t April 18, 1995

Mr. Bill Bell

National Veterans Research Center
c/o V.F.W. Post

4209 Boys Ranch Road

T.avaca, Ark. 72941

Dear Mr. Bell:

T read about your organization in the Legion Magazine and was so
happy to hear of your research center as I've received no satis-
faction through the years regarding my search for my late husband,
Jackie Tee Cole, who 1is missing in action from the Korean war.

T tried to get his service record and was told they were dis-
troyed in a fire in 1975. T requested assistance from the Dept.
of Defense in 1951, but received 1little information.

T have some information as to his whereabouts at the time he be-
came missing. My feeling is if T could obtain the name and ad-
dress of his Lieutenant and ascertain whether he lived to tell

the story (or became a prisoner or was killed) perhaps we would
have at the least, a clue as to what happened toc Jackie, as

Jackie was a radioman and was in the same foxhole as his Lieutenant
at least a few hours hefore his disappearance, if not at the very
time of his disappearance. Here's how T know these things:

Jackie's best friend, Jesse Toder, was injured in the same battle.
At that time, he asked the medics to take him to Jackie who was

a few foxholes away from him. (In the accompanying letter to my
mother, Mrs. Hunter, it states that Jesse "asked the medics how
Jackie was" rather than taking him to him.) There is a descrepancy
here; however, we do know that at 2 p.m. on October 10, 1951,
Jackie was still alive. Then, acceording to the enclosed Chaplain's
letter, he wasn't seen for some time prior toc withdrawal.

Jackie's name was not listed on any POW list, yet the enclosed
article was printed in the L.A. Examiner. It was felt at that
time by his family that this was printed simply because he was
missing and may have been a prisoner. T wonder if all the rest

of those listed were actually proven to be prisoners? Also -

I wish now that T had contacted Congressman Roosevelt to ascertain
where he got his information. T do not know if James Roosevelt is
still 1living.

T am enclosing all backup information for you.

The following is pertinent information on Jackie:

(See page 2)
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NAME: PFC Jackie Lee Cole (Promoted to Cpl. on May 1, 1953 -
after being declared MIA)

DOG TAG #: US 56140567

PLACE OF BIRTH: Pawhuska, Oklahoma

DOB: April 11, 1929

REGIMENT: 8th Calvary Regiment

BATTALION: 3rd Combat Team Battalion

DIVISION: First Calvary Division

COMPANY: K

BATTLE: Near Mago (or Mugo?) ri and Sinpo-dong.
We're told it was Hearthreak Ridge.

DATE OF BATTLE: Oct. 10, 1951

HIS DUTY IN THE BATTLE: Radioman

Jackie's friend, Jesse Loder lives only about 60 miles from me.
Shortly after Jackie's MIA status was declared, I graduated from
high school and moved to Washington state. I didn't talk direct-
1y to Jesse, but my mother obtained information of his progress
and the information in the enclosed letter (to Mrs. Hunter).

Several years after that, I remarried and started a family. Through
the years, we didn't discuss my late husband and were caught up in
"getting on with 1life" and raising our children. But I never stopped

wondering about Jackie.

Now I am retired and reflecting on the past - and I wish that I
‘had aggressively done more, bhut at that time, I did feel our
government was doing everything they could to find him. My husband
and I do share the concern for finding the missing nieces to the
puzzel, which helps.

I tried contacting Jesse a few years ago, but he did not acknowledge
my request to talk with him.

My heartfelt thanks to you for organizaing this much needed

research center. Do you think you could help me?
I know there must be thousands who wish your help. Best wishes
to you.

Hope to hear from you.

Sincerely,

Stella E. Fleming (Previously Stella I. Cole)

Phone: (Usually here. Has recorder.)

