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SUBJ. Refuvee Interv1ew Crave51te of US Casuglt"‘

" COﬁmander, JCRC 'L;f:ifﬁfﬁ
'_"'Barbprq _'Prnnr' HT QnRA') '

f‘zz%gggf?;reportgé EEat_&Eﬂgupe“197l he was a Egdoer of the‘
R W i O o o T R e T T B IR which was part of
~a larger force attempting to break the seige at Firebase 5, located in
" the tri~border area. ., The source was unzble to locate the precise’ .

positlon of Firebase 5 but it was a few kilometers sou-H o‘ Dak,To.

Whlle[‘Jc?EEEEE&g unit was attamptlng to flghc their way iato the . Firebasa SRR
_he saw the corpse of an American Advisor. : Because the American’remains ;i
were co-located with the remains of 30-40 Vietnzzese members of the 1lst
- Battalion, 42nd Regiment, 23rd ARVN Division, i}gyﬁi%fwgassumes he uas‘
an advisor to ‘that unit. ‘:J:%é?}i;;hlalms thzt, beczuse of the fact
"the bodies vere decomposing, his commander ordersi the bodies buried.:
They werc 211 buried in a sHullow unmarked, co=Ton grave anéd no - '::j

identification was removed. This grave was about 800 meters fron

Firebase 5, in-an unknown, to ["ZE=3Easn dlrect on.

NEDESZAES S unit had no American advisors and hz doas et know ;E an} *;“:~“$ﬁ
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report was made of this incident to other Arerlcaq advxso;;, or to ST o
Vietnamese officials. _ SRR ‘ Jﬁg.-tﬁjﬁ?gj
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SUBJ. Burial of Ameqicdn Remains - -
. TO:l. Commander, JCRC - *: C
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EERIIITE provided the following ln;opnatlon du“lnv thlslh_,
“interview: ' :

. 1. The date of the burial would have been-about April .
1971, as opposed to June 1971 as originally reported.  This
new date is based on sources discovery of a death certlflcaue
of a friend wne had been killed at about the sane tﬁme._

.

2. In atterpting to esteblish & mora precise location a
series of questions prchuced the following 1aformation: '

. U, T AL (8 f ottt (LT S ey

‘a . q:;gggﬁggﬁ unit was airlifted by Uq a;rc“a;~,'
(C-130s) from Xontum to the vicinity of Tan;Can (probably.
Pak To) 2nd moved by VNAFT helicopter to the'battle arez.

‘b. The battie occurred near the Canbod an borde“
{within 2-10 knm) and in the vicinity of Een het. TR

c. Source identified an area in the vicinitj'of
YB7622 as the location of the battle.
d. The remains weére first observed while they wWere
in a trench that-hadrbcen part of the 22nd Division's.defe:ses

L s
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3. In “esponse to questions that were raised concernicng
the individuals description and the condition of the remains
the following was reported:

a. The remains were those of a white man, with a
very thin face and wearing a mustethe.

b. Source bea lieved that the individual wes a non-
.comnissioned officer adv150r to the 22dd Division..
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| c. .:x;ﬂQE:EE seemed to rechll thau ghe lrdlvldua15§

e?wéu reJat d to supply or replacements or nay ‘haye been® ar

»;rhulnccmcnt “or lnvolved in resupply. jhla‘recollectl orn

wwasibased on conments. made bj other ARVN soldiersat s
the tlnL 0L the lnCldLnL. R ,;ﬁﬂ« o
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- d.; Hc vas gquit
h th

been at ‘Tan Can wit

LR e.: He estlmateu
been dead as lo v'as one
ﬁrﬁ': Ff f. He could recall no eq ‘p €
Wlth the burlal s;te.

ha .

ﬂji. “u. 'Attache ‘as an inclosure is a skcuch of the area in’
»-.which the i nc1de t tooxk ylace. SRR R

Interviever's Connants.' Some of thE 11c0n51suenc1es mcy
iresult from the initial: lnterVLewer not understardlng “the
“leircumstances that WIS was describing. . For ex ample
»his-unit was not' involved, dlrectly, in the. battle for
J-FSE. 5, and FS3 & but were engaged -in action that related

'to_ElliﬂgFttle. I an coavinced ‘that the 1nc1d=nt that" g

S g% describes took place, basically. as he. descr;bes;

P A

"it, allowing for any daviations based on mezory. and recoll
Mese 4% . CIR el R PR i

ection. I am also convinced that LSS s does not have
the reguisite skill and/ox recollection to eshabllch q;ﬁi
prec1se or even close abproxlnatlon,'Oﬁ a 1&0, of the a“e=
~in which the action ‘took, place. Furtner, ‘it is ll?ely
that he never knew eyactly vhere ‘he was even: dur:.nc *he

‘period of the battle, as far as a rap locatlon s concarne“.
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Sketch of burial site, 7 : | .f', 5 L T
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