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STATEMENT OF LTJG CARPENTER

Cn 19 May aircraft S02 was hit by a SAM while flying number three in a
flight of six aircraft. I was flying numbar two position. The flight had
broken us the misaile approached and as we contianued our turn, I could see
two good chutes floating down and observed tha airoraft impact explods
and bwrn. Wa continued on the mission. (n egress from the target the
flight had been separated completely and I was alone. As we passed over the
crash site, I heaxrd two separate beepers followed by a trunamission *This
i3 RAYGUN 502 ' LT PATTERSCN'S volce. I answared "this is 505; read you

loud and clear.'! [is reply was ‘'Is that you, Steve?" ‘''Jogative; this isx
dNick. that is your condition?" "I am CK, but I have a badly broken left
leg and won't be able to move.'t I rogared that and avout that time I got
another calli !"This 502 on dack;' LCDR MCDANIEL's voice. I replied ''"Roger;
"I read you. what is your conditicn?'* ke replied "I am CX". Ey this time
I had passed the area. X still had a full lcad of boambs and diminishing
fusl, so I could no% remain <in the area. When I returned to the ship I
lzarned that I was the only person to Lieaxr from eitber individual and was
the only one fairly sure of their position.

I launched again at first light in an A-6A with four (4) F-4+ Phantoms
29 escorts, As we crested the suspected ridge line, I immediately got two
beepats, and determined tkeir position to te in & "' shaped vallsy. As
the Fhantoms circled to tha north, I atayed low in the valley and attsapted
couzmunicationgs. At low altitude you could only hear and talk to the downed
cresmember as you passed almost directly over him., Volce cocmunications
were made with LT PATTERSCN only, thouzh a separats beeper believed to be
LCDR MCDANIEL's was heard., LT PATTERSCN's conversation consisted of a
reconfirmation of his badly broken left leg, no activity in area, and vhen
queried as to LCDR MCDANIEL's positiom he replied “he's over, tne hill."
I took this to mean that he had landed on the other aide of a small ridge
on the side of. the large xridge. As we circlad we finally spotted LT PAT-
TTRSON's position. We saw the chute on the ground in a clearing and an
object next to 1t belleved to be LT PATTERSCN, Each time we passed over
he would call “Now, Nowl' when we were directly overhead. Ve exited the
area. The folldwing morning I again went into the area in the badk seat of
an FiC to drop the kite for the Fulton Extraction System and a survival
equipment kit, As befors, when we entered the valley, we again heard a-
teepar, followed by volce commuinicatiaons with LT PATTERSON. The conver-
saticn cohsisted this time of relocating his position and explaining what
we were going to do (drop kits to him). Ve located him by mirror flashes
and dropped the kits to him. They landed in a clearing about 100 yards
down the side of the hill from him. We attempted to find out LCDR HCDAN-
IZL's status from him but could not. Ve began to get MIG calls in the
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area and we were low on fuel.30 we left the area with LT PATTERSON moving
toward the kits. That evening X lounched in the C130 recovery aircraft

ond the two FiC's that went in with me that morning went in prior to the
Cl%0 to confirm that ths system was set up and ready. They established
communication with LT PULIERSCON and learned that he had not gotten the

kits; the "Cooks' got them and almost captured him trying to get them,

He further stated that he was back up the hill where it was safer and was
remainiag there. IHe was asked again “is anyone with you?'" He replied yes,
that he had just spoken to Bob WALKINSHAW that corming. Bob WALKINSIAW is

a civilinn technical representative attached to Attack Sguadron THIRTY-FIVE
and the mention of his name has led to much speculation as to vhat was meent.
For exaxpls: delerious after having been in the jungle for two and ocns~nall
-days with little or no food and water; trying to say he had talked to some
civilians} trying to say he had meen ICDR MCDANISL and cid not want to re-
veal bis name. The G130 and FiC's departed the area. The following morning
an FiB from INTSRPRISE went into the area and received no emissions of any
kind from either crewmember. This terminated the rescue effart.

H. M. CARFENTER

ltr serial o0¥2-&70%
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Mr. Garnett "Bill" Bell
4209 Boy’s Ranch Road
Lavaca, AR 72941

Dear Mr. Bell:

The enclosed summary of my brother’s loss is a little different
from the one I showed you in 1992 - satellite imagery finally
nailed down the crash location, and made my argument that the Viets
are lying even stronger, I believe.

Presently I am trying to locate the Air Force people and
organizations involved with Navy Lt.j.g. Carpenter on 21 May 1967.
On that morning Carpenter flew as the backseater of an Air Force
F4C and that evening he was a passenger aboard an Air Force C-130.
Ultimately I’m looking for Air Force messages, reports, or other
documents giving my brother’s exact location coordinates. Here’s
what I know about the event:

On 20 May Carpenter flew into Danang, arriving in U.S.S.
Enterprise’s ClU "Deep Sea 1" about 1335 hours. He had apparently
planned to hop to Nahkom Phanom but was ordered instead to report
to the operations officer of the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing there
in Danang. I don’t know if the 366th then transported him to
somewhere in Thailand, or flew him on the next day’s mission. At
any rate, on the morning of 21 May Carpenter flew as the back-
seater of some Air Force F4C, accompanied by others, and dropped a
Fulton Extraction System to Patterson, call sign "Raygun 502." That
night the accompanying F4Cs again located Patterson to determine if
he was ready for the pick-up by the C-130 in route with Carpenter
aboard. The call sign or mission name for these F4Cs was possibly
"Preview." Patterson reported the Vietnamese had captured the
Fulton gear. The next day, 22 May, Patterson failed to respond.

