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,jOINT CA{_ALTY RESOLUTION CENTEL, 
NAS BARBERS POINT. HAWAII 96862 

CASE 1701-0- i02 
I 

NARRATIVE 

'. 
ON 10 FEBRUARY 1971 1 WARRANT OFFICER ONE-MARK J:- ROBERTSON 

AND : WERE THE CREW ABOARD AN ..PH =-6 A -....... 
HELICOPTER CONDUCTING A VISUAL RECONNAISSANCE MISSION. THE 

AIRCRAFT 1 SERIAL NUMBER 66-17765 1 WAS HIT BY GROUND FIRE AND 

. -
,-- ",;~ .;lO.'L. ~ ..:" 

-"'.' --
CRASHED IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES YD257076 1 

APPROXIMATELY 55 KILOMETERS WEST SOUTHWEST OF HUE, 15 KILOMETERS-

NORTHWEST OF A LUOI AND THREE KILOMETERS WEST OF LAN NAMI THU~ 

THIEN PROVINCE. THE CREW OF OTHER AIRCRAFT IN THE--AREA- F~y? ..:..OVER ... -­

THE CRASH SITE AND SAW NO SIGNS OF SURVIVORS. A GROUND SEARCH OF 

-
THE WRECKAGE WAS NOT CONDUCTED DUE TO THE HOSTIL~ THREAT IN THE 

AREA. 

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

NAME: N /"tM C, 

RANK: SERGEANT 1 U.~. ARMY 

DATE OF ,BIRTH: 3 SEPTEr-mER 1944 

RACE: CAUCASIAN 

HEIGHT: 1.80 METERS 

WEIGHT: 74.2 KILOGRAMS 

HAIR: BROWN 

EYES: BROWN 

'-

-~--"" -

...... 

PASSED TO THEVlETNAM~VERNMENT 

DURING-"X.2!o'tj'R9. l-TECHNIC;l.L MEETING 
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CASE 1701-0- ;02 
.. 

NAME: ROBERTSON, MARK JOHN 

RANK: WARRANT OFFICER ONE, .1J. S. ARMY 

DATE OF BIRTH 18 AUGUST 1949 ' .• 

RACE: CAUCASIAN 

HEIGHT: 1.75 METERS 
• ~,!",,, • ". '" 

WEIGHT: 86.0 KILOGRAMS 
. -~. \~ ... 

HAIR: BLOND 

EYES: BLUE 

... . ~ . 

. . 

----

2 .... 
. . ~ -:......-... .' 
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING 
DET ACHMENT TWO/US MIA OFFICE 

DOC NGU STREET, HANOI, VIETNAM 

NEMOR~N(lUM FOr< Mf-:. I/U CHl CONG. DIREC10R. VNOSKI' 

:::;UBJECT: Re'lllt=st for (~S~l$t .. mce--Grl)IJP 5S') 

USA. 

1. The PUI !JO:,~ of this ll1emorandum i:; to r "'qlle:~\ your ",:<:,ist:Hlce to SelMer, f(11 
additional information cOrJcerniny jncid~nt:; li::.teu in thE:: record of ,dr-c;rllft 
Group ~~'T UlIlt:$ shot clown that lTIight be re'lated to Anlericarlc;:. .. ho are sti II 
uOJ.ccountel1 for. 

1. I).S •. 1nllJy::.t:: In Hawaii and Washington. O.C .. concluded 117 cntrie~ 1n the 
'':':rouc· 55(/ record Ildght be re-lated to 111 cases in wrlich i. total of 219 
Am~ricans ar~ still unaccounted ror. Two of the~e C3se~ (07U~, 1?73) are 
assigned to the Special Remains learn. Three cases (J08~, 120~. ]~?8) ~fP 
Jsd~ned to the Priority Case IrlVestigation TeJ.RI. For your I;')nvcnience, WI! 

have tlttached a 1it.t of thE:' 117 entrie~ and thC:.' at;~oc.iate,j c.B.!.e Ilunlbe!~. \»e 
r'!!quest your researchers try' to, find documen t:" or wi tne::.:.;,;>:; tr,at can ~upp 1 y 
addi tional information COftCern'l'ng tho:':>€' erltr je~, 

S. We re:.:.trict~J thi:; teque:.>t to entri.e:.; an,dy::t:, in Halo/aJ j ;'Hltl Wa::.tdnS)tofi 
a 9 r E'E;' d nd 9 h t b €' rei ate G to una ceo un ted for' fl n: c r ) c; an ~ , I~ ~ V NOS m' and D t' t 7 
~:po:clclli$ts find Jddlt!on.l1 informati!)n Jnd continue to ;,:.tu":y the: lIro'll) '):1'.} 

record, they ~ight dj~cover more entrie~ that are related to unaccounted for 
AmeriCiln:;,. 

I.) • W t: U n d tl r ::. t.3 n d you r ::. pee (.'3 li :> t () !< rio \II III tl A. t V l t> t n .lln e :; P. r to ( Cl f' 0:' m) '.J II I: .; 0 n t 1i r; 
the type of informlltion we are seeking Bnd where to Sf~:(.t; IN c.uch (~c:or rJ:::. 
however, we slJgge::t they (;on::dder' includin,] in t.i1C'lr :';f!.Hch 1:t!E' l1i,d;~tr'l 0;' 
O(:der:r,e centra! archiv!2, th~ keseatc.h (lept1rtnl~rlt of UIE' (;rrlcr~l f'ol'it'J(:i:ll 
Direc::.or;lte, the offie;? to which record:' ':~PI:,[t)Vt~d 10. d..:::.tr'J,;·tiol1 I~el';: 1I1.)yr~d 

curing the 1"'79 bOlder war. the Gerl'~ral IJiret:tot.::t:~' for f<Hlt St·r.,tic(·o'., the 
VietnJrne:.:;", !n:3titute tCI' M:itit..:!ry l~i::,tC)r·1. tJw A'I' Ul:rl'!,~.r: '·.')llllh;.lIld • .31"" ::h,· 

urdt~ li~ted i(, t.hE' Gft}!),. 5E.'! tN:()(j. 

s. Wl;IiI to re.:lfflrill our .l[)PfCCli3tl,)n for' thc' r;dorL o· Yllur :~;')cc.i~di:~L~ r.O 

~ ir.(l tile Group ';,,)'1 n':Cli U ilnd h(-·lp analyze i~., 

f,. [inVl t~ you t.o contact Mr. lb ••• 
'lU(,.,:.tiorl~"; concel nir,g UI)!:; o,emor·.:wdunl. 

f (", . ,):,111'(: 

~s nil. tt'd LT(:. u:~A 

C(llnm.'lnder 
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PAGE: 0005 

1688 INCIDENT, (AYRES & STRATfON) AN UNRESOr.VEIl r:A~F.. CORRELATION IS 
BASED ON APPROXIMATE DATE AND AIRCRAFT TVPt:.» 

«PAGE 41/LINE 28» HECIIANIG GROUP 1»23/22'.; 1/.:15 3 FEB 71; 
INFANTRY WEAPON - 1 RF-4; -; -; -; -; 2 PIllrrs EJf.C;}'ED; -. 
«POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO THE REFNO 1698 INCIOf.tn', (: NMt ~ & 
GOTHER) AN UNRESOLVED CASE. TIlE S'fA11JS OF "[llf. 1'1 WT IS UNRESOLVED, 
TIlE CRE\olHAN IS A RELEASEE. CORRf.I.ATION J S 'M~F.J) ON 1 NCIDENT DATE 
AND AIRCRAFT TYPE.» 

«PAGE 41/LINE 38» C4 (HEROrC CO~lrAN'y); Ill: JO 10 FEB 71; 
12. ntH - 6 'lELO'S; -; 103; -; -;' -; -. « ross I II loY CORRELATES TO TIlE 
REFNO 1701 INCIDENT, (_ & ROBERTSON) AN IINRF.Sor,vEO CASE, BASED 
ON INCIDENT DATE AND AIRCRAFT TyrE.» 

«PAGE 42/LINE 49» -075 ENGINEERING; 0:.1'i 27 FEB 71; 12.7lm 
- 1 HELO; -; -; -j -; -; -. «POSSIBLY CORREI..Al'F.S TO 11IE REFNO 1711 
INCIDENT J (MOONEY & BABCOCK) AN llNRF.SorNEO CA~E. RASf.D ON INCIDENT 
DATE AND AIRCRAFT TYPE.» •. 

«PAGE 44/LINE 38» C12 D44; 10:12 13 HAR 7.1; 37NH - 1 A7; 2; 
-; -; -; -; PILOT WAS CAPTURED AND DIf.D AFrF.R TIIAT; -. «PROBABLY 
CORRELATES TO TIlE REFNO 1724 INCIDENT, (CRf.F.1)) AN lINRf.SOLVED CASE, --
BASED ON INCIDENT DATE AND AIRCRAFT~TYPE.»· • 

«PAGE 44/LINE 47) C7/E230j 00:25 16 tlAR 7.1; 57r-m - 102; 2; 
-;._; -; -; PILOT WAS CAPTURED AND DIED AFTER TIfAT; -. «POSSIBLY'-
CORRELATES TO THf. REFNO 1726 .INCIDENT, (SCRIVENF.H & IJ.JtItle) AN 
UNRESOLVED CASE, BASED ON INCJnf.NT nATE ANIl A'RCR'AtI· TYPE.» 

«PAGE 45/LINE 23» Cll U4 1.; 08: 15 2'. tlAl? 7 I; 37ml - 1 OVI0; 
1/ 

/'1rl:>Hdd: BEGINNING OF SECTION 003 ~'r::~'dn':-:: I 
RMKS/ . 
1; -i -; -; -; CAPTURED 1 U.S. PII.oT; -. ("(PROIlARI.Y CORRELATES TO 
THE REFNO 1734 INCIDENT, (RlrrCIIER) A RESOI.vF.n. CASK, J1MEi) ON INCIDENT 
DATE, AIRCRAFT TYPE AND STAnIS OF rnOT AS A REr.EA~F.F..» 

«(PAGE 46/LINE 51» CJ D6; 24:00 24 APR 71: 17MM - 1 F-4; 2; 
-; -; -; -; PILOT DIED?; -. «POS~HI3LY CORRr.I.ATF.~ TO TJlF. REFNO 1743 
INCIDENT, (SIGAFOOS & tJIrm{ AN UNRESOT.VF.J) CA~F.. M~El) ON AIRCRAFT 
TYPE AND APPROXIMATE DATF..» 

. '«PAGE 47/LJNE 15» C4 D28; 15:00 9 ArR 71; J2.7ml - 1 JlELO; 
2; -; -; -; -; -. «(POSSIBI.Y CORREI.hTES TO TIIF. Hf.FNO 1739 INCIDENT, 

. (LILLy) AN UNRESOLVED CASE, MSt!) ON INCIJ)F.Hr Iwn~.» 
\ «PAGE 49/LINE 6» C641. 01 INFANTRY; 1 nAY r..7; INFANTRY 

WEAPON - 1 HELICOPTER; -;-;-;-;-; 3 PH.OTS IHEU, I (POSSIBJ.Y 
CORRELATF$ WITn TIlE REFNO 1153 lNClnENT, (r.ERVAJl', WllInnRF., £ ~ 
AN UNRESOLVED CASE •. ' CORREI.ATLON IS BASEn ()t-I MRCI?AFT TYPE AND 
INCIDENT DATE.» 

«PAGE 50/qNE 24» D6B mSSlJ.E nTJA; 6: 10; Z.') DEC 71; 
tUSSILE - 1 OV-10; 2 ROUNDS; .-;-;-;-;-. «I'OSSIBJ.Y CORRELATES WInI 
THE REFNO 1790 INCIDENT, (GUENTHER) A RESOLVEH GASF-. CORRELATION IS 
BASED.ON AIRCRAFT TYPE AND APPROXIMATE INCIDENT nATE. THE REFNO 1790 
INCIDENT ACTUALLY OCCURRED ON 26 DEC 71.» 
'. _'«(PAGE 51/LINE ]7) C3 035 8T28; 13:20 ,0 .JAN 72; 14.SMH - 1 
HELICOPTER; 4 ROUNDS; -;-;-;-; "2 PILOTS III En. ((POSSIBLY 

IJNCLMiS IFIF.D 

d.o 
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CASE: 1701 

Circumstances of loss - 17 December 1975 

fIn TN THE AFTERNOON OF 10 FEBRUARY 1971 W01' MARK j." ROBERTSON, PILOT, AND 
_ _ _ _ Nit ff\f \ OBSERVER, WERE FLYING AN OH6A HELICOPTER . 
(#66-17765), ON A VISUAL RECONNAISSANCE MISSION IN THU~H~im PROVINCE ,IN 
SOUTH VIETNAM. THE HELICOPTER WAS HIT BY HEAVY ENEMY MACHINEGUN (. ,S'l: ' 
CALIBRE) FIRE IN THE PILOT'S COMPARTMENT AND IN TH~ FUEL SECTION, BURST 
INTO FLAMES, FELL VERTICALLY, AND EXPLODED ON IMPACT AT GRID COORDINATES 
YD 257 076. OTHER HELICOPTERS IN THAT AREA IMMEDIATELY ATTEMPTED.TO LAND 
TO SEARCH FOR SURVIVORS, BUT THE CREWMEN REPORTED THAT- ENEMY MACHINEGUN 
FIRE AND DETERIORATING WEATHER PREVENTED THEM FROM DOING SO. 

(U) ALL CREWS WHO MADE AN AERIAL SEARCH STATED, HOWEVER, THAT NO"BODIES 
APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN THROWN FROM THE HELICOPTER, AND BECAUSE OF THE 
INTENSITY OF THE BLAZING HELICOPTER, W01 ROBERTSON ,AND ~NftfY\ ~ . ' , 
PROBABLY WERE CONSUMED IN THE FLAMES. ALTHOUGH THE EMERGENCY. RADIO 
FREQUENCIES WERE MONITORED, NOTHING WAS HEARD FROM .. THIS ·CRE;W, . ..:...ANOTHER~. 
SEARCH ATTEMPT WAS MADE ON 12' FEBRUARY, BUT THE ENEMY SITUAT'ION -AGAIN 
PREVENTED HELICOPTERS FROM LANDING. (REF 1& 2) , . 

