
April 18, 1995 

• 

Mr. Bill Bell 
National Veterans Research Center 
c/o V.F.W. Post 
4209 Boys Ranch Road 
Lavaca, Ark. 72941 

Dear Mr. Bell: 

I read about your organization in the Legion Magazine and was so 
happy to hear of your research center as I've received no satis­
faction through the years regarding my search for my late husband, 
Jackie Lee Cole, who is missing in action from the Korean war. 

I tried to get his service record and was told they were dis­
troyed in a fire in 1975. I requested assistance from the Dept. 
of Defense in 1951, but received little information. 

I have some information as to his whereabouts at the time he be­
came missing. My feeling is if T could obtain the name and ad­
dress of his Lieutenant and ascertain whether he lived to tell 
the story (or became a prisoner or was ~illed) perhaps we would 
have at the least, a clue as to what happened to Jackie, as 
Jackie was a radioman and was in the same foxhole as his Lieutenant 
at least a few hours before his disappearance, if not at the very 
time of his disappearance. Here's how I know these things: 

Jackie's best friend, Jesse Loder, was injured in the same battle. 
At that time, he aSked the medics to take him to Jackie who was 
a few foxholes away from him. (In the accompanying letter to my 
mother, Mrs. Hunter, it states that Jesse "asked the medics how 
Jackie was· rather than taking him to him.) There is a descrepancy 
here; however, we do know that at 2 p.m. on October 10, 1951, 
Jackie was still alive. Then, according to the enclosed Chaplain's 
letter, he wasn't seen for some time prior to withdrawal. 

Jackie's name was not listed on any POW list, yet the enclosed 
article was printed in the L.A. Examiner. It was felt at that 
time by his family that this was printed simply because he was 
missing and may have been a prisoner. I wonder if a 11 the rest 
of those listed were actually proven to be prisoners? Also-
I wish now that I had contacted Congressman Roosevelt to ascertain 
where he got his information. I do not know if James Roosevelt is 
still 11 ving. 

I am enClosing all bac~up information for you. 

The following is pertinent information on JaCkie: 

(See page 2) 
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Mr. Bilh Bell Page 2 , 
NAME: PFC Jackie Lee Cole (Promoted to Cpl. on May 1, 1953 -

after being declared MIA) 
DOG TAG #: US 56140567 
PLACE OF BIRTH: Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
DOB: April 11, 1929 
REGIMENT: 8th Calvary Regiment 
BATTALION: 3rd Combat Team Battalion 
DIVISION: First Calvary Division 
COMPANY: K 
BATTLE: Near Mago (or Mugo?) ri and Sinpo-dong. 

We're told it was Heartloreal{ Ridge. 
DATE OF BATTLE: Oct. 10. 1951 
HIS DUTY IN THE BATTLE: Radioman 

Jackie's friend, Jesse Loder lives only about 60 miles from me. 
Shortly after Jackie's MIA status was declared. I graduated from 
high school and moved to Washington state. I didn't talk direct­
ly to Jesse, but my mother obtained information of his progress 
and the information in the enclosed letter (to Mrs. Hunter). 

Several years after that. I remarried and started a family. Through 
the years. we didn't discuss my late husband and were caught up in 
"getting on with life" and raising our children. But I never stopped 
wondering about Jackie. 

Now I am retired and reflecting on the past - and I wish that I 
had aggressively done more, lout at that time. I did feel our 
government was doing everything they could to find him, My husband 
and I do share the concern for finding the missing pieces to the 
puzzel, which helps. 

I tried contacting Jesse a few years ago. but he did not acknowledge 
my request to talk with him. 

My heartfelt thanks to you for organizaing this much needed 
research center. Do you think you could help me? 

I know there must loe thousands "ho wish your help. Best wishes 
to you, 

Hope to hear from you. 

Sincerely, 

./~LA .. ~ 
Stella E. Fleminq (previously Stella T. Cole) 

Phone: (Usually here. Has recorder.) 
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Public Information Office 
Bqa. 1st Cayalry Division 
APO 201, San 'ranciaco 

Independence, Calif. 

Immediate Release 
Miele/August 25, 1951 

WITH THE 1S'!' CA.VALRY DIVISICfi,U.S. ARl1Y, IN KOREA_(Delnyed)-

Private Jackie L. Cole, Inde~enceJ and ?rivate Jasse '5:. Loder, Leme 

Pine, vere in tho bonor guard at the"United Natione l adn.nce pesce camp. 

They are frontline soldiers with the 8th Cavalry Regiment' e Third 

Battalion Oombat Team, the arn.ored-1nf<>....nt17-artillery force chosen for 

tho epocial ass1enment. 