The target site of these missions was Hoa Binh Province, 40 miles
S.W. of Hanoi, several miles S.S.E. of Hoa Binh City, in the area
of 203937N-1052312E (WH401844) on the slope of a valley.

Carpenter was killed during his second tour of combat in Vietnam.
I need to contact the operations officer of the 366th, or find
whatever documents were generated by these two missions in that
organization or whatever organization flew them. I’d also like to
talk to the pilot who flew Carpenter, and the crews of the F4Cs who
accompanied Carpenter that morning and flew the evening mission.
Any assistance or guidance you could lend me would be gratefully
appreciated.

/i;;%;:jncergly Yours,

George Patterson



MISSING: LT. JAMES KELLY PATTERSON, USN

Lt. James Kelly Patterson’s loss event defies a quick and easy telling, but
these are the facts, supported by official documents in my possession:

"Raygun 502," bombardier-navigator James Kelly Patterson and pilot Eugene
"Red" McDaniel in their A6A "Intruder" all-weather attack bomber, was downed
over Hoa Binh province, North Vietnam, by a surface-to-air missile about mid-
day on Ho Chi Minh’s birthday, 19 May 1967, a day of scattered clouds, 10
miles visibility. Patterson and McDaniel ejected safely and touched earth
near each other and close by their plane’s crash site. A short time later
squadron-mates Nick Carpenter and Richard Slaasted crossed over the burning
crash and immediately located and spoke to Patterson on the ground. He
reported he had a badly broken left leg and could not move.

Carpenter/Slaasted returned in their A6A the following day (20 May) and again
found Patterson without difficulty. They spoke to him and saw him on the
ground "in a U-shaped valley." The following morning (21 May) Carpenter
returned in the back seat of an Air Force F4 and again found/saw/spoke to
Patterson, then dropped a Fulton Extraction kit to him. That night, two other
F4s found Patterson, who reported the Fulton gear had been captured by the
Vietnamese. On 22 May, U.S. forces were unable to regain contact, and rescue
efforts were cancelled.

McDaniel, also injured, had been captured on 20 May before he could reach
Patterson and spent the next six years a P.O.W. until his repatriation in
1973. He has told me that they were both on the ground less than a mile from
the crash site.

Carpenter was killed during his second tour in Vietnam, but Slaasted told me
the area around Patterson contained villages and numerous trucks.

The correct coordinates of Patterson’s last known location and the crash site
have not survived in the records, but (established from U.S. eyewitness



reports) we know that he was within one mile (McDaniel) or even closer
(Carpenter) to the crash site, in a valley (Carpenter), in the vicinity of
villages and truck-worthy roads (Slaasted). The terrain description and the
proximal linking of Patterson’s location to the crash site are critical.

There is ample evidence to indicate Patterson was captured: McDaniel was told
by a prison guard in 1967 that Patterson had recovered from his injury and
was well. Another repatriated POW, Dewey Smith, said that in the fall of 1967
he saw an interrogation questionnaire with Patterson’s name at it’s head.
Bobby Jo Keesee, released civilian POW, reported seeing Patterson’s name on
a cell wall in a North Vietnamese prison near the Chinese border.
Oon 4 November 1991 investigative reporter Yuri Pankov, in the respected
Moscow newspaper Kommersant, wrote that a U.S. "second pilot" shot down over
North Vietnam on 19 May 1967 was taken overland through China to
Saryshagansk, in the then Soviet republic of Kazakhstan, in the fall of 1967.
Patterson’s is the only unresolved M.I.A. case meeting Pankov’s criteria.
(Note: He was expert in the use of his aircraft’s state-of-the-art
electronics to defeat Vietnam’s Russian-made missile defense system;
Saryshagansk was the site of a Soviet missile research facility)

Twenty three years after Patterson’s loss, in December 1990, the Vietnamese
brought before U.S. investigators four "witnesses." This was their testimony,
supported, in part only, by Vietnamese reports of unknown authenticity:

The militiamen involved in the search for 502’s aircrew mobilized from Thuong
Tien village in Kim Boi district. After searching in very rough terrain
(described in various Vietnamese reports as a heavily forested, steeply
sloping tall mountain) they captured the Fulton gear. Nearby they found
Patterson, shot him, and buried him on the spot (in disobedience to standing
orders). Some time later his body disappeared because (according to "witness"
testimony and previous reports) it was 1) bombed by U.S. planes, or 2) eaten
by wild animals, or 3) washed away by a nearby stream. The location of this
"grave site" is (in UTM coordinates) WH43718409. This point is on a ridgeline
(highlighted on the attached map) about midway down its three-mile length
running south from the top of Nui Doi Thoi, the highest mountain in the area.

We do know the Vietnamese made contact with Patterson because they took from
him his military I.D. card and Geneva Conventions card and returned them to
the U.S. in 1985. Later, to lend credence to one of their reports, they
attached a photocopy of the Geneva Conventions card. The card they copied,
however, was phoney, not matching the real card now in my custody!

The actual Vietnamese-claimed "grave site" was pointed out by the "witnesses"
and thoroughly investigated in May 1992 by a U.S. team of experts borne on
helicopters (the site is inaccessible by truck). Nothing to indicate a body
had ever been there was found. No trace or evidence of remains, not a button,
a shred of cloth, a tooth, a zipper, was located. In fact the soil strata
itself was found to be undisturbed.

In spite of the absence of remains, in spite of numerous U.S.-noted
Vietnamese contradictions and inconsistencies between "witnesses," between
"witnesses" and previous Vietnamese reports, and between "witnesses" and the
established facts, and without first showing the established facts to be in
error, U.S. investigators threw out those established facts in favor of the
un-corroborated "witness" testimony! They accepted the "grave site" as
Patterson’s last known location, even though it is on a ridge on the steep
south slope of 3,930-foot Nui Doi Thoi mountain, not a valley or village or



truck road within several kilometers. Despite the evidence of his survival
and without any physical proof to the contrary, Patterson’s alleged death was
accepted as fact! Since the Vietnamese and the U.S. agreed as to his fate,
his case, once a "compelling discrepancy," is now considered "resolved."

