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JOINT ca$ “ALTY RESOLUTION CENTE(

NAS BARBERS POINT, HAWAII 96862 _
CASE 1701-0-  ~ /02

 NARRATIVE

. . - .. -— - e el tulaa s W

ON 10 FEBRUARY 1971, WARRANT OFFICER ONE' MARK J;-ngERTébN"
AND NAwE ‘WERE THE CREW ABOARD AQ‘PH:GA‘“
HELICOPTER CONDUCTING A VISUAL RECONNAISSANCE MISSION. THE
AIRCRAFT, SERIAL NUMBER 66-17765, WAS HIT BY GROUND FIRE AND N
CRASHED IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES szs7o7s, o
APPROXIMATELY 55 KILOMETERS WEST SOUTHWEST OF HUE, 15 KILOMETERS .-
NORTHWEST OF A LUOI AND THREE KILOMETERS WEST OF LAN NAM, THUA _
THIEN PROVINCE. THE CREW OF OTHER AIRCRAFT IN THE«AREA;FLEW;QYER_N*;
THE CRASH SITE AND SAW NO SIGNS OF SURVIVORS. A GROUND SEARCH o?i
THE WRECKAGE WAS NOT CONDUCTED DUE TO THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE

AREA.

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS:
NAME: NAmZ.
RANK: SERGEANT, U.S. ARMY
DATE OF BIRTH: 3 SEPTEMBER 1944
RACE: CAUCASIAN - - =
HEIGHT: 1.80 METERS -
WEIGHT: 74.2 KILOGRAMS
HAIR: BROWN ' o

EYES: BROWN

PASSED TO THE VIETNAMESE GOVERMMENT

ouanc2eMAT T recuncar meeTNG




IS

<.

NAME: ROBERTSON, MARK JOHN

RANK: WARRANT OFFICER ONE, U.S. ARMY
DATE OF BIRTH 18 AUGUST 1949

RACE: CAUCASIAN
HEIGHT: 1.75 METERS
WEIGHT: 86.0 KILOGRAMS
HAIR: BLOND

EYES: BLUE

C.
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

DETACHMENT TWO/US MIA OFFICE
DOC NGU STREET, HANOI, VIETNAM

USA

HEHORANOULNM FOR HE. vU CH] CONG. DLRECTOR. VNOSHI
SUBJECT: Reauest for Accistance-~Group 559

1. The puipose of thic memorandum i3 Lo request vour s=cistance to search for
additional information concerning incidents liszted {n the record of ajrcraft
Group 55% units shot down that might be related to Americans who are stil)
unaccounted for.

2. 4.5, anarysts in Hawall and Washington, D.U.. concluded 117 entriez in the
Sroup 55% record amight be related to 111 cases in which & total of 219
Americans are skill unaccounted for. Two of theze cases (0703, 1973) are
assigned to the Special Remalns Team. Three cases {1086, 1205, 1596) are
assigned to the Priority Case Investigation Team. For your convenience, we
have attached a liet of the 117 entriec and the acsociated caze numbers. We
request your recearchers try to find documents or witpezses that can supply
additional information concerning those entries.

J. MWe reztricted this request to entries analysts in Hawaii and Washinglon
agreed might be relatec¢ to unaccounted for Amerjycans. Ac VNOSMP and Det ?
speclalists fing additienal information and continue to ctudy the Group 5572
record, they aight discover more entries that are related to unaccounted tor
Americans.

4, We underztand your =pecialists know what Yiatnamese recoras might conlbais
the type of intormation we are seeking and where to sea:rch for cuch records .
however, we suggezt they conzider including in tiheir search khe Hinistry of
Defense central archive, the kesearch Department of the Cenergl tolitica)
Directorate, the office to which records approved for destruction wers moved
guring the 1879 border war, the General Uirectorave for Rear Servicosn, Lhe

Vietnamese [nstitute for Mititary History, the Ay Defonce Command, and She
uhite listed in the Group 559 record.
S. L wizn to reaffuirin our appreciation Tor the efforts ¢f your specializsts Lo

find tne Group 559 recoid and help analyze 1.

4. [ invite you to contact Mr. SEEEER QR o nysell o f oyou have any

Jquestions conceining this memorandum.

Lo, asnre a
se wtated LTC, UzA
commander

MEMO 00Ll8-94

S




PAGE : 0005

1688 INCIDENT, (AYRES & STRATITON) AN UNRESOLVEN CASF. CORRELATION IS
BASED ON APPROXIMATE DATE AND AIRCRAFI TYPF.))

((PAGE 41/LINE 28)) MECHANIC GROUP 1))23/224; 14:15 3 FEB 71;
INFANTRY WEAPON - 1 RF-4; -; -; -; -; 2 PILOTS FJFCTED; -.
((POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO TIHE REFNO 1698 INGIDENT, (i NPME &
GOTNER) AN UNRESOLVED CASE. THE STATUS OF ‘TUIE P1LOT IS UNRESOLVED,
THE CREWMAN IS A RELEASEE. CORRFLATION JS RASED ON INCIDENT DATE
AND AIRCRAFT TYPE.))

((PAGE AI/LINE 38)) C4 (HEROIGC COMPANY); 10:10 10 FEB 71;
12.7MM - 6 HELO'S; -; 103; -; -; ~; -. ((POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO THE
REFNO 1701 INCIDENT, (—& ROBER]%ON) AN TINRF.SOLVED CASE, BASED
ON INCIDENT DATE AND AIRCRAFT TYFE.))

((PAGE 42/LINE 49)) ~D75 ENGINEERING; 17:35 27 FEB 71; 12.7MM
- 1 HELO; -3 -; -; -3 -3 -. ((POSSIBLY CORRELATFS T0 TIIE REFNO 1711
INCIDENT, (MOONEY & BABCOCK) AN UNRESOTVED CASE. RASED ON INCIDENT
DATE AND AIRCRAFT TYPE.)) '

((PAGE 447/LINE 38)) C12 D44; 10:12 13 MAR 71; 37MM - 1 A7; 2;

; =; -; -3 PILOT WAS CAPTURED AND DIED AFIFER THAT; -. ((PROBABLY
CORRELATES TO THE REFNO 1724 INCIDENT, (CREED) AN UNRESOLVED CASE, ~~
BASED ON INCIDENT DATE AND AIRCRAFT-TYPE.))-

((PAGE &44/LINE 47)) C7/E230; 00:25 16 MAR 71:; 57MM - 1 C2; z;
-; -; -; PILOT WAS CAPTURED AND DIED AFTER fPAT; -. ((POSSIBLY ¢ - .
CORRELATES TO THF. REFNO 1726 INCIDENT, (SCRIVEMER 5 [AME ) AN
UNRESOLVED CASE, BASED ON INCIDENT DATE. AND ATRCRAFT TYPE.))
((PAGE 4S/LINE 23)) CI1 D443 08:15 24 MAR 71: 37MM - 1 OV10;

//

J#isersr BEGINNING OF SECTION 003 seririir/

RMKS/ _

1; -3 -3 -3 ~-; CAPTURED 1 U.S. PILOT; -. ((PROBARLY CORRELATES TO

THE REFNO 1734 INCIDENT, (BUTCHER) A RESOLVFED CASFE, BASED ON INCIDENT
DATE, AIRCRAFT TYPE AND STATUS OF PILOT AS A REIEASEE.))
((PAGE 46/LINE 51)) C3 D6; 24:00 24 AUPR 71; 37MM - 1 F-4; 2;

-; -3 -3 -; PILOT DIED?; -. ((POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO THF REFNO 1743
INCIDENT (SIGAFOOS & ﬂlrn€ AN UNRESOTVED CASE. RASFEID ON AIRCRAFT

TYPE AND APPROXIMATE DATF.))
: * ((PAGE 47/LINE 15)) C&4 D28; 15:00 9 APR 7%; 12.7MM ~ 1 HELO;

2; -3 -3 -3 -; -. ((POSSIBLY CORREIATES TO THE REFNQ 1739 INCIDENT,
_(LILLY) AN UNRESOLVED CASE, BASED ON INCIDEMT DATF.))

+ ((PAGE 49/LINE 6)) C644 D1 INFANTRY; 1 HAY A~7; INFANTRY
WEAPON - 1 HELICOPTER; -;-;-;-:-: 3 PITOTS Dirb. ¢ (TOSSIBLY
CORRELATFS VWITH THE REFNO 1153 JINCIDENT, (GERVAIS, WHITMIRF, -)
AN UNRESOLVED CASE. - CORREIATION 1S BASEDN (OM ATRCRAFT TYPE AND
INCIDENT DATE.)) :

. ((PAGE 50/LINE 24)) D68 MISSILE RTI4; 6:10; 25 DEC 71;
MISSILE - 1 OV-10; 2 ROUNDS; -;-;-;-;-. ((POSSIBLY CORRELATES WITH
THE REFNO 1790 INCIDENT, (GUENTHER) A RESOLVED CASF. CORRELATION IS
BASED .ON AIRCRAFT TYPE AND APPROXIMATE INCINENT DATE. THE REFNO 1790
INCIDENT ACTUALLY OCCURRED ON 26 DEC 71.))
. -((PAGE 51/LINE 17)) €3 P35 BT28; 13:20 200 .JAN 72; 146.5MM - 1
HELICOPTER 4 ROUNDS; ~;-;~;-; 2 PILOTS DIED. ((POGSIBLY o

UNCLASSIFIED

1l
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CASE: 1701 o ) -
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Circunstances of loss - 17 December 1975 . . X
{IY TN THE AFTERNOON OF 10 FEBRUARY 1971 WOl MARK J ROBERTSON PILOT, AND
. NANE \ OBSERVER, WERE FLYING AN OH6A HELICOPTER .
(#66 17765), ON A VISUAL RECONNAISSANCE MISSION IN THUA‘SHIEN PROVINCE IN
SOUTH VIETNAM. THE HELICOPTER WAS HIT BY HEAVY ENEMY MACHINEGUN (.5 .
CALIBRE) FIRE IN THE PILOT'S COMPARTMENT AND IN THE FUEL SECTION, BURST
INTO FLAMES, FELL VERTICALLY, AND EXPLODED ON IMPACT AT GRID COORDINATES
YD 257 076. OTHER HELICOPTERS IN THAT AREA IMMEDIATELY ATTEMPTED TO LAND
TO SEARCH FOR SURVIVORS, BUT THE CREWMEN REPORTED THAP-ENEMY MACHINEGUN
FIRE AND DETERIORATING WEATHER PREVENTED THEM FROM DOING SO.

(U) ALL CREWS WHO MADE AN AERIAL SEARCH STATED, HOWEVER, THAT NO BODIES
APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN THROWN FROM THE HELICOPTER AND BECAUSE OF THE
INTENSITY OF THE BLAZING HELICOPTER, WOl ROBERTSON AND ‘NAmE . oLt
PROBABLY WERE CONSUMED IN THE FLAMES ALTHOUGH THE EMERGENCY .RADIO
FREQUENCIES WERE MONITORED, NOTHING WAS HEARD FROM.THIS-CREW.- ANOTHER-.
SEARCH ATTEMPT WAS MADE ON 12 FEBRUARY, BUT THE ENEMY SITTUATION AGAIN
PREVENTED HELICOPTERS FROM LANDING. (REF 1 & 2)

(U) DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDEL
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
THIS INDIVIDUAL'S NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE
FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION
AVAILABLE NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. BOTH WOl ROBERTSON AND |
NAmE "ARE CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED |

Subsequent Information - 22 June 1982

(U) A REFUGEE DISCOVERED THE WRECKAGE OF TWO U.S. HELICOPTERS. ONE WITH
THREE SETS OF SKELETAL REMAINS, IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE NEAR YD 2509. THIS
POTENTIALLY CORRELATES TO REFNO 1701. (REF 3)

References - 22 June 1982 - o

REFERENCES: <1> RPT (U), REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS, BOARD OF OFFICERS, DA FOR
1574, 18 FEB 71. <2> CERTIFICATE (U), TRP B, 2D SQDN, 17TH CAV, 101ST ABN
DIV (AMBL), MAJ GROFF, 19 FEB 71. <3> REFCON DATA BASE (U), M82-013.°

Negotiation actions - 2 April 1992

(U) CASE NARRATIVE PASSED TO THE VIETNAMESE DURING THE 30 MARCH 1992
TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.

Associated individuals - 17 December 1975

(U) ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS: MR ' puys . ., AND MARK J.