(U) DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDE[ 
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE. 
THIS INDIVIDUAL'S NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE 
FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE. ,NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. BOTH W01 ROBERTSON AND 
rJ Ii rYl ~ , ARE CURRENTLY CARRIED IN 'rHE STATUS OF, DEAD" BOQY NOT RECOVERED. 

Subsequent Information - 22 June 1982 

(U) A REFUGEE DISCOVERED THE WRECKAGE OF TWO U.S. HELICOPTERS. ONE WITH 
THREE SETS OF SKELETAL REMAINS, IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE NEAR YD 2509. THIS 
POTENTIALLY CORRELATES TO REFNO 1701. (REF 3) 

References - 22 June 1982 '-
REFERENCES: <1> RPT (U), REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS, BOARD OF OF~ICERS, DA FOK 
1574, 18 FEB 71. <2> CERTIFICATE (U), TRP B, 2D SQDN, 17TH CAV, 101ST ABN 
DIV (AMBL) , MAJ GROFF, 19 FEB 71. <3> REFC?N DATA BASE' (U) ~'M82~0"I~: . 

-----.. 

Negotiation actions - 2 April 1992 

(U) CASE NARRATIVE PASSED TO THE VIETNAMESE DURING THE 30 MARCH 1992 
TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI. 

Associated individuals - 17 December 1975 

(U) ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS: , ' , AND MARK J. ..... 
. .... -.:...--. 
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o 169618l JUN 92 PSN Je6469P2B 

FM CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 

TO COR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 

INFO JCS WASHDCIIOCJCS-PII-MIA/JSII IMMEDIATE 
USCINCPAC LO IImDCII IMMEDIATE DIA IIASHOGIIPOW-MIAII IMMEDIATE 

CIA \lASHDCIIDEAI IMMEDIATE NSC WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
SECDEF IIASHDCIIOASu-ISA/PII·MIAII IMMEDIATE 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HIIIJ3/l IMMEDIATE 
CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB Hili IMMEDIATE 
SECSTATE IIASHDCIIEAP-VLCII IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS SECT ION 01 OF 08 BANGKOK TH 28m 

UNCLASSIF lED @;87 JUN 92 
DIA PASS TO Don PO~-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION O'FICf 
DEliVER DURING FIRST DUTY HOUR 
SUBJ: FIELD INVESTIGATIOH REPORT CONCERNING CASE l1Bl 
IP I ETRlAK AHa ROBERTSON) 

REf: JTF -FA 2802S9l MAY 92 

REF IS THE SUM~ARY REPORT OF IHE 11TH SERiES Cf 
JOINT FIELD ACTIVlilES CONDUCTED IN THE SOCIALIST 
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM FROM 11 APRIL TO 29 MAY 1992. PARA 
30 OF REF PERTAINS TO TEAM TIIO'S INVESTIGATION OF CASE 
IIUI THIS IS A PRELIMINARY REPORT AND IS NOT INTENDED 
TO PROV I DE FINAl ANAlYT I CAL CONCL US IONS 

2 SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION: BEll/EEN 39 APRIL AND S 
MAY Isn JOINT INVESTIGATION lEAM TIIO CONDUCiED AN 
INVESTIGATION OF CASE I7BI IN A lUOI DISTRICT, WESTERN 
TH~A THIEN-HUE PROVINCE, SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. 
THE TEAM INTERVIEIIED THREE WITNESSES IN REFERENCE TO 
THIS CASE. ONE WITNESS LED THE JOINT INVESTIGATION TEAM 
TO A CRASH SITE AT GRID COORDINATES Y02500eJGO, 
APPROXIMATH Y 899 METERS FROM THE CRASH SITE LOCATION 
LISTED IN U.S. RECORDS. THIS IIITNESS CLAIMED TO HAVE 
BURIED PARTIAL HUMAN REMAINS, CONSISTING Of ONE AND ONE 
HALF SKULLS, AT THE CRASH SITE. A SECOND WIlNES·S FOUND 
MILITARY IDENTIFICATION TAGS IIHICH CORRElATE TO THIS 
cm AT THE SAME SITE. VIETNAMESE ~EMBERS Of THE JOINT 
TEAM RELEASED THE IDENTIFICATION TAGS, AS IIELL AS TliO 
KEYS, TO THE U. S. JOINT TEAM MEMBERS AS EVIDENCE. 
DURING THEIR SII£ SURVEY, TEAM TIIO DUG ONE TEST PIT AT 
THE SITE. ALTHOUGH THE \lITNESS GOMMENfED THE JOINT TEAM 
010 NOT DIG IN A LARGE ENOUGH AREA, NO REMAINS IIERE 
DISCOVERED. THE SITE HAS DETERMINED TO CONT.~IN EHOUGH 
EVIDENCE, ALONG lilTH WITNESS TESTIMONY, TO RECOMMEND 
EXCAVATION DURING A fUTURE JOINT fiELD ACTIVITY. 

1 DETAILS OF INVESTIGA1ION: 
• A. FROM 30 APRIL TO l MAY 1992, IEAM TIIO CO.~DUClED 
AN INVESTIGATION OF CASE 1Ia1 IN A LUOI DISTRICT, THUA 
THIEN-HUE PROVINCE. ON 21 APRIL THE JOINT TW, TRAVELED 
FROM DA HANG CITY, QUANG NAM·DA NANG PROVINCE, TO HUE 
CITY, THUA THIEN-HUE PROVINCE. ON 22 APRIL TEAM TIIO 
TRAVELED TO A lUOI DISTRICT TOliN TO BEGIN THEIR 
INVESTIGATION OF CASES IN THE DISTRICT. JOINT 
INVESTIGATION TEAM TI/O CONSISTED OF THE FOllOlilNG 
PE RSONNEl: 

BT 

!II U. S. CONTINGENT: 
SSG IP) I TEAN CH IEF 
TSGT • ANAL YST 
SSG LINGUIST 
MAJ IPI LIV:: SIGHT ING 

INVESTIGATOR 
SSG n 11 SEARCH AND RECOVERY 

I ALI ST 
SSG I SEARCH AND RECOVERY 

SPECIALIST 
SFC _ EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL 

TECHNICIAN 
HMC_ TEAM MEDIC 
QI VIETNAMESE CENTRAl GOVERNMENT CONTINGENT: 

MR. HO XU AN DICH (HOOF XUAAN DICHS), DIRECTOR OF 
VNOSMP, lEAM CHIEf AND MEMB~R OF THE mlSTRY 

OF FOREIGN mms 
MR. DINH CONG CHINH IDINH COO~G CHINHSI, MINISTRY 

OF FOREIGN AffAIRS 
MR. NGUYEN NGOC BICH (,~GUYEENX NGOCJ BIGHSI,· 

ASSISTANT HAM CHIEF AND MINISTRY OF NATIONAL 
DEfENSE REPRESE~TATIVE 

MR. DINH VU KHUYNH WINH VUX KHUYNHI, MINISTRY Of 

NA T I ONAL DEFE NSt 
MR. NGUYEN THANH LO~G (NGUYEENX THANH LONGI, 

Dl VR: ADO I II aNAL COpy 10.1 1 ••• Illro 
DLVR:CDR JIF·FA HONOLULU HI ISI ... ACT 
HIlI .•. INFO FOR USCINCPAC HONOLULU H 1\3) 3m 2 !l7/lSQS 

JSI?! 00-01-041\1 MOT WI HB-R!ll J3B-HIIJ J2J311J J2J2(J) mnl 
J20llJ JOJII! CDom 

RID: 03HOO/COPIES: OillS 

IOW:!\68 
CSN:AUIAUI063 

01 OF 01 LOj~Xa68G 168m: 2UI 
168/uU21 

160618l JUN 91 
CJTFf A DEl GNE 

UNGLf\SS I F I ED 
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IMMEDIATE 

o 168618Z JUN g2 PSN 186~16P18 

FM CJTHA OET ONE BANGKOK TN 

TO COR JIF-FA HONOLULU HI 

INFO JCS VASHDCIIOCJCS-PII-MIAlJSII IMMEDIATE 
USCINCPAC LO IIASNOCII IMMEDIATE Ol~ IIASHOCIIPOI/-MIAII IMMEDIATE 
CIA IIASHDe/iDEAI IMMEDIATE IISC WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
SECOfF IIASHDCIIOASD-ISAlPII-MIAII IMMEDIATE 
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WIETRZAK AND ROBERTSONI 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR 

MR. PHAM TRONG DUNG IPHAMJ TRONGJ lUNGXl, MINISTRY 
OF INTERIOR 

(3) THUA THIEN-HUE PROVINCE TASK TEAM: 
MR. LE AN HINH !lEE AN HIHH), CHIEF OF PROVINCE 

TASK TEAM 
I1R. NGUYEN VAH HUNG (JIGUYEEHX VAIIH HIIlIG) , 

SPECIAlIST OF THE PROVIHCE PEOPLE'S COI1MITIEE 
EXTERHAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT 

MR. NGUYEN XUAN HUNG (JIGUYEENX XUAAH HUNGFI, 
PROVINCE PUBL IC SECURITY 

MR. THAN XUAN LlCH CTRMNF XUAAN LICHJ), PROVINCE 
MILITARY COI1MAIiD 

MR. LE HAl TUAN !lEE HAIR TUAAHSJ, PROVINCE BORDER 

DEFENSE 
IIR. NGUYEN VAN PHU lNGUYHNX VAIIH PH US) , 

PR OV I NCE BORDE R om NSE 
MR. CO Kill VUONG (COOR KIM WONGJI, PROVINCE 

BORDER DEFENSE 
(4) A LUOI DISTRICT !.:ISK TEAM: 

IIR. THAN XUAH VIEH CTRAANF XUAAH VIElHXi, OI~rRICT 
PUBLIC SECURITY OF THE PEOPLE'S tOMMiTTEE 
OFFICE 

MR. THAN VAN DU ITRAANF VAIIH l'Jl, DISTRICT PUBLIC 
SECUR lTV OF THE PEorLE' S COrlrllTTH OFF I CE 

- 8. ON 311 APRIL, iUE JOINT TEAK ImRIJ:ElIED ONE 
III T NE S5 CONCERN I NG CASE 1191. 

(J) THE TEAM I HTERVI E\(EO HR. HO VAN PANG !I!OOF 
VAVN PANG) I IIlIOSE BIRTH NAME IS CU PANG ICU PANG), A 52 
YOA RESIDENT OF A NAM IA NAMI HAMUli HONG VAN VILLAGE. 
HR. PANG SERVED AS COMMANDER OF THE DISTRICT GUERRILLA 

FORCES FROI1 1964 TO !S6S, DISTRICT COMMUNIST PARTY 
COMMANDER FROM m5 TO ma, AND THEN REGIONAL WERRlllA 
r.ORCES COMMANDER FROM 1m TO FEBRUARY 19n MR. PANG 
HAS RESPONSIBLE FOR FIVE DISTR~CTS WHEN SERVING AS A 
REGIONAL COMMANDER AND RETIRED FROM MILITARY SERVICE 
IIITH A RANK Of LIEUTENANT COLONEl. 

121 MR. PANG STATED THAT IF ANY AIRCRAfT WERE 
SHOT DOWN OR ANY U.S. OR AlliED PIlOIS IIERE CAPTURED 
DURING HIS PERIOD OF COMMAND, HE 1I0ULD KNOW OF THE 
INCIDENT AS SUBORDINATE UNITS \/ERE OBLIGATED 10 REPORT 
SUCH MATTERS TO Hilt AI THIS POIHT, HE STATED THAT HE 
RECEIVED NO REPORTS Df CAPTURED U.S. PERSONNEl DURING 
HIS TIME IN COMMAND OF REGIONAL FORCES. MR. PANG ALSO 
INDICATED THAT I1ANY AIRCRAFT CRASHED FAR AllAY AFTER 
BE I HG HIT AND THAT HOST U. S. AlRCRE'JS lIERE RESCUED BY 
U. S. HEliCOPTERS; VERY FEW INCIDENTS OCCURRED IN VHICH 
U.S. FORCES DID HOT RESCUE THE AIRCREV OR RECOVER IHflR 

RE HA INS. 
131 REFERRING TO AN INCIDENT AS NliMBER IIBI, MR. 

PANG STATED THAT HIS SON-IN·lAW, MR. QUYNH SOl IQUYNH 
SOOIS) RECOVERED A SET OF MILITARY IDENTIFICATiOOH TAGS 
AND TIIO KEYS FROM THE CRASH SITE OF A U.S. HEliCOPTER. 
THESE ITEMS lIERE FOUIID BURIED AT A DEPTH OF ABOUT ONE 
METER. I1R. SOl GAVE THE IDENTIFICATION TAGS AND KEYS TO 
MR. PANG, IIHO I N- TURN GAVE THESE ITEMS TO MR. CM I NH OF 
THE VIETHAMESE CONTINGENT OF THE JOINT INVESTIGATION 

TEAM. 
(4) MR. PANG FURTHER MENliONED THAT ACCORDING TO 

HEARSAY, A HElICOPTER, WHICH HE INDICATED HAS ASSOCIATED 
III TH INCIDENT 1181, HAS SHOT DOIIH IN FEBRUARY ORMARCH 

1969. 
(5) MR. PANG PROVIDED COMMENTS CONCERNING WHAT HE 

AGAIN CALLED INCIDENT \191 INDICATING THAT THE CRASH 
SITE HAS aEEN SCAVENGED ON NUMEROUS OCCASSIONS. HE SAID 
THAT HE HAS BEEN TO THE CRASH SITE 011 SEVERAL 
OCCASSIOHS. HR. PANG TOLD THE JOINT TEM THAT NO 
VAlUABL ES, SUCH AS MOIlEY, A IIATCH, ETC. I HAVE BEEN FOUND 

AT THE SITE. 
(6) MR. PANG RECEIVED REPORTS OF THE SAME 

HEliCOPTER'S SHOOTOO\(I/ IN ms FROM DISTRICT THREE 

BT 
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lPlETRZAK AND ROBERTSOH) 
T GUERRillAS, HE 010 HOT RECALL \/IIICH UNIT SHOT DOWH THE 
I HEliCOPTER, Nt PAHG LATER STATED THAT GUERR ILlAS FROM o JlQ!IG VANVlllAGE AND GROUP 59 (59) SHOT DOliN THE 

AI RCRAF 1. 
N'" m AFTER STATING THAT HE COULD NOT RECALL 
A DETAILS OF ANY OTHER SHOOTOOIINS, MR. PANG MEHT 10HEO THE 

L SHOOT DOWN OF A "HW MEl ICOPTER NEAR HIS HOME. HE 
DESCRIBED THIS HEliCOPTER AS SMALL AND SAID IT HAS lIKE 
A "HU-LA." THE HEL I COPTER 'HAD FOUR BLADES ON ITS ROTOR. 

