6192 SW 2nd Court
Plantation, FL, 33317
Telephone (305)}581-2773
October 26, 1989

Mr. Garnett E. Bell
Box 30 American Embassy
APO San Francisco 96346

Dear Bill:

I wish to thank you for yor prampt response to my letter and for the
most valuable information you furnished for ocur contemplated trip to
Hanoi. Your kind offer for us to stay at your home in Bangkok is deeply
appreciated but my daughter in law Eva, who is in the travel agency
business has confimed reservations for us at the Bangkck Ambassaddor
Hotel.

I am attaching for your information, a copy of ocur camplete itinerary
for the trip reflecting cur arrival in Bangkok via Northwest Airlines,
Flight 27 at 11:10 A.M. on November 13. You may be assured we will
contact you at your hame or the American Embassy in Bangkok if you are
unable to meet us at the airport. It will be ocur pleasure to meet your
wife and family during ocur visit.

As you know, my son Roger, is on your discrepancy case list. In locking
through material sent me, I am furnishing copies of same which I feel
contain same very interesting information. There is alse data as to the
return of the remains of Camander McGrath, who was piloting the F4 B at
the time of the crash abowl” 14 kilameters southwest of Ke Sat City.
This includes the informal notice of the return of remains of 7
Americans including those of Commander McGrath. Perhaps you can
identify for me the Vietnamese representative who signed this document.

As I previously informed you, I have been dealing with a Mr. Si Xung and
a Mr. Quang of the Mission of SRV at the United Nations in New York and
have the apparent assurance of the approval of our visas (sent him our
application for Vietnam visa) as well as for hotel accamodations at the
Thang Loi Hotel in Hanoi for the nights of November 15, 16 and 17, 1989,
To date, no approval or confirmation has been received. Enclosed find
copies of our passport data which have also been furnished to Mr, Xung,
Hopefully, we will hear something this caming week.

I am locking forward to seeing you again and will deeply appreciate any
advice you carm give us as to our visit in Hanoi.

Sincerely,

NIV

Elmer F. Emrich

EFE:pt
Enclosures



6192 S.W. 2nd Court
Plantation, FL 33317
September 26, 1989

Mr. Gamett E., Bell

Department of Defense - J.C.R.C.
Box 30

U. S. Enbassy

AP0 San Francisco, 96346

Dear Mr. Bell:

I enjoyed seeing and visiting with you at the recent Annual Meeting of
the ILeague of Families in Washington, D.C. last month. I was also glad
to hear of the success you are having in your joint effort with the Viet
Namese in accounting for MIAs.

As I advised you my daughter in law, Eva Emrich and I plan to visit
Hanoi in November. Our present plans are to leave San Francisco on
November 12th, arrive Bangkok, via NW Airlines, November 13, leave
Bangkok via Thai Airlines for Hanoi, November 15, return to Bangkok fram
Hanoi November 18, and return to U.S. via N.W. Airlines on November 19,
1989. To date, we have not confimmed cur Thai Airlines reservation nor
any hotel reservation in Hanoi.

Through the Viet Nam Mission with the United Nations, arrangements are
being made to expedite cur Visa and to cbtain assistance to accamplish
our purpose in Hanoi - answer same questions and visit crash site.

As you are aware my son is on your so called discrepancy list. In view
thereof you must have been given certain pertinent material concerning
the incident, I am furnishing certain of the information forwarded to me
by the USN which may be of assistance to you. The map indicates the
crash site which according to the USN is longitude 106 degrees 09
minutes and latitude 21 degrees 03 minutes (photostat of map location
enclosed. )

We will try to contact you at the Embassy in Bangkok when we arrive. In
the interim please furnish any information which you feel would be
helpful to us such as names of best hotel in Hanoi, necessity or
receiving shots before trip, the currency problems we will encounter in
Hanoi, and any reliable contacts available to us in Hanoi.

I wish you success in your endeavors in Viet Nam and I hope we will see
you in Bangkok in Novermber.