Early in 1992 I obtained a photograph of Patterson’s/McDaniel’s plane
exploding on impact with the ground, and sent it to U.S. investigators. In
the fall of 1993 satellite imagery experts positively matched terrain
features shown in the photo with those in satellite imagery of the area, and
located the crash site at 20°39’/37"N-105°23’12"E (WH401844), in Ky Son
district two and a quarter miles west of the "grave site" on the ridgeline.

When the photo is oriented to the map, the trail of smoke left by the plane
shows it was traveling generally northward before impact. The crew,
therefore, ejected somewhere generally to the south of the crash. Within a
mile in that direction are several hamlets, valleys, and truck-accessible
areas.

The ridgeline running south from Nui Doi Thoi is a major terrain feature and
marks the border between Kim Boi district to the east and Ky Son district to
the west. No trails are mapped across this rugged feature directly linking
Thuong Tien village (the group of hamlets in the stream valley east of the
ridge) in Kim Boi district to the villages in Ky Son district. Midday on Ho
Chi Minh’s birthday, 19 May 1967, every villager west of the ridge would
likely have witnessed the nearby missile explosion, the smoking, crashing,
burning plane, and the parachuting crewmen. The militiamen in this area would
have been immediately mobilized to capture the crewmen, and villagers would
have been drawn to the crash site to salvage useable materials. The people
east of the ridge in Thuong Tien village, by contrast, would not even have
seen most if any of the event, their view blocked by the ridge. The search
need was immediate, so they would probably not have been called upon to
assist--it would take them too long to traverse the ridge. That they became
involved in the search runs counter to common sense and logic. So, not only
does the Vietnamese description of the terrain of Patterson’s "grave site"
(steeply sloping tall mountain) contradict U.S. forces’ description of his
last known location (in valley near the crash, villages, and trucks), but
Thuong Tien village’s very involvement is unlikely.

I believe Patterson survived his capture, and the Vietnamese story is a
fabrication possibly to cover the absence of a body or a living prisoner last
seen being led away to Kazakhstan.

by G.M. Patterson, brother, February 1994
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20370-5000 IN REPLY REFER TO

1771
Ser 663P
6 Mar 94

From¢ Assistant Head, POW/MIA Affairs Section (Pers-663P1l)
To: DPMO External Affairs Division
Attn: Mr. John Horn

Subj: NEXT OF KIN (NOK) REQUEST RE: LCDR J. K. PATTERSON (REFNO
0691)

' -Ref: (a) Discussion Pers 663P (LT Stothard)/DPMO External
’ Affairs (Mr. Horn) 6 Jan 94.

Point paper describing facts surrounding REFNO 0691
Ejection Analysis, REFNO 0691

Ltr from NOK, REFNO 0691

. Map describing location for proposed new interviews

(
(
(
(

1
2
3
4

1. The NOK of LCDR Patterson made a request for further analysis
during his visit to view the Central Documentation Office
classified file. Just prior to his visit, new photographic
analysis revealed a previously unknown position for the crash
location associated with this REFNO. On behalf of the NOK, a
memorandum will be drafted requesting JTF-FA interview witnesses
in a location not previously investigated for this REFNO.

2. Per reference (a), please review enclosures (1) - (4), which
will be used to support the request for additional investigation.
Any endorsement, rebuttal, or added analytical weight you can
provide will be included with the memorandum to JTF-FA.

3. I can be reached at DSN 224-3338, (703) 614-3338, or fax,
3345. Thank you for your assistance.

G

G. STOTHARD
LT USNR




Encl:

3

(1)

Point paper ‘describing facts surrounding

13

REFNO 0691




POINT PAPER

UNCLASSIFIED LT Geoffrey Stothard

Pers 663P/4-3338
24 Mar 94
SUBJECT
LCDR JAMES KELLY PATTERSON, USN (REFNO 0691)

BACKGROUND

: This point paper provides .a synopsis of facts surrounding REFNO 0691,
toward determining the merits of additional investigation efforts.

DISCUSSION

LCDR Patterson was lost 19 May 67 over Hoa Binh Province, NVA.
- Known to be alive for 3 days.
-— _  SAR assets v1sua11y located him numerous times.

Photo taken by wingman shows crashing aircraft and terrain features
definitely correlated to 20 39'37"N - 105 23'12"E.

_Returnee from same incident states he and LCDR Patterson landed within 1

mile of crash site and within 1/4 mile of each other.

Ejection analysis by computer simulation, using flight parameters given

by returnee and gleaned from audio tape of incident, confirms distance

from crash site.

-- No-wind analysis gives area of probability along a line with
aircraft hdg and within 3970 ft behind aircraft impact.

- 10 kt wind adjusts landing point approx. 1770 ft.

Rough course of aircraft was reported as 034 deg.
- consistent with photograph and mission plans.

Certain terrain features recur in eyewitness accounts of incident.

-- Wingman/SAR crewman states LCDR Patterson on slope of valley.

- Unconfirmed account states "trucks close by" during SAR. Implies
roads in area.

-- Roads/valley consistent with photo/ejection analysis.

Area investigated thus far is approximately 2.5 mi from crash location,
ahead of aircraft impact.
- This area reported, by VN, as grave site.
--- LCDR Patterson allegedly shot and buried "on the spot."
-—-- Despite two investigations of this area, no trace of
disturbed. strata or other material evidence was found.
--- VN interviewees stated no plane crash occurred in area.

