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Intelligence is a simple and self-evident

thing. s an activity it is the pursuit of u

certain kind of knawledge; as a phenam -

enon it is the resultant knowledge.
Sherman Kent

eriodic

&

The line of demarcation hetreeen friend
und foe...passes a nanphysical, often
idealogical boundary, wehich must however
I)r expressly delincated if we acant to reach
".'¢'3 the adversary and to defeat him.
Roger'iringuice
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During the Korean and Vier Nam “war<” captured American soldiers were abandaoned
to their fate by the ruling clite (who consider us peasants anyway) and their Starred
Toadics who were too concerned about making their nexe star to give adama about the
fate of their men. When next you read or hear a Starred Mouthpiece coa about America’s
“Partnership for Peace™ with the Soviets, or "détente” with the Chinese, or
“understanding” with the North Koreaos, or “normal relations” with the Vietnamese,
keep Mr. Douglassacticle in mimd. Then ask yoursel£: T he chain of command demands
our trust—Dbascd on what precedent?” IS\IBI

The single most basic principle of
personal honor indmericasarmed forees is
neverwillingly to leave a fellow serviceman
behind... Somethiug verv real happened ta
cach of those brave meu, and our conntry
awill not be at prace with itself until we are
motully certiin we hatve done allwee could to

j:mlanl what.
Report of the ULS. Senate Seleat

Committee aon POW/MIA Affairs,
January 25,1993

ver the past (our vears, the cf-

forts of many years work by

familics and friends of miss-
ing American POWshasbegun to hear
fruit. Numecrous researchers have
combed the files and isolated critical
and revealing information. Two Senate
committees have helped declassity in-
formation and focus yet additional at-
tention on the problem. Individuals
with special knowledge have come for-
ward and shared that knowlcdgc While
much more work remains, the conclu-
sions that have begun to emerge make
the search now even more real and ur-
gent than ever before.

We now know, without question,
that Americans, bothmilitary and non-

MUISt countries; spcrilh‘;lll)’. to the
Soviet Union and China.

Subsequent etforts ol our govern-
ment to learn what happened o miss-
ing American servicemen have been
and stillare dominated by duplicity and
incompetence and by efforts 1o hide or
sabotage information and stonewall ef-
forts to obtain information that con-
firms the abandonment of American
servicemen and the possibility that
some are still alive,

There have been a steady progres-
ston of live sightings of American
POMW/MIAs in Southeast Asia since
1973 and continuing up to the present.
Unforunately, VLS. intelligence effores
to pursue this and related data can
hardly be called serious: rither they
have been characterized as naive,
negligence, and criminal neglect.

Beginning three yearsago, astrange
set of circumstances led the Conserva-
tive Research Center to begin its own
investigation into the POW/MIA
problem. Years car-

gross

military, were left be-
hind following World
War I, the Korean
War, and the Vietnam
War, Hundreds were
abandoned in Viet-
nam and Laos, thou-
sands in North Korea,
and tens of thousands
in Russia following
World War Il

In each casc, there
awas clear knowledge

Hundreds were st had
abandoned in Viet-
nam and Laos, thou-

sands in North Korea,
and tens of thousands uryintelligence doc-
in Russia following y =

World War I1.

licr, a member of our
learned
about some special
experiments  con-
ducted on American
POWs by Russianand
Crzechostovak mili-

tors during the Korean
When the
POAW/MIA search

efforts gained public-

that American men

were being left behind. However, lor
reasons of “political expediency,” U.S.
government officials at the highest level
chose toignore these men and deliber-
ately misrepresent the situation to the
American public.

It also increasingly appears that, in
direct and known violation of interna-
tional law, hundreds of American
POW/MIAs were moved from Korea
and later Vietnam/lL.aos to other Com-

ity three vears ago, the
potential significance of this informa-
tion surfaced and we decided to return
to the source of the information. What
the source had to say was shocking —
not only because ot its clear refevance
to the POW/DMIA search butaddition-
ally because ol efforts of elemcats
within the ULS. government to discredit
the source (without even knowing what
the source had to sav) and to suppress
his information.
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Thesourceis Jan Sejna. General Ma-

jor Sejna was a high-ranking official in

the Communist Party of Czechoslova-
kia and the Czechoslovak Army prior
to his defection to the United States on
February 25, 1968. Among the posi-
tions he held were Chiel of Staft to the
Minister of Defense; member of the
Ministers Kolleginm; member of the
Central Committee, the National As-
sembly, and the Presidinm; member of
the burcaw at the Main Political Ad-
ministration; lirstsecretary ol the Parey
at the Ministry of Delense; and secre-
tary of the Defense Council. Inciden-
tally, the Defense Council is the high-
estdecision-making ageneyin the com-
munist system in areas of intelligence,
counter-intelligence, national security,
deception, and the cconomy,

General Major Jan Sejna remains
the highest level communist official
ever to defect 1o the West, He was a
maember of the decision hierarchy with
unparalleled access 10 the most sensi-
tive defense and intelligence plans. He
was there and in a position to know
what was happening,. | is story is most
sobering,

Because ol the clear importance off
this information to the POVW/NIA
search and because of the proven value
and credibility of the source’s informa-
tion over the years*—indeed, it secems
hardly likely that the Defense Ineelli-
gence Agency’ would have given hima
stall’ position, et alone kept him on
board and repeatedly sought his knowl-
cdge and advice Tor over lifteen years
and continuing taday, it he were not
trusted—we decided to bring this in-
formation to the public’s attention,

What Happened?
An Overview
uring both the Korean and
Vietnam Wars, General
Sejna explained, the Soviet
Uniaon, assisted by Czechoslovakia,
used American POWSs as guinea pigs
in military medical intelligence experi-
ments. Kxperiments were run to deter-
mine the limits of physiological and
psychological stress the captive Gls
could endure. The Soviets justified these
tests to the Czech leadership on the
basis of their need to determine how
well the Americans could stand up to
the rigors of all-out war,
American and South Korean and
South Vietnamese POWs were eox-
posed to chemical warfare agents and

biological warfare organisms to 1est
their susceptibility to the different
agents and organisms. The Soviers
wanted to learn il the American Gls
were any more, or less, vulnerable than
the Soviet soldiers to the experimental

agents they were developing. The Sovi-

cts also wanted to know if there were

the Korcan War, when it was directed
by the Soviets to buildan experimencal
hospitalin Narth Korea The planswere
draswn up by the Military Project asti-
tute, which was part of the Construe-
tion Administration ol the Crzech Min-
istry ol Detense (MoD). This Admin
istration also containedispecial depart

any differences be-
tween the races —
hlack, white, Hispanic
and Asian—in their
biochemical vulner-
ability to the agents.
The captive Gls
were also used as sub-

Expcrimcnté were
run to determine the
limits of physiologi-
cal and psychological

ment thatswas respon
sible for  seeren
'lru_icl‘l.\, c~|w\"|‘.l“'\'
those inforcign coun-
tries, and that man-
aged the construction
ol the hospital.*

Ostensibly,  the

jects in testing the of-  stress the Cﬂpti\’c Gls hospital was built to

feetiveness of military
intelligence drugs, in-

could endure.

test new medical pro
cedures for treating,

cluding a wide variety
of mind-control and behavior-maodifi-
cation drugs, which, incidentally, were
used during the Korean War to cause
American servicemen to speak out on
the evils of capitalism and on the ben-
chits of communism.

The Soviets exposed Gls to atomic
detonations to determine how much
atomic radiation was needed to kill or
incapacitate o man. Lethal doses were
administered and then the Gls were
watched to determine how long soldiers
could function and to learn il there were
any drugs that could he used to prolong
their ability to perform military tasks
hefore permanently succumbing to the
radiation. Tests to determine the long-
term consequences of sub-lethal dose
levels also were run.,

Lxperiments were conducted in
wmilitary hospitals in North Korea dur-
ing the Korean War and in military
hospitals in Laos and North Vietnam
during the Vietnam War. American
POWs were also moved to the Soviet
Union for experimental purposes from
North Korea following the end of the
Korean War and from Laos and North
Vietnam during the Vietnam War,

Finally, autapsies were performed
on the servicemen who did not survive
the experiments tn determine ethnie
differencesin biochemical makeup and
to verity the effects of different drugs
and biological organisms on the body,
the heare and brain in particular,

Korea:

The Operation Begins
zechoslovakia’s participation
in the Soviet medical intefh-
gence operation began carly in

military casualties and
for training voung military doctors,
That was its cover; but not its sole mis-
sion. ealso served as wspecial, highty -
sccure medical intelligence Tacility in
which captured American and South
Korcan servicemen were used as guinea
pigs in the types ofmedical experiments
previously enumerated. The Crechs
also bwlt a erematoriigm in North ko-
rea to dispose ol the remains of those
Gls who did noc survive the experi
ments. What happened 1o the soldiers
who did survive the experimental pro-
cedures tor trearing military swounds i
natknown, Howeverinlight of the sen-
sitive mature of the Gacility, iis doubr -
ful that any were ever renurned 1o the
regular POW compounds, nor dild
Sejna recadl any repost or discussion
that suggested thatany of those Gl pa-
tients were ever returned 1o the Norgh
Korcans, '

Fhe overall operation in North Ko -
rea came under the authority of the
Crech General Statl deputy director of
militury intelligence forstrategic intel-
ligence, Colonel Rudolt Babka. Babka
was 2 hard-line Stalinist who had been
brought in to replace @ bourgenis gen-
eral. Col, Babka swwas sent to North kho-
rea under diplomatic cover as an olfi-
cial of the foreign ministry, which wus
only a deception. After the war, he was
promoted to head of the General Staff
Forcign Administration, which had
both an overt and covert function.
Overtly, the Foreign Adininisteation
negotiated foreign military assistance
with various defense attaches. Covertly,
itwas a military intelligence front used
to manage special clandestine overseas
operations.
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"I'he experimental Czech hospitalin
North Korea was designed to handle
two hundred “patients.” [nactuality, the
hospital was often overcrowded. One
vear, six hundred patients were treated.,
At times the hospital was so crowded
that two patients were required to share
one bed. T'he individual who actually
ran the hospital was Colonel Professor
Dr. Dufek. Dr. Dufek, a former Soviet®
citizen who had emigrated to Czecho-
slovakia, was a heart specialistin charge
of rescarch at the Czech Central Nili-
tary [Hospital in Prague.* Scjna dis-
cussed the operation with both Col.
Babka and Dr. Dufek, and was present

when thev bricted the Minister of

Defense's Kollegium® on the hospital
and its operation.

Roughly cighteen Czech doctors
were involved in the North Korean op-
eration, and over twenty Russian doc-
tors. In preparation for their assign-
ment, several of the Czeclidoctors were
given special training in atomic radia-
tion and its effects on the human body
at the Institute for Nuclear Medicine
in Moscow. These were the doctors who
conducted the radiation experiments in
North Korea. Each ol them was re-
quired to sign a statement saying that
they volunteered for this assignment.
Ior these experiments, radio-isotopes
were brought to North Korea from the
Soviet Union for use in radiating the
Gls.