Encs,
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Public Informetion Cffice Imnediéto Release
Bgs, let Cevelry Division A Miele/August 25, 1951
APQO 201, Sen PFrancisco '

Independence, Calif,

WITH THE 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION,U.S. ARMY, IN XOREA——(Delayed)——
Private Jacklie L. Cole, Indepéndenceg.and Privete Jesse Z, Loder, Lone
Pine; were in the honor guard at theiﬁnited Natians'! advence peace camp,

They are frontline eoldiers with'tho éth Cavalry Regiment's Third
Battelion Combat Team, tﬂe armored-infantry-artillary foree_dhosen for
the special asgsigznment,

The unit provided eecurity for tﬁe higtoric pesce camp, portioms
of the road leading to Keesong——esite of tho peace talitgeme—ind also the
correspondents! press train, :

However, when dally guard duty was ¢ompleted, the yellow-scarved
Cavalrymen shouldered their battle aquipment and went through sevaral hours
of rigorous training to improve fighting tactics, .

On guerd posts, the colorfully~uniformed Cavelrymen provided en -

Impressive addition to the formelity of the peace cump area,

Y ) T Y
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-Independence, California
6 November 1951

Dear Chaplain:

This is an effort to dssist a member of my church in obtaining
more information about her husband, reported as missing in action.

Two men from this county were on "Heartbreak Ridge". . One, Jessie
Loder, was wounded on 10 October and returned to the states. He
wrote to Mrs. Jack Cole {(Member of my church) about seeing Jack on
the 10th, I will copy the letter:

"Abcut Jack Cole, be was on the same hill as I was at about
2 o'clock in the afterncon when I got hit.  He was alright because
I asked the medic, he sald Jack wag over a couple of féx holes from
me, so he was alright when I left. The Chinese take prisioners and
send them tc the rear znd try to indoctrinate them to communism.
In some cases they come back in sbout a weeks time when the Chinese
turn them lcose, If Jack got hit they probably sent him to some
hospital, probebly to Yongdong Po. - .ceense.. I will try to get
our platoon medic's sddress and write him a letter. Maybe I can
find out som<-tiing.”

Mrs. Cole has nc other information, Jack wrote her on the gth---
then no word until the government "Missing in Action”.

She i1s trying through the Fed Cross and also by this letter to get
more information. If you have access to some such information,
or if you can get this letier into the hands of a Chaplain closer
to Jack's group can you impart such information? Jack's address
was

Pfs Jackie L. Cole

U.S. 56140567

Co. K 8th Cavalry FPeg.

1lst Cavalry Division

A P.OR201 %P, ¥

San Francisco, Cal

¥rs. Cole's address is Mrs. Stella Ccle, Independence, Cali

Thapk you graciously for dny word you may be able to send Mrs.
myself. 2

Sincerely yours, \

Francis B. Baldwin \
Chaplain (Capt) USAFR



Indepenience, Calilcimia
Nov, 20th, 1C851.

Adjutant's General O{ ice, ‘ Re: Pfc Jackie L, Cole
Casualty Branch, Dept. of Aray, (.8. 5614.5867
Washingten, D. C. Co. K 3th Cavalry leg.
lst Cavairy Division
Gentiemen: APO 201 # P. M.

Sap Francisco, Calif.

I am. ¥rs. Stella I. Cole, of Independien e, California,
wife of the above named Juckie L. Cole, sho has been reported
missing in action in Korea since 10 October 1:u8l1., = Previous to
the report of his missing in action he had been fighting on the
"Reartbreak Kid; e"- my last direct letrer frcm him was dated
Cctober 1361, in which he stated he was "gcing out",

‘Naturally I am qulite concerned about my busband and have
been informed by the Hed Cross that any information I could suimit
to your branch of the service might be helpful in alding you to trace
him. Ther=fore, I am submiiting to you ~hat little I have been able
to obtain about the circumstances under which he was last snomm to
heve been placed. This information is in the letter which Pfc Je:sie
F. Loder U & 581105¢0, nov in Yard K-1 of the Letterman G neral Hospital
of San Prancisco, Culifornia, has sent to me. These two soldiers have
been together continua.ily rhile in Xorea, and they were bdoth local boys
from our County p.evious to theip entry into the service.