The VN "grave site" location is inconsistent with photographic analysis,

reported terrain features, ejection analysis, and LCDR Patterson’s

immobility due to. broken leg.

- VN "grave site," and current interviewees, located across
formidable geographic ridge line and political district boundary
from photo-confirmed crash site.

RECOMMENDATION
Recommend an assessment of interviewing new potential witnesses in the

apparent area of the loss incident, based on new evidence described
above.



Encl: (2) Ejection Analysis, REFNO 0691
Contents: ) |

- Commander, Néval Air Warfare Center memo Ser 60327/070
of 17 Mar 94.

- Tape transcript of Raygun 3 flight.



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
NAVAL AIR WARFARE CENTER
AIRCRAFT DIVISION WARMINSTER

. P.O.BOX 3182
WARMINSTER. PA 18974.0591

13510
Ser 60327/070

17 MAR 1994

From: Commanding Officer, Naval Air Warfare Center
"Aircraft Division Warminster

~To:  Department of the Navy, Bureau of Naval Personnel
Washington, DC 20370-5000

Y

Subj: EJECTION ANALYSIS

Ref: ‘(a) Navy Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Affairs
- memorandum 4dtd 7 Feb 94

Encl: (1) NAVAIRWARCENACDIVWAR Computer Simulation Results
dtd 25 Feb 94

1. We were requested by reference (a) to conduct an
ejection analysis of a Vietnam-era aircraft incident to
assist in your research of that incident. We have completed
an ejection simulation analysis utilizing a six-degree of
freedom computer analysis. The results are presented in
enclosure (1).

2. Our analysis indicates that the occupant probably landed
in line with the aircraft heading and within 3,970 feet of
the aircraft impact. Also, prevailing winds could greatly
affect the landing position.

3. We hope that we have assisted your investigation.
If you have any further questions, please contact

Mr. John Quartuccio, DSN 441-7602 or Mr. Jeff Nichols,
DSN 441-3215.

ez *

7. Ml
T. MILHOUS

By direction




6032

EJECTION ANALYSIS REPORT , Co

r

1. The purpose of the study was to enhance the available
information concerning a Vietnam aircraft incident of 19 May
1967. . We have completed the ejection simulation analysis
utilizing a six-degree of freedom (three dimensional) computer
analysis. The results are 'shown in Figures 1 through 4. The
configuration and initial conditions are summarized as ,
follows: . .

A-6A Aircraft

GRU-7 Ejection Seat

B/N Crew Station

500 KIAS

2000 ft AGL

20 deg Nose Down, Wings Level

180# Occupant

00000O00O

2. The computer simulation of the lateral displacement showed
that the occupant was expected to land approximately in-line
(within 40 feet) of the aircraft flight path. The seat
utilized a rocket motor system with lateral divergence for
spatial separation of the two crew members. However, at high
speeds, the aerodynamic effects would typically counteract the
rocket impulse. Figure 2 shows the plan view with the lateral
displacement initially to the right, then drifting to the
left. This tendency was supported by sled track test data of
the seat systems. '

3. Considering the downrange distance, the simulation

analysis showed approximately 1520 feet of displacement from

the point of ejection initiation. These results do not %
consider any prevailing wind effects. Figure 4 shows the |
comparison between the occupant trajectory and the aircraft ?
glide slope at the time of ejection. Since the eye witness

account indicates that the aircraft took a downward turn after

ejection, the distance between the occupant landing and the

aircraft glide slope may be considered as the maximum distance

from the occupant landing to the aircraft impact. 1In other

words, the analysis indicates that the occupant landed within

a 3970 ft. radius of the aircraft.

4. The trajectory under these conditions shows that the
parachute becomes effective above 1500 ft AGL, see Figure 3.
After parachute opening the occupant begins a relatively
vertical descent. The ground terrain was not above 500 ft in

Enclosure (1)



this area, and 'so the terrain would have little effect on the
occupant landlng posxtlon.

‘5., A final sxmulatlon, not shown in the figures, was with a
10 knot cross wind. In this case, the down range distance was
consistent with the plotted results; but the lateral
displacement was increased by over 1770 feet. Due to the
relatively long descent the wind effects play a significant -
role.

6. . The w1nd conditions affect the occupant trajectoy mostly
durlng the parachute descent phase. The wind would displace
the occupant trajectory in accordance with its heading. Under
either tail or head wind conditions, the occupant trajectory
is affected in a similar fashion. Specifically, a 10 knot

. tail wind results in 1770 feet additional down range distance,
‘while a 10 knot head wind results in 1770 feet reduced
downrange distance.

Enclosure (1)
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: f TAPE TRAQSC(Z\FT' | ?

H

"This is a tape of radio traffic from aircraft involved in the May 19,
1967 strike over North Vietnam. A dozen squadron call-signs are recor- i
ded on this tape, not all are part of the strike led by Attack Squa-
. dron 35. "Raygun" is the call-sign of Attack Squadron 35, “Raygun 3™
. B was McDaniel/Patterson, "Raygun 4" was Owen and his B/N. The follow-
. . ing is a partial transcript of the tape. In parentheses is the iden--
. . tity of the.caller if I know it and if the' caller did not identify # :
himself. Times are minutes/seconds, accurate to within a couple se- ) ;
o ~ conds, timing started with .the first transmission at the beginning of "’ :
the tape. The missile which downed "Raygun 3" and damaged '"Raygun 4"
exploded sometime between 26/25, when McDaniel broadcasts his evasive
. action, and 26/30, when Owen' declares he is hit.