Sincerely,

oir 70

Elmer F. BEmrich

EFE:pt



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20370-5000 {N REPLY REFER TOQ
1771
Ser 64pD/0928
14 Sep 88

Mr. & Mrs. Elmer F. Emrich
6192 S.W. 2nd Court
Plantation, FL 33317

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Emrich:

The Joint Casualty Resolution Center has Jjust forwarded a
copy of a map showing your son, Roger's crash site with relation
to any other U.S. aircraft loss in the same area. Case # 0807
relates to the loss of Lieutenant Commander Thomas Walter Sitek,
who was shotdown in his F-4B "PHANTOM" on August 23, 1967.
Lieutenant Commander Sitek is still listed as Missing/Presumed
Killed in Action. This information fills a request made by
Mr. Emrich at the National League meeting in July.

To give you some basic information about Lieutenant Commander
Sitek's loss as compared to your son's, I have enclosed a short
fact sheet on the incident.

Sincerely,
Lo Cstaartic 7
/ GORDON J. DELCAMBRE, JR. ~
Lieutenant, U.S. Naval Reserve

Special Assistant, POW/MIA Affairs

Encl:
(1) JCRC 1ltr dtd 26 Aug 88

Copy to:
Mrs. Eva Emrich



JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER
NAS BARBERS POINT, HAWAII 96862

3040
CDD

26 AUG 1933

To: Commander, Naval Military Personnel Command (N64DD),
Washington, DC 20370-5000

Subj: TRANSMITITAL OF DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO LCDR ROGER GENE
EMRICH (REFNO 0911-1-01)

Ret: {(a) ASD Armitaye Memo of 29 MAR 84; Subj: Notifying the
NOK of Information which Correlates to Their
Serviceman
(b) NMPC Letter 1771 Ser N64DD/0883, 11 AUG 88

(c) Phonecon JCRC, Mr. Spock/NMPC, LT Delcambre of
19 AUG 88

Small Scale Chart #800470 (546744)

Encl: (
( 1:50,000 Scale Chart $#L701462513

N~
S

1. Per Refs (a), (b) and (c), enclosures (1) and (2) are
provided.

-"’/1.—-——'
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FACT SHEET

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER SITEK, Thomas Walter, USN

Lieutenant Commander Thomas Walter Sitek, USN, was a pilot
assigned to Fighter Squadron ONE FOUR TWO onboard the aircraft
carrier USS CONSTELLATION (CvA-64). On August 23, 1967 LCDR
Sitek launched with is Radar Intercept Officer (RIO), Ensign
Patrick Ness on a flak supression/strike mission against a rail
vard 10 miles east of Hanoi. During their initial approach to
the target several Surface-to-Air Missiles {SAM) were launched
against the strike force. ©Other aircraft saw Lieutenant Commander
Sitek's aircraft take a direct hit by a SAM, catch fire and fall
to the ground. WNo one saw any ejection or parachutes. Search
and rescue efforts were not feasible since the location was deep
in hostile territory.

No information about the fate of the crew was ever obtained
from the Vietnamese. Both crewmen were placed in a casualty status
of Killed In Action (KIA). A breakthrough in this case came on
April 10, 1986 when the skeletal remains of Ensign Patrick HNess
were repatriated from the Vietnamese government. Lieutenant
Commander Sitek still remains in a casualty status of Killed In
Action/Body Not Recovered.

Lieutenant Commander Sitek was born August 3, 1935 in Buffalo,
New York. He showed a Home of Record of Niagara Falls, New York.
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dismissed from scheol at 1130 hours and from thare rode his bicvcle
e tha crizheits,

C.  W.D. MeGRATH ARD RO EMRICA (borh USN ATA/BNRS) weme dowwed
in an F48 ca 17 MoV (7 a4t LI1QO hoaes. ~.: cizconii crasicd in toe
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3. Report will be of votential us2 to JCRC as the location of the
crash/gravesite is provided. Fepert and evaluation will alsc be
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as wall as the DIR-iH crasn/gravesite file.
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Case #0911-0-01, 02