- > =ZCO——Cormw

SN =

TR T A B R

Y

[HHEDIATE

0 1606187 JUN 92 PSN 106489P20
FM CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH
T0 CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU M

[NFO JCS WASHDC//0CJCS-PW-MIA/IS// IMMEDIATE

USCINCPAC LO WASHDC// IMHEDIATE DIA WASHDS//POW-HIA// IMMEDIATE
ClA WASHDC//DEA/ IMMEDIATE NSC WASHDC IMHEDIATE

SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-1SA/PW-HIA// IMMEDIATE

USCINCPAC HONOLULU H1//J3// THHEDIATE

CDRUSACTLHI HICKAM AFB H1// IMMEDIATE

SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP-VLC// IMMEDIATE

UNCLAS SECTION 61 OF BS BANGKOK TH 28645

UNCLASSIFLED @87 JUN 92

DYa PASS T0 D0OD POW-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATICN OFFiCE
DELIVER DURING FIRST DUTY HOUR

SUBJ:  FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT CONCERNING CASE 1781
(PIETRZAK AND ROBERTSON

REF: JTF-FA 2862537 MAY 92

1 REF IS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF THE 17TH SERiES CF
JOINT FELD ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED IN THE SOCYALIST
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM FROM 21 APRIL TO 20 MAY 1992. PARA
30 OF REF PERTAINS TO TEAM TWO'S INVESTIGATION OF CASE
1781, THIS IS A PRELIMINARY REPORT AND |S NOT INTENDED
TO PROVIDE FINAL ANALYTICAL CONCLUSIONS

2. SUMHARY OF INVESTIGATION: BETWEEN 38 APRIL AND §
HAY 1392, JOINT INVESTIGATION TEAM TWO CONDUCTED AN
INVESTIGATION OF CASE [761 IN A LUGI DISTRICT, WESTERN
THUA THIEN-HUE PRQVINCE, SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAH.
THE TEAM INTERVIEWED THREE WITRESSES IN REFERENCE TO
THIS CASE. DNE WITNESS LED THE JOINT INVESTIGATION TEAM
T0 A CRASH SITE AT GRID COORDINATES YD25068700
APPROXIMATELY 886 HETERS FROM THE CRASH SITE LOCATION
LISTED IN U.S. RECORDS. THIS WITNESS CLAIMED TO RAVE
BURIED PARTIAL HUMAN REMAINS:, CONSISTING OF ONE AND OKE
HALF SKULLSs AT THE CRASH SITE. A SECOND WITNESS FOUND
MILITARY IDENTIFICATION TAGS WHICH CORRELATE TQ THIS
CASE AT THE SAHE SETE. VIETNAHESE MEMBERS OF THE JQINT
TEAM RELEASED THE IDENTIFICATION TAGS, AS WELL AS TvQ
KEYS: TO THE U.S. JOINT TEAM MEMBERS AS EVIDENCE

DURING THEIR SITE SURVEY. TEAM TWO DUG ONE TEST PiT AT
THE SITE. ACTHOUGH THE WITHESS COMMENTED THE JOINT TEAH
DID NOT DIG IN A LARGE ENOUGH AREA, RO REMAINS WERE
DISCOVERED. THE SITE HAS DETERMINED TO CONTAIN ENOUGH
EVIDENCE, ALONG WITH WITNESS TESTINONY, TO RECOMMEND
EXCAVATION DURING A FUTURE JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY

UNULLAROOIT ILU

TAPC/ RoBERTECA!
1770 )

3. DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION:

A FRON 3B APRIL TO 5 HAY 1982, TEAH TWO CONDUCTED
AN INVESTIGATION OF CASE 1781 IN A LUGI DISTRICT, THUA
THIEN-HUE PROVINCE. ON 21 APRIL THE JOINT TEAH TRAVELED
FROM DA HANG CITY, QUANG NAM-DA NANG PROVINCE, TO HUE
CITY, THUA THIEN-HUE PROVINCE. ON 22 APRIL TEAM TWO
TRAVELED TQ A LUOI DISTRICT TOWN TO BEGIN THEIR
INVESTIGATION OF CASES IN THE DISTRICT. JOINT
INVESTIGATIDN TEAM TWO CONSISTED OF THE FOLLONING
PERSONNEL:

(1) U.S. CONTINGENT:

$SG (P TEAM CHIEF
TSGT ANALYST

S LINGUIST
HAL 1P) BENCRREEY) | V0 SICHTING

[NVESTIGATOR

sC (RN S ARCH AND RECOVERY

SPECIALIST

§56 CERERISRRg SEARCH AND RECOVERY

SPECIALIST

BRI [XPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL
TECHNICIAN
RHC (GRS By 1CAK HEDIC
(2) VIETNAMESE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT CONTINGENT:
MR. HO XUAN DICH (H0OF XURAN DICKS), DIRECTOR OF
UNOSHP, TEAM CHIEF AND MEMBER OF THE MINISTRY
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
HR. DINH CONG CHiNi (DINH COONG CHINKS), HMINISTRY
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
MR. NGUYEN NGOC BICH MGUYEENX NGOCJ BICHSI,
- ASSISTANT TEAM CHIEF AND MINISTRY OF NATIONAL
- DEFENSE REPRESENTATIVE
MR. DINH VU KHUYNR DINH VUX KHUYNH)., HINISTRY OF
NATIONAL DEFENSE
HR. NGUYEN THAMH LONG (NGUYEENX THANH LONG).

- SFC

81

DLVR: ADDITIONAL COPY (811... [RFD

DLVR:COR JTF-FA HOMOLULU i (5)...ACT

JI1). . INFO FOR USCINCPAC HONOLULU H(13) IBNTUNT/1583
J520 88-81-0400 HDTIDY J3G-R Q1 J3G-M D JI 432 I3
J2811) 483t Coo @

RTD: §34-806/COPLES: BB1S

1606182 JUN 92
CJTFFA DET ONE

g1 OF g1 LDMXB685 168/66:201
168/66: 521

186433/168
CSN: AUTAB1E6]

UHRLASSIF1ED
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IMMEDIATE

0 1686187 JUN 92 PSH 1B6416P18
FH CITFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH
T0 COR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI

{NFO JCS WASHDC//0CJCS-PY-HIRZJS// IRMEDIATE

USCINCPAC LO WASHDC// INHEDIATE DIA WASHDC//POW-H1A// IHMEDIATE
CIA WASHDC//DEA/ IMHEDIATE HSC WASHDC IMHEDIATE

SECDEF WASHDC//0ASD-1SA/PY-NIA// IMHEDIATE

USCINCPAC HONOLULU Hi//43// THMEDIATE

CORUSACILRI HICKAM AFB H1// IHMEDIATE

SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP-VLC// IMMEDIATE

UNCLAS SECTION B2 OF B8 BANGKOK TH 28645

UNCLASSIFIED B187 JIN 92
{1A PASS TG DOD PON-MIA CEXTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE
DELIVER DURING FIRST DUTY HOUR .
SUBJ:  FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT CONCERNING SASE 1781
(PIETRLAK AND ROBERTSON)
HINISTRY OF INTERIOR

HR. PHAM TRONG DUNG (PHAMJ TRONGJ IUNGX), HIKISTRY
- OF INTERIOR
- {3 THUA THIEN-HUE PROVIKCE TASK TEAM:
- HR. LE AN NINH (LEE AN NINR)., CHIEF OF PROVINCE
- TASK TEAM
- HR. NGUYEN VAX HUNG (GUYEENX VAWK HWNG).
- SPECTALIST OF THE PROVIKCE PEOPLE’S COMMITTEE
- EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DEPARTHENT
- HR. NGUYEN XUAN HUNG (NGUYEENX XUAAN HUNGF).
- PROVINCE PUBLIC SECURITY
- HR. THAN XUAN LICH (TRAANF XUAAN LICH}+ PROVINCE
- HILITARY COMMAKD
- HR. LE KAl TUAN (LEE HAIR TUAANS): PROVINCE BORDER
- DEFENSE
- HR. NGUYEN VAN PHU ONGUYEENX VAWN PHUS).
- PROVINCE BORDER DEFENSE
- HR. CO KIM VUOKG (CGOR KIH UNONGJ}s PROVINCE
- BORDER DEFENSE
- 4} A LUCH DISTRICT TASK TEAM:
- HR. THAN XUAM VIEN (TRAANF XUAAM VIEERX:: DISIRICT
- PUBLTC SECURITY OF THE PEDPLE’S COMMiTTEE
- OFFICE
- HR. THAN VAN DU (TRAANF VAWN W), DISTRICT PUBLIC
- SECURITY OF THE PEQRLE’S COMAITTEE OFFICE
- B, ON 36 APRIL, THE JOINT TEAM IKTERYIEWED ONE
WITHESS CONCERNING CASE 1781.
- {1} THE TEAM INTERVIENED MR. HO VAN PANG (OOF
VAWN PANG), WHOSE BIRTH NAME IS CU PANG (CU PANG). A 52
YOA RESIDENT OF A NAM (A NAM) HAMLET, HONG VAN VILLAGE.
HR. PANG SERVED AS COMMANDER OF THE DISTRICT GUERRILLA

=

FORCES FROM 1964 TO 1365, DISTRICT COMMUNIST PARTY
COMMANDER FROM 1965 TO 1968, AND THEN REGIONAL GUERRILLA
FORCES COMMANDER FROM 1958 TO FEBRUARY 1972. MR. PANG
HAS RESPONSIBLE FOR FIVE DISTRICTS WHEN SERVING AS A
REGIONAL COMMAMDER AND RETIRED FROM HILITARY SERVICE
WITH A RANK OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL

- (21 HR. PANG STATED THAT IF AMY AIRCRAFT WERE
SHOT DOWN OR ANY U.S. OR ALLIED PILOTS WERE CAPTURED
DURING HIS PERIOD OF COMMAND. HE WOULD KNOW OF THE
INCIDENT AS SUBORDINATE UNITS WERE OBLIGATED 0 REPORT
SUCH HATTERS TO KiM. AT THIS POIKT, HE STATED THAT HE
RECEIVED NO REPORTS DF CAPTURED U.S. PERSONNEL DURING
HIS TIHE IN COMMAND OF REGIONAL FORCES. MR. PANG ALSO
INDICATED THAT MANY AIRCRAFT CRASHED FAR AWAY AFTER
BEING HIT AND THAT HOST U.S. AIRCREWS WERE RESCUED BY
U.S. HELICOPTERS: VERY FEW INCIDENTS OCCURRED IN WHICH
U.S. FORCES D)D NOT RESCUE THE AIRCREY OR RECOVER THEIR
REMATKS. ’

- (3} REFERRING TO AN [NCIDENT AS NUMBER 1781, MR.
PANG STATED THAT HIS SON-IN-LAW, MR. QUYNH SOI (QUYNH
S001S) RECOVERED A SET OF MILITARY IDENTIFICATIOON TAGS
AND TNO KEYS FROH THE CRASH SITE OF & U.S. HELICOPTER.
THESE [TEMS WERE FOUND BURIED AT A DEPTH OF ABOUT OKE
HETER. MR. SOI GAVE THE IDENTIFICATION TAGS AND KEYS T0
HR. PANG, WHO IN-TURN GAVE THESE ITEMS TO MR. CHINH OF
THE VIETNAMESE CONTINGENT DF THE JOINT INVESTIGATION
TEAN.

- {4} MR. PANG FURTHER HENTIOMED THAT ACCORDING TD
HEARSAY, A HELICOPTER, WHICH HE (NDICATED HAS ASSOCIATED
WITH INCIDENT 1781, HAS SHOT DOWN I FEBRUARY OR MARCH
1964.

- (5] MR. PANG PROVIDED COMMENTS CONCERNING WHAT HE
AGAIN CALLED INCIDENT 1781 INDICATING THAT THE CRASK
SITE BAS BEEN SCAVENGED ON MUMEROUS OCCASSIONS. HE SAID
THAT HE HAS BEEN T0 THE CRASH SITE ON SEVERAL
OCCASSIONS. HR. PANG TOLD THE JOINT TEAH THAT HO
VALUABLES, SUCH AS MONEY; A WATCH: ETC., HAVE BEEN FOUND
AT THE SITE.

