' Batte'7 pack 

Ant..,.,... Wire and sectional whip 

TranSllisaion Range: .Appro" 10km vith 1I!!ip &ote"",,; 
2SIao vi th vire ante""" 

lIeight' Approx 2lkg 

2 .Ante.,.,..s. This ra<ti.o vas used vith either a vire or 
sectional whip anteiina. The wire antenna consiated ot one wire approx 20 
""tors long which vas strung between tIrO tall tree. approx 1$ IIletera abo~ 
the ground. The vire va. concealed by the thick vegetation 01' the area 
in vhich it ..... strung. The vire vas slightly .lIIaller in di""",ter then tha 
used with the 15w radio and vas 01' the Ulne color. The sectional, whip 
antenna consisted ot five Bections wj th fiife pieces of Mt.al flal"'tl:d out at 
the top. The anten .. "l& reached a length of 1. S lflPoters when tully ex.tended~ 
It was approx two C'entbwLers in d7.aMier at. t,hf: base and vas tapered 
tows.rd the top. 'fhis nnt~l'I'a Waf, ni>t K'd1iied Ul any vlq and there vas no 
a~t&mpt .. de to comoui"age it. 

) l"over Source'", This set. ut1l.ized a replaceable, dry 
cell battery pael< lIb:;.ch ooul~ be obtained only in NVK. The counw ot 
manntacture 'Io'a:)' unk to source. The batte17 pack consisted ot three series, 
ee.ch ot which vas c{lI4poeed of a different ttpe or battery. Series "A" 
cQnauted or 8i7~ CUb~lS, in ell~h ot which were 13 x 1.5 volt, cylindrical 
batteriee~ Series -B" conaist.ed of 12 x 1 . .5 volt, rectangular batteries. 
Series "en consisted or thrft I.$' "Volt., cylindrical batt.eries, which were 
a different t,n- t.han those used in series ttAtI. Source was unable to 
accuratelT describe tho exact 8i ... of these difterent types ot batterie •• 
Swrce did not knov why this .pecific contigUfation of batteries vas used. 
The total output of this batte'7 pack vas approx 140 voltB. Tho pack 
..... ured approx (22"'" X 150m x Scm) and weighed approx four ldlogra.... Tm 
est.imated lifet:lJoo at the pack vas three monthe. 

(c) Translll1esion Procedures. Transmission procedures for 
tho 2v rlOiio were sildlar to til""" ot the lS .. radio in that the s_ .ystem 
ot al temating prililary and •• oond~ call Big"" was used to aut.honticate 
radiO transmissions.. However, call sigcs used with the 2w radio consisted 
otthe n ..... or large cit.tes in HORTH and SOOTH VIETIW!. All st.ations in a 
net tr8llllldtted and receiwd on the same frequency. A nightt:lJoo, or 
alternate frequency. vas used at. night, or in cue interference v'" detected 
duri,,!! tranalll1e.ion. Thes. call signs and frequenCies vere dieseminated by 
the 44th Front in a monthly schedUle "hich designated different call sig"" 
aI'kI frequencies tor each day of the ITIOnth. Tta 2v radio transmissions were 
alv~ voice and vere never coded. 
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(d) !IioceUaneous. A 2w radio te .... consisted of two per­
sonnel; one who carried an:l operated tl'» radiO, am ore who carried tm 
battery paek. Both iadivid"Gls were trained in the use or the K-63 radio. 
The 2,. radio otation .. lIS located approx ~OO ... ters frOJll the 36th Regt CF 
l!i~itary Stafr bunker.. It COMisted of the ._ type or "n<!erground bu,lire:rI 
ard wooden hut as the 15,. radio station. Oruy two individua1S ""1'8 
to operate thia station at 0'"' UI1J3. Whia on operatic"", the 2w radio was 
normau.y .located. in too oche.l.O!'1. command post. 

