28 Feb 1995

Dear Bill Bell,

Enclosed is a letter I forwarded to you Oct 17, 1994
regarding two MIA's I am working on for the families.

Recently, I talked with Capt. Red McDaniel and Ted Sampley
who suggested I contact you again.

I would sincerely like to locate Carroll Edward Flora,
Jr. who was former POW that returned in 1973. I would be more
than happy to mail the letter to a third party to forward to
Mr. Flora if necessary. Mr. Flora correlates to the SFC Leo
E Seymour (sighting) of which you have copies.

In January I received another possible sighting of Leo
from the DOD files. It seems this sighting was in 1967 as well
but appears to be a different Source reporting this sighting.
The location of the sighting may possibly be the same. However,
if I were to talk to Mr. Flora I could determine if this POW
was Leo our Mr. Flora and it would help us tremendously.

Also I was told to ask you about the 559 group. What is
this group and does it relate to SFC Leo Seymour?

I have enclosed a copy of my previous letter. Could you
please let me know if you have any knowledge of either of these
MIA's or where I could obtain help.

Thank you for your help. "HOME ALIVE IN 95"

Kindest Regards,

Kséil Karschner



17 Oct 1994

Dear Bill Bell,

I am a POW/MIA activist and my main purpose is to promote
POW/MIA awareness and the possibility that are men are still
held in captivity today. I work with a number of families and
I try to help them anyway I can in obtaining information on
their loved one. I devote all my free time to the issue. I
subscribe to a number of newsletters, Heart of Illnois, National
Alliance of Families, For-Get-Me Nots of CT, Stars & Stripes
and Ted Sampley's Veteran Dispatch.

I have been involved with the issue for a number of years
and I organize programs, do guest speaking, local radio and
TV broadcasts and write articles and editorials for several
local papers. Without the help of our local Veterans I would
truly be at a loss. They have supported me and the issue 100%
and I am very proud of them. They served their Country well
and they deserve so much more than we Americans give them.

I wholeheartedly believe we left men behind in SEA and
that some are alive today and held against their will., I try
to read most all Gov't documentation, reports and memos regarding
our POW/MIA's. I have received information from Sen. Smith's
office on numerous occasions and I feel he is doing an
outstanding job in achieving an accounting of our men. He truly
does CARE!

Anyway, the reason I am writing is because I have been
working on several POW/MIA cases from my area for the past 2
years. They are SFC William Boyle and SSG Leo E Seymour.

I have enclosed materi¢l regarding both S¥C Boyle and SSG
Seymour.

I work closely with both families and have established
working relationship. Both families have »>btained the Casualty
Files and made copies for me. Also, both families have requested
that I do whatever I cen to obtain information on these men.

They have granted permission to me to forward all or any part
of their file to anyone who is trustworthy and can help.

I have enclosed material relating to both SFC Boyle and
SSG Seymour. I think you will concur both cases are rather
compelling. I personally believe there is more info on both
men that is classified or not being released to the families.
Both cases generate many unanswered questions. I have taken
the liberty of incoperating a memo regarding the incidents as
we know them from eyewitnesses that we have talked to regarding
these men's losses along with some stats and background



information on each man.

If there is anything you can do to help us further our
investigation or refer us to someone who can we would be very
grateful. Our men deserve to come home and there times such
as these that I am ashamed to say I am an American.

Thanks so much fcor your help and please, keep up the fight
our men are worth it!

All My Best,

Gail Karschner



SSG LEO E SEYMOUR

Leo served in the US Marine Corp. and served one tour of duty
in Vietnam while in the Marine Corp.

Leo was wounded in Vietnam April 22, 1966, Lac Thien RVN

Leo joined the US Army 6-29-66 and commenced his second tour
of duty in Vietnam that same year,.

Leo is single and never married. Received GED while in the
military.

Leo's parents divorced when he was 18 mo.o2ld and he never saw
his mother again according to his statement in this military
file.

Leo was raised by his grandparents. Both his grandparents and
father are deceased and his sister. His mother is now PNOK.

Leo was a member of the Green Berets and the 5th SF

Note: according to Leo's file an individual was seen several
months after his loss at a Way Station and the USG is correlating
this POW with Leo or POW Carroll Flora (he came home in Operation
Homecoming in 1973).

I have been able to locate three members of the 170th Assault
Helicopter Group that made the attempt to rescue Leo. According
to Greg Waltz-pilot, Fred Fritz - copilot and Robert Goosey
-crew chief it was their mission to go in and rescue Leo. They
indicated that radio communication was not available therefore
the orange panel was used. They indicated the code was changed
daily for security reasons. They indicated due to triple canopy
their only means of rescuing Leo was by way of a McGuire Rig.
They indicated this was a rather dangerous manuver for the GI
since he would be exposed to enemy fire. However, for Leo there
was no other choice. As they lowered the rig they began to

take on heavy enemy fire. Approx. 35-40 rounds hit the chopper
causing great concern to the pilot and crew. As they were
lowering down both pilot, co-pilot and crew chief state they

saw the orange panel flashing the CORRECT CODE. They are
positive the individual flashing the code was Leo, however,

they could not see him due to jungle cover. They also noticed
enemy in the area and about then starting taking hits. One
round hit the door gunaer in the chest however, he wore a
protective vest. The pilot and co-pilot made the decision to
leave the area as they were positive Leo was being used as a
decoy to destroy their chopper. They immediately left the area
and landed a short dis:ance away as their craft was losing all
operating functions in:zluding fuel. They were rescued by another
chopper and then air s*rikes were called in and bombed the area.



I asked all of them if they thought that the enemy could have
flashed the panel and they indicated "no". There was no doubt
that Leo was alive at that time flashing the panel. The crew
chief indicated that many, many times the enemy had bunkers

and tunnels in the area. Also SF were valuable and they had
bounties on them. It seems Leo could have been a valuable
commodity to them and may have decided to move him to a more
safer area. All three individuals stated that many times when
air strikes were called they didn't always hit the proper target,
the enemy removed themselves from that area. They all indicated
the enemy were more intelligent than we gave them credit for

and they would have been smart enough to know that possible

air strikes could occur and to move to a safer area.

It appears that the JTr-FA have investigated the loss sight
and were unable to make any further determinations. (They have
never notified the family of any this - Leo's mother just
recently got the Cas. File)

Leo was on Gen. Vessey's and Sen. Smith's descrepency lists.

I have been trying to locate Carroll Flora to determine if that
was him at the Way Station. The POW spoke fluent Vietnamese
and Leo spoke fluent Vietnamese. The're séeveral inconsistancies
as the Source states the Am. PW was a LT - both Flora and Leo
were E-6's. Flora was on a night mission and missed getting
aboard the chopper. Flora was lost 7-21-67.

Recently Judge Hamilton Gayden contacted me with a photo of

what may appear to be Leo in 1969. The photo is a collage of
men in captivity released by the Soviet TV in 1969. The DOD

has had this collage for some time. The Judge has told me which
photo maybe Leo and I Lave had the photo analyzed by an expert
who concurs that photo appears to be Leo.

I am now in the processing of finding two more eyewitnesses,
Henderson and Phillips. I would like their testimony as to
what happened that day.

It is possible Leo died 3 July 1967 and possible he survived.

Seie. bvoiin Fowe Jr RA% 13665727




SFC WILLIAM BOYLE

Bill was attached to the 5th Special Forces, MACV-S0G, based
out of Kontum, SVN. Bill was recently divorced (days before
his loss) and had one son, John, who was approximtely 3 years
0ld at the time of his loss. Bill also has a Mother who lives
in a Nursing Home.

Bill was presently on his third tour of duty.

We have been able to contact two eyewitnesses to Bill's loss:
Lt. Kinnard and SFC Brinkmeier. SF4 Lambert is deceased.

According to telephone conversations with both Lt.Kinnard and
SFC Brinkmeier this is their best recollections of that incident.
It appears LT. Kinnard was in command of a unit atop a 50'
hilltop in Attepau Province, Laos. This was a 5th SF operation
including indigenous personnel. It seems the unit was trapped
on this hilltop and had been there for approx. 5 days. At this
point they were out of food, water and ammo and had wounded
indig. personnel that needed evacuating. The team was in the
process of being overrun by NVA and were in dire need. LT
Kinnard contacted Dak-To and requested help. A CH-34 manned
by an ARVN team left Dak-To with supplies - as they approached
the area and attempted to land at the LZ they took on heavy
fire and were shot down, LT Kinnard then czlled for another
chopper and another CH-34 was sent along with an ARVN team,
they too, met the same fate. (I might add the pilot to one
of these CH-34's was Major An, his story appeared on the TV
program The Crusaders several months ago - he now lives in San
Francisco, CA and we have been in touch, however, since he
hadboth arms blown off in this incident he does not recall Bill.)
Another chopper was called for and Bill happened to be in Dak-
To that day and volunteered to help. Bill boarded a CH-34 along
with an ARVN team. Bill was the only American on board. The
decision was made to land the chopper on top of the 50' hilltop,
drop supplies, take on wounded and leave immediately as Lt.
Kinnard was attempting to get air strikes or help to releave
them of this situation. Lt.Kinnard indicated it was a rather
confusing, frightening and busy time as they were sure they
were going to be overrun and killed. He was in deep concern
for his men and their safety. Bill's chopper landed quickly,
Bill was seen kicking off supplies and loading wounded. As the
chopper was approx. 10' off the ground it was hit with a B-40
rocket. The rocket sliced thru the cargo door (which was open)
and out the other side. This separated the aircraft into two
parts allowing enough time for the pilot, co-pilot to escape
thru the cabin area. The door gunner was standing beside Bill
and he was blown out of the chopper. Several of the paramilitary
were also blown out of the chopper (some of them were already
dead). The pilot and gunner were unjured and the co-pilot had



a broken arm. The chopper then caught on fire and burned up.
Lt. Kinnard said they were unable to search for Bill at that
time and assumed he was dead. When they were able to search
guite some time later they could not find anything. He stated
they were able to hold their defenses for several more days

at which time air support arrived and placed Napalm in the area
enough for the unit to descend down the hilltop to a safe LZ.
At which time they were rescued. Both Kinnard and Brinkmeier
are uncertain if Bill could of survived.

Joyceen Boyle (Bill's ex-wife, never remarried) has talked to
Brinkmeier on several occasions, however, he was to meet her

at her home last Christmas and never showed up. We have to
this date been unable to locate him or has he contacted us.

We have his address and phone # however, he is no longer there-
puzzling?

There are several descrepencies in the narrative as you will
read. The Source indicates Bill was a on a Caribou, however,

in my invesitagtion I cannot find where any Caribou when down

in SEA. Also they indicate and different date and different
location., I am not sure if the Source is mixed-up or if it

came from Bill and after 17 years of captivity if he could recall
all info exactly? Or it could very well be another serviceman.

If you will note the Source regquests the JCRC reps to return
to his home for info on Bill, however, they failed to do this.
We have asked the JTF-I'A why and they do not respond.