M IT LANDED, EXPLODED, AND THE WRECKAGE SCATTERED OVER A 

S 
LARGE AREA. MR. PANG DID NOT KNOW THE FATE OF THE 

G 
AlRCREW. 

(81 AT THIS POINT, MR. PANG PROVIDED A BRIEF 
OVERVIEW OF VIETNAMESE FORCES IN THE AREA STATING THAT 
NOT MANY NVA SOLDIERS \/ERE STATIONED IN THE A SHAU 
VAllEY. THE LARGEST CONTINGENT Of FORCES CONSISTED OF 
REGIONAL GUERRILLA FORCES. THE SECOND LARGEST .GROUP OF 
SOLDIERS BELONGED TO GROUP 59. /IVA INFANTRY AND 
ARTIllERY FORCES ONLY PASSED THROUCH THE AREA ON THEIR 
IIAY SOUTH. VlllHAMESE ANTI-.~I!£.Rm DEFENSES All.!JAL 
T I ME CONS I STED Of 12. 1M" AND 311111 \/EAPONS, 'J!! I CH HR. 
PANG INSISTED BELONGED TO GUERRmfliHlTs, 11m -
STATIONED ON BOTH SIDES Of TeE ~.AIN p.Ma. ACCOF.DING TO 
NI. PANG, MANY OF THE AIRCRAfT oowiilNGs lim CAUSED BY 
LIGHT \/EAPONS ISSUED TO SOLDIERS AND GllERRILLAS IN THE 
VALLEY. 
- C. ON THE HORMING Of 2 MAY, THE il. S. MEMBERS ON IHE 
JO I NT I NVESTIGAT I ON TEAM \/ERE PRESENTED WITH TIiO 
OXIDIZED KEYS AND TIIO MATCHING MILITARY IDENTIFICATION 
TAGS. THE TAGS PERTAIN TO CASE 17B1. I'IR. CHINH Of THE 
VIETNAMESE CONTlHGENT OF TEAH TIIO PRESENTED THE KEYS AND 

IOENflFlCAllON TAGS FOR INSPECTION. THE TEAM TOOK 
POSESSIOII AND PHOTOGRAPHED THE TAGS AND KEYS. BOTH TAGS 
CONTAINED THE FOLLOIiING IHPRIIITED TEXT: 
PIETRZAK; JOSEPH Ri 284 38 9148; B POS; R CATHOLIC 
- D. THE METAL TAGS CONTAIN OXIDATION IIITHIN THE 
IMPRINTED lETTERS. THEY ALSO APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN BURNED 
AND VERY SMAll DROPS OF PREVIOUSL Y MEtTED METAL, NOli 
OXIDIZED, ARE PRESENT ON THEM. ONE OF IHE KEYS AND 80TH 
IDENTIF ICAT ION TAGS WERE ON A SHORT CHAIN, NORMAllY 
ISSUED fOR USE WI TH DOG TAGS. THE SECOND KEY liAS 
UHACCOMP AN lED. THE TWO KEYS WERE I DENT I CAL AHO HOST 
llKEl V f IT THE SAME UNKHOIIN LOCK. THE KEYS WERE BADLY 
OXIDIZED AHD THE METAL WAS BEGIHNING TO flAKE OFF. 
ACCORDING TO MR. CHINH, MR. SOl GAVE THE DOG TAGS TO MR. 
CU PANG, A WITNESS PREVIOUSLY INTERVIEWED BY THE JOINT 
TEAM, IIHO IH· TURN PRESENTED THEM TO MR. CH INH. 
- E. DURING THE AFTERNOON ON 2 MAY, AN ELEMENT OF THE 
JOINT TEAM, LEAD BY SSG NUHElA, INTERVIEWED MR. cum 
SOl mum SOOISI, \/HO IS 55 YEARS OF AGE. MR. SOl'S 
BiR'fijNAHE IS CU DA. 

III I1R. SOl CURREHTL Y RESIDES IN A NAil HAMlET, 
HONG VAN lHOONGF VAANI VILLAGE. MR. PANG, \/HO liAS 
INTERVIE\/ED ON 38 APRIL, WAS ALSO PRESENT AT THIS 
IHTERVIEW. \/liEN THE U.S. MEMBERS OF THE JOINT TEAM 
QUESTIONED MR. PANG'S PRESENCE, MR. CHIHH, A VIETKAtlE.SE 
MEMBER OF THEl.£A&.jTATED THAT MR. SOl'S VIETNAMESE 
LAHGUAGT"is NOT GOOD AND-PANC--VOUlD-ACTAfA"TRANSlArOR 
i NTO~MR.jOI; UAll VE PA'KO lAHGUAGE.·-"HOII(VER, . AS . TH-E -
INTE'RVI EW CONT I HUED, MR. -'PANGBEGAit TO ANS\/ER-OUESTIOis" 

PoSEoTO "MR. Sal wITHouT FlRSfASKINC-MR. sol'S OPIHIO(-
(2)- I HIT I ALi·y;'-tfR-. -PANG-ANSWERED'ONE otrHr'-----

TEAM'S QUESTIONS STATING MR. SOl WITNESSED MANY PEOPLE 
DIGGING IN THE CRASH SITE. ACCORDING TO l1R. PANG, sal 
HAS DUG AS DEEP AS T\/o METERS AND HAS OBSERVED PEOPLE 
CARRYING AWAY AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE AND REMAINS. MR. PANG 
CONTINUED TO ANSWER QUESTIONS IIITHOUT CONSULTING MR. 
SOL THE VIETNAMESE MEMBERS OF THE TEAM PROTESTED THIS 
WITH tlR. PANG BUT HE NEVERTHHESS PERSISTED. 

(3) Nt PANG STATED THAT ON AN UNKHO\/N DATE IN 
1991, MR. Sal, AND OTHER UNSPECifiED PERSONS. DUG 
APPROXIMATElY OHE METER AND FOUND TliO U.S. MILITARY 
ID~NTIFICATION TAGS, rwo KEYS, AND A RING CONTAINING A 
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UI1UL.l\vv II I L.U 

EVERYONE HE COULD CONTACT TO PROVIDE ANY POSSIBLE U.S. 
RElATED lIENS TO HIM PRIOR TO THE U.S. JEAI1'S VISIT. 
HAVING RECEIVED THE IDENTIFICATION TAGS AND KEYS, I1R. 
PANG SUBSEQUEHTl Y FURHISHED THESE IlEMS TO I1R. CHINH OF 
THE VNOSI1P IMI1EDIATElY PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE U.S. 

TEAM. 
181 MR. SOl EVENTUAll Y CONTINUED ON HIS OWN 

USCIHCPAC lO WASHOCI/ IMI1EDIATE DIA VASHOCI/POV·MIAII IMMEDIATE 

BEHALF AND STATED THAT HE DID NOT OBSERVE HUMAN REMAINS, 
CLOTHES, VIRING, OR OTHER VRECKAGE AND PERSONAL EFFECTS 
AT THE SITE WERE HE DUG IN FEBRUARY 1991. 

CIA VASHDCIIDEAI IMEDIATE MSC VASHDC IMMEDIAfE 
SECDEF VASHDCIIOASD-ISA/PV-MIAII IMMEDIATE 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HII/JJI/ IMMEDIATE 
CDRUSACllHI HICKAM AFB HIlI IIIMEOIATE 
SECSTATE VASHDCIIEAP-VlCII IMMEDIATE 
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~IEIRZAK AHD ROBERTSONI 
RED STONE SETT I HG. SOl VAS AllEGEDL Y POOR AT THAT T I ME 
AND SOLO THE RING FOR S9,999 DONG. MR. SOl HIMSElF 
lATER STATED THAT HE SOLO THE RING IH DECEI1BER 199\. TO 
MR. VO 1 HANH lONG !VOX THANH lONG), A 32 YOA RES I DENT OF 
A NAM HAMlET, HONG VAN VillAGE. MR. SOl FURTHER 
INOICAIED THAT MR. lONG SUBSEQUENTlY lOST THE RING. 

141 MR. PANG, AGAI N ANSl{fR I Nt VITHOUT CONSUL TlNG 
MR. SOl, SAID THAT MANY PEOPLE HAD SCAVENGED THE CRASH 
SITE BEFORE 199\, AND THAT THESE PEOPLE HAD SPREAD THE 
VORD CONCERNING THE lOCATIOH OF THE CRASH SITE. IIR. 
PANG SAID THIS IS HOV MR. SOl FOUND OUT ABOUT THE sm. 

IS) HR. PANG THEN SAID THAT MR. SOl AND HIS SON, 
Al SO NAMED SOl rnENCEFORTH REFERRED TO AS YOUNG MR. 
SOil, COULD LEAD THE JOINT TEAM TO THE EXACT CRASH SITE. 

(6) MR .... PANG VOLUNTEERED INFORMATIOH STAliNG IHAI 
THE AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN FEBRUARY OR MARCH 1969. HE SAID 

--"~---
NO ONE ACTUAll v OBSERVED THE AIRCRAFT CRASH. AT THE 
TIME OF THE CRASH THE U.S. VAS VAGING A HEAVY AIR 
CAMPAIGN ON THE VIETNAMESE FORCES IN THE A SHAI) VAllEY. 
MOST RESIDENTS HOVED INTO TIlE MOUNTAINS TO ilVOID THE AIR 
ATTACKS; THEREFORE, THE P.REA OF iHE CRASH liAS 
UNPOPULATED AT THE TIME OF THE IHCIDEN!. AFm iKE VAR, 
PEOPLE AllEGEDl Y RETU~NED TO THE GENERAL AREA OF THE 
CRASH AND DISCOVERED THE SITE. 

m SPEAKING IN VERY UNDERSTANDABLE VIETNAMESE, 
MR. SOl EXPLAINED THAi HE PROviDED THE IDElITIFjCATI~ 
TAGS AND KEYS TO MR. PANG IH FEBRUARY 1991. Mr;. SOl 
REPORTEDL V REliNQUISHED THESE ITEMS BECAUSE HE DID HOT 
KNOV WAT THEY YERE AND THOUGH T MR. PANG \/oUlO BE ABLE 
TO IDENTIFY THEM. PANG, WO HAD MET VIIH VIETNAMESE 
MEMBERS OF THE JOINT TEAH ON 18 APRil 1992, INFORMED 

- F. ON 3 MAY, YOUNG I1R. SOl LEAD AN ELEMENT OF JOINT 
TEAM TVO TO A CRASH sm VHICH THE TEM LATER DETERMINED 
TO BE AT UTM COORDINATES YD2S98S1B9, APPROXIMATEl Y 888 

"------.~~ 

METERS FROI1 THE \191 CRASH LOCATION AS CONTAINED IN_ 
iH -FA RECOROC---

!II rH~ DEPARTED A NAM HAMlET, HONG VAil 
:[ILLAGE AND T.REKKED FOR OVER TVO HOURS ALONG A JUNGLE 
T.RAIL AND ACROSS 110UNTAINOUS· TERRAIN BEFORE ARRIVING AT 
THE SITE. UPON ARRIVAL THE TEAM OEHRMINED THE PRECISE 
<:........---' 

COORDINATES OF THE CRASH LOCATION AND BEGAN SURVEYING 

THE SITE. 
m THE SITE IS LOCATED ON A MOUNTAINSIDE IN AN 

AREA THAT HAS BEEN RECENfl Y BURNED FOR SLASH AND BURN 
AGRICUl TURE. THE TEAM OBSERVED VARIOUS PIECES OF 
WRECKAGE TO INCLUDE: SHEET I1ETAl; PIECES OF AlReREV 
HEll1ET SUNVISOR; BOLTS; NUTS; VASHERS; PIECES OF FLIGHT 
SUlTi SEAT MESHi CERAMIC TILES {POSSIBLY USED AS 
SEAT/AIRCRAFT AR~DR1; AND BROKEN GLASS. MR. cum BUOHG 
(QUYHHF BVOKG1, ft RESIDENT OF H..91t.G...!A~ VilLAGE WO HAS 

.J.!.EjL~A.Nn -'~F9RMATIOH CONCERNIHGJ~UJlRIAUlLl!!L 
l.!lQl'?!'J!.1Q.l.cCO~PAN I ED HAM T~ 

(]) VH Il E THE TEAM SURVEYED THE S lIE, MR. BUONG 
STATED THAT HE FIRST DISCOV£RED A PARTIAllY INTACT 
HH ICO.E,!g.J.!!J~..ill1 HE DID NOT RECAll THE EXACT 
MONTH OR DAY. HE STATED THAT HE DISCOVERED ONE COMPLETE 
SKUll AND ONE HALF SKULL, ALONG WITH OTHER ASSORTED 
HUMAN REMAINS, lYING IMMEDIATElY ADJACENT TO m 
HELICOPTER JUST OUTSIDE OF THE LEFT CREV COMPARTMENT 
DOOR. DURING HIS FIRST EXAMINATION OF THE SITE, HE ALSO 
NOTICED TVO HANDGUNS BUT DID NOT INDICATE THE 

9T 
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01 SPOS I Tf ON OF THESE l/£APONS. 
l41 MR. BUOHG TOLD THE TEAM THAT HE BURIED THE 

REMAINS AT THE SPOT ~i!ERE HE FOUND THEM. ON AN UN-
RECAllED DAY AND MONTH IN 199b MR. BUONG AGAIN 
EXCAIJATED THE SITE, DIGGING TO A DEPTH OF APPROXIMATEl Y 
ONE METER. DliRING THIS EXCAIJATION HE liAS UNABLE TO 
RElOCATE THE PREIJIOUSH BURIED REMAINS. 