Inclosed also i3 a clipiing taken from our 1l-cal ccunty paper
"The Progress Cltizem"- published by Chalfunt Press, Bishop, califurnia,
which information the; bud copied from a Koream paper. I was unatle
to secure the original copy from t:e press from which this article ras
printed in our local paper. Neither myself nor Jack's family had any
kno+l-dge of his having been awarded the combat infantryman badge, until
this article a;peared in our local paper. The date he was sup;osed to
have received it is not known here. - - = ‘

The Rod Cross has advised me that it might be helpful if I
were to suggest that you ccntact any other men who were in this same
group that had b=en teturned, since the grcup was small, and Jesalse E.
Loder was one mcmber of that group also. They suggest also that I
asik you to contact any medics that might have been in connection =lth
the above named grcup, or any- chaplaim of the group.

Thanking you most kindly for any rescarch you may be uble
to 4o and for any additicnal info mation =hich you may send to re,
I remain,’

Sincerely,

Mrs. Stella I. Cole
Inde;andence, Talif rnia
Bux 114
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL,
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGPS-D 201 Cole, Jackie L. 20 March 1952
US 56 140 567 (20 Mar 52)

Mrs. Stella I. Cole
Box 114
Independence, California

Dear Mrs. Cole:

I am writing you concerning your husband, Private First Class Jackie
L. Cole, who has been missing in action in Korea since 10 October 1951.

Your husband became missing in action in the vicinity of Mago-ri, Korea.

If at the expiration of twelve months a missing person has not been
accounted for, all available information regarding the circumstances at-
tending his disappearance is carefully considered under the provisions
of Public Law 490, TTth Congress, as amended, and a determination of his
status is made.

Occasionally relatives and friends of a missing person receive
personal communications from individuals who indicate that they have
personal knowledge of the whereabouts or fate of the missing person. If
you have received any such communications, it will be appreciated if you
vill send the originals, including any letters and envelopes received
from the missing person together with a sample of his handwriting for
comparison, and when they have served their purpose they will be returned
direct to you. However, it is requested that you not send such items as
newspaper pictures, clippings, or information from persons who do not have
personal knowledge of the circumstances, as none of these contribute to
the efforts of the Department.

The Department of the Army is mindful of the anguish you have so long
endured and you may rest assured that, without any further request on your
part, you will be advised promptly if any additional information concerning
your loved one is received. Should it become necessary to establish his
status in accordance with the provisions of the law cited, you will be no-
tified of the findings shortly after the expiration of the twelve months'
absence. .



AGPS-D 201 Cole, Jackile L.
US 56 140 567 (20 Mar 52)

You have my heartfelt sympathy in your anxiety and it is my earnest
hope that the fortitude which has sustained you in the past will continue
through this distressing period of uncertainty.

Sincerely yours,

Major General, USk Yy
The Adjutant General of the Army



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

FINDING OF DEATH OF MISSING PERSON

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 5§ of the Act of 7 March 1942 (Public Law 490
77th Congress) as amended, upon direction and delegation by The Secretary of the Army,
The Chief, Casualty Branch, Office of The Adjutant General, finds Corporal

Jackie L. Cole, US 56 140 567, Infantry

to be dead. He was officially reported as missing in action as of the 10th day
of Ogtodber 195] . For the purposes stated in said Act, death is presumed to have oc-
curred on the st day of Dgeenber 19 53

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARNY:

W, E. BERGIN

THE AOJUTANT GENERAL OF THE ARMY

NCTE: WHEN IMPRINTED WITH THE OFFICIAL
SEAL OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S
OFFICE, THIS FORM MEQUIRES WO
SIGNATUREe THE FORM MAY BE USED
TO FACILITATE THE CASHING OF
BONDS, THE PAYMENT OF COMMEARCIAL
INSURANCE, OR IN THE SETTLEMENT
OF ANY OTHER CLAIM IN WHICH
PROOF OF DEATH 1S REQUIREDe WHEN
ISSUED TO COMMERCIAL 1HSURANCE
COMPANIES, IT REPLACES AGO Foam
0353=3,