24/45 —-"Ra&gun 3" bliﬁking red (McDaniel's voice)
25/59 --Missile 9'oclock low (possibly "Raygun 1'")

! 26/15 -- Missile just left the ground at 12'oclock (possibly "Raygu

; 1")
A ! 26/25 -- "Raygun 3 breaking up (McDaniel's voice)
,
' 26/30 -- "Raygun 4" is hit
26/40 -- "Raygun 4" you say you're hit ? (possibly "Raygun 1'")

\ 26/43 -~ Yeah, and so is- "Raygun 3", he's burning ("Raygum 4") %

| 26/49 ~- How you doin' "Raygun 3"? ("Raygumn 1'")
LIECT OEc-f 1ON

H24 —_ 26/58 -- OK Red, let's get out of here, huh (Patterson's voice)
'
2 Goop LHJTES 08-€RVED 27/15 -~ "Raygun 3" has two good chutes
s ke
27/19 -- "Showtime 7", 1 have two parachutes at 9'oclock
ARCRAET mIALT obstavED 27/23 -- This is "Silverkite"("Suppertime'?), I just saw the plane go
23 i in
27/35 -- "Raygun", this is "Showtime 3", are you going to stay with

the chutes ?
27/4]1 —- We got two beepers

' 27/57 -- This is "Silverkite3", I've got the chutes in sight, is any-

body staying with 'em ?

28/01 —-- "Showtime 7" staying with 'em




Encl: (3) Ltr from NOK, REFNO 0691
.Contents: ‘
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MISSING: LT. JAMES KELLY PATTERSON, USN

Lt. James Kelly Patterson’s loss event defies a quick and easy telling, but
these are the facts, supported by official documents in my possession:

"Raygun 502," bombardier-navigator James Kelly Patterson and pilot Eugene
"Red" McDaniel in their A6A "Intruder" all-weather attack bomber, was downed
over Hoa Binh province, North Vietnam, by a surface-to-air missile about mid-
day on Ho Chi Minh’s birthday, 19 May 1967, a day of scattered clouds, 10
miles visibility. Patterson and McDaniel ejected safely and touched earth
near each other and close by their plane’s crash site. A short time later
squadron-mates Nick Carpenter and Richard Slaasted crossed over the burning
crash and immediately located and spoke to Patterson on the ground. He
reported he had a badly broken left leg and could not move.

Carpenter/Slaasted returned in their A6A the following day (20 May) and again
found Patterson without difficulty. They spoke to him and saw him on the
ground "in a U-shaped valley." The following morning (21 May) Carpenter
returned in the back seat of an Air Force F4 and again found/saw/spoke to
Patterson, then dropped a Fulton Extraction kit to him. That night, two other
F4s found Patterson, who reported the Fulton gear had been captured by the
Vietnamese. On 22 May, U.S. forces were unable to regain contact, and rescue
efforts were cancelled.

McDaniel, also injured, had been captured on 20 May before he could reach
Patterson and spent the next six years a P.0.W. until his repatriation in
1973. He has told me that they were both on the ground less than a mile from
the crash site.

Carpenter was killed during his second tour in Vietnam, but Slaasted told me
the area around Patterson contained villages and numerous trucks.

The correct coordinates of Patterson’s last known location and the crash site
have not survived in the records, but (established from U.S. eyewitness



reports) we know that he was within one mile (McDaniel) or even closer
(Carpenter) to the crash site, in a valley (Carpenter), in the vicinity of
villages and truck-worthy roads (Slaasted). The terrain description and the
proximal linking of Patterson’s location to the crash site are critical.

There is ample evidence to indicate Patterson was captured: McDaniel was told
by a prison guard in 1967 that Patterson had recovered from his injury and
was well. Another repatriated POW, Dewey Smith, said that in the fall of 1967
he saw an interrogation questionnaire with Patterson’s name at it’s head.
Bobby Jo Keesee, released civilian POW, reported seeing Patterson’s name on
a cell wall in a North Vietnamese prison near the Chinese border.
On 4 November 1991 investigative reporter Yuri Pankov, in the respected
Moscow newspaper Kommersant, wrote that a U.S. "second pilot" shot down over
North Vietnam on 19 May 1967 was taken overland through China to
Saryshagansk, in the then Soviet republic of Kazakhstan, in the fall of 1967.
Patterson’s is the only unresolved M.I.A. case meeting Pankov’s criteria.
(Note: He was expert 1in the use of his aircraft’s state-of-the-art
electronics to defeat Vietnam’s Russian-made missile defense system;
Saryshagansk was the site of a Soviet missile research facility)

Twenty three years after Patterson’s loss, in December 1990, the Vietnamese
brought before U.S. investigators four "witnesses." This was their testimony,
supported, in part only, by Vietnamese reports of unknown authenticity:

The militiamen involved in the search for 502’s aircrew mobilized from Thuong
Tien village in Kim Boi district. After searching in very rough terrain
(described in various Vietnamese reports as a heavily forested, steeply
sloping tall mountain) they captured the Fulton gear. Nearby they found
Patterson, shot him, and buried him on the spot (in disobedience to standing
orders). Some time later his body disappeared because (according to "witness"
testimony and previous reports) it was 1) bombed by U.S. planes, or 2) eaten
by wild animals, or 3) washed away by a nearby stream. The location of this
"grave site" is (in UTM coordinates) WH43718409. This point is on a ridgeline
(highlighted on the attached map) about midway down its three-mile 1length
running south from the top of Nui Doi Thoi, the highest mountain in the area.

We do know the Vietnamese made contact with Patterson because they took from
him his military I.D. card and Geneva Conventions card and returned them to
the U.S. in 1985. Later, to lend credence to one of their reports, they
attached a photocopy of the Geneva Conventions card. The card they copied,
however, was phoney, not matching the real card now in my custody!