Also note at the end o7 the narrative the forget to censor the
name: LOH THARAPHANT. I am wondering if he is the Source all
along or not - the letters censored match the exact number of
letters in his name. I have read about LOH and that he was

a leader of the Laotian Freedom Fighters, helped the USAF during
the War, worked for Exxon in Bangkok and was of great help to

Bo Gritz and Chuck Patterson during their rescue attempts in

the early 1980's. I have unsuccessfully attempted to try to
locate Loh,

I have also unsuccessfully attempted to obtain information on
a Ta-Oy community (ethnic group) in Laos. No one seems to have
heard of this group. .

I have send this information recently to Major Mark Smith however
I have not received a response.

Rather this narrative pertains to SFC Boyle or not it appears
to pertain to a US serviceman.

The narrative indicates the Source's source lied however, why
would the Source want the JCRC reps come to his home for info

on Bill? I wonder if the Source's source was scared, frightened
or threatened for some reason?



The Casualty Office has indicated to me that this crash site

wil be invesitaged in 1995. And they have passed info on Bill
to the Laotian Gov't June 1992. Yet their contension to the
family is that Bill died 2-28-70 and there is no body to recover
because it burned up and nothing is left. So why pay the Laotans
thousands of US money to investigate a crash site when they

are saying there is nothing left of Bill Boyle or the chopper
for that matter? He was the only American lost that day.

Well the pieces don't seem to fit 100% - what do you think?






LAST KNOWN ALIVE (LKA)

Those cases in which the U.S. has information that the individual
survived the loss incident and fell into enemy hands. 1In the
case of air incidents, this includes cases in which the crew
members are believed to have successfully exited their aircraft
and to have been alive on the ground. 1In the case of ground
incidents, this includes cases in which the individuals were last
known alive, were not gravely wounded, and were in proximity to
enemy forces.

REFNO NAMES DATE STATUS
0070 Baker, Arthur D. 650407 XX
Lewis, James W. 65040 XX
0233 Wood, Don C. 660116 XX
0253 Mauterer, Oscar 660215 XX
0275 Holmes, David H. 660315 XX
0297 Gates, James W. 660406 XX
Lafayette, John W. 660406 XX
0323 Mullen, William F. 66V429 XX
0370 Smith, Warren P., Jr. 667622 XX
0480 Echevarria, Raymond 661003 XX
Jones, James E. 661003 XX
Williams, Eddie L. 661003 XX
0536 Bott, Russell P. 661202 XX
0606 Carlock, Ralph L. 670304 BB
0720 Bodden, Timothy R. 670603 XX
Dexter, Ekonald J. 670603 KK
Gardner, Jjohn G. 670603 XX
Hanson, Stephen P. 670603 XX
Laney, Billy R. 670603 XX
0750 Seymour, Leo E. 679703 XX
0947 Fors, Gary H. 671222 XX
0984 Cohron, James D. 680112 XX .
1063 Palmer, Gillbert S. Jr. 680227 XX

Wright, Thomas T. 680227 XX



JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 19 June 1992

W W b b A W W BIOGRAPHIC SECTION ok ok v W Wk A&

e

REFNO: 0750-0-01 (ACCNO 0261) Status: (8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED
Mame: SEYNOUR, LEO EARL Date Status assigned: 21 Apr 1976
National: UNITED STATES Race: CAUCASIAN Blood Chit:
Servicz: ARMY Sex: HALE Survive:
Grade: E6 ) Hair: BROWN ) Grave corr:
SSAN: ) Eyes: BLUE Weapon:
Serial No: 13789193 Height: 70 Inches 1.78 mtrs Weapon Ser.: #
Birth date: 14 HMay 19242 Weight: 170 1lbs. 77.0 Kilos Fartial Rsvld:
Duty pos: TEAM LDR Complexion: FAIR
FW CAHP: Blood Type: B #
Religion: PROTESTANT Home State: PENNSYLVANIA

Case type: DISCREPANCY

ok b W ok W SITE SECI’]’\IO\\] LA 2 2R 2 2R 2R 2B 2R 2 i
i s

INCIDENT LOCATION (0) ..

Site Type: GROUND SITE

UTH: 48PYBS575326

Let/Long: 144522N1072332C

Country: LAOS

Military Region: 4

Hission Province: ATTQPEU

lfission Date: 3 Jal 1267

Hission Category: 3

Location Analysis: Unknown location.

Frdkwkwwwr F.C.R.C. ACTIVITY SUMMARY *****xw»*w

Negctiation Folders Passed: Jun 92, Nov 89, Oct 89

*** YBYICLE DATAR ***

Vehicle Type: GRNC
Crash Type=:

Call Sign: ¢
Year: o
Serial: S -

Engine Type:
Seriai:

Zerial:

1D ks
) L Ln
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CASE 0750: SSG LEO E. SEYMOUR

FACTS: On 3 July 1967, a Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol became engaged in
a fire fight approximately 200 meters north of the Dak Xou and 75 meters
north of Route 16 in Attopeu Province, Laos. The patrol split up and ran in
different directions. When the patrol regrouped for extraction it was
determined that one American, $SG Leo E. Seymour, U.S. Army, was missing.

DETAILS:

Sergeant Seymour was the team leader of a joint U.S. and indigenous
reconnaissance patrol when i1t was discovered by two sfizable enemy columns
entering the area. Upon engagement of the enemy force in an intense fire
fight, the patrol split into several elements, broke contact, and moved from
the area in different directions. When the patrol regrouped for extraction,
1t was noticed that Sergeant Seymour was m{ssing. Staff Sergeant Seymour
was last seen in the area of YB 575326, Attopeu Province, Laos. In 1967,
the area of this incident was located within Binh Tram 36 in Attopeu
Province, Laos; former military personnel assigned to this Binh Tram 1n mid-
1967 may have further information about the capture or death of Staff '
Sergeant Seymour. '

During the 29-30 Oct 89 meeting in Hanoi Gen Vessey
passed a narrative on this case to the Vietnamese
Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach.

During the 1-3 Nov 89 meeting in Vientiane, Laos DAS
Lambertson passed a narrative on this case to LPDR
government officials.
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LAO CASES PASSED TO VIETNAMESE BY GEN VESSEY

1.

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.

15.
16.

17.

0250

0253
0275

0297

0370

0480

0524

0536

0720

0750
0947
0984

1062

1108

1191

1347/
1348

1405

CAPTAIN RUSSELL P. HUNTER, JR.
CAPTAIN ERNST P. KIEPEL, JR.

MAJOR OSCAR MAUTERER
CAPTAIN DAVID H. HOLMES

CAPTAIN JAMES W. GATES
CAPTAIN JOHN W. LAFAYETTE

CAPTAIN WARREN P. SMITH, JR.
MSGT RAYMOND L. ECHEVARRIA
SFC JAMES E. JONES

SFC EODIE L. WILLIAMS

PFC ALAN D. PIITTMANN

SFC WILLIE E. STARK
SSG RUSSELL P. BOTT

CPT STEPHEN P. HANSON
SGT TIMOTHY R. BODDEN
SFC BILLY R. LANEY
ILT JOHN G. ‘GARDNER
MSG RONALD L. DEXTER
SGT LEO E. SEYMOUR
CPT GARY S. FORS .

SSG JAMES D. COHRON

LT COL PAUL L. MILIUS
SGT JOHN F. HARTZHEIM

MSG GEORGE R. BROWN
SGT CHARLES G. HUSTON
SGT ALAN L. BOYER

SFC GLEN O. LANE
SSG ROBERT D. OWEN

MAJOR CHARLES R. BROWNLEE
A1C CHARLES D. KING

LT COL CARTER P. LUNA



18. 1437 MAJOR WILLIAM J. BRASHEAR
1LT HENRY G. MUNDT, II

19. 1522 SSG RONALD E. RAY
SGT RANDOLPH B. SUBER

20. 1535 CAPTAIN BENJAMIN F. DANIELSON
21. 1573 1LT DENNIS G. PUGH
22. 1669 SSG PETER J. WILSON

23. 1683 1LT THOMAS A. DUCKETT
MAJOR OWEN G. SKINNER

24, 1698 LT COL ROBERT L. STANDERWICK

25. 1719 LT COL SHELDON J. BURNETT
W1 RANDOLPH J. ARD

26. 1724 CAPTAIN BARTON S. CREED
27. 1730 W1l FREDERICK L. CRISTMAN
SGT RICARDO M. GARCIA
W1l JON M. SPARKS
28. 1782 LT COL SCOTT W. MCINTIRE

29. 1824 1ILT SCOTT D. KETCHIE

eg: Sommanies  Presanes 27/23067 89/
e IAe) o \J\i’TNA\U\Cf‘L By
VeSSey Wil of Ao 6T R9.
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"IN'. CASUALTY RESOLUTI( : CEN +£R

" NAS BARBERS POINT, HAWAII 96862
) CASE 0750-0-01

NARRATIVE

ON 3 JULY 1967, STAFF SERGEANT LEO E. SEYMOUR WAS THE LEADER OF
A RECONNAISSANCE PATROL WHICH BECAME ENGAGED IN A FIREFIGHT WITH A
HOSTILE FORCE IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES YB575326,
APPROXIMATELY 15 KILOMETERS WEST OF THE VIETNAM AND LAO BORDER AND
200 METERS NORTH OF THE XéU RIVER, ATTAPU PROVINCE, LAOS. SINCE
THEY WERE OUTNUMBERED, THE PATROL MEMBERS BROKE CONTACT WITH THE
HOSTILE FORCES AND SEPARATELY EXFILTRATED TO THE RALLYING POINT.
SERGEANT SEYMOUR DID NOT ARRIVE AT THE RALLYING POINT. THE
SURVIVING PATROL MEMBERS COULD NOT RECALL SEEING SERGEANT SEYMOUR
AFTER THE INITIAL CONTACT AND DID NOT HEAR HIM AT ANYTIME FOLLOWING

THE ENGAGEMENT.