NARRATIVE
On 17 November 1967, an F-4 aircraft, serial number 151488, crashed near the
junction of Routes 51 and 52 apoproximately 14 kilometers southwest of Ke Sat
City in the vicinity of coordinates XJ 110 002, Hung Yen Province, Vietnam.
The wingman overflew the crash site and saw the burning aircraft surrounded
by local populace. No ejections or parachutes of the crew, LT Roger G.
Brrich and CDR William McGrath of the U.S. Navy, were observed nor emergency
beepers heard. Subsequent information from indigenous sources indicates
that one or both crew members may have died during the shootdown incident

and are buried near the crashsite.
Data pertaining to these two individuals are as follows:

Name: FHBurich, Roger Gene
Rank: LT, US Navy

Date of Birth: 8 July 1941
Race: Caucasian

Height: 1.78 Meters
Weight: 77.6 Kilos

Hair: Brown

Eyes: Brown

e et e LT




Name: McGrath, William Darrell
Rank: CDR, US Navy

Date of Birth: 31.July 1929
Race: Caucasian

Height: 1.78 Meters

Weight: 83 Kilos

Hair: Brown

Eyes: Brown

Case $#0911-0-01, 02
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UNITED STATES ARMY CENTRAL IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY, HAWA{LI
FORT SHAFTER, Hawall s6858-5480

DAPC-PED-H | 13 December 1985
Special "Bright Light" Research Narrative

SUBJECT: CILHI 0115-85

1. Thé JCRC "Bright Light" parameters were manually searched in a 20 mile
diameter circle utilizing the burial site location (G.C. XJ 094 262) of
MCGRATH, William D. (REF NO: 0811 1 02) as the base point.

2. The search produced three adcitionai casualties whose status is BNR,
for possible association with subject remains.

NAME ' . REF NO- GRID COORDINATES
EMRICH, Roger G. 0911 1 01 XJ 094 2€2
SITEK, Thomas W. 0807 0 01 XJ 108 297
NESS, Patrick L. 0807 0 02 XJ 108 297

A

ELMER L. BUARD
SSG, USA
Casualty Data Analyst
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ACC NO: 1288

SUMMARY OF INCIDENT

On 17 November 1967, Commander William D. McGRATH, Pilot, and Lieutenant
Roger G. EMRICH, Radar Intercept Officer, were flying a F-4B aircraft on a
target -combat air patrol mission over North Vietnam. As the flight crossed
‘the coast, CDR McGrath and his wingman accelerated to check the target weather.
The two aircraft were about six miles ahead of the main strike force when they
encountered 30 surface-to-air missiles (SAM). CDR McGrath began evasive maneu-
vers as the volume of SAMs increased. ¥hile in a hard turn, the wingman was
forced to look away to check on-coming SAMs. When he looked back, CDR McGrath's
aircraft was spinning to the left. There was no flak in the area, (or observ-
able damage to the aircraft), but there was heavy small arms and automatic
weapons fire. The wingman radioed "bail out", and then the McGrath-Emrich air-
craft struck the ground.

- No parachutes were observed and no radio transmissions were heard. The
wingman was about one-half to three-quarters of a mile from COR McCrath's air-
craft when he saw it in a final spin. He thought that he saw the canopies
still in place, but cannot be positive because of the distance and the atten-
tion he was giving to the SAMs. While evading more SAMs, the wingman was able
to circle the crash site twice. He saw the aircraft burning, a small series of
explosions from what were possibly the chaff explosive squibbs, and the local
populace surrouniding the wreckage. Search and rescue attempts were discontinued
on-18 November 13967, because of the lack of contact and the distance of the
crash from the coast. (Analysis indicates the aircraft was downed at Grid Coor-
dinates XJ 094 261.)



. INF ‘A N CONCERNING PLANE CRASH REF NO: 09111 02

. ACC NO: 1373

AIRCRAFT: F-4B 151488

TYPE TAIL NO.
TIME & DATE: : 17 Nov 67

TIME DATE
' : . North Vietnam "

~ GRID COORD:: XJ 094 261 Ha Bac
g ' i COUNTRY HAMLET PROVINCE

REASON FOR CRASH: Aircraft was on a target combat air patrol mission over North Vietnam,

when ﬁt was hit by either a surface -to-air missile, or small arms fire. Aircraft went into

a spin to the left, and was observed to crash.

