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5 Septemoor 1967 

en 19 Hay aircraft .502 was .h.it. by a SAo\{ .... hila fl.,yug n~ber three in a 
fliChe of six aircraft. 'I wCl.S fl:ring nUlllbar t'JO position. The flight had 
broken l::lG the misaile approached' and as we conti.aued our turn, I could see 
t~o good chut..es floating do\JU and observed ·tha airora.:f.'t. ictpact expl9da 
and burn. We conti.auad on the mission. On egress !ram the target the 
flight had baen separated completely and I was alone. A.s we paaaeO. over the 
crash site, I hea..-d two sepa.rat..e beepers followed by a transmission "This 
is R,\YGUN .502;11 LT .PAl"'J:ERS(j~ 's voice. I ~war6d "this is ·505; read you 
loud and clear.1I IJi.e reply ....aa "Is t.hat YOU t Steve7U "NegatiY"; th1.s ::i..3 
~rick.. \:.'hat is yow: conditi0.ll7" "I am CK, but I hav. a badly broken left 
leg and \lOll't be able to Clove .. U I rogared tha I; and abou t tba t ti:1e I got. 
CllOther callt "This 502 on dack;" LCDR HCDANIEL's voice.. I replied "Rogeri 

, I read you. What is yOUl" condiUon111 fie replied III &'!l Q:.rl. E::! thi.s time 
I had paa.sed the a.r&a. I still had a .fUll lead of bomb~ and diminishing 
:rUel, so I cotLLd not remain :in the aJ.'8a. "'nen I returned to the ship I 
learn&d that I was the onJ.y 'person to hed.r from eith..er individual. and loIa.3 

tha only one !airl;r sure ot their peai tion~ 

I launched again at fir~t llght in an. A-6A with four (4) :E:-4 Phantccna 
as escorts. As 'de crested the suspected ridge line, I immediately got. two 
beepi\:hJ, and dete.rtll.ined tl:eir position to be in 6. "U" shaped valley_ As 
the Fhantom.s ciraJ.ed to tha north, I stayed 10'''' in the valley and att~pt.ed 
coli!::lU.Il.icatiOll.S. At 10.., al.titude you could only hea..r and talk to the d.o~ed 
cre...member as you passed almost directly over him. Voice coc::municationa 
vera made with LT PATTERSc:N only, though a separate beeper believed to be 
LCDR ~:CDA1f.Ul..ls lo/ClS heard. I.lr PA'l'TEPSCN's con7er.satlon consisted. of a 
reconfirmation o:! his badJ..y broken l.e!t·l.eg. no activity in area, and ... men 
queried as to LCDR HCDA.N:r:E::L'a poait1.on he replied "he'a over", the hill." 
I took this to ~ that he had landed on the other aide of a small. ridge 
on the aide o!_ the large rldg9. As we ciroiad ,,9 fi.nal.ly spotted J.:r PA.T­
'EBSON'a position. We saw the chute on the ground in a clearing and'an 
objeot next to it believed to be L'r PATJ:ERSCN. Each time we passed ovel:' 
he would call "Nov, No..,I" wen "'9 were directl.y oV,erhead. lie exited the 
area. The f'ol.l.6Ying corning I aga..il1 want into the area in the baole sea.t o~ 
an F4c to drop the kite for the Ful.ton Extraction Systet:!l and a SUl"'YiYa1 
equipment kit. As before, 'When ve entered the .ya.l.leYt we again hea.ra·~a·-

• beeper, fol.J.m.led b:1 voice COII'IltUllica tiona wi. th LT PAiTERSON. The conver­
sation coh.si.su,d thi.e t:1.me of rel.o<:at.ing his poaition and explaining what 
'WEt wer,e goin.g to do (drop kits to hil!l) 41 'Je l..oc.ated hbl by trlrror !lashes 
and dropped the kit8 to h1.m. 'Ihe.1 landed. in a clea.rl.ng about 100 Ja.rd.s 
do'W :the aide ot, the hill 1'rota hi.m. We attampt.ed to find out !.CDR }oi,"'UAU­
lEI.. 's status :!.ron him but coul.d not. \Ie began to gat: MIG caJ..l..s in the 

8CUP-4 
Dow:agradad at 3-year intervala; 
Deola3sified after 12 year3. 

Enclo~ (2) to CO; VA-35 
Itr ceri.a.1612 t!:l of 



l\rea and 1:1e were low on fuel-DO W$ 19!t the aroa. ...,1 th L'l: P ATIER:::;ON moving 
toward the kit..,. 'I'M t evening I lnunehed in the CJ.3Q recovery' ai.rcra.ft 
end the two F1.c t s t!lat went in with me that morni.n.o went in Frior to the 
cl30 to confirm t.!Ja t th.a system \laS set up a.nd ready. The,. established 
cor.:mnnicat..i01l with 'LT pi\'.rl.'ERSON wid learned that ho had npt gotten the 
kits; the "Cooks" got them 0J:l.d almo8t captured him trying to get them. 
He further state<! that he was- back u.p tho hill where it \WaS safer and \oIa.B 

rema3 niog there. lIe was asked as;ain "is anyone "'ith you'l" Ho replied. yaa, 
that he had ju&'t cpoken to llob WAU..I.N.S.IU.. that t:.:orni..n.s. Bob ~AlJU;."tSa:..~ is 
a ci v:P 1 An technical. repre!!ten ta t.i ve attache<! to A t tack Sq,uadron T"dIRTY -FIV S 
and th. mention of his name baJI led to much specul.3tion as to \ll:ia.t ~ meant. 
For Qxamples del.erlous after, having been in the jungle tor two and on..e.-DaJ..f 

-days With little or no food a!l.d \ater; trying to Gay he had ~d to some 
ci vil.i3.n..s , tryin.g to 68.,. he had Be an lCDR }K;DA.NI£L an.O Cid no t . want to re­
veal his~. 1he Cl:;£> and PiC'" departed the area.. the following ~ 
an PtB :from Elrr:=::R?RlSi: went into the ru--ca and received no emis.aions or 8..D3 
kind froc::l 6i thar cre~ember. 1l:Us terminated the rez.cue effort. 

N. M. CI\!li'£!fTER 
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Mr. Garnett "Bill" Bell 
4209 Boy's Ranch Road 
Lavaca, AR 72941 

Dear Mr. Bell: 

The enclosed summary of my brother's loss is a little different 
from the one I showed you in 1992 - satellite imagery finally 
nailed down the crash location, and made my argument that the Viets 
are lying even stronger, I believe. 

Presently I am trying to locate the Air Force people and 
organizations involved with Navy Lt.j.g. carpenter on 21 May 1967. 
On that morning Carpenter flew as the backseater of an Air Force 
F4C and that evening he was a passenger aboard an Air Force C-130. 
Ultimately I'm looking for Air Force messages, reports, or other 
documents giving my brother's exact location coordinates. Here's 
what I know about the event: 

On 20 May Carpenter flew into Danang, arriving in 
Enterprise's C1U "Deep Sea 1" about 1335 hours. He had apparently 
planned to hop to Nahkom Phanom but was ordered instead to report 
to the operations officer of the 366th Tactical Fighter wing there 
in Danang. I don't know if the 366th then transported him to 
somewhere in Thailand, or flew him on the next day's mission. At 
any rate, on the morning of 21 May Carpenter flew as the back­
seater of some Air Force F4C, accompanied by others, and dropped a 
Fulton Extraction System to Patterson, call sign "Raygun 502." That 
night the accompanying F4Cs again located Patterson to determine if 
he was ready for the pick-up by the C-130 in route with Carpenter 
aboard. The call sign or mission name for these F4Cs was possibly 
II Preview . n Patterson reported the Vietnamese had captured the 
Fulton gear. The next day, 22 May, Patterson failed to respond. 

The target site of these missions was Hoa Binh Province, 40 miles 
S.W. of Hanoi, several miles S.S.E. of Hoa Binh City, in the area 
of 203937N-1052312E (WH401844) on the slope of a valley. 

Carpenter was killed during his second tour of combat in Vietnam. 
I need to contact the operations officer of the 366th, or find 
whatever documents were generated by these two missions in that 
organization or whatever organization flew them. I'd also like to 
talk to the pilot who flew Carpenter, and the crews of the F4Cs who 
accompanied Carpenter that morning and flew the evening mission. 
Any assistance or guidance you could lend me would be gratefully 
appreciated. 

Zi~S' 
George Patterson 



MISSING: LT. JAMES KELLY PATTERSON, USN 

Lt. James Kelly Patterson's loss event defies a quick and easy telling, but 
these are the facts, supported by official documents in my possession: 

"Raygun 502," bombardier-navigator James Kelly Patterson and pilot Eugene 
"Red" McDaniel in their A6A "Intruder" all-weather attack bomber, was downed 
over Hoa Binh province, North Vietnam, by a surface-to-air missile about mid­
day on Ho Chi Minh's birthday, 19 May 1967, a day of scattered clouds, 10 
miles visibility. Patterson and McDaniel ejected safely and touched earth 
near each other and close by their plane's crash site. A short time later 
squadron-mates Nick Carpenter and Richard Slaasted crossed over the burning 
crash and immediately located and spoke to Patterson on the ground. He 
reported he had a badly broken left leg and could not move. 

Carpenter/Slaasted returned in their A6A the following day (20 May) and again 
found Patterson without difficulty. They spoke to him and saw him on the 
ground "in a U-shaped valley." The following morning (21 May) Carpenter 
returned in the back seat of an Air Force F4 and again found/saw/spoke to 
Patterson, then dropped a Fulton Extraction kit to him. That night, two other 
F4s found Patterson, who reported the Fulton gear had been captured by the 
vietnamese. On 22 May, U.S. forces were unable to regain contact, and rescue 
efforts were cancelled. 

McDaniel, also injured, had been captured on 20 May before he could reach 
Patterson and spent the next six years a P.o.w. until his repatriation in 
1973. He has told me that they were both on the ground less than a mile from 
the crash site. 

Carpenter was killed during his second tour in Vietnam, but Slaasted told me 
the area around Patterson contained villages and numerous trucks. 

The correct coordinates of Patterson's last known location and the crash site 
have not survived in the records, but (established from U.S. eyewitness 



reports) we know that he was within one mile (McDaniel) or even closer 
(Carpenter) to the crash site, in a valley (Carpenter), in the vicinity of 
villages and truck-worthy roads (Slaasted). The terrain description and the 
proximal linking of Patterson's location to the crash site are critical. 