- (6) MR. PANG RECEIVED REPORTS OF THE SAME
HELICOPTER'S SHOOTDOWN 1N 1963 FROM DISTRICT THREE

81

OLVR: ADDITIONAL COPY {B1)... IXFO
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GUERRILLAS. HE DID NOT RECALL WHICK UNIT SHOT DOWN THE
HELICOPTER. MR. PANG LATER STATED THAT GUERRILLAS FROM
HONG VAN VILLAGE AND GROUP 3 (553) SHOT DOWN THE
AIRCRAFT. I
< {0 AFTER STATING THAT HE COULD NOT RECALL
DETAILS OF ANY OTHER SHOOTDOWNS: MR. PANG MENTIONED THE
SHOOT DOWN OF A “H34™ HELICOPTER NEAR KIS HOME. HE
DESCRIBED THIS HELICOPTER AS SMALL AND SAID IT HAS LIKE
A "HU-LA.™ THE HELICOPTER"KAD FOUR BLADES O TS ROTOR.
IT LANDED, EXPLODED, AND THE WRECKAGE SCATTERED OVER 4
LARGE AREA. MR. PANG DID NOT KNOW THE FATE OF THE
AIRCREN
= {81 AT THIS POINT, HR. PANG PROVIDED A BRIEF
OVERVIEX OF VIETNAMESE FORCES IN THE AREA STATING THAT
NOT MANY NVA SOLDIERS WERE STATIONED IN THE A" SHAU
VALLEY. THE LARGEST CONTINGENT OF FORCES CONSISTED OF
REGIONAL GUERRILLA FORCES. THE SECOND LARGEST GROUP OF
SOLDIERS BELONGED TO GROUP 59. KVA INFANTRY AND
ARTILLERY FORCES ONLY PASSED THROUGH THE AREA ON THEIR
WAY SOUTH. VIETNAHESE ANTI-AIRSRAFT DEFENSES Al THAI
TIME CONSISTED OF 12.THN AND 37MN WEAPONS, SHICH HR.
PANG INSISTED BELONGED 10 GUERRTLLA UNITS, WERE
STATIONED ON BOTH SIDES OF TEE FATN PORD. ACCORDING T0
MR. PANG: MANY OF THE AIRCRAFT DOWNINGS WERE CAUSED BY
LIGHT WEAPONS 1SSUED TO SOLDIERS AND GUERRILLAS IN THE
VALLEY.
- C. O THE HORING OF 2 MAY, THE U.S. NEHBERS ON THE
JOINT IHVESTIGATION TEAM WERE PRESENTED WITH TWO
OXIDIZED KEYS AND TWO MATCHING MiLiTARY IDENTIFICATION
TAGS. THE TAGS PERTAIN TG CASE 1781. MR. CHINW OF THE
VIETNAMESE CONTINGENT OF TEAM TWO PRESENTED THE KEYS AND

UNULULRVU

(R

IDENTIF ICATION TAGS FOR INSPECTION. THE TEAM TOOK
POSESSION AND PHOTOGRAPHED THE TAGS AND KEYS. BOTH TAGS
CONTAINED THE FOLLOWING IMPRINTED TEXT:
PIETRIAK; JOSEPH R; 284 38 3248; 8 POS; R CATHOLIC

D. THE HETAL TAGS CONTAIN OXIDATION WITHIN THE
INPRINTED LETTERS. THEY ALSO APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN BURNED
AND VERY SMALL DROPS OF PREVIOUSLY HELTED METAL, NOW
OXIDIZED, ARE PRESENT ON THEN. ONE OF THE KEYS AND BOTH
IDENTIF [CATION TAGS WERE ON A SHORT CHAIN, HORMALLY
[SSUED FOR USE WITH DOG TAGS. THE SECOND KEY WAS
UNACCONPANIED. THE TXO KEYS WERE (DENTICAL AND MOST
LIKELY FIT THE SAME UKKNOWN LOCK. THE KEYS WERE BADLY
OXIDIZED AND THE METAL WAS BEGINNING TO FLAKE OFF.
ACCORDING TO MR. CHINH, MR. SOI GAVE THE DOG TAGS TO MR.
CU PANG, A YITNESS PREVIOUSLY INTERVIEWED BY THE JOINT
TEAM: WHO IN-TURN PRESENTED THEN TO MR. CHINH

E. DURING THE AFTERNOON ON 2 MAY, AN ELEMENT OF THE
JOINT TEAM, LEAD BY SSG NUNEZA. INTERVIENED MR. QUYNM
SO1 [QUYNH SO0IS), WHO 1S 55 YEARS OF AGE. MR. SOI'S
BIRTH NAHE 1S CU DA.
« (1) MR. SOI CURRENTLY RESIDES IN A NAM HAMLET,
HONG VAN (HOONGF VAAM) VILLAGE. MR. PANG: WHO WAS
INTERVIEWED DN 38 APRIL, WAS ALSO PRESENT AT THIS
INTERVIEX. WHEN THE U.S. MENBERS OF THE JOINT TEAM
QUESTIONED MR. PANG’S PRESENCE, MR. CHINH: A VIETNAMESE
HEMBER OF THE TEAM, STATED THAT HR. SOI’S VIETHAMESE
lANGUAGE 15_HOT COOD AND PANG WOULD ACT AS A T TRANSLATOR
INTO ¥R, _SOL"S_NAT]VE PA KO UANGUAGE, _HOWEVER, AS THE
INTERVIEW CONTINUED, HR. PANG BEGAN TO ANSNER QUESTIONS
Pmnmmsmmenmmmmmsmswww‘
-0 INITIALLY, BR. PANC ANSWERED ONE OF THE
TEAM'S QUESTIONS STATING MR. SO! WITNESSED MANY PEOPLE
DIGGING IN THE CRASH SITE. ACCORDING TO MR. PAG: SO)
HAS DUG AS DEEP AS TWO METERS AND HAS OBSERVED PEOPLE
CARRYING ANAY AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE AND REMAINS. MR. PANG
CONTINUED TO ANSNER QUESTIONS WITHOUT CONSULTING MR.
SO THE VIETNAMESE NEMBERS OF THE TEAM PROTESTED THIS
WITH MR. PANG BUT HE NEVERTHELESS PERSISTED
~(3) MR. PANG STATED THAT ON AN UNKNOWN DATE I
1991, MR. SOI: AND OTHER UNSPECIFIED PERSONS: UG
AFPROXIHATELY OHE METER AND FOUND TWO U.S. MILITARY
IDENTIF ICATION TAGS, TWO KEYS: AND A RING CONTAINING A
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RED STONE SETTING. SCI WAS ALLEGEDLY POOR AT THAT TIME
AND SOLD THE RING FOR 58.988 DONG. MR. SOI HIMSELF
LATER STATED THAT HE SOLD THE RING IN DECEMBER 1391, T0
HR. VO THANH LONG (VOX THANH LONG), A 32 YOA RESIDENT OF
A RAN HAMLET, HONG VAN VILLAGE. MR. SOI FURTHER
[NDICATED THAT MR. LONG SUBSEQUENTLY LOST THE RING

- (4) MR. PANG, AGAIN ARSWERING WITHOUT CONSULT{NG
HR. SOI,» SAID THAT HANY PEOPLE HAD SCAVENGED THE CRASH
SITE BEFORE 1331, AND THAT THESE PEOPLE HAD SPREAD THE
¥ORD COWCERNING THE LOCATION OF THE CRASH SITE. MR.
PANG SAID THIS IS HOW MR. SOI FOUND OUT ABOUT THE SITE

- (5) MR. PANG THEN SAID THAT MR. SOI AND HIS SOM:
ALSO NAMED SOI CHENCEFORTH REFERRED T0 AS YOUNG MR

SO}, COULD LEAD THE JOINT TEAM TO THE EXACT CRASH SITE
- (6) MR, PANG VOLUNTEERED [NFORMATION STATING THAT
THE AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN FEBRUARY OR MARCH 1363. HE SAID

O ONE ACTUALLY OBSERVED THE AIRCRAFT CRASH. AT THE
TIHE OF THE CRASH THE U.S. YAS WAGING A HEAVY AIR
CAMPAIGN ON THE VIETNAMESE FORCES IN THE A SHAU VALLEY.
HOST RESIDENTS MOVED INTO THE HMOUNTAINS TO AVOID THE AIR
ATTACKS; THEREFORE: THE AREA OF THE CRASH WAS
UNPOPULATED AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT. AFTER THE WARs
PEOPLE ALLEGEDLY RETURNED TO THE GENERAL AREA OF THE
CRASH AND DISCOVERED THE SITE.

- (1) SPEAKING [N VERY UNDERSTANDABLE VIETNAMESE:
MR. SOI EXPLAINED THAT HE PROVIDED THE IDENTIFiCATIOR
TAGS AND KEYS TO MR. PANG IN FEBRUARY 1331. ME. SOI
REPORTEDLY RELINQUISKED THESE 1TEMS BECAUSE HE DID NOT
KNOW WHAT THEY WERE AND THOUGHT MR. PANG WOULD BE ABLE
T0 IDENTIFY THEM. PANG, WHO HAD MET WITH VIETNAMESE
HEHBERS OF THE JOINT TEAM ON 13 APRIL 1382: INFORMED

Utubnuvu v |

[

EVERYONE HE COULD CONTACT 10 PROVIDE ANY POSSIBLE U.S. -
RELATED [TEMS TO HIN PRIOR TO THE U.S. TEAM'S VISI.
HAVING RECEVED THE IDENTIFICATION TAGS AND KEYS: MR.
PANG SUBSEQUENTLY FURNISHED THESE ITEMS TO MR. CHENH OF
THE UNOSP INMEDIATELY PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE U.S.
TEAR.

= 18) MR SOI EVENTUALLY CONTINUED ON HIS OWN
BEHALF AND STATED THAT HE DID NOT OBSERVE HUNAN REMAINS,
CLOTHES, WIRING: OR OTHER RECKAGE AND PERSONAL EFFECTS
AT THE SITE WHERE HE DUG IN FEBRUARY 1991.

- F. ON 3 MAY, YOUNG MR. SOI LEAD AN ELEMENT OF JOINT
TEAN TWO TO A CRASH SITE WHICH THE TEAM LATER DETERHINED
10 BE AT UTH COORDINATES YD25898788, APPROXIMATELY 888
METERS FRON THE 1781 CRASH LOCATION AS CONTAINED [N
JTF-FA RECORDS.

= () THE_IEAW DEPARTED A NAM HAMLET, HONG VAN
VILLAGE AND TREKKED FOR OVER T¥O HOURS ALONG A JUNGLE
TRAIL AND ACROSS HOUNTAINOUS: TERRAIN BEFORE ARRIVING AT
THE SITE.  UPON ARRIVAL THE TEAM DETERMINED THE PRECISE
COORDINATES OF THE CRASH LOCATIOK AND BEGAN SURVEYING
THE SITE.

=@ THE SITE IS LOCATED OK A HOUKTAINSIDE IK AN
AREA THAT HAS BEEN RECENTLY BURNED FOR SLASH AND BUR
AGRICULTURE. THE TEAN OBSERVED VARIOUS PIECES OF
WRECKAGE T0 INCLUDE: SHEET METAL; PIECES OF AIRCREW
HELHET SUNVISOR: BOLTS: NUTS: WASHERS: PIECES OF FLIGHT
SUIT SEAT NESH: CERAMIC TILES (POSSIBLY USED AS
SEAT/AIRCRAFT ARMOR): AND BROKEN GLASS. MR. QUYNH BUONG
(QUYNHF BNONG), A RESIDENT OF_ HONG VAN VILLAGE WHO HAS
_FIRST HAND INFORMATION CONCERNING THE BURIAL OF THE _
PILOTS: ALSO ACCONPANIED TEAM T¥O.

=) WKILE THE TEAM SURVEYED THE SITE, MR. BUONG
STATED THAT HE FIRST DISCOVERED A PARTIALLY INTACT
HELICOPTER IN EARLY 1982, HE DID NOT RECALL THE EXACT
MONTH OR DAY. HE STATED THAT HE DISCOVERED ONE CONPLETE
SKULL AND ONE HALF SKULL. ALONG WITH OTHER ASSORTED
HUMAN REMAINS, LYING INHEDIATELY ADJACENT TO THE
HELICOPTER JUST OUTSIDE OF THE LEFT CREW CONPARTHENT
DOOR. DURING HIS FIRST EXAMINATION OF THE SITE, HE ALSO
NCTICED TWO HANDGUNS BUT DID NOT INDICATE THE

81

DLVR: ADDITIONAL COPY (81 ... INFO

DLVR: COR JTF-FA HONOLULU Hi G5)...ACT

JAU1)... INFO FOR USCINCPAC HONOLULU H(13) 36772/17/1588
J5Q) B8-01-84 (1) HOT (@ J3G-R (1) J3G-N(i J233(11 J232 ) 43
J20 () 48310 Co0 Q)

RTD: 834-888/C0P1ES: 8818

1686181 JUN 82
CJTFFA DET OME

g1 OF 81 LDNXBE8S 168/86: 261
168/86: 531

186431/168
CSN: AUTBBE261

UNCLASSIFIED




. INNMEUJAIE

CoO L= MmO ——icthrmou

IMHEDIATE

0 1686181 JUN 97 PSK 186432P16
FH CJTFFA DET OHE BANGKOK TH
T0 COR JTF-FA HONOLULU Hi

INFO JCS WASKDC//0CICS-PY-HIA/IS// IMHEDIATE

USCINCPAC LO WASHDC// [MMED{ATE DI& WASHDC//PON-MIA// IMMEDIATE
CIA WASHDC//DEA/ IHHEDIATE NSC WASHDC IHMMEDIATE

SECDEF WASHDC//0ASD-1SA/PY-HIA// [HHEDIATE
USCINCPAC HONOLULU H1//43// IHHEDTATE
CORUSACILRI HICKAM AFB H1// [HHEDIATE
SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP-VLC// 1HHEDIATE

UNCLAS SECTION B5 OF B8 BANGKOK TH 23645

UNCLASSIFIED 8187 JUN 92

DIA PASS TO DOD POW-HIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFF ICE
DELIVER DURING FIRST DUTY HOUR

SUBJ: FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT CONCERNING CASE 1781
(PIETRZAK AND ROBERTSON!