Experiments Following the
Korean War

n 1954, after the Korean War ar-

mistice was in cltect, the Soviets

decided to terminate the operation
and turn the hospital over to the North
Korcans. Uhis decision was made by the
Sovict Defense Council and then coor-
dinated with the Czech Defense Coun-
bt As indicated earlier, the Defense
Council was the critical organization
where issues in matters of intelligence,
counter-intelligence, defense and stra-
tegic aspects of foreign and economic
policy were decided. *I"his Council was

u)mp(m.d of a very sclect collection of

the :N most |umcrlu| strategic lead-
crs."

As part ol this decision to terminate
operations at the hospital in North
Korea, the POW:s who were of no fur-
ther use—that is, those whose mental
or physical impairment had signifi-
cantly diminished their utility as good
medical subjects—were killed and their

remains cremated. Those who were
being used in experiments that were not
completed or who were still of experi-
mental value—roughly one hundred
Gls—were shipped to the Soviet
Union where the experimental work

was to continue. For example, one of

the experiments to be continued would
determine the long-term eftects of sub-
lethal doses of atomic radiation."To the
Soviets,“long-term” usually meante sev-
eral decades; fifty years was typical. In
the case ot sub-lethal radiation elfects,

the Soviet interest included effects of

radiation on the soldiers’ reproductive
organs and on their subsequent chil-
drenand grandchildren

The POWSs were

precursor for a Soviet request for the
Czechs to provide medical support for
the experiments that were being runin
the Soviet Union on the American
POWs. Kalashnik's mission was to ex-
plain the importance of this research
and justify the need for Czech partici-
pation.

After General Kalashnik returned to
Moscow, the formal request for medi-
cal assistance in the experiments came
into the Czech Ministry of Defense
froim the Soviet Defense Council. The
Czech decision in response was pre-
p.lrcd by Scjna, working with Minister
of Defense General Lomsky and un-
der the guidance of the ever-present

Soviet Mol) Advi-

shipped to the Soviet
Union by air in four
rnu;_,hl\'-cqulv-ﬂcnt
planc loads." They
first  stopped  in
Prague, where the Gls
were given medical
exams before being
sent on to various ex-
perimental medical
test facilities in the
Soviet Union. The

...those whose
mental or physical
impairment had sig-
nificantly diminished
their utility as good
medical subjects—
were killed...

sor." Phe medicil as-
pects ol the plan and
preliminary statling
recommendations
were prepared by five
specially-cleared ‘ollic-
ers at the Health Ad-
ministration of the
Mol)'s Rear Services
Administration,

In assembling cthe
overall plan for pre-

stopover  typically
lasted about a week. lts purpose was
security—to “break the trail,” so chat
the Soviets could subsequently deny any
claims that POWs were shipped to the
USSR. from North Korea. T"hat is also
why the experimental hospital was a
“Crech™ hospital. ‘T'hese deceptions
wereall part of'a carefully designed plan
to mask the movement of Gls to the
Sovict Union and to mislead people,
including most of the Czech and Soviet
participants, about what was really hap-
pening.'

In May 1956, Scjna was qppmnrul
Chief of Staff for the Minister of De-
fense. Shortly after he reccived this ap-
pointment, General Major Kalashnik
from the Soviet Main Political Admin-
istration came to Prague to discuss the
importance of non-military weapons.
Sejna was present at the meeting when
Kalashnik discussed five important ex-
amples of such weapons: ideological of-
fensive, which meant good deception
and propaganda; good forcign policy
designed to split the West; isolating the
United States; economic and social
chaos; and a new view about drugs and
other chemicals that canaftect the minds
and behavior of millions of people.
Kalashnik's visit and lecture served asa

sentation to the Czech
Detense Council, Scjma personally re-
viewed the [iles and decision docu-
ments for the operation in North Ko-
rea, including the original Soviet De-
fense Council instructions that initiated
the operation and those that terminated
1. [t was in the originating Soviet De-
fense Council order where the direc-
tion to conduct the operation so that
“no one ever would know about it” was
set forth. Sejna’s review of this history
was included as part of the plan.
When the Czech plan was com-
pleted, it went to Moscow for review
and approval. The head of the Soviet
military Health Administration per-
sonally brought the plan back to Prague.
“T'he only prablem he had with the plan
was its timetable. Tle wanted the pro-
cess of selecting and clearing the doc-
tors accelerated. All the doctors had to
be specially cleared by both Czech and
Soviet military counter-intelligence.
The Czechs had wanted to avoid draw-
ing any undue attention to the [rrocess
for security reasons and, thus, aveided
using any emergency measures to speed
up the process. Fhe Soviet ofticial came
to Prague to help them aceelerate the
process without emploving any observ-
able emergency measures. | le came per-
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sonally because in very sensitive opera-
tions, such as was this one, telephone
communications were not aflowed, "

Atter the plan had received the So-
viet blessing, it was placed on the De-
fense Council’s agenda, which Sejna
prepared as working secretary, for dis-
cusston and decision. The Council re-
viewed the Soviet request that had ini-
tiated the action, the seven projects the
Czech military doctors and scientists
would be working on, the administra-
tive and security measures, and then
approved the plan and the money for
the project.

Once the plan was approved, the
personuel selection process—ainly to
sclect the doctors and scientists who
would be involved—commenced. T'he
task was one principally of the Czech
military Health Administration, as-
sisted by the Administrative Organs
Department, which was the powerful
Central Committee department that
had authority over the Minisery of De-
fense (Mol)) and Ministry of Tnterior
(Mol). Both Sovictand C zech military
intelligence and military counter-intel-
ligence were involved. Military intelli-
genee had overall authoriey and mili-
tary counter-intelligence, which was a
component of the Interior Miuistry,
was responsible for security.

\When the doctors and scientists had
been selected and cleared, the list was
submitted co the head of the Soviet
military 1lealth Administration, who
was the individual personally respon-
sible for the medical aspects of the plan.
Following his approval, the listwas sent
to the Czech Defense Council for the
final decision, which by this time was
mainly a ruhhcr-smmp .|pprm'nl
Rouglnl\ fiftcen doctors and scientists
wereapproved.l'he doctors came from
the Central Military 1 lospital, the Col-
lege for Military Doctors, and the Air
Force Scientific Research Institute at
Hradack Kralove where many of the
experimental drugs had been devel-
oped. The scientists were from the
Academy of Sciences.

"I'he operation was top secret. Aside
from the Defense Council and the doc-
tors who were involved, very few people
had access to the operation or knew
what it was really about. Specifically, the
only ones who knew were the Chief of
the General Seaff, Chief of Rear Ser-
vices," and the heads of the Health
Administration," Central Military
Hospital, and Air Forcee Scientific Re-

scirch Center, T'he doctors went as
;..rnupto(lw Institute for Nuclear Medi-
cine in Moscow. The doctor in charge
was the head of the Air Foree Science
Institute. They were accompanied by a
military counter-intelligence olficer.
Once in Moscow, they splitinto three
groups. One staved

mental drugs. The side- effects were of-
tenirreversible and, in many cases, se-
riously debilitating. Where the prison-
ers were judged to be ol no future value
because of the side-eltects, they were
Killed Only a few were retained 1o see
ifultimately the side-effects would dis-
appedar. Sejna sus-

in Moscowat the In-
stitute and the other
two Eroups went to
two different loca-

relevant information

pects those few were

...the best and most  placed in menal in-

stitutions for long-
term (chat is, twenty

tions. was obtained by sccur- to fifty years) obser-

I'he Institute tor
Nuclear Medicine
wias the jumping-off
point because of the
political plan {thacis,

ing Gls at spaced in-
tervals along the
gr‘)u"d ﬂﬂd t]lCll Sllb‘ discussed along with

vittion.

In the radiation
section, caswilty ex-
posure levels were

deception) that had jCCtil‘lg them to the full the results ol dhe

been devised as a

scarch Tor drags that

cover. The coverstory force and fUl'Y of actual waould, tn eftect, en-

maintained that the
doctors had gone to

to study the effects of
nuclear war on sol-

atomic bomb explo-
Moscow as students  S10NS at Soviet atomic
test rmlgcs.

able soldiers to con-
tinue Nghting even
alter having received
lethal radiation e\po-
sures, With the cap-

diers, Lverything was
prepared for their courses—instructors,
organization materials, schedules, and
so forth. Butit was all a fake, designed
to mislead people about the real reason
behind the doctor’s mission, which was
to investigate the effects of chemical
warlare agents and drugs, biological or-
ganisms, and nuclear radiation on the
captive Gls.

The resalts of the experiments per-
formed on the captive Gls were pre-
sented during the annual review of the
intelligence plan for the next year and
in special, highly-classified reports.
These reports discussed the improve-
ments in chemical and biological war-
fare capabilities and knowledge of ra-
diation casualties that had been
achieved in the experiments. Sejna re-
calls one report on the tests that he read
in 1959 or 1960. The tests were dis-
cussed in three categories: chemical
warfare, biological warfare (including
viruses), and radiation. ‘

Oneof the discussions in the chemi-
cal warlare section was focused on the
side effects of some of the drugs. In the
drug research programs, for each drug,
under development, there was a paral-
lel program to develop drugs that would
reverse the effect (antidotes) and drugs
thar could defend people against the use
of such drugs (prophylaxes). Onc of the
more difficult problems in this search
was caused by side-effects of the experi-

tive Gils in the Soviet
Union, these tests were not limited to
the use of rudioisotopes. The Sovies
also used the atomic reactor at the In-
stitute for Nuclear Medicine in Mos-
cow to radiate the Gls,

Sall further, the best and most rel-
evant information was obtained by se-
curing Glsatspaced intervals along the
ground and then subjec nn;,, them to the
full force and fury of actual atomic
bomb explosions at Soviet atomic test
ranges. [ addition 1o their interest in
radiation exposure, the Soviets also
tested the effects of atomic bomb over
pressure and thermal radiation on the
Glsand the psychological eftects of all
three—over pressure, atomic, ad ther-
mal radiation—ou the Gls. Based on
the data thus obtained, the Soviets Jde-
cided that the exposure level above
which it became difficult tor sohdicrs to
function asa result of phvsical and psy-
chological problems was 100 rem
(roentgen equivalent man). The Sovi-
ets then exposed the Gls to radiation
levels of 100 rem and higher and then
tested the effects of different drugs on

the surviving Gls, ta learn if some of

the radiation effects could be tempo-
rarily countered with drugs, thus ex-
tcndm;, the useful hife of the soldiers,
and to abserve how long the soldiers
who were exposed at the higher levels
could survive."”
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Vietnam War:
Setting the Stage
merican POWs also were used
for medical experiments by the
Soviets and Czechs during the
Vietnam War. I'he cornerstone for this
activity was laid in 1960 when the North

Vietnamese Chief of the General Staff

(CoGS)and roughly ten senior officers
visited Prague and Moscow in scarch
of military assistance. T'he North Viet-
namese believed that the only way to
unify the country was through military
action.’I'hey wanted military assistance
to prepare them for a major offensive
drive to capture South Vietnam. This
was when the Soviets first agreed to
supply the North Vietnamese with
weapons, As head of the Defense
Council seeretariat, Sejna was their host
and focal point for scheduling meetings
and discussions,

During this visit, there was one par-
ticularly sensitive meeting. ‘T'he only
participants were the Viethamese
CoGS: his Czech counterpart, General
Otakar Rytir; Czech Minister of De-
fense General Lomsky; Soviet Advi-
sor General Aleksandr Kuschev; and
then-Colonel Jan Sejna. In this meet-
ing, General Kuschev, exphained to the
Vietnamese general how Awmerican
PPOWs had been used for medical re-
scarch during the Korean Warand how
valuable this use had been, One of the
items of cooperation the Soviets would
like ta receive in retuen for providing
military technology, Kuschev contin-
ued, was more American POWs for
medical experimentation. The Viet-
namese CoGS agreed and used the op-
portunity to press for even more mili-
tary assistance. Kuschev then stressed
the need to begin organizing immedi-
ately to usc the captured American ser-
vicemen to avoid the types of delays
encountered at the beginning of the
Korecan War.