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS:
NAME: SEYMOUR, LEO EARL
RANK: STAFF SERGEANT, U.S. ARMY
DATE OF BIRTH: 14 MAY 1942
RACE: CAUCASIAN
HEIGHT: 1.78 METERS
WEIGHT: 77.0 KILOGRAMS
HAIR: BROWN

EYES: BLUE

Case Narrative passed to the VNOSMP during the
28 - 30 August 1989 Technical Meeting in Hanoi
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JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER ACCNO: 9261
CASUALTY DATA DIVISIONs,
BIGGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 28 Septesber 1989
*Eaneruess4 BIOGRAPHIC SECTION ig;ii{{{liil
REFNO: 8750-8—81 - STATUS: (8) DEAD BODY NOT Reﬁ_ﬁﬁ
NAME : SEYMOUR, LED EARL . DATE STATUS ASSIGNED: 21 Apr 1976
NATIONALITY  UNITED STATES RACE CAUCASIAN ﬁ CASE_TYPE DISCREPANCY
SERVICE ARNY SEX MALE 3 SURVIVABILITY &
GRADE E& . : HAIR BROWN t RPD 4
SSAN D) EVES BLUE € GRAVE CORR
SERIAL NO 13789193 HEIGHT 70 INS 1.78 WTRS MATERIAL EVD.
BIRTH DATE 14 May 1942 WEIGHT 176 LBS  77.9 KILDS NAME ASSOC.
DUTY POS TEAM LIR COMPLEXION FAIR 3 PARTIAL RSVLD
W CAMP 3 BLOGD TYPE B # : REPORT OF INV.
~— RELIGION  PROTESTANT 3 FOLDER PASSED Jun 88
HOME STATE PENNSYLVANIA % WEAPON TYPE #
BLOOGD CHIT $ WEAPON SERIAL #

ERERRERERRREEE SITE SECTION  HHEFFHEFHEEEEEE

¥x# VEHICLE DATA ##+

INCIDENT LOCATION ### SITE DATA #¥

GROUND SITE

SITE NUMBER ) SITE TYPE CALL SIGN 3
GRID ZONE DESC. 48P CATEGORY 3 ¥ CRASH TYPE $
UTH YB575326 LOCATION ANALYSIS @ 2 VEHICLE TYPE BRND
LAT/LONG 144522N/1672332E NUMBER MIS/BNR a1 i YEAR $
COUNTRY LADS NUMBER RECOVERED @0 SERIAL  §
MILITARY REGION 4 JCRC SEARCH ENGINE TYPE $
PROVINCE ATTOPEU OTHER INSPECTION  YES 1 SERIAL  $
MISSION DATE 3 Jul 1967 2 SERIAL  $

SEPARATED FROM BIOGRAPHIC NARRATIVE ‘




CASE

o758

Circumstances of loss - 31 July 1975 s

ON 3 JUL &7, SSG LED £. SEYMOUR WAS THE TEAM LEADER OF A JOINT US AND INDIGENOUS RECONNAISSANCE PATROL ON A COMBAT
MISSION IN LAGS. DURING THE MISSION, THE PATROL STOPPED ON A SMALL HILL FOR A BREAK., DURING THIS BREAK, THE PATROL OBSERVED

A NUMBER OF ENEMY FORCES MOVING DOWN A TRAIL 25 METERG FROM THEIR POSITION. S5SG SEYMOUR THEN DIRECTED AN AIR STRIKE ON

THE SUSPECTED ENEMY LOCATION. FOLLOWING THE AIR STRIKE, SSG SEYMOUR DECIDED YO SEND UP AN AMBUSH ON A SMALL SECONDARY TRAIL.
WHILE 5S6 SEVMOUR WAS READYING THE PATROL FOR THE AMBUSH, TWO SIZEABLE ENEMY COLUMNS CONVERGED AT THE TRAIL JUNCTION AND
NOTICED A PSYWAR POSTER WHICH HAD BEEN TACKED ON A

v
NEARBY TREE BY A MEMBER OF THE PATROL. REALIZING THAT THE POSTER WAS NOT THERE BEFORE, THE ENEMY FORCES BEGAN SEARCHING

AND SPOTTED THE FORWARD SECURITY MAN OF THE PATROL. THE SECURITY MAN DPENED FIRE, AND AN INTENSE FIRE FIGHT FOLLOWED.
THE PATROL SPLIT INTO SEVERAL ELEMENTS AND BROKE CONTACT WITH ENEMY FORCES. UPON RALLYING, THE PATROL COULD NOT LOCATE

S5G SEYMOUR. ND TEAM MEMBER COULD RECALL SEEING SS6 SEYMOUR AFTER THE INITIAL CONTACT (THUS IT IS NOT KNOWN IF HE WAS WOUNDED),
NOR DID THEY HEAR HIM AT ANYTIME. IF HE DEPARTED THE AREA, HIS DIRECTION OF TRAVEL WAS UNKNOWN. (REF 1)

DURING LATE SEPTEMBER OR EARLY OCTOBER 1967, A SOURCE REPORTED THAT HE OBSERVED A SPECIAL FORCES 1ST LIEUTENANT PW,

WHO WAS WOUNDED IN THE RIGHT ARM DURING A FIRE FIGHT WHILE HIS UNIT WAS CONDUCTING A NIGHT OPERATION IN LAOS. THE PW WAS
BEING TAKEN TO BO TRACH DISTRICT, QUANG BINH PROVINCE TO AWAIT TRANSPORTATION TO HANOL. (INFORMATION IN THIS REPORT. POSSIBLY

CORRELATES TO SS5G SEYMOUR) (REF 2)

04 28 MAY 1974, A REPORT INDICATED SSG SEYMOUR'S LAST KNOWN LOCATION IN THE VICINITY OF COORDINATES YB 575 326 (NFI).

(REF 3) : .

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS DF THE SITE

INVOLVED IN THIS CASE. THIS INDIVIDUAL 'S NAHE AND IDENTIFYING DATA WAS TURNED OVER TO FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH
A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE. NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. SSG6 SEYMDUR IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE PRESUMPTIVE

STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.

References - 31 July 1975

REFERENCES USED: i. RPT, FOB 2, USMACV, W/STATEMENTS, 3 SEP &7. 2. RPT HQ 449TH SAG, IR 1516-8514-78, 4 MAY
78. 3. RPT, ADJUTANT GENERAL U.S. ARMY, DD FORM 1308, 28 MAY 74.




- NMEAUQUARKILKD . _’T
{ DEPARTMENT OF THE oMY ( '

i : OFFICE OF THE ADJUTAN; NERAL MY

) ALEXANDRIA,-V V"i;ﬂﬂa . . e W

Y« REPORT N}LHSER AND TYpge 2. DATE PREPARED

REPORT OF CASUALTY A 0362 FINDING OF DEATH LA 00150 | 23 April 1976

3, SEAVICE IDENTIFICATION (Na-u, Soclal Security Number, Grede or Rate, Co-perum. Hranch and Organisatien), { MO3/ N]CY
SEYMOUR, LEO EARL; harsd _ SFC; RA; C DET, 5TH SFG, VIETNAM 11C4S

] & CASUALTY STATUS

&[X] satTLE c NON-.A.TTLI _b. LOMMENGCED ;roun DATE: 20 Decemberv 1965

e, statum [Jocatw [X] xia [ wssing [] smsing v action  []camrures ] oruzn

‘|4 oavei_21 April 1976 . e FLack: taos = ___ (peciin

.| 1. cause & circumstances: See item 13

$. 8. DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH b RACE . C. SEX 4 RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE
14 May 1942, Bradford County, pa_| Caucasian Male . Baptist

$. DATE AND PLACE OF LAST ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN CURRENT STATUS AND HOME OF RECORD AT TIME
29 June 1966, Vietnam Towanda, PA

7a. PAY GRADE Tb. 8ASIC PAY €. INCENTIVE/ACDITIONAL PAY |4 CHECK IF APPLICASLE
E-7 . DATA x] ves O weo O crnew ] masaenen:

. DUTY STATUS
ACTIVE: ON DUTY

3. INTERESTED PERSONS (N-cmo.Adduat, Ralluona‘l.llp) DA:I'[ OF RECORD OF EMERGENCY DATA FORM: Undated
Nelson H. Seymour, DATA . Father 1
Madeline R. Kaminski, DAy A Mother
Mr. Leo B. Seymour, DATA _ Grandfather 2(50%) 3(50%7)
~Mrs. Leo B. Seymour, address same as above, Grandmother 2(507) 3(50%)
10. REPORT FOR VA TO 11, REPORTING COMMAND AGENCY AND DATE.REROAT RECEIVED IN DERARTMENT |
FOLLOW ] ves [ wo HQ DA, WASH, D. C. 21 April 1976

12, PRIOR SERVICE DATA

|i;| ves [ wo RA 13 789 193

13, REMARKS

Ref 4f:

Under the prov1sions of Section 555, T1t1e 37 United Statcs Code, and upon directlon
and delegation of authority by the Secretary of the Army, The Adjutant General finds
SFC Leo E. Seymour, to be dead. He was officially reported as missing in action on
3-July 1967, while on-a combat operation engaged in a firefight with a hostile force:
As provided by, and for purposes of Sections 551-558, Title 37, United States Code,
death is presumed to have occurred on 21 April 1976. Remains not recovered.

Replaces 5TH GORRECTED MISSING IN ACTION REPORT issued 28 May 1974.

EM was a 856 E-6 with base pay of 0474 when he became missing.
YB 575 326 LAGS

IOy M ¢ TS 1y ¢ Aru —mges = mw s satoe o mp e s me— e s ielaas

FOOTNOTES:

1, Adult next of kin. (
2. Beneliclary tor gratuity pay in event there le no eurviving wile or chiid~ae dosignated en record of smergency date.

3. Beneliciary for unpaid pay and allowancee~es deeignated on recad of emergancy deta. X
14. DISTRIBUTION 18, SIGNATURE ELEMENT
B-2-6 BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: _
IGMR o . .
DEVENS : . o 5 ;

Adjutant Geners! LJ \
a FORM !_3 a REPLACES DO FORM 1200, | MAREO, WHICH 18 OBSOLETR, -
\ FEB 73 f,

0750 a-(



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ANMY VICTNAM
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96374

|. AVHAG-PAC : 3 Movember 1971

v
1
o
!
!
i
1

i SUBJECT: SSG Leo E. Seymour (lidssing im Action)

i HQDA (DAAG~PSC-R)
WASH D C 20315

i 1. Reference. a,: Board of Inquiry perteining to SSG Ieo E. Seymowr,
i RA 13 789 173, dated 3 September 1967.

b. Department of Dafense Intelldpence Imrormation Report, Subjuch:
Observation of US F4 in Quang Binh Pr ovinca, dated 4 lay 1970
Source: JPRC, Hq MACV.

o1

2. The attached intelligence report vas obtained from SS5G Scymour's _
- ! file at JPRC. Tho, information contained in 4hiis report appears o E .

[ describe SSG Seymour; however, the report only received an cvaluation
. of F6. Request a check of records be made of missing personncl during
' this period of time who match this description and speak fluent Vietrimese. B
3. Request this document be added to the bourd of inquliy as additional
evidence; however, recommend that his status be continued as ndssing in '
action pending receipt of further information.

i FOR THE COMMANDER:

o AL

/} ( " *‘ U S

1 Incl GEO"tGh V. JENKS < T
as ITC, AGC SEL LT
Asst iaj Gen

Copy Furnished

USMACV JPRC (vd all incl)
: USARV DCSOPS, CI Br
i CO, US Fortuary, TSN

pech pa cds sousv 1 Stavde

i |
O»u,qaé %W/—W&MMO m%&w@w)

»

. : 77%'%/ o
- . N7 /%7/ ;



- v‘ & .u.uhq (173 nﬂml Ealsnre of tte United N
% Siates wiikin the comnirg <l the soplonale
e '. lowe, THis (8, U.3.C., $oc. 193 und 794.
=l The tranaedoston ct 1ho revelatlzn of fte
-!' © conlente In ony f1nnct fo 8 Lna whoelred .
=4 poresn (> pechiilied by favr. .