There is ample evidence to indicate Patterson was captured: McDaniel was told 
by a prison guard in 1967 that Patterson had recovered from his injury and 
was well. Another repatriated POW, Dewey smith, said that in the fall of 1967 
he saw an interrogation questionnaire with Patterson's name at it's head. 
Bobby Jo Keesee, released civilian POW, reported seeing Patterson's name on 
a cell wall in a North vietnamese prison near the Chinese border. 
On 4 November 1991 investigative reporter Yuri Pankov, in the respected 
Moscow newspaper Kommersant, wrote that a U.s. "second pilot" shot down over 
North Vietnam on 19 May 1967 was taken overland through China to 
Saryshagansk, in the then soviet republic of Kazakhstan, in the fall of 1967. 
Patterson's is the only unresolved M.I.A. case meeting Pankov's criteria. 
(Note: He was expert in the use of his aircraft's state-of-the-art 
electronics to defeat vietnam's Russian-made missile defense system; 
Saryshagansk was the site of a soviet missile research facility) 

Twenty three years after Patterson's loss, in December 1990, the vietnamese 
brought before U. s. investigators four "witnesses." This was their testimony, 
supported, in part only, by Vietnamese reports of unknown authenticity: 

The militiamen involved in the search for 502's aircrew mobilized from Thuong 
Tien village in Kim Boi district. After searching in very rough terrain 
(described in various vietnamese reports as a heavily forested, steeply 
sloping tall mountain) they captured the Fulton gear. Nearby they found 
Patterson, shot him, and buried him on the spot (in disobedience to standing 
orders). Some time later his body disappeared because (according to "witness" 
testimony and previous reports) it was 1) bombed by U.S. planes, or 2) eaten 
by wild animals, or 3) washed away by a nearby stream. The location of this 
"grave site" is (in UTM coordinates) WH43718409. This point is on a ridgeline 
(highlighted on the attached map) about midway down its three-mile length 
running south from the top of Nui Doi Thoi, the highest mountain in the area. 

We do know the vietnamese made contact with Patterson because they took from 
him his military I.D. card and Geneva Conventions card and returned them to 
the U.s. in 1985. Later, to lend credence to one of their reports, they 
attached a photocopy of the Geneva Conventions card. The card they copied, 
however, was phoney, not matching the real card now in my custody! 

The actual Vietnamese-claimed "grave site" was pointed out by the tlwitnesses" 
and thoroughly investigated in May 1992 by a U.S. team of experts borne on 
helicopters (the site is inaccessible by truck). Nothing to indicate a body 
had ever been there was found. No trace or evidence of remains, not a button, 
a shred of cloth, a tooth, a zipper, was located. In fact the soil strata 
itself was found to be undisturbed. 

In spi te of the absence of remains, in spite of numerous U. S . -noted 
vietnamese contradictions and inconsistencies between "witnesses," between 
"witnesses" and previous vietnamese reports, and between "witnesses" and the 
established facts, and without first showing the established facts to be in 
error, U.s. investigators threw out those established facts in favor of the 
un-corroborated "witness" testimony! They accepted the "grave site" as 
Patterson's last known location, even though it is on a ridge on the steep 
south slope of 3,930-foot Nui Doi Thoi mountain, not a valley or village or 



truck road within several kilometers. Despite the evidence of his survival 
and without any physical proof to the contrary, Patterson's alleged death was 
accepted as fact! Since the Vietnamese and the U.S. agreed as to his fate, 
his case, once a "compelling discrepancy," is now considered "resolved." 

Early in 1992 I obtained a photograph of Patterson' s/McDaniel' s plane 
exploding on impact with the ground, and sent it to U.S. investigators. In 
the fall of 1993 satellite imagery experts positively matched terrain 
features shown in the photo with those in satellite imagery of the area, and 
located the crash site at 20 0 39'37''N-10so23'12''E (WH401844), in Ky Son 
district two and a quarter miles west of the "grave site" on the ridgeline. 

When the photo is oriented to the map, the trail of smoke left by the plane 
shows it was traveling generally northward before impact. The crew, 
therefore, ejected somewhere generally to the south of the crash. Within a 
mile in that direction are several hamlets, valleys, and truck-accessible 
areas. 

The ridgeline running south from Nui Doi Thoi is a major terrain feature and 
marks the border between Kim Boi district to the east and Ky Son district to 
the west. No trails are mapped across this rugged feature directly linking 
Thuong Tien village (the group of hamlets in the stream valley east of the 
ridge) in Kim Boi district to the villages in Ky Son district. Midday on Ho 
Chi Minh's birthday, 19 May 1967, every villager west of the ridge would 
likely have witnessed the nearby missile explosion, the smoking, crashing, 
burning plane, and the parachuting crewmen. The militiamen in this area would 
have been immediately mobilized to capture the crewmen, and villagers would 
have been drawn to the crash site to salvage useable materials. The people 
east of the ridge in Thuong Tien village, by contrast, would not even have 
seen most if any of the event, their view blocked by the ridge. The search 
need was immediate, so they would probably not have been called upon to 
assist--it would take them too long to traverse the ridge. That they became 
involved in the search runs counter to common sense and logic. So, not only 
does the Vietnamese description of the terrain of Patterson's "grave site" 
(steeply sloping tall mountain) contradict U.S. forces' description of his 
last known location (in valley near the crash, villages, and trucks), but 
Thuong Tien village's very involvement is unlikely. 

I believe Patterson survived his capture, and the vietnamese story is a 
fabrication possibly to cover the absence of a body or a living prisoner last 
seen being led away to Kazakhstan. 

by G.M. Patterson, brother, February 1994 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20370-S000 IN REPLY REFER TO 

. 
1771 
Ser 663P 
6 Mar 94 

From: Assistant Bead, POW/MIA Affairs Section (Pers-663P1) 
To: DPMO External Affairs Division 

Attn: Mr. John Horn 

Subj: NEXT OF KIN (NOK) REQUEST RE: LCDR J. K. PATTERSON (REFNO 
0691) 

Ref: .( a) 

Encl: ( 1 ) 
(2 ) 
(3 ) 
( 4 ) 

DiscusslonPers 663P (LT Stothard),/DPMO External 
Affairs (Mr. Horn) 6 Jan 94. ' 

Point paper describing facts surrounding REFNO 0691 
Ejection Analysis, REFNO 0691 
Ltr from NOK, REFNO 0691 
Map describing location for proposed new interviews 

1. The NOR of LCDR Patterson made a request for further analysis 
during his visit to view the Central Documentation Office 
classified file. Just prior to his visit, new photographic 
analysis revealed a previously unknown position for the crash 
location associated with this REFNO. On behalf of the NOR, a 
memorandum will be drafted requesting JTF-FA interview witnesses 
in a location not previously investigated for this REFNO. 

2. Per reference (a), please review enclosures (1) - (4), which 
will be used to support the request for additional investigation. 
Any endorsement, rebuttal, or added analytical weight you can 
provide will be included with the memorandum to JTF-FA. 

3. I can be reached at DSN 224-3338, (703) 614-3338, or fax, 
3345. Thank you for your assistance. 

G. 
LT 



Encl: (1) Point paper describing facts surrounding REFNO 0691 



·' . POINT PAPER 
UNCLASSIFIED LT Geoffrey Stothard 

Pers 663P/4-3338 
24 Mar 94 

SUBJECT 

LCDR JAMES KELLY PATTERSON, USN (REFNO 0691) 

BACKGROUND 

This point paper provides a synopsis of facts surrounding REFNO 0691, 
,toward determining the merits of additional investigation efforts. 

DISCUSSION 

LCDR,Patterson was lost 19 May 67 over Hoa Binh Province, NVA. 
Known to be alive for 3 days. 

_ ,SAR assets vis:ually located him numerous times. 

Phot9 taken by wingman shows ~rashing aircraft and terrain features 
definitely correlated to 20 39'37"N - 105 23'12"E. 

Returnee from same incident states he and LCDR Patterson landed within 1 
mile of crash site and within 1/4 mile of each other. 

Ejection analysis by computer simulation, using flight parameters given 
by returnee and gleaned from audio tape of incident, confirms distance 
from crash site. 

No-wind analysis gives area of probability along a line with 
aircraft hdg and within 3970 ft behind aircraft impact. 
10 kt wind adjusts landing point approx. 1770 ft. 

Rough course of aircraft was reported as 034 deg. 
consistent with photograph and mission plans. 

Certain terrain features recur in eyewitness accounts of incident. 
Wingman/SAR crewman states LCDR Patterson on slope of valley. 
Unconfirmed account states "trucks close by" during SAR. Implies 
roads in area. 
Roads/valley consistent with photo/ejection analysis. 

Area investigated thus far is approximately 2.5 mi from crash location, 
ahead of aircraft impact. 

This area reported, by VN, as grave site. 
LCDR Patterson allegedly shot and buried "on the spot." 
Despite two investigations of this area, no trace of 
disturbed-strata or other material evidence was found. 
VN interviewees stated no plane crash occurred in area. 

The VN "grave site" location is inconsistent with photographic analysis, 
reported terrain features, ejection analysis, and LCDR Patterson's 
immobility due to, broken leg. 

VN "grave site," and current interviewees, located across 
formidable geographic ridge line and political district boundary 
from photo-confirmed crash site. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Recommend an assessment of interviewing new potential witnesses in the 
apparent area of the loss incident, based on new evidence described 
above. 



Encl: (2) Ejection Analysis, REFNO 0691 

Contents: 

Commander, Naval Air Warfare Center memo Ser 60327/0,70 
of 17 Mar 94. 

Tape transcript of Raygun 3 flight. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
NAVAl.. AIR WARI"ARE CENTER 

AIRCRA" DIVISION WARMINSTER 

• P.O. SOX !II 52 

WARMINSTER. PA 18.'4-05., 

13510 
Ser 60327/070 

17 MAR 1994 

From! Commanding Officer, Naval Air Warfare Center 
Aircraft Division Warminster 

,-

To: . _ Department of the Navy,. ,Bureau of Naval Personnel: 
Wash~ngton, DC 20370-5000 

. SUbj: EJECTION ANALYSIS 

Ref: . (a) Navy Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Affairs 
memorandum otd 7 Feb 94 

Encl: (1) NAVAIRWARCENACDIVWAR Computer Simulation Results 
dtd 25 Feb 94 

1. We were requested by reference (a) to conduct an 
ejection analysis of a Vietnam-era aircraft incident to 
assist in your research of that incident. We have completed 
an ejection simulation analysis utilizing a six-degree of 
freedom computer analysis. The results are presented in 
enclosure (1). 

2. Our analysis indicates that the occupant probably landed 
in line with the aircraft heading and within 3,970 feet of 
the aircraft impact. Also, prevailing winds could greatly 
affect the landing position. 

