
Mr. Garnet (Bill) Bell 
Hawaii 
c/o Mr. Barney Frampton 
HQ AFMPC/DPMCB 
550 C Street West 
Suite 15 
Randolph AFB, Texas 78150 

Attn: Mr. Bill Bell 

Dear Mr. Bell; 

September 6, 1993 

I was informed by a member of the League of Families for POWs 
and MIAs, that you might be able to help me. I am the eldest child 
and family representativ~ for Col. David Richard Williams, USAF. 
He was shot down over Laos during the Vietnam War on April I, 1967. 
He was one of two pilots flying a T-28. The other pilot's name was 
Robert A. Govan. 

At this time, the Joint Task Force is planning to begin 
excavations of their crash sight sometime within the next year and 
a half. We also recently found out that there had been several 
live sightings of my father. Since we were never notified of these 
sightings approximately 8 years ago, in 1985, we were not able to 
help with the case. The files concerning the live sightings were 
silently closed in 1987, only 6 years ago, without our knowledge. 

Since I have heard such good things about your involvement 
with trying to locate missing men, I wanted to ask to see your 
uncensored case assessment on my father. I hope it will help 
further our search for him. 

I would also appreciate any suggestions you could lend us. 
We are willing to help in any way in order to make sure the Joint 
Task Force has enough information to do their search efficiently. 
If you are interested in acquiring a copy of my father's files, 
please don't hesitate to ask. I am enclosing some pieces of his 
files for your observation. 

Thank you in advance for your immediate assistance in this 
case. God Bless! 

Sincerely, 

1Tf/W.~0.5L 
Mrs. Dana Duyka ~ 

f1. 0. JJ{ -=t0U- ./lli:!£d /rndl~ <1fJ&"'<~ WF<~ c~;r- ud ~ fP.ea~ 
~i lNI- kow, atoo, '{ -d.a Jo~ /"-<JL ~~ ~/N>i- k--e­
OCo<J4'-t, tk ¥c-. J} c-u ~ -t-h-u J 1£,;, +J, ~. 
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CASE #0635-1-01/02 

NARRATIVE 

On the night of 1 April 1967, a T-28 propeller driven aircraft, serial 

number 49-1559, was hit by anti-aircraft fire, crashed, and exploded in 

the vicinity of coordina~es XD 029773, Savannakhet Province, Laos. The 

two crewmembers on board were Maj Robert A. Govan and Maj David R. 

Williams. both U.S. Air Force. Search and rescue efforts were 

initiated, but no parachutes were located and no emergency radio signals 

were heard. 

Data pertaining to these two individuals are as follows: 

• 

Name: Govan, Robert Allen 

Rank: Major, U.S. Air Force 

Date of Birth: 27 May 1934 

Race: Caucasian 

Height: 1.82 meters 

Weight: 37;4 kilos 

Hair: Blond 

Eyes: Hazel 

, 
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UNClASSIFIED .. o -PERSONAL DATA ""lUI I"U/'AGI ... ' 

KISSING . 3-045 
OtO"HlIAlION AUtONIO CIIW .OSltlON GIAOI S"YIU ... , NAM' U •••• 'int •• , .. ,.11.) 
606 ACS PUot (t,) 05 FRJ0523 WILLtAHS, David R. 

OAU,'lA" Of ".1" MIlO'" I wtlO"' nu "All 

tleluh1e Tenn. 

AIlfNlHIICAIOI ... I 'lOGO c .. n H., InCA" AIOS 

.. 
r , 

MISSION DATA 
." 

D"UII"I,'lACI 0' DI'Alruli OATI,IIMI "'SSING 

01/1950 Apr 67 ••• khoa l'luInOli It'l'AR 01/2102 Apr 67 
",. .. lIca .. n 1 .... Ct .. n CAU 110" -I"'ICIMI fAil. "_./Oftl'l MAIllHGl 
T-28D Zorro 42 ' 4'-lSS9 

...... 'ICI .. n 1M 'UO"I .... "0N IOIH'''''''''O" n'l MISSIOH 
Sted Tlser Armed Reconn.lls.nce 

'N" .. O.O 'Alon , .. aou lOC"tIO" lOU lOCAIIOH 

Truck. LAOS LAOS 
De1t. Icho Are. 16S845N/10558E 

75 1111 SE of NKP 
0fII •• ell .......... W""UIII 
KaJ Ilobert A. Cov.n. "3036636. PUot capt Emery G. CU.hlng, Fa73209 
(S .. rl1e/', ~ 3-044) C.pt H.tfleld C. B~beck, Jr., 

FVll02672 

L .J 

SUMMARY 
Zorro 42 v.a worklng under FAC control of N.ll Llly. N.ll Llly .lghted two truck. on Route 911 byp ••••• outh of 
lntedlct'lon polnt Br.vo, end .0 lnfonaed Zarro 42 (Kajor WUU ...... nd Kajor Govan). N.U Lui dropped one flare 
and then .av Zorro 42 at 1500-1800 feet ACL, flrat clrcllng the truck locatlon. then lolng northeaat. 'rlor to 
flare burnout. Zorro 42 dropped two flarea whlch burned on the ground, whlle Nall Llly contlnued aouthveat to po.l­
for additional flare ruDi. At th.t tlme. Nall Llly ,.w bright muzzle flaahea apparently comlng from dlrectly 
unde~eath the Nall alrcraft. The pilot 'av tracera heading northeaat. termlnating in flaahea, The pilot reported 
that 'Ix ,econd, after the burata vere 'een, a fireball vaa teen on the ground approximately 3KK to the northeaat. 
Th .. fireball \-uembled a upa1m 'trike lind Val ,Ughtly elonsated. A ,econdary exploalon came from the fireban, 
the. two large exp1oeion,. followed by 'parkle. re,emhllns 20HM ammo or cau. Nail Llly called on all frequeacle" 
but v •• unable to contact Zorro 42. 11ectronlc ,earch vaa,conducted vith negatlve relulta. Viaual aearch .1ao vaa 
_pti".. 