Thic sopat cordelrs wrowrceered Infcrnction.
Plont ert/ce follztes clicidd eol Lo evelve

O &odtilod colely wa tha bizle ¢! thic cag-0rt.

|

£| counrny, ‘]{m'ﬂ{ VIEH\}J{ ] . . e.REFOAY uu_-..,c.u. 1‘)16 0514 10

(5800-05)

-:ia SUBJECT: (U) Obs“r\'atlon of US P in- s.oate oF nevont: 4 Nay: 1970

Qu:m‘, Bmh Provinos @ (C‘

10, »o orers 7

..\—n.nnha

=183, 15€ nuusEn: 72}.600

B 3

r.%'l,

’}(t) " ucrwuc-s SICR: D-~7CX~200C0
' 0 DIRM: 651, 6G3

He, DATE OF INFORUATION: Ovtooer 1907 2. ctucmeaton:  HG 6L99Lh Speciel Aztidlics Creup
N ‘-.

5. PLACE AND OLYC OF fCa: I‘WGIG 100 I S . eageance ev: HBRRY Go THCMPEOI, Tarnt, UgLw
129 April 1970 Dat G, 6499th Sp foly Cp

m

.a-.-.._\u.m:r.-~f.lawa.r'.1.v.~.- lt.n--’lm

G tVALUAYION zouncc F IHFORMATION . 6

W APPROVENS AUTHOMTY:

v.eounce: Captive LE VAN GUY

PP SRR S O I VIS

4:(1f VEAN Qry) " i

TR N I

"':" suMUARY(CTTD) Phie roport prov‘deu infor wiion coneoining the caviure and N [T m.....\,l?

:'5 subozquent obpervation of a US Army Special Forceg let lizuteranie. .Sovros :

ﬂ‘ obacrved cud gpoke with the lieutenant (5 Vietnas :2) for a periol of :

~%. approximately one howr during the la%ter part of Sopteinher or eaxly Octobaw h
4. 1967 in Qaeng Binh Provinoe, NvH. Sourse heard the US offizax uas ea t:;-ed

« in Inogp. NO YOREICH DISSZUINATION ezrazt epplied o Prﬂc"t Tnor:a.
%y -‘.kczr..ir." ve oparations in L.lOS‘

Ca s FSF&

-%@ww@%&J

DO\'T\CPAD.I) AT 12 YEiR Ii'TrPVALS

CQII{.&V.FOL’ f NOT AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED

:
: / |
! ) _ ,
i (?,éyz_cc ?cf g
3 | ;
ottt it d
;_%_ SOURCE  DESCRIPTION : i
) 3 1, (U) ‘he information in '_thih report wac obieinad throvgh o XYW intarwogubicn . - - :
3. conducted by an USAF interrogator. Source was bLorn on 29 July 1949 in NIWH \
l: . H04 Village; Gio Khaah Distrlct, Ninh Binh Proviuse, IVif; where he rasaivzd 3
=i ten'yoars £ormsl edusation. Source wesz dfafizd into thz NYA end infiltxstsi ‘
_7.3 ‘into- the B during Auguist 1988 and when capiursd on 23 February 1970, was &
TE6pl in the Q-90, Firat Digtriot, DANANC City (Sapper) Unite. Sourss chiainod
_::‘l 1hc hu‘omati'*n 1n tb{c report .,h“oxr-n pe rrovml observation and he a.r_,,.xy. '
:ﬁ‘ﬁ ouvnlnunou BY ONIGINATON . ..17: OOVtNCllADIINC DATA: lr...AvtAcuucuv DATAL
i CIRC2AC, cmcmcpm, ~ CROUP 11T NOKE

P SR T Y WIS T30  F AN L A

¢

"t CClesaiicitza end Continl Buihte il

€
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i
A .
. . . ncront ke 1646 0514 0 i
- CORTINUATION SHEET .. jracs g or 3 TN
f Fortcinaron Ll ohi7w) .. wclal i
L. Tm e chetivities Groug i
. . (Chucl'itn!lan rnd Con'nl M !
— T b 53T, . H
. ‘Leave titon .
OBQllrl' TION OF A-US-PY AN QUANS BIXH } 0V.'.1~.("~.. L SRR A
k2 Cl:ccu.mstnnces .of Obszsry vationt TDuring the lettsy pax't ;2
c= ffirst part of Qziober 1967y Scurce was assigned to an LVA infant
s \rh.lt.{\.,\ 2.6 Araining. fw the vicinity. of Station 20 (Bcsnt losatkion 'n.}:r. LB
= . pQuang Binh Pro-.'mce, NVN.  After the wnit complelcd n training oxs i
= ppersonnel vere given a rest period. During the rest peried, S:rr e zbs: : H
;. [four:NVA colalers, soting gs guards, and onz US ¥ ey proaching the wnit nvre:
=. [Theee in\-.wr’-vald stoppéd at Station 20 and romalmed thene for glpl.:_:‘o.-.m..c.‘..a‘y
two houre. < : : _
NI - . X . . . . - l/;-,-— " H
i : I O iz j
3. Desexiption of the Wx ‘ : : ' £ i
. . 1
1 . : . - :
je. Conditions The ’acr;csm 6fficexr had been vounded in the Yight axa |
s . : N , !
during o fire fight which led to his subseg: zapliuces  The PV vze a¥le to L
walk erd avpe ared to cui‘fer only minur diccanfori freos the wouwnde “‘ -
! ‘ :
i fb. Trcatmen‘.,; During the fix_‘st houe -of the layovaer ol St 1t,c:' :
cz. figuards allowed the FW to eat e meal and td xeate Shoutly thereaf !
= fof NVA coldinrn (including So.u‘ce) approeched the capiive and bagan. ¥ 4
vith hizn {n Vietnusiese. ‘Ioa.rce was somedlint curpriscd thut the )
= gpack fluent Vietnamese. The oonversation with the cwptive vas \
=7 contnmn for orproxing.tclv one houx', and Sowwrer edviced that he h
by !meter of the imerican officer for,that pericd of time. Souves g y (
=.. ives friendly 'to the NVA soldiere/and that thoy in lurn treated h.m vi \-ll £’ i i
oo bexd kindness. The curlous 1‘.’A sal’diers g-:».va the Lwerizan weter and oiguy ;
w ‘¢ Glothings’ ‘Ihe US PV was dressed in black pajomas end HO CHI WIKY {yp: : !
== lrubber cax -‘.les. Source observed no other ¢jothing or equipisnt. ) I
= a. <Pb,y'sic‘a1 Description of the PW: i
o . et !
llamex r\‘mo“'n. 3
S P {}_‘\ank: lct l‘eutan:mt. i . i
ool R N T . . . At
Bl‘ anch of Servlcel US Arw. ‘
‘,‘Natlcrx:xli‘yx Americ.rc*_...- . . C e PR IR |
" . e - :,
-.B" - Racér ‘Cancasian. E
N ' . i
_Ased 27 to 28 yeara. ;
i c 7 '
i .
. " Heights 1.80 peterse | - | ) ’F'
: : T . - ) é .
Weightt GO to 9:) kiIOgrams. 4
Eyess blu&: gref'no . .
. 5
Haire dark brown, medium lengthe . S
= ) _-Facial fea.tures: beard (estima-‘ce-l Towr Yo five deyc crwd-\ !
13 | i
= ’ S"ars or distinguishlng ma }' Nanc. ;
CE Tattooz: néne. % i
Jawelryt mnone observed. L
; - - i 23 D I LTI CATIEL SIS :




o

. .o N nceonr k2. 1616 0534 9 |
COKTINUATION SHEEY | - ThoE g °or i
: . : FaRICINATOR Hy ol !l
. - (CIJ:a”-'t:llin.:n{C_'::..‘-u! t.:f,; . ' Retivitis l‘
= ' b T Teeve fitamt -
T edthi et Tobgervad,” T T T Ie
H - K DU . B . b
- @. Deszription of the Interrogator: (Source furaiszhed the fillow ing ;1'
l..§ information to an interpreter/after the interrogator left the »oon): ‘l
! c : |
H ]
;__ QUESTION 'AN SURR, : AGITAL ;
Yo Heighta . 1. 90 maters 1.92 wmotere. |
; o . ﬁ
: 89 kllcvr_we. : 80 kilogvumse .l
Eyeas ' brown. Lo, }
% Hair: © byow. brown. .J
; rger o e 28
w54 (@AECive antsnccs of Capiuret Source learncd thirivgh copversation vith ihs
:_:1 guards that fhs lieutenant had been part of en Awervicea Special Frrod
‘-_-;,’! that hed ettempted o conduct night opovation in Lacz. Source hiexd thz wall
l'_:, was trensported by helicopters, dbut had bosa embushed iru'- iately uwpon \
=2 lauding. Source was told the other members of the unit (exact nutheor waknowiy) ¢
2. had been killed in the action which had inkexn place ('DprO\ fuately coven to \‘\~ ¢
'-,~_§-' ten. doy° prior to the’ date of cbservatione g
) : / ;
3 5. _ Ad.dxtlonal Informationl Sourse could rot rranl) the deteils of hiie \) Lo
::}'.’" converaztion with the American officer. Spurcs: remombzred thal the crpiive Ty
r3. mentioned that he was married erd had two children. Source proviizd na = \\\.' .
=3 infoFxation rogarding the fLinal destination ¢ ultimute disposition of the Voo
< Py, but jxdicatec that he was told the lieutensnt wus being taoken to Do 'Cf ¥

H .
IO PR TS

. {
- A e S T B N A AL STl L S kYD L ST T et K
.
<
.--‘t..rsa— T TS - N
) )“ any < L e E
| LT :._ TRTMATES aF $Zeu M12. gt e
R Cier, :ll'-u.sn 403 Torte! Mo pasc) - . MUR_nTa 1 et 43

- theoughouy 1,h= interregation. GControl guactionn ravoaled no atizudis =

'relat=d all fe ts to t}‘e bost of his gbi hu)o '

- Distriet, (uaug Binh Frovince, NVN to await fucther tx nvport atien o w

unkno\m location in HM{OI.

-

) CO}mr‘ﬂ‘S OF T}h- COLI‘-‘C 7‘1 :

S I -..--l'..‘.~ . e

' i
6. (U) Scz:rc appf_xred to be of a'rerd;;e aucll (,“n:e ml vas CJC“’ILL.’
.
2

. deception. The interrogator felt Scurce was t:“lhful in .1n answire o

"'7. (u) Thm renort par\.ie.lly satieflfs the req\ummeﬁ of SICR-

" D—7G{- 20000 gnd T4 h u' ICP LM,u(l)

'8. (U) Collection eetion on Source. is temumte He has no othar
4-—1nfor'mation or iﬂ‘erast to air imellipenc o ’ ’

9, (U) The 1nIorma.t10n in this report was laterally disseminated to ‘he

" -2, € Co, 5th Spef'is.l Forces croup, DAWANCG, RVN.

