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---[,~.:::C.:,.'::d;:~;n reported that in Jun~ 1971 he 'W<:!3 'a oe:::;ber of. the ['~~ 
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a l~rger force atteliipt;ing to break the seig'e at Fi~ebase 'S,located' in'" 
'the tri-border area •. The source 'Was uneble to locate the precise':,' 
position of FirebQse S but it ~as a few kilot:le~c=~ south ,of:D3k:To~ 

'. ,,' 
. • .' '. -' . ., - --."">;~. , ! 

While t~n-~ urlit 'Was attempting to fight:. thdrwa'y into the Firebase ',; 
he saw the corpse of an American Advisor. Because' the American' ie'mains )- ";'.f 
'Were co-located 'Wi th the remains of ·30-40 Vietn2::.ese members of the Is t " 

,. ' __ .J : • 

. Ba ttalion, 42nd Regiment, 23rd ARVN Division, t'i~?;5~~~ assu;nes he 'Uas; :.i 
an advisor to ·that unit. E~'~;;~ dai;ns t:.ha't, because of the' fact ;,. ..- , . 
the bodies \.Jere decor.lposing~ his cori:lander orc::!e::-ai the bodies buried." I',::' .. ,",: 
They ",'ere all buried .in a shallow, un::larkec!,' co=::m grave and no' ::'i 

identification \-1as removed. This grave was about 800 mete-rs from 

1 •• :. 

Firebase S;in an UnknO\ffi,to P-:.rl.:~~:'~" direc:tio:1. . .~ . . ., 

r;:1";~:'= .. :":-7~~:'=:: . u' n < t h~d 0 
. c.:.~:-;.o.:'~~::':.:.: ~::.'::':';r:. - c;,; ~ Ame:rican 

incident report ~as made of this 
Vietnamese officials. 
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advisors and he dces·"r\.ct kno\/ L~ ariy:' '·F:·; 
. . .... ~ . , 

to othel' At;:ericen adVisors, or tCi'~;~,,:'; , .. ; i:: 
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information-during, this' ,,: ., . 
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1. The date o~ the burial would have been 'about April. 
1971, as opposed to june 1971 as originally reported. This 
new date ii based on sources discovery of a d~ath certifi~at~ 
~f a friend who had been killed at about the sace tim~;' 

2. In attempting to establish a mo~e precise location a 
series of questions produced the ~olloning information: 

. t:.:;-..:. .... '~~"':"'.:t.-1'.-.. :-,..~.""":'? .. :.... ~ l' - ... d b U'" .. . .z:;",.: a " t.""~·~1!""'~{""~~·:·::: un ~. Ha s a~:::, 1. r. e . y ::: a ~r c:::' a ... ~' .. ' 
(C-130s) from K~ntum to the' vicinity of Tan~Can (prohably 
Dak Toland moved by VZIAF helicopter to the battle area. 

b. The battl~ occurred near 
(within 2-10 km) and in the vici~ity 

, ~ 

the Cambodian~o~de~ 
f B 'H t "-,; '. o en e. ir .. ·... 

•• '- "\"0 ..... .. 
c. Source identified an area ~n the vicinity 'of 

Y87622 as the location of the battle. 
. ' 

d. The remains w~re first observed while they Were 

.. 

in a trench that had heen ~art ?f the 22nd Division's defe~Ees 
. ~. 

" 

3. In, res?onse to questions that were raised concerni::g 
the individuals descriotion and the condition of the re~ains - . . 
the follo~ing, was ~ep~~~~d: 

a. The remains ~ere those of a white man, with a 
vevy thin face and ~earing a mustache. 

b. Source b~lieved that the individ~al was a non­
_,commissioned pfficer advi5~~' to the 22nd Division .. " 



) :,;':-:;~~\~~~.:l:l .~) .. ' '; \. :. ...... _. ~ : ~~. < • .' > ! ' ' ~. ;' -~:-.'-""'~:-::r';7;~1l'I'Il~~!"'I!ft"'" 
. i'~~'S~::t.<·:·~.:"· .-1' " , • . • "". • :.,: 'fJ!;'\'i" • .... ,:'!:'7n~t~1~!f~~~:~1~i#:~i 
,:.r;':.::(:" . c.' ·I:':,;;.:~.:r.;;';-.;.o,.~j seemed to recnll that the lndl.vldual )ri!!H(.;li~, 

. ~'.was relutcd to sl!pply or' repluce:::~nts 0:::- may have becn·a:··I;ilt.~}~'~.i}n; 
.':'-'rep],1'! C '1 •• 1 e nt, or in vol '1cd in.re:> upp ly. _ "fh i s re c~ll e cti~r; rafJ~:n~Df 
.:f ~ a:::':b:i s ('d on cO::l;ne n t srnad e by other A RV ~i sol d far!; ... a f' ':".~~~ .~.~-;.:~.::;:.::-:-;::.;;: 