I.,I •• HCI 0' SUI.' ... ' IIfIO ... CI 0' (N'UtI IlfU,HCII 

Ar Form 484, 8 Apr 67 

• 

", 



Cenl.r.Jllnleiligence AtJ!rto/ 

·e~,"', ""I~ ,'--
~'t '. f " •• , ~ • ,... " 

6 FEB 1984 

As p<lrt of it3 ~£f('Jrts t.,j a:3sist the nelCt-of-'kin of POW/UIA 
mCQberS, the Dupartnent O~ tne Air Force haa advised us of your 
request for a search for <2.ocumonts taat may be indexed or 
maint.:'1111ed .... nder tIle mUIlQ of David, Ricba.rd Wl11!a.... T'nis 
Ageacy procesbes ... ucu rgquesttJ under" 'the provisions of the 
,C"roedoIOl of Information Act (FOIA). 

~-le assume that your interest is lim! ted to information 
concerning your brother being declared a prisoner or missing in 
action in Southeast Asia and any subsequent investigation of 
-ais atatus. Ii this ulluerstan(ling i:3 correct, we plan to have 
only tl1e pertincnt t'scor::ia of our Directorate of Operations 
searched. 'rn! s i 03 t~a) Agency component that would have 
reportud on thl:l incident (lr.d any subsequent reporting 00 his 
utatu5, if any repurting wa~ indeed done hy the CIA. If, on 
the other ~and, 'i~u wish ~n expanaed searcn conducted, please 
notify us immediately, ~nd we shall arrange for tho search of 
all ~ppropriate records syatem3, including our personnel ana 
security records. 

It should be noted here that this letter relates only to 
the !;etlrch to ue Fer formed by CIA and :lot to any aotions on 
:i0ur beilalf by the DepClrtmEtnt oi Deienso or other Agencies. 

~vhile we are duthcri~ed to assess fees tor cecorcs services 
performed pursuant to an FOIA request. wo are waiving f~es in 
your ;drticular case. 

,-;e have acccz.:;tsd your £-'OIA request ana ~ill begin our-' 
~.eat:'cn lor responsi ve documents in existenca as of ana through 
t~e date of this ~cceptan~e letter. 
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As you may Know, the heav}' volume of FO!l', roquests rac~ived 
t,y ti'le Agency has rcsuJ. tcd ia prCCQS91ng ).;tcidogs. ,sj nee 'lIe 

will be undble to respond withiu the lU vorkiog days stipulated 
tJy lIle l\ct, it is your rigl1t t.o constr.ue Ull.S _:16 ::i denial, 
subject to appeal to the C!l\ In!orru~tion R~vie:~1 Cornmi t toe. 1 t 
WQul'-'! 03eem more reasonable, !,O,I/cver f for us to continue 
1:irocessing your request anti to respond as Goon as fea.sible. 
Ally denials ot "t'!cords could be <!l'ppell.l(;Q a t tUG. t time. l1nless 
l-iG 'hear from you otherwise, w,* ~dll .:lS8Ume tnat t:1is is 
agreeable to you, and \"e will proceed on t.\li~ bi19is. 

Sincerely, 

Larry U. Strawderman 
Information and privacy Coordinator 

cc: Bobby D. Ballard, Lt. Colonel, USAF 
Assistant for Casualty and Mortuary [·1att~rs 
Department of the Air Force 
Headquarters Air 14'orce r,1anpower and Personnel Center 
Randolph .l\ir l!'orce Base, TX 73150 
~WCC (512-652-2909) 
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1 MAR 1377 

Dear Itts.. WilHams 

. \ ' 

It!_ with deep regret that I muat officially notify you of the termi-
pat:ion. of the m.1ss1ng status of your ho:sballd. Colonel David B. ... WilU.ouu.s. 
alaee be can n~-longer reasona~t7 be presumed to be alive. 

< 

~a you were previously advised, Colonel WIlliams, as instructor pilot, 
,-Al'ld another p110t r comprised the crew of a :r-2.8D aircraft that Geparted 
Nakboa PhalllXa Airport, l11a.iland. at 7:50 PM .. I April 1967, on a solo 
a.:E1I:led reconnaissance m1.ssiog over Laos. The weather was clear with three 
to five miles vll1bll1ty ln. haze. In the target a.rea~ a segme.nt of high­
way 50 mites 8OUthWe.2t of Dong Hoi, liorth Vietn.;:.m, the ::lic1lsicn came under 
the control of a forward air controller (FAC). !be FAC, sishtiog ~vo 
trucks on the high'WIay, dropped a flare llnd asked Coloo..el 'WUli.a=s aDd his 
pilot if they had the target in sight. This transmission was no~~cknowl­
edgec1; however, IS quick remark which, sounded like "St&ndby" was heard. 
S~'more light was needed to 111nminate the area~ your husband and his 
pilot. flying at an altitude of appra.xi~tely 1500 feet, dropped two 
additional flares. which were released too low aDd went off target. Their 
aJ.rcraft vaa last SeeD in a left turn he..r.ding nortbwe&t a8 the FAC headed 
southwest: to position for adJitloaal flare :runa 4 The FAC d-ropped another 
flare a.nd, while walting fer it to start bllTtliOX7 observed a bright flash 
in a aortheasterly direc.tion. 'Ibis vas followed by Iltwerows fbshea 
wh1.t::.A appeared to be antiaircraft firB. Mouient8 later a large fireball 
aud.8ecoadary erploaiona were seen on. the ground under the flashes. 
Attempts to establ1&B radio contact with Colonel Wll1iacs and his pilot 
were unsn..ccess.£Ul.. 'nle:rAe notified search a.od' rec:avery: forces of the 
iDC1dent~" aud remained in the area 25 minutes attempting to locate the 
missing crew :tembers. Upon arrival, the searc.h farces also flared the 
area. Repeated attempt. to establish contact with your husband an.d hts 
pilot brought no response. Finally, tbe search aircraft were forced to 
wlthdr&w dee to sbcxrtage of fuel. At DO time were parachutes observed, 
emergency signals recei.ved or any vts.ual sightings made 'which would 
elarify the status of yoar htlSband and his p1lot. Sioce the incident 
oeeurred deep 1& enemy territory, further search was not possible. 