DISPOSITION OF THESE WEAPONS

- {4) MR. BUONG TOLD THE TEAM THAT HE BURIED THE
REMAINS AT THE SPOT WHERE HE FOUND THEM. ON AN UN-
RECALLED DAY AND HONTH 1N 1991, MR. BUONG AGAIN
EXCAVATED THE SITEs DIGGING TO A DEPTH OF APPROXIMATELY
ONE METER. DURING THIS EXCAVATION HE WAS UNABLE TO
RELOCATE THE PREVIOUSLY BURIED REMAINS

- {5) SPEAKING ON THE ORIENTATION OF THE CRASHED
HELICOPTER, MR. BUONG STATED THAT THE AIRCRAFT’S TAIL
SECTION WAS POINTED LP TOWARDS THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN
(NORTH. ~THE AIRCRAFT, WHEN HE INTITALLY DISCOVERED 1T,
¥AS A T¥O-DOOR HELICODPTER: BUT ONLY ONE DOOR WAS STILL
ATTACHED TO THE AIRCRAFT FRAME. THE HELICOPTER WAS
DESCRIBED TO BE DARK GREEN IN SPOTS: BUT BUONG STATED 1T
¥AS DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE THE AIRCRAFT'S COLOR SIHCE
HOST OF 1T HAD BEEN SEVERLY BURNED

- {6) TEAM TWO EXCAVATED A ONE SQUARE METER TEST
PIT TO A DEPTH OF APPROXIMATELY SEVENTY CENTINETERS.
THE TEAM DISCOVERED ONLY URECOGNIZABLE BURNT MATERIAL.
AFTER COMPLETING THE TEST PIT AND PHOTOGRAPHIKG THE
SITEs TEAM TNO RETURNED TO HONS VAN VILLAGE. WHILE IN
HONG VAN VILLAGE THE TEAM MADE ARRANGEMENTS TQ INTERVIEW
HR. BUONG ON 5 MAY.

“- G ON THE MORNING OF 5 MAYs JOINT INVESTIGATION

TEA TWO INTERVIENED XR. QUYKH BUONG (QUYNWF BWOKG). AGE
56 ¥HO ALLEGEOLY POSSESSED FIRST-HAND INFORMATION ‘
CONCERNING THE BURIAL OF U.S. REMAINS AT THE CRASH SITE

- (1) A[_THE BEGINNING OF THE INJRVIEW, HR. BUONG

STATED THAT HE DISCOVERED A HEL(COPTER CRASH SITE [N

EARLY 1363 WHILE HE CLEARING LAND TO PLANT HAMIOC. HE

DID NOT RECALL THE EXACT MONTH OR DAY. HE ALSO DID NOT

UNCLASS IF IED | o

HAVE KNOWLEDGE COMCERNING THE CRASH OF THE AIRCRAFT. HE
SAID THE AIRCRAFT WAS SEVERELY BURNED

(2} HR. BUONG STATED THAT HE DISCOVERED OKE
ENTIRE CRANIUM, ONE-HALF OF ANOTHER CRANIUM:. AND
ASSORTED REMAINS WITHIN ONE METER OF THE AIRCRAFT'S
DOORS. ALL THE REMAINS. WHICH MR. BUONG REASONED TO
PERTAIN TO TWO PERSONS: WERE LYING TO THE EAST WiTH THE
AIRCRAFT TAIL FACING TO THE NORTH. THE REMAINS WERE
RANDOHLY SCATTERED WITHIN A SMALL AREA AND NOT ARRANGED
I[N THE SKAPE OF A HUMAN SKELETON. BUONG OBSERVED K0
CLOTHING NOR FLESH AFFIXED TO THE REMAINS: BUT HE
RECAULED THE REMAINS WERE HALODOROUS. INITIALLY, BUONG
COULD NOT REMEMBER THE COLOR OF THE REMAINS. AFTER
SEVERAL HMINUTES OF CONTEMPLATION HE SAID THAT THE
REMAINS WERE DARK-COLORED SINCE THEY ¥ERE BURNED BADLY
- {3) BUONG DESCRIBED THE MANNER IN WHICH HE BURIED
THE REMAINS BY SAYING HE PILED THE REMAINS INTO A SINGLE
HEAP AT THE EXACT SAME SPOT NHERE THEY WERE BISCOVERED.
HE THEN COVERED THEM WITH DIRT USING A HOE. THE DIRT
HEAP WAS RAISED APPROXIMATELY ONE HALF METER ABOVE THE
SURRQUNOING GROUND. HE SAID HE DID NOT DIG A HOLE INTO
THE GROUND TO BURY THE REMAINS. BUONG THEN INDICATED
THAT THE JOINT TEAM'S TEST PIT OF 3 MAY WAS NOT LARGE
ENOUGH TO COVER THE AREA WHERE HE INTERRED THE REMAINS.
HE SAID THE REMAINS WERE BURIED IX A SIX SQUARE METER
AREA: BUT HE ALSO ADDED THAT THE TEAM DUG IN THE CORRECT
LOCATION.
- {4) MR, BUONG SAID THAT KE DID NOT NOTE ANY
PERSOMAL EFFECTS BELONGING TO THE AIRCREW. AT THE TIME
THAT HKE DISCOVERED THE AIRCRAFT: THE FORWARD AREA OF THE
HELICOPTER, TO INCLUDE THE CREW COMPARTMENT, ¥AS INTACI.
THE TAIL OF THE HELICOPTER WAS COMPLETELY BURNED. HE
DID KOT ENTER THE COCKPIT BECAUSE HE WAS AFRAID. MR
BUONG OID NOT SEE THE KELICOPTER'S RGTOR KOR DID HE
RECALL SEETNG THE ENGINE. THE AIRCRAFT HAD TXO DOORS IN
THE FRONT, ONE OF WHICH WAS MISSING.
- () I ADDITION TO THE REMAINS, MR. BUONG ALSO
DISCOVERED TWO HANDGUNS AT THE SITE. ONE WAS DESCRIBED
AS A REVOLVER (OSSIBLY .38 CALIBRE PISTOL) AND THE
OTHER WAS DESCRIBED AS A PROBABLE MILITARY ISSUE .45
CALIBER AUTOMATIC HAHDGUN WHICH LOADS ViA A CLIP INTO
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THE BUTT OF THE WEAPON. HMR. BUONG SAID UNIDENTIFIED
CHILDREN SUBSEQUENTLY TOOK THE WEAPONS AS TOYS. HE
COULD NOT PROVIDE THE CURRENT DISPOSITION OF THE
YEAPONS.

(6) DURING THE (NTERVIEY, HR. BUONG SEEMED TO
BECOME DISORIENTED WHEW QUESTIONED 7O RECOMFIRM THE YEAR
\N—WﬂTtH HE DISCOVERED THE CRASK SITE. HE CHANGED RIS,
TESIIHONY CONCERNTNG THE YEAR WHEN | HE BISCOVEREU TRE .
STTET071978 ViCE 1989 "BUONG “TNDICATED THE CRASH SITE
TO"BE THE "SANE AS THAT HE AND YOUNG HR. SOI VISITED WHEN
THEY ACCOMPANIED THE JOINT INVESTIGATION TEAH ON J MAY.
HE CONTINUED TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE
SITE CLAINING TRAT AT THE TIME OF HIS DISCOVERY: NO
OTHER PERSONS HAD VISITED OR SCAVENGED THE CRASH
LOCATION. HE CONTRADICTED RIS STATEMENT T0 THE JOINT
TEAN DURTNG TRE SITE VISIT OF 3 MAY BY STATING HE HEVER
RETURNED TO THE SITE FOLLONING HIS INITIAL DISCOVERY.
ACCORDING TO BUONG, MANY UNIDENTIFIED PEOPLE SCAVENGED
THE SITE AFTER KIS DISCOVERY
- (7} MR. BUONG CLAIMEC TO HAVE NO KMOWLEDGL
CONCERNING CAPTURED U.S. PERSONNEL OR ANY OTHER AIRCRAFT
CRASH INCIDENT IN THE A SHAU VALLEY

§. MATERIAL EVIDENCE: HATERIAL EVIDENCE COLLECTED AT
THE SYTE AT GRID COORDIMATES YD25888786 CONSISTS OF THE
FOLLOWING:
A. PERSONAL EFFECTS

(I} ONE SHALL TORN PIECE OF A FLIGHT SUIT ¥ITH A
PORTION OF ZIPPER: FOUND ON THE SURFACE AT THE SITE
- (2} ONE TORN SOCK: BLACK: FOUNG ON THE SURFACE AT
THE CRASH SITE

{IMEDTATE - UNCLASS I F1ED - [N UA N

{3) TNO MILITARY IDENTIFICATION TAGS, WITH SHALL
CHAIN: PRESENTED TO THE U.S. TEAM BY VIETNAHESE JOIKT
TEAN MEMBERS.
- (4 TWO KEYS, BADLY OXIDIZED: PRESENTED TO TRE
U.S. TEAY BY VIETNAMESE JOINT TEAH HEMBERS
- B. AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE:
- (1) DNE UNIDENTIFIED, ELBOX-SHAPED PORTION OF
HETAL: POSSIBLY AN AIRCRAFT CONTROL DEVICE:
APPROXIHATELY ONE QUARTER INCH IN DIAMETER: IHPRENTED
¥ITH NUMBER: "B1081288-48." FOUND IN THE SUBSURFACE TEST
PIT. .
- {2) ONE PIECE OF CERAMIC TILE; APPROXIMATELY
THREE BY THREE INCHES. FOUND ON THE SURFACE AT THE
SITE.
- () ONE PIECE OF TINTED PLASTIC: FOUND SUBSURFACE
IN THE TEST PIT
- {4) ONE HETAL RING WITH SCREWS EMBEDDED:
OXIDIZED: TWO TO THREE INCHES IN DIAHETER

(51 ONE PORTIDN OF UNIDENTIFIED CLOTH: BROWN IN
COLOR; FOUND ON THE SURFACE AT THE SITE
- (6] OHE PIECE UNIDENTIFIED CLOTH WITH FiBROUS
STRANDS.. FOUND ON SITE SURFACE.
- (7} OHE EXPENDED WEAPON RQUND; S.56 CALIBRE:
FOUND SUBSURFACE.

§. SURVEY RESULTS: TRE JOINT TEAM SURVEYED ONE ALLEGED
CRASH LOCATION (N REFERENCE TO CASE 1761. TEAM TWO
HAKES THE FOLLONING QBSERVATIONS:
- A THE JOINT INVESTIGATIDN TEAH TRAVELED TO A SITE
ON 3 HAY, GUIDED BY YOUNG MR. SOI. THE SITE IS LOCATED
AT GRID COORDINATES YD25880788, APPROXIMATELY 888 METERS
FROM THE 1781 CRASH LOCATION AS CONTAINED IN JTF-FA
RECORDS.