3. We hope that we have assisted your investigation. 
If you have any further questions, please contact 
Mr. John Quartuccio, DSN 441-7602 or Mr. Jeff Nichols, 
DSN 441-3215. 

-;'H~ 
T. MILHOUS 
By direction 



EJECTION ANALYSIS REPORT 

25 Feb 94 
6032 

1. The purpose of the study was to enhance the available 
information concerning a Vietnam aircraft incident of 19 May 
1967 •. We have completed the ejection simulation analysis 
.utili~ing a six-degree 'of freedom (three dimensional) computer 
analysis. The results are -shown in Figures 1 through 4. The 
configuration .and -initial conditions are, summarized as 
follows: 

o A-6A Aircraft 
o GRU-7 Ejection Seat 
o BIN Crew station 
o 500 KIAS 
o 2000 ft AGL 
o 20 deg Nose Down, Wings Level 
o 180# Occupant 

2. The computer simUlation of the lateral displacement showed 
that the occupant was expected to land approximately in-line 
(within 40 feet) of the aircraft flight path. The seat 
utilized a rocket motor system with lateral divergence for 
spatial separation of the two crew members. However, at high 
speeds, the aerodynamic effects would typically counteract the 
rocket impulse. Figure 2 shows the plan view with the lateral 
displacement initially to the right, then drifting to the 
left. This tendency was supported by sled track test data of 
the seat systems. 

3. Considering the downrange distance, the simulation 
analysis showed approximately 1520 feet of displacement from 
th€ point. of ejection initiation. These results do Hot 
consider any prevailing wind effects. Figure 4 shows the 
comparison between the occupant trajectory and the aircraft 
glide slope at the time of ejection. Since the eye witness 
account indicates that the aircraft took a downward turn after 
ejection, the distance between the occupant landing and the 
aircraft glide slope may be considered as the maximum distance 
from the occupant landing to the aircraft impact. In other 
words, the an~lysis indicates that the occupant landed within 
a 3970 ft. radius of the aircraft. 

4. The trajectory under these conditions shows that the 
parachute becomes effective above 1500 ft AGL, see Figure 3. 
After parachute opening the occupant begins a relatively 
vertical descent. The ground terrain was not above 500 ft in 

Enclosure (1) 



this area; and so the terrain would have little effect on the 
occ~pant landing position. 

is. A final simulation, not shown in the figures, was with a 
10 knotcroS's wind. ,In this case, the down range distance was 
consistent with the plotted results; but the lateraL 
dispiacement was increased by over 1770 feet. Due to the 
relatively long descent, the wind effects play a significant 
role. 

6 •. The wind conditions affect the occupant trajectoy mostly 
during. the parachute descent phase. The wind would displace 
the occupant trajectory in accordance with its heading. Under 
either tailor head wind conditions, the occupant trajectory 
is affected in a similar fashion. Specifically, a 10 knot 
tail wind results in 1770 feet additional down range distance, 

·while. a 10 knot head wind results in 1770 feet reduced 
downrange distance. 

Enclosure (1) 



Figure 1 

A-6A BIN EJECTION ANALYSIS 

180 Ib Occupant, 500 KEAS, 20 Deg. Nose Down, Wings Level 
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Figure 2 

A-6A BIN EJECTION ANALYSIS 

180 Ib Occupant, 500 KEAS, 20 Deg. Nose Down, Wings Level 

Ejection Trajectory - Plan View 
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Figure 3 

A-6A BIN EJECTION ANALYSIS 

180 Ib Occupant, 500 KEAS, 20 Deg. Nose Down, Wings Level 

Ejection Trajectory - Elevation View 
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Figure 4 

A-6A BIN EJECTION ANALYSIS 
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'This is fJ tape of radio traffic from' aircraft involved in the May 19, 
1967 strike over North 'Vietnam. A dozen squadron call-signs are recor­
ded on this tape, not all are part of the strike led by Attack Squa­
dron 35. "Raygun" is the call-sign of Attack Squadron 35, "Raygun 3", 
was McDaniel/Patterson, '~Raygun 4" was Owen and his B/N. The follow­
ing is a partial transcript of the tape. In parentheses is the iden-· 
tity of the . caller if I know it and if the' caller did not identify <l 

himself. Times are minutes/seconds. accurate to within a couple se­
conds. timing started with ,the first transmission at the beginning of" 
the, tape. The missile which downed ."Raygun 311 and damaged "Raygun 4" 
exp;l..oded. sometime between 26/25 J when McDaniel broadcasts his evasive 
action, and 26/30. when Owen' declares he is hit. 

24/45 --"Raygun 3" blinking red (McDaniel's voice) 

25/59 --Missile 9'0c1ock low (possibly "Raygun 1") 

26/15 

26/25 

26/30 

26/40 

26/43 

26/49 

26/58 

27/15 

27/19 

27/73 

Missile just left the ground at 12'oclock (possibly tlRaygu 
I") 

"Raygun 3 breaking up (McDaniel's voice) 

"Ray gun 4" is hit 

"Raygun 4" you say you're hit? (possibly "Raygun 1") 

Yeah, and so is- "Raygun 3", he's burning ("Raygun 4") 

How you doin' "Raygun 3"? ("Raygun 1") 

OK Red, let's get out of here, huh (Patterson's voice) 

"Raygun 3" has two good chutes 

"Showtime 7", I have two parachutes at 9'oclock 

This is "Silverkite"("Suppertime"?). I just saw the plane go 
in 

27/35 -- "Raygun". this is "Showtime 3", are you going to stay with 
the chutes ? 

27/41 

27/57 

We got two beepers 

This 1s "Silverkite3". I've got the chutes in sight. is any­
body staying with 'em? 

28/01 -- "Showtime 7" staying with 'em 
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MISSING: LT. JAMES KELLY PATTERSON, USN 

Lt. James Kelly Patterson's loss event defies a quick and easy telling, but 
these are the facts, supported by official documents in my possession: 

"Raygun 502," bombardier-navigator James Kelly Patterson and pilot Eugene 
"Red" McDaniel in their A6A "Intruder" all-weather attack bomber, was downed 
over Hoa Binh province, North Vietnam, by a surface-to-air missile about mid­
day on Ho Chi Minh's birthday, 19 May 1967, a day of scattered clouds, 10 
miles visibility. Patterson and McDaniel ejected safely and touched earth 
near each other and close by their plane's crash site. A short time later 
squadron-mates Nick Carpenter and Richard Slaasted crossed over the burning 
crash and immediately located and spoke to Patterson on the ground. He 
reported he had a badly broken left leg and could not move. 

Carpenter/Slaasted returned in their A6A the following day (20 May) and again 
found Patterson without difficulty. They spoke to him and saw him on the 
ground "in a U-shaped valley." The following morning (21 May) Carpenter 
returned in the back seat of an Air Force F4 and again found/saw/spoke to 
Patterson, then dropped a Fulton Extraction kit to him. That night, two other 
F4s found Patterson, who reported the Fulton gear had been captured by the 
vietnamese. On 22 May, U.S. forces were unable to regain contact, and rescue 
efforts were cancelled. 

McDaniel, also injured, had been captured on 20 May before he could reach 
Patterson and spent the next six years a P.O.W. until his repatriation in 
1973. He has told me that they were both on the ground less than a mile from 
the crash site. 

Carpenter was killed during his second tour in Vietnam, but Slaasted told me 
the area around Patterson contained villages and numerous trucks. 

The correct coordinates of Patterson's last known location and the crash site 
have not surv i ved in the records, but (establ ished from U. S • eyewi tness 



reports) we know that he was wi thin one mile (McDaniel) or even closer 
(Carpenter) to the crash site, in a valley (Carpenter), in the vicinity of 
villages and truck-worthy roads (Slaasted). The terrain description and the 
proximal linking of Patterson's location to the crash site are critical. 

There is ample evidence to indicate Patterson was captured: McDaniel was told 
by a prison guard in 1967 that Patterson had recovered from his injury and 
was well. Another repatriated POW, Dewey smith, said that in the fall of 1967 
he saw an interrogation questionnaire with Patterson's name at it's head. 
Bobby Jo Keesee, released civilian POW, reported seeing Patterson's name on 
a cell wall in a North Vietnamese prison near the Chinese border. 
On 4 November 1991 investigative reporter Yuri Pankov, in the respected 
Moscow newspaper Kommersant, wrote that a U.s. "second pilot" shot down over 
North Vietnam on 19 May 1967 was taken overland through China to 
saryshagansk, in the then Soviet republic of Kazakhstan, in the fall of 1967. 
Patterson's is the only unresolved M.I.A. case meeting Pankov's criteria. 
(Note: He was expert in the use of his aircraft's state-of-the-art 
electronics to defeat Vietnam's Russian-made missile defense system; 
saryshagansk was the site of a Soviet missile research facility) 

Twenty three years after Patterson's loss, in December 1990, the Vietnamese 
brought before U. s. investigators four "witnesses." This was their testimony, 
supported, in part only, by Vietnamese reports of unknown authenticity: 

The militiamen involved in the search for 502's aircrew mobilized from Thuong 
Tien village in Kim Boi district. After searching in very rough terrain 
(described in various vietnamese reports as a heavily forested, steeply 
sloping tall mountain) they captured the Fulton gear. Nearby they found 
Patterson, shot him, and buried him on the spot (in disobedience to standing 
orders). Some time later his body disappeared because (according to "witness" 
testimony and previous reports) it was 1) bombed by u.s. planes, or 2) eaten 
by wild animals, or 3) washed away by a nearby stream. The location of this 
"grave site" is (in UTM coordinates) WH43718409. This point is on a ridgeline 
(highlighted on the attached map) about midway down its three-mile length 
running south from the top of Nui Doi Thoi, the highest mountain in the area. 

We do know the vietnamese made contact with Patterson because they took from 
him his military I.D. card and Geneva Conventions card and returned them to 
the u.s. in 1985. Later, to lend credence to one of their reports, they 
attached a photocopy of the Geneva Conventions card. The card they copied, 
however, was phoney, not matching the real card now in my custody! 

The actual vietnamese-claimed "grave site" was pointed out by the "witnesses" 
and thoroughly investigated in May 1992 by a u.s. team of experts borne on 
helicopters (the site is inaccessible by truck). Nothing to indicate a body 
had ever been there was found. No trace or evidence of remains, not a button, 
a shred of cloth, a tooth, a zipper, was located. In fact the soil strata 
itself was found to be undisturbed. 