The actual Vietnamese-claimed "grave site" was pointed out by the "witnesses"
and thoroughly investigated in May 1992 by a U.S. team of experts borne on
helicopters (the site is inaccessible by truck). Nothing to indicate a body
had ever been there was found. No trace or evidence of remains, not a button,
a shred of cloth, a tooth, a zipper, was located. In fact the soil strata
itself was found to be undisturbed.

In spite of the absence of remains, in spite of numerous U.S.-noted
Vietnamese contradictions and inconsistencies between "witnesses," between
"witnesses" and previous Vietnamese reports, and between "witnesses" and the
established facts, and without first showing the established facts to be in
error, U.S. investigators threw out those established facts in favor of the
un-corroborated "witness" testimony! They accepted the "“grave site" as
Patterson’s last known location, even though it is on a ridge on the steep
south slope of 3,930-foot Nui Doi Thoi mountain, not a valley or village or



truck road within several kilometers. Despite the evidence of his survival
and without any physical proof to the contrary, Patterson’s alleged death was
accepted as fact! Since the Vietnamese and the U.S. agreed as to his fate,
his case, once a "compelling discrepancy," is now considered "resolved."

Early in 1992 I obtained a photograph of Patterson’s/McDaniel’s plane
exploding on impact with the ground, and sent it to U.S. investigators. In
the fall of 1993 satellite imagery experts positively matched terrain
features shown in the photo with those in satellite imagery of the area, and
located the crash site at 20°39/37"N-105°23’12"E (WH401844), in Ky Son
district two and a quarter miles west of the "grave site" on the ridgeline.

When the photo is oriented to the map, the trail of smoke left by the plane
shows it was traveling generally northward before impact. The crew,
therefore, ejected somewhere generally to the south of the crash. Within a
mile in that direction are several hamlets, valleys, and truck-accessible
areas.

The ridgeline running south from Nui Doi Thoi is a major terrain feature and
marks the border between Kim Boi district to the east and Ky Son district to
the west. No trails are mapped across this rugged feature directly linking
Thuong Tien village (the group of hamlets in the stream valley east of the
ridge) in Kim Boi district to the villages in Ky Son district. Midday on Ho
Chi Minh’s birthday, 19 May 1967, every villager west of the ridge would
likely have witnessed the nearby missile explosion, the smoking, crashing,
burning plane, and the parachuting crewmen. The militiamen in this area would
have been immediately mobilized to capture the crewmen, and villagers would
have been drawn to the crash site to salvage useable materials. The people
east of the ridge in Thuong Tien village, by contrast, would not even have
seen most if any of the event, their view blocked by the ridge. The search
need was immediate, so they would probably not have been called upon to
assist--it would take them too long to traverse the ridge. That they became
involved in the search runs counter to common sense and logic. So, not only
does the Vietnamese description of the terrain of Patterson’s "grave site"
(steeply sloping tall mountain) contradict U.S. forces’ description of his
last known location (in valley near the crash, villages, and trucks), but
Thuong Tien village’s very involvement is unlikely.

I believe Patterson survived his capture, and the Vietnamese story is a
fabrication possibly to cover the absence of a body or a living prisoner last
seen being led away to Kazakhstan.

by G.M. Patterson, brother, February 1994
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Encl: ~(4) ' Map describing location ‘for proposed new interviews

'Coﬁtents:
- 1:50000 map, w/ scale

- 1:50000 map after enlargment on xerox machine, w/ relative
scale. '
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1, (V) REF A IS THE SJVMMARY REPIRT OF JOINT US/SRY
ACTIVITIES CONDJCTED DURING THE PERIOJD 28 NOv =~ 19
DEC 90, FAR SD CJONZERNS THE INCIDENT TO BE - *°
DISCUSSED IN DETAIL BELIJIWN, REF B I35 THE REPQRT OF
THE. INVESTIGATION CIJVDUCZTED, By OFFICIALS OF KIM 371
DISTRICT, HA SON 3IyH PIOVINCE, JUST SBEFORE THE
ARRIVAL DF THE JOINT TEAM. REF C I3 A TRANSLATION
OF THE REPORT OF A JUNILATERAL INVESTISATION OF REFNJ
069) CONDUCTED 3Y vvdSuP QN 21=22 OCT 87,

2, T6) SUMMARY JF INVESTIGATION: THE JOINT TEAM
INVESTIGATED REFND 0691 0N 5-6 DEC 90, THE TEAM
EXAMINED TWO WARTIMEZ: DOCUMENTS, PROVIDED By THE
PROVINCE TASK TZAM, THAT. CONTAIN REFERENCES TJ THE
SHIOTING DOAN OF AN F=43 AIRCRAFT IN THUONG TIEN
VILLAGE, KIM BOI DISTRICT, IN 19 MAY 67, AND THE
SHOOTING DEATH JF DOVE OF THE PILAOTS, THE TEaM
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INTERVIEWED FJUR: NITNESSES. THREE 3F THE WITNESSES
TESTIFIED THAT TW) AMERICAN PILOTS LANDED IN THUING
TIEN VILLAGE IN MAY, £957, THAT ONE OF THEM wAS
CAPTURED THE MORNIN3. AFTER HE LANDED, AND THAT THE
SECOND PILOT WAS SHIY 1) DEATH BY THE MILITIA ON THE
AFTERNOON OF THZ: FOJRTH DAY AFTER EJECTION, TwJ OF
THE AITNESSES CLAIM THAT' THE SECIND PILOT“S BODY aAS
BURIED IN A COFFIN JIN THE MOUNTAINSIDE AHERE HE
FELL, AND THAT IT A48 DISCOVERED RATER IN THE YEAR
THAT WILD ANIMALS HAD EXHUMED AND DESTROYED THE
REMAINS. THE TZAv DID VOT ATTEMPT TO VISIT THE
REPORTED BURIAL SIT:.