The unit providGd eeeurity for the historic peace camp, port.iane 

of the rood leading to Kaesong-eite of tho peace talka--and also tbe 

correspondents' press train. 

However, when daily guard du:t.y was completed, the yellow-ecnrved 

Cavalrymen ahouldered their batt le equipment and went through s6v'3ral hours 

of rigorous t.raining to improve fJ.thting tactics. 

On guard paste, the colorfulll-uniformed Cavalrymen provided an 

Impressive addition to the formality of the peace 0&1l1p area. 

-end-
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Dear Chaplain: 

Independen~e, California 
8 November 1951 

This is an effort to assist a member of my church in obtaining 
more information about hp.r husban1, reported as missing in action. 

TWo men from this county were on "Heartbreak Ridge". One, Jessie 
Loder, ~as wounded on 10 October and returned to the states. He 
wrote to Mrs. Jack Cole (Member of my church) about seeing Jack on 
the lOth, I will copy the letter: 

"About Jack Cole, be was on the same hill as I was at about 
2 o'clock in the afterncon when I got hit •. He was alrj~ht because 
I asked the medic, he 5ai1 Jack was over a couple of f6x holes from 
me, so he was alright when I left. Tbe Chin~se take prisioners an1 
send them tc the rear &nd try to indoctrinate them to communism. 
In some casp.~ they come back in about a weeks time when the Chinese 
turn them loose, If Jack got hit they probably sent him to some 
hospital, probably to Yongdong Po. - ••••••••• I will try to get 
our platoon medic's address an1 write bim a letter. Maybe I can 
find out som';tl",ing. n 

Mrs. Cole has nc other information, Jack wrote her on the 9th--­
then no word until the government "Missing in Action". 

She is trying through the Red Cross and also by this letter to get 
more information. If you have acce~s to some such information, 
or if you can get this letter into the hands of a Chaplain closer 
to Jack's gruup can you impart such information? Jack's address 
was 

Pfs Jackie L. Cole 
U S. 56140567 
Co. K 8th Cavalry Feg. 
1st Ckvalry Division 
A P.O 201 % P. M. 
San franciSCO, Cal 

~~s. Cole'S addres8 is Mrs. Stella Cole, Independence, Cali 

Thal'Jk you graciously for any word you may be able to send Mrs.' 
myself. 

Sincer~ly yours, 

Francis B. Baldwin 
Chaplain (Capt) USAFR 

. 

\ 
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AdJutant' G Gl3nf~ral O( 'ice, 
Cb.suulty Brancb, Dept. of Army, 
~ashin5tcn, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

In1epenrience, Califo!~i& 
lov. 20tb, 1051. 

ReI pro Jackie L. Col~ 
U.S. 56l4L567 
Co. I: 8th Cavalry reg. 
1st CavalrT D~v1sion 
APO 201 II P. ¥. 
San Franci&co, Calif. 

I am~ Mrs. Stella I. Coh, of Inriepentiene, California, 
wife of the above nruned Juckie L. Cole, "ho has been reported 
missing in ·1,ct.:.on in Korea since 10 October ltSl. Previou::s to 
the report of biD missing in action he had been fighting on the 
"Heartbr~ak lU:Le"- ml last direct let:-er f'rc:m bim .. as 1ated 9 
October 1':51, in whicn be staud be ?las "gcing out". 

Hatu~al:y I ~ quite concerned about my husband and have 
boen infoImed by the Hod Cross that any information I could 5ut·mit 
to your b1 anch of the se1'vice might be helpful in aiding you to trace 
him. Ther<:.fo!'e., I am submitting to you ,-.'ha.t Uttle I have been able 
to obtain about the circulllstances un-jor wbich he was last !{noVID to 
have b!Zen ?laced. 'rbis information is in the letter '::hich Pfc Jc;;;ie 
F. Loior U S 56l105~'O, now in ~ard K-l of tbe Letterman G neral Hospital 
of San Fr~d5CO, California, has sent 'to .e. These two soldiers have 
been together oontiDua~ly ~hile in lorea, and they were both local boys 
from our CvuntY' po-.vious to tbei~ entry into tbe service. 

!nclosed uso b a clipj..ing taken froll our 1, cal cc;unty payer 
nThe ProgTssa Cjtizen"- published bY' Chalfant Press, Bishop, Calirornia, 
wbi"h information the,)'- httd copi~d trom a lorean paper. I was unable 
to secu!'e the original copy troll tt.e press from W'hicb tbis article 1:as 
pl'inte1 in our local paper. Neither Il7self nor Jac.k's family ha'ianY' 
knowledge ot his having been awarded tbe COlllbat inf'antryman ba'ige, until 
this article a;.;peared in our local paper. The date be was sup;osed to 
have received it is not kn~u here. . 