(51 SPEAKING ON THE ORIENTAIION OF THE CRASHED 
HEliCOPTER, MR. BUONG STATED THAT THE AIRCRAFT'S TAIL 
SECTION liAS POINTED UP TomDS THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN 
(NORTH. THE AIRCRAFT, WHEN HE INTITALLY DISCOIJERED IT, 

liAS A TWO-DOOR HEll COPTER, BUT ONL Y ONE DOOR liAS STILL 
ATTACHED TO THE AIRCRAFT FRAME. THE HEliCOPTER WAS 
DESCRIBED TO BE DARK GREEN IN SPOTS, BUT BUONG STATED IT 
liAS DIFfiCULT TO DETERMINE THE AIRCRAFT'S COLOR SINCE 
MOST OF I T HAD BEEN SEVERL Y BURNED. 

161 TEAH TlIO EXCAVATED A ONE SQUARE HnER TEST 
PIT TO A DEPTH OF APPROXIHATEL Y SEVEHTV CEHTIHETERS. 
THE 'lEAH 0 I SCOIJERED ONL Y UHRECOGH lIABLE BURNT MATER I Al. 
AFTER COMPlETING THE TEST PIT P.N~ PHOTOGRP.PHIHG THE 
SITE, TEAH TIIO RETURNED TO HON~ VAN VILLAGE. WHIl£ IN 
HONG VAN IJILLAGE THE TEAH MADE ARRANGEMENTS TO IHTERVIEIi 
tlR. BUONG ON 5 MAY. 

. - G. ON THE MORNING Of 5 NAY, JOINT INiJEST IGAT ION 
TEAM TWO INTERVIElIED HR. QUYNII BUONG (QliYNIIF BIIONGl.· AGE 
56. WHO ALLEGEDLY POSSESSED FIRST-HA.~D INfORMATION 
CONCERNING THE BURIAL Of U.S. REMAINS AT THE CRASH SIlE. 

III Al THE BEGINNING OF THE INI~RVIE!J MR. BUONG 
.sTATEP !HAT HE DISCOVERED A HElLCOPTER CRASH SITE IN 

EARL Y 1969 WHILE HE CLEARING LAND TO PLANT MANIOC. HE ,. -
DID NOT RECALL THE EXACT 1t0NTH OR DAY. HE ALSO DID NOT 

HAVE KHOIIL EDGE CONCERN I NG THE CRASH OF THE Al RCRAf L HE 
SA I 0 THE AIRCRAFT liAS SEVEREL Y BURNED. 

m ItR. BUOHG STATED THAT HE DISCOVERED ONE 
ENTIRE CRANIUM. ONE·HALF OF ANOlHER CRANIUM, AND 
ASSORTED REMAINS IIITHIN ONE METER OF THE AIRCRAFT'S 
DOORS. ALL THE REMAINS, WHICH ItR. 8UONG REASONED TO 
PERIAI N TO rwo PERSONS, l/£RE L Y I NG TO THE EAsr IIITH THE 
AIRCRAFT TAIL FACING TO THE NORTH. THE REMAINS WERE 
RAHDOML Y SCATTERED IIlrHIN A SItALl AREA AND NOT ARRANGED 
IN rHE SHAPE OF A HUMAN SKElETON. BUONG OBSERVED NO 
CLOTHING NOR FlESH AFFIXED TO THE REMAINS, BUI HE 
RECAllED rHE REMAINS l/£RE MALODOROUS. INITIAllY, BUONG 
COULD NOT REMEMBER rHE COL OR OF THE REMAINS. AFTER 
SEVERAL MINUTES OF CONTfIlPlATIOH HE SAID THAT rHE 
REnAIHS WERE DARK-COLORED SINCE THEY l/£RE BURNED BADLY. 

(J) BUONG DESCR I BED rHE MANNER I H WH I CH HE BUR I ED 
THE REMAINS BY SAYING HE PilED rHE REMAINS INTO A SINGLE 
HEAP AT rHE EXACT SAME SPOT WHERE rHEY WERE DISCOIJERED. 
HE THEN COVERED THEM IIITH DIRT USING A HOE. THE DIRT . 
HEAP liAS RAISED APPROXII1ATEl Y ONE HALF METER ABOVE THE 
SURROUNDING GROUND. HE SAID HE DID NOT DIG A HOLE INTO 
rHE GROUND TO BURY rHE REIIAINS. BUONG THEN INDICATED 
THAT THE JOINT rEAM'S TEST PI T Of J nAY WAS NOT LARGE 
ENOUGH TO COIJER THE AREA WHERE HE INTERRED THE REItAINS. 
HE SAID THE REItAINS WERE BURIED IN A SIX SQUARE IIETER 
AREA, BUT HE ALSO ADDED THAT THE TEAM DUG IN THE CORRECT 

LOCATION. 
m MR. BUONG SAID THAT HE DID NOT NOTE ANY 

PERSONAL EFFECTS BELONGING TO THE AIRCREW. Ar THE TIME 
T!AT HE DISCOVERED THE AIRCRAFT, THE fORWARD AREA OF THE 

BEL I COPTER, J.Q.!.~g~P!JHE CREY COMPARTMENT, WAS INTACT. 
THE rAil OF THE HELICOPTER liAS COMPLETElY BURNfU. HE 
010 NOT EHTER THE COCKP IT BECAUSE HE WAS AFRAI D. MR. 
BUONG 010 NOT SEE THE HELICOPTER'S ROTOR NOR DID HE 
RECAll SWHG' TIlE mINE. THE AIRCRAfT ~AD T\IO DOORS IN 
THE fRONT, ONE OF WHICH WAS MISSING. 

f51 IN ADDITION TO THE REMAINS, nR. BUOHG ALSO 
01 SCOVE REO 1110 HANDGUNS AT THE S lIE. ONE liAS DESCR I BED 
AS A REVOLVER !POSSlaLY .J& CALIBRE PISTOl! AND rHE 
mER liAS DESCRIBED AS A PROBABLE HIli rARY ISSUE. 45 
CAliBER AUTOMATIC HANDGUN WHICH LOADS VIA A ClIP IN10 
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FN CJTFF A DEl ONE BANGKOK TH 

TO COR JTF -F A HONOL UL U HI 

INFO JCS WASHDCIIOCJCS-PiI-IlJA1 J511 INMED lATE 
USCINCPAC LO WASHDC/! IMIIEDIATE DIA WASHDCIIPOII-HIAII IMMEDIATE 
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SECDEr WASHOCIIOASD-ISAlPI/-HIAII IMMEDIATE 
USCIHCPAC HONOLULU HIIIJ311 IMMEDIATE 
CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HilI IHMEDIATE 
SECSTATE I/ASHOCIlEAP-VLCII IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS SECT ION 86 or 98 BANGKOK TH 28645 

UNCLASSIFIED 8187 JUN 92 
OIA PASS TO 000 POI/-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE 
DEli VER OUR I NG FIRST DUTY HOUR . • .. 
SUBJ: FIElD INVESTIGATION REPORT CONCERNING CASE 1791 
[P I ETRZAK AND ROBERTSON) 

THE BUTT OF THE WEAPON. MR. BUONG SAID UN IDENTIF I ED 
CH ILDREN SUBSEOUEHTl Y TOOX THE IlEAPONS AS TOYS. HE 

o WEAPONS. 
N (6) DURING THE INTERVIEW, @. BUONG SEEMED TO 

COULD NOT PROVIDE THE CURRENT DISPOSITION OF THE 

A SECOME DISORIENTED \/I!EN QUESJlOliULtO.j[~QNFJ~UHE YEAR 

L ]nIrTCH HE DJ~~9YE.8ID JH£ JRASH _SLIlJ.UJ!MlGEDHlt 
TESTIMONY CONCERNING THE YEAR \/I!EN HE DISCOVERED THE 
Srrn0l978 VfC('19'69~'-BUOHG"TN-OTcAjED~THECRASH'S'ITE 

M ro'SCTHnAH(ArTHAFHE AND YOUNG MR. SOl VISITED WHEN 

S THEY ACCOMPANIED THE JOINT INVESTIGATION TEAM ON 3 HAY, 
HE CONTINUED TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INfORMATION ON rHE 

G SITE CLAIMING THAT AT THE TIME OF HIS DISCOVERY, NO 
OTHER PERSONS HAD VIS I TED OR SCAVENGED THE CRASH 
LOCATION. HE CONTRADICTED HIS STATEMENT TO THE JOINT 
TEA~ DURING THE SITE VISIT or J MAY BY STATING HE KEVER 
RETURNED TO THE SITE FOllOIIING HIS INITIAL DISCOVERY. 
ACCORDING TO BUONG, MANY UNIDEHTIFIED PEOPLE SCAVENGED 
THE SITE AfTER HIS DISCOVERY. 

rn HR. DUONG ClAI~EC TO HAVf NO KHOIllEDG[ 
COIICERrilHG CAPTURED U. S. PERSONNEl OR ANY OTIiER AIRCRAFT 
CRASH INCIDENT III THE A SHAU VAllEY. 

4. MATERIAL EVIDENCE: MATERIAL EVIDENCE COLLECTED AT 
THE SITE AT GR 10 COORD I NATE S Y025989789 CONS I STS OF THE 
FOLLOIIIHG: 
- A. PERSONAL EFFECTS: 

(II ONE SHALL TORN PIECE OF A FLIGHT SUIT IIITH A 
PORTION OF ZIPPER; FOUND ON IHE SURFACE AT THE SITE. 

121 ONE TORN SOCK, BLACK; FOUND ON THE SURFACE AT 
THE CRASH S I IE. 

lJ) TIIO MiliTARY IDENTIFICATION TAGS, IIITH SMAll 
CHAIN; PRESENTED TO THE U. S. TEAM BY VIETNAMESE JOIIIT 
TEAM MEMBERS. 

(4l TWO KEYS, BAOL Y OXIOIZED; PRESENTEO TO THE 
U.S. TEAM BY VIETNAMESE JOINT TEAM MEMBERS. 
- B. AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE: 

HI ONE UNIDENTIF lED, ElBOW-SHAPED PORTION OF 
METAL; POSSIBLY AN AIRCRAFT CONTROL DEVICE; 
APPROXIMATEl Y ONE QUARTER INCH IN DIAMETER; IMPRINTED 
illTH IIUMBER: "9191289-49.· FOUND IN THE SUBSURFACE TEST 

PI1. 
(2J ONE PIECE Of CERAMIC TILE; APPROXIHATEl Y 

THREE SY THREE INCHES. fOUND ON THE SURFACE AT THE 
SITE. 

(31 ONE PIECE OF TlNHD PLASTIC; FOUND SUBSURFACE 

IN THE TEST PIT. 
(41 ONE METAL RING WITH SCREWS EMBEDDEO; 

OXIDIZEO; TIIO TO THREE INCHES IN DIAMETER. 
(SlONE PORTION OF UNIDENTIFIED CLOTH; BROliN IN 

COLOR; fOUND ON THE SURFACE AT THE SITE. 
(6) ONE PIHE UNIDENTIFIED CLOTH WITH FIBROUS 

STRANOS.. FOUND 011 SITE SURFACE. 
(7J ONE EXPE HOED IlEAPON ROUND; 5.56 CALIBRE: 

FOUND SUBSURFACE. 

5. SURVEY RESUL IS: THE JOINT TEAll SURVEYEO ONE AllEGED 
CRASH LOCATION IN REFERENCE TO CASE 1191. TEAH TWO 
MAKES THE FOllOWING OBSERVATIONS: 
• A. THE JO I HT I NVEST I GAT I OH TEAM TRAVElED TO A SITE 
ON J MAY, GUIDED BY YOUNG MR. SOL THE SITE IS LOCATED 
AT GR I D COORDI NATES YD259Bm9, APPROXI MATH Y 899 METERS 
FROH THE 1791 CRASH LOCATION AS CONTAINED IN JIF·FA 

RECORDS. 
8. TRAVEl TO THE SITE IS BY FOOT AND fOLLOWS ALONG 

BT 
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INFO JCS YASHDC/lOCJCS-PY-MI AI J511 I liMED I ATE 
USCINCPAC LO YASHDCII IIIIIEDIATE DIA YASHDCI/POV-MIAII IMMEDIATE 
CIA VASHDCIIDEAI IMMEDIATE NSC VASHDC IIIMEDIATE 
SECDEF VASHDC/IOASD-ISA/PY-MIAII IMMEDIATE 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HIIIJJII IMIIEDIATE 
CORUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HilI IMMEDIATE 
SECSTATE YASHDCIIEAP-VLCII IMIIEDIATE 

UNCLAS SECTION 97 OF 98 BANGKOK TH 28m 

UNCLASSIFIED B187 JUN 92 
DIA PASS TO DOD POY-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE 
DEli VER OUR I NG FIRST DUTY HOUR • :.. 
SUBJ: FIElD INVESTIGATION REPORT CONCERNING CASE 1791 
(P I ETRZAK AND ROBERTSON) 
A NARROY MOUNTAIN PATH AND THROUGH A 1I0UNTAIN STREAM. 
APPROXIMATELY TYO HOURS IS REQUIRED TO REACH THE SITE BY 
FOOT IF TEAM MEMBERS TRAVEL YITH LIGHT LOADS. 
- C. THE SITE IS LOCATED ON THE SIDE OF A MOUNTAIN IN 
AN AREA THAT HAS BEEN RECENTLY BURNED FOR SLASH AND BURK 
AGRICULTURE. BURNED BANANA TREES COVERED THE HILLSIDE. 
- D. THE TEM OBSERVED VARIOUS PIECES OF WRECKAGE TO 
INCLUDE: SHEET I1ETAl (GREEN AND LIGHT BLUE COLORED); 
PIECES Of AIRCREY HELMET SUNVISORi BOL TSi NUTS: YASHERS: 
PIECES O(flIGHT SUITi SEAT IIESH; CERAMIC TILES 
IPOSSIBL Y, USED AS SEAT/AIRCRAfT ARMOR) i I1ESH TUBING 
IAPPROXIMATEL Y 2 INCHES IN DIAMETER); AND BROKEN GLASS 

SCATTERED OVER THE SURFACE OF THE AREA. SOftE 
UNIDENTIfiED ENGINE PARTS, YITH NO DISTINGUISHING 
NUMBERS OR HARKS, YERE AL SO PRE SENT. ADO I TI OHALl Y, AN 
EXPENDED U.S. AR·IS ROUND VAS FOUND AT THE SITE. 
• E. WRECKAGE FOI.IHD IS GEHERALL Y CONSIDEREO TO BE 
CONSISTENT YITH THE CRASH OF A HEliCOPTER AIRFRAI1E. 
- F.· A TEST PIT, DUG IH AN AREA WERE I1R. BUOKG sm 
HE BURIED THE REMAINS OF TilE AIRCREY, MEA~UREU ONE 
SQUARE METER AND SEVENTY CENII METERS Dm. 'I·HE JEA!1 
01 SCOVER£ D UNRE COCN I lABLE I CHARRED !lATER I AL V JTH I N THE 
TEST PIT. NO HUIIAN RENA I NS YERE F CUND EITHER ON THE 
SURFACE OR VITHIN TH[ TEST PIT. 