In spite of the absence of remains, in spite of numerous U.S.-noted 
Vietnamese contradictions and inconsistencies between "witnesses," between 
"witnesses" and previous Vietnamese reports, and between "witnesses" and the 
established facts, and without first showing the established facts to be in 
error, U.s. investigators threw out those established facts in favor of the 
un-corroborated "witness" testimony! They accepted the "grave site" as 
Patterson's last known location, even though it is on a ridge on the steep 
south slope of 3,930-foot Nui Doi Thoi mountain, not a valley or village or 



truck road within several kilometers. Despite the evidence of his survival 
and without any physical proof to the contrary, Patterson's alleged death was 
accepted as fact! Since the vietnamese and the u.S. agreed as to his fate, 
his case, once a "compelling discrepancy," is now considered "resolved." 

Early in 1992 I obtained a photograph of Patterson' s/McDaniel' s plane 
exploding on impact with the ground, and sent it to u.S. investigators. In 
the fall of 1993 satellite imagery experts positively matched terrain 
features shown in the photo with those in satellite imagery of the area, and 
located the crash site at 20 0 39'37"N-105°23'12''E (WH401844), in Ky Son 
district two and a quarter miles west of the "grave site" on the ridgeline. 

When the photo is oriented to the map, the trail of smoke left by the plane 
shows it was traveling generally northward before impact. The crew, 
therefore, ejected somewhere generally to the south of the crash. Within a 
mile in that direction are several hamlets, valleys, and truck-accessible 
areas. 

The ridgeline running south from Nui Doi Thoi is a major terrain feature and 
marks the border between Kim Boi district to the east and Ky Son district to 
the west. No trails are mapped across this rugged feature directly linking 
Thuong Tien village (the group of hamlets in the stream valley east of the 
ridge) in Kim Boi district to the villages in Ky Son district. Midday on Ho 
Chi Minh's birthday, 19 May 1967, every villager west of the ridge would 
likely have witnessed the nearby missile explosion, the smoking, crashing, 
burning plane, and the parachuting crewmen. The militiamen in this area would 
have been immediately mobilized to capture the crewmen, and villagers would 
have been drawn to the crash site to salvage useable materials. The people 
east of the ridge in Thuong Tien village, by contrast, would not even have 
seen most if any of the event, their view blocked by the ridge. The search 
need was immediate, so they would probably not have been called upon to 
assist--it would take them too long to traverse the ridge. That they became 
involved in the search runs counter to common sense and logic. So, not only 
does the Vietnamese description of the terrain of Patterson's "grave site" 
(steeply sloping tall mountain) contradict u.S. forces' description of his 
last known location (in valley near the crash, villages, and trucks), but 
Thuong Tien village's very involvement is unlikely. 

I believe Patterson survived his capture, and the vietnamese story is a 
fabrication possibly to cover the absence of a body or a living prisoner last 
seen being led away to Kazakhstan. 

by G.M. Patterson, brother, February 1994 
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DEC 90. FAR 50 CJN:ERNS THE INCIDf~TTO 6E'~' 
DISCUSSED IN DETAIL 3ELJn'. REF B 'IS- THE" REPORT OF 
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Of THE REPORT QF , JNIL,TERAL tN~ESII~ATIJN OF REF~J 
0691 CONDUCTED 3V V~JS~? IN 21-22 OCT 87. 

2. tG) SU~"4AR~ JF INVESTIGATION: HiE JOINT T~~"1 
INVESTIGATED REFNJ 0691 O~ 5-6 DEC 90. THE TEA~ 
EXA'iINED TWO wAi{T 1 \4E! DO:U~ENT 5, PROV I OED BY TiiE 
PROVINCE TASK T~A~, THAT. CO~TAIN REFERENCES TJ THE 
SHJOTI~G DOhN OF AN F-4~ AI~CRAFT IN THUONG TIEN 
VILLAGE, KI~ BOI DI3TRI:J, ON 19 ~AY 67, AND THE 
SHODTING DEATH JF O~E OF THE PILOTS. THE TEA~ 
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INTERVIEWED FJUR, .;1 TNESSES. THREE OF THE WIT'4ESSES 
TESTIFIED THAT TWJ ~~ERIC~N PILOTS LA~DED IN THUJNG 
TIEN VILLAGE. IN ~~Y, 19b7, fH~T ONE OF THEM i'lAS 
CAPTURED THE ~O~NI ~:;. AF fER HE LANDED, AND TH ~ T PiE 
SECOND PILOT ~A3 SHJT TJ DEATH 6Y THE MILITIA a~ THE 
AFTERNOON OF THe> FOJRTH D~Y AFTER EJEC.TION. f~J OF 
THE III TNESSES Ci..~I.\1 THAT' THE SECOND PILOT'S BODY' "AS 
aURIED IN A COFFI~ IN T~E ~JUNTAINSIDE IIHERE HE 
FELL, AND THAT II ~,s DISCOVERED RATER IN THE YEAR 
TH~T WILD ANIMA~6 H~D E~HU~ED AND DESfROYED THE 
~E\1AINS. THE TEA\1 liD ~OT ATTE~PT TO VISIT THE 
REPORTED BURIAL SIT~~ 

3. (U) DETAILS JF INV:STIGATIO~: 

A. (£) ON 5-6 DEc 90 A JOINT US/SRV 
INVESTIGATIJ~ TEA~. :ONDJCTED AN INVESTIGATION OF 
REFNO 0691 (PATTERSJN) IN KI~ BOI DISTRICT, HA SJN 
BINH PROVINCE. A~EaICA~ TEAM ~E~BERS wERE U I. 

, TEAM LEADER~ \tSGT b n I,. _, ANALYST; 
SSG. a. _, :ASlJ,LTY RESOLUTIO~ TECHNICIA~; 
SFC(P) Ii. _ ~ND SGT .1 . I. _, SEA~CH 
AND RECOVERY SPECIA~IISTSJ A~D TSGT I I.. , 
\1EDICAL TEtHNICI4~. VIEJ~A~ESE TEA\1 ~EMBERS ~ERE 
PHAM V~N RUY'EN (RJY~ENF), TEA\1 LE'OERi AND 
"SPECIALISTS· LJU V,N T~O (THJJ), BUI aUANG vIET 
(aUANG VIEETJ), N~urEN )I~H KHIE~ (OI~HF K~IEE~), 
AND NGJ HUY CHUJ~~ (HUY CrlIlJNG). A PROVINCE ~OR~I~G 
GROUP CONSISTING JF BUI VAN TRONG (TRONGJ) AN~ 
NGUYEN THANH VI~N (THANH vIEE~) OF THE PEOPLE'S 
CO\fMITTEE, A~D ~AJ. 3UI vA;,·~ THANH (THAMH) OF THE 
~IL1TARY CO~~AND AC:OMP,NIED THE TEA~, AS 010 CPT 
BU! VAN LOI (LO~IJ) OF THE KI~ aDI DISTRICT ~ILITA~Y 
CO~~AND AND BUR T~E LOA~ (THEES LOAN) OF THE 
DISTRICT PEOPLE'S CJ~MITTEE. 

- 8. C"SJ 0'4" THE: IoiORNING OF 5 DEC THE TEA "1 
ARRIVED AT THE KI~. 301 DIsTRICT OFFICE7LOCATEO I~ 
TH~NH HA VILLAGE. (T~ANH HAF, NH 559B5~l. THE TEAM 

I~ riAS RECEIVED BY N~UYEN XUAN THU (THUl, FIRST DEP~TY 
I CHAIRMAN OF THE DISTRICT' PEOPLE'S CO..,\1ITTEE, A~O BY 
I PHAM HOAI NAM (HOAIF. NA'41, DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE 

01 QECTOR. AFTE~· IIE~CO'4 ING THE. TE AM, THU I NTR~D~CE D 
THE ABOVEMENTIO~EO ~OI ~ND LOAN, OF THE DISTRICT 
TASK TEAM. LOI- THE,~ PRESENTED AN ORALI REPORT OF MIS 

I INITIAL INVESTISATIJN vH:I THE 0691 INCIDENT. PilS 
, . 
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REPORT ~~S L~TER TY~EnRITTE~, A~D A PHOTOCOPy GIVE~ 
TO THE JOINT TE~u. IT ~AS BEEN T~A~SL.TEO, ~~D IS 
CITED AS REF B ~6JV~. ~T THE CO~CLvSION OF THE 
~RESENTATION LOI TJ~O TiE TE~~ THE ~I~LAGE I~ ~HIC~ 
THE IkCIDENT JC:U~R~D, THE DIST~ICT ~lLITARY 
CO~~AND, AND TH~ )ISTRI:T PEOPLE'S Ca~uITTEE HAD 
6EEN UNABLE TO ~O:4TE ~~y DJCU~E~TS Trl~T CONCER~ED 
THE CASE UNDER IN~ESTIG~TIO~. HE ALSO SAID, IN 
8T 
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~ 3 H F I & E N T I ~ ~ SECTIJN 02 OF 11 B~NG~JK TH O~S~7 

ESNFIBENTfAL 0071 FEB ql 
~I~IMIZE CONSIDERED FOR MILIT~RY ~DORESSEES 
SUBJ: DETAILED REPO~T OF INvESTIGATION OF CASE 
0691 (U) 
RESPONSE TO A OJESTION, THAT THERE HAS NO ~USEU~ D~ 
TRAOITION HOUSE I~ <1~ 301 DISTRICT. - ·C. ~) M~J THA~H, JF THE PROVINCE ~OR~ING 
GRJUP, THEN SHO~ED THE TE~M T~O DJCU~ENTS FRO~ 
FORMER HOA SINH P~O~INCE ~HICH REFER TO AN I~CIDE~T' 
THlT APPEARS TO CJR~ELATE TJ REFNO 0691. BOTH 
DOCU"1ENTS WILL 3E T,~lNSLATED IN FULL! AND REPORTED 
SEPARATELY. TH::. Fr.:~ST JF THEsE, A riA~Df4RITTE~ TEXT 
ENTITLED "A ~U~aEq JF L:SSO~S FRO"1 EXPERtENCE I~ T~E 
TASK OF CAPTURt~G A~ERICAN ~IR PIQATES l~ THE 
~OUNTAINS A~D FJR~STS" (MJOTJ SODS ~_IF HOCJ KI~~ 
NGHIEE"tJ TRJNG COJ~~:; TACS BA.';TS GI~llCJ. LUS "fYX JNR 
RW~GF ~UIS) CONrAIN3 TH::, FOLLaWI~G RELEVANT E\H~IES: 

(BEGIN TRANSLATIO~. TR,NSLATJR'S CJ"1~E~TS IN 
PAqENTHESES) , 
• 
(IN A TWO-PAGE SECTIO~ ~ISCUSSI~G STR)NG PQINTS JF 
THE VARIOUS CAprU~E EFFJRTS, THE FOLLJ~I~G APPEARS:) 