The R!!d Cross has advised me that it might be helpful it I 
we~e to sUggest that you ccntact any other men wbo were in this same 
group ttat ba<1 b.,en teturned, since tbe group \lias small, an1 Jessie E. 
Loier was one mGmber of that group also. They ~gcest also that I 
ask you to contact any medics that might have been in connection ..... ith 
the above named grcup, or any' chaplain of tbe group. 

Tbanking you most kindly for any researcb you may be able 
to 10 ali'1 for any a11i U:;nal info matj on ~,h1.ch you Dlay sand to me, 
I ::-emain,' 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Stella I. Cole 
Inde~-anience, ~alif rnia 
Bvx 114 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

AGPS-D 201 Cole, Jackie L. 
US 56 140 567 (20 Mar 52) 

Mrs. stella I. Cole 
Box 114 
Independence, California 

Dear Mrs. Cole: 

20 March 1952 

I am writing you concerning your husband, Private First Class Jackie 
L. Cole, who bas been m1ss1ng in action in Korea since 10 October 1951-

Your husband became m1ss1ng in action in the vicinity of MBgo-r1, Korea. 

If at the expiration of twelve months a m1ss1ng person bas not been 
accounted tor, all available information regarding the circumstances at­
tending his disappearance is carefully considered under the prOVisiOns 
of Public Law 490, TIth Congress, as amended, and a determ1nat1on of his 
status is made. 

Occasionally relatives and friends ot a m1ss1ng person receive 
personal cODDllUn1cat1ons trom inti v1duals who indicate that they have 
personal knowledge of the whereabouts or tate of the m1ss1ng person. If 
you have received any such communications, it w1ll be appreCiated if you 
w1ll send the originals, including any letters and envelopes received 
trom the m1ss1ng person together with a semple of his handwriting for 
comparison, and when they have served their purpose they w1ll be returned 
direct to you. However, it is requested that you not send such items as 
newspaper pictures, clippings, or information trom. persons who do not have 
personal knowledge of the circumstances, as none of these contribute to 
the efforts of the Department. 

Tbe Department of the Army is m1ndt'ul of the anguish you have so long 
endured and you may rest assured that, without any fUrther request on your 
part, you w1ll be advised promptly it any additional information concerning 
your loved one is received. Should it become necessary to establish his 
status in accordance with the prov1sions of the law cited, you w1ll be no ... 
tified of the findings shortly after the expiration of the twelve months' 
absence. 



AGPS-D 201 Cole, Jackie L. 
US 56 140 567 (2O Mar 52) 

You have JIf:f heartf'el t sympathy in your a.nxiety and it is my earnest 
hope that the f'orti tude which has sustained you in the past will continue 
through this distressing period of' uncertainty. 

Sincerely yours I 

1IH.rm~ 
Major General, mkY 
The Adjutant General of' the Army 



DEPARTMEMT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 2" D. C. 

FINDING OF DEATH OF MISSING PERSON 

Pursuant to the provisions of' Section 5 of the Act of 7 "arch 1942 (Public La" 4'0 
77th Con~ress) a. amended, upon direction and delegation by The Secretary of the Army, 
The Chief, Casualty Branch, Office of The Adjutant General. finds Corporal 
Jaok1. L. Cole, US 56 140 S67~ Intut17 
to be dead. Be "a. officially reported a. missing in action as of the 10th day 
of October 19 ~. For the purposes stated in .a id Act. death is presumed to have oc-
curred on the :nat day of DeeeIlt.r 195' 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: 

NOTE: WHEN IMPRINTED WITH THE OffiCIAL 
SEAL Of T HE ADJUTANT GElIUAL' 8 

,OffiCE, THIS fORM IEQUIRES 10 
SIGIIATUftE. THE fORM ,.jAY BE USED 
TO fACILITATE THE CASHING Of 
808DS, THE PAYMENT OF COMMERCIAL 
IISURANCE, 01 IN THE SETTLEMEIT 
OF ANY OTHER CLAIM IN WHICH 
PROOf OF DEATH IS REQUIRED. WHEt 
ISSUED TO COMMERCIAL INSURANCE 
COMPANIES~ IT REPLACES AGO FORH 
0353-3. 

.. B. BliaGnr 

~ 
T HI: ADJUTANT GElIEIIAL Of T HE ARMY 