"I'he North Vietnamese general sug-
gested chat it would be a good idea to
keep any Americans whowere captured
and selected to be sent to the Soviet
Union separate {rom other POWs,
General Kuschev agreed and the deci-
sion was made: Soviet, Czech, and Viet-
namese military counter-intelligence
officers would meet and draw up plans
for the sccure management of Ameri-
can POWs who were to be sent to the
Sovict Union from the instant of their
capturc until they were deposited in the
Soviet Union. Military counter-intel-

ligence had the lead because it was re-
sponsible for security in the military.
[n the communist system, military
counter-intelligence was generally a
component of the Ministry of Interior,
and as such was located outside the
military system. In the Soviet Union, it
was a component of the KGB. In
Czechoslovakia, it was in the Ministry
of Interior, which also was where civil -
ian intelligence was located. As was
typical in the communist system, ev-
eryone watched every-

the Saviets were interested o older of-
ficers as wellas younger officers because
they wanted to test the effects of mind-
control drugs on people from different
age and rank categories. I'he older of-
Nicers were generally reparded as the
more “reactionary” and, as such, espe-
cially important subjects to test. Based
on Soviet “requirements,” the North
Vietnamese military counter-incelli-
gence would go into action and begin
collecting appropriate new American

POWs as candidates.

one clse.
Work on the plan

commenced immedi-

The potential can-

The poteatial can-
didates would be iso-
lated from all other

ately following the re- didates would be iso- prisoners. As will be

turn of the Vietnam-

seen, at this poing, the

ese CoGS to Hanoi. lated from all other POW had received a

In Czechoslovakia,

prisoners.... at this

one-way ticket to

CoGS General Rytir point the POW h'ld oblivion or to death.
[ I3

was personally re-

sponsible for the ef-  received a one-way
ticket to oblivion or
to death.

fort. In the Soviet
Union, that person
was Marshal Matvey
V. Zakharov, the So-

The next action was a
joint Soviet-North
Victnamese psycho-
logical debrieting of
the potential candi-
date to determine

viet CoGS. In Czecho-
slovakia, the officials under the CoGS
who were responsible for specific arcas

were the first deputy to the Minister of

luterior,™ the head of military counter-

intelligence,™ the chiel ol military in-;

telligence,” and his deputy for strategic
intelligence.?* Similar officials from
North Victnam participated in the
pmjcct.

I'he plan was completed in approxi-
mately six months, at which time
Czechoslovakia reccived that portion
ofthe plan which pertained to the Czech
part of the operation. As set forth in
the plan, the overall operation was the
responsihility of Soviet military intel-
ligence, or GRU. The individual in
charge was the special deputy to the
Chicfof the GRU in charge of strategic
intelligence. Similarly, in Czechoslova-
kia the plan was organized under the
deputy chiclofmilitary intelligence for
strategic intelligence, justas it had been
in the Korean War.? Security was pro-
vided by military counter-intelligence.?*

T'he security plan specified that the
decision on which POWs were to be
used for medical experimentation
would be made as soon as they were
captured. This process was initiated by
a Sovict request in which they would
identify the number of specimens de-
sired. They also would specify race re-
quirements and rank. ln the latter case,

whether the candidate
was the type of individual who might
make trouble. I the POW was consid-
ered psychologically dangerous, then he
was to be inmediately liguidated. e
was not to be placed in normal POWs
compounds because that would risk
security of the experimental program;
hetter to simply kill him.**
The plan also set forth the security
measures for storage and transporta-

tion of the approved POWs, specified

the clearances that were required forall
personnel who would be working on
the praject (for example, guards, driv-
ers, pilots, doctors, and so forth), de-
scribed in detail the procedures for
medical exams for prisoners en route
to the Soviet Union (these were per-
formedin Praguc), and listed the names
and ranks of all military intelligence
and counter-intelligence otticers who
were cleared to work on the project.
Oncotthe initial products of the plan
by decision of the Defense Council was
the establishment of a special Mob-
Mol commission. [ts purposc was to
coordinate the various questions that
different agencies wanted directed to
the POWs and to issue integrated di-
rections to military intelligence and
counter-intelligence interrogators. The
CoGS General Rytir headed the com-
mission.” The interrogation instruc-
tions were splitinto ewo difterent com-
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ponents—one for normal POWs and
one for those POWs who had been se-
lected for medical experimentation.
Other countries, suchas Fast Germany,
were also involved in interrogations,
This coordination was handled by the
Soviets.

The pilot plan was placed in opera-
tion in 1961, The first Soviet request
was {or specimens of any age or race.
The Soviets had run out of test speci-
miens and wanted new ones so that they
could resume their experiments as soon

as possible. The first shipment ol

American POWs?25 occurred in Au-
gust. It created an emergency situation
because thereavas almost no advanced
notice. 'he Czechs did not learn about
the shipment until the plane carrying
the POYs was in the air and headed
toward Prague. At about 1:00 in the
afternoon, the Soviet Advisor General
Kuschev brought a cable to Minister
Lomsky, who immediately summoned
Scjna to his oftice. As soon as Sejnaar-
rived, Lomsky called President
Novotny and told him that Sejna was
headed over with an important cable,
Sejna delivered the cable to Novotny
and then proceeded to organize the
quarters for the POWs and the North
Victnamese and Soviets who were ac-
companying the shipment. T'he POWs
arrived at 3:00 p.m. the following day.

Included in this shipment were, as
Scjna recalls, about four or five South
Vietnamese, who were housed in the
villa close to the castle, six or seven
Americans, who were housed in the
military intelligence villa on Sluna
street, and one American, about 42 or
43 years old who was isolated from the
other Americans and housed in the villa
at Rusveltova #1. This was a quick in
and out eperation that lasted only two
days. The planc waited at the military
air base until the POWs had been ex-
amined and then llew them to the So-
viet Union. This shipment was differ-
ent from subsequent respects because
of the South Vietnamese and the rela-
tively large number of older Americans.
This was the only time that Scjna re-
calls when South Vietnamese POWs
were sent through Crechoslovakia to
the Soviet Union. With respect to the
Amecerican POWs, the Soviets were
somewhat displeased with the shipment
because there were too many older men.,
Their preference at that time was for
the younger men.

[According tothe U.S. government,

the first American POW was not cap-
tured until August 1964, This is more
word pames by U.S. officials, because

“this official position on the first POV

deliberately ignores the civilians, CIA
officers, and Special Forees advisors in
Southeast Asia who werelost. The LS.
government policy is

wients that had been made and, espe-
ciallv, with the mannerin which the op-
eration had been organized so that par:
ticipation by the normal bureaucracies
had been eliminated.

The discussion then focused on the
LLS. pilots and their importance, Oune
ol the paints Minister

clearty revealed in the
hook Dresident
/\‘l'lllll‘tl‘l'.‘ Profiles in
Power by Richard
Reeves, Military pi-
lots were being re-
cruited for service in
Southeast Asia in
196 1. T'hey were asked
to read and sign 2
statement whereby
they acknowledged
that they would be
wearing civilian
clothes and that their

According to the
U.S. government, the
first American POW
was not captured un-
til August 1964. This
is more word games
by U.S. officials, be-
cause this official po-

sition on the first

Lomsky made was
that the pilots were
JilTerent from the
ground forces in their
:lhili()'tu|lnlld|l: stress,
Because of this tvpe of
difference, VLS, pitors
were priority PO
for thetr research pro-
gram. As an illustra-
tion of the problem the
Soviets were about o
have with the North
Vietnamese, General
Quaong responded that

“government would POVV (lClibCl‘ﬂtCly lg" iUvou do not think the

disclaim any knowl-
cdge” of them i they
were captured. |

This first shipment
ol POWs was accom-

nores the civilians,
CIA officers, and

Special Forces advi-

LS. pilots are ner-
vous, "just wait until
we (mish with them”
General l.omsky
countered with an ex-

panied by the Viet- SOrs in Southeast Asia planation that what he

namese deputy chief
ofthe General Staitfor

who were lost,

wis referring to was
the ability to handle

military intelligence,
General Major Quong.’” FHe was ac-
companied by two stall officers and
KGB (military counter-intelligence)
escorts. T'his group went along with the
POWs to make certain the operation
was secure, and to quickly resolve any
problems that inight emerge on this
maiden voyage. Sejna hosted the en-
tourage. T'he North Vietnamese were
housed at a special villa that was main-
tained by the Defense Council secre-
tariat®™ for use of foreign dignitaries.
The Soviet escorts stayed with their
plane, evidently standing guard over
other sensitive cargo that was heing
transported from North Vietnam to the
Soviet Union. As soon as the POWs
were processed, about two days, they
were putback on the plane and whisked
away to Russia. As Sejna recalls, the
North Vietnamese stayed for five
working days. He attended one mecet-
ing with Minister Lomsky that was held
in Lomsky's office. LLomsky welcomed
the North Vietnamese and instructed
them to work directly with the Czech
CoGSand chietof military intelligence
to correct any problems. General Quong
said he was pleased with the arrange-

matural stress, not un-
natural stress,

The people who were presentat the
meeting, in addition to Minister
Lomsky, Colonel Sejna, Soviet Mol)
advisor General Kuschey, and General
Quong, were the Soviet advisor to the
Czechmilitary intelligence, the head ol
Crech mibitary intelligence,” and the
Czech CoGSM A that time, most of
the Crech strategic leadership was on
vacation at a special resort at Orlik on
the Vitava River. A special meeting of
the Detense Councilwas held at dhe re-
sort, at which time Minister Lomsky
informed the Council that the upcru'-
tion had begun and then deseribed the
preparations that had been waken,

Over the next two years, the opera-
tion was run as a low-level test program
in which the procedures and plans that
had been developed were tested and

_improved. The immediate objective

was to get all the "bugs™ worked out so
that full-scale secure operatinns could
be commenced quickly when the war
expanded. The second shipment, which
was even smaller than the first, camein
the spring of 1962 and the third, Sejna
believes, came in November or Decem-
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ber 1962. The first large shipment of
twenty to tweaty-five captives oceurred
in 1963. T'his 1963 shipment was the
first time the POWSs were housed in
the military counter-intelligence bar-
racks, as will he subsequently described,
rather than in the villas.