6, RECOMMENDED fUTURE ACT IONS: 
• A. RECOMMEND THE SITE AT GRID COORDiNATES 
YD2S8Bm8 FOR IMMEDIATE RECOVERY. AN EXCAVATION OF 
THIS SITE MAY PROVIDE REHAINS ASSOCIATED YITH THE 
AIRCREV, AS YELL AS IDENTIFY THE EXACT AIRCRAFT 
NOMENCLATURE. 

- B. IF A REINVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE IS DEEMED 
NECESSARY, RECOIIMEND THE INVESTIGATION TEAM ATTEMPT TO 
INTERVIEY MR. SOl ALONE IIHILE HE IS STILL IN A STATE OF 
GOOD HEALTH. THE PRESENCE OR MR. PANG SIGNIFICANTlY 
AFFECTED THE.OUrCOME OF SOl'S FIRST INTERVIEII. AN 
INTERVIEY YITH NO OTm VILLAGERS PRESENT HAY FURTHER 
CLARIFY PORTIONS OF HIS TESTIMONY. 
- C. IF A REINVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE IS CONDUCTED. 
RECOMMEND THE JOINT TEAM LOCATE AND INTERVIEY MR. VO 
THANH LONG WO ALLEGEDLY PURCHASED A RING RECOVERED FROM 
THE CRASH SITE BY MR. SOl (CU DA) IN 1991. 
- D. RECOIIMEND A JOINT US/SRV RESEARCH TEAM ATTEMPT "'-- _'-'_,"""""" .... ""-.. _ ... _ ....... _.-.,......-..::i;.~ 

JQ,,&Al~_lN[ORMATION.RELATED TO THIS CASE FROM MILljARY. 
JRC~JVES IN HUE CITY OR HANOI AND FROM THE ARCHIVES OF 

GROUP ssg YHO \/£RE STATIONED IN THE A SHAU VALLEY 
THROUGHOUT THE YAR. ' , 

7. PERTINENT LOCATION OR DATA CHANGES; RECOMMEND THE 
LOCATION OF THE AIRCRAfT CRASH FOR CASE 17BI BE CHANGED 
TO GRID COORDINATES YD1SB697BB. TEAM TYO OBTAINED VERY 
ACCURATE COORDINATES OF THIS SITE DURING THEIR SITE 
SURVEY. ADDITIONALLY, THIS LOCATION IS CONSISTENT IIITH 
IIIFORMATION CONTAINED IN m-FA RECORDS COHCERNING CASE 
1791 AND IS VERIFIED BY THE MILITARY IDENTIFICATION TAGS 
ALLEGEDl Y RECOVERED FROM THE sm. 

S. AREAS OR CASE FILE INFORMATION NOT INVESTIGATED: 
TEAM TYO ACQU I REO NO EYEYITNESS ACCOUNTS OF THE 
SHOOTOOYH OF THE J 7 BI A I RCRAFT OUR I NG TH I S 
INVESTIGATION. 

9. ANALYST COMMENTS: 
- A, MR. PANG PL AYED !HE ROLE OF A HOST IlE YITNESS 
AND VAS NOT COOPER AT IVE IN ANY ASPECT OF THE 
INVESTIGATION. PANG MOE IT EVER SO CLEAR THAT, HAU IT 

HAD HOT BEEN AT THE REQUEST OF THE VlrnMtSL. 
GOVERHI1EHT, HE YOULD NOT HELP THE U. S. TEAH IN ANY VAL 
AT ONE POINT, PANG ALSO MENTIONED THE NECESSITY FOR THE 

. -------~---
U. S. GOVERNMENT TO PAY YAR REPARATIONS TO VIETHA/S 
-~ B. MR. PANG SHI1ED TO BE THE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND 

"-
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fM Cmf A DET ONE BANGKOK TH 

TO CDR JTf-FA HONOLULU HI 

INFO JCS WASHDCIIOCJCS-PW-MIA/J511 IMNEDIATE 
USCINCPAC to WASHOCII IMMEDIATE OIA IIASHOCI/POII-MIAII IMMEDIATE 

or THE CRAASH SITE REVEALED EVIDENCE or PERSONAL 
EaUIPI1ENT. THE TERRAIN LIES ON IHE SIDE or A 110UNTAIH. 
VEGETATION AT THE SITE CONSISTS MAINLY or BANANA TREES 
(ALL BURNT AT THE TIME OF THE TEAM'S SURVEY1- HAZARDS 
IN AREA INCLUDE A NARROII, ONE-SIDED TRAIL LEADING INTO 
THE S If[ AND LiTTlE OR NO SHADE I N THE AREA. 1I GHT 
ORDANANCE WAS DISCOVERED AT THE SITE lONE EXPENDED 5.56 
ROUNDl. METHOD or SEARCH WAS SK I RMI SH LI NE AND TEST 
PIT. AT THIS TIME, RECOVERY IS RECO/lIIEHDED BASED ON 
AIRCRAFT MATERIAL, PHYSICAL EVIDENCE FOUND AT SITE AND 
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY A LOCAL WITNESS. RECOMMENDED CIA WASHDC/lOEAI IMMEDIATE HSC WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
SIZE OF SITE TO BE EXCAVATED: FIfTEEN BY FIFTEEN METERS 
FROM THE CENTER or CRASH sm. ESTIHATED LENGTH OF 
EXCAVATION: SEVEN DAYS WRY SEASON); TliHVE DAYS IRAINY 
SE ASONI. 

SECOEF WASHDCIIOASD-ISAlPV-MIAII IMMEDIATE 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HIJJJ311 IMMEDIATE 
CDRUSACILHI HICKAII AfB HilI IMMEDIATE 
SEes TATE IIASHOCIIEAP-VlC/I IMMED I ATE 

UNCLAS SECTION SS OF B8 BANGKOK TH 28645 

UNCLASSIFIED 9181 JUN 92 
olA PASS TO DOD POW-KIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE 
DEliVER DURING FIRST DUTY HOUR 
SUBJ: FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT CONCERNING ~SE !1Bl 
!PIETRlAK AND ROBERTSONI 
!HI OTRER VI TNESSES' TESTIMONY. HE WAS PRESUU....QR.JJAIL 
PRIOR CONTACT WITH ALL WITNESSES PRIOR TO INTERVIEVS. 
-'~-"~'---~--- ..... - C. OUR I NG lit SO I' S I NTERVI EW, MR. PANG OFTEN 
Ammo QUESTIONS HIMSELF WITHOUT ASKING MR. SOl IN HIS 
NATIVE ETHNIC LANGUAGE FDR AN ANSVER. THIS IS CLEAR 

. . . ' 

EVIDENCE THAT EITHER: 111 MR. PANG AND MR. SOl 
DISCUSSED THE DETAILS'OF SOl'S TESTIMONY PRIOR TO THE 
AClUALJOINT TEAM INTERVIEVi OR m MR. SOl ACTUALL Y 
KNEW 1I TTL E CONCE RN I NG THE CRASH S lIE, OTNE R TH AN I TWAS 
A CONVENIENT AREA TO SCAVENGE VRECKAGE. THESE FACTS 
SEVERElY LIMIT THE CREDABlllTY OF ALL WITNESSES. IT IS 
ALSO WORTHY TO NOTE THAT MR. PANG ALSO HAD PRIOR COHTACT 
WITH MR. BUONG PRIOR TO HIS INTERVIEW. 
- D. ANOTHER POINT OF IHTERST IS THE CONFLICTING TIME 
PERIODS THAT MR. BUONG PROVIDED CONCERNING THE DISCOVERY 
OF THE CRASH SITE AND HIS BURIAL Of THE REMAINS. MR. 
BUONG ALSO CLAIMS THAT NO ONE DISINTERRED THE REMAINS 
FOllOWING HIS BURIAL, BUT MR. SOl ClEARLY INDICATED THAT 
MANY PEOPLE HAVE DUG AT THE SIT£. OUR I NG SO I' S 
INTERVIEW, I'I~" PANG INDIWeD THAT SOl WITNESSED MA~v 
OTHER PEOPLE DIGGING AT THE CP.!lSH LOCAl ION .:IND rH,~T THE 
REMAINS HAB BHH REMOVED PRIORTOTHEJOIH-TT'EAlff---"" ...-.---_ .. --- ---~., -~- ~.... - ...,. 
VISIT. MR. PANG, HOWEVER, COIJLD NOT OR WOULD NOT 
~-~-. .,.. - .. --~-~ .. -~,..-",---- ~--.. ---. 
tR~~!QEDJJmS._CQ~E~~!NU]UJ.m!ER~E,I!L OF TAr 
REMAINS OR THEIR CURRENT DISPOSIlION. ., ~~,---
:~··'I""THROiiGHOuTrHErEAM;s-IH;iEsiiGAT ION, MR. PANG 
SEEMED TO BE COHSTAHfl Y SEEKING THE S?()T LIGHT 
CONCERNING THIS CASE AND APPEARED TO SE A vm 
EGOTISTICAL PERSON. 

19. SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST COMMENTS: ANALYSIS 

, . ~ ..., 

II. TEAM CHIEF COI1MENTS: 
- A. MR. PANG WAS CLEARLY HOSTILE TOVARD THE mSEHCE 
OF AMER I CAN TEAll HEMBERS. AS A TRUSTED, FORMER 
VIETHAnESE MILITARY LEADER, MR. PANG MAY BE EXPRESSING 
THE DES I RES OF THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNHENT \/HEN HE 
MENTIONED THE NECESSITY FOR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TO PAY 
VAR REPARATIONS TO VIETNAM. IT IS BELIEVABLE THAT HE 
PROBABL Y WOULD NOT HAVE ASSISTED THE JOINT TEAM NAD THE 
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT NOT REQUESTED HIS PARTICIPATION. 
- B. l1l.PANC HAS ~'RECKAGE AND IHFORMAIIOH CONCERNING 

SEVERAL c~~umsl§1.R...H1L~l!~LILI~,tQS,~LBLL . .J-
THAT HE IS IN THE BUSINESS OF LOCATING. SCAVENGING, AND 
SElliN(; AiRcRAFT WRECKAGE.-- - --" ...... --- ",_._-

::-- c. TiifTOcATIO/i-Or-THIS AIRCRAFT, ALONG VITH THE 
\illNESSES' TESTIMONY THAT THE AIRCRAFT WAS A SMALL 
HEliCOPTER, INDICATE THAT THE SITE VISITED WAS rHE 
CORRECT SITE FOK THIS CASE. 
- D. IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT SOME AMOUNT OF HUMAN 
REMAINS WILL BE rOUND IF THIS SITE IS EXCAVATED. MR. 
BUONG CLAIMS TO HAVE FOUND REMAINS AND BURIED THEil AT 
THE sm. THE ONE PROBlEM, HO\lEVER, IS THAT MR. BUONG 
CLAIMS TO HAVE REEXCAVATED THE SITE IN 1991 \/HEN HE 
DISCOVERED NO REMA I MS. IT APPE ARS THAT EITHER THE 
REMAINS HAVE SEVERL Y D£T£RIORATEO OR MR. BUONG HAS 
FORGOTTEN THE EXACT LOCATION \/HERE HE INITIAllY INTERRED 

THE REMA INS. 
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***THIS IS·A S PART MSG COLLATED BY MDU*** 
UNCLAS, //NOSOOO// 

, ' ' 

, .' 
'. 

.. •• 1. 

\; . 

SUBJ:' ~.DETAILED SEARCH AND RECOVERY. REPORT OF CASE 1701// 

REF/A/MSG/CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK •. TH/280147ZMAY94/ / 
• ' ~",.1 II: . ,i, , , '. .J'! 