A status re.view gas held in the case of Col.onel WilHams. The review 
revealed no further report has been received from North Vietnam or its 
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41tlQS. nor ~s th.ra any s~?pl~~otnL !n!o~ti~ r~ivp.d through 
tbe tel:lrLefi.tt:;ll- of f01:'"",r prieooc:ra of""\I!ar or f:Q;:I =1 etner 0!!t~l-!1.1 
01: Ul1o{uc:1.\!. sO".u-c:..e \.:l1ich ItguLd pos,ith'~11 ellt:;;:'J,.:!.:14 your lw!lOlz:.;;WfS 
u!.t1::Jote f;tte. Co::si:ler;.tiou at t.!ut f;cl;:I 300 c;;!.r:::=t.Aucea "'~ tho 
~~ of t1~ during ~ich no in!o~tioa eonceruicg 4l~ ~reub~ts 
u& beea r_l:vce LCI4d to tho c~lllJ:lLoa tbac .!:I.a _y co lOJl:l:,er ro~COl-
ADi,. b. prelWlled to boa aLb.,. '£be p~ca1. ret:~Dd&d ~t your busl:>l;adta 
Q~1ns in ~tLGA Btatus be tecui~ted ~ a det~toation ~ =~~e t~~t 
he nJI kUW 1A lIOr.tl:;u. uader the provi:Ji~ of SeeCiDn 555. 'Iitle 37. 
DI.l1ta4 States Code" I. hnve approvel! th:lt: recoc:t!lQQdatloa. Ali flff1.clai 
report of thLa cct::1.c:a hAS !Jeen issued by the J)Qp.tttJ:lltIlt of the Air Forc.o 
1a41catiae that Colollld W1U1&mc wu killed f.Q ~tl09, the presu.:ed d.ato 
of da.ll.tb-l>elq the date 1 11~ tbia letter. nt1:t Is not eocatdered to 
be the ~l OC' pr0b4hla dzte of deAth ... bat ia esublbhoe LA ac:cOl'd­
QCe vith the, 1&'1' trn: the- ,1IJ:tI08e of t:er:ziDatiDa: p.l:Y ~nd eettl1:lg 4CC~ts. 

We r .... ltze t&. $Or.:roa you 1IIWl~ leaL aJ:: thu t1me • .c.d ~aut yePJ. to Iuwv 
tba~ your le •• i.a ahand by the Air Foree. We ~re cORtlnuini cur effOl'ta 
to M:C*n the MCUa.ary f«u whicb RMY' U!&cl to the recovery and ideQ­
t1f1l1:atiDa of the re:»a!D$ of aU oar peCl!HI'lU:lel lost ill Soutbeaat .Asia. 
l~ be "~ thA~ :rou wHl " coUI1,e4 ~1.atel1 1f 1:.147 infor­
IllAt"LoA is f~f.Ig !:bout the rl!fil~1wl of ColOtlel VllU:u::s. 

Your ba.#e au~eem:e ;;eracr.:aol ..,Ul uaist yC>(! in obtainin:; dl benefits 
alloWable as thanet:.l.t of ,OW: hu:bIlt:ld'a death &Old i1iLl help h a'aj 

other Wily the,. CIUII. If you oesire, our ~rt;uary Br .. n¢h at Hcadqu.arter:r 
15SU', '\{UAingtoll,.- D.C •• ~Hl als-o assist '!O'O. 110 an:=gLog rot: :1 &i!lIloriaL 
Service. TOtS uy call. that Qffic.e c.ollQct at AreAl Coda 1:l2. 767-4921.. 

1 AD extremaly sorry this 14tter canuot llthten the grief t~ yQur h~. 
p~ .lU:c«?t rsy " .. pest SY\llP'Athy 1tl y-ow,r beren_Il~. aad bow that 
our thous;bt • .ue witA 1«1. At: thu time • 

"':.A.!.l'ER D. DRllEN. JR. -....... 
'.:aJor General. USAF 
Asst. DeS/Personnel for Mil PerS 

2 

Cy to: 67CSC/DPMAl' 
B.Q OSAF/p~ 
Jcae 
BQ USAF /DPEJ: 
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Wlshlngton. 0 C. 20505 

o 4: MAY 1984 

Dear 11[' s. l~ane"j: 

'':-his i3 a tinal response tu :.-,our 2Ct.H~dot:l of lYlformatioil l~ct 
request it)r i:u:or.maticn cn your t·,·otn~.::. Davi"::' ~ic\1ur.d ;iilliaJils. 

After a thorougn Rearc~ of the appropriate cecords s'lstems 
in our Directorate of Oper~tions, we were un~Dla to iJentify 
any information or record ind~xed or £llad under your orotnerls 
name. 

He regret tilat the reCO!."Cl5 F;er-.,ice per. formed on your. behalf 
did not ~urface the infor.mation you seek. 

~e appreciate youe patience a&d underatan~ing while we ~ere 
completing thlS search. 

