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CIA says Hanoi assists in POW search

US. pleased despite lingering secrets

By Bil Genz

THE WaS-HNTTUN TWES

Hanoi has increased copera

tion with US. investipators s2arch-
ing for American prisoners From
the Vietnam War but is still keep-
ing gzcrars, including information
on captured UUS. soldiers rent to
Russia during th2 conflict, accord-
ing 1o & ClA report released yes-
terday.
_ Noting acsistance generaly has
improved, “we tkink Hanoi has not
been completely forticoming on
certain POW/MIA matters’ said
the reporl by the Walicnal Intel-
ligence Councii.

“In some instances we helieve
full disclosure wosild prove embar-
rassing tv the regime,” the report
said. “For 2xample, Hanoi contn-
ues o deny that US. POWs were
mistreated while in caphivity”

1).5. intelligerce agencics also
believe Hanoi is withholdirg rec-
ords that “would dircredit its deni-
als ol mistreatment™ of U.S. prison-
£TE.
Sen. Robert C. Smith New
Hampshire Republican, 8 member
of the Armed Services Committee,
said the report contradicts cleirhs
made by President Clinton in nor-
rnalizing relations with Vietnam ia

1555 that Hanwi is fully cooperat-
ing oo POWSs. *"There has not been
geod faith, full disdosore by Ha-
noi,” Mr, Smith Baid in & statement.

Soldiers who returned from the
conflicl tojd stories of systemalic
torture and abuse gt the hands of
their Viemamese captors.

“A few reports of transfers of
1US. POWs 1o Russia and cther
countries are unexplained and the
haoks remain ppen.” the report
sair.

US. investigators have con-
ducted 120 'Tive-sighting” probes
— information aboul living PDWs
possibly left behird since the end
of the conflict — but “none hus
gznerated any credible evidence of
American POWSs Ieft in Vietnam”
the report said.

The “hree-page sumurary of the
Natiomal Inteligence Estimsate on
Vietnamese conperation on POW
irsues was released by the Penta-
g, which igin charge o’ the issve.

The Vietnamese have prolested
having to myestigate reports that
FOWs remain in the country, “hut

rcports appear regularly — most
recently on five POWs pnesibly he-
ing held in Lacs,” th2 repert said,

noling that procedures exst for

“resolving™ the cases.

Vietnamese cooperationwas de-
scribed zs “excellert” or “goul”
far Held pperations ty reccver and
return remaing of UK. service-
men; help with probes in third
countries, sucht as Lsos; and pro-
viding declunents, personal arti-
facts end equipmert, the report
said.

The report said the unresolved
POW issues will ne2d contouwed
close attention by the 1LS. zovera-
nenl.

Two obstacles mus! be overcome
to achieve success, it saiil. The First
involves “technical prublems”
with retrieving archval material,
conacting leads and carrying ol
Held activities. The second prob-
Jlemis “overcoming political obsia-
cles” — Viemam’s -~eloctance to
copperate due to isste of sover-
eignty and “obstructonist tenden-
cies” by the Comnsanist povern-
mient.

US. intelligence agencies also

reviewed twy documents ohtaned
from Russign gavermment ar-
chives that show lerger numbers of
American prisnrers were held
captive than the Pentagon esh-
mated. They riism:ssed the reports
gs nls=.

Disclnsurz of the two documnents
was seneational because they bol-

stered the claims of maoy POW/ |

MIA advocasy groups who have al-
leged the Pentagmn has » “mindset
v debunk” elf reports of POWs left
behind.

The so-called “735 rzport” s a
Russizn translation of a report by
Viememese Workzrs’ Party Szcre-
tary Foang Anh o a 1971 confer-
ence.

Thesecond document, the “1205
report,’ was a wensladun oy re-
port 1o the Vietnamiess ruling po-
litburo by L Gen. Tran Van Qusng
on Sept. 15, 1972, staring that 1,205
US. PDWs were in captivity, That
was more tian twice the npumber
of American priseners "eturmned in
1973 Operaion Homeoaming.

The Pentapgon helicves 2,081
LS. militery personnel are ‘mac-
counled for from the conflictl in
Southeast Asia. Since the end of
-he wer, the remeins of 502 Amer-
‘cans have been repatristed fram
‘he region.

Marchers

By Liz Tmita

WEIHRGTON TIMES

NEW YOR¥ — Civil rights ac-
tivists vesterday hailed & federal
courl decision that will sllow a
masgve march for vorng people

win the ri

differcnce to me”

Askerl abput possible anti-Tew-
ish expressions at the event, hz re-
pied: “The Jews nave aothing to
do withthis march. We wouldr't go
ic Crown Hzights and tell thern
whio’s prinp o be the convener of

t to rally in Harlem

unconstitutional. He rejected the
city's arpumer!t tha: Malcolm X.
Boulevard could not accomnodate
the huge pumnmbers expectzd to at-
tend the cally.

MayorRudoiph W. Giuliani, who
has branded the event “a hste
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hammad as a friend of the court.
hailed the decision as a victory “in
the finest tradition of federal
courts in this country whc have
historically beer. the safety valvr
to protect citizeas’ First Amend-
menl rights”

e . i AL B En

]

AL

Z_

G:11 (144) 86 8

¢

160 'd