1
b e e
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{ : I (.‘.\a'ecurny- Glassific{ om) -

.MISSING PERSONNEL STATUS WORKSHEET

NAME: . N .l . . ..‘; -’«.-: .,.'!-:' ' .. - ' DATE mpm: P

1RO E, SETMOUR - C e I samete
GRADE: SN UNIT: A : ' )
330 K6 RA_13 789 193 C4C Det., Sth SIG,-APQ SF 962L0

1. Circumstances of Initial Missing Status:

Inuvmmmt.mm.mtum1mchwammrmmmuw-
dmtrcneontm

2. Last Status Reported Through Casualty Channels:
Board of Inquiry for Missing Person, dated 3 Sep 67. -

3. Intelligence Channels Reports: ' . ~

Negative reports pertaining to possible czptured status have been received,

4. Actions Taken to Determine Subject's Status:
a. Search orto.rt.s have been negative,

b, Tbcmrturiosin&“hnnconnmodthatth-ydomtuw bouevodtobotemins
for this individual, ,

5. Comments Furnished by Intelligence Sources (USMACV J2):

Bo addi{tional information was available concerning possible dispoaiucn of t.hta in-
dividual,

-

HQ USARV Form 58 26 Nov 66

(Security Classification) -



! ( (Security Classifid .., .

6. Discussion:

.-
- EN

No evidence m bun' dium.nd which vould iuiﬁt u dmminin‘ tbo. mnnt mtu
of this individual. Search efforts have been negative with no remins rocmrod.
Intelligence reports have provided no uldit.icml inforsmtion, -

-

7. Conclu81on(s)

1. There is no conclusive widonco of desath of this Mudml.

2. Poasibility does exist that he is alive and is pronntly being detained by hostile
forces.

8. Recommendation(s):

That 835G Seymour be continued in mlssing hostile action status,

_Téecurity Classification) -




FORWARD OPERATIONAL BASE NUMBER TWO
UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM
: APO U.S. Forces 96499

3 September 1967

L] -

SUBJECT: Board of Inquiry for Missing Person

THRU: Comrpanding Officer
Command and Control Detachment
APO U.38. Forces 96337

TO: Comrmanding Officer
5th SFG (Abn), 1st SF
ATTN: AVGB-JA
APO U.S. Forces 96240

1. A Board of Inquiry for Missing Person was convened pursuant to
Special Orders Number 239, Headquarters, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne),
1st Special Forces, APO San Francisco 96240, dated 28 August 1967. .y

2. The Board of Inquiry consisted of Major Alfred H. Paddock Jr, 091
483, Member; Captain John T. Morzenti, 05 324 828, Member and First Lieutenant
James M, Kinnebrew, 05 329 371 Member and Recorder.

3+ The afore mentioned board convened at 0900 hours, 3 September 1967
to determine the atgtus of Staff Sergeant Leo E. Seymour, RA 13 789 173, HHC
(c&C), 5th SFG (Atn), 1st SF, APO 96240, missing in action as of 3 July 1967.
All members were present,

Lo According to wltness interviews end written statements, inclosed,
Staff Sergeant Seymour, while leading a joint US/indigenous reconnaissance patrol
signaled a break near a well used trail. While resting, the patrol watched a
nunber of enemy (conflicting opinions on the exact number) move past them and
halt within ear shot., Staff Sergeant Seymour then directed an air strike on
the suspected enemy location. Following the air strike Staff Sergeant Seymour
directed the team to move into tha area for a BDA, but changed his mind and set
up en ambush on a small secondary trail instead., While he was readying the
patrol for the ambush, two (2) sizable enemy columns converged on the trail
junction and noticed the propaganda poster tacked on a nearby tree by a patrol
member, Realizing it was not there before, they began searching and spotted



the forward security man of the team. He opened fire, and a sharp exchange
followed, The team split into several elements and broke contact. Upon
rallying, the team could not find Staff Sergeant Ssymour, No team member
could recall seeing him after the initial contact, nor did they hear him at
anytime. He was not seen to be wounded, and his direction of tragvel, if he
departed the area at all, was unknown, ..

5. It is the conclusion of the board that there is no evidence to
gubstgntiate the status of Staff Sergeant Seymour as other than Missing In
Ac ti on °

6. The following individuals on the reconnaissance team were not avail-
able for questioning, having left FOB 2 since that timal

Staff Sergeant Joe W, Phillips, RA 17 412 087, currently asaigned
MACV Recondo School, 5th SFG (Atn), 1st SF, APO 96240,

Ha Van Tuong, AWOL since 15 July 1967.

| (a2 %W
6 Incls AL H. PADDOCK JR 0 AMES M,

as Major, Infantry Captain, Infantry 1st Lt, Infantry
Member Member Msmber/Recorder



8-T-A~T=-E~M-E-N-T

12 Ootober 1967

On July 3rd 1967, I was the so-pilot on the 170th Helicopter which
vent in %0 extract a lons man flashing a pansl. 4s we went into his position
to extract him with a MoGuire Rig, I saw him drop the panel and piok up a gun.
At this time we received intense fire which had to be almost directly
underneath us. The.man wvas definitely orisntal., As fer as oonsidering that
individual friendly, I say that either he was friendly and forced to lure us
in or he was an enemy. I don't think the enemy could have gotten that olose
to him without him kmowing {t and from the direction of the fire, they were
very close to the man with the panel, Needless to say, after we took 34
hits wo immedistely left end that is a1l I can say about this incident.

' /a/Fred J, Frits
FRED J. FRITZ
W-1 UsA
170th Hel Asslt Co

CERTIFIED TRUE COPYs

T. M I

Captain, Infantry
Adjutant, FOB f2

Tyec. 9



19 September 19 67

SeoTow o om Brdon Tl T

At approximately 1230 hours, 3 July 1967 whil: on a Recon Mission
SSG Seymore pliced me up to the rear of an mmbush eite we wore aitt:lng
up. That was the last time I saw S3G Seymore,

JOE W, PHILLIP3
RA 17 412 Q87
SFC, Recando 3chool, NACV

T 7



ST AT BeM-E-N-T

ﬂ(/h 3 July 1967, while on a classified mission supporting 5th Special
Forces at Kontum, I was inatructed by Major long to make an extraction of
one CIDG that had been , seperated from his tesm. The man was in a small
field epproximately 100 meters from the rest of the grfoup. The extraction
was to be made by MocGuire rig. 4Aa I terminated my approach at 100 feet
above the man, I received heavy ground fire end was forged to leave the
area, As I passed over the men, I saw that he was dressed in the standard
uniform end waving a signal panel, This was the only person I sew in or

around the Landing Zono%///
aﬁ&%m. ﬁ , V3154722

170th Assault Helicopter Ccmpa:v
Aroraft Commender



S5-T-A-T-E-M-E-N-T

3 September 1967

-

On 3 July 1967 I vwas a member of RT Texas, at this time we were on a
mission in our OA, we were moving in an easterly direction and we stopped on
a small hill for a break. JPuring this halt we heard voices and saw approx~-
imately seventeen enemy forces moving down s trail approximately 25 meters fram
our position. 8SG Seymour called the FAC for an airstrike on the enemy., 4in
airstrike was delivered within 30 minutes and then anothser air strike was de-
livered in the area where the enemy was thought to be. Approximately 10 minutes
after the second air strike, SSG Seymour then decided to move on the trail for
a BDA, We moved on to the trail and procedded in the direction that the enemy
had taken, We came upon a secondary trail and I put up a PsyWar poster, SSG
Seymour then decided to set up an ambush, During the preparation of the
ambush, the original 17 enemy came back to the trail junction and met up with
a larger group, believed to be a company size unit, At this time ons of the
enemy gaw the PgyWar poster and said something about it, which I later found
out he said, this poster was not here 1 hour ago, theres enemy in th& area.
Upon aaying this two of the enemy either proceeded on the secondary trail or
saw myself and SSG Seymour lying on the trail and attempted to fire & us,
Sgt Nguyen Cong~Cu the VN Team Sergeant. At this time shot the two enemy
and a fire fight broke ocut, As the team started withdrawing, I believe I ran
into SSG Seymour, I was on his left flank and was the last to leave other tHan
Seymour, As I was moving down the trail someone bumped into my left side -
knocking me down. I got up not noticing who it was and proceeded to move towards
the team, 4s I caught up to the team I asked if anyone saw Seymour, and one of
the members said that he saw Seymour hit and running and another gaid he saw
he saw Seymour hit and fall, these stgtements were retracted later, The team
moved approximately 400 meters and we came upon a large deadfall, I decided to
move the team into this deadfall to wait until the enemy left the area at this
time myself and two indigenous were crawling in the deadfall and the yrest of the
tean was hit from the rear and a second fire fight broke out and the team split
up, After approximately 1 hour I moved out towards a large river in our area,
upon getting to ths river, I was joined by another American, 8SG Phillips and
one indigenous. While waiting for an extraction, we recieved word that there
was & lone man approximately 150 meters to our rear and he would be extracted
first., During the attempted extraction the helicopter received ground fire frug
the vicinity of this lone individual and an order vas given for ths A1Es to
bomb the area. It is my belief that this lone msn was SSG Seymur and he wasg
KIA during the bombing. .

me.m%

8SQE6, RA 12 550 108
FOB #2, APO U.S. Forces 96499

pile



S«T=A~T=E-M~E~N-T

3 September 1967

: -

On the 3rd day of the operation we discovered noise of the enemy moving.
They move from northwest to southeast after the advisor call air stiike.
After words everything quiet. The advisor give us order to eat chow, after
finigh chow we get order to move to the direction of the Viet Cong, Then we
meet one group of Viet Cong strength about a company, - They are moving infrent
of us, In the mean time we get order to set up ambuah The ambugh prepared
and we lay quite, waiting for enemy and open fire, But the VC diacover us in the
same time, Sgt Cu open fire first, The reason enemy have hsavy fire powsr so
we hgve to withdraw, after ws fire back, We contact and move to the northeast,
about 400 meters then stay and set up psrimeter. We have commo contact tocall
choppers. In the mean time inspect is missing one US Adviaor team leader, but
myself I don't know when we lost him,

Ue make contact with enemy after 10 or 15 nixmtes later., We all scratched
up running, Each man ran different direction. Since that time we contact with
each other, except myself and Mr Nga running together. After two days we move
up to Heavy Drop and a chopper picks us up.