/sl Larry R. Strawoerman 

Larry R. Strawd~~m6n 
Informatlon and ~rivacy ~~o~uinato= 

cc: Bobby D. Ballard, Lt. Col., USAF 
Assistant for Casualty and I-lortuary l'iatters 
Departcent of the Air Force 
Headquarters Air Force lIanpower and Personnel Center 
Randplph Sir Force Base, 7X 78150 
l-1PCC (512-652-2909) 
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!R UUUUU 
1015301 APR 8S 

. HQ AFKPC ~ANoOLPH AF3 TXIIMPCCII 
! olA WASH oCIIDC-2 

ICLAS 

t-=IU: COPY 

100 1635 

JBJ: REFUGEE REPORTS - COL DAVE) R. "HLLH:;S, ltCH·f-3f)_~704 

~FS: A. JCRC LIAISON ~ANGKO~ TH MSG 03103:Z JA~ 6~ 

T84-116: JCRC-L\I'-): R!:FUGEE RPT, 113 J'J:i S't 
T84-152: JCRC-LNn: REFUCEE RPT, 10 AUG 64 
CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI ~SG 2619301 SE? 5~ 

JCRC LIAISO~ eANGKO~ TH MSG 010b30Z ocr b~ 

JCRe LIAISON ~ANGKD~ TH MSG 0'111041 D~C e~ 

CDR JCRC I;;ARSERS PT HI ~s·:; 'J1230DI OCT !:'l: t 
CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI MSG 0523301 DEC 8~ 

JCRC-COD LTR OF TRANsrUTTAL, 27 SfP 84, wID AT~'~ 
REFERENCES A THRU I PERTAIII T::1 REFllGEf r.:=~PL)?T~: :·I~L ~: .. · ... G 1>.:4 .. 

. LEGEO AMERICAN SIGHTED IN SOUTHEAST ASlL. UURC S u~· T FIe M 

:OTOGRAPH OF COL nILLIAMS AS THE ALL~IJ .-;'IE ~A.~.· 

WE ARE PREPARED TO PASS SANI IJZE'6\VERS IllNS\, OF RFE~~:: ;~CE5 TO ND;{ 
WILLIAMS. PRIOR TO THIS'\,REfUE?s,: Y~UR f-SS::\S""ENT OF C~EDITA~I:..ITY 

~' " \ 
'GiNF~R~~~~'M~ 40.~~~A~N\ ~~ \:::RENCES. 
'UR EXPEDI . OU ~LING OF THIS REQUEST 15 APpr·~ECI/l.Ti::lL l" ..... 'GO TO 
SS INFO TO"j;ULY 1\1 l·lEAR FUTURE. 

POC AT AHi PC MIS SI NG P ERSGi.j S BRANCH 15 CAP T GEr-[ 5 ~.;; IT -!, AU T O\tQI~ 
7-3752. 
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JOJN~ ;AS ALTY RESOLUTION C. .~TER 
NAS BARBERS POJNT. HAWAlJ t6862 

UN GUS SIFlEO 
0000 ?()' 

JCX-Q>D 27 Septenber 198~ 

SUBJECT: Transmittal/"lBl»l'R of lkK:\lDents or Information 

u.s. IEFENSE ATrACHE OFC/JCRC 
ATTN: L'lOOL PAUL MA'IflER 
AMERICAN DmASSY 
APe S. F. 96346 

Ref: euz. Mag 261930Z'SEP 84 (0) 

_1. Documents/information pertaining to the above named individual 
is needed to aid us in the individual case analysis. or to establish 
a more complete and up to date file. Request the follo~ing documents/ 
information be furnished this office: 

2. Transmitted are documents or infonnation pertaining to the above 
-named individual: 

:xxx: 3. Other: Photographs of T-28 P1lots wst Over Laos (U). 

a. (0) 'lhe fo~ photographs are provided for your use during 
re1nterv1ew of source arx:l wife J if possible. Of interest is REFll) IS 
0635-1-02 arx:l 1666-0-01 as both uatch description provided by source. 
It is also felt that 1666 is the stro~r can1date J based on arx>ther re~ 
rePOrt (JCRC-INB L'IR ReP9rt TS4=1l6 dt 18 June '984) which cl.a1ms the 
~ "'1tIDeged Amer1can" said he was shOt down 1ri 1970 J which matches With 
REFNO 1666 • 

5 Incls 
as 

. 

CLASSIF'IED BY: CDR JCRe 
DECLASSlFi ON: 2M!! 

USAF 
Chief J Casualty Data D1 v1sion 

1I1~11 ~~Itltn 
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JOIN - CASUALTY RESOLUTION C ... l'lTER 
~ 

NAS BARBERS ,ROINT. HAWAIl 96862 .. ~ ... ' 

JCRC-am 

SUBJECT: Transmittal/Request of Jk)c\JJIents or Information 

AFMPC/MPCC 
Randolph AFB, TX 78150 

Ref: CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI, 081945Z JAN 85. 

16 January 1985 

1. Jk)cuments/inforrnation pertaining to the above named individual 
-is needed to aid us in the individual case analysis, or to establish 

a more complete and up to date file. Request the follo~1ng documents/ 
information be furnished this office: 

2. Transmitted are documents or inforrnation pertaining to the above 
-named individual: 

XXXl3. Other: Per Ref A the following sanitized documents are forWarded: 

(U) JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH, 081035Z JAN 85 
(U) T84-116: JCRC-LNB: REFUGEE REPORT, 18 June 1984 
(U) T84-152: JCRC-LNB: REFUGEE REPORT, 10 August 1984 
(U) CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI, 261930Z SEP 8~ 
(U) JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH, 010630Z OCT 84 
(U) JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH, 041104Z DEC 84 
(U) CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI, 012300Z OCT 84 
(U) CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI, 052330Z DEC 84 

~:. (U) JCRC-CDD, LTR OF TRANSMITTAL, 27 SEP 84 wlo Atchs 

. 
9 Inc1s 
as 
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3. tllllltOf~ SJUkC~S (lNUIVI~UAlLYJ ~E~E AvAIN SMO~~ 
CANDIDATE P"OIObAAP~S ~lT" DIFFlRENT DISTH4CTOR PMOTO~ 
AND-8\JTt1 SOURCES AGAP. SElfCTt:.O To1E PMOJ REF~U 06)5 
(~tLlIAMS) ~S ~Et~G TME ~A~ TrlEY ~A~ 
BOTM SOURCES ~OuEu 1HAT THE ~AN NAS 
THtNNlR TMAN IH~ 
ON IHt, PHuT\J \.IF 
"'AS T"E WIllIA~ 

H 
HESITATED 
SElECTIJN 

5. ,."n, ... SJUQCE' QEAOTLY AGRE.ED TO A POLyGRAPH EXA ... 
AND 9lEMED ,0 BE A~J9ED ay THE REJUEST CO~CERNING THEIR 
.IlLI~GNfSS TO dE EAA~I~Eu. 