1. IN THE FI~HT AT THUONG rIEN AT THAT TI"1E T~E 
3U~ ~AS ORIGHT, IT idS 10T, ~E LACKED FlOD, WATE~, 
~ND TOBACCO, WE CJU~ON'T CHANGE CLOTHES, BUT ~~NY 
CO~RADES aO~E T~E DIFFICULTIES FOR FOUR STR~IGHT 
DAYS, UNTIL THE ~ISSION ~.S CO~PLET~LY ACCQ~PLIS~EO • 
• 
(A THREE-PAGE S~CTIJN DISCUSSING SHJRTCO~I~GS, ~~IC~ 
"tAY BE A SEPARATE DJCU~ENT, CONT~INS T~O E~TRIES D~ 
INTEREST. THE FI~ST~ CJNCERNING ·I~SUFF!CIENT 
POLITICAL EDUCATI)N OF THE FIGHTI~G CADRES,· ~OrES:) 

2. (THIS I~SUFFICIENCY) ALLONS REGRETTAeLE 
FIGHTS TO TAKE PL~CEY SJCH AS THE FIGHT AT THUO~G 
TIEN, IN WHICH JNE, ~IR PI~ArE WAS SHOT DEAD; IF-iE 
HAD BEEN CAPTURED AL~VE IT ~OUlD HAVE BEEN OF "t)RE 
9ENEFIT TO US, SUCH AS EXPLJITATION OF DATA Tu SERVE 
IN THE FIGHTING 8EFJRE JS, ~ND, ON THE OTHER ~A~D, 
TO E~BODY OUR HJ~'~I~ARIA~ POLICY. 
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(U~DER "UNSETTL::D D1Sel?LINE IN THE B~TTLEFIELD":) ...... . .. 
3. (THIS) STIL_' AU.OnS REGRETTABLE CI\lSTA~CES)"' 

SUCH AS THE TMUJN; TTEN FIG~T; TrlE RE~ULATI0NS ~ERE 
THAT ~HEN THE A~E~I:~~ PIRATE WAS CAPTURE~, TrlREE 
SHaTS SHOULD BE fIR::D TJ COLLECT THE TRJOPSi BUT 
THERE ~ERE NO R~GJLATIO~S, JR THEY nERE NOT CLEAq 
(TEXT ENDS) 

(END TRANSLATIO~) 

.. D. (-e-,) THE SECJND )OCU ... ENT IS A STATISTICAL, 
CO ... PILATION PREPA~E) BY BACH CONG LUC (BACHJ COJ'G 
LUCJ) OF THE HO~ BI~~ P~OVINCE ~ILIrARY CO~MAND QN 
28 NOV 74. IT IS E~TITLED "SUPPLEMENTARY 
CO~PILATION OF DATA OF ~ESrSTANCE TJ THE ~AR Of 
DESTRUCTION DURING· ~ YEARS BY THE TROOPS A"JD PE3PLE 
OF HJA BINH" (TAAPJ PHUJ. LUCJ VEEF SOJS LIEEUJ 
CHIEENS TRA~H P~AS rlOAI TRO~G 8 NAd ... CUAR QUAAN ZAA~ 
HOAF BINHF). T1E DJCU~ENT CONSISTS QF 25 UNNU~3ERE) 
PAGES OF HAND~RITTE~ TA3LES. THE P~GES OF IM~EDIATE 
INTER~ST ARE 17-11, wHI:H A~E A LIST JF PILOTS 
CAPTURED IN THE P~J~INCE DURI~G THE NAR. TME LIST 
IS ARRANGED IN TA3U_~R FOR~, UNDER THE FOLLO~I~G 
,EADINGS: "SUR~A~E ~ND NA~E JF A~ERICA~ AIR 
PIRATE," ·YEAR JF 9IRTH," -~A~K,· -TYPE OF AIRCRA~T 
fLOWN,"· ..... POINT JF O~IGI~," -DATE S~JT DOtiN," "D~rE 
CAPTURED,· "PLACE S1~T )O~N 4~D CAPTURED," "~JTES.· 
ENTRIES 30 A~D 31, ~3UN) J~ PAGE 18, ~EAD 45 
FOLLQrfS: 

30. I • • 1~2b CJLONEL b020Q6 Fqg 
7TH FLEET 1;-5-1i67 21-5"b7 TrlJ~NG TI!N VILLAGE, 
KI~ BOI CPEOPL~'S ~ILITIA SHOT DEAD) DEAD 

31. / (B~~~K) \1I\JJR (BI..A~I() Fi4B 7TH 
FLEET 19-5-1967 (3LAN{) THUONG TIE~ VILLAGE, KI~ 
BOI ALIVE 

ENTRY 22, AT THE: TO? OF PAGE 18, READS AS FOLLO~S: 

22. 1926 ~4JOR 2b.569 FQC 7TH FLEET 
26-3-19b7 2b-3-1967 C~O SJN VILLAGE, DA BAC 
BT 
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~FfDENTIA~ 0071 FEB 91 
~I~IMIZE CONSIDERED FOR MILITARY ADDRESSEES 
SUSJz DETAILED ~EPO~T OF INVESTIGATION OF CAsE 
Ob91 (U) 
(BLANK) -
SO~E OF THE STATISTICAL TABLES IN THE REMAINDER OF 
THIS- DOCUMENT ~RE OF PNIMIA INTERESTi (FOR EX'~PLE, A 
L1ST OF AIRCRAFT SHJJ DOWN BY PARTICULAR STRATESIC 
POINTS), BUT MAJI JIHNH ~EFUSED TO PER"1IT T~E TEA~ TJ 
TRANSCRIBE OR PriOTOSRAP-i, THESE SECTIONS (SEE 
CO"1MENTS, PAR 12). --E. ('C,)-'Q.N' THE lFTERNOJN OF 5 DEC THE- TEA .... 
TR~VELLED TO THJO~G TIE~ VILLAGE (TriWJNGJ TIEE~S, NH 
Qa7647), THE AREA N~ERE, ACCORDING TO TNE VIETNA"1ES~, 
DOCUMENTS CITED A3JvE, THE 0691 INCIDENT HAO TA~EN 
PLACE. THE TEA"1 ~AS RE~EIVED BY DINH QUANG HJP 
(DINH QUANG H~W?J), tHAIR"1A~ aF T~E VILLAGE pEOPLE'S 
Cu"1MITTEE. HOP WELCO~E~ THE TEA~, 'NO REPORTED THAT 
THE VILLAG~ HAD B~E~ ABLE T~ FIND FJUR PERSONS N~J . 
NOULD BE ABLE Tl. ?RJVIDE~ INFOR"1ATlJ~ ABOUT THE eASE. 
THE VILLAGE HAD ALSJ, BEEN A3LE, TO LaCATE THE GE~ER_L' 
AREA OF TNE REPJRTE) aU~IAL, AND H-D PREPAREO A 
ROUTE UP TO THAT LO:ATIJN FJR THE TEA"1 TO TR~~EL~ 
HOP THEN INTRODUC~O THE FIRST wIT~ESS, BUI ~A~ JNG 
(BUIF VAWN OONG~. 3EE LtINGUISTIC NOTE- IN PAR 12F 
BELO~), NOW 59 YE,qS OLl, A~D THE VILL~GE ~ILITl~ 
CO~MANDER AT THE, TI~E OF THE INCIDE~T • 
• 
• (ll C"SJ ONG SAID THAT HiE ENTIRE 
INCIDENT TOJK PL4CE BET~EEN 19 AND 23 ~AY 67. HE 
~AS IT THE VILL'GE ~ILITIA HEADQUARTERS WHEN, AT 
ABOUT 1200, HE :iE~R) THE. SOJND JF RJC'(ETS BEI~G 
FIRED. THE· D IRE C:T' COM a AT· \1 I LIT 1 A S J U N D EDT Ii E 
ATTACK WARNING, THE~: ONG. SOUNDED THE "lIl-ITIA 
ASSEMBL·Y SIGNAL. L'JCAL PEOPLE, CA"4E TJ; THE, 

~ liE AD QUARTERS AND· TOL.-O HIM THAT A :.IAN MAD FALLEN FRJ"1 
THE SKY -HANGING. FRJ."4 A MJSi;lUIJO ~ET.·, ONG THEN 
INFORMED THE DISTRIC,T lwIIl-ITARY COMMAND- AND RELlUESTED 
REINFORCEMENTS. IN:;. LEO THE \lIl-ITIA IN THE I:-4ITIALi 
PURSUIT, OF THE ?tLOT~ AFTER STOPPING FOR SUPPLIES 
AT ABOUT 1700 I~ X014 KHJ (KliUS) HAMLET, THE MILIrr~ 
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CO~TJNUED UP TO D)N; D4~H H~~LET (DJO~GF DANH, h~ 
q41832) THE 4RE~ I~rJ ~1ICH TnE PEOPLE S~ID THE 
PARACHUTE HAD FAL~E~, R~ACHING T~ERE AT ABOUT 190~~ 
~ITHII'C THE HJuR, J'-l:. OF TrfE MILITIA REPJRTED 
~OVEME~T NEAR - BJSi~ P)SSIBL~ FRJ~ A PARACHUTE 
FLAPPING IN THE riIN), A30JT A KILO~ETER UP FRJ~ Da~~ 
DANH. ONG ORDEREO THE ~REA BE ENCIRCLED lIGHTLY, 
BUT THAT THE MILJTJA KEEP THEIR PLACES. HE WAS 
CO~CER~tD TrfAI tHE ~ILJTJA ~IGHT LOSE THE PILOT OR 
INJURE THEMSELVES STU~8~JNG AROUND IN THE DARKNESS 
3N THE HEAVILY-FORESTED ~JUNTAI~SlDE. DNG HI~SELF 
THEN RETURtJEO T): n IS F I ::LD HE ADQUARTERS AT DONG 
DA~H, TO HELP DIRECT TH: ~OYE~ENTS UF THE ~ORE THAN 
1,000 ~ILITIA ri~O ~ERE ENGAGED IN THE PURSUIT OF THE 
PILOT. 