TRAN DUC AN



S=TA=T=EwMeE-N-T

3 September 1967

On the 3rd da.. of the operation we stopped and took a break near the
trail, which we didn't know was there until one group of enemy passed by,
Many groups of enemy passed by our position. The first group estimated at about
40 men, the second group and third group had 30 men and the fourth group had
approximately 6 men. Two men infront of thia group seemed to bs sick they didn't
look to healthy. The enemy moved on the trail about 200 meters from us, Then
stop and cut tree. After a few minutes air strikes come. When air strike over
the advisor told us to eat, After finish eating, give order to mave down the
trail and corss trail about 15 meters then the U3 tell us in line in ambush to
capture a prisoner. Mean while we sitting about 3 mimutes we see the enemy
coming down the hill and some come up the hill. They btreak down into groups
to look for us., When they arrive infront of us they meet each other and stay
there talking and discover us. When we crossed the trail we left foot prints.
In the game time both sides open fire., The enemy group is to large for us,
80 we turn back and check, We found miasing one US Team Advisor, but still
keep running, We rmm nearly one kilometer and arrive at one trail. ‘In that
one time one group fo VC moving on the trail, They ask whoes there, no answer,
they open fire., Mean while they open fire wa've got to cross one tree that had
fallen down, We jeard the VC yelling assault and capture us., In that time we
spread out each man go different direction. I was running myself, About half
an hour (30 minutes) I meant US Advisor carrying the radio and I fillow him and
move to river side, until 1800 hours we were picked up by chopper. -

e S
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We make contact with the enemy at 1100 hours on the 3rd day of. operation,
Whole team was stopped at hill gide. We saw about one campany moving on the
trail in fromt of us. At the time SSG Seymour team lsader US Advigor call the
air strike. SSG Seymour is given order to team to move down and recon situation.
After ve move down the trail that the enemy took before the air strike, About
100 meters we came upon a sscondary trail, The US Advisor S8G Seymour gave
order to prepare ambush and capture prisoner. The US Advisor gtayed with the
ambush and the team went to find a place to hide, but we did not have enough
time because the enemy was returning., The enemy returned and gtood in front
of us taking and one of them has discovered us. 8gt Cu ghoot down two VC,

We have few men open fire on them and run during ths running we made contact
one more time and this time we get scratched from running in jungle. I and

one other man of the team Tran Duc An were lost for 3 days. On 6 July we moved
up to Heavy Drop where we were picked up by helicopter and takem to Bakto.

From Dakto we were taken to FOB 2.

TRAN VAN NGA
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The 3rd day of mission at 0700 hours we move from the first hill to
second hill we get the order to take rest, After few minutes we smaw about
one company of VC, The moving on the trail from northwest to southeast, US
team leader told us kesp the place we take rest and call air strike., Air striks
until 1200 hours. We eat chow at 1215 hourd after that we move down the trail
to observe. I am point man, I get order from US team leader move on the trail
which VC had moved before. We move to the junction of the trail we set ambush,
US team leader told us we divide team for two small group ( one group set up
ambush and the other go to catoh prisoner). We still talk about the ambush
we hear some noise, we keep silence, We saw a group of VC move back on the trail
they stop at the junotion and they saw us so that 3gt Cu ghoot them, 2 VC get
killed. We keep firing and kesp moving., We run about one kilometer we eaw the
second group of VC they have to many men, they attack us so that team broken,
we run off each man follow each way. I follow (11) US Advisor, My advisor
have rgdio so that the contact with L-19 at 1800 hours chopper cam_to pick up

DUQNG VAN BAC

Thats what I see and lmow,
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The 3rd day of mission while team take rest on the hill, we saw about one
company of VC. They keep moving on the trail from northwest to southeast. 1
US team leader czll air gtrike until 1200 hours. After we ate chow US team leader
told with tgam move down the trall which VC had moved, When we moving on the
trall US team leader want to set ambush at junction of trail. After 10 minute
we saw a group of VO move back on the trail. This time they saw us to so that
I start to shoot and 2 VC get ki1led. They attacked us we withdrawing to the
south abotit one kilumeter we saw one more group of VC. They attack us again
because they have to many men we can not keep firing so that all team broken.
We missing some people at the second time.

Wy
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FH AMENBASSY VIENTIANE

10 AIG 969 S:CSTATE VASHOL 6367

UNCLAS SECTION 81 OF B2 VIENTIASE 06336

STATE FOR EAP/VLC

£.0. 12356: K/A

TAGS:  HOPS: 1A, KPOW

SUBJ: DETAILEG REPORT OF INVESTIGATION; CASE 8758
DIA: PASS TO DOD POW/HIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFF ICE
FROH CJTFFA DET THREE, VIENTIANE

REF: VIENTIARE 80321/JTFFA DET 3 8916217 FEB 33

HAP: (L7815 (6438 1) (3)) DAK PELOUAT

1. SUHHARY OF [MVESTIGATION: REF IS THE SUMHARY
REPORT FOR JFA 33-3L, WHICH INCLUDED OPERATIONS 1IN
XEKONG ARD ATTAPU PROVIKCES. CN 24 JAK: 1933 & JOINT
U.S.-LAO TEAN INVESTIGATED CASE 8758 AND SURVEYED THE
AREA SURROUNDING THE LAST KKOWN LOCATION CF S5
SEYKOUR, THE UNACCOUNTED FOR INJIVIDUAL INUQLVED 1N
THIS CASE.  THE TEAM OBTAINED X9 IKFORMATICS
CONCERK)NG THIS CASE FROM LOCAL VILLACEES AXD
FARKERS. THE TEAM WAS UNABLE 10 LOCATE REMAINS
PERSONAL EFFECTS: A GRAVE SITE. OR ARY PAYSICAL
EVIDENCE. RECONHEND THIS CASE BE HOVED TO INACTIVE
STATUS.

2. JOINT TEAN HEHBERS:
AOUS: R COEEREEERET, LA LEADIR

A SRR S|
sish1 eraESrETEm, mLYST
$S6 ESEREZI CRREG
$S6 TR, (0D

- HNC C Ty

B. LAG: LT CHANTHOUY. KND

3. DETAILS OF JHVESTIGATION:

- A ON THE MORNING OF 24 JANW 1993, HR QE=¥: MR
SOULINTHA: ATTAPU PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE AMD MR BALAKG.
PHOUVONGXAL DISTRICT CHIEF. TRAVELLED T0 BAN KA-OAUN
VILLAGE (YBS26313): PHOUVONGXAI DISTRICT, ATTAPU
PROVINCE: TO [NTERVIEW RESIDENTS CONCERNING CASE
8758, HONE OF -THE RESIDENTS OR LOCAL FARMERS HAD ANY
KNHOWLEDGE CONCERNING THE CASE. BAH KA-QUSX (AKA BAN
XON) 1S THE ONLY VILLAGE WITHIN A 16 KILOKETER RADIUS
OF GRID COORDINATES YBST5326: SSG SEYHOUR'S LAST
KNOWN REPORTED LOCATION.

- B. AT BAN KA-OUAN. THE TEAH TALKED ¥ITH ASSISTANT
VILLAGE CHIEF, MR AT. AND ASKED Hit AXD.OTHER

1Nt

UNGLASS I FIED . INCOMING

Diaf, 150

ASSEMBLED VILLAGERS [F THEY HAD ANY KHOWLEDGE OF THE
REFNO G758 INCIDENT. MR AT EXPLAINED THAT THEY DID
KOT KNOW OF THE INCIDENT BECAUSE DURING THE WAR YEARS
THE RESIDENTS OF THE VILLAGE LIVED IN THE HOUNTEINS
APPROXIMATELY TWO DAYS WALK TO THE HORTHEASI, CLOSE
T0 THE VIETNAHESE BORDER. [N 1975: THE VILLAGERS
RETURNED TO THE XE XOU RIVER AREA AND REESTABLISHED
BAN HOUAYKEO A FEW KILOMETERS TO THE WEST. [N 1978
THEY HOVED T0 THEIR PRESENT LOCATION TO ESTABLISH BAM
KA-O0UAN.

C. VITHOUT NEW INFORHATION, THE JOINT TEAH
SURVEYED THE AREA SURROURDING SSG SEYMOUR'S LAST
KNOWN REPORTED LOCATION. THE TEAK FLEW T0 A SANDBAR
IN THE XE XOU RIVER AT GRID COORDINATES YB575323: 188
HETERS SOUTH OF SSG SEYHOUR'S LAST KNOWN LOCATION.
THE TEAM JOINT TEAM HEMBERS THEN SEARCHED THE AREA
SURROUNDING SSG SEYHOUR'S LAST KNOWN LOCAT 10N,
BORDERED BY HILLS ON THE EAST AND WEST, THE XE XOU —
RIVER ON THE SOUTH: AKD A SHALL STREAM ON THE KORTH
THE TEAN BEGAN BY WALKING 1N A SKIRKISH LIKE FROH THE
SURVEY'S STARTIKG POIKT AT GPS GRID COORDINATES
YB575325, TOWARD THE KORTH BETWEEN THE TVO SHALL
HILLS TO GPS GRID COORDINATES YB575326. THE TEAH
THER WALKED KORTHEASTERLY ALONG THE BASE OF THE
EESTERN HILL TO ANOTHER SHALL STREAM AT APPROXINATELY
CRID COORDINATES YBS76327. FROM THERE, THE TEAK
HOVED SOUTHNEST TO THE BASE OF THE WESTERN HILL I
GPS GRID COCRDINATES YBS74326, AND FINALLY SOUTHEAST
T0 THE SURVEY'S STARTING POINT AT YBS75325. 1N THIS
DENSELY FORESTED AREA: THE TEAM SAW SEVERAL TRAILS 1K
THE AREA AND THREE BOMB CRATERS. HO REMAINS:
PERSONAL EFFECTS: GRAVE SITE. OR PHYSICAL EVIDEKCE
VERE FOUND.

§. HATERTAL EVIDENCE: HOME

BT

DLVR: CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU H1 (). . ACT
DLYR: COMSOCPAC HONOLULY H1 (1), .. ACT

88-81-84 (11 ACT FOR USCINCPAC HONOLULU H©) 19338/ 2/8838
T (@ €00 (@) o
G-201)...ACT FOR CG FHFPAC 13) 16477/ 3/9188

SSEC (1) Pao ()
RTD: 688-888/COPIES: 8812

214217842 81 OF 61 LOMXSSD 842/63: 611 1161121 FEB 33
CSH: UDTDARIZS BIBLCI _AMENBASSY VIEN”

AT IEN
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R 1181122 FEB 39 PSK 211280P14
FH AMEHBASSY VIENTIANE

T6 AIG HIKE SIX 2ERO SECSTATE WASHDC 6365

UNCLAS SECTION 82 OF 82 VIENTIANE 60336

STATE FOR EAP/VLC

£.0. 12356: N/A

TAGS:  HOPS: <LA: KPOW

SUBJ: DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION: CASE 8758

S. SURVEY RESULTS: HO REMAINS: PERSONAL EFFECTS:
GRAVE SITE, OR PHYSICAL EVIDENCE WERE LOCATED.

6. PERTINENT DATA OR LOCATION CHANGES: HONE

1. AREAS OR CASE FILE INFORMATION KOT {NUZSTIGATED:
¥ITH HO WITHESSES AVAIUABLE, THE TCAH ¥aS OKLY ABLE
T0 CONDUCT A SURVEY OF THE LAST KNOWN LOCATION AREA.