During this trial period it became
clear to Sejna that Czechoslovakia was
not the only Soviet surrogate staging
area for the movement of POVs from
North Vietnam to the Soviet Union. In
the spring of 1962, Scjna attended a
meeting of the Warsaw Pact military
leaders in Moscow where he learned
that Vietnam War POWs were shipped
trom North Vietnam to North Korea,
and thence directly to the Soviet Union.
The Chief of Stalt from North Korea
was attending the meeting as an ob-
server. During the discussion the North
Korean general suggested to the Sovi-
cts that the experiments be performed
on the American POWs while they
were in North Korea to avoid having
to {ly them from North Korea to the
Soviet Union. Sovier General AL L
Antonov, who was deputy chief of the
Soviet General Staff, declined the invi-
tation, saying thatsuch a practice would
CONSHItULE AN UNNCCESSATY Seeurity risk.
If the experiments were run in North
Korea, he explained, the Chinese were
likelv to learn about the tests and this
was 'unncccpt:lhlc to the Soviets. T'his
meeting took place shortly before Gen-
eral Antonov’s death in June 1962, It
indicates that the plan for moving
American POW:s through North Ko-
rea likely was worked out at the same
time that the operation for moving
POWs through Czechoslovakia was
planned and thatit started at about the
same time as the Czech-Soviet opera-
tion began; that is, in 1961,

Scjna suspects that Fast Gennany
may also have been involved in using
American POWs in chemical agent
experiments, although he had no direct
knowledge. 'T'he reasons for his suspi-
cions are clear. e knew the East Ger-
mans were involved in interrogations
of American POWs using experimen-
tal drugs. ‘T'hey also were heavily in-
volved in the development of mind-
control drugs and chemical warlare
agents, which he knew because of data
sharing agreements the Czechs had
negotiated with the Germans. Fast
German sccurity was even beteer than
Czech security, including that of Ger-
man military medical facilitics. Finally,

The German Minister of Defense,
General [Hoffmann had discussed some
of their experimental results with Sejna
as carly as 1964, indicating the Ger-
mans were involved well before 1964,
and, when the Soviets presented drug
experiment results,

possibilities with Czech President
Antonin Novotny, the head of the
Academy of Sciences vomplained bit-
terly. The Czechs could not da much
more, he said, because the Soviers
themselves caused most of the delays.

It took {orever for the

ILast German results
were  usually  in-
cluded. ™

the drug development
programs was also
raised by the Soviets at
the 1962 spring meet-
ing of the Warsaw Pact
Political Consultative
Commission (PCC).
Alexet Kosygin, the
Soviet President, gave
a speech in which he

It was essential, the
The importance of Soviets Stl‘CSSCd, to be
ready to exploit the
supplies of American
POWs that would ac-
company the growing
war in Southeast

Asia.

Czech scientists to ob-
tain feedback from the
Soviets on the elfects
the drugs had when
tested on the POWs,
Second, and even
more scrious, the
Crzech doctors and sci-
entists did not have
direct access to the
POWs. All they re-
ceived were the Soviet
reports on the tests,
and they considered

emphasized the im-

portance of new developments in drug
technology and the possibility of test-
ing these developments. THe empha-
sized the need to increase funding in
these projects and directed every coun-
try to take a careful look at their scien-
tific capacitics to identify additional sci-
entists who could be puton the projects.
I1e did not mention at this open mect-
ing the use ol POWsas thewayin which
the developments would be tested.

As their response, the Czechs con-
ducted a thorough examination of their
own drug efforts in preparation for the
five-vear plan which was being orga-
nized for approval in the fall of 1962.
The Soviet guidance to them was quite
specific. They were directed to expand
their efforts. 1t was essential, the Sovi-
cts stressed, to be ready to exploit the
supplies of American POWs that would
accompany the growing war in South-
east Asia. There was no knowing how
long the war would last. Hence, it was
doubly important to make maximum
use of the opportunity right from the
start.

The Czechs examined the number
and types of scientists and doctors who
were available, how much money would
be needed to expand their effort, what
drugs were in development and the ex-
tent to which the development process
could be accelerated, how long it would
take to develop new drugs, and what
possibilitics were available to steal re-
lated technology through espionage.
T'hey then undertook a comprehensive
assessment of what would be required
to speed the process. In discussing the

those reports inad-
equate. They needed to be able to mani-
tor the tests dircetly.

Novowny took these complaints and
presented them inoa letter o
Khrushehev. The letter was prepared
under Sejna’s direetion by his secre-
tariat. The letter expressed the need to
get results back quickly and allowed as
how the Czechs would like to be more
involved, but were constrained hecause
they did not know the details of how
the Soviets were using the POWSs. We
recognize, Novotny's letter continued,
that Czechostovakia is too small a coun-
tryinwhich todo testing on the PO s,
because they simply could nothide such
work for ever. However, for Czecho-
slovakia to Jdo more, the Czech scien-
tists and doctars would need beteer ac-
cess to the testing of drugs on POy,

The problem was the Soviet KGB
penchant for secrecy. They did notwant
anyone to know where the POWs were
being held. Following Novatny's letter,
the process did improve, but the Czech
doctors still were not allowed to go to
the locations were the POVWSs were be-
ing held. Rather, the POWSs were
brought to the Czech doctors so that
they could observe the eltects of the
drugs Birst hand. Another problem that
delayed the program, butwhich was not
raised by Novotny in his letter, was the
Soviet expropriation of the Czech
ideas, and Soviet deception in report-
ing test results, particularly when they
did not want the Czechs to know which
drugs, or combinations, were the most
cffective—perhaps because the Soviets
intended the drugs for use against all
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potential opponents, including their
own allies, a practice the Czechs would
see pursued in the emerging Vietnam

War.

Vietnam War: Transition I'rom
Pilot Program to I'ull Scale
Operations

reparations for expanding the

war cffort formally began to-

ward the end of 1963 when the
formal Soviet-North Vietnamese
agreement for Warsaw Pact assistance
was signed.

This Soviet-North Vietnamese
agreement was presented to the War-
saw Pactofficials whoattended ameet-
ing of the Warsaw Pact Political Con-
sultative Committee in late 1963 or
carly 1964, Scjna was present at the
meeting. The Soviet General Seeretary,
Nikita Khrusheliey, personally attended
the mecting and gave a talk during
which he explained to the Committee
officials that an agreement had been
reached wich North Vietnam. A top
secret part of the agreement specified
that all Warsaw "act countries would
negotiate separate bilateral agreements
with North Victnam,

Following this meeting, the Sovicts
individually instructed cach ot the War-
saw Pact countrics as to what the na-
ture of their assistance to, and agree-
ment with, North Vietmam would be,
The Sovict official in charge of coordi-
nating these agreements was l.conid
Brezhnev. In the case of Czechoslova-
kia, the formal notilication came in the
form of a letter from Khrushehey to
Czechoslovakia’s President, Antonin
Novotny, as Sejna recalls, with the spe-
cilic details contained i a separate
tengthy communication to the Czech
Ministry of Defense. In his letter, and
in parallel discussions, Khieushehey
stated that the American soldiers had
been most useful in the past and that
there were many new drugsand chemi-
caland biological warfare agents under
development that necded testing. Te was
in these communications that the
Czechs were directed to negotiate ar-
rangements with the North Vietnam-
esc so that the medical experiments us-
ing American POWs could be contin-
ucd.

The negotiations between Tanoi
and Prague for Czech military assis-
tance were completed in early 1964,
The primary Czech official in the ne-

gotiations was Vladimir Koucky, who

was the Czech Central Committee see-
retary in charge of foreign policy. While
the nepgotiations on the surface were

“conducted by the North Vietnamese

and Czech officials, behind the scenes
the Soviee advisors in Tlanoi and
Prague directed the Czech negotiators.

The use of POWSs was a special part
of theagreement, whichwas negotiated
by the Czech CoGS, General Rytir. It
included provisions for using Ameri-
can POWSs for "medical research”™ in
North Vietnam and the field-tested plan
for exporting selected POWs to the So-
viet Union via Czechoslovakia for re-
searchand for intelligence cooperation.

The intelligence cooperation portion of

the agreement referred to captured of-
ficers who could be

ments arose. Problems were encoun-
tered, largely because the Soviets
pushed hard to expand their participa-
tion and exert controlling influences,
while the North Viectnamese worked to
block Soviet efforts to expaad their
presence. This was true in the POW
medical rescarch programs as wellasin
the more traditional types of military
assistance, Asan exampleolone prob-
lemy in the medieal research area, the
North Vietnamese wanted final ap-
proval on the specific doctors who
would participate, while the Soviets did
notwant the North Vietnamese to have
any background data on the doctors that
might reveal which ones were from
military intelligence. As regards tradi-

tional miditary assis-

perswaded to defect
and to assist the Sovi-
cts in their analyses of

...understanding

tance, the Soviets aad
Czechs wanted to de-
ploy “volunteer™ olfic-

LLS. military capabili- the effects of drugs on ers, such as pilots, to

ties, technology, and
war plans,

The agreement
specified that the se-
lection of POWSs
would be a joint So-
vict-North Vietnam-
ese effort. The North

soldiers under ex-

treme stress—de-

signed to simulate
the stress levels ex-
pected in an all-out

the wur effort so that
they coubd gain com-
bat expesience, Ad-
ditionally, where the
Soviets provided mili-
tary cquipment, such
as air defense minsiles,
tiey wanted 1o place

Vietnamese sgreed to nuclear war—was one technicians ar those

provide  captured
South Vietnamese as

diers for medical re-

of the Soviet objec-

well as American sol- tives.

bases. The North Viet-
nmamese steongly op-
posed these ellorts.,
They wanted to limit

search in North Viet-

nam. This was done to enable the So-
viet studies on ethnie ditferences and
vulnerabilities unique to Asians to bhe
continued. However, the agreement
stipulated that experiments on South
Vietnamese would be performed only
in North Vietnam; that is, the South
Victnamese POWSs would not be ex-
ported to the Soviet Union!* The
Czechs and Sovies agreed to provide
medical cquipment, experimental
drugs, biological organisms and viruses,
and, naturally, doctors and medical sup-
port personnel.