6. _ ,wE .~A'-1ES JF TriE f:JIJR FORwf,Q ~lLUTS 
""Vl bEEN PA5~EV JJ TME lJCAL REFUG£E~~PT 
Tu UETE"wINl r~LIq PRESENT LOCArION. IF ftE A~E ASLE fO 
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.171m InUlin l; rr. 
JOIl' " CASUALTY RESOLUTION CEN1"ER 

LIAI.ON OF"r:ICI 
AMIJltICAN IMBA.,,, 

A"O SAN .... ANCI.CO .83.6 

FROM: JCRc"~LNE< 

SUBJ: RefugeE' Report, Alleged Caucasianf. Observe 

TO: COMMANDER, JCRC" 
Barbers Point, Hl 96B6~ 

two caucasians 
speaking any other language (Source is 

recall what the men had said). 

REFERENCE: T64~11~ 
18 June 1964 

men were caucas ans 

mustaches according to Source. 
which was fairly long. The two 
thin and tattered with sandbags 

the sun. Both men also had long beards and 
Both of the men had light brown or blonde hair 
men wore long green trousers which were worn 
wrapped around their feet for shoes ,and old worn 



RETEkENCEI Te4-11~ 
PAGE TWo 

000088 

e man as being 
I slightly shorter 
and about the same buil (Source 

to the man he did not had not seen him. 
Source recalled that the man's fingers were missing from both hands except 
for the thumb and first joint of the index finger of each hand. Source recalled 
that the man spoke Lao very well. Source stated that he was sure that the man was 
American because he was 100\ caucasian and did not tal features. Source 
stated from sometime during 

at a 
would not have his name recorded as being an observer claimed 
two caucasians who were plowing from a distance of 100 meters 

and could not describe them because he was lying down wounded (he then pulled 
back his clothing and displayed to the interviewer what appeared to be two GSw·~). 



R.tF'ERENCE & '1'84- 116 
PAGE THREE 

00008Q 

lix months of m111ta 

d in the skeletal remains that 
found in the wreckage of an F'5 aircraft .............. 

Both men claimed that they recovered ~of 
ft and turned them over to a group of Thai Airforce 

tion. 

officers who arrived 
his father who was a 

to receive the remains of the Thal pilot for 
officer. Both men claimed that the Thai officers 

had promised them a sum of 100,000 Baht (approx $5000.00 U.S.) for the remains 

Atch: AS 

GEB/mbr 

only 3000 Baht (approx $130) for their efforts. 
their possession photographs of the wreckage 