d. Telephone and Messenger COl1ln\unicatlons. Teiephone .ll00S were 
maintained pennanent..,y in the regi"'nt .... baoe callp from tIE IIllitary Staif 
bunkers to tbt Re,ar Servlc9 and PoJ.iticaL Staff bunkers. Teiepl'loncs were 
utl,lized. bet_en t.he Jbth P.egt C.t» 400 subordinate battaLions only if the 
battalions were .Located closer than five kl1ome~rs. A Chicoll'l D."itchOonrd 
(designation unk) was used for a short tie after the regient arrived in 
tb3 ltVN. However, it was dostro~d during an engagement.. Thereafter, each 
it... was monitored by a separate telephone at _ Military Staff. No codes 
or call signs were used for telephone comnmnicatioos.. (For 4 BkBtch of tte 
telephone nets, see page 14.) Messagos carried by runrers VQre lll."Ver CO<leo.1 
Each ness age was ass:igmd til classification; however, source couLd not pr'OVl."" 
deta1.1s pertaining 'to these cJ.af'sificatlons.. Source kMW of no special 
training given to It'eBsenceru, who usua.1.ly were regllJ..ar infantry personnel 
selected as runners .. 

Et. Comparisons.. Source emphasized that his experience with te •. l;;.~:;;;~i;;~~ 
messenger, and 2w radio coJlUllWlicationa was too limited to allow an aJ 
the and completely accurate co",parlson of tho different system.. The 
radio was capable of tran9m.itt.~ l.nforrnat1on very quickly over great dis .. 
tances, am. the use of c0d9s made: it difticul t. for Allied personnel to 
obtain uaabJ.e infol""lftation from Ve/NilA transm1ssicna.. Disadvantages of tm 
151< radio :lnc.Luded its ousceptibility to jOllllll:lng alJl :Interception, am t.te 
fact that its sell'li-perman.;::nt .location. made lot e.asy 1.0 be pinpointed by 
Allied radio detect1Qn equipme:nt ~ Source had only naard that such equl.p .. mj' 
existed and was unabJ,s t.o provide furtlEr details. Both telephones 
~esengers went very secure means of codtun1catlon~ HO'We1ter, laying tele­
phone l.ines vas difficult arxt t1Jle corwu.m.iJ:tg i n."¥1 11E'5sengers were extre~ly 
sl.ow if great distances had to be covered. 

f. Haintenance and Supply. Two maintenance ""r,an""l were .... igned to 
the C-.l.8 Sig Co HQ. TIEs. repairmen were ..,ll.trat...d (deta110 of training 
unk) and were able to maintain all of the regiment· s signal equipment in 
o""rating order. Supplies ard spare part. wore requested [rem the 44th 
Front by radio lind delivered by run ... r normally within three or four da,yo. 
All .igna.l supplies wre easily obtained and or adequato quantity. Radio 
operators MYel" perforned maintenance on ttEir equipment ottEr than to 
ex.terior surfaces. 

3. (C) Additonal Information. 

e. Slgna.L Trainirlg. FrOIll Kov 66 to II"" 67, 80 .... ce received trainitg 
:In !lor ... Code and in the operation of the lSw radio wJ.th the 93d Signal 
Tra»t1ng Bn (subordination unk), in Ha.NH BO DiBt, QJAI«l NINH Prov, NVN. 
During each eix-JIIOnth cycle, a total of approx 200 trairwes divided into 
classes of )0 irxliV1duals each received this training. Trainees learned 
how to operate the .l.5,. radio during the first month. The remaining five 
JB:)nths were used to practice sending ancl receiVing l'!eBsageB in Horse Code ~ 
Each CJ.assrooa COJl.'!listed of individual desks nth manual practice ke;ys 
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'Were connected to a central control desk or sWit.chboard. Instructors were 
able to ... nitor each illlillidual desk and thereb)' ..,ea •• the trainees' Pl'>gl""'''s, 
On •• ""ral different oo.88ioM, tho traineea ... ro giv." t.ho opportWlity to 
trllnSmit and receive practice .... sage. all t.he 1,,, redia. Instructors at the· 
signal school. were all North VietnanH5e. Source Willi unable to recall the 
names of bis iQBtructors or otmr mentters of his training cycle, am their 
present situation WaR unknown to him. Personnel in source's clus were t.old 
b)' the ins1;ructore 1;hat upon co",letioD of tho cour •• t. he)' vould 00 .. nt to 
various units in both lIORTH aIJI SOOTH VIETNAM. Thoy .... '" alBo told tnat the 
training they received would enable them to operate not only the 1,,, redio, 
but alBo the SOw, 100 .. , and lSOw redio.. Further detail. pertaining to the 
redios ,.,",, unk to source. Source had never heard of an)' specific signal 
schooll or courses otlBr than the 0113 be attended. 