The conditions in North Vietnam
were quite ditferent from those in
North Korea because the North Kare-
ans were surrogates controlled by the
Sovicts while, in contrast, the North
Vietnamese were determined to remain
in control themselves and not become
cither Soviet or Chinese puppets,
Wihen the Czech-Soviet military assis-
tance programs expanded in Norch
Vietnam in 1964, numerous disagree-

the Soviet presence
because they were seeretly sharing So-
viet technology with the Chinese. Also,
they wanted the deteat of the Ameri-
cans to be a clear North Vietnamese
victory,

The principal problem in the medi-
cal experiment program, from the So-
viet perspective, was one nl'furcing the
\’icln:m_msc to aceept a scientitic ap-
proach to the experiments. The Vier-
namese did not have the medical orsci-
entific understanding needed to run
valid and usctul tests. I'he Viernamese
were, in the Soviet eves, simply too
crude. T'hey were moreinterested in ex-
tracting vengeance thanin conducting
scientilic tests, Furthermore, the Vier-
namese were inadequately trained in
psychology. While they understood the
psychology of Asians verywell, they did
not have a good knowledge of the psy-
chology of Westerners. This knowledge
was crucial to the tests because many of
the experiments were designed to test
the eftect of experimental drugs on the
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American psyche. Morcover, they Jid
not understand theimportance of stress
and its relation to the testing process.
That is, understanding the effects of
drugs on soldiers under extreme
stress—designed to simulate the stress
levels expected in an all-out nuclear
war—uwas one of the Soviet objectives.
This was one of the reasons behind the
psychological and physiological stress
experinients; namely, to enable testing
the elfects ofexperimental drugs on sol-
diers under extremely stressful condi-
tions,

Another example was illustrated by
a visit General Quong paid to Prague
and Moscow in fate 1964, Quong, vis-
ited Prague and Moscow several times
to deliver reports on the POW opera-
tions and to conduct planning sessions
with the Soviets. On his visit in late
1964, he met with Minister Lomsky
specifically to complain that the opera-
tion discriminated against the North
Vietnamese. 1le believed more of the
medical research should be done in
North Vietnam and that the North Viet-
namese should have the results of the
research conducted in the Soviet Union,
e also wanted to press for the oppor-
tunity to use POWs for strategic intel-
ligence; that is, he wanted to hold
POWSs, turn them, and then return
them as spies. T'he Russians opposed
the idea because they would be unable
to control the North Victnamescin the
operation, and, hesides, they already
had their own plan in operation, which
was focused on recruiting American
military personnel in South Vietnam
and in Australia."'I'hey felt those were
better places to recruit agents because
the POW route was too obvious and
too casy for the Americans to detect.

Regarding the Vietnamesce interest
in the cxpcrimcnls'conductcd in the
Soviet Union, the Soviets were very
carcful not to let the North Vietnamese
{or other allies) have access to much of
their research, especially the research
on mind-control drugs, which utilized
POWs. The reason was simple: the
Soviets planned to usc the drugs against
the North Vietnamese (and other al-
lies) to help keep them under control.
They also planned to use the conlusion-
producing drugs on the Chinese tech-
nicians who were in North Vietnam to
steal the Warsaw Pact technology that
was on loan to the North Vietnamese.

To resolve the many problems, asec-
ond agreement was ncgotiated in 1965.

These were difficult negotiations and
required the personal participation in
Hanoi of' several high-level Czech olfi-
cials. Specifically, even Josef Lenart, the
Czech Prime Minister, and General
Vaclav Prchlik, the chief of the Main
Political Administration, went to | luanoi
to conduct the negotiations, with the
seusitive intelligence aspects handled by
General Prchlik.

The agreement that Lenart and
PPrchlic reached with the North Viet-
namese dealtwith many aspects ofmili-
tary assistance. Elaborations on the
POW experiments

that someone was a security risk, that
individual was killed.

o Laos, both Sovietand Czech doc-
tors worked directly on the putients.
There were two “hospital”™ facilities
where experiments were performed in
Laos. The Czech doctors deseribed the
conditions at these tacilities as “primi-
tive,” T'his was not bad, reasoned the
Soviets, hecause combat wits often con-
ducted i primitive conditions and,
thus, operating under such conditions
was good experience,

Generally, there were three Czech

military doctors in

were, as belore, a se-
cret part ol this agree-
ment negotinted by
Prehilic. Under the
“medical rescarch”
portion of the agree-
ment, procedures for
selecting the doctors
were established. Ad-
ditionally, the agree-
ment stated that the
experiments in North
Vietnam would be run

In addition to scrv-
ing as guinea pigs for
the Soviet medical
intelligence program,
the American Gls
were also used by the
Chinesc.

Laos, five 1o seven in
North Vietam, and a
larger mumber of So-
vietdoctors it bhath lo-
M doctors
who worked on this
program lirst had to
pass detailed special
backgronndinvestiga-
tions, involving both
Czech and Soviet
military counter-in-

citions,

by the North Viet-

namese doctors in their hospitals,
Czech and Soviet doctors would par-
ticipate by providing guidance (super-
viston) wind all experimental data would
be available to them for their use in
monitoring the various tests.

Experiments on POWs in
Laos and China

s soon as experiments on LS.

POWSs had commenced in

North Victnam, negotiations
werc held with the Laotians to gain their
participation as well. S¢jna personally
warked with General Sin Ka-po, who
headed the communist forces, and Gen-
eral Kong-le,who headed the “neutral-
ist" forces, on matters respecting Czech
operations in Laos. The Czech/Soviet
agreement for the use of POWs for
medical experiments was negotiated
with General Sin Ka-po. Laos was gen-
crally more complicated than North
Vietnam hecause of the governmentin-
stabilitics. ‘I'hus, most arrangements
were run through the Party system than
through the government. Again, mili-
tary intelligence was in charge. Two li-
aison officers from Laos were stationed
in Praguc to handle coordination. Lao-
tian sccurity was very good, Sejna re-
calls. The Laotian approach to security
was quite simple. I{ there was concern

telligence, belore their
participation was ap-
proved.

In addition to their use as medieal
guinea pigs, American POWswerealso
used for testing the eftectiveness of *in-

terrogation” drugs. Interrogations of

captive Gls were conducted in Laos,
North Vietnam, and North Korea.
Czechinterrogations were run by mili-
tary counter-intelligence, which was
then under General Josel Stavinoha,
Theinterrogations, like all other activi-
ties, were supervised and controlled by
Sovict officers. Experimental drugs
were used ininterrogations. I'he Fast
Germans were similarly involved. The
ILast German Minister of Delense,
General Heinz Hoftmaan, once re-

marked to Sejna while the two were off

on a fishiag trip in 1964 that the new
drugs tested on the Americans were
“one thousand percent more eftective
than physical means of persuasion.”
In addition to serving as painea pigs
for the Soviet medieal intelligence pro-
gram, the American Gls were also used
by the Chinese. The Chinese had an
experimental program as carly as the
Korean War. T'he North Koreans pro-
vided American POWs to the Chinese
as well as to the Soviets. The Chinese
and Sovicts shared data on the vartous
experiments and their results. The So-
viets criticized the Chinese program as

40
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being too extreme. Thatis, the Chinese
were strictly tocused on the use of weap-
ons of mass destruction. In contrast, the
Sovictinterest was more focused on the
development of new drugs and theiruse
to trinmph over the enemy without war.

Czechmilitaryintelligence was also
aware of the continuation of the Chi-
nese medical research using American
POWs during the Vietnam War, Czech
military intelligence had identified the
movement of American POWsin Chi-
nese trucks or buses headed toward the
Chinese boarder. Additionally, a senior
Czechmilitary intelligence officer who
was undercover in China as a military
attaché reported on a Chinese request
to share information on continued
incdical test programs. The Chinese
official complained to the Czech
“attaché” that even il there were devel-
oping antagonisms between their two
countrics, SOMe cooperative activitics
should continue, for example, he sug-
gested, the joint research on American
POWs. We are continuing this re-
search, he said, and asked, why don't
we continue to share results of this re-
scarch? There is no reason to keep your
program secret. We know the Ameri-
can POWsare being sent to the Soviet
Union for research, Information ex-
change on these research programs
would be of use to both our countrics.

Movement of American
POWs to Russia

o complementthe experiments

run in Laos and North Viet-

nam, cach year during the Viet-
nam War scores of selected G ls—those
who were the most healthy—were
shipped back to the Soviet Union for
usc in more highly classified, sophisti-
cated, and long-term experiments, again
through Czechoslovakia* to break the
trail. Up untdil his defection in 1968,
General Sejna was knowledgeableabout
the shipments and personally super-
vised portions of the operation. There
were generally two or three shipments
of POWs cach year, always by air. While
the airplanes were manned by the So-
viet military, for security and deception
purposes the planes always bore the
insignia of some country other than the
USSR.; for example, Bulgaria, or Ru-
mania, or Hungary.

The flights used the secure Czech
military air basc at Zatek, which was
roughly forty kilometers from Praguc.
Special security measures were in ef-

fect when POAs were on the base.
Military counter-intelligence took over
base seeurity. All nunecessary person-

nelwere excluded from the base. Trans-

portation to Prague was provided by
the Ministry of Defense special trans-
portation battalion. Special buses
whose windows had been pained over
were driven to the planes. The POWs
were unloaded direetly onto the bus(es).
Onceloaded, the bus(es) et the airbase
by aspecialentrance manned exclusively
by specially cleared military counter-
intelligence guards,

I'rom the air base, the POWs were
driven directly to highly seeret military
counter-intelligence barracks at
Pohorele in Prague. Normally, twenty
to twenty-five POWs

but Irom cach otheras well. In the case
of the 1966 shipment, Sejna recalls the
problem they had inding enougl villas
to house these special POVWs and keep
them separated.