3. (U) DETAILS JF INVZSTIGSATION:

- A. (L) ON Sap DEC 90 A JOINT US/SRV
INVESTIGATIIN TEAM. ZONDJCTED AN INVESTIGATION OF
REFNO D691 (PATTERSIN) IN KIM BQI DISTRICT, HA SOAN
BINH PROVINCE. AMERIC4Y TEAM MEMBERS WERE SNED €.
QU , TEAM LEADERy MSGT wommiElS . GEENS, ANALYST;
SSC GRS b, MEER, CASyUALTY RESOLUTION TECHNICIAN;
SFC(P) mmbmBm ¢, NRMER AND SGT GWe@S §. WME, SEARCH
AND RECOVERY SPEZCIALISTS:; AND TSGT i 5. ypall.,
MEDICAL TECHNICIAN, VIETNAMESE TEAM MEMBERS AERE
PHAM VAN RUYEN (RUYZENF), TEAM LEADER; AND
"SPECIALISTS™ LJU VAN T40 (THDJ), BUI QUANG VIET
(QUANG VIEETJ), NSUYEN DINH KHIEM (DINHF KHIEEM),
AND NGJ HUY CHUIN3 (HUY CHAING). A PROVINCE ADRKING
GROUP CONSISTINS 73F Byl VaN TRONG (TRONGJ) AND
NGUYEN THANH VIZN (THANH yIEEN) OF THE PEUPLE’S
COMMITTEE, AND MAJ 3UI vAN THANH (THANH) OF THE
MILITARY COMMAND ACZQOMPANIED THE TEAM, AS 0Ip CPT
8UI VAN LOI (LOATJ) OF THE KIM 80I DISTRICT MILITARY
COMMAND AND BUR THE LOAN (THEES LDAN) OF THE
DISTRICT PEOPLE’S CIMMITTEE.

- B, (6J) ON-THZ: MOINING OF 5 DEC THE TEAM

ARRIVED AT THE KIM. 30I ODISTRICT OFFICE, LOCATEOD IN

THANH HA VILLAGE. (THANH HAF, #H 559853), THE TEAM
'5 AAS RECEIVED BY NFUYEN XUAN THU (THU), FIRST DEPJTY
§ CHAIRMAN OF THE DISTRICT PEOPLE’S COMMITTEE, AND 3Y
'] PHAM HOAI NAM (HOAIF. NAW), DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE
DIRECTOR, AFTER. JELCOMING THE TEAM, THU INTRJDUJCED
i THE ABOVEMENTIONED .OI aND LOAN, OF THE DISTRICT
. § TASK TEAM, LOI- THEN PRESENTED AN ORAL! REPORT OF HIS
'3 INITIAL: INVESTIGATIIN INTQ THE 0691 INCIDENT, THIS
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REPORT WAS LATER TY2EARITTEN, AND A PHOTOCOPY GIVEN
TO THE JOINT TEAM, IT 4A35 BEEN TRANSLATED, aND IS
CITED AS REF B AB)vi, AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE

1Y a17000%

PRESENTATION LO1 712:0 THE TEAM THE VILLAGE IN AHICH Yo
THE INCIDENT OJCIU3IRZID, THz DISTRICT MILITARY =
COMMAND, AND THE DISTRIZT PEOPLE®S COMMITTEE HAD B
BEEN UNABLE TO LOZATE ANY DICUMENTS THAT CONCERNED (=
THE CASE UNDER INyESTIGATION. HE ALSD SAID, IN iz
o1 2z
| e

i >
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EONFEDENTIAL 0071 FEB 91
MINIMIZE CONSIDERED FOR MILITARY ADQRESSEES

SUBJ: DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE

0691 (U)

RESPONSE TO A OJESTION, THAT THERE AAS ND MUSEUM IR
TRADITION HOUSE IN <IM 301 DISTRICT,

- "Co () MAJ THAVH, JF THE PROVINCE AORKING
GRIUP, THEN SHOAED THE TEAM TAO DICUMENTS FROM
FORMER HOA BINH PROVINCE aHICH REFER TO AN INCIDENT
THAT APPEARS TO CORRELATE TJ REFND 0691. BOTH
DOCUMENTS WILL 3E TRANSLATED IN FULL' AND REPORTED
SEPARATELY. THZ. FIRST JF THESE, A AANDARITTEN TEXT
ENTITLED "A NUM3ER JF LZS30NS FROM EXPERIENCE IN THE
TASK OF CAPTURING AMERICAN AIR PIRATES IN THE
MOUNTAINS AND FJIRESTS™ (MJ0TJ SJJS BALF HOCJ KINH
NGHIEEMJ TRING COJNS TACS BAATS GIAACJ LAIS MYX D4R
RANGF NUIS) CONTAIN3 THZ. FOLLIOWING RELEVANT ENTRIES:

(BEGIN TRANSLATION, TRANSLATIR’S CJMMENTS IN
PARENTHESES) .