A. CASE 1701: " FROM 7 TO ,1S MAY 94, RECOVERY ELEMENT -c 

FIVE (RES) CONDUCTED A.JOINT EXCAVATION OF A CRASH SITE 
NEAR HUNG VAN VILLAGE,' A-'LUQI DISTRICT I ·THUA THIEN-HUE 
PROVINCE. THIS' CASE INVOLVES THE 10 FEB 71 LOSS OF THE " 
PILOT AND OBSERVER IN AN,OH-6A HELICOPTER.' THE CRASH 
SITE IS LOCATED AT GRI:D COORDINATE ~48QYD2S80.;207386. THE 
GRID .COORDINATE WAS VERIFIED ·USINGTHETRIMBLE TRIMPACK 
RECEIVER.FOR .THE GLOBAL POSITIONING' SYSTEM (GPS) , 
TRACKING FIVE SATELLITES. ,THE PROJECT AREA -IS LOCATED' 
ON:A :BROAD GENTLY INCLINING. HILL .. NEAR; THE"A-SHAU, VALLEY 
WITH'A~TOTAL SITE AREA MEASURING .22 X ·.20 METERS. . . " , .. ,' , 

AREAS,::WITHiA HIGH DENSIT.Y .oF."I~.CIDENT,RELATED MATERIAL .', 

~~~~ ·:~.i~~~~5C~ti: ·:~~i~~~~~~i~E si~~i~~I~~I~S, " ._" ':'~"::;' 
CONDITIONS~~.RES RECOVJ;!:RED 'HUMAN REMAINS CONSISTING OF, '('.'" 
THREE ;TEETH(ONE WITH '-RESTORATIONS TWO WITH NO APPARENT, 
RESTORATIONS)AND.ONE·POSSIBLE' HUMAN TOOTH ROOT. 
MATERIAL EVIDENCE RECOVERED.:)NCLUDESP.IECES:Of FLIGHT: 
SUIT-AND ,GLOVE AND 'PORTIONS 'OF; TWO" HELICOPTER :F_LIG~T . 

r ., 
, -, 

.- • i . ~ J ".1. 

.' I 
.~ ... - . ., ~ 

':. 1 
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, , '.~ ", ~ L.. t , 

'.' " r: 
071220Z JUN 94 
CDR JTF-FA HON 

U. UNC LAS S I F. I ED U. 



HELMETS. MATERIAL EVIDENCE RECOVERED INDICATES THAT 
BOTH INDIVIDUALS WERE IN.THE AIRCRAFT AT THE TIME OF 
IMPACT. ALL REMAINS ARE IN THE POSSESSION OF THE 
VNOSMP AND \ SHOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR-THE JOINT FORENSIC 
REVIEW;' ~HE'SITE ,WAS CLOSED BY"THE. CILHI"TE;AM LEADER 
AND. ARCHAEOLOGIST ON 15 MAY 94 ;~', ;"; '. .' 
B. ,:.':UNITED. STATES TEAM MEMBERS: .... ,' .. '.'.. . Cu ' ~.' . 

,CPT:'. I t~i:-:;!: '. TEAM LEADER ! ............... ; , .... ' ;;.~ '.; ,', 
:DR.·: .r.t.t," .' rARCHAEOLOGIST·.[,). " .. ~T, 1 L": 
SSG' ,ij.J~T(';:·n'. TEAM.NCOIC ' "'r ...• : ...... ~ •.. , .. ,-, .•.. 

· .;I r::-- ~. • .• l ~: .. t. .. . , .... I • ".', '.: i) '''j~' • 

··.SFC·'~. ~~:~i{!.r.:::! ~ ~.: FIEL.D~ MEDIC~~ J ~E~HNICIAN : .' - : .. ~ .. ~ I ~/ I 

MSGT ___ f?,Lc, , .. LIFE~SUPPORT, WRECKAGE ANALYST 
· SSG ~:/.· ;.EXPLOSIVE .. ORDNANCE ,.TECHNICIAN .\.,' , 'c' A. 

CTI2·· ___ ::J': LINGUIST/ANALYST.,' ': . ." .. 
SPC Cr- •. : ',-LINGUIST/ANALYST .:.': '.: ,.: 
SPC ,J,)"" .. , , MORTUARY AFFAIR'SSPECIAL'IST' 

'. PFC. r. '.... MORTUARY AFFAIRH· SPECIALIST . ~ 
PFC is [ ~r·:,.\ .MORTUARY. AFFAIRS,.SPECIALIST." 
SPC~;:J '.'~ , :;-.' PHOTOGRAPHER - _ 
B.' SOCIALIST REPUBLIC, OF VIETNAM ,TEAM MEMBERS: 

· LE' KY . ' .~ , . 'VNOSMP TEAM LEADER ... .. 
NGUYEN THANH HA. . VNOSMPASSISTANT TEAM LEADER 
DUONG VAN HAO" . 'VNOSMP TEAM MEMBER 
HA VAN TRAN ;.' . ·.VNOSMP·.TEAM MEMBER 
PHAN THANH NHA VNOSMP TEAM MEMBER 

"C. THUA THIEN-HUE PROVINCE TASK .. TEAM: 
NGUYEN VAN HUNG 
NGUYEN' XUAN BINH 
NGUYEN XUAN~HIEN 
TRAN . VAN DU :: 
TRAN VAN THANH 
NGUYEN VAN .THANG 

·D. "A LUOlfDISTRICT TASK TEAM: 
;NGUYEN VAN MINH 
rLE~VAN\ VO '(', '~>. : 
~LE HOA',BINH;, 
'. TRUONG: QUANG;. EM ,: 

'. ! 

; E. J'HONG:!V~,:.yILLAGE REPRESENTATIVES: 
; QUYNH LIA, '.'{'''",'' .;. . , t·," . 

, ,i . f' <" ... I. I \ \ ~ . 

. HO i,vAN VUI:)·il .. :~ ;'.!;',' . :.:' , .... ~' ..... ..-;...,. , 

" HOr,vAN TRAN tiC;J'::,-;. .' .".: ,:.; Ii ~ ,.'. " 
'12:','j BACKGROUND: .,. , ." .... "j" " r',',' .... ,., "",' 

.' ,j.' 

· " '.- .. ' . .,j \ '1..( I • . I. f 
A. ON 10 FEB 71 THE PILOT AND OBSERVER OF THIS OH-6A 

, HELICOPTERr~(#?6,-17?65): WERE ON A VISUAL RECONNAISSANCE 
MISSION. THE ,AIRCRAFT WAS HIT BY HEAVY MACHINE GUN 

,',,' ,', ,'.', ,...' , •• ,. "r .'(.,J • •• ,,;,U· 0" ~>., .', ,'.'. " . \ .. j"'," .... t ".. \ 
"' r J:.~~~ .. \ .. \'~,\),.,)) ... 
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FIRE IN THE PILOT'S COMPARTMENT AND IN THE FUEL' 
SECTION. THE HELICOPTER BURST INTO FLAMES, FELL 
VERT~CALLY, AND EXPLODED ON IMPACT. ENEMY MACHINE, GUN 
FIRE AND DETERIORATING WEATHER PREVENTED A SEARCH FOR " ,{::.::' :""',' 

, , SURVIV9RS. ALL 9REWS ,WHO MADE AERIAL SEARCHES SHORTL'y",:' 
THEREA~TER <STATED 'l'HAT NO, BODIES APPEARED "TO ~HAVE :.BEEN . ,~ . 

~ .., • ~ . '. .. ; . ,,' .1 .. " ' ..... J , .. J.'.!: ". i/o 

THROWN; FROM . .THE ~AI~<;RAFT"'+,r", ", ,'; lip ,.ti~; .•. ivti: . "':";:i' :' ," 
, B. :;'; 'j DURING THE 17TH JFA IN APR 92 ,'AN 'INVESTIGATIVE , ,",':," , 

ELEMENT; (lE",TEAM)'~ INTERVIEWED THREE :WITNESSES'I./WHO LED" 
THE ';TEAM' TO ,A LOCATION APPROXIMATELY 800 METERS "FROM ' ,';' 
THE RECORDED LOCATION OF THE CRASH SITE. ' THE IE TEAM 
DUG A TEST;-PIT,.,AT ,.THAT, LOCATION, . BUT FOUND NO EVIDENCE 
OF ,THE REMAINS~SUPPOSEriLY·BUR'IED "BY A WITNESS. 'NO>; 
PERSONAL EFFECTS WERE,FOUND, BUT A SECOND ,WITNESS 
TURNED OVER TWO IDENTIFICATION,TAGS CORRELATING TO,THIS 
CASE.,' THE ,WRECKAGE AT, f'HE ,NEARBY, SITE, CORRELATED"TO , 
THIS CASE. "THE LOCATION, CORRELATED WITH THE. LAST KNOWN' 
LOCATION. "THE SITE WAS RECOMMENDED' FOR- EXCAVATION. 
3.,' PROJECT'LOCATION: 
A. HONG VAN VILLAGE ", 
A LUOI DISTRICT, , 
THUA THIEN-HUE PROVINCE 
SOCIALIST'REPUBLIC OF ,-VIETNAM , 

I, 

B., . A MILITARY GRID REFERENCE SYSTEM GRID COORDINATE 
WAS OBTAINED FOR NUMEROUS, LOCATIONS AS PART OF THE 
MAPPING OF THE' SITE AND IMMEDIATE' VICINITY •. MAP 
EDITION:, 3-TPC (29 ETB) i SERIES L7014i SHEET 6441IV,' A"" 
LUOI, VIETNAM AND ,LAOS; SCALE 1:50,000; DATA .TO i970. c 

EACH GRID COORDINATE WAS VERIFIED USING THE TRIMBLE 
TRIMPACK RECEIVER FOR THE ,GLOBAL POSITIONING SYSTEM, 
TRACKING' FOUR OR FIVE, SATELLITES. ' . 
1) .... , LZ: .'48QYD2575907483 ':':' , ,", (',: 
2). DATUM POINT IN NORTHEAST CORNER .(SO/WO) ,: 
48'QYD2579607395 ;. I.,~ ..... ," :', ;:" ( " 

3L.' ,,~WEST'CORNER .(SO/W22)':, 48QYD2579907421: :', .. ': 
4). 'SOUTH CORNER (S20/WO) ': 48QYD2579607455 ' , , 
5)." SOUTHWEST CORNER (S20/W22): 48QYD2578307'422 
'6) .':BOMB 'CRATER, BOTTOM: 48QYD2580207386 ;'" ' ' .,.:, 

, , .. ' ,. , , ') , ,." - . . 
7).·"LBASE CAMP: !,48QYD258140741,8 j I"\1 :": '~"l "If\}'" 

,4.>.;DESCRIPTION, OF PROJECT AREA:;:~iE': ," )" 1 ,',,: ,;:1.::~ .:'", 
A.'" GENERAL: , THE PROJECT AREA;IS IN THE;NORTHERN',C,_f' • 
PORTION OF."THE· CENTRAL HIGHLANDS OF : VIETNAM ", THE·· ~.,: 
DISTANCE BETWEEN ',THE EASTERN COAST, AND, THIS 'MOUNTAINOPS 
BORDER WITH LAOS IS ONLY BETWEEN 50 TO 60 KILOMETERS, -" 
IN THAT DISTANCE. IS ,A HIGH MOUNTAINRANGE'·POSITIONED,:'.'-

t' ;. 

1 ,! . " 
,',". I' . 

, . , 

... 
.. ]: ~ - {~~.\!' . 
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NORTHWEST TO SOUTHEAS~" (THE . NORTHE~' ;RUON~ SON RANGE (; 
PARALLEL DEEP VALLEYS BETWEEN THE SLOPES, A ZONE OF 

'ALLUVIAL PLAINS AND HILLS, .AND THE LOW-LYING COASTAL 
FLOOD-PLAIN. THE SLOPES OF THE TRUNG SON NEAR THE 

; PROJECT, AREA '.' THAT' FACE TOWARDS LAOS· ARE BROAD AND HAVE 
.'A GRADUAL· DECLINE .- THE SLOPES'~ FACING EAST DROP ;:.' 
r PRECIPITOUSLYj.;;,WITH A PARALLEL ALIGNED VALLEY AT. THEIR 

. 1 BASE .)i' THE: PROJECT AREA IS' ON A GRADUAL SLOPE FACING . 
.' ::TOWARDS, THE NORTHWES'I>;"::THE SLOPE INCLINES, FOR:'ABOUT 
. ·,500' METERS :TO'.,THE PRIMARY DRAINAGE' tN' THE AREA. '. THIS 
: ".'DRAINAGE FLOWS' WE'ST,,:INTo':THE RAO LAO (A' SAP) RIVER. 

,::~ .. - . , THAT; RIVER' I S~, IN THE CENTER. OF.' A LARGE. UPLAND·"vALLEY . 
:THIS VALLEY,:.1:4'5 KILOMETERS ,LoNG ~ ,~:)NE TO TWO'; 
KILOMETERS I WIDE, HAS, A DEEP ALLUVIAL PLAIN AND 

. CONTINUAL WATER SUPPLY. IT IS A GOOD. AREA FOR WET 
RICE, IRRIGATION AGRICULTURE, AND SEVERAL CASH CROPS. 

:IT CAN'SUPPORT,-SEVERAL MODERATE .. SIZED,COMMUNITIES OF 
ETHNIC MINORITIES AND VIETNAMESE. THE SHORT DISTANCE 
BETWEEN THIS VALLEY AND THE ANCIENT CITY OF HUE IS A 

. LONG CIRCUI,TOUS'TRfp OVER WINDING ROADS. ',THIS I" 

RELATIVELY'ISOLATED VALLEY IS CALLED THE A SHAU,' AN 
AREA OF INTENS~VE MILITARY ACTIVITY DURING THE AMERICAN 

; WAR ,IN . VI ETNAM~' . 
! B.' GEOMORPHOLOGY:. 
1)'. GEOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT: THE TECTONIC MOVEMENTS OF 

.THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN CRUSTAL PLATE DURING THE MESOZOIC 
ERA RESULTED IN THE ERUPTION (OROGENY) OF THE TRUONG 
SON RANGE OF MOUNTAINS. ONGOING TECTONIC EFFECTS 

,INCLUDE THE~REAPPEARANCE OF LARGE TECTONIC RUPTURES, 
THE. RAISING OF. THE MANY OF THE MOUNTAINS AND PASSES IN 
VIETNAM (I.E.,·HAI VAN PASS, JUST OUTSIDE OF DANANG), 
DEPRESSIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE UPLIFTING (SUCH AS THE 

'VALLEY THROUGH WHICH THE NEARBY.STREAM FLOWS TOWARDS . 
(THE A SHAU)"j;:AND THE;.EXTENSIVELLAVA BASALT FLOWS OF THE 
cEASTERN'NAM;BO (WEST AND NORTH OF HO.CHI MINH'CITY), 