(2) (~) THE PILOT HAS CAPTURED AT ABDUT 
0800 THE NEXT ~)R~I~G (20 M~Y). ONG ~AS STILL. l~ 
DONG DANH AT THE: TI"IE, HILITIA~EN TOL.D Hl\4 THAT THE 
PILOT F~REO T~O S~DTS, 3UT NHEN THE ~lLITIA FIRED IN 
THE AIR TO THRE~TE~ Hl~, HE S~RRE~DERED. THE PILOT 
~~s BRJUGHT INT) )O~G D,NH, WHERE D~G rlAD A C~A~CE 
TO LOOK AT HIM. THE. C~?T~RED PIL~T WAS A ~ALE 
CAUCASIAN, ABOUT 25 YE4~S OLD. HE nAS ABOUT 1.75 
~ETERS TALL, ~JTH B~ONDIS1 rlAIR A~D ~JUSTACHE. ~E 
~AS CLAD IN A SJIT T~AT HAD PJCKETS I~ THE LEGS. 
ONG ODES NOT RE~E"IB~R TiE CJLJR OF THE SUIT, NOR DIJ 
HE NOTICE THE R~N~ INSI5NIA. THE PILOT HAD A REO 
AND BLUE HEL~ET, A ?ARA:HUTE, A PISTO~~ AND A ~ATCH. 
THE DISTRICT MIL~TA~Y C)M~A~D AND PSS TOOK 
POSSESSION ~F A~L TiE PERSO, .. AL, EFfECTS. THE PILOT 
~I~SELF WAS TUR~E~ JVER T~ THE CONTROL OF THE 
DISTRICT MILITA~Y C)MM4~OER, A ~A~ NA~EO LA~E 
(L4NHJ), AT XO~ CJ~; (C)ONG) H4~LET AT ABOUT 1100. 
3NG ~EV~R HEARD TrlE PILJT'S NAME, A~D DOES NoT 
RE~E~BER IF HE SAID ANYTHIN~ DURING THE TI~E HE ~A5 
ABLE TO OBSERVE HIM • 
• 
- (3) ~) IT ~4S ~HILE JNG nAS AT OONG 
DA~H THAT HE HEARD FRO~ T~E LOCAL PEOPLE THAT TrfERE 
~ERE T~O PAR4CHJTES DO~~. JNG HAD NOT SEEN THE 
AIRCRAFT SHJT D)W~, NOR HAD HE. OBSERVED THE EJECTION 
OF THE PILOTS, SO H~. lHJUGHT ONLY O~E PILOT HAS 
BT 
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c.B~FIeEIH1M: 0071 FEB 91 
~I~I~IZE CONSID!RED FOR MILITARY ADDRESSEES 
SUBJ: DETAI~ED ~E?O~T uF rN~ESTIGATION OF CAsE 
Oo~1 (U) 
INVOLVED. NE O~DER~D T;E MILITIA Ta CONTI~UE THE 
SE4RCH UNTIL THE SE:OND PI~OT ~AS CAPTURED. -
- (tt) (~ THIS sE4RCH TOOK AN ~DDITIO~AL 
THREE DAYS. IT w~s ~uT U~TIL THE LATE AFTERNDO~ OF 
THE THIRD DAY AFTER THE FI~ST PILOT ~AS CAPTURED 
(I.E., 23 MAYl THAT THE MILTIA. DISC~VERED THE HIDI~G 
PLACE OF THE SECO~D PIL~T •. DURING. THE SEARCH, FE~ 
AMERIC4N AIRCRAFT ~'PEA~ED IN THE AREA. O~G SA~ NJ 
SAR AIRCRAFT ON 20 JR 21 ~AY. ON 22 ~AY T~J JETS 
APPEAREO," ORDPP I N;. ~JOD A!~D .WA TER TNA T FELL' 700 -80 0 
~ETERSrFRDM THE~PlX:E ~~ERE'tHE'SECO~D PILOT ~AS 
EVENTUALLY;DISCJVER~D._THAT SAHE D4V PLANES ALSJ 
DROPPED TwO PAC~A;ES TH'T THE MILITI4 I~ITIAL~Y 
THJUGHTWERE MI~ES. NHEN THEY EXAMINED THE 
PACKAGES, P:JI(IN~. A~) PRJDDI~G AT THE"', THEY SJDDENL,Y 
EXPANDED 'INTO T~O L~RGE BALLOONS. ' 

.". 

- (5) C'5J ONG WAS ~:JT ACTuALLY PREsENT 
NHEN THE SECOND PILOT ~~S FJUND. ACCJRDING TJ ~~AT 
HE HEARD FRO~ T;E ~rLITIA, AT A60JT IbOOO~ T~E 
AFTERNJON OF 23 ~'Y THE MILITIA SA~ TriO SIGNAL 
FLARES, ONE REO A~D O~E riHITE, fIRE) FRO~ 4 CLU~P JF 
THIN BAMBOO (C4AY V'NNG). JNG· rlI~SELF CLAI~S T3 
HAVE SEEN WHITE A~D BLACK S~OKE FRO~ THE FIELD 
HE40QU'RTERS. THE ~ILITI4 SURROUNDED THE 4REA 
CLOSELY, THEN E~TER~D TiE B4~BOQ. AT ASOUT 1100 T~E 
"iILITIA ADVISED O~G THAT THE; PILOT NAD RESISTED 
CAPTURE AND HAD BEE~· SHJT BY A ~ILITIA~A~ NA~ED 
PtH CH (PHI CHS) • -
- Co) C'6-l ONG DID NOT GO. TO THE INcIOE~T 
LOCATION THAT DAY. THE NEXT DAY HE ~AS ORDERED TO 
ARRMJGE THE BURIAL.t JF T:iE DEAD PILOT, A TASK IN 
~HICH HE CLAIMS Ta; 1AVE PARTICIPATED DIRECTLy. THE 
'IIILITIA BORROWEO, A COFFIN FRO ... DONG DANH HA~LET, 
~HERE AN ELDERLY RESIDE.'H HAD BEEN i<EEP ING O~E, I" 
ANTICIPATION OF HER APP~OACHING DEATH. THEY CARRIED 
THE COFFIN UP ~TtiE )4JUNT~INSIDE. TO TNE BA~aOO THICKET 
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~HERE THE PILOT H_D aEE~ SHJT. ONG SAN THE pILQT'S 
BODY THERE, L)I~G O~ ITS 3ACK. THE BJDY APPEARED 
~EAVIER, SHJRTER, A~) A LITTLE DARKER (BOTH 
ca~PLEXIO~ AND 1AIqJ TH,N THE FIRST PILOT. TrlE~E -
NAS A IWUND I~ THE SIDE (JUG CAr~'I:;T Rf.~E\tBER "HIeH 
SIDE). ONG SAW NJ JThE~ hOuNDS, BUT DID NaT f.XA~INE 
THE BODY CLOSELY. THE ~ILITIA DUG A GRAVE IN THE 
~OUNTAI~SIDE TO THE DEPTH OF. TWO FOREARMS, RE~O~ED 
THE PILOT'S SUlr A~) aJJTS, WRAPPED TriE BODY IN l 
THIN 8LAN~ET, A~O P~ACE)'IT I~ THE COFFIN, NHICH riAS 
THEN HASTILY BU~IEO. A STO~E WAS PuT AT THE HEAD OF 
THE COFfIN IN A:CJR)ANc::· 141TH LOCAt CUSTOM. THE 
SU~IAL HAS COMP~ETE) BY 0900, AN HO~R AFTER o~G 
ARRIVED. -
- (7) (-sJ ABOUT A YEAR LATER (ONG 
ORIGINALLY SAID -A FEI4 ~D~T~ LATER,· THEN CHANGED 
HIS ~lND) O~G W4S TJLD 9Y PROVINCE JFFICIALS TO GO 
BACK TO THE BURIA!.I SITE TJ "CL.ARIFY TriE SITUATIJ'I," 
IN CASE AN EFFORT ~lGHT BE ~ADE TJ RECOVER THE 
RE~AINS>AT A RATER )ATE. O~G CLI~BED BACK TO THE 
SITE, ~NLY TJ DISCO~ER THAT THE COFFIN HAD ~EEN 
PULLED FROM THE G~A~E A~O BJRST OPE~. THE RE\tAI~S, 
EXCEPT FOR A FE~ se_TTE~EO FR4G~E~TS NHICH UNb 
~CJLLECTED A~O ~E 3tHI ED, ~AO 01 SAPPEARED. ON~ HAD \, 
HEARD THAl NILD PIGS ~E~E CJ~~O~ l~ TriE AREA, A~D HE 
SA~ THACKS AT T~E SITE ~~ICH LED HI~ TO BELIEVE THlT 
WILD PI~ HAD E~HJ~iD T~E PILOT'S BJOY. HE rlAS 
ACCO~PlNIED TO THE SlTE By OISTRICT A~D PROVI~CE 
OFFICIALS, TH~ ~U~9ER A~O I~ENTITY OF ~HO~ HE CA~NJT 
RECA(L. THESE JFFI:lALS TOJK NJTES, SUT NO 
PHDTnG~APHS. O~G DJES ~OT ~N~w ~HAT BECA~E of THE 
NOTES. HE HAS ~EvE~ BEEN RACK TO THE SITE. -

(6) (~) IN RESPJNSE TO T~E TEA~'s 
QUESTIJNS, O~G ?RJVIDED SJ~E ADDITIJ~4L INFJR\tATIO~ 
ABJUT THE INCIDENT. HE BELIEVES THE AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED SOME~HE~E I~ ~Y SON DISTRICT. THE MILITIA 
NERE NOT REJUIRED T), "'A~E A REPORT JF THE INcIDENT, 
BECAUSE THE DISTRICT' "'IL~TARY CO~~A~O WAS PRESENT ~T 
THE SCENE THROUGHJUT' TH: INCIDENT. A MAN ~A!otEO VA~ 
(VAANS), THE PSS CHIEF JF KI~ 801 DISTRICT AT THE 
Tl~E OF ~HE INClDENT, WrlO IS NO~ RETIRED AND LIvING 
!H 
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etJNFI9Etnf1tl, 0071 FEB 91 
~INI~IZf CONSID~REO FOR MILIT4RY ADDRESSEES 
SUBJ; OETAILED ~EPQ~T OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE 
0691 (U) 
IN KIM TIEN VIL~~~E, TOJK THE PILOT'S PERSONAL 
EFFECTS AND IOE~TIFICATION ~EDIA, EXCEPT FOR THE 
DEAD PILOT'S CLQrHI~G. HE THINKS THE BONE FRAG~E~TS 
HE RE8URIEI> WERE;; FRJ~ LJWER ARM 90NES. 