I“rom his position as lirst seeretary
at the Mol), Sejna was present several
times when the vans unloaded the
POAVs at the military counter-intelli-
gence barracks and personally visited
the POWs there and at the various se-
cret villas to ensure that the operation
was going according to plan. While
most of the POWSs were American,
there were exceptions. Sejna recalls that,
prior to his departure, two Australians
were processed along with the Ameri-
cn POWeand sent to the Soviet Union,
As was the case fol-

constituted a “ship-
mene;” although, on
one occasion, in the
fall of 1966, there was
a large shipment of
aboutsixty POWSs., As

a cover story, the

lowing the Korean

As was the case fol- War, Crech doctors
lowing the Korean
War, Czech doctors
participated in the

participated in the
medical experiments
using Vietnam War
POWSs in the Soviet
Union. The most im-

POWSs were referred n]edica] expcrimcnts portant experiments

to as students or {or-
cign soldiers who were
visiting Czechoslova-
kia for specialized
training. I'he barracks

using Vietnam War
POWs in the Soviet

Union.

were those dealing
with the development
of mind-control il
behavior-modibica-
tion drugs, the testing,

arca, which was where
foreign soldiers often stayed when in
Czechoslovakia for training, was con-
sidered a very safe place to hide the
POWs because they could be tightdy
secured yet their presence could be eas-
ily explained as just some foreign stu-
dents temporarily in Czechoslovakia
for training,

Often, asmall portion ol a shipment,
say three or four POWs, would be
separated from the main group and
housed at the Detense Council secre-
tariat villas on Rusveltova street and
Korejska street. The military intelli-
gence villa on Sluna street was also used
when needed. Once, there was a special
shipment ol only two or three POWs
who were also housed in these villas
rather than the barracks and during the
large shipment of 60 POWs in 1966,
there weresix orseven “special” POWs,
These select POWs were usually ones
who had decided to cooperate with the
Sovicts or who were sick and needed to
be isolated. The cooperating Gls were
selected from the POWs who were re-
garded as “progressive.” In all cases,
great care was exercised to isolate these
people, not only from the main group,

ol biological wartare
organisms, and tests of the effects of
nuclear radiation. Mind-control drug
experiments were designed to exam-
ing¢ the elfectiveness of a wide variety
of drugs that would influence human
behavior and mental capabilities. The
effect of such drugs under different
stress conditions was adso examined, as
previously noted. The Soviets also con-
ducted tests to determine how the ef-
feets varied according to age, race, and
intellectual background. I the laceer
vase, they wanted to know il the drug
ctfectiveness when given to officers was
different from what it was when given
to soldiers. One of the more important
findings that Sejna recalls was thae the
drugs that were used to influence he-
liefs were tound to be more effective
when used on men with higher educa-
tional achievements. I'hat is, it was
casicr to mold the minds of the intel-
lectuals than the minds of the *primi-
tives,” touse the Sovict expression. Spe-
cial substances (drugs and well as bio-
logical organisms) designed for use as
assassination weapons wercalso tested.
Oncofthe objects of these tests were to
develop substances that would resultin

Vol.1V, No.3

41




The RESISTER

the appearance of death from natural
Causes.

Ounc of the highest priority biologi-
cal warfare test programs was the test-
ing of unique diseases for which there
were no known cures and accompany-
ing tests of experimental treatments.,
Eftorts were also underway at that time
to develop new strainy of viruses that
acted quickly and could disable groups

of people within twenty-four hours ol

exposure, Olf-site laboratory support
for the various Soviet research projects,
such as blood and tissue sample analy-
sis, was provided by a varicty ot hospi-
tals, including the Czech Ceneral Mili-
tary Hospital.

Experiments involving the physi-

ological and psychological effects of

clecero-magnetic radiation—low fre-
quency to microwaves—on the human
specimens also were run durm;, the
Vietnam War era. In the late ~pnn;, of
1967, the Soviets stressed the impor-
tance of this electro-magnetic rescarch
to the chiefof the Science Administra-
tion of the Czech Ministry of Defense.
I'le subjectwasso inaportant that, upon
his return, he gave a talk on the subject
toa high-lev cl group ol Czechollicials,
which included the members ol the
Miuister's Kollegiom,

|1t is interesting to recall that ten
vears later, LLS, news media began car:
rving reports that the Soviets had been
deliberately bombarding the V.S, em-
bassyvin Moscow with low-level micro-
wave radiation, and that chis had been
going on since the 1960s. ¥ What they
did not report was that the ULS. had

conducted research into the effect of

Iow-pm\cr microwaves an the mid-
1970s. This research was motivated by
the Soviet radiation. Uhe tests that were
run on laboratory animals, including
primates, showed that such radiation
could be used to impair short-term
memory, totally erase task-oricuted

training, and induce a wide variety of

plnm.ll effects such as heart fibrilla-
tion and cellular disorders. |

Oncof the reports thae Sejna recalls
reading in late 1966 was based on the
POW experiments. lts subject was “the
éffects and improvements in special
destructive weapons for use in prepa-
ration for war [that is, during peace-
time| and during war.” Fhis report
covered the results achieved roughly
benwveen 1959 and 1966. One of the
principal mplu was the analysis of au-
topsy resules. The focus was on the

physical destruction of organs such as
the heart, brain, nervous system, and

“so forth. The data base included two

hundred to two hundred and tifty ex-
amples. Tow many cadavers this re-
ferred to Sejna could not recall. The ef-
{ects of hoth chemical and biological
agents on the destruction of organs
were considered, and recommenda-
tions lor further research were formu-
lated. The principal recommendations

were directed to the development of

drugs and biological organisms that
would destroy specific organsata faster
rate.

The most imporaant findings were
directed to the nervous system. There,
the eritical concern was to “gently de-
grade” an individual’s ability to fune-
tion, but not to destroy it The idea was
to saborage an individual's ability, but
not so much that the individual was
taken out of his job, placed in a hospi-
tal, and then replaced

perimental drugs developed in Czecho-
slovakia were first tested on prisoners,
and then covertly field tested on umi-
versity Gtudcnh, particularly those in
Woest (.crm.lnv They were also tested
on American POWSs in the Soviet
Union, which Czech intelligence pre-
ferred because it was operationally
much casier than thcunncrmvslmlcm
approach,

As anndication of size, in the late
1960s roughly hifteen Crech doctors
and about eight scientists from the
Crzech Academy of Seiences were in-
volved in the POW rescareh projects
in the Soviet Union. The experiments
thatinvolved Czech doctors and scien-
tists were carried outat roughly twenty
differentinstitutes in the Soviet Union.
The medical experiments also involved
avariety of Fast Furopean doctors and
scientists who, along with the Czechs
and their Soviet counterparts, were

formed into project

by anew, lully-capable
person. The report
also discussed the
problem ofdelivery of
the chemical warlare
drugs. There were two
different targets: indi-
viduals and groups,
which roughly meant

The American
POWs were also used
by the Soviets for
testing necw narcotic

drugs.

teams, This wis com-
mou practice lor sci-
entific researchin pri-
ority arcas. Vo hetter
locus their elforts and
to improve security,
the Soviets builta spe-
cial institute in the
Moscow area where

officers and soldicers.
Those whose performance they wanted
to degrade, but not so much that they
were removed from their jobs, were the
ofticers. The problem was how to sepa-
rate the delivery of difTerent agents. Tt
was all right if drugs intended for offie-
ers were delivered to soldiers, but the
reverse was to be avoided. Whate was
especially curious in this analysis was
the presence of experimental data that
had been collected in operations run
against U.S. military forces based in
Germany and in Okinawy, s

The American POWs were also
used by the Soviets for testing new nar-

cotic drugs. As indicated carlier,oncof

the most important Soviet and Fast
Furopean strategic intelligence opera-
tions was international drag traffick-

ing. Czechoslavakia was one of the lead
Soviet surrogates in this operation, ™
The development of better drugs was
partof the Czech chemicad wartare pro-
gram, where by "hetter” was mcant
drugs that prodluul better and fonger
lasting highs, drugs that were cheaper
and casier to produce, and drugs that
were more rapidly addictive.” The ex-

the sciennists involved
in drug, chemical, and biological war-
fare rescarch could be concentrated.
There was a special department at the
institute for PO research.™

Planning for Sccurity In
/\ntlup.\mm of War’
Termination

here was vetanother agreement

with the North Viernamese

that was oFspecial significance
and thatis particularly imporcant in
estimating what likely happened after
Sejma lett Czechoslovakia in 1968, In
roughly 1967, the Soviets encouraged
the Nordh Vietnamese to open a sec-
ond front; that is, a diplomatic front.
At that time, the Soviets knew the war
had 1o end sometime. Theyalso recog-
nized the poliieal clinvate in the United
States was growing opposed to the war.
Accardingly, they concluded the time
was ripe to begin plinning tor the end
of the war. As part of their planning,
the Soviets decided thae if a cease tire
were negotiated, all evidence of the ex-
perimental medical programs, and that
included the PO subjects themselves,
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had to be cither destroved or remaved
to the Soviet Union. Most of all, they
wanted to make certain that any evi-
dence that showed ecither the Sovict or
Crzech involvement in medical experi-
ments was removed to the Soviet
Union; for example, medical records
and equipment such as that associated
with the testing of biological organisis
and viruses.

Again, they encountered strong
North Vietnamese resistance. The
North Vietnamese were not concerned
about ending the war. I'hey saw the war
as a mechanism for destroving Ameri-
can imperialism and, thus, wanted the
war to continue.

Tough nepotiations were required
to bring the North Viemnamese around
to the Soviet view. The argument that
won the North Vietnamese over was
the problem af “stay-behind” agents,
The United States conld decide to end
the war by pulling out at any time.
When they did, the Soviets argued,
there would be a large number of stay-
behind agents that wauld be able to
migrate to the North, and those agents
might find out what had been happen-
ng.

he North Vietnamese agreed and the
Sovicts and North Vietnamese signed
an agreement to begin planning for the
evacuation of records, equipment, and
specimens that remained at the end of
the war. When the war would end was a
North Vietnamese decision, 1 lence, the
plan was keyed to the North Vietnam-
ese decision to terminate the war, Until
then, the experiments and related ac-
tivitics would continue.

This is when the planning for the
cventual termination of the experimen-
tal programs in North Vietnam began.
Itinvolved very few people, but all the
critical agencies were represented. ' The
Czechs were involved in these negotia-
tions because the movements of mate-
rial and people to the Soviet Union at
the war's end was to be through
Czechoslovakia.

As before, the critical aspect of the
planning was sccurity. All measures
were employed to assure the secrecy of
the operation. As originally stated by
the Soviet Defense Council when the
operation began in 1951, no one was
ever to know about this operation. That
was the guiding philosophy, from be-
ginningtoend.

Related Information

.S. officials were expecting well

aver 2,000 POWs to be re

turned during Operation
Homecoming in 1973, At that time,
DIA listed 667 Americans as POWs
and 1986 as NIA and many C1A and
so-called "black™ operations personnel
who were missing were notincluded in
the lists. Only 5386 POAVs were repa-
triated.

North Vietnamese and Russian
documents and sources have nowmade
it clear that hundreds of American
POAVs who were alive when captured
were never returned, The fact that the
numbers returned were far less than the
numbers ol POWsheld

has permitted other Communist bloc
countries to exploit these American
POWSs including Communist China,
the USSR, Cuba, Czechoslovakia and
other countries.”

“"Nmerican POWAS have been
taken 1o other Communist countries.”

"N tvpes of methods are
cmploved 1o extract intormation from
the POWC Thisgoes bevand the nommal
brainwashing and political
indoctrination and includes the use of
different drugs 1o weaken their will”

“The vathless interrogadonand
exploitation of American POWL i
inhumane.”

is confirmed by a GRU
document recovered in
1993, According to that

...2OWs were re-

s intormation,
Tan explains, came

document, at least 700 moved from North from official brictings

POWs were not re- Vietpam and sent

wrned. his general fig-

and discussions with of-
ficials and individuals

urc is also supported by tO China and Rus-  who were direetly in-

three different North
Victnamese sources.
This ligure is within the

sia for further ex- ., or
ploitation. POAVS,

volved in the exploita-
American

A CIA Saigon Sta-

range of the numbers
thatmight have become
medical guinea pigs as reported hy
General Sejna.

One of the more interesting ac-
counts of what happened to American
POWs is the testimony af the North
Vietnamese Army doctor Dang "lan,
who defected to South Vietnam in
1969, At a press conference on May
11, 1971, he said:

“Nmerican POWs. are being
reated as commodities.”