rTHE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS, QUANG TRI," NGHE TINH, AND OTHER 
(AREAS DURING THE'EARLY~CENOZOIC (RECENT) ERA. THESE 

, ~ GEOLOG I CAL· CHANGES· ARE: COUNTERACTED BY A': PROCESS: OF . 
~EROSION AND' COVERING OF THE LAVA FLOWS 'WITH ALLUVIAL" 
'SEDIMENTS ALONG THE EASTERN COAST, OUT'TO THE'EDGE OF 
r,THE,l CONTINENTAL' SHELF. THESE· PROCESSES OF EROSION AND 
l:SED IMENTAT IO:i:,( ARE ACCELERATED BY THE·TROPlCAL,.· " . 

, :.,CONDITIONS OFr.COASTAL:.VIETNAM , ·PARTICuLARLY'HIGH
clr

• 

'.; iTEMPERATURE~wfTH' HIGH~HUMIDITY I' AND r THE· LONG. MONSOON,. 
\.: , .. '\,1 ... , .. I ... , , • ~.'. "'. ',.) '_,.,.' \ '.I.~ j: ,I" '_'. 1. -' ,,~.'. H'" """"';!~ 

. ,-SEASONS:.')· .'ff'· ... '· (·u·r;,.I') :"1"'\ ,."')'1"':" "l;::'·,'/"'·I.rt' 'yr.'V}."'·:.'r;·...,· ''''J,''(r "I"T • ,"''' ...... ",[) ~ .~. "A .. '... •• 11..1 )i ..• ) j / ('L • .., ... \' ~:w<r; (".I!,J,,~' "l.._ J\. 

t.,,-·:-, ... ~~: r<~1EI!IOIr'..r\1,1.~~\.·~ !(r~:t. ·.!·1"J~t. .. · !.~!)i·~l\,~~t.~.~~.t~D \: '~~E·':.t::·~L:!! ~~:.~t~'!": 
,\7:7,4423/159 "J; l~.. ;;:, h t '0[:4: D O~. 10.;. '.J: -,: ::,i': ~.;:.!.r . ' .•.. ' .. ~ ,:' "':':~l 
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2). THE NORTHERN TRUONG SON RANGE:' 'THE RANGE THAT 
INCLUDES THE A SHAU VALLEY COMPRISES THE WESTERN 

"'1"'1;< : - , 

, FRONTIERc:WITH LAOS IN,THE NARROW CENTRAL AREA OF"~"" q:,:,1~ 
, "VIETNAM. IT RUNS FROM THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE ,CA RIVER ,,'.,:,' ?:, :':':':.;, '~{IJ1'o-.ri, 
:'"r~~::~VINH:,(1:IA TINH,PROVI~CEt,,--:4'1;r~ rHE, HAl ;:VAN : PASS .... ;"ON ,,,/ " ." . :', :,),' 
" ;rHE"lWES.TE~ (S!DE ,THE :SLOpES, ,FACE:; TOWARDS ~THE (MEKONG ""'~J., "', " 

, RIVER:-lVALLEY .,;,;:THE rEASTERN,~.FLANK'~F~LS';ABRUPTLY' TO "THE ' 
COASTAL PLAINS. ,THE MOUNTAIN RANGE~RUNS,CONTlNUOUSLY, 
VARYING '~IN "ELEVATION~'FROM' '500,:METERSIN'THE VALLEYS. ,TO 
JuST; OVER ,i 7 0 0 METERS NEAR, THE PROJECT AREA ~" 'THE .,' . , 
HIGHER' SLOPES RECEIVE" 'A, ,VERY ,HIGH RAINFALL,', WITH. ' , 
SUBSTANTIAL ,RUNOFF ' INTO" THE "DEEP' VALLEYS: "ALL MOUNTAr"N 

'AREAS EXCEPT', FOR THE HUMAN-MODIFIED MOUNTAIN VALLEYS .,', 
WOULD·HAVE A.(NATURAL RAIN FOREST ,ECOSYSTEM. ~ THE,' :: 
PROJECT AREA ,;IS ON A BROAD, GENTLY INCLINED HILL, WITH 
TALLELEPHAt;rT"GRASS~NEAR"THE TOP, ,CHANGING TO MIXED 
'BAMBOO, DOUBLE CANOPY ,FOREST TOWARDS THE STREAM. THE, 
ELEPHANT GRASS THAT SURROUNDS THE ,PROJECT ,AREA IS' ,':, 
IMPENETRABLE TO WALKING 'I:~" . 
3). 'REGIONAL BORDERS: ; THERE ',ARE ,TWO AREAS .wHERE, THE 
MOUNTAINS IN THIS NARROW AREA OF.VIETNAM COME CLOSE TO" 
THE SEA. BY ,BEING BARRIERS To" HUMAN TRAVEL THESE MID-
LEVEL MOUNTAIN CLUSTERS MARK OFF,·THE'REGION THAT 
INCLUDES THE PROJECT AREA., ,THE HOANH, SON, RANGE 
(GEOLOGICALLY" A BRANCH OF THE "TRUONG SON) POINTS TO 

THE SEA AT A MAXIMUM HEIGHT. OF 1,044 METERS. "THIS . 
GENERALLY DEFORESTED,AREA CONSTITUTES A MAJOR BARRIER i, 

BETWEEN THE PLAINS OF SOUTHERN NGHE T INH AND NORTHERN " 
QUANG ,:BINH;PROVINCES. THE OTHER,AREA OF MOUNTAINS 
,CLOSE.TO'THESEAISJUST~OUTSIDE'OFTHE PORT OFDANANG. 
THESE MOUNTAINS, RANGING 500 TO NEARLY 1000"METERS 
ABOVE SEA' LEVEL, ARE A' GEOLOGICAL EXTENSION:~'OF THE' 
MOUNTAINS."ALONGTHE,LAO BORDER. t THEY ,ESSENTIALLY BLOCK 
OFF, DANANG :TOWARDS THE .. NORTH, AND WEST.' ACCESS" TO ' 

, DANANG,FROM;HUE, ,AN AERIAL DISTANCE OF ,ABOUT ·EIGHTY I "r. 
KILOMETERS {50 MILES) I ,IS BY A HIGHWAY" THAT WINDS " 
THROUGH.AND .. OVERSEVERALMOUNTAIN;PASSE8.BEFORE 
DROPPING:RAPIDLY DOWNSLOPE TO REACH THE CITY. THE 
MOUNTAINS' ;,rHAT,'INCLUDE,THE';·PROJECT AREA ARE CONTINUOUS 
WITH ~THOSE .,THAT BLOCK OFF; .. DANANG. ~/THERE' IS,:,NO ROAD 
BETWEEN THEA SHAU VALLEY;AND· THE· PORT :CITy·

4

0F ,DANANG; , 
.~ • ,1 , . • • 

C.' \., SOIL"CONDITIONS: ,:, LOCAL ,,:RESIDENTS HAD CONFIRMED THAT 
THE .:PROJECT ;AREA HAD 'BEENBURNED OVER ,NUMEROUS, TIMES' , ;J 
SINCE THE ,INCIDENT • THE ;TALL ELEPHANT GRASS ON THE ,.' 
HILL, WAS A, RECENT GROWTH:f :THE UPPER :LEVEL zOF: .. SOIL WAS r . " . ., . ." , . :. , 

, ~ :~-, ~ . 
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CONSISTENT WITH PERIODIC BUruUNG. THE ORANGE-BROWN":::: 
CLAY THAT PREDOMINATED WAS MIXED WITH A HIGH DENSITY OF 
CHARCOAL. SOIL BUILDUP HAD.: BEEN EXTENSIVE ON THE 
GENTLE TO MODERATE SLOPE. AFTER A THIN (5 TO 10 
CENTIMETER) · .. LAYER OF GRAYISH· TOP SOIL" THERE: WAS, A DEEP 

'-. l, I. • 

LAYER OF'THE:GENERALLY SOFT CLAY. ITS COLOR WHEN:· 
MODERATELY MOIST IS CONSIDERED A YELLOWISH RED, .5YR. 5/8 
ON A' MUNSELL: SOIL- COLOR CHART. .. ." . ..1' 

D~"', THE EXCAVATION WASt CONDUCTED DURING ,:!,HEEARLY>:P~T 
.OF.'THE SUMMER~MONSOON SEASON "j. IT ~INED EVERY ;:\~':,,) . 
AFTERNOON DURING::T~IS.:PROJECT. ,t/';'. ,.,,: ·-:~i.::d:'·",)(;,_ 
5.· : FIEL,P, METHODS: . : ..... "!.: " .':"\' '", .: ," '. r . d.!':,.:.' .~. 
A.!:,"~:SCOPE OFI~WORK: FIELD WORK WAS; CONDUCTED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH' A SCOPE; OF. WORK (SOW) DEVELOPED BY THE 
PROJECT ARCHAEOLOGIST. THAT SOW WAS BASED ON A REVIEW 
OF THE CILHI-SURVEY'REPORT OF THE SITE, AN'ONGROUND 
INSPECTION_AT:~THE BEGINNING; OF FIELD· WORK, AND ~. '('.~" 
INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM AVAILABLE WITNESSES. 
B. '. CLEARING'Ol" PROJECT( AREA: THE LINE OF SIGHT IN ALL 

'DIRECTIONSWAS-. OBSCURED· BY VERY TALL ELEPHANT GRASS. 
RISING SLIGHTLY HIGHER THAN THE GRASS WERE SMALL 
CLUSTERS OF BAN)\NA PLANTS •.. WITNESSES IN 1992 HAD TAKEN 
THE INVESTIGATIVE ELEMENT TO SOME PIECES OF WRECKAGE. 

. .' , 

MEMBERS OF THE EXCAVATION TEAM AND LOCAL WORKERS BEGAN 
CHOPPING THE TALL GRASS EVENTUALLy'EXPOSING.ALARGE. 
BOMB CRATER, ':A TEST PIT HOLE LEFT BY THE. IE, AND A . 
SMALLER CRATER. ,! ONCE A LARGE AREA HAD BEEN CLEARED I 
THEN THE· DETAILED CLEARING BEGAN .. THIS INVOLVED THE 
CUTTING DOWN OF MOST OF THE BANANA' PLANTS AND RAKING 
THE PROJECT AREA .. AS THE RAKING PROCEEDED ANYSIGNS'OF 
THE INCIDENT WERE MARKED WITH RED PIN FLAGS. THE 
ENTIRE CLEARED AREA WAS THEN WALKED OVER IN A SEARCH 
FOR SURFACE:; EVIDENCE OF THE CRASH. THE ACTUAL SIZE OF 
THE SITE WAS: DETERMINED FROM THE' DISPERSAL 'OF CRASH" 
RELATED MATERIAL •.. ';, .,' I' ' .... ,;.,. 'I r:, 

C~ ,METAL DETECTOR SURVEY: THE PRESENCE 'OF A LARGE 
BOMB CRATER: IN CLOSE ·PROXIMITY TO SUBSTANTIAL, PIECES OF 
METAL WARRANTED A METAL DETECTOR SEARCH FOR UNEXPLODED 
ORDNANCE. r THE .ENTIRE PROJECT AREA WAS SYSTEMATICALLY' 
SWEPT WITH THE'" DETECTOR BY THE . EOD TECHNICIAN. 
D"'i.'SETUP. OF(~CHAEOL9GICAL'GRID: .' ,'THE ARCHAEOLOGI~ 
GRID. WAS. SET(ijIN PLACE; USING, A COMPASS, METRIC. TAPES I ~ • 

AND THE TRIMBLE ~ TRIMPACK RECEIVER:'FOR _.THE "GPS:':' THE. :::; 
. . .. • '" \,. •• C • I \ 

DATUM. SELECTED· WAS·· IN·> THE. SOUTHWEST. CORNER; OF. . THE < r, 
.. ~~,. ,l.' I".·, '~'l ~ .',.t.. .. ,' 

PROJECT. AREA" ·THE. HIGHEST, CORNER OF:,.THE SITE. r·,RECOR;DED 
• " .. .' "" '" "';'-.J : • \_~.... ,... .....~M .1., '. l. • •• l.~ J)\' l,'.' ,~,:" 

, :. ·.:'t· rJ.'l'SnW~ ·b.:irw(.~.::·· ·;,('.r .... ~r '31L;:' '.', ·~ir:::; cv ,oI:\,~Z<;" 
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WITH THE GPS WERE THE GEOGRAPHICAL 'POSITIONS OF THE i .' . 

DATUM AND THE THREE OTHER CORNERS, THE HELICOPTER LZ 
AND.THEBASE CAMP. THE MERIDIAN LINE WENT 148 DEGREES 

U 

, ' 
. ..! ,~ 

MAGNETIC FOR 20 METERS (SOUTH COORDINATE). THE BASE' .. -. ~J,.}:,(i;.,: . . "';- . ~', 

LINE. WAS. PLACEP AT.238 .DEGREES MAGNETIC FOR 22 METERS .. ' ::J~'J' 
THE. 'ENTI RE! , \ PROJECT : AREA WAS ENCLOSED WITHIN A MARKED, ' 
GRID, NOT,.ADJUSTED, FOR ELEVATION .ON .. THIS.MODERATE 
SLOPE' .. ~'.' ~:i:'.' .. ' ',.. ..... . . ,.,.',',,' . ,t. ',~., '.' 'F .• '.'-

E.;~"SYSTEMATICEXCAVATION::;,~rHE GRID WAS FURTHER 
DIVIDED . INTO A SERIES OF SIX BY TWO METER OR FOUR BY 
TWO METER DATA CONTROL UNITS, ,BEGINNING AT THE TOP 
POINT OF, THE SITE .. THE LARGE CRATER WAS PLACED' WITHIN 
THIS SYSTEM ONLY IN'ITSLOWER'PORTIONS. THESE STRIPS 
WENT FROM SO ,TO ,S6, S6 TO 'S12, 'AND '812 .TO S18. 818 TO 
S22 WAS'A SET OF FOUR METER LONG STRIPS. THESE UNITS 

.wERE FIRST SURFACE ,INSPECTED, THEN,SURVEYED WITH THE 
METAL DETECTOR. IT WAS DETERMINED' .THAT 'THE HIGHEST . 
DISTRIBUTION OF CRASH RELATED ITEMS BEGAN AT THE.SIX'BY 
TWO NEAR THE .CENTER OF THE SITE, AN AREA WHERE THE 
LARGEST ,PIECES OF METAL WERE CONCENTRATED., THE 
SYSTEMATIC EXCAVATION WOULD BEGIN AT THAT AREA AND BE 
EXPANDED TO ALL SIDES OF THE CENTER, WITH AN EMPHASIS 
ON THE UNITS ADJACENT TO AND UPSLOPE FROM THE CENTER. 
PORTIONS OF .THE CRATER WERE EXCAVATED AT THE UPPER RIM, 
A THREE BY TWO IN THE FLOOR, AND A SERIES OF TWO BY 