(IN A TWO=-PAGE SECTION DISCUSSING STRING POINTS JF
THE VARIOUS CAPTURE EFFIRTS, THE FOLLIWNING APPEARS:)
- 1. IN THE FIGHT AT THUONG TIEN AT THAT TIME THE
3UN WAS BRIGHT,. IT 44S 401, AE LACKED FJJOD, wWATER,
AND TUBACCO, WE COU_ON’T CHANGE CLOTHES, BUT 9ANY
COYRADES 30RE THE DIFFICULTIES FIR FOUR STRAIGHT
DAYS, UNTIL THE MISSION waS COMPLETZLY ACCIMPLISHED,

(A THREE=PAGE SZCTIJN DISCUSSING SHIRTCOMINGS, ~H4ICH
MAY BE A SEPARATE DJICUMENT, CONTAINS TAD ENTRIES OF
INTEREST, THE FIRST, CINCERNING "INSUFFICIENT
POLITICAL EDUCATIIN OF THg FIGHTING CADRES,™ NOTES:)

- 2. (THIS INSYFFICIENCY) ALLONS REGRETTABLE
FIGHTS TO TAKE PLACEr SJCH AS THE FIGHT AT THUONG
TIEN, IN WHICH JNE. AIR PIRATE WAS SHOT DEAD; IF AdE
HAD BEEN CAPTURZD ALIVE IT AOULD HAVE BEEN OF MIRE
JENEFIT TO US, SUCH AS eXpL3IITATIIN JF DATA T1J SERVE
IN THE FIGHTING BEFJRE JS, AND, ON THE OJTHER AAND,
TO EMBODY OUR HJUMANITARI[AY POLICY,
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(UNDER "UNSETTLZID D1SCTIPLINE N THE BATTLEFIELO") : SR
- 3. (THIS) STIL. ALLOnS REGRETTABLE (INSTANCES)-

SUCH AS THE THUJIN3 TTIEN FIGHT; TAE RESULATIONS AERE

THAT WHEN THE AMERICZAN PIRATE WAS CAPTURED, THREE

SHITS SHOULD BE FIRZD TJ COLLECT THEZ TRJIJIPSs; BUT

THERE XERE NO RIGJLATIONS, IR THEY AERE NOT CLEAR

(TEXT ENDb)

(EVD TRANSLATIDV)

= Do (&) THE SECIND DOCUMENT IS A STATISTICAL:
COMPILATION PREPARED BY BACH CONG LUC (BACHJ COING
LUCJ) JF THE HOA BIVH PROVINCE MILITARY COMMAND ON
28 NOV 74, IT IS ENTITLED "SUPPLEMENTARY
COMPILATION OF DATA OF RESISTANCE TJ THE wAR OF
DESTRUCTION DURING. 5 YEARS BY THE TROOPS AND PEOJPLE
JF HJA BINH® (TAAPJ PHUJ. LUCJ VEEF S0J3S LIEEUJ
CHIEENS TRANH PHAS ADAI TRONG 8 NAAM CUAR QUAAN ZAAN
HOAF BINHF). THE DJICUMEINT CONSISTS OF 25 UNNUM3ERED
PAGES OF HANDWRITTEN TA3LES. THE PAGES OF IMMEDIATE
INTERCST ARE 17=13, AHIZH ARE A LIST JF PILOTS
CAPTURED IN THE PRIVINCZ DURING THE AAR., THE LIST
IS ARRANGED IN TA3U_AR FORM, UNDER THE FOLLOWING
HEADINGS: "SURNAME AND NAME JF AMERICAN AIR
PIRATE,"™ "YEAR JDF BIRTH,"™ ™RANK," "TYPE OF AIRCRAFT
FLOWN, " ."POINT JF ORIGIN,™ "DATE SHOT DOAN,"™ "DATE
CAPTURED," "PLACE S43T JDOAN AND CAPTURED,™ "NITES."
ENTRIES 30 AND 31, FOUN) 3N PAGE 18, READ AS
FOLLOwnS:

30. AN Bty 1725 COLONEL 502045 F43
TTH FLEET 19=5-13567 21=5=67 THJING TIEN VILLAGE,
KIM BOI (PEOPLZ”sS WILITIA SHOT DEAD) DEAD

”

31, CARENEEP (B._ANK) MAJIR  (BLANK) F4B TTH
FLEET 19-5=1967 (3LANK) THUONG TIEN VILLAGE, KIW
BOI ALIVE

ENTRY 22, AT THZ: T0OP OF PAGE 1B, READS AS FOLLOAS:
22, A 1526 MAJOR 26.569 F4C 7TH FLEET -

26=3=1967 26-3-1367 cAD SION VILLAGE, DA BAC
BT
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CONFIDENTEAE 0071 FEB 9]
MINIMIZE CONSIDERED FOR MILITARY ADDRESSEES
SUSJ: DETAILED REPDAT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE
0691 (U)

(BLANK)

SOME OF THE STATISTICAL TABLES IN THE REMAINDER OJF
THIS- DOCUMENT ARE OF PW/MIA INTEREST: (FOR EXAMPLE, A
LIST OF AIRCRAFT SHIT DJWN BY PARTICULAR STRATESIC
POINTS), BUT MAJI THANH REFUSED TO PERMIT THE TEAM T3
TRANSCRIBE OR PAOTOGRAPH. THESE SECTIONS (SEE
COWMENTS: PAR 12),

-E. (C)"ON THE AFTEZRNOIN OF S DEC THE. TEAM
TRAVELLED TJ THJONG TIEN VILLAGE (THWINGJ TIEENS, Ad
437847), THE ARZA AAERE, ACCORDING TO THE VIETNAMESC
DOCUMENTS CITED A3)JvE, THE 0691 INCIDENT HAD TAKEN
PLACE., THE TEAM sAS3 RECEIVED 8Y ODINH QUANG HIP
(DINH QUANG HUW?J), CHAIRVAN JF THE VILLAGE PEOPLE’S
COMMITTEE, HOP WELZOMED THE TEAM, 4ND REPORTED THAT
THE VILLAGE HAD BEEV ABLE TJ FIND FJUR PERSONS AHD
NOULD BE ABLE TJ. pRIVIDZ: INFORMATION ABOUT THE CASE.
THE VILLAGE HAD ALS) BEEN