“Hanoi's representatives in Paris
[state] that NVN now holds only 367
American POWsin captivity. Ladies and
Gentlemen, this is untrue. | know that
already by mid-1967, when 1 departed
NVN, over 800 American PO\Vs were
then in captivity in NVN." [\When
pressed by news men, Tan stated that
the official number used in Hanoi was
1000, but that hebelieved this was high.
1is estimate was over 800. Additionally,
Tan stated that as many as 500 American
POAWSs had simply “disappeared.”|

“I'he Politburo policies require
that these Americans be exploited,
intensively as possible.”

“NVN, in violation of the laws
and regulations which apply to POWs,

tioncable on D Fanaleo
wentilies additional information from
Tan thatwas reported inthe Chind Luan
newspaperon March 20, 1971, sourced
to Tin Viet News Services, That infor-
nution included statements thac the ex-
ploitation of American POW . was et
forthina North Vietnamese treaty and
that POWSs were removed Irom North
Vietnam and sent to Chinaand Russia
for further exploitation,

Everything chat Dr Tan said as re-
ported in the various CLA and Stare
Department cables released by Sena-
tor John Kerry on May 26, 1993, pro-
vides support for the detailed account
provided by Generad Sejna.

Additionally, during hearings held
by the Senate Seleer Committee on
POW/MIA Allairs that Senator Kerry
chaired in 1992, several individuals,
most notably Jerry Mooney and Barry
Toll, explained that they had seen nu-
merous classitied documents on the
shipment of American POWs by air
from Southeast Asia to the Soviet
Union. Both men had held sensitive
intelligence clearances and were privy
to various intelligence information in
the carly 1970s. Mr. Mooney, who had
worked at the National Security
Agency, testified that he had followed
intelligence on American POWSs who
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were identified as “Moscow Bound.”
Mr. Toll, who had worked as special
security officer in the CINCLAN'T
emergency operations center, reported
that he had seen CIA and JCS reports
on Americans being shipped out of
Southeast Asia and that in one special
case,itappeared to him chatan attempt
was heing mounted by the United States
to lorce ane of the planes down,

Inall these cases, there has been clear
negligence in tracking down the infor-
mation, assessing its implications, cor-
relating it with other data, and making,
the tull record available to the public.*
/\dditimmlly. in the case of Dr. Tans
information, there is direct evidence of
cHorts to suppress che information on
the numbers of POWs held and on the
use of drugs to weaken the will of the

POWs. "

[.essons Learned

t the time of the Holocaust,

there swas information on what

was happening, but no one
wanted to listen, or take action, The use
of American POW:  as guinca pigs by
the communists is no different. ] he in-
formation is abundant, the crimes are
of the most licinous sort. But, no one
wants o listen, or take action,

Based on the information returned
by various individuals in their search
for answers to the question, “\Whye
happened to all the missing American
POW/MIAS," it appears that cicher
very lictle was learned from the 1lolo-
caust or the lessons are very sclcctivcly
applied. Regardiess of which is closer
to the truth, the fact remains that the
United States government has grossly
failed t honorits obligation to the men
and women in America’s armed forees,
And, as recognized by the Senate Se-
lect Committee in their final report, the
problem will not goaway—as much as
allthe U.S., Russian, Vietnamese, Chi-
nese, Czech, and other former Soviet
satellice ofticials mightlikeitto go away.
The ULS. Senators might be well ad-
vised to re-read their own words:
"Something very real happened to cach
of those hrave men, and our country
will not be at peace with itsel until we
aremorally certain we have done all we
could to find out whae. ™

While there is no accurate count of
the number of Americans who ended
up as Soviet guinea pigs, the number
trom the Korean War would approach
ifnot exceed 1,000 and, from the Viet-

nam War, at least several hundred, likely
over five hundred. How many from
World War 1 met chis fatea ndwhether
itwould have been better or worse than
those who perished in communist slave
lahor camps is anvone’s guess, Russia
isn't telling and the U.S. governmentisn
asking,

Are any missing American POWs
likely still alive® I'he more we consider
the above information, the more we
believe that the possibility is very good
that many more than a mere handful
may still be alive.

whoare too afraid to come home. I'heir
only interest is in winning votes while
trying to paper over the POW/AIA
problenm. The reasans are all too obyi-
ous: the lure of business profits to he
made; the need o avoid surfuciug the
duplicity of hundreds ol highest level
U.S. officials going hack torty years; and
the continuing desire ol the “establish-
ment” to hide the evils and crimes ol
sochlist reginies.,

NOTLS:

"For cvanple, the

Morcover, we believe
that il there were seri-
ousinterest, the search
for American POW/
MIAs could be far
maore cllective than it
has heen,

Without serious
question, the current
scarch cetforts are in-
herendy designed to
fail. No “cooperative”
ellorts, which consti-
tute the essence—if
not entirety—ol che
LLS. search efforts in
Russia,  Southeast
Asia, and Korea, are

It is hard to con-
ceive of a more dis-
graceful farce than

these “cooperative ef-

forts” that our Ameri-

can Senators and
high-level govern-
ment officials have
praised—and which
they all know to be a
farce.

source was the first 1o
ientify the Defense
Cauncil and jis impor-
tance, the role of the So-
cict Union in sponsaring
intermational terrorism,
the role of the Cuban,
Sovier, and Fast Fura-
pean intelligence services
W arennies tratticking,
and the existence and
particulirs of a conrdi-
wued fong-range plan o
sabverr and :lcslrny
Westernindustrial coun -
tties,

“Fhe faer that Gen-
cral Sejmis a DIA em-
flovee was made public
by the Senare Seleer

likely to obtain confir-
mation, especially because it is equally

clear that the U.S. officials in charge ol

the search do not want to find any-
thing *

All the participants and officials of

the participating countries know full
well that the entire program was a seri-
ous and deliberate violation of inter-
national faw and human rights, and as
stated by General Scjna, they all knew
it to be so. Many participants are as
alive as General Seyna and many hold
positions in the new regimes. No one
and no country is about to admic chat
any of the events describe by General
Sejna took place. With rare exception,
all relevant files were removed and
taken to Russia for “safc keeping™ be-
tore the Iron Curtain was allowed 1o
tall.

Itis hard to conceive of a more dis-
graceful farce than these “cooperative
cfforts™ that our American Senators and
high-level government officials have
praised—and which they all know to
be a farce. None of them can be said to
havea burning desire to learn what hap-
pened, or rescue any Americans who
may still be alive and held captive or

Commirree.

"The f\lllllilli.\‘lrélli()ll(l‘l(‘l".\l(‘(l vwnderthe
authority of deputy minister of defense
Feedinan Svobada, 11s chiel was Colonel
Rohac.

“The news of this bospiral was ales a
surprise to the CIA and DA when Sejna’s
mtarmation was brought 1o cheir antention
1992, This alsa saggests thar ne POVWs
recurned from i because had they, they
would have reported on the hospitalin their
routine debrictings hy 11,8, intelligence. I'he
existence of this hospital has now heen con-
tirmed by Crechoslovak authorides.

“T'his type of background informarion
is essential in plunning a strategy 10 obain
more information. One of the mechanisins
used by the Soviets 1o control countries has
been to insert its awn people into key posi-
tions in varioas countries. One of the best
examples of this process is Norih Korca, as
deseribed in “THow Russian Troops and
Guns Help Kill Americans,” U.S. Neaes &
Workt Report, May 28, 1954, 1" control
mechanism is siill impartant, While the
Soviet Union oo longer exists as such, the
KGR and GRU are siill very much alive,
along with their ability 1o cantral people of
intluence through hlackmail and intimida-
tion, especially people who were, and still
may he,important cover ageats.

"Oneofhiskevassistants was Dr, Mzak,
who was in charge of neuralogical research
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at the Central Milicary Hospical.

“I'he Kollegium was a small group (ten
i Ceechoslovakia) of senior officials who
acted almost as a “preliminary” Defense
Council at the Ministry of Delense. The
members were appointed by the Defense
Council. The Kollegivm was run by the
Minister of Defense. Except foroperations
and intelligence, all issues that were to go
before the Defense Council were first dis-
cussed in the Kollegium. T'he discussion on
the North Korean hospital arose during a
discussion of military ficld hospitals and the
knowledge that had been gained about how
such hospitals should be organized during
operation of the experimental hospital in
North Korca.

“I'he Defense Conncil has operated an-
der a variety of different names in different
communist countries. In Czechoslovakia,
the Defense Council was formally termed
the Military Committee of the Central
Commirtee from 1956 to 1969, Before that
it was called the Council for the Defense of

.the Republic, and in 1969 its name was

changed to the Highest Council for the
Defense of the State. FHenceforth, the term
“Defense Council™ will be used toavoid the
confusion that is produced by all the name
changes. Sejnadrafted the charter and regu-
lations for the Czech Defense Council in
1956 bascd on the secret Soviet Defense
Council documents he was given by the
Soviets. Te was the working secretary of
the Defense Council from 1956 to 1964
and, as such, in charge of its secretariat. The
ex officio secretary was the Minister of De-
fense, who at the time was General Bohimir

. Lomsky. The Defense Council met every

other week in the personal conference room
of the First Sccretary, on Tuesday afternoon.
I'he meetings began prompiy at 1:00 and
asually ran until 5:00 or 6:00. The Sovict
advisor was always present when events of
international significance were discussed.

*In cases of the utmost sensitivity, deci-
sions were made by a subset of two or three
members of the Defense Council, such as
the First Secretary and Minister of Defense
or Minister of Interior. .

Ihe members are established by law.
During Scjna’s time they were the First Scc-
retary, who was the chairman, his deputy,
the Prime Minister, Minister of Defense,
Minister of Interior, and Head ofthe State
Planning Commission. In 1967, another
official, the Chairman of Parliament, was
added.

"These arc the POW shipments on
which Sejna had knowledge. There may
have been, and most likely probably were,
ather shipments to the Soviet Union that
did not go through Prague and, hence, would
not have been known 1o Czech oficials.

Hln extremely sensitive intelligence
projects, such as this one using American
POWs, security measures were very care-
fully planned so that even the people who

were warking on the project did not know
its nature unless absolutely necessary, Cover
stories were devised so that participams re-

-ceived enongh information to do their jobs,

hut were mislead as to the true nature of the
project. The overall deceprion plan, or as it
was usually called, the “political plan,” in
which such measures were set lorth, was
prepared as part of the decision process, This
plan was reviewed and approved by the De-
fense Councilas part of the process of mak-
ing the basic decision. Fven deception plans
designed to protect the project in the event
that security was breached or compromised
were prepared indvance and approved by
the Defense Council.

"In this case, General Major Bojkov.

"Coded telephone communications
were used tor normal administration func-
tions, ¢.g. housckeeping. In this case code
words were used to refer to the operation or
location. Fxceptin emergency, serious mat-
ters were only discussed in person, face to
lace.