8. TRAVEL TO THE SITE IS BY FOOT AND FOLLOWS ALONG

BT
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INFO JCS WASHDC//0CJCS-PN-HIA/JS// IMMEDIATE

USCINCPAC LO WASHDC// IMNEDIATE DIA WASHDC//PON-HIA// IMMEDIATE
CIA WASHDC//DEA/ IMMEDIATE NSC WASHDC IMMEDIATE

SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-NIA// MMEDIATE

USCINCPAC HONOLULU H1/7J3// IHHEDIATE

CORUSACILHI HICKAH AFB H1// IMHEDIATE

SECSTATE WASHOC//EAP-VLC// IMMEDIATE

UNCLAS SECTION 87 OF B8 BANGKOK TH 28645

UNCLASSIFIED 8187 JUN 92

DiA PASS TO DOD POW-HIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFF ICE
DELIVER DURING FIRST DUTY HOUR ]

SUBJ: FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT CONCERNING CASE 1781
(PIETRIAK AND.ROBERTSON)

A NARROW MOUNTAIN PATH AND THROUGH A MOUNTAIN STREAM
APPROXIMATELY TNO HOURS IS REQUIRED TO REACH THE SITE BY
FOOT IF TEAM MEMBERS TRAVEL WITH LIGHT LOADS.

- C. THE SITE 1S LOCATED ON THE SIDE OF A HOUNTAIN [N
AN AREA THAT HAS BEEN RECENTLY BURNED FOR SLASH AND BURN
AGRICULTURE. BURNED BAKANA TREES COVERED THE HILLSIDE

- D. THE TEAN OBSERVED VARIOUS PIECES OF WRECKAGE TO
iNCLUDE: SHEET METAL (GREEN AND LIGHT BLUE COLORED);
PIECES OF AIRCREW HELMET SUNVISOR; BOLTS: NUTS: WASHERS:
PIECES OF ‘FLIGHT SUIT; SEAT MESH: CERAMIC TILES
POSSIBLY USED AS SEAT/AIRCRAFT ARMOR): MESH TUBING
(APPROXIMATELY 2 INCHES IN DIAMETER); AND BROKEN GLASS
SCATTERED OVER THE SURFACE OF THE AREA. SOME
UNIDENTIFIED EXGINE PARTS: WITH KO DISTINGUISHING
NUMBERS OR MARKS,» WERE ALSO PRESENT. ADDITIOHALLY: AN
EXPENDED U.S. AR-1S ROUND WAS FOUND AT THE SITE

- E. WRECKAGE FOUND IS GENERALLY CONSIDERED TO BE
CONSISTERT WITH THE CRASH OF A HELICOPTER AIRFRAME.

- F. - ATEST PIT, DUG IN AN AREA WHERE MR. BUOKG SAID
HE BURIED THE REMAINS OF THE AIRCREW: MEASURED ONE
SQUARE METER AND SEVENTY CENTIMETERS DEEF. 7THE TEAM
DISCOVERED. UNRECOGN I ZABLE: CHARRED MATERIAL WITHIN THE
TEST PIT. NO HUMAN REMAINS WERE FCUND EITHER ON THE
SURFACE OR WITHIN THE TEST PIT

6. RECOMMENDED FUTURE ACTIONS:

A. RECOMMEMD THE SITE AT GRID COORDiNATES
YD25888788 FOR IMMEDIATE RECOVERY. AN EXCAVATION OF
THIS SITE MAY PROVIDE REMAINS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
AIRCREN, AS WELL AS IDENTIFY THE EXACT AIRCRAFT
HOMENCLATURE.

UNCLASSIFIED

Livuunil iyg

- B IF AREINVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE IS DEEMED
NECESSARY, RECOMMEND THE INVESTIGATION TEAM ATTEMPT TO
INTERVIEX MR. SOI ALONE WHILE HE IS STILL IN A STATE OF
GOOD HEALTH. THE PRESENCE OR HR. PANG SIGNIF [CANTLY
AFFECTED THE OUTCOME OF SOI'S FIRST INTERVIEW. AN
INTERVIEY WITH NO OTHER VILLAGERS PRESENT HAY FURTHER
CLARIFY PORTIONS OF HIS TESTIHONY

- C. IF AREINVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE IS CONDUCTED
RECOMMEND THE JOINT TEAM LOCATE AND INTERVIEW HR. VO
THANH LONG WHO ALLEGEDLY PURCHASED A RING RECOVERED FROM
THE CRASH SITE BY HR. SO (CU DA) IN 1991.

- D. RECOMMEND A JOINT US/SRYV RESEARCH TEAH ATTEMPT
JO GAIK INEORHATION RELATED TO THIS CASE FROM HlllTARY
ARCHIUES [N HUE CITY OR HANOL AND FROM THE ARCHIVES OF
GROUP 59 ¥HO WERE STATIONED [N THE A SHAU VALLEY

THROUGHOUT THE WAR.

1. PERTINENT LOCATION OR DATA CHANGES: RECOMMEND THE
LOCATION OF THE AIRCRAFT CRASH FOR CASE 1781 BE CRANGED
T0 GRID COORDINATES YD25000786. TEAH TWO OBTAINED VERY
ACCURATE COORDINATES OF THIS SITE DURING THEIR SITE
SURVEY. ADDITIONALLY, THIS LOCATION IS CONSISTENT WITH
[KFORMATION CONTAINED (K JTF-FA RECORDS COMCERNING CASE
1781 AND IS VERIFIED BY THE MILITARY [DENTIFICATION TAGS
ALLEGEDLY RECOVERED FROM THE SITE.

8. AREAS OR CASE FILE INFORMATION NOT INVESTIGATED:
TEAH TWO ACQUIRED NO EYEW!TNESS ACCOUNTS OF THE
SHOOTDOWN OF THE 1781 AIRCRAFT DURING THIS
INVESTIGAT I ON

9. ANALYST COMMENTS:

- A HR. PANG PLAYED THE ROLE OF A HOSTILE WITNESS
AND WAS NOT COOPERATIVE IN ANY ASPECT OF THE
INVESTIGATION. PANG MADE IT EVER SO CLEAR THAT, HAD IT

HAD MOT BEEN AT THE REQUEST OF THE VIETHAHESE

GOVERNMENT, HE WOULD NOT HELP THE U.S. TEAM IN ANY WAY
AT ONE POINT; PANG ALSO MENTIONED THE NECESSITY FOR THE
U.S. GOVERNMENT TO PAY WAR REPARATIONS TO VIETHAM.

- B. HR. PANG SEEMED TO BE THE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND
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INFO JCS WASHDC//0CJCS-PY-HIAZIS// IMHEDIATE

USCINCPAC LO WASHDC// IHMHEDIATE DIA WASHDC//POW-HIA// IMMEDIATE
CIA WASHDC//DEA/ [HHMEDIATE NSC WASHDC [HMEDIATE

SECDEF WASHDC//0ASD-1SA/PY-HIA// IMMEDIATE

USCINCPAC HONOLULU H1//J3/7 IMMEDIATE

CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB Hi// IMHEDIATE

SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP-ULC// [HHEDIATE

UNCLAS SECTION 88 OF B8 BANGKOK TH 28645

UNCLASSIFIED 187 JUN 92

DIA PASS TO DOD POX-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE
DELIVER DURING FIRST DUTY HOUR

SUBJ: FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT CONCERNING GASE 1781
(IETRZAK AND ROBERTSON

THE OTHER WITNESSES' TESTIMONY. HE AS PRESENT OR HAD_
PRIOR_CONTACT WITK ALL_WITHESSES PRIOR T0_[KTERVIEWS.
~C. 'DURING K. SOI’S INTERVIEW, MR. PANG OF TEN
ANSYERED QUESTIONS HIMSELF WITHOUT ASKING MR. SO1 IN HIS
NATIVE ETHNIC LANGUAGE FOR AN AKSWER. THIS IS CLEAR
EVIDENCE THAT EITHER: (1) MR. PANG AND MR. SO
DISCUSSED THE DETAILS- OF SOI’S TESTINONY PRIOR TO THE
ACTUAL JOINT TEAM INTERVIEW: OR (1) MR. SOI ACTUALLY
KNEY LITILE CONCERNING THE CRASH SITEs OTHER THAN IT WAS
A CONVENIENT AREA TO SCAVENGE WRECKAGE. THESE FACTS
SEVERELY LIMIT THE CREDABILITY OF ALL WITNESSES. 1T IS
ALSO YORTHY TO NOTE THAT MR. PANG ALSO HAD PRIOR CONTACT
¥ITH MR. BUONG PRIOR TO IS INTERVIEV.

- D. ANOTHER POINT OF INTERST IS THE CONFLICTING TINE
PERIODS THAT HR. BUONG PROVIDED CONCERNING THE DISCOVERY
OF THE CRASK SITE AND HIS BURIAL OF THE REMAINS. MR.
BUONG ALSO CLAIHS THAT O ONE DISINTERRED THE REMAINS
FOLLOWING KIS BURIAL, BUT MR. SOI CLEARLY INDICATED THAT
MAKY PEOPLE HAVE DUG AT THE SITE. DURING SO1'S
INTERVIEN, MR. PANG INDICATE THAT SOU WITNESSED MAKY

OTHER PEOPLE DIGGING AT THE CRASH LOCATION AND THAT THE

REMAINS HAD_BEEN REMOVED PRIOR 10 THE JOINT TEAK'S.
VISIT. M. PAuc, _HONEVER, COULD NOT OR NOULD NOT
PROVIDE DETAILS COKCERKENG THE DISIKTERMENT OF THE
REHAINS 0 R THEIR_CURRENT DISPOSITION. T
T THROUGHOUT THE TEAN'S INVESTIGATION, HR. PANG
SEEMED TO BE CONSTANTLY SEEKING THE SPOT LIGHT
CONCERNING THIS CASE AND APPEARED TO SE A VERY

EGOTISTICAL PERSOM

18. SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST COMMENTS: ANALYSIS

INCIASSTFIED

UNGLASSIFIEU

OF THE CRAASH SITE REVEALED EVIDENCE OF PERSONAL
EQUIPMENT.  THE TERRAIN LIES OH THE SIDE OF A MOUNTAIM
VEGETATION AT THE SITE CONSISTS HAINLY OF BAMANA TREES
(ALL BURNT AT THE TINE OF THE TEAN'S SURVEY). HAZARDS
(N AREA INCLUDE A XARROW: ONE-S!DED TRAIL LEADING INTO
THE SITE AND LITILE OR NO SHADE IN THE AREA. LIGHT
ORDANANCE WAS DISCOVERED AT THE SITE {ONE EXPENDED 5.56
ROUND).  HMETHOD OF SEARCH WAS SKIRMISH LINE AND TEST
PIT. AT THIS TIHE, RECOVERY IS RECOMHENDED BASED ON
A[RCRAFT HATERIAL, PHYSICAL EVIDENCE FOUND AT SITE AND
[NFORMATIOK PROVIDED BY A LOCAL WITHESS. RECOMMENDED
SIZE OF SITE T BE EXCAVATED: FIFTEEN BY FIFTEEN METERS
FROM THE CENTER OF CRASH SITE. ESTIMATED LENGTR OF
EXCAVATION: SEVEN DAYS ORY SEASOH); TWELVE DAYS (RAINY
SEASON) .

11. TEAH CHIEF CORMENTS

- A MR PANG ¥AS CLEARLY HOSTILE TOYARD THE PRESENCE
OF AMERICAN TEAM MEMBERS. AS A TRUSTED. FORMER
VIETNAMESE MILITARY LEADER, MR. PANG HAY BE EXPRESSING
THE DESIRES OF THE VIETNAMESE GOVERKMENT WHEN HE
HENTIONED THE NECESSITY FOR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TO PAY
AR REPARATIONS TO VIETHAM. 1T IS BELIEVABLE THAT HE
PROBABLY NOULD NOT HAVE ASSISTED THE JOINT TEAM HAD THE
UIETNAHESE GOVERNMENT NOT REQUESTED HIS PARTICIPATION.

UR. PANG HAS WRECKAGE AND INFORHATION CONGERNING

SEUERAL CKASH STTES NEAR H1S VILLAGE. .IT 1S POSSIBLE. -ik%“

THAT HE 1S IN THE BUS[NE§S OF_LOCATIﬁG: SCAUENGING: MO,

SELLTNG AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE.