.. F. ("S.;) THE SECJND ~ITNESS INTERVIEWED WAS B~JI 
VA~ PHICH (PHICHS), FOR"1ERLY A "lE.\4BER OF THE: THUONG 
TIEN VILLAGE ~IL~TI4, A~O THE PERSON IDENTIFIED 9Y 
ONG AS THE "1AN ~H3 SHOT THE SECOND PILOT. PHICrl IS 
NO~ q2 YEARS OL~. 'T T~E Tl~E OF TrlE I~CIDfNT, 
THEREfOHE, HE WJULD HAVE· SEEN 19. -
- (1) (~ PHICH TJLD THE rE4~ THAT THE 
INCIDENT rOOK PL~CE DURING THE HOT SEASON OF 1967, 
POSSIBLY IN APRIL O~ M4¥. HE ODES ~JT REC~LL TrlE 
DATE. HE DID NJT S::E T,E AIRCRAFT, ~OR THE 
PARACHUTES, AND DJES Nor KNJN WHERE TliE AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED. "'HE DID· ~OT P4:iTICIPATE It-..I T.iE CAPTuRE JF 
THE fIRST PILOT. If' I4AS ~OT UNTIL THE D4y BEFORE HE 
SHOT THE SECONO PILJT TiAT HE TOO< PART IN THE 
SEARCH EFfORT. 

(2) (oSJ PHICH SAID THAT HE RE:-tE~BERS PE 
SCENE VIVIDLY. SJ~EJI~E aETWEEN 1600 A~O 1700 J~ 
THE DAY AfTER H::: JJINED TliE SEARCH FOR THE PILOT, ;:: 
SA~ REDDISH SMO{E E~ERGING fRJ~ 4 BAMBOO THIC~ET J~ 
THE ~OUNTAINSIOE. rHE ~ILITIA LEADERSHIP SAID rriAT 
THE PILOT WAS PROSA3Lf ~IOI~G IN THE THICKET. P~ICn 
AND ANaTHERMILIlIA~AN ~A~ED BUI ~A~ BAY (SAAYR) 
ENTERED THE THICKET, AHEAD Jf THE OTHER ~ILITIA~E~. 
PHICH SAW THE. PILJT SEATED IN THE GROJND ABOuT 10 
~ETERS AWAY. P~ICH SHOUTED (IN VIETNA~ESE) -HANDS 
up,· THREE TI\4ES, A~O -SURRENDER,· ONCE. THE PILOT 

~. ROSE SLOWLY TO HIS FEET, THEN riENT I~TO A CROUCH A~O 
c. RE4CHED BEHIND ~l~, AS IF HE ~ERE TRYING TO GRASP 
~~ HIS PISTOL. BAY FlqED , ~ARNING SHOT INTO THE AIR, 
j TO INTIMIDATE THE PILOT. PHICH THE~ rlEARO THE VJICE 

3F THU (THU), TrlE VILLA~E PARTY SECRETARY, ~Hu NAS 
ST\NDING OUTSIDE. THEt THICt<ET, SAY: "If HE RESISTS, 
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SH~OT HIM1R PHIC; FIRED JNE SHOT fRD~ HIS A~ERICA~­
MADE RIFLE, AND T1E_~JLJT ~~~L ~fER. HE DIED ALMlST 
AT ONCE.. PHICH ~1jV::O TJ\·iARi> THE. PILOT, ~Nr) TrlE 
OT~ER ~lLITIAME~ 3U~ST INTJ TrlE TrlICKET AND BEGA~ 
CRJIiDING AROUND. H;:. THEN HEARD AN JROER TO LEAvE 
THE AREA, sa HE WE~r: BA:I< TJ rilS HOUSE. HE DID NJT 
PARTICIPATE IN THE 3URIALOf THE PILOT, AND HAS 
~EVER BEEN TJ TrlE R~PORrED aURIAL SITE. 

0) r-o PHI:H DESCRIBED THE PILOT AS A 
JotALE CAlJCAS IAN, PJ5 31 Sl f ABJUT ill YEARS OLD, In TH 
BRO~NISH HAIR A~D H'ZEL EYES~ HE DID NOT HAVE. A 
~OUSTACHE, BUT ~IS ,EAR) rl4D APPARENTLY BEEN GRJ~I~G 
FOR THREE OR FOJR D~YS. HE DID NOT ExA~INE TrlE 
PILOT CLOSELY. HE ~OTICED JNLY A SINGLE rlOU~D I~ 
THE CHEST; NO OTHER INJURIES wERE VISIBLE. HE. DOES 
NOT REMEMBER THE· TYPE OF CLJTHING WOR~ BY THE PILOT, 
9UT HE DOES KNON TH~T TnE PILOT WAS NJT riE~RI~G A 
fLIGHT SUIT. THERE WAS HAIR VISIBLt ON THE PILOT'S 
CHEST. PHICH DID N)T NJTICE ANY RA~K INSIGNIA J~ 
THE PILOT'S CLOTHI~;~ .. 

(4) ~ IN REsPJNSE TO ~UESTIO~S PHICH 
P~OVI OED A Sf-tALLI 1\ \1)UNT OF A DDI T. I JNl\L INfORMA T I J.". 
THE PILOT HAD SJM: EQUIPMENT NITH HI~, bUT ~HICH 
DOES ·NOT RE~EMBER ~i~T IT WAS. THE EQUIP~E~T ~AS 
TAKEN BY SO~EBO)Y H~ DI~ ~OT RECOSNIZE, aUT wrlO~ rlE 
HEARD ~AS FRa~ THE )ISTQICT. HE SAd NO A~ERICA~ 
AIRCRAfT DURING HIS PARTICIPATION I~ THE SEARC~ ~DR 
DID HE SEE A~Y SUPP~N P,RACrlUTES • 

. b. (~ THE ~~XT ~a~NING (b DEC) THE TEAM 
RETURNED TO TrlUJN~ lIEN VIL~AGE TJ CONDUCT 
ADDITIONAL INTE~VIE~S. THE FIRST PERSON BROUGHT TJ 
THE T£AM'S ATTE~TIO~ BY T~E VILLAGE LEADERSrlIP d4S 
NA~EO BUI VA~ ~JC C~UCJ). ~UC BEGA~ SPEAKING IN 
~UONG, AND LATE~ S~IJCHED TO A BAREL¥-INTELLIGIBLE 
VIET~A~l::.SE. rlE M,y HAVE. BEEN INTJXICAT£D. wrlE~ T-tE 
TEA~ (INCLUDING THE VIETNAMESE CONTINGENT) HAS 
FINALLY ABLE TO SORT' OUT "IiAT HE NAS SAYING, IT 
BECAME IMMEDIATELY ,PPARENT THAT ~UC HAD NEVER 
PARTICIPATED IN T:iE INCIDENT, HAD L'ITTLE BUT L.I~ITED 
HEARSAY ABOUT IT, A~D HAD NEVER BEE~ TO THE REPO~TED 
BT 
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CO~fI9ENTIAL 0071 FEB 91 
~INIMIZE CONSID~RED FOR MILITARY 4DDRESSEEs 
SUBJ: DETAILED ~EPO~T OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE 
0691 (u) 
BURIAL SITE. T1E REASO~ ~HY THE VILLAGE BROUGHT HI~ 
TO BE INTERVIEW~D ~'S NEYER MADE CLEAR. 

- 'H. C'SJ BUI Y~N BAY CaAAYR), THE, ~AN SAID BY 
PHICH TO HAVE ACCJ,~?ANIED HIM INTO THE, THICKET, ~AS 
INTERVIEWED NEXT~ ~AY SAID THAT HE ~AS NOW 55 YEARS 
OLD, AND AT THE TI~::i OF THE INCIDENT liAS A PLAHHlN 
LEADER OF TrlE YlLLA;E MILITIA. HE IS NO~ THE KI~ 
BOI DISTRICT PA~TY CO~MlTTEE sECRETARY. -

(ll ('S,J BAY SAID THAT THE INCIDE~T TJO:( 
PLACE ON 19 ~AY 61. HE WAS IN vO LUAN (VOX LUA~J) 
HA~LET AT TrlE TIM::. HE 010 ~JT SEE THE AIRCR4FT, 
BUT: HE DID SEE JNE, ?ARA:HUTE. HE ASSiJMES HE DID NOT 
SEE' THE SECJND PI\~A:HUTE, BECAUSE THE' ~OUNT 4INS 
BLOCKED HIS,YIE~. ;E JJINEO HIS ~ILtTIA PLATOON A~) 
REACHED THE ASSIG~EJ A~3UsH POSITION (I~ CASE Jf A 
RESCUE ATT~MPT) AT 'BOUT 1300. TriEt RE~ArNED T~ERE 
'JNTIL ABOUT 0600 TH::i NEICT D4Y, fJlHEN THEY HEARD rl'iAT 
ONE PILOT HAD BEE~ :APTJRED, oUT A SECOND PILuT ~AS 
STILL AT LARGE. aAf'S ?LATJO~ ~AS A~JNG THJSE 
ORDERED TO CJNTINJE TME SEARCH. 

(2) (~ AT ABOUT 0900 wMILE RESTI~G IN 
DONG DANH HAMLET~ B'Y ~'S ABLE TO oaSERVE THE 
CAPTURED PILOT'S ~R~IVALl. HE SAID TrlE PILOT ~AS ~ 
~ALE CAUCASIAN, A30JT AS TALL AS THE, u.S. TEA~ 
LEADER (1.9 METERS). T~E PILOT HAD BLO~DISrl HAIR. 
BAY IS UNABLE TJ, ~ECALL ANY OTHER FEATURES. THE 
PILOT HAS DRESSED I~' A FLIGHT SUIT 4ND BOOTS. dAY 
~OTICED NO INSI~NIA ON THE SUIT. TrlE BJJTS wERE 
TAKEN FRO""' tHE P I LOT, ArT ME VILLAGE. THE PILOT !-fA 0 
~EITHER EQUIPME~T NJR WEApONS AT, THE TIME BAy SA~ 
HI~. BAY RE~AI~ED IN T~E HA~LET FOR LESS THAN A~ 

~.i :OUR, THEN C~::I:) 0:0 Z:I:~::X:~:S:::N:: :;:~::::. 
.. DROP SUPPLIES (THER::, "ERE A LOT OF AMERICAN AIRC~AFT 

IN THE AREA THRJUGHJUT THE' INCIOENT'). ANOTHER 
:i ~ILTIA UNIT RECJVER::D TrlE SUPPLIES. THE fOLLJ~I~G 
J 
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AFTERNDON, BAY SA' A RE) SIGNAL FLARE FIRED FRO~ A 
BA~Bao THICKEl IN A STEEPLY SLOPING ~aUNTAINSIDE, 
A8DUT 500 METERS FRJ~ TiE FIELD HE~DQUARTERS. 64Y'S 
U~IT HAS CLJSESr TO'THAT LO:4TIJ~, SO HIS UNIT 
RECEIVED THE OR~ER TO A)V~N:E. B~Y, PHICH, THE 
PARTY SECRETARY, ~~) SEVERAL JTHER PERSONS, wHO~ 64Y 
CANNOT REME~aER,~~vEC FORWARD TD CAPTURE THE PILOT. -
- (4) C'5J BAY'S ACCJUNT OF THE PILOT'S 
DEATH AGREES CO~PLETELY WITH THAT OF PHICH. BAY 
PRDVIDED THE FOLLJAING 'DDITIONAL DETAILS. THE 
PILOT ~AS HOLOI~G A PISTOL. AFTER oAY FIRED THE 
~ARNING SHOT, A~D TiE PILoT DID NOT SURRENDER, BAY 
TURNED AROUSD TJ, THE'.. PA~TY SECRETARY, wHO wAS 
OUTSIDE THE THI:KET, AN) SAID: "IT LJoKS LIKE HE'S 
GOING TO RESIST." IT ii'S AT THAT PJINT THAT THE 
SECRETARY SAID TO SioaT THE PILOT IF HE RESIsTED. 
PHICH Too~ THAT STATE~E~T AS AN ORDER TO SHOoT THE 
PILOT, AND FIRE). THE PILOT FELL T) THE GROuND, 
SHJT IN THE CHEST, ~ND )IEO riITHJ~ A ~INUTE. 