ins near the wreckage of 

~~~ 
Lt Col, USAF 
JCRC Liaison Officer 



JOI'" ( CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENfER 
LIA'.ON or-riCE 

AMI:IltIC ... N EMB .... SV 

AIItO S"'N P'1It ... NCI5CO .e3.~ 

FROM: JeRe - LNP 

SUBJ: Refuge~ Report, Alleged Amerlcan 

TO: COMMANOER, JCRr 
Barbers Point, Hl 968&2 

REFERtNCE: TB4-1S2 
10 August 1984 

wife 
to buy food when both of them saw ican. Source said 
that he learned from the American he had been there for three years 

se 

and that he wanted to go back to America but was not able to (didn't say why). 
Source heard from the man that he had been the war and 
that he was acquainted 

known 
American whose name he could not 
stated that the man could 

(didn't give his rank). 
from his left hand (only 

right hand. 

was an American 
Source recalled 
thumb and index 

that 

a so 
and another 

Hrnong girl. Source 
to speak some Lao 

Source did not hear 

Source also heard 
been a T-28 pilot 

that the man was missing three fingers 
finger remaining) and two fingers 
the 



REFERENCE: TB4-1S2 
PAGE TWCl 

000091 

American as male caucasian, li9ht brown or blonde hair, white .yes, .hort 
beard on chin with mustache, 81im bu11d,no eye 91asse&, 6ft tall (Source It 
first pointed out on the wall a hei9ht of 1.95 meters but later changed to 
the hei9ht of the interviewer>, 900d teeth, and wearin9 a white ahirt with 
black trousers and rubber slippers. Source did not notice any watch, rin9, 
or other jewelry. Source atated that except for the missin9 fingers the man 
appeared to be in 900d health with no other handicaps. 

Comment: The interviewer attempted to locate Source's wife whom Source 
also observed the American but unavailable for interview 

was sure 
heard it from Source 

GEB/'W:Jr 

had been interviewed but 
the story as he had 

PAUL D. MATHER 
Lt Col, USAF 
JCRC Liaison Officer 
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A. JCqC-L'~ Tea-tS~, 10 AUG ~a. 

- B. COR JCqC ~SG, OTG 261~)O S~P 9~ (~aTlL). 

A ,.A9 l~ITIAL. 
CLAt"4EO 

A~D 

~E q I C A"4 U 'U ''4 G 
SA~E TtME FRA~E. ~EF B WAS REQUEST FJR REI~TEqVIE~ 
SOURCE A~D ~ts ,.IFE 'NO AOVISED T~AT P~OTOS OF 
FOR~ER T-28 DILDTS ~F.RE ~lI~G FOR~A~~E~ TO JCRC-LNB. 

LLEO HA 
10 SEPARATE JCCASIONS 

SHE DESCRIBED THE ~lN AS HAVI~ 

BY JCRC 

INTERYIEWER (CAUCASIAN ~tTH IlN COMPLEXIQN) ~AIR 
Ll~E T~E I~TERYIE4E~ (Bq~,.~ S~ORT LE~GTH), SA"4E 
~EIGHT AS tNTERVIE~Eq (6 FT), THI~ BUILD, ~EA~I~G A 
.ULLOYER SHIRT ~IT~ LONG TROUSERS, (COUL.O~'T 

TPiE 
OF 

~E~E~8ER COLOR) A~O CA~VAS S~OES. S~E C~ULO NOT RECAL.L 
THE COL.OR OF THE "41'4"S EvES. SHE· OBSERVED ·TIoUT TME 
~AN HAD THREE FINGERS MISSING FRO~ HIS LEFT ~AND AND 
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S'4E 
,us CALLED 

tH"'ESl 
TOLD 

'4EA TH' P R~ISSIO~ A YTl~E 
~E DEPAPTED ,~~ ~EPORT SACK AT A Tl~E 
SPECIFIED By VtEThA~ESF. TROOPS. S~E DID NOT 
OBSERVE THE ~AN BEI~G GUlRDEO OR UNDER A~Y APPARE~T 
FO~~ O~ RESTRICTIJ~. S~E STATED T~AT THE ~A~ SEE~ED 
TO LIVE AN' T~AT TRAvELERS PASSING 
THROUG~ S STAYED T~ERE ALSO ,FTEw 
PAYINr. 

NOTE S~VERAL SI~lLA~ITIES 
ND T~f SIG-tTIN:i 

SINCf 
IF MER 
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~HO CLAIYED TJ "AVE 

~Il~ ~lSS1NG FI~GfRS 
Rt~ a ftAS INItIAL I 

Wn CLAIMED TJ rlA E 0 
~JTN MISSl~G flNCEqS 
C AOVISlO THAl PrlJTJ 
JtRC-L~~ FOri HEJ~ 
rtEQuE&Tt.1') THAl 
VIE~EO A~v SrlU~ T~l • f ~ ~AS lQA\S~IT1A~ 
LET1E~ FOi\W"~IJI~G PHOT~ T-28 PILLJT& A"J&) INDICA1I'.,C; 
THAT REFNut Ob3)-1·~2 .............. MATC~lO THE p~YSICA~ 
DESCRlolIUr PKOvIOfiJ f;Y ~tllS JtJIERVIEA i)r 
~IF~ ~F SOURCE UF REF S ............... P",JUR T~ HECflPl 
~f PHuTOGHAPH~, WHEREIN SHE PRO~I~E~ A SI~ILJ~~ DESCRIP1IJ~ 
Of THL MALE CAUCASJA~ A~ERICA~ nlTH MIS~I~G Fl'GE",S. 

2 ~ SOURCE OF R 
REJNtERVIE ED 

SOURCE 
~~TN~R DtT.JLS CJ~ ER IN" HIS ALLECEa SIGHTING A~D ft~E~ 

~A~DED tHE tA~DIO.TE PHJTuS A~O~G ~lTM SEvERAL. DISTRACTJR 
PHOTOS, ONLY GAvE THEM ~ CURS~RY G~ANC£ AS IF Hl ~ERf PRE­
DISPOSED TO THINK T~AT T~l ~A~ HE ClAIMt,O TU HA~l JBSER~Ev 
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~OLOER '~D '"l~~ER 
TH'~ l~l PHUT~'RAPH 'HE 'lLEC'E~. ~ ~AS A'~[D 10 
VIEw tHE PH~T~' A"IN ANn AFTER DOING SO 1 IT lHt 
~H~11 or NJLLIA~S ~AS T~£ ~AN SHE SAw 
.f1E~ AS~£O IF '~l ~ERE CERTAIN uF ThE NTI1. A~D ft T~ER 
'HE "AS ClRTAIN THA, SHE HAD PERSUNAlLY ObSER~ED lHE ~A~ 
Sf1E REPLIED THAT S"E ftAS $UHE A~D THAT S~l ~AS TELll~~ lHL 
TflU1H. 

1. ~ TtiE J .• TERvIl.ER ATTt.""PTED T~ LOt.AT 
(REF A) BuT -'S I~FJH~£O THAT Hl "AU ~EPA 

..,
NC Ht .. AD fOuNO ",OMK 'I~D 

'~EF 8J STa'lD 
USL' t~ l~l S'~E Bul 

6aOuT T~E A~E~ICA~ 
~UT SEEN THE AMERIC 