TTC.THE LOCATION OF THIS AIRCRAFT, ALONG WITH THE
WITRESSES’ TESTIMONY THAT THE AIRCRAFT WAS A SHALL
KELICOPTER, INDICATE THAT THE SITE VISITED ¥AS THE
CORRECT SITE FOR THIS CASE

- D {T IS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT SOME AMOUNT OF HUMAN
REMAINS Will BE FOUND IF THIS SITE IS EXCAVATED. HR.
BUONG CLAIMS TO HAVE FOUND REMAINS AND BURIED THEM AT
THE SITE. THE ONE PROBLEH, HOWEVER, IS THAT MR. BUONG
CLAIMS TO HAVE REEXCAVATED THE SETE X 1991 WHEN HE
DISCOVERED NO REMAINS. 1T APPEARS THAT E{THER THE
REMAINS HAVE SEVERLY DETERIORATED OR MR. BUONG HAS
FORGOTTEN THE EXACT LOCATION WHERE HE INITIALLY INTERRED
THE REMAINS.
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INFO WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL 'SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC -
SECDEF :WASHINGTON DC//USDP:RSA// : e ,”;,A_ s
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// . o PR
JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//J5// S AT
DIA WASHINGTON ,DC . -

CIA WASHINGTON DC//OEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOG//

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J3/J30M//

USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC

CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED- H//

RUEHBT/CJTFFA -DET ONE BANGKOK . TH

ZEN/CJTFFA DET TWO HANOI

***THIS IS-A 5 PART MSG COLLATED BY MDU***

" UNCLAS //N05000//

WERE EXCAVATED WELL -INTO. CULTURALLY STERILE SOIL

UBJ~~1DETAILED SEARCH AND RECOVERY. REPORT OF CASE 1701//
REF/A/MSG/CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH/280147ZMAY94//

A, CASE 1701 - FROM 7 TO 15 MAY 94 RECOVERY ELEMENT * +
FIVE (RE5) CONDUCTED A‘JOINT EXCAVATION OF A CRASH SITE
NEAR HUNG VAN VILLAGE, -A-LUQI DISTRICT, -THUA THIEN-HUE
PROVINCE. THIS CASE INVOLVES THE 10 FEB 71 LOSS OF THE
PILOT AND OBSERVER IN AN OH- 6A HELICOPTER. - THE CRASH |
SITE IS LOCATED AT GRID COORDINATE 48QYD2580207386 THE
GRID ;COORDINATE WAS VERIFIED ‘USING THE 'TRIMBLE TRIMPACK
RECEIVER FOR - THE GLOBAL, POSITIONING SYSTEM (GPS),

TRACKING FIVE SATELLITES. - THE PROJECT AREA IS LOCATED
ON:A BROAD GENTLY INCLINING. HILL NEAR K THE A-SHAU VALLEY
WITH A-TOTAL SITE AREA MEASURING .22 X .20 METERS.

AREAS WITH,A HIGH DENSITY OF INCIDENT RELATED MATERIAL
WERE SYSTEMATICALLY EXCAVATED THE SENSITIVE- AREAS

CONDITIONS :5,RES RECOVERED HUMAN REMAINS CONSISTING OF . ...,

THREE ‘TEETH (ONE WITHRESTORATIONS TWO WITH NO APPARENT, -

RESTORATIONS) AND ONE POSSIBLE HUMAN TOOTH ROOT. L

MATERIAL EVIDENCE RECOVERED:INCLUDES PIECES .OF FLIGHT.

SUIT-AND GLOVE AND PORTIONS: OF TWO, HELTCOPTER :FLIGHT

LA S LIS ' S » '
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HELMETS. MATERIAL EVIDENCE RECOVERED INDICATES THAT S LT E P
BOTH INDIVIDUALS WERE IN.THE AIRCRAFT AT THE TIME OF _ 'j;‘f”: Py
IMPACT. ALL REMAINS ARE IN THE POSSESSION OF THE L c
VNOSMP AND.SHOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR-THE JOINT FORENSIC 5 :
REVIEW.: -THE:SITE WAS CLOSED BY,THE CILHI TEAM LEADER

AND ARCHAEOLOGIST ON 15 MAY 94.; :

'B.::UNITED STATES TEAM MEMBERS: . .. . . . . & .
_ \CPT ‘@ENNWRSNY ;. ' TEAM LEADER ... . .57 . oo
DR.: WEMNNNSR:7%i o . ARCHAEOLOGIST CELT
' .- TEAM NCOIC . ‘: l‘ '?‘-j‘ : . _":‘;;;t;'g.: N
. SFC- W i1 'FIELD MEDICAL;TECHNICIAN : . . ‘
MSGT WESESEW i:- - LIFE:SUPPORT. WRECKAGE - ANALYST | \ T .-
'SSG NN - . :EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE .TECHNICIAN ;.. .-, :
CTI2 (M) @S- - LINGUIST/ANALYST . | . '
SPC Uy W . vLINGUIST/ANALYSTE_;fv-.‘.ﬁ
SPC @M ;. & - MORTUARY AFFAIRS SPECIALIST
-PFC WM& '~ MORTUARY AFFAIRS -SPECIALIST -.
PFC GESSWSNS . .,  MORTUARY AFFAIRS SPECIALIST . |
spc &mgWw .. . - PHOTOGRAPHER - @ “ _ |
- SOCIALIST, REPUBLIC: OF VIETNAM:TEAM MEMBERS: . . ' |
LE KY -~ - VNOSMP TEAM LEADER

NGUYEN THANH HA . VNOSMP-ASSISTANT TEAM LEADER
DUONG VAN HAO N VNOSMP TEAM MEMBER
HA VAN TRAN - - -  .VNOSMP:TEAM MEMBER
PHAN THANH NHA VNOSMP TEAM MEMBER
'C. THUA THIEN-HUE PROVINCE TASK: TEAM:
NGUYEN VAN HUNG
NGUYEN' XUAN BINH
NGUYEN XUAN HIEN
TRAN VAN DU :
TRAN VAN THANH
NGUYEN VAN THANG
‘D. A LUOI;DISTRICT TASK TEAM:
NGUYEN VAN MINH: - . S ey
‘LE_VAN:VO « w. = .. . . ’
"LE HOA:BINH: ' -
. TRUONG . QUANG EM - -

-3E. +HONG: VAN VILLAGE REPRESENTATIVES
i QUYNH . LIA - 'w-i L .
“HO; VAN VUI; o .q\hﬁ\,,q..up\

\HO(VAN TRANjim;-, - 0 000

124 ;BACKGROUND T A e e e

"A. ON 10 FEB 71 THE PILOT AND OBSERVER' OF THIS 'OH-6A
HELICOPTERY, (#66-17765) -WERE ON.A VISUAL RECONNAISSANCE

MISSION - THE AIRCRAFT WAS HIT. BY HEAVY MACHINE GUN

ey % BRI SLO TSI : ‘ N
774423/159 2 OF 10 _ , - 0712202 JUN 94
: CDR JTF-FA HON
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FIRE IN THE PILOT’S COMPARTMENT AND IN THE FUEL ° :
SECTION. THE HELICOPTER BURST INTO FLAMES, FELL _ . -
VERTICALLY, AND EXPLODED ON IMPACT. ENEMY MACHINE. GUN ST
" FIRE AND DETERIORATING WEATHER PREVENTED A SEARCH FOR . .= 7"
- SURVIVORS. ALL CREWS WHO MADE AERIAL SEARCHES SHORTLY ;

THEREAFTER .STATED THAT NO, BODIES APPEARED ,TO HAVE BEEN‘f

THROWN FROM .THE :AIRCRAFT. ..~‘;p,,(, n",-.. -
" B.-,DURING THE 17TH JFA IN APR 92, AN INVESTIGATIVE .
ELEMENT (IE. TEAM) - INTERVIEWED THREE 'WITNESSES, ,WHO LED .-
THE ; TEAM - TO :A - LOCATION APPROXIMATELY BOO.METERS ‘FROM . "
THE RECORDED LOCATION OF THE CRASH SITE. THE IE TEAM
DUG A TEST;-PIT_ AT -THAT LOCATION, BUT FOUND NO EVIDENCE
OF .THE REMAINS’ SUPPOSEDLY - BURIED BY A WITNESS. ‘NO
PERSONAL EFFECTS WERE-FOUND, BUT A SECOND WITNESS
TURNED OVER TWO IDENTIFICATION TAGS CORRELATING TO THIS
CASE. THE WRECKAGE AT THE, NEARBY SITE CORRELATED TO
THIS CASE. . THE LOCATION. CORRELATED WITH THE LAST KNOWN
LOCATION "THE SITE WAS RECOMMENDED FOR- EXCAVATION.

- PROJECT- LOCATION: - ;

A. HONG VAN VILLAGE : e o
A LUOI DISTRICT. - o . ' o,
THUA THIEN-HUE PROVINCE I R

SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF -VIETNAM .

B. A MILITARY GRID REFERENCE SYSTEM GRID COORDINATE

WAS OBTAINED FOR NUMEROUS.LOCATIONS AS PART OF THE

MAPPING OF THE SITE AND IMMEDIATE VICINITY. MAP )
EDITION:.3-TPC (29 ETB); SERIES L7014; SHEET 64411V, A _ .
LUOI, VIETNAM AND LAOS; SCALE 1:50,000; DATA TO 1970. .. = .
EACH GRID COORDINATE WAS VERIFIED USING THE TRIMBLE '
TRIMPACK RECEIVER FOR THE GLOBAL POSITIONING SYSTEM
TRACKING FOUR OR FIVE. SATELLITES

1) '48QYD2575907483 - T 5@f'
2) . DATUM POINT IN NORTHEAST CORNER (so/wo) -
48QYD2579607395 ek S P T

3) . ...WEST 'CORNER (SO/W22) 48QYD2579907421
4).  SOUTH CORNER (S20/W0): 48QYD2579607455

5) .7 SOUTHWEST CORNER (S20/W22): 48QYD2578307422

'6) .- 'BOMB :CRATER, BOTTOM: 48QYD2580207386 . s

7)”v BASE CAMP: .48QYD2581407418, . ;,,;RIH H.g;;T
4.7::DESCRIPTION :OF PROJECT AREA: .-y -: o
‘A. GENERAL: . THE PROJECT AREA- IS IN' THE. NORTHERN,\ }f RN
PORTION OF,:THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS OF;VIETNAM.. . THE.

DISTANCE BETWEEN :THE EASTERN COAST, AND THIS MOUNTAINOUS
BORDER WITH LAOS IS ONLY BETWEEN 50 TO 60 KILOMETERS.

IN THAT DISTANCE IS A HIGH MOUNTAIN RANGE POSITIONED, .

774423/159 _ -Af'3;_OE 10
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NORTHWEST TO SOUTHEAST (THE NORTHERN TRUONG SON RANGEI;
PARALLEL DEEP VALLEYS BETWEEN THE SLOPES, A ZONE OF
‘ALLUVIAL PLAINS AND HILLS, AND THE LOW-LYING COASTAL
FLOOD-PLAIN. THE SLOPES OF THE TRUNG SON NEAR THE
:PROJECT . AREA" THAT . FACE TOWARDS LAOS - -ARE. BROAD AND HAVE
.A GRADUAL DECLINE. THE SLOPES FACING EAST DROP ..
1PRECIPITOUSLY, ;WITH A PARALLEL ALIGNED VALLEY AT.THEIR

*‘BASE.“ THE ;PROJECT AREA 1S ON A GRADUAL  SLOPE FACING

" TOWARDS THE NORTHWEST=-~THE SLOPE INCLINES FOR ABOUT

n\500 METERS ;TO:THE PRIMARY DRAINAGE 1N THE AREA. THIS
- .. DRAINAGE FLOWS WEST:, INTO THE RAO LAO (A SAP) RIVER.
- +THAT;RIVER IS:IN THE CENTER OF A -LARGE ,UPLAND .VALLEY.

THIS VALLEY; ;45 KILOMETERS LONG AND ONE TO TWO
KILOMETERS: WIDE, HAS. A DEEP ALLUVIAL PLAIN AND
_CONTINUAL. WATER SUPPLY. IT IS A GOOD AREA FOR WET
RICE, IRRIGATION AGRICULTURE, AND SEVERAL CASH CROPS.
"IT CAN SUPPORT-SEVERAL MODERATE.. SIZED - COMMUNITIES OF
ETHNIC MINORITIES AND VIETNAMESE. THE SHORT DISTANCE
BETWEEN THIS VALLEY AND THE ANCIENT CITY OF HUE IS A
.LONG CIRCUITOUS: TRIP OVER WINDING ROADS. -THIS |
RELATIVELY -ISOLATED VALLEY IS CALLED THE A SHAU, AN
AREA OF INTENSIVE MILITARY ACTIVITY DURING THE AMERICAN
‘WAR IN VIETNAM¥ o o

B. GEOMORPHOLOGY: K .. oD

‘1). GEOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT THE TECTONIC MOVEMENTS OF
. THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN CRUSTAL PLATE DURING THE MESOZOIC
ERA RESULTED IN THE ERUPTION (OROGENY) OF THE TRUONG
SON RANGE OF MOUNTAINS. ONGOING TECTONIC EFFECTS
-INCLUDE THE  REAPPEARANCE OF LARGE TECTONIC RUPTURES,
THE RAISING OF THE MANY OF THE MOUNTAINS AND PASSES IN
VIETNAM (I.E., HAI VAN PASS, JUST OUTSIDE OF DANANG),
DEPRESSIONS. ASSOCIATED WITH THE UPLIFTING (SUCH AS THE
"VALLEY THROUGH WHICH THE NEARBY STREAM FLOWS TOWARDS .
(THE A SHAU).,; AND THE EXTENSIVE LAVA BASALT FLOWS OF THE
_EASTERN ‘NAM .BO (WEST AND  NORTH "OF HO.CHI MINH CITY),

| THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS, QUANG TRI, NGHE TINH, AND OTHER

- ¢AREAS DURING. THE: EARLYJCENOZOIC (RECENT) ERA. THESE
. { GEOLOGICAL : CHANGES - ARE COUNTERACTED BY A" PROCESS OF .