• .. .• ' .' " .. _'" . • - -:. " ....... ;l/;'\.j,N-t;~~('. 

t~t,.h~?~m~. of' the lnclcent. '. -.~. ·'.:,'{;1;~;J~iftil~lj;1 
, . 'd;. He was quite sure that the individual had p~e~io6~i': 

:'be e~' at Tan Can w i t~ t h '! nnd D.i v i ~ i~n . .:: _ .' ~ ':.{;~:;'f:g'i~Hl.!~l~~i~ 
,~"'.', .e .: He e s't i rna t e <1 the t .t h c ~i n d i"v" i d t:a l~'~~ciy~-' h a'v eO" ".~:, ~~";!'::;"f~~~~~~':~~:i" 
.~._w ___ '-' . o'>ti. o .. l(, •• ~,:: " •• ·~.·((·\...e·};'~~·'-"';' 

,-"be en ,dead as'lo:1g 'a s on e mon th . wherbi~e saw the lr·~r.:,: l ns.,", :{,;;f ~ /J~;~;., 
'. , • • '!.. •. ••••• •••• ::.~i . .: ".. .'~:.' :~'i'f,J'~t:;1f:r .. ~~r;t~,;: 

:::;< ~.. f. He "cQuld recall no' ~·quip:::e:::tbeing~~~~sC;ci"a·;:?~di:~:.~j~g,W~t; 
'with·the·burial site.' - .': ;' ,.'.":;'~'\I'.~·';·H!iii;j~~~~.: 

.' .... -'. ~:~ >' '"::. :?;ij·~;::.~i'~~~~iJ~i 
.. "4. Attached'as ap.. inclosure is a skc ... ch.of.·the ·area·~n.''''';<."·;',·,, 

:.' w'h i ch th~ in ci cle n t tooY. place. "<" . <,':': ~:;;!~;~;f.~~fJt:: . 
. ' In te!'v i e ..... er I sComl:lan ts : ' Some of the: i nconsistenc i esmcy :.:':~>[~.'i:);~L; 

:'~.:'resultf1;'o", the ini'tialinterv.i~.wer.notunderstand.ing 'the ji~::;:f:<: 
'circulllst ance s tha t r~;;~i.'.21;:tDr.;;;'~was :<'ie scr ibing~ ::' For example' ;~~I:;:,F': . 

. his unit was not' involved, directly, in thebattle.f?r:~:·'~);\''i; 
FSBS •. and FSB6 but '~ere engaged in action".that 'related'<::i~:; 
to this battle. I an: convinced ~hat the incident,th~t ~~[; 
r.s:YI~:'!@ describes took pla~e, basicaUy. as he.describ~situ;' 
"it,' alloHing fer any de-"iations based on nel:lory.and·recoll-':;t,·~ii-·: 

. I 1 . d h =,.-.... N""' ........ = d . 'h' .. ,. e. " , ectJ.on. am a so CO:1VlnCe t at r~"'-'i:'i::,:'i-:;-",,?.~~ .. oes' not ·a:V,e;<;l.:·::·~' :.'i: 
the reQuisite sldll and/or rec:::illcc'tio:l to establis~ a ····~;<;'F.:·ii,:(:. 

- • , . - .,. -.', r-.-n',·, '~'-~'·'.C 

precise or even closeappro:dlilo.tio.n,: 0" a. ",2.p,:,.of the .a!':e:!·.::<:d.: 
,.in' which the action,.toox. pla~e. 'Further, it is likely:c;T;:~':}·.:·'::L·; 
that he never k:1el.j exactly .where 'he was even"during 'the 1'.::::"UT·". 

'period of the battle, as far asa r.lep locati.on:is·concernec.~· ~"L~ 

/'/0 ~i?J cl-i ..., ,i; :-J i 
CS~I'l\C' ~r.. ESV CLAY/U"'S:>'.'A';" .' .. :..':;}.,::~,,:' ". ~i 

/1 ': . . " j'.' 
Jec Operations Sergeant":"'" .iF; 
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"1 IncI 
Sketch of burial site 

'.~ . 

. -•... ~ .. , ... 



:'- , .. " 

_",' ,J 

". 

./ 
K."·"' .. 

1 

... 

. , ...... '. 

• 

. ' .. ,­. ' .. , 
~ 't' 

. . 

•... ~ 

". . . 

" .., . 

..•. ~' 

• 

., 

.. , 

. ' ... 

• 

.. 

", . 
'.' ,.-" .. ,' 

' .. 

,.<:~: :.~:jt~1 
., 

" , . . ' . 
; 

" .. " .. 