Q. ~ Ctlt.4"'E~TS: lASED uPD"l THE ST~~ 
~IT APPEARS THAT ONLl nE '~D HIS ~IFE""""'HAVl 
'1CfUALLY UIS::.EHV 0 ,... "UCASIAh lilt 'tlELllVE 10 8l 
A~ '~E~lC'N ·-IFE wAS "ORE CE~-
T'I~ OF Ht:R U~· '" f1US8AU Al'40 III,Y PJS-
SIBLY BE T~ OF THE TWu ~H~ CLtARLY SA~ I~E ALLEGE~ 
6"EKIC'~. ~~ANNER ~AS STRAIG~T-FOR~A~D, A~D SHE 
I.P~ESSlD T~E l~'E~vIE.ER ~lTH "Eft 'PPAHF.~T DEG~El ~f CER-
~~CERr.ING "EA OaSt.R~ATltJN. 
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A. JeRe LIAlS0~ BA~G~O~ TH 010&301 OtT ~U. 

PARAGRAP~ FOUR OF REF MESSAGE REQUESTED A PHJTJ OF 
SE P~OyIOED TO JtRt LIAlS0~. HQ JeRe DOtS NuT pas­

r- SUAJECT INOlvlDUAL. 

2. (u) IF AVAILABLE, REQUEST A COpy OF THE PHOTO Sf PROVIDED TO 
~ AND J:RC LIlISO~. 
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t~TEQVIEw ~ll" T~E ~tFE OF THE SDUReE OF REF B. ~EF E STATE9 TriAT 
REF '3 SUURCE ANu HIS AJFE' HAD SELEC1EU A P~OTDG~AP~ OF 
~AJOQ Oil/lD R. hJLLIA~S AS"THAT OF T~E ALLEbED A~[~lCA~. 

t4t' wo 
=»F T HE PAV~ TR!) 
TOLD THE :'OURCE 

I11III. R[F 8 to 
~GRAPHS OF ALL 

A~O ~ DIFFER l~ DETAIL, ~Ul ALL 
T~GER~ U~ &UTri HA~DS ~~RK1NG 

INDIC 
HE. 15 U~DE~ THE 

HEF A STATES 
THAT ME. HAi) 8EE~ 

AN 
AUT~~RITY AND CONTROL 

CAUCASIAN 

lES1HE £AuCASIAN AS A R~Ek T-2P PILOT. 
J~ACeOU~TE~ f~R 1-28 PILOTS ,ERE S~D~~ TO THE 
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'ou~elS OF M[FS ~ &.0 D, ILO~~ ~l'H OlSI~A~IO~ PM~TJS, 
(kEF ~). Jt~c 1'II1F~VJE"ER ATTE"'PIE~ Tn LUCATE l lo4 l S'lJQCE OF H f A 
~ D.Hl ~,., "l, JNFI')H~l' THA' Ilo4l-'*AF riA tJfPA~Tt.IJ""" 
~ AF'E~ ~~tAl~l~' E~PLUY~£~T SOuQCE 
~F Hff ~. WHO IPPE~~S F~O~ THt HEP1HTS 1~ HAV ~AD IHE T (IF ~OT 
THE O~lY) ACTuaL C1"IC1 fttTH THE CAUCISIA~, EI~J8I1E' A POSITIVE 
qElCTJO~ TO THF. p~1TOG~ADH·OF MAJU~ NILLIA¥S (QEF~O Ob15-1-02J A~D 
91ATEo POS11 vELY T~A1 T~E ~A~ I~ THE p"OrUGQAP~ AAS '~E ~AN SHE 
'1&0 SE£N 

3. (u) ~AJON vA~tD R. ftJlLIA~S ftAS DECLARED ~lA IFTEQ HIS T-28D 
.AS Ouft~Eu SY p~n~A~lE &ROU~n FI~E ON 1 APR &7 l~ SAVA~'IIAKHET 
PROvt~CE. 1 FAe CQE~ FLYING I~ q-l NERE ~TT~ES5ES TD T~E CRASH IND 
JTATEU THAT SJR,IvAL OF E1T1fR tRE~ ~E~~EH uAS J~pRJBA8~E DUE TQ­
THE CIRCU~STA~CE9 OF THE tRASH 'l~T~~SE FIRE ~llH SECJN~.ij' 
tJCPL.OSI 'J'.'S) A.'1t' T-tE AIRCQAFI AlTItU,)E AT 1 .... [ 11"\E ")F J:1~"'lNG (TuD 

LU« FO~ "I4IL J'II). 

1104AT SIG~TIN:aS 
~F SJ~RCES q~THER THA~ 

C:J!)R!)l"~TE nlTt-! 
I~D'VIOiJAL.S HAVE 

T~E IF SJ, qEQUEST THE, ~E I~TtRVTEwEq IN 
AN EFFO~T TJ ~£TE~¥l~E T~l IDEN1lJIlS ~F A~Y CAUCASIA~S ~lT~ ft~OM 
T~EY ~Ar ~A~E 9EE\ 4CJUAI~TED OURl~G THE ~6H. 

? . OF' l lQl/ub:?ll uS2330l OEt 84 
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LOUIUl 
"'AJUR wllLJAt.4S. jr PARIJtIlL'~ JI~lE~[Sl IS S16Tut« AI'4L> Tt-tr 
EXTE~' 1~ WhtCH Ht :~uL) P'~~ FUR P~Dl tAU • 

~. kE~ ~ STATlS '~Al TMl ~AUCASJ'~ ~O~~lO nURl~~ 
T~£ UA~ wl AR~ A-A~E O~ T~E RJLl lH" nlSL 
PLAlElJ IN "'l HA.E f,JJ J~FOI<~All!:l'" :J" '''''[';JCAj~ 
~JLITAR, ACllvlty TM HE. wE ~NU~ THAt MAJOk ftILLIA~S DEPARIEu FRU~ 
~AKON PH'~O", Ut4 HIS LAST tw\lSS10'~. SfNCl HE IliAS IPli l~Slfi<lIthJP PILUT 
IN lHl '-Z8, H~~f~F~, HE ""AT hAvE HAD CJ~1ACT UIT~ J~ 
THAT CAPACI1Y, REQJFST A~V t~F~~~ATID~ YUU ~lG~T H 1M T UULO 
SHEI) LI,Hl 0'" TI'II5 S"BJEC I. 

C, _____ RE~IJtSl TOUR RlVIE.., OF RE.F'S At.JD EAI'o(L.T 
ASS~SS"l~£"41S 0" THE. APP~\JPi<1A1E I~EA.l STEPS TJ INCLUDl 
T~f D[S]RASIL1Il JF' POLYGRAPHl~' SOuRCES • .,...... 

bl e14l4l/23Q~dl~ 1 
CS"4:RPRX0201 

3 JF. 3 ~ 1 0191 341/~b;23l 052330l DEC 8" 
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"VAN j' CASUAL.1')' RESO~\JTION C"'~TER U"~LA~~ltltU 
... ,6 .AIBEJt~ POINT. HAWAII ".ot 

00010'2 

.JCX-QI> 278eptenber 198t 

1U1L1ICT: TrlnlllJt\al~ of ~~nt5 or lnfonDItlon 

U.s. EE7EHSE A'l'I'ACHE. CIPC/JalC 
A'.rom: 1JlWL PAUL MA'l.'HD' 
AMERICAN IMBASSY 
APO s. r. 96346 

Pef: OUr MaS 2619:J)Z SEP 8JfII 

1. Dx-.nents/Wormation pertainini to the above named individual 
-is Deec1ed to aid us in the individual case analysis, or to establ ish 

a ~re ~lete and up to date file. Request the follo~"ing documents/ 
_ information be furnished this office: 

2. Transmitted are docLDents or information pertaining to the above 
- u.med individual: 

XXX 3. Other:!botogre.phs of '1'-28 Pilots IDst Over laos (U). -

5 Incls 
as USAF 

adef, Casualty J)ita D1v1.&1on 

111~11 ~(!I[I[n 
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Mr Atklnson/DPMCB/3752/1S Feb SS/ald 

1 8 FEB 1988 

... 
DeAr Mrs Raney 

}T' 

During our last telephone conversation you aak'ed whon the narrative 
on your brother, Colonel David R. Williams, was passed to the 
Laotians. ' 

The Joint CasuAlty Resolution Center in Hawaii haa advised that your 