~EROSION AND COVERING OF THE LAVA FLOWS WITH ALLUVIAL
'SEDIMENTS ALONG THE EASTERN COAST, OUT TO THE EDGE OF
rTHE1CONTINENTAL SHELF.: THESE - PROCESSES OF EROSION AND
\SEDIMENTATION ARE ACCELERATED BY THE TROPICAL.,

Y

- CONDITIONS OFrCOASTAL VIETNAM, PARTICULARLY' HIGH

TEMPERATURE WITH HIGH HUMIDITY AND, THE. LONG MONSOONrl

-"SEASONS ‘ "l'“ tﬂﬂ} -]T. GeTahTon V’* (“w" '!*_*\ }" rp_ C" HCEPX
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" NEAR:VINH . (HA TINH .PROVINCE),,TO THE HAI VAN .PASS.. :ON
" THE \WESTERN ySIDE THE .SLOPES "FACE . TOWARDS - THE , MEKONG ~
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2). THE NORTHERN TRUONG SON RANGE: THE RANGE THAT
INCLUDES THE A SHAU VALLEY COMPRISES THE WESTERN o

 FRONTIER WITH LAOS IN_ THE NARROW CENTRAL AREA OF ~ R
‘VIETNAM. IT RUNS FROM THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE CA RIVER n;;;”“‘f““‘-‘J“,F

RIVERuVALLEY r—THErEASTERN FLANK FALLS ABRUPTLY TO . THE 5'
COASTAL PLAINS , THE. MOUNTAIN RANGE . RUNS CONTINUOUSLY, - o o
VARYING - "IN ELEVATION 'FROM 500.METERS JIN. THE VALLEYS TO a ' TR
JUST; OVER ,1700 METERS, NEAR  THE PROJECT AREA.  THE' S o
HIGHER SLOPES ‘RECEIVE A ‘VERY. HIGH RAINFALL “WITH. : : B ' ' i
SUBSTANTIAL .RUNOFF INTO THE .DEEP VALLEYS. ALL MOUNTAIN . : |
'AREAS EXCEPT FOR THE HUMAN-MODIFIED MOUNTAIN VALLEYS' ' . |
WOULD “HAVE A;NATURAL RAIN FOREST ECOSYSTEM. THE .
PROJECT AREA ;IS ON A BROAD, GENTLY INCLINED HILL, WITH
TALL ELEPHANT,GRASS 'NEAR-THE TOP, CHANGING TO MIXED
BAMBOO, DOUBLE .CANOPY FOREST TOWARDS THE STREAM. THE ,
ELEPHANT GRASS THAT SURROUNDS THE PROJECT AREA IS o
IMPENETRABLE TO WALKING. ; - .-
3) . - REGIONAL BORDERS: .THERE;ARE.TWO AREAS_WHERE.THE.
MOUNTAINS IN THIS NARROW AREA OF .VIETNAM COME CLOSE TO
THE SEA. BY BEING BARRIERS TO HUMAN TRAVEL THESE MID-
LEVEL  MOUNTAIN CLUSTERS MARK OFF-THE -REGION THAT
INCLUDES THE PROJECT AREA. THE HOANH -SON -RANGE
(GEOLOGICALLY, A BRANCH OF THE -TRUONG SON) POINTS TO
THE SEA AT A MAXIMUM HEIGHT, OF 1,044 METERS. .THIS |
GENERALLY DEFORESTED AREA CONSTITUTES A MAJOR BARRIER
BETWEEN THE PLAINS OF SOUTHERN NGHE TINH AND NORTHERN .= *.
QUANG BINH :PROVINCES. THE OTHER AREA OF MOUNTAINS
,CLOSE; TO ‘THE' SEA .IS -JUST; OUTSIDE. OF THE PORT OF DANANG.
THESE MOUNTAINS, RANGING 500 TO NEARLY 1000 METERS
ABOVE SEA-LEVEL, ARE A GEOLOGICAL EXTENSION-OF THE
MOUNTAINS K ALONG THE LAQO BORDER. K THEY ESSENTIALLY BLOCK
OFF-: DANANG ‘TOWARDS THE- NORTH . AND WEST ACCESS-TO .
. DANANG, FROM HUE, AN AERIAL DISTANCE -OF ABOUT -EIGHTY . -,
KILOMETERS (50 MILES) IS BY A HIGHWAY THAT WINDS
THROUGH -AND OVER. SEVERAL MOUNTAIN -PASSES -BEFORE
DROPPING RAPIDLY DOWNSLOPE TO REACH THE CITY. THE
MOUNTAINS THAT, INCLUDE, THE-PROJECT AREA ARE CONTINUOUS
WITH :THOSE . THAT BLOCK OFF .DANANG. »THERE IS:NO ROAD
BETWEEN THE A SHAU VALLEY. -AND ; THE - PORT .CITY OF DANANG:
C: 1 SOIL CONDITIONS: ”LOCAL,RESIDENTS HAD CONFIRMED THAT
THE ;PROJECT- :AREA HAD ' BEEN ‘BURNED OVER NUMEROUS TIMES . ,
SINCE THE INCIDENT. THE TALL ELEPHANT GRASS ON THE
HILL WAS A RECENT GROWTH THE UPPER 'LEVEL (OF,, .SOIL WAS

;
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"CONSISTENT WITH PERIODIC BURNING. THE ORANGE-BROWN =
CLAY THAT PREDOMINATED WAS MIXED WITH A HIGH DENSITY OF
CHARCOAL. SOIL BUILDUP HAD BEEN EXTENSIVE ON THE :
GENTLE TO MODERATE SLOPE. AFTER A THIN (5 TO 10
CENTIMETER): LAYER OF GRAYISH.TOP SOIL, THERE.WAS;A DEEP
LAYER OF ‘THE GENERALLY SOFT CLAY. ITS COLOR WHEN
MODERATELY MOIST IS CONSIDERED A YELLOWISH RED, SYR 5/8
. ON A- MUNSELL~ SOIL' COLOR CHART. S :
- D:'.THE EXCAVATION WAS; CONDUCTED DURING THE EARLY PART
.OF THE' SUMMER:; MONSOON' SEASON.., IT RAINED EVERY 55;3_
AFTERNOON DURING: THIS PROJECT . , gg;z R »gtli,lﬂﬁg
5.- -FIELD. METHODS R e
¢ SCOPE" OF,;WORK : FIELD WORK WAS CONDUCTED IN 7
ACCORDANCE WITH A SCOPE:OF . WORK (SOW) -DEVELOPED BY THE
PROJECT ARCHAEOLOGIST. THAT SOW WAS, BASED ON A REVIEW
OF .-THE CILHI- SURVEY REPORT OF THE SITE, AN ONGROUND
INSPECTION AT:.THE BEGINNING. OF FIELD -WORK, AND . _ . ..
INFORMATION . RECEIVED FROM AVAILABLE WITNESSES. ST
B. .- CLEARING: OF PROJECT, AREA: THE LINE OF SIGHT IN ALL
'DIRECTIONS WAS- OBSCURED BY VERY TALL ELEPHANT GRASS.
RISING SLIGHTLY HIGHER THAN THE GRASS WERE SMALL -~
CLUSTERS OF BANANA PLANTS. - WITNESSES IN 1992 HAD TAKEN
THE' INVESTIGATIVE ELEMENT TO SOME-PIECES OF WRECKAGE.
MEMBERS OF THE EXCAVATION TEAM AND LOCAL WORKERS BEGAN
- CHOPPING THE:TALL GRASS EVENTUALLY EXPOSING-A LARGE.
BOMB CRATER, A TEST PIT HOLE LEFT BY THE IE, AND A
SMALLER CRATER. ., ONCE A LARGE AREA HAD BEEN CLEARED,
THEN THE. DETAILED CLEARING BEGAN. THIS INVOLVED THE
CUTTING DOWN OF MOST OF. THE BANANA PLANTS AND RAKING’
THE PROJECT AREA. AS THE RAKING PROCEEDED ANY SIGNS OF
THE INCIDENT WERE MARKED WITH RED PIN FLAGS. THE
ENTIRE CLEARED AREA WAS THEN WALKED OVER IN A SEARCH
FOR. SURFACE:EVIDENCE OF THE CRASH. THE ACTUAL SIZE OF
THE SITE WAS;DETERMINED FROM THE DISPERSAL OF CRASH
RELATED MATERIAL. . . : re
C:. .METAL DETECTOR SURVEY THE PRESENCE OF A LARGE h
BOMB- CRATER: IN CLOSE -PROXIMITY TO SUBSTANTIAL.PIECES OF
METAL WARRANTED- A- METAL DETECTOR SEARCH FOR UNEXPLODED
" ORDNANCE. - THE_.ENTIRE PROJECT AREA WAS SYSTEMATICALLY
SWEPT -WITH THE DETECTOR BY THE EOD TECHNICIAN.
D.,SETUP OF*ARCHAEOLOGICAL GRID: THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
GRID WAS. SET ;IN PLACE USING A COMPASS, METRIC. TAPES,
AND.THE TRIMBLE:TRIMPACK RECEIVER. FOR _THE GPS. "THE.
DATUM . SELECTED: WAS-. -IN,THE, SOUTHWEST, CORNER OF‘THEV
PROJECT AREA, .THE, HIGHEST,CORNER OF THE SITE .. RECORDED
Lo Bans rort LT oNLI BLLE 45 1*; Cv ST afE

774423/159' ) 6 OF 10 Al A A | \_1{\_'."_' c’

. Vo e
i 1 N )

e yoe e

U UNCLASSIVFIED --U
UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU

)

071220Z JUN 94

CDR JTF-FA HON




' UUUUDUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU
U UNCLASSIFIED U

' [8]018161619]819]9101810]9]9]9]8]9]818101018]8)018]016]450161610 8 081¢ A

WITH THE GPS WERE THE GEOGRAPHICAL POSITIONS OF THE '
DATUM AND THE THREE OTHER CORNERS, THE HELICOPTER LZ
AND THE BASE CAMP. THE MERIDIAN LINE WENT 148 DEGREES
MAGNETIC FOR 20 METERS (SOUTH COORDINATE). THE BASE "
LINE WAS PLACED AT, 238 DEGREES MAGNETIC FOR 22 METERS.