ABOARD: . 2 2 BNR. 0. 0 0

NO. ABOARD NO. KILLED NO..CAPTURED/ NO. WOUNDED NO. MISSING
_ RELEASED
POSITION ON .
AIRCRAFT NAME AND RANK SN/SSN UNIT
CDR/05 USN SN: VF-161 .
Pilot ) McGRATH, William D. SSN: USS Coral Sea CVA-43
Radar Intercept  LT/03 USN SN: VF-161

Officer . EMRICH, Roger G. SSN: USS Coral Sea CVA-43

PREVIOUS RECOVERIES FROM THIS CRASH SITE:

EVAC NO. NAME * EVAC NO. NAME
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REF NO: 0911 . 02
Secondary location
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S
P

Trung Quang,

-8 IVV\l& T
v |

\

- -
- -

Y

Ne D

SLNENC
Je Neidt ) o

N\

~

g
"
.*n.‘}; '.é’ ¥.

i

3

Aol

05’

23]

[]
lao] = 2w =

~N
w
[¥¥]
(o)

PHU DONO 8 KM,

2329

u8

2327

XiM SON 2.8 KN,

026

2325

2 2
* -..._l’-:')l}'c A-n
MAP SHEET NO 6251 III
23p300mN. Vietnam 1:50,000
' Bac Ninh
21‘0?‘“'00' 605 §05 807 €03 ..
mmmi 5.2 KM,

£



JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER
NAS BARBERS POINT, HAWAII 96862

1771
CDD

03 MAY 1359

Mrs. Ann Mills Griffiths, Executive Director

National League of Families of American
Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia

1608 K. Street N.W., Washington, DC 20006

Dear Ann,

I received your letter concerning the Emrich family and
appreciate Mr. Emrich's kind words about my Bangkok personnel.

To bring you up-to-date on the Emrich case, in August 1987
and July 1988, we presented the case to the VNOSMP as a result of
the repatriation of his co-pilot, William D. McGrath. We
requested that they investigate the incident further in an
attempt to recover Lieutenant Emrich's remains. To date, they
have not responded.

We have analyzed the information Mr. Emrich provided and
determined that it is highly probable Mr. Emrich had visited his
son's crash site. He gave our Bangkok office photographs of two
engines and a small piece of wreckage. We have positively
identified the engines as General Electric type J-79. This
engine was used on all F-4 type aircraft; however, identifying a
specific F~4 aircraft is not possible. The piece of wreckage is
a compressor stator lever. There are 102 of these levers on each
J-79 engine.

During the next technical meeting we will discuss this case
with the VNOSMP and inquire about the status of our previous
request. We will also ask if the VNOSMP has taken any action
based on Mr. Emrich's visit to the crash site.

Sincer

HARVEY

Lieutenant Colonel, USA

Commahider, Joint Casualty
Resolution Center

Copy to:
DIA (PW/MIA)



NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES
OF AM. AN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUT  AST ASIA

1uul CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NORTHWEST, SUIT: 219
WASHINGTON., D.C. 20036-5504 UPDATE LINE: 202/659-0133

April 17, 1990

LTC Joe Harvey, USA
Commander, JCRC
NAS Barbers Point, HI 96862

Dear Joe:

In November of last year, Elmer Emrich, father of Navy officer
Roger G. Emrich, called to provide information on what he and his
daughter-in-law had found during their trip to Vietnamn. He
mentioned having provided photographs to and talked with Jim
Spurgeon and Bill Bell upon returning to Bangkok and having
expressed the hope that subsequent government-to government talks
or investigations would bring additional information.

Since that time, I have not heard or read anything further and
would appreciate information as to follow-up actions which may have
been taken on this specific case. I understood from Mr. Emrich
that he was very pleased with JCRC-Bangkok's responsiveness and
assistance, as well as their promise to seek additional information
and to provide it to the Emrich family as soon as possible should

anything arise.

Please let me know if anything has been learned or, on the other
hand, if inquiries brought no additional information.

Sinceré€ly,

Ann Mills Griffiths
Executive Director

cc: COL Joe Schlatter, USA
DIA