. RNALYST COMHENTS: HNO IKFORRATICN WAS QBTAINCD
FROK LOCAL VILLAGERS AND FARNERS LIVIKG [N BAK KA-
GUAN CONCERNING THIS CASE. BESIDES BAN KA-OUAK,
THERE ARE O OTHER VILLAGES KEAR SSC SEYHOUR'S LASI
KNOWN POSTTION. MO EVIDENCE WAS FOUKD DURING THE
SEARCH OF THE AREA.

9. SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST CGHMEKTS:  KOKE

16. TEAK CHIEF COMMENTS: FOLLON-UP BY CHECKING
VIETHAMESE GOVERNMENT [NFORMATEON SOURCES COHCERNING
THIS INCIDENT. ¢

11. JTF-FA/DET 3 COMMANDER RECOMHENDATIONS: HOUE
CASE B758 TO INACTIVE STATUS. GIXED

81

7 UNGLASSIFIED

O INCOMING

DLVR: COR JTF-FA HOHOLULYU Hi (5)...ACT

DLUR: CONSOCPAC HONOLULU Ki (1}...ACT

8-81-84 (13... ACT FOR USCINCPAC HONOLULU H ()
KOT A CDO (2

G-2(1). .. ACT FOR CG FHFPAC (3)
SSEC (1) Pao

19398/ 2/8898
164717 3/8188
RTD: B96-888/COPIES: 8812

1161127 FEB 93
AHEMBASSY VIEN

211288/841 g1 of 81 LDMXB492 B42/82:412
CSH: AULAB3TSS 842/83:291
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_FROM: JUDGE HAMILTON GAYDEN
KATHY BORAH DUEZ March 12, 1994

THE PHOTOS TELL THE STORY

In December, 1969, the Soviet Union broadcast an eleven minute
propaganda documentary aimed at discrediting the United States and
U.S. pilots in the Vietnam and Laos War. In the film there was shown
a collage or composite of captured American pilots in "Vietnam, Laos,
and China".

The Defense Department has acknowledged that the eleven minute
film was produced by the Soviet Union and shown on Soviet television in
1969. The Defense Department has responded to a handful of family
members who believe their next-of-kin may be on the composite, by unilat-
eral conclusions that the particular "head-shot" is of a returnee. None
of the inquiring families have been given a Defense Department analysis
of the particular photo in question.

The Defense Department acknowledges that the collage has ninety-
three (93) identifiable images of American POWs. DOD claims eighty-
eight (88) are identified as returnees from captivity in either South or
North Vietnam (none from Laos or other countries). DOD acknowledges that
five (5) identifiable men's remains were returned; DOD does not name
these returned remains.

In the backdrop of Dr. Stephen Morris's discovery of the "1205
document", a memorandum compiled by the North Vietnamese Chief of Staff
General Quang in 1972, acknowledging a total of twelve hundred and five
(1205) American POWs as compared to the release of five hundred and
ninety-one (591) in 1973 during Operation Homecoming; several family
members, activists, and interested photographic consultants decided to
undertake our own comprehensive analysis of the 1969 collage of American
POWs shown on Soviet television.

After months of concentration, photo comparison, family input, and
photographic consultations, a group of several have compiled our own
impartial analysis. The results are bittersweet: thirty-three (33) men
have been identified on the collage as men who were not returned in 1973;
another twenty-nine (29) are very good possibilities as being on the
composite yet not repatriated at Homecoming.

We have identified six (6) men whose remains were returned; and
these remains only returned in recent years, tending to prove the Viet-
namese maintained a warehouse of remains or these men were alive in 1973
and died in captivity after 1973.

We are able to identify twenty-six (26) men who were, in fact,
repatriated and who are on the collage, a few in coats and/or ties!

Our group also has evidence that the collage was only a part of
other photos, probably hundreds more. )

Out of the ninety-four (94) identifiable images, sixty-two (62)
are possibly still MIA/POW, accepting a slight margin of error.
Comparing our results to the 1205 minus 591 (returnees): between 50-60%
were retained after 1973!

i d...
21 continue



PHOTOS TELL THE STORY continued...

The thirty-three (33) men we believe are probably on the collage
are: Leo Boston (CO), John Bischoff (SC), George Mims (SC), Randolph
Suber (MO), Samuel Adams (FL), Kenneth Plumadore (NY), Leo Seymour (PA),
Albert Pitt (NY), Richard Hawthorne (NY), Raymond Paul Salzarulo (WV),
Ned Herrold (NJ), Michael Masterson (WA), Robert McMahan (IL), James
Grace (LA), Raymond Echevarria (NY), Albert Page Jr. (NH), Clifford
Cushman (SD), Roger B. Innes (IL), John Held (IN), Lucius Heiskell (TN),
Thomas Allen (OK), Alexander Palenscar (NY), Joseph Davies (VA), Ronald
Packard (CO), Wayne Eckley (OR), Michael Estocin (PA), Robert Pearson
(WA), Courtney Weissmueller (FL), Ronald Dexter (TX), Lavern Reilly (MN),
Kenneth Backus (NY), John 0'Grady (NY), and John Graf (NJ).

The twenty-nine (29) that are possibly on the composite are:
Brent Davis (CA), Billy Laney (FL), Walter Kosko (VA), Peter Stewart
(FL), John Robertson (WA), Robert Coady (LA), Ronald Wayne Dodge (CA),
Lawrence Helber (OH), David Williams (TN), Gerald Joseph Crossan (NY),
Gordon Wenaas (ND), William Stroven (MI), Jack McCrary (TN), Larry
Stevens (CA), Michael McEchanon (TX), Walter Moon (AR), Larry Jordan (CA),
Michael Dunn (IL), Robert Govan (DC), Martin Massucci (MI), Joseph Karins
(NY), william Glasson (CA), Charles Meldahl (WA), Glenn McCubbins (KS),
Willie Stark (NE), John Worcester (MI), William Foreman (MN), Lee
Nordahl (MI), and Stephen Kott (SC).

Also, there are several photos still under study and several
"unknown" photos, eight or so.

The six (6) men we identified whose remains were returned will be
kept to ourselves pending a DOD response, if any is forthcoming.

We also have identified thirteen (13) men captured in Laos, two (2)
in China, and one (1) returnee held prisoner for five years in Bejing
(and repatriated) but captured in North Vietnam.

Also in the film there is shown actual movies of Americans being
captured. At least two (2) are tentatively identified as Richard
Michael Allard (MI) and Luther Rose (TX).

A first generation copy of the collage plus mailing is available
at cost. Send fifteen dollars ($15.00) to Hamilton Gayden, 106 Commons
Drive, Nashville, TN 372@& /%

If you know any family members and are comfortable in discussing
this analysis with them, please do so.

Also, this analysis and the collage would make a very good magazine
or book pictorial expose that the American public can see with their own
eyes. There is no copyright or any other superior rights to the collage
or analysis. It is the product of over a hundred combined activists,
family members, and photographic consultants. If you would like to
contact magazine publishers, please do.

Hamilton V. Gavden, Jr.

GARNETT BELL continued...
.. Says the U.8. knows the Viet-

;‘lfsl.-;aoweonunuo to lie about
= 7= AMERICA®
0/‘_"-\/}‘

Garnett Bell will be speaking in DANBURY, CT,

of
May 24 -~ POW/MIA CT Forget-Me-Nots Forum and . Y "‘OF“ et
in WASHINGTON, D.C. on July 14 - National ~

C ®
Alliance of Families Forum. gee page 17 for FORUM details. Our POWs




PHOTOS TELL THE STORY continued...
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X SFC WILLIAM BOYLE
)

Bill was attached to the 5th Special Forces, MACV-S0G, based
out of Kontum, SVN. Bill was recently divorced (days before
his loss) and had one son, John, who was approximtely 3 years
old at the time of his loss. Bill also has a Mother who lives
in a Nursing Home.

Bill was presently on his third tour of duty.

We have been able to contact two eyewitnesses to Bill's loss:
Lt. Kinnard and SFC Brinkmeier. SF4 Lambert is deceased.

According to telephone conversations with both Lt.Kinnard and
SFC Brinkmeier this is their best recollections of that incident.
It appears LT. Kinnard was in command of a unit atop a 50'
hilltop in Attepau Province, Laos. This was a 5th SF operation
including indigenous personnel. It seems the unit was trapped
on this hilltop and had been there for approx. 5 days. At this
point they were out of food, water and ammo and had wounded
indig. personnel that needed evacuating. The team was in the
process of being overrun by NVA and were in dire need. LT
Kinnard contacted Dak-To and requested help. A CH-34 manned
by an ARVN team left Dak-To with supplies - as they approached
the area and attempted to land at the LZ they took on heavy
fire and were shot down, LT Kinnard then called for another
chopper and another CH-34 was sent along with an ARVN team,
they too, met the same fate. (I might add the pilot to one
of these CH-34's was Major An, his story appeared on the TV
program The Crusaders several months ago - he now lives in San
Francisco, CA and we have been in touch, however, since he
hadboth arms blown off in this incident he does not recall Bill.)
Another chopper was called for and Bill happened to be in Dak-
To that day and volunteered to help. Bill boarded a CH-34 along
with an ARVN team. Bill was the only American on board. The
decision was made to land the chopper on top of the 50' hilltop,
drop supplies, take on wounded and leave immediately as Lt.
Kinnard was attempting to get air strikes or help to releave
them of this situation. Lt.Kinnard indicated it was a rather
confusing, frightening and busy time as they were sure they
were going to be overrun and killed. He was in deep concern
for his men and their safety. Bill's chopper landed quickly,
Bill was seen kicking off supplies and loading wounded. As the
chopper was approx. 10' off the ground it was hit with a B-40
rocket. The rocket sliced thru the cargo door (which was open)
and out the other side. This separated the aircraft into two
parts allowing enough time for the pilot, co-pilot to escape
thru the cabin area. The door gunner was standing beside Bill
and he was blown out of the chopper. Several of the paramilitary
were also blown out of the chopper (some of them were already
dead). The pilot and gunner were unjured and the co-pilot had
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a broken arm. The chopper then caught on fire and burned up.
Lt. Kinnard said they were unable to search for Bill at that
time and assumed he was dead. When they were able to search
quite some time later they could not find anything. He stated
they were able to hold their defenses for several more days

at which time air support arrived and placed Napalm in the area
enough for the unit to descend down the hilltop to a safe LZ.
At which time they were rescued. Both Kinnard and Brinkmeier
are uncertain if Bill could of survived.

Joyceen Boyle (Bill's ex-wife, never remarried) has talked to
Brinkmeier on several occasions, however, he was to meet her

at her home last Christmas and never showed up. We have to
this date been unable to locate him or has he contacted us.

We have his address and phone # however, he is no longer there-
puzzling?