“General Lieutenant Evzen Chiad, an-
other former Soviet citizen.

“Ceneral Major M. Cery.

“As early as 1963, specialists within the
LLS. Atomic Energy Community knew that
the Soviet knowledge of the effects of high
levels of radiation exposure on humans was
greater than the ULS. knowledge. T'he un-
challenged assumption was that the Soviets
had gained this experienced as a consequence
of accidents and poor safety standards.
While that may have been the case, it is
now evident that chere is another more rea-
sonable explanation; to wit, their use of cap-
tive Gls in radiation dese experiments,
Additionally, on March 20, 1994, 60 Min-
utes had a special segment on the Soviet use
of civilian communities in radiation experi-
ments in which the communities close to
detonations were exposed to low level direct
radiation and subscquent fallont to test the
cffects of nuclear war on civilian communi-
ties.

Mosef Kudrna.

"General Major Josef Stavinoha.

*General Major Oldrich Burda.

H(General Major Vasil Lalo, another
former Soviet citizen.

21n 1961, this individual was General
Major Lalo.

"In the communist system (with the
exception of Poland} military counter-in-
telligence, which was responsible for pro-
tecting the integrlty of che milicary, actually
came under civilian intelligence and, as such,
served as an additional civilian watchdog,
the other being the political officers associ-
ated with the Main Political Administra-
tion.

POne of the great surprises when 586
American POWs were repatriated in 1973
was the absence ofany amputces. The gues-
tion Why? has never been answered. The
explanation might be that such operations

were conducted inspecialmilitany hospitals,
the e ones in which vartous miedical in-
telligence experiments were conducted. Any
PO entering such a hospital logically
would never have been permitted o leave
hecause the risk that would pose w the ap-
eration. This also appears to have been the
policy in the Korean War hospital from
which no patients are known to line lett
alive, except those shipped o the Sovier
Union for further experimental use,

“Other members were the first deputy
Mol.the chicfolmifitary intelligence, chief
of military counter-intelligence, and chief’
of the 2nd Administration ol the Mol,
which was the Crech counterpare o the
Soviet KGB imtelligence.,

*Sejna docs notrecall whether this ship-
ment was composed ot soldiers or civilians,
He personally observed the isolated Ameri-
can who was housed at the Rusveltova #1
villa. This individual, he believes, was an
adwvisor,

FQuong is the pronunciation Sejna
used. The Vietmamese mane can also be spelt
Kwang, Kuang, and Quang, While Scjna
believes Quongis the sine individaatas the
one that has been highly publicized follow-
ing the disclosure of the GRU docimment in
1993, he cannot be certain antil he bas the
opportanity to review i phatograph af
“Quong” referenced in the GRE doca-
ment.

M here were five departments in Scjna’s
secretariat. The "Special Department ™ was
most secret, T held all strategic plans and
the correspondence between the Miniseer,
the Soviet General Staft, and the highest
Party leaders, The other four deparimems
handled legiskative and legal attairs, military
discipline, entertmioment, and hospualiny.
T'he hospitality depavtment handled visic-
ing torcign dignitaries, including the villas
where they stayed.

PGeneral Oldrich Bueda,

“General Okacar Rytir.

"Later, this group became known as the
Military Council of the Warsaw Pact,

P Additionally, in 1965 Soviet officials
proposed a swap of American PO for
two Soviet spies. The same offer was re-
peated in 1966 by the German, Wallgang,
Vogel. A repeat otfer was made in 1967, at
which time the POAVswere said to be inan
East German military hospital, See May 12,
1993 Seate Department cable wraftic,

"I'his only referred to the shipmient of
South Vietnamese POWs through
Crechoslovakia. It was clear to Sejna that
the Soviets had a plentitul supply of South
Vietnamese for medical experimentsin the
Soviet Union. Reports on the effects ofany
drugrtests, especially mind-consrol drugs that
were only conducted in the Soviet Union,
contained data on the results of tests on
South Vietnamese.

“Australia was one of the places that
Gls went for rest and recreation. As such,
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Czechintetligence was active pushing drugs
omo the vacationing Gls and, where ap-
propriate, attempting recruitment.

“Contrary to the conventional wisdom
that sees the NMilitary Political Administra-
tion {MPA) as sunpl) an internal military
political correctness institation, the M PA.
particulacly its top officials, had a leadiog
role in intelligence operations, especially the
design, deception components, sceurity, and
personnel selection. The “why and how” of
imelligence operations of the highest sen-
sitivity were regularly discussed by Sejna,
who was also a member of the MI'A senior
internaladvisory bureau, and Gieneral Ma-
jor Prehlic with the Soviet head of their
MPA, General Aleksey Yepishev and histop
deputies, from whow Sejou anud Peelilic re-
ceived instructions on, for example, how
advise military intelligence olficials regard-
ing politically sensitive portions an intelli-
genee plans, reneral Yepisheviincideneally,
had been deputy chief of the MVD (KGR
prcdcccsmr under Stalin). He had been
phaced in that position by Krushehev to keep
watch over MVD activities. General
Yepishev also headed the KGI portion of
the intelligence task force under General
Mironov during the Brezhney strategy re-
viston of 1956-57 previowsly described. Serge
Petuchov headed the GRU sab-rask force.

“And through North Korea and other
commuanist countries such as Fast Genmany.

“See: “Making Waves™ and “The Mi-
crowave Furor,” Newsaweek, March 15 and
22.1976.

“T'he development ol this operation is
deseribed an dewil in Joseph DL Douglass
Je.y Red Cacaine: The Drugging of Asnevica
(Atlanea, Clarion House, 1990). Sce also:
Joseph 1. Douglass Jr., and Jan Sejna, “In-
ternational Narcotics Trafficking: The So-
vier Connection,” fonrnal of Defense and
Diplomacy, December 1986,

“By 1967, Crech scientists had devel-
oped several new “recreational” drugs that
in their judgment were better than cocaine.
The Soviet advisor directed them not 1o
place it o the market hecause they had al-
ready succeeded in placing the blame tor
warcoties distribution on organized crime
and the appearance of these new drugs
might ratse unwanted questions about their

origins,

“Similarly, before Sejna leftin 1968, the
Czechs had appropriated the money for the
construction of anew centerin C rechoslo-

vakia wheré the best mindsinvolved in drugs,
chemical and biological warfare, and nuclear
radintion could be concentrated.

"Ministry of Defense, General Suafl,
Military Intelligence Administration, Aiv
Force. Health Adminiscration, Central
Military Hospital, Administrative Organs
Departinent, awl wilicary countes-intelli-
gence.

Mo a Letter to the Editor, Iashington
Times, March 19,1994, Roger Hall writes:

“Information on prisoners of war and those
missing in action in Vietnam is being with-
held fram the public in defiance of Presi-
dent Clinton's order that it be declassified
by Veteran's Day 1993,

“T'he Library of Congress, which prints
the Guide to Vietnam-Era Documentation
Collection in Microfilin and coverts the
POW/MIA documents received (rom the
Department of Defense (DoD) to micro-
form, is not able ta identify material from
the National Security Agency (NSA) that
Dol) alleges was sent there. NSA has in-
structed Dol notro label any of the NSA
material received from it as either NSA or
CIA, and to disinform the public ot its ex-
istence and how to access that information.

“Necording 1o Dol), the NSA docu-
mentation in guestion is available at dhe
Library of Congress, but the material has
been deliberately mislabeled and scattered
into ditferent categories. Those who wish
access to these documents are thwaried by
the deliberate and malicious concealiment
ofinformation. 'here is no way for any av-
enge citizen—or c\pcrl—-(lmng rescarch on
the POW/MIA issue to find this particular
material,

*This documentation originally con-
sisted of 150 boxes of NSA material that
verified testimany by former Air Foree and
NSA analyst Jerry Mooney that there were
Americans in captivity who were not re-
turned. There are intelligence documents
in those boxes that Mr. Mooney didn'tknow
abuout that also verify his testimony.

“T"his informacion has been declassificd;
itis not the property of the NSA any more.
The Do) is interfering with the propenty
of American citizens and our right to know,
T'his information was available during the
Vietmans War and was not forwarded by
NSA o the proper decision makers at the
time (as M. Mooneys testimony before the
Senate select committee on POWs/N LAs
reveals), and it is being withheld again by
decein 1o prevent people from knowing the
wrong that has been done.

“I'his denial of access is in deliberate de-
fiance of the presidential arder to declassity
the materials, and those materials are being
hidden by the very people entrusted 10 assist
inmaking them available. Thisis being done
10 hide the fact that Americans were held
whenthe public believes thatall POWs were
released.

“We don't want classificd imtormation
on witat the NSA is doing now. We want
in POW information that has already been
declassified and supposedly released 1o the
public. The NSA is exerting control over
information on abandoned U.S. military
men who it could have saved. Beeause of
NSAsarrogance, it fatled in its responsibil-
ity.and now its interference with documents
compounds the ariginal wrong,

“Task Force Russta, the Dol group that
is looking into the possibilinr of POWs hav-

ing been sent to Russia, was working under
the assumption that M. Mooney's testi-
mony was not eredible beeause the records
Me. Moaucey deseribed conld not be found.
Tleat information was found and withheld
trom the investigators laoking for the link
between Vietnam and the former Soviet
Uninn. These investigators were trving 1o
find oue if’ specifically identified men were
sent from Vietmam o the Soviet Union,

"lnaddition to this, Ed Ross, director of
the Defense Department’s POW-NMIA of -
Ilu: misintormed Congressin his testitnony
before the Asia and Pacific Subcommittee
on Feb. 10, e said that all POW/NIA
information had been declassitied and that
more than 1.5 million pages of documenta-
tion were avalable to the pablic. The Li-
hrary of Congress estimates that it had only
750,000 pagres as of Februacy [ 1994]. ’

“I'bere is much more that the president,
Congressand the Public are being deceived
about,

“This wrong must be carrected; onr
clected government shoudd not be detied by
government employees, The President has
declassificd these documents; the public has
aright to know,

“Details on these .lllq,.mnns are
presented in Joseph D, Douglass Jr.,
“Malleasance in the Search for Ameri-
can POW/NIAs,” Canservative Re-
vreaw, November/December 1993,

BULS. Senate, Seleet Committee on
POW/MIA Aflairs, Report of the U.S.
Senate Select Comurittee on PON/NIA
Afjairs, January 25,1993, P.56.

FThisissadand deplorable, but nev-
ertheless true. The deliberate efforts by
U.S. officials to subotage information
and sources can be documented. Mid-
level officials, including those within
U.S. intelligence, have lied, misrepre-
sented information, and falsified the
record inan eflort to sabotage infor-
mation. According to the reports in The
Neae York Times, this also appeirs to be
true of State Department officials, See:
Steven Greenhouse, "New Doubts
Cast On POMW. Eftore: Cable Says
Russians Asserted ULS. Ofticials Dis-
couraged FFull Release of Data™ The
Nee Yark Times, February 18, 1994,
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