b. l!onitoring Allied Collllmlnications. Sour .. had heard from other 
JlBmbers of biB ts ... t.hat two English lingUists equipped with US PRC-IO ra.:lie,S 
""re asBigrsd to the Hili tary PrOBe lyting Section of the Foli tical Starf, 
Regt. These individual • ..,nitored US and ARVN radio transmission. in order 
to obtain tactical information pertaining to Allied operations. Source wa.s 
unaware of the results of the operations of tmse persont'J31. On two occa .. 
sions, the 36th Regt received prior warning of AJ.lied operations from the 
Front. The ""thod used by the 44th Front to obtain this information was 
to .ource. The worn1ngs .... re co_nicated to the 36th Regt by ISw redio 
•• veral da;ys prior to tho Allied operation. In Ma;y 69, the 36th Regt HQ hed 
tsmporar11y """,ed from 1ts baee o""'P to DIEN TAN Vil, DlEN BAlI Dist, QUAW 
HAM Prav in preparation for an opera.ion in that area. The regillBnt was 
informed by the W,th Front that four battalion. of US and ARVN troopa ""re 
planning to collluet a c",ntsr-operation against the 36th Regt within .even 
da;ys. The regi .. ",!; vit!>:lrew to 1ts base C!Illp area and suc"" •• full;y avoided 
the A.Llied Forces. In Jul 69, sou.rce's radio teazn was asSigned to the Jd Bn 
in order to maintain redio co""",nicatiQn w1th the 36th Regt HQ during an 
operation con4u.cted by tb! battalion.. While with the battalion, source 
learned that the regillBntal baae camp had heen attacled and partially 
destroyed by Allisd Force. in earl;y Aug 69. ao""ver, the 36th Regt HQ had 
avoided the attack due to prior warning it receiwd fro .. tha 44th Front. 
regi ... ntal heed'luartsrs withdrew to an unk location in the HON T~ Mountairus 
until the attack "as over; artsrwhioh the regimsnt returmd and rebuilt tho 
base camp. 

(C) COI!Ml!llTS, Source demonatrate~ attentive"" •• and .inoerity throaghoot 
tho intsrrogation. Se .... re1 minor discrepancies wre uncovered through 
oontroJ. q .... tioning which sour .. attributed to hi. lack or knowledge md 
experience in that particular area. Swrce'. km"ledge of 1,,, redio 
operations was fairly detailed; bowver, he was oonsiderably limited in 
information pertaining to the other ""peets of signal communicatio"". 
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1~8lIIi1o or tho monthly call s1gn frequency schodule. (l$w radio) used by tho 
and tho 36th Regt, provided by tho 1nterr"llator to U1uotrate tho 

linfor,...t10n Iurn1ehod by Capt1 .... DO VAN ON, OOC No 2196 (DOl, 14 Sop 69) 

DATE UlIIT PRIMARY SECONDARY DAlTllE *NIGIfl'TIIE 
GALL. SIGN GALL SIaN FREQUENCY FREQUENCY 

1 BIN Jan 
1910 

HLlI 

2 
SRP Jan 

1910 
IUW 

EX.AlI!'lB • 
deYti ... hoUl'S on ! Jan 10, tho 44th Front transmits to tho )6th Regt 
.frequency of 441) ... gacyc1 •• in tho following manner. 'XPS, this is 

(this transmission i. in ClI, not ...,ice). Tho )6th Regt returns tho 
call, transmitting on tho frequency or 4010 in tho following manner. "FEM, 
this is 1ILlI." 

* At n1ght, or in ca.e interference is encountered on tho dayt1Dl! frequency. 
tho n1gbttinlo frequency is used. If turthor interference is encountered on 
tho alternate frequency, tho 44th Front operator deo1gnatee a different 
frequency in code, breaks contoct, _ sol reope"" tho ... t on tho ..... frequency. 
(Interrogator's lIote. This chart .. as not provided by source .. a representa­
tion of tho charts used by tho )6tb Regt. Tho chart is provided by the 
interrogator as on aid in understanding tho "",thod or alternating call signs 
and frequencies used by the )6th Regt.) 
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B ..... camp telephone DOt of the 36th Regt, as provided by Captive 00 VAN ON, C1UC No 2796 
(OOI: 14 Sop 69) 
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~, Telephone line 

.. Distances under five 
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