There are several descrepencies in the narrative as you will
read. The Source indicates Bill was a on a Caribou, however,

in my invesitagtion I cannot find where any Caribou when down

in SEA. Also they indicate and different date and different
location. I am not sure if the Source is mixed-up or if it

came from Bill and after 17 years of captivity if he could recall
all info exactly? Or it could very well be another serviceman.

If you will note the Source requests the JCRC reps to return
to his home for info on Bill, however, they failed to do this.
We have asked the JTF-FA why and they do not respond.

Also note at the end of the narrative the forget to censor the
name: LOH THARAPHANT. I am wondering if he is the Source all
along or not - the letters censored match the exact number of
letters in his name. I have read about LOH and that he was

a leader of the Laotian Freedom Fighters, helped the USAF during
the War, worked for Exxon in Bangkok and was of great help to

Bo Gritz and Chuck Patterson during their rescue attempts in

the early 1980's. I have unsuccessfully attempted to try to
locate Loh.

I have also unsuccessfully attempted to obtain information on
a Ta-Oy community (ethnic group) in Laos. No one seems to have
heard of this group.

I have send this information recently to Major Mark Smith however
I have not received a response.

Rather this narrative pertains to SFC Boyle or not it appears
to pertain to a US serviceman.

The narrative indicates the Source's source lied however, why
would the Source want the JCRC reps come to his home for info

on Bill? I wonder if the Source's source was scared, frightened
or threatened for some reason?



The Casualty Office has indicated to me that this crash site

wil be invesitaged in 1995. And they have passed info on Bill
to the Laotian Gov't June 1992. Yet their contension to the
family is that Bill died 2-28-70 and there is no body to recover
because it burned up and nothing is left. So why pay the Laotans
thousands of US money to investigate a crash site when they

are saying there is nothing left of Bill Boyle or the chopper
for that matter? He was the only American lost that day.

Well the pieces don't seem to fit 100% - what do you think?



XBOYLE, WILLIAM

Name: William Boyle

Rank/Branch: E7/US Army Special Forces

Unit: CCC/MACV-SOG, Stn Special Forces Group
Date of Birth: 26 November 1938 (Brooklyn NY)
Home City of Record: watrous PA

Date of Loss: 28 February 1970

Zountry of LoOSS: Laos

LOSS Coordinates: 143753N 1072404E (YB586188)
Status (in 1973): KilledsBody Not Recovered
category: 2

Aircrafts/vehiclesGround: CH34

other Personnel in Incident: (none missing)

REMARKS :

SYNOPSIS: SFC William Boyle was assighed to MACV-SOG (Military Assistance
command, Vietnam studies and Observation Group). MACV-SOG was a joint service
high command unconventional warfare .task force engaged in highiy classified
operations throughout sSoutheast Asia. The 5th Spacial-Forcqslchanneled
personnel into MACV-SOG (although it was not a Special Forces group) througn
Special Operations Augmentation (SOA), which provided their "cover"” while under
secret orders to MACV-SOG. The teams performed deep penetraticn missions oOf
strategic. reconnaissance and interdiction which were calied, depending on the
time frame, “"Shining Brass" or "Prairie Fire" missions.

on February 28, 1970, SFC Boyle was a passéenger in an ARVN CH34 SikKorzski
nelicopter (seriatl #554324), call sign "King '‘8ee”. The CH34 was a huge gas
powered aircraft that sat high on two great wheals in front, making the pilots
appear to be sitting 2 stories above the ground, and tapering down in back. The

aircraft was an outstanding transport vehicle. The ARVN used the CH34 before
they acquired "Huey" helicopters from the U.S.

Boyle’s aircraft was on a8 resupply/medivac mission. in the tri-border ar=a in
Attopeu Province, Laos, when It was hit by enemy ground fire. SFC Boyle had
jiust completed loading wounded personne! when an enemy rocket hit the

neticopter, cuasing an explosion and subseguent fire. SFC Boyle was observed

PUSsST pPrior to rocket impact standing ingide the helicopter and was apparentiy
“rapped inside the aircraft and burned with it.

The wrecked remains of the helicopter and surrounding area were checked
tnoroughity, but no bodies could be found after tha_fire. NO other U.S5. Army
versonnel were 1ost in the crash of the aircraft. wWiltiam Boyig was listed as
wiiied in Action - Body Not Recovered.

3ecause no remains were found for SFC Boyle, he is listed with honor among tne
m:rssing. Uniike Boylie, the fates of other missing Americans are not as simple.

Many were alive and well the 1ast time they were seen. some were photographed
o Known to have bgen captives, yet simpiy disappeared from the prison system.
‘ratll, there are nearly 2500 still missing, prisonar, or unaccounted for in
iNngocnina.,

:

Jiern American involvement in the Indochina war ended in 1975, refugees began to

flood the worid, bringing with them stories of Americans still held captive.
Ii.nce that time, nearly 10,000 reports have been received egarding missing
Amer icans. Most authorities believe Americans are still alive. Few agree on how

to bring them home.



. DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. TOTAL ARMY PERSONNEL COMMAND
ALEXANDRIA, VA

22331-0482

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

February 10, 1993

POW/MIA Affairs
Division

Mrs. Joyceen Boyle
2420 William Street
Augusta, GA 30904

Dear Mrs. Boyle:

Enclosed are copies of documents provided by the Joint
Task Force - Full Accounting which relate to your husband
Sergeant First Class William Boyle. B

This information is being sent to you in keeping with our
policy of providing all information we obtain which relates to
your loved one. If I may be of further assistance in explaining
the attached documents, please call me collect at (703) 325-5305.

Sincerely,
:éyaﬁmepQ <L':%751224
Enclosure Samuel E. Faires

Major, U. S. Army
Deputy Chief, POW/MIA Affairs



CKHNTTASKFORCE-FULLACCOUNTHH}
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-5025 Jo4
1771
Ser/117
3 Feb 1993

To: Department of the Army, U.S. Total Army Personnel Command
Attn: TAPC-PED-P, 2461 Eisenhower Avenue,
Alexandria, VA 22331-0482

Subj: RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF INFORMATION TO THE NOK
OF REFNO 1564-0-01 '

Ref: (a) CDRPERSCOM/TAPC-PED-P Ltr of 11 Jan 93

Encl: (1) Biographic/Site Report as of 18 Jun 92

(2) Photocopy of 3 x 5 Photo of Aircraft Similar to Loss

(3) Photocopy of 1:50,000 Scale Map of Ban Phiadouang,
Laos; Cambodia, SN L701564382%%%Q2 ’

(4) Map of Indochina

(5) Narrative, Case 1564-0-01, Passed to the Lao at 1-2
Jun 92 Consultative Meeting

(6) JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 270502Z JAN 87

(7) JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 0411367 FEB 87

(8) JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 180908Z FEB 87

(9) CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 262002Z MAR 87

(10) JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 1805297 DEC 87

1. Per reference (a), enclosures (1) through (10) are provided
for release to the next of kin of Sergeant First Class William
Boyle (REFNO 1564-0-01). ‘

2. JTF-FA has sanitized the enclosed documents by deleting U.S.
personnel and source names, administrative markings, and
classification per Executive Order 12812, 22 Jul 92, Executive
Order 12356 and Title 5 of U.S. Code 552a (Privacy Act). 1In no
instance has substantive material been removed.

el

DALE E. HAYS
By direction

Copy to: (w/o encl)
USCINCPAC/J30M
DIA/CDO '



JOINT TASK'FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 18 June 1992

JoA R oJe W N W Jde k ok BIOGRAPHIC SECTION e J de de de W oW ke k k

Doy »: 1564-0-01 (ACCNO 6453) Status: (F) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED
Ha.. o BOYLE, WILLIAM (NMN) ) . Date Status assigned: 18 Apr 1970
National: UNITED STATES Race: CAUCASIAN Blood Chit: S
Service: ARMY Sex: MALE _ Survive: 5
Grade: E7 : Hair: BLACK Grave corr:

SSAN: Eyes: '‘BROWN . Weapon:
“erial No: 23925659 Height: 70 Inches 1.78 mtrs Weapon Ser.: #
“irth date: 26 Nov 1938 Weight: 170 lbs. 77.0 ‘kilos Partial Rsvld:

Duty pos: PASSENGER Complexion: #
PWw CAMP: § Blood Type: # # Coa
Religion: CATHOLIC Home State: PENNSYLVANIA

Case type: CRASH SITE
Yo de N W Y K ok kX SITE SECTION * ok ok ok ok ok ko ok ok

INCIDENT LOCATION (0)

Site Type: CRASH SITE

UT+: 48PYB586188

Lat/Long: 143753N1072404E

Country: LAOS

L voRkeyglon: 4

{izssion Province: ATTOPEU

{ission Date: 28 Feb 1970

Mission Category: 1

Location Analysis: Near populated area.

Wrxkxxwwwnw J C.R.C. ACTIVITY SUMMARY ***wwxx»x

Negotiation Foldérs Passed: Jun 92

*** VEHICLE DATA ***

Vehicle Type: CH34
Crash Type: Enemy action.
Call Sign: KING BEE
Year: S5
~ Serial: 4324
Engine Type: R1820
1 Serial:
2 Serial:



‘CASE:

1564

Circumstances of loss - 24 February 1976

(U) ON 28 FEB 70 SFC WILLIAM BOYLE WAS A PASSENGER ON A CH34 HELICOPTER,
{#554324, CALL SIGN KING BEE), PERFORMING A RESUPPLY/MEDEVAC MISSION, WHEN
IT WAS HIT BY ENEMY GROUND FIRE IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES YB 586
188 IN LAOS. SFC BOYLE HAD JUST COMPLETED LOADING SEVERAL WOUNDED
PERSONNEL WHEN AN ENEMY ROCKET HIT THE HELICOPTER, CAUSING AN EXPLOSION
AND SUBSEQUENT FIRE. SFC BOYLE WAS OBSERVED JUST PRIOR TO ROCKET IMPACT
STANDING INSIDE THE HELICOPTER, AND APPARENTLY WAS TRAPPED INSIDE THE ACFT
AND BURNED WITH IT. THE WRECKED REMAINS OF THE HELICOPTER AND THE
SURROUNDING AREA WERE CHECKED THOROUGHLY, BUT NO BODIES COULD BE FOUND

AFTER THE FIRE.

(U) DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN, ‘THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
THIS INDIVIDUAL’S NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE
FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION
AVAILABLE. NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. SFC BOYLE IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN

THE PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.

References - 24 February 1976

(U) REFERENCES USED: 1. RPT (U), DA SOG S5TH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP
(ATRBORNE), 1ST SPECIAL FORCES, 2 MAR 70. 2. RPT (U), PHU DUNG CASUALTY

LOG, UNDATED.

CULOh. AaCtionz - D n Juiniz o

(U} A CASE NARRATIVE WAS PASSED TO THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE LAO
GOVERNMENT DURING THE 1-2 JUNE 1992 CONSULTATIVE MEBTING IN
VIENTIANE IN CONJUNCTION WITH DISCUSSIONS ON FY 1992 AND 1993

WORKPLANS.
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