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Frem:  AlIPOWMIAI@a0l.ccm <ANPOWMIAIGa0! com>
To: AlIPOWMIAI@aol ccm <AIIPOVMIAIQ a0l com>
Date Wednesgay. February 03. 1998 7'5¢6 AM
Subject: POW Russis - POWs
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A.dv:ocacy And intelligence indiax
For Prigoners Of War/Missing in Action, Inc [AItPOWMIAL)
8ot Necc! and Andi Wolos

THE POW/MIA E-MAIL NETWORK (2)
pifeb03 99a

Sut,ij' Russia/POWs
Dats’ 98-02-02 08
From. MIKE BENGE

Wa’shinglon Times
131199

Thé State departrent needs to reves! evernything thy have on POW-MIAS

The Jan 12 article “State Depertment accused of stifing POW-MIA

probe,” reconfirms the Administration’s Den't ask, don't tell policy regarding

the'

swgcch 10 information on American POWs reportedly taken to the former Sovist

Unior. However if true, the quLote from & Russian parismentaran--that during

a meating In Moscow last month * .we were told by your government, your State
Depertment, not 10 pursue these issues"-borders on ¢riminal negligence Even

thig is not new news

In June 1802, Russian President Boris Yeltain arnving in the US made
@ stunning revelation that American POWs had been taken to the Soviet Union
During an interview with NBC's Dateine, Yeltsin stated, "Our archiven have
shown this 10 be true. Some of them were transferred o the tarritory of the
former USSR and we-s kapt in labor camps. We don't have complete data and can
only surmiss that somae of thein may stil be alive.” An immadiate concarted
effort 10 debunk Yeitsin's reve ations was launched First the Administration
clajmeg that Dateline had translated Yeltsin's ramarks incorrectly Afier NBC
ifled the transiaton, Yeltsir was then accused of having ¢runk too much
Vﬁa‘on the trip over and had misspoken However, Yeltsin's remarka
corroborates testimony by
Ctbch:Gemrll Jan Senje, lhe highest-ranking East-bloc defector during the
war. Gen. Senja lestified bafore Congress that he had sesn nurmerous
ngan POWs from Vietnarn who were taken to the Saviet Urion through the
h Republic. A former member of the U.S -Russia Joint Commission an
WIMIAS 1010 us that gfter Yeltain returned to Russis in 1952, a cable was
st (by whom, we are not sure) warning him that further revelations >n POWs
could jeopargize aid 10 Russia.
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When the famous "1205 docuinent” was found i '
T : in the Russan archivag by a
g’rldate resedarcher, a Russian archiviat steted that there were & large nun{ber

imjlar documents in Russia's archives bu: that the Americans werert
lr‘nte:ested in therp. The Russlan archivist was ‘mmediately silenced The

1205 document” wag a Russion intelligers# report on a North Vielnamase
conlmunm meeling in which the Vistnamese reveaiad that thay wera holding a
much larger number of Amaerican POWSs than the ones who were released in 1973

Ewe:e s gooxi reason 10 doubt the senicushess of the Administralicn's efforts
“invesigate these raports. We “eceived 8 copy of 8 US intelligence report
quo{mg en interview froin Pravia with a WwWIl Amerlcan POW in Russia The
3legad POW

wis US Army Sergeant Jim Palrick, who had been captured at the Elbe River in
Gennany in May of 1945 The person had ali the right credentials  According
to the Pravda article, Sgt. Patrick had contacted the US Embassy in Moscow in
hopd of returning 1o the US He was rebuffed. We contacted the Defenge
Depanment's POW/MIA Monitcring OMice (DPMO). Wae were toid that it was
unatie to find the Pravda arlicié, 3o the invastigstion was dropped What
haprenad 10 Sgt Patrick? Dont ask, don't tell

éﬂhqu?h a piethora of imteliigence reports about thess POWSs ex.st. the
enira

lntell‘uenoo Agency claims to hava relatively faw related documents. This
is dificult to believe Both Pres denty Bush and Clmton issued execulive
ordars to

deciassify all infecmation on POW/MIAs. However. the CIA, the Defense
intethganca Agency. and others in defiance of these orders. have yet to
relegse thia information.

Naw! the DPMO 18 reportedly decimaling the capability of the unt in DPMO that
provides research and investigetive suppon to the U 8 -Russia Jont
Commussion. 19 all this surpriging? 1 18 in keeping with the
admiistration's policy of Don't 28k #on't tell:

Dslotes Apodece Alfond Michaa! D Benge
Naticnal Chair Washington Representative
Naiidnal Alliance of Families Naticrel Alliance of
Famiies for POW-MIAs
for POW-MiAs Falls Church. VA
Bollovue. Wash
-end -

Dyring the Viatnam War, a n Jmber of piiots who had intncate knowledge
ol many of aur top secrel programs, imgiudirg our missile programs, elactronic
warfure systems, and our newast radar svaging aircraft (F-11 1), were foolishly
sent {o Vietnam to be shot down and captured by the communists Of speciai
wierest wae how we rendered the Russian SAM misglis defenge Of Hand!
relatively InuMactive Intefligencs reports indicals that the North
A9y ‘
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V'j;'.'?”""“ were Wititig over American FUWa with "spec'pi 1aients ' 1o e

R B8:idna 88 payment on their war debl. Correspandingly. the Russians made
glant leaps in improving their lechnology in thesa related areas. The Russiai
technicians and pilots in open source documents gave special thanks to their
"Arerican friends” for this advancement In

toc‘gwnology {authors)
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DISCLAIMER. The content of ihis messege is the sole raspongibility of tha

orig nator. Pasting of this mesaage to the POW/MIA E-MAIL NETWORK (¢) list
doe}d not show A[IPOWMIAI erdorsement. It is pravided $0 you may make an
informed decision. AIIPOWMIAI is nct associated in any capacity with any
United States Government agency or entity, nor with any noh-gevernmental
orgénization

Advocacy And Intelligerice Index
For Prisonsrs Of War/Masing 11 Aclicn, inc
1220 Locust Avenue, Bohemia, Long tsiand, New York 11716-2168 LISA
Voice: (1-516) 667-9087 Fax (1-518) 244.70397 TOD: (1-516) 2446808
E-mail AlIPQWMIAIGagI.com (Bob Necch)

- andi@earhink.net (Andi Wolos;
Website’ htpu/fwww. giipowmia. 2arm/
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