THE ENTIRE PROJECT AREA WAS ENCLOSED WITHIN A MARKED « |

GRID, ' NOT. ADJUSTED FOR ELEVATION ON, THIS MODERATE
SLOPE R TR

E. SYSTEMKTIC EXCAVATION : THE GRID WAS FURTHER
DIVIDED INTO A SERIES OF SIX BY TWO METER OR FOUR BY
TWO METER DATA CONTROL UNITS, - BEGINNING AT THE TOP
POINT OF.THE SITE. ,THE LARGE CRATER WAS PLACED WITHIN
THIS SYSTEM ONLY IN ITS LOWER' PORTIONS. THESE STRIPS
WENT FROM SO TO S6, S6 TO S12, 'AND S12 TO S18. S18 TO
S22 WAS ‘A SET OF FOUR METER LONG STRIPS. THESE UNITS

‘WERE FIRST. SURFACE INSPECTED, THEN, SURVEYED WITH THE

METAL DETECTOR. IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE HIGHEST
DISTRIBUTION OF CRASH RELATED ITEMS BEGAN AT THE SIX 'BY
TWO NEAR THE CENTER OF THE SITE, AN AREA WHERE THE
LARGEST PIECES OF METAL WERE CONCENTRATED. THE
SYSTEMATIC EXCAVATION WOULD BEGIN AT THAT AREA AND BE

'EXPANDED TO ALL SIDES OF THE CENTER, WITH AN EMPHASIS

ON THE UNITS ADJACENT TO AND UPSLOPE FROM THE CENTER.
PORTIONS OF THE CRATER WERE EXCAVATED AT THE UPPER RIM,
A THREE BY TWO IN THE FLOOR, AND A SERIES OF TWO BY
ONES JUST UP FROM THE BOTTOM ALONG THREE SIDES (SOUTH,
EAST AND WEST FACING) . ALL SURFACE SOIL AND AN
ADDITIONAL 10 TO 30 .CENTIMETERS OF ORANGE CLAY WERE
REMOVED FROM EACH STRIP- AND TAKEN TO SCREENS. A’
FURTHER -LAYER OF SOIL, IF CULTURALLY STERILE, WAS
REMOVED AND TOSSED ASIDE. EACH STRIP WAS EXCAVATED
INTO EITHER ONE FLAT PLATFORM OR TWO STEPS. ' THIS WAS
DONE TO MAINTAIN PROVENANCE CONTROL ON THE ORIGINALLY
SLOPED SURFACE.-- THE EXCAVATION CONTINUED UNTIL .THE “
RESULTS FROM SCREENING IN UNITS DOWN AND UP .SLOPE ..
YIELDED“FEW IF ANY ITEMS FROM THE INCIDENT. THE FINAL’
RESULT WAS A SERIES OF PLATFORMS . AND STEPS .EXCAVATED ON -
ALL FOUR SIDES OF -THE .CENTER OF THE SITE. "ALL UNITS .o
WERE :EXCAVATED THAT WERE . CONSIDERED SENSITIVE FOR THE -
PRESENCE OF.-REMAINS OR SIGNIFICANT: INCIDENT ASSOCIATED

- ITEMS.-,.COMPLETELY EXCAVATED WERE, ;12",SIX BY TWOS,,ONE

SIX BY. ONE TWO THREE BY TWOS, ONE FOUR BY TWO, AND -
EIGHTEEN ;SQUARE METERS OF THE CRATER.

F.. FINAL PROJECT AREA INSPECTION: ANY.SPILLED}DIRT

WAS .REMOVED FROM THE GRID. EXCAVATED_GRID UNITS ‘WERE
774423/159 ""J ."7 OF 10 .
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SWEPT WITH BROOMS. THE GRID WAS CHECKED FOR ACCURACY:"
WALLS AND FLOORS WERE EXAMINED BY THE ARCHAEOLOGIST TO o
i INSURE THAT STERILE CONDITIONS HAD BEEN REACHED. THE e
" LARGER PIECES OF WRECKAGE WERE PUT BACK IN THEIR Y
+ APPROXTMATE ORIGINAL POSITIONS ON. THE EXCAVATED FLOOR
,OF THE SITE. FINAL PHOTOGRAPHS WERE TAKEN OF THE
ﬁ COMPLETED . PROJECT. AREA. ”'“”vl,.gw.
. 6 ;; ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS: ~. . ™ -
‘ ""HUMAN, REMAINS WERE’ FOUND,. ‘ALL TEETH A’ PRELIMINARY
EXAMINATION ;INDICATES .THAT REPRESENTED ARE ONE. e
&UNRESTORED 'MOLAR,. ONE 'LOWER. LATERAL INCISOR, "AND ONE"
*MOLAR WITH MULTIPLE: RESTORATIONS.. ALSO FOUND WAS'WHAT
IS POSSIBLY ,THE SINGLE ROOT OF. A HUMAN TOOTH. ﬂ_fﬂ”_“
'B. NO PERSONAL EFFECTS 'WERE 'FOUND. _ Lo e ‘
7 ALL REMAINS. WERE FOUND. UPSLOPE FROM THE, CENTER OF
DISTRIBUTION OF WRECKAGE. 'ALL OF THE TEETH WERE FOUND
IN SCREENS FROM DIRT 10 TO 30 CENTIMETERS BELOW THE
SURFACE.
D. THE LARGE BOMB CRATER YIELDED NO’ EVIDENCE OF ‘THE
"INCIDENT..- . . o - 4
7. MATERIAL EVIDENCE:
A. AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE OBSERVED AND PHOTOGRAPHED :
(1) SEVERAL 'LARGE PIECES OF FUSELAGE
~(2) PILOT/OBSERVER SEAT ASSEMBLY “
(3) PROTECTIVE ARMOR VEST \ 2 . _ ;
(4) ENGINE  COMPONENTS .~ Nuomuined & L 4 ;
B. AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE RECOVERED: - o : !
(1) METAL PIECE FROM SEAT ASSEMBLY WITH: 1560-OH6-013 : ;
(2) PLASTIC PIECE WITH: 369A117 ‘
(3) METAL PIECE WITH: 6855374 SER. FFX241 — do fhq wl.
(4) - LATCH ASSEMBLY .
(5) ROUND METAL PIECE, ‘
.C. LIFE SUPPORT AND AIRCREW RELATED EQUIPMENT ITEMS:
(1) | 2 LAP, BELT BUCKLES, CONNECTED AR
. (2) 7' 3 LAP BELT RESTRAINT BUCKLES Co S L o
. (3) . 3 SHOULDER HARNESS RESTRAINT BUCKLES ' o
:.(4) . LARGE PORTION OF FLIGHT HELMET R - ;
- (5). SMALL PORTION OF FLIGHT HELMET o i
' (6) 13 PIECES OF DARK HELMET VISOR T g
(7) 18 PIECES OF FLIGHT suiT .~ = : i
'XB)T.HALE OF. ONE' FLIGHT, GLOVE ;,,,jﬂ;,,“xu O _ :
(9)’ 3 PIECES OF FLIGHT GLOVE ~~ =~ """ = =in ‘ o S
,ﬂ(lO) . PIECE OF MATERIAL, WITH MELTED PLASTIC,

,l [ S LIJII Wil vl . ' .
. (11), " PIECE,OF; SOCK iy, o ! St ?w,,w,l,lq o

e

,n(12) 3 ,ZIPBER ,PULL TABS, PSR .
Ceoaiad N i I R LY 5 A-)J . :IAL-A).J .. o )
gy ) ; M IR IANI IS TR TR L R . '
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(13) A BUTTON COMPASS
(14) 2 PIECES OF M-16 PLASTIC HAND GRIP
8. LIFE SUPPORT WRECKAGE ANALYST COMMENTS: ALL
AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE OBSERVED AND RECOVERED IS CONSISTENT '
WITH A OH-6A HELICOPTER. THE MAJORITY OF WRECKAGE -HAS
BEEN REMOVED FROM THE SITE. A SURFACE SEARCH REVEALED
SEVERAL LARGE PIECES OF FUSELAGE, A PILOT/OBSERVER '
SEAT,: A HELICOPTER FLIGHT HELMET, A PROTECTIVE ARMOR
VEST, AND ENGINE COMPONENTS. ITEMS RECOVERED INCLUDE A
PORTION OF ANOTHER FLIGHT HELMET AND BURNED PIECES OF
FLIGHT SUIT AND GLOVE. THE PRESENCE OF THE TWO FLIGHT ''-
HELMETS RECOVERED ALONG WITH AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE
INDICATES TWO CREW MEMBERS WERE IN THE AIRCRAFT AT THE
TIME OF IMPACT. THESE ITEMS REQUIRE FURTHER ANALYSIS.
9. LINGUIST/ANALYST COMMENTS: THE ONE AVAILABLE
WITNESS, MR. QUYNH BUONG, WAS RE-INTERVIEWED WITH NO :
- NEW INFORMATION PROVIDED. SEVERAL LOCAL RESIDENTS §
REPORTED THAT THE AREA OF THE INCIDENT HAS BEEN BURNED, {
TILLED AND PLANTED NUMEROUS TIMES SINCE THE YEAR 1973.
THIS IS CONSISTENT WITH THE SMALL SPECKS OF CHARCOAL
FOUND IN THE UPPER LAYER OF SOIL AT THE SITE.. NO.
ADDITIONAL WITNESSES OR ITEMS PERTAINING TO THIS SITE
WERE PROVIDED. DURING THE EXCAVATION OF THIS CASE,
THE TEAM RECEIVED AN IDENTIFICATION TAG PERTAINING TO
AN 'INDIVIDUAL IN CASE 1132. THE IDENTIFICATION MEDIA
IS CURRENTLY IN THE POSSESSION OF A MR. KON NGA (KON,
NGAF) , KA KOU HAMLET, HONG VAN VILLAGE, A LUOI )
DISTRICT, THUA THIEN-HUE PROVINCE. ' *
10. EOD TECHNICIAN COMMENTS: A METAL DETECTOR SURVEY
WAS DONE OF THE ENTIRE SITE. AN EXTENSIVE NUMBER OF
PIECES OF HELICOPTER FRAGMENTS WERE FOUND ON THE SITE.
NUMEROUS PIECES OF BOMB WERE FOUND IN THE CRATER. THE
FOLLOWING POTENTIALLY LIVE ORDNANCE WAS FOUND: 5.56
MM, 7.62 MM (MAY NOT HAVE BEEN OF U.S. MANUFACTURE), 50
CALIBER ROUNDS, AND HAND GRENADE SPOONS. THE OVERALL
EXPLOSIVE HAZARD AT THE SITE WAS CONSIDERED LOW. :
11. -FIELD MEDICAL TECHNICAL COMMENTS:
A. -DURING THE COURSE OF THE EXCAVATION TEMPERATURES
RANGED FROM 75.DEGREES IN.THE EARLY MORNING TO DAILY -
HIGHS IN.EXCESS .OF. 100 DEGREES BY 1300 HRS. : HIGH " '
TEMPERATURES COUPLED WITH HIGH HUMIDITY POSED POSSIBLE
HEAT INJURIES TO 'BOTH TEAM- -MEMBERS AND LOCAL WORKERS.
HOURLY WATER REST BREAKS WERE GIVEN WITH TEN MINUTES
ALLOTTED FOR EARLY MORNING PERIODS, INCREASING TO
TWENTY MINUTES FOR,LATE MORNING AND AFTERNOON PERIODSl
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CONSUMPTION OF WATER WAS ENCOURAGED EACH REST PERIOD
AND DURING THE WORK HOUR. TEAM MEMBERS DRANK BOTTLED
WATER PURCHASED IN VIETNAM AND LOCAL WORKERS DRANK o .
- WATER TAKEN FROM A CLEAN NEAR-BY STREAM. LA G ey
B... THE TEAM'EXPERIENCED. EARLY AFTERNOON SHOWERS DURING
THE ENTIRE EXCAVATION. IN ADDITION THE BASECAMP AREA
 "CONTAINED A LARGE NUMBER OF LEECHES AND AND, SEVERAL

ISNAKES. WERE -KILLED BY, LOCAL 'WORKERS DURING THE CLEARING
JOF:.THE SITE.CO0n. , RPN
TCiiNO TEAM*MEMBERS SUFFERED "A WORK RELATED 'INJURY.

'HOWEVER THE  TEAM. ARCHAEOLOGIST HAD TO. BE EVACUATED TO
“DANANG FOR TWO:DAYS: DUE TO A HIGH.FEVER, CHILLS -
HEADACHE AND: GENERAL DISCOMFORT.,

'12 CONCLUSIONS =
‘A." ' THERE. IS- LITTLE DOUBT THAT THIS IS THE SITE OF THE

OH 6A HELICOPTER ASSOCIATED WITH THE’ INCIDENT OF CASE
1701. Lot

.B. THE PIECES OF PERSONAL EQUIPMENT AND GEAR FOUND

' SUPPORTS THE CONCLUSION THAT THE OCCUPANTS OF THE
"HELICOPTER PERISHED AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT.

C. MOST OF. THE PIECES OF AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN CARTED
AWAY. THE LACK OF ALL BUT A FEW SCRAPS OF METAL ON THE
' SURFACE SUGGEST THAT THE SITE HAS BEEN EXTENSIVELY
"PICKED OVER AND: SCAVENGED SINCE THE INCIDENT. IT IS
ALSO HIGHLY LIKELY THAT ANY REMAINS FOUND DURING THE
SCAVENGING OF THE SITE COULD HAVE BEEN REMOVED AND-
“BURIED NEARBY AT OBSCURED LOCATIONS NOT RECOGNIZABLE TO
ANY OF THE WITNESSES STILL ALIVE. . IT WOULD HAVE BEEN
EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO LOCATE SUCH REMAINS AND
ASSOCIATED PERSONAL EFFECTS BY ANY KNOWN SEARCH METHOD.
D. THE SITE WAS CLOSED BY THE TEAM LEADER, BASED ON
THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE ARCHAEOLOGIST ON 15 MAY

1994.// .
o T ‘.).‘f,‘v'."' o o
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