ONES JUST UP FROM THE BOTTOM .ALONG THREE SIDES (SOUT~, 
EAST AND WEST FACING) . ALL 'sURFACE SOIL AND AN 
ADDITIONAL 10 TO 30 CENTIMETERS OF.ORANGE CLAY WERE 
REMOVED FROM EACH STRIP' AND TAKEN TO SCREENS; A 
FURTHER·LAYER OF SOIL, IF CULTURALLY STERILE, WAS 
REMOVED AND TOSSED ASIDE .. EACH STRIP WAS EXCAVATED 
INTO EITHER ONE FLAT PLATFORM OR TWO·STEPS. THIS WAS 
DONE TO MAINTAIN PROVENANCE CONTROL ON ,THE ORIGINALLY 
SLOPED SURFACE.: .. THE EXCAVATION CONTINUED UNTIL .THE " 
RESULTS FROM SCREENING IN UNITS DOWN AND UP ,SLOPE " 
YIELDED 'FEW IF ANY ITEMS FROM THE . INCIDENT.' THE FINAL' 
RESULT WAS, A SERIES OF PLATFORMS .. AND"STEPS ,EXCAVATED ON ' 
ALL FOUR SIDES OF ,THE ~CENTER OF. THE SITE~'<ALLUNITS " . 
WERE EXCAVATED THAT WERE ,CONSIDEREI?, :SENSITlVE FOR, THE' ," 
PRESENCE OF··REMAINS OR SIGNIFICANT.' .INCIDENT, ASSOCIATED 
ITEMS .';l'COMPLETELY EXCAVATED WERE;i2",SIXBY TWOS, ,ONE", .. , 
SIX BY,:ONE, ·TWO THREE BY TWOS, ONE FOUR BY TwO;'AND:'''':-' 
EIGHTEEN:SQUARE.METERS 'OF'THE CRATER. 
F,:' FINAL PROJECT AREA INSPECTION : ANY ,SPILLED ,DIRT 
WAS.REMOVED 'FROMTHE GRID. EXCAVATED GRID UNITS 'WERE , 

, ...... 

tood _-·,i;: 
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SWEPT 'WITH' BROOMS. ~ ';'THEGRID' wAs CHECKED: FOR'ACCT.TRACY·:;· 
WALLS AND FLOORS WERE EXAMINED BY THE ARCHAEOLOGIST TO 

;; INSURE THAT STERILE CONDITIONS HAD BEEN REACHED. THE 
'LARGER PIECES OF WRECKAGE WERE PUT BACK IN THEIR 

"APPROXIMATE ORIGINAL POSITIONS ON. THE EXCAVATED FLOOR 
· OF THE SITE •... FINAL PHOTOGRAPHS. WERE TAKEN' OF THE : ' 
-, COMPLETED PROJECT ) • .REA.~·: ',::" '"',,,' ., -: , 

, :,;.6. ii ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS":, .-.~: , '.,' , ' ,. ,_ 
, .•. ,,.... .... . t \ . I 

"A.,., HUMAN; REMAINS WERE' FOUND" ALL TEETH-.' A PRELIMINARY 
. ;'):XAMINATIOtf,~~INDIC:A.~ES~THAT REPRESENTED' ARE : ONE _;~ ,';: . 
'. "lUNRESTORED ,MOLAR," ONE LOWER: LATERAL INCISOR,' AND- ONE' 

;'MOLAR WITH~"MULTtPLE~ RESTORATIONS:: ALSO FOUND WAS.' WHAT 
. t. of ~" -i ~~. ' # • I 

:::IS POSSIBI:Y ~THE.SINGLE ROOT ~F- A HUMAN TOOTH.',.:',. I ,I,' 

· B. NO PERSONAL' EFFECTS WERE FOUND. ' ... \ ,J
4

., <'" 
C. 'ALL REMAINS, WERE FOUND; UPSLOPE FROM THE CENTER OF 
DISTRIBUTION' OF 'WRECKAGE. 'ALL OF THE TEETH'WERE FOUND 
IN SCREENS 'FROM "DIRT 10 TO 30' CENTIMETERS BELOW THE 

~. , • _.. I 

SURFACE. , 
D. THE LARGE BOMB CRATER YIELDED NO'EVIDENCE OF THE 
INCIDENT., .. , -. 
7. MATERIAL EVIDENCE: 
A. AIRCRAFT'WRECKAGE OBSERVED AND PHOTOGRAPHED: 

L _ • 

,(1) SEVERAL LARGE PIECES OF FUSELAGE 
(2) PILOT/OBSERVER SEAT, ASSEMBLY 
(3) . PROTECTIVE ARMOR VEST \.., 
(4) ENGINE ,COMPONENTS", {\v~'QXIUW\ L. 
B. AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE RECOVERED: 
(1)' METAL PIECE FROM SEAT ASSEMBLY WITH: 1560-0H6-013 

:: \ ': "",~ ,', '. .. '. ", . . 

(2) PLASTIC PIECE' WITH: 369A117 I * 
(3) METAL. PIECE WITH: '68.55374 SER. FFX241 .-, d.,-/1-.4.vt ~~ 
(4) , LATCH~' ASSEMBLY' . , . . . . .' . . \ 
(5) ROUND METAL PIECE,' , 

,C. LIFE SUPPORT AND AIRCREW RELATED EQUIPMENT ITEMS: 
;,;. (1) " 2LAP:

l
BELT BUCKLES~ CONNECTED ' ",E 

(2)· 3 LAP, BELT RESTRAINT BUCKLES · ' . 
. . (3) 3 SHOULDER' HARNESS RESTRAINT BUCKLES 
';-~'(4), LARGE;PORTION .oF FLIGHT HELMET. 

, ~:, (5), SMALL PO~TION OF' FLIGHT HELMET',,'. 
.,(6) 13 PIECES 'OF DARK HELMET VISOR" 

:;' (7).: 18 ~IECES" Op·r FLIGHT' SUIT . 
; .. :~{8L,· HALF,: OF, ONE',F~IGF:lT!,GLOVE ,'" .... 
~. (9) 3 PIECES OF FLIGHT' GLOVE' ',): ,.1" ',: :,- · .• i". 

;~i. (10) :~! PIECEl) 9F,:MATE~p·:!t'j~~,~[I .. I.~~~;~D, Pl.LA~T,~,~.;)'),.,,-: 
. ~ ;,,(11) .. _,. PIECE,,(.OF.< SOCI(r;'.,\; ... ,," ' .. "-Y'/",' ··.·'· .. 1' .. 11 1.",.,..;,·,:",\ 
·J'(12)· "3 'ZIPl?E ,lpULL'TABS'" , .. ,. ........... 1 .".;" ... 1': J.'i"e\·.,~l.J . 
il~ '.;\'" t , R.~, I'~ .. l~·:.~l)~ ' .. . ".··.~/t~\·i·r ~ -'", .. ,;" ~ .. .". ,.1"':'If .. 'tu";;"· 
... .. .. )'" ..>'~.~I.J .I .... " .. J .... , ..•. ,!. ... ' .. A. ',,~_.( • .1.":"" ,:'. ~ ",\,. l.(~.t!. ~)..) t,l'llt.:lloJ .. -j 

'. :.' 
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(13) A BUTTON COMPASS 
(14) 2 'PIECES OF M-16 PLASTIC HAND GRIP 
8. LIFE SUPPORT WRECKAGE ANALYST COMMENTS: ALL 
AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE OBSERVED AND RECOVERED IS CONSISTENT' 
WITH A OH,-6A HELICOPTER. THE MAJORITY OF WRECKAGE ,HAS 
BEEN REMOVED FROM THE SITE. A SURFACE SEARCH REVEALED 
SEVERAL LARGE PIECES OF FUSELAGE,A PILOT/OBSERVER' 
SEAT,,; A HELICOPTER FLIGHT HELMET, A PROTECTIVE ARMOR 
VEST, AND ENGINE COMPONENTS. ITEMS RECOVERED INCLUDE A 
PORTION OF ANOTHER FLIGHT HELMET AND BURNED ,PIECES .OF , 
FLIGHT SUIT AND GLOVE. THE PRESENCE OF THE TWO FLIGHT 
HELMETS RECOVERED ALONG WITH AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE 
INDICATES TWO CREW MEMBERS WERE IN THE AIRCRAFT AT THE 
TIME OF IMPACT. THESE ITEMS REQUIRE FURTHER ANALYSIS. 
9. LINGUIST/ANALYST COMMENTS: THE ONE AVAILABLE 
WITNESS, MR~ QUYNH BUONG, WAS RE-INTERVIEWED WITH NO 
NEW INFORMATION PROVIDED. SEVERAL LOCAL RESIDENTS 
REPORTED THAT THE AREA OF THE INCIDENT HAS BEEN BURNED, 
TILLED AND PLANTED NUMEROUS TIMES SINCE THE YEAR 1973. 
THIS IS CONSISTENT WITH THE SMALL SPECKS OF CHARCOAL 
FOUND IN THE UPPER LAYER OF SOIL AT THE SITE., NO 
ADDITIONAL WITNESSES OR ITEMS PERTAINING TO THIS SITE 
WERE PROVIDED. DURING THE EXCAVATION OF THIS ,CASE;, 
THE TEAM RECEIVED AN IDENTIFICATION TAG PERTAINING TO 
AN 'INDIVIDUAL IN CASE 1132.' THE IDENTIFICATION MEDIA 
IS CURRENTLY IN THE POSSESSION OF A MR. KON NGA (KON 
NGAF) , KA KOU HAMLET, HONG VAN VILLAGE, A LUOI ' 
DISTRICT, THUA THIEN-HUE PROVINCE. 
10. EOD TECHNICIAN COMMENTS: A METAL DETECTOR SURVEY 
WAS'DONE OF THE ENTIRE SITE. AN EXTENSIVE NUMBER OF 
PIECES OF HELICOPTER FRAGMENTS WERE FOUND ON THE SITE. 
NUMEROUS PIECES OF BOMB WERE FOUND IN THE CRATER.' THE 
FOLLOWING POTENTIALLY LIVE ORDNANCE WAS FOUND: 5.56 
MM; 7.62MM (MAY NOT HAVE BEEN OF U.S. MANUFACTURE), 50 
CALIBER ROUNDS, AND HAND, GRENADE SPOONS. THE OVERALL 
EXPLOSIVE HAZARD AT THE SITE WAS"CONSIDERED LOW. ' 
11. FIELD MEDICAL TECHNICAL COMMENTS: 
A .. '. DURING THE COURSE OF THE' EXCAVATION TEMPERATURES 
RANGED FROM 75,DEGREES IN:THE EARLY MORNING rO DAILY 
HIGHS' IN EXCESS,OF::I00 DEGREES BY 1300 HRS; :.HIGH. 
TEMPERATURES COUPLED WITH HIGH HUMIDITY POSED POSSIBLE 
HEAT' INJURIES "TO'BOTH,TEAM-MEMBERS AND LOCAL ,WORKERS., 
HOURLY WATER REST BREAKS WERE GIVEN WITH TEN 'MINUTES ' 
ALLOTTED FOR EARLY MORNING PERIODS, INCREASING TO 
TWENTY MINUTES FOR. LATE MORNING AND AFTERNO<;m PERIODS~·. 
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CONSUMPTION OF WATER WAS: ENCOURAGED EACH REST'PERIOD 
AND DURING THE WORK HOUR. TEAM MEMBERS DRANK BOTTLED 
WATER PURCHASED IN VIETNAM AND LOCAL WORKERS DRANK 

, WATER TAKEN FROM A CLEAN NEAR-BY STREAM. 
B.,:: THE TEAM'; EXPERIENCED EARLY AFTERNOON SHOWERS, DURING 
THE'ENTIRE EXCAVATION. IN 'ADDITION THE BAS ECAMP' AREA 

. CONTAINED A LARGE· NUMBER OF LEECHES AND AND', SEVERAL 
iSNAKES WERE KILLED BY LOCAL', WORKERS DURING THE' 'CLEARING 
"- , -.. _ '. ,. ... .., " ." . '-'. '. "'.' '.. ~. _. : '., ",. l. I", . 

,OF"THE SITE.u~;t".,'; ,~ ;,' 'l:i:F:--'';' """,'f ." 

.. 'c :;F~ NO TEAM' MEMBERS SUFFERED, A . WORK RELATED," INJURY. ' -
[HOWEVER, THE;,TEAM, ARCHAEOLOGIST HAD 'TO BE EVACUATED TO 

,,·'DANANG FOR TWO: DAYS: DUE TO A HIGH FEVER, "'CHILLS, I 

HEADACHE AND,',GENERAL DISCOMFORT:, d_"" ,',"',. ,:, ";:-', ,;;.:,::-, 

, 12. ' CONCLUSIONS:" ,,' ,-',' :" ", 
"A.:"THERE IS;·LITTLE DOUBT THAT THIS IS THE SITE OF THE 
OH-6A HELICOPTER AS£)oCIATED WITH: THE' INCIDENT OF CAsE 
1701. , ,'~'" i '. 

,B. THE PIECES OF PERSONAL EQUIPMENT AND GEAR FOUND 
SUPPORTS THE CONCLUSION THAT THE OCCUPANTS OF THE 
HELICOPTER PERISHED AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT. 
C. MOST OF:.THE PIECES OF AIRCRAFT HAD' BEEN CARTED 
AWAY. THE LAC~ OF ALL BUT A FEW SCRAPS OF METAL ON THE 

. SURFACE SUGGEST,THAT THE SITE HAS BEEN EXTENSIVELY 
, PICKED OVER AND·SCAVENGED SINCE THE INCIDENT. IT IS 
ALSO HIGHLY LIKELY THAT ANY REMAINS FOUND DURING THE 
SCAVENGING OF THE SITE COULD HAVE BEEN REMOVED AND 
BURIED NEARBY AT OBSCURED LOCATIONS NOT RECOGNIZABLE TO 
ANY OF THE WITNESSES STILL ALIVE .. IT WOULD HAVE BEEN 
EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO LOCATE SUCH REMAINS AND 
ASSOCIATED,PERSONAL EFFECTS BY ANY KNOWN'SEARC}! METHOD. 
D. THE SITE WAS CLOSED BY THE TEAM LEADER, BASED ON 
THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE ARCHAEOLOGIST ON 15 MAY 
1994 . / / '." ' 
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