bEoth.t's caSe baa not yat been passed to the Lao People', 
Democtatic Republic. 

Please continue to contact us when we may be of assistance to you. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGB B. ATKIlmON 
Chief, MiSSing Persons Division 

. . 
C t; .. . 

DPMCB (S) 

., .~. 
}i9 

)~~ 
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3752/jdk/23 Oct 92 

Mrs. Ralph Raney 
5323 Sea I.le Road 
Memphis TN 38119 

Dear Mrs. Raney 

2 :1 01,; r 1:;9l -. 

In our ~ngoing efforts to achieve the fullest pos»ible accounting 
nf all missing servicemember. from the Southeast Asia conflict, 
the Joint Task Force - Full Accounting (JTF-FA) will conduct field 
operations froln' 23 October to 10 N9vemher 1992 in selected areas 
of Laoa. These field operations will investigate the circum­
.tances surrounding personnel declared missing, captured, or 
killed in action/bndy not recovered. The investigation. may 
include interviewing witnesses, researching records, and examining 
and excavating aircraft crash related incident sites a. 
appropriate. 

This letter is to notifv you that JTF-FA intends t~ investigate 
the case of Colonel David R. Williams during th~se field 

. operations. We expect that the field op~rations will proceed as 
SCheduled; however, the results of the investigations can be 
affect~d by many factors such a. weather, accessihility to sites, 
cooperation ,o! local witne •• es and coordination with officials of 
the Asian g~~ernment8 concerned • 

., . . f' \ . I ' . As 1n the.past, ,.,e wlll urn1sh to you, as qUIck ,'as poss1ble, 
aJI information we receive concerning Colonel Williams. We ask 
that ,ou inform other family members, as you deem appropriate, of 
this notification and also of any r~sult8 of the investigation 88 

we proceed. 

, Que.cion. about the •• fi.ld operations should be directed to the 
Missing Persons & Inquiries Divi.ion at the above address or on 
our t~l~ifree tel~phoue line (800-292-5642 within Texas or 
800-531-5501 outside Texas). Again, I wish to assure you thac we 
~iJI provide you informati~n 8S promptly as we receive ic. 

Srncerely 

FRAMPTON 
Senior Liaison Officer 
Missing Persons & Inquiries 

nivision 
"0 (Sh 

7l1:J,J 
DB A lC) 

" ' 

DPMC (C) 

h 
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· IlEfiARtMENt OF THE AlII fORCE 
kEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE MILITARY PERSONNEL CENtER 

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE. TEXAS 

itO ArMl'C/OPMCB 
550 C street'.Wsst Ste 15 
RAnddiph APB Tl 18150-4111 

DeAr ilt-8. RatlGY 

16 December 1992 

in our' ongoing ~ffortu to achieve the iul1e~t posdible accoUnting 
of all missing aetvicemembArs from the SouthdAlt AsiA conflict! 
the jdint Talk Force ~ Full ACCOtintiHg (JTF~FA) 'Wiil conduct f iid 
o~er4tiorta frb~ 3 Decembef to 16 bAcember 1992 in belected 4r~a8 
of tadl. Th~8& field operAtionS ~ill invedtigatU the 
circdMitance8 lurrourtding peraonnel·declartid ji.iing, ~apturldt or 
killed in action/body not recovered. The in~~Atigation' ~At 
includa interviewing ~itnGa8oa, rea~arching r~cdrd8i and eiimlning 
and a.cavating aircraft oralh related inoident slte. as 
approp£iate. . 

Thia letter ia to notif! you that JTF-FA intenda to investigate 
the dale of delonel Day d R. ~il1iamu during these field 
op8fatiohs. We expect that the field operatiohl.wi~l proceed ~s 
scheduled; however, the results of the inveutigitions can be 
affected by many factors such ad weather, accessibility to aitest 
cooperation of local witnesses and coordination ~ith officials ot 

. the Asian governments concerned. , . t. 
r "'~ ~. • " AS in the p4at, we will furnish to you, as quickly as possible; 

all ififormation ~e rec8ive concerning Colonel willi~ms. we ask . 
~b4t tpu infdrm other f_mily member_, as you de~m ~pproir1fat!, ~f 
this notification and 41so of any re ults of thG Invest 9 t on a8 
we proceed. 

Qu~.tibfiS about the.. field op~rationa shoUld be directed to the 
,Mi88ift§.PAr86fta , lfiquiriad Diviiiofi at th~ 6bo~e address or on 
out t6ll fraa te1ephone 1ifid (900~292-5642 ~ith!n Texas or 
800-~3~~5P01 Dut8id~ ~e~A8)~ Agaifi, t wish tb 48sure yOU that we 
~il1 ~rovide you information a~ pfb~pt1y aa W' keceive it. 

Sirtcerl:jly 

UJwf 
WiLtIAN R. FRAM~TON 
Sefiior Liaison Officer 
Missing Persons & Inquiries 

Division 
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RECOMMENDED FUTURE ACTION. ~ d1\.~ ~ t;c~'.tv>.-.< 

COMMENTS. £ ~~ ~vic AIet.-~ ~ ~. 
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ACTIO" OFFICER • • 

liM *~ ~'rA- . 

P4~d to Primary Mext of Kin . . 
rho NOR'listed, hold in file 

Do not pass to NOR' 

ACTION COMPLE'l'EDt~ Zrc;3 