- (5) rsJ BAY SAID THAT IT liAS DIFFICuLT 
TOT ELL T HAT T H::; ~ A '( I N T Ii E T HIe K E T II A SAp I L :1 T , 
BECAUSE HE nAS '~OT: NEARltJ$ A FLIGHT SJI T. HE w~s 
DRESSED IN TRJUSE~S AND A SLEEVELESS T-SHIRT (~FTER 
FURTHER Q~ESTIo~I~G, TH~ TEA~ D~CIDED THAT DAY hAS 
TRYING TO DESCRIBE , SU~VIV~L VEST). THE PILOT NAS 
A ~ALE CAUCASIA~, SiDRT~R, liEAVIER, AND YOUNGER T"~N 
THE CAPTURED PI~OT. HIS ~AIR WAS BRoNNISH. oAY 
~oTICED NJ ~JuNOS J~ TH~ PILOT'S BODY OTHER TrlAN TH~ 
GUNSHOT WOUND I~ TH: CH~ST. AFTER DETER~INING THAT 
THE PILOT HAS OE~~, PHI:H PICKED UP T~E PILUT'S 
PISTuL AND SROU~HT IT 6,CK TO THE PARTY SECRETA~Y, 
~HJ NAS HEADING TJN~RD THE SCENE TO TAKE THE PILOT'S 
EQUIPMENT. BAY TJL) THE sECRETARY THAT THE PILOT 
~AS DEAD. THE SE:RETARY TOLD BAY TJ LET HIS 
~lLITIAMEN GO HJ~E TO R~ST. aAY DID SO. HE NAS I~ 
THE THICKET FOR O~LY FI~E MINUTES. ON HIS ~AY a~C( 
HD~E, HE PASSED TrlRJUGH OJNG DANH, NHERE HE SA~ TN) 
LARGE GRAY BALLJO~S. B'Y DID NOT PARTICIPATE I~ THE 
BURIAL OF THE PILJT, AN) HAS NEVER BEEN BACK TO THE 
SCENE. -
BT 
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GONFIBEflfikl, 0071 FEB 91 
~I~I~IZE CONSIDERED FaR MILITARY ADDRESSEES 
SUBJ: DETAILED ~E?O~T OF INVESTIGATION JF CAsE. 
0&91 (U) . 
.. C&) t"sJ AS LEADER OF THE '4ILITIA 
PL~TOON, BAY WAS ~~'RDED A CERTIFICATE OF 
CO~MENDATION BY THE PRO~INCE '4ILITARY CJ~MAND. ~AY 
SHO~ED THIS DOCU~ENT TO THE TEA~. THE CERTIFIC~TE, 
NU~BER S0531K5, IS )ATE~ 13 JULY &7 A~D CO~~ENDS BAY 
FOR "COMPLETELY ACCJ~PLIS~I~G THE ~ISSION OF 
CAPTURING AN AMERIC'N ~IR PIRATE ON 19 ~AY 67.-

.. I. ~ THE FIN~L ~ITNESS INTERVIEWED BY THE 
TEA~ WAS BUI VA~ ,~~G (ZUNGJ), ALSO ~NnNN AS SU~ 
HUNG AN (HWNG A~). HE IS N3W 53 YEARS OLD, A~D ~AS 
~ ~ILITIAMA~ AT TrlE TI~E of THE INCIDENT. HE 
PAqTICIPATEO IN NEIrHER T~E CAPTURE OF THE FIRST 
PILOT, 'NOR THE SHJOTING OF THE SECOND. HE ~A9, 
HO~EVER, ONE OF T~J5E OQDERED TO BU~Y THE SECJ~D 
PILOT'S BODY • .. 

(1) ("S-) DUNJ/~N WAS AT THAT TI~E A 
RESIDENT OF DONG ~A~H H'~LET, WHICH HAS SINCE BEEN 
ABANDO~ED (SEE CO~~:~TS). IN THE '4JR~ING AFTER THE 
DEATH OF THE SECO~O PILJT, HE WAS ORDERED TO rlELP 
BURY T~E PILOT'S 3J)Y. HE 30UGHT A CJFFIN JF SJAN 
1'1000 FROM O'~E OF TH::t HA\1LET RESIDENTS, THEN HE A'JD 
T~E FOUR OTHER ~ILITIA ~HJ ~E~T "'ITM rlI~ DRAGGED T~E 
COFFIN UP THE ~JU~T~INSIDE TO W~ERE THE PILOT'S 3JDY 

. ..rAS LYING • .. 
- (2) (~ THE. PILOT WAS A "'ALE CAuCASIA'4 
DRESSED IN TROUSERS AND A SLEEVELESS SHIRT. rHE 
BODY H~D A NOUND JNDER THE AR'4. AS DUNG/AN rlAS 
HELPING TO C~RRr' THEI BOOY TO .THE COFFIN, HiE TR~USER 
LEGS RODE UP. ~J T~'T'POINT HE .NOTICED A L~RGE 
SRUISE ON ONE OF THE! SHINS. THE ~IL'ITIA CUT A GRAvE 
INTO THE SLOPE, PL.A:EO THE BOOY IN THE, COFFIN,. PiJT 
THE COFFIN INTO TrlE GR_'1E, ~ND HASTILY COVERED IT 
~ITH SJIL. THE GRAvE, SEING CUT INTO THE 
\40UNTAINSIDE, WAS S~APED' LII(E ~ NJTCH. ~HILE THE 
SIDE THAT FACED UP THE SLOPE ~AS ABOUT T~O FORE~~MS 
DEEP, THE LOo'fER S I DEI IU S JNL·Y DEEP ENJUGH Til COvER 
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THE COFfIN. THE ~I~~TI' DI~ ~Ol BU~Y THE PILJT 4NY 
~ORE CAREFULLY 3E:_JSE THEY WERE AFRAID OF POSSIBLE 
4IR ATTAC~. (DJNG/~N 4)DED AT THIS PJINT TNAT H4D 
~E KNONN THE INrE~E)T T1E G1A~E SIT~ ~AS GOING TJ 
ATTRACT I~ THE FUTU~E, iE rlJU~D HAVE 3URIED TrlE 
COFFIN DEEPLY, AND PLAC~D A HJGE ROCK, CARVED rlITrl 
THE PILOT'S NA~E, O~ TOP OF TrlE GR4~E, SO THAT THE 
GRAYE COULD BE IDENTIFIED NFn~ A 6ILLION YEARS.N) -

(3) ~ IN DECE~BER, 19b7, BUI VA~ ONG 
ORDERED HIM TO ~O U? TO TrlE GRAYE SITE TO POI~T IT 
OUT TO THREE PERSJNS WHJ AERE GOING TJ GO ~ITn HI~. 
DU~G/AN DOES NOT KN)~ ~1Y THOSE THREE PERSONS, ~HO~ 
HE DID NOT RECO;NIZ~, ~ERE INTERESTED IN THE SITE. 
JNG Hl~SELF DID NJT GO. DUNG IAN LED THE THREE ~EN 
TO THE SITE. TrlE E~TIR: AREA APPEARED TO HAvE BEE~ 
DUG UP BY ~ILD 'NI~'LS. (~HEN THE TEA~ EXPRESSED 
SO~E SKEPTICIS~ A~OJT T11S JBSERV~TION, DU~G/AN ~E~T 
INTO A LENGTHY DESCRIPTION JF THE VARIOUS TypES OF 
WILDLIF~, TO BE FOUN) ON T~E MJUNTAIN, A~ONG TrlE~, 
-RATS AS LONG AS A ~AN'S FOREARM,- AND HOh THEY ~E~E 
CAP~BLE OF DIGGIN; JP ~ GRAvE.) ~O T~ACE OF THE 
GR'YE OK COFFIN RE~~I~E). THE THREE ~E~ wHJ ~E~T 
~ITH HIM TOJK N) ~OTES JF THE SITE. -
- J. ~ BOT; )N; AN) DUNG/AN CL~I.'o\ED Tn BE A3LE 
TO POINT OUT TH:: GE\IERAL, ARE-A, OF PiE aURIAL, SUT 
~EITHEq OF TH£~ K~Eh TH~ EXACT LOCATIJN. CPT L)I 
POINTED OUT ON rllS ~AP THE LOCATION VISITED BY T~E 
DIST~ICT TASK TEA~, TO ~HICrl THE TEA4 HAD BEE~ LEO 
3 YOU r~ G 1 AN. T H ::. \t A ;), L 0 : A T I J N I N 0 I C 1\ TED B Y L 9 I I S II rt 
4316Sb, NEAR TH~ 1E4D OF A STREA~ O~ T~E rlESTER~ 
SL3PE Of A SaUTiERN SPU~ Of NUl OJI TnOl MOUNTAI~. 
AS THE WITNESSES COJLD ~OT POINT JUT THE SPEcIFIC 
GRAYE SITE, AND TrlE SITE IN~ICATEO rlAS LOC~TED l~ 
KARST, OVER EIGrlT KIlO~!JERS ON FJOT FRO~ TnE 
VILLAGE OFFICE, TiE TEA~ DECIDED NOT TO GO THERE. 
NEVERTH~LESS, I~ )R)ER TO DETER~INE IF THE 
VIETNA~(SE ~ERE EXA~GER'TING TH~ DIFFICULTY of A 
SITE VISIT, THE TEA~ 01) ~ALK PART JF TrtE ~Ay, Tn IIrl 
Q7C1S41. AT THIS POINT THE TRAIL: ROSE STEEPLy INTO 
"THE KARST, AND THE GUIDES T3LD T~E TEAM THAT THE 
SITE HAS STILL SEVE~AL ~ILO~ETERS AND THREE KARST 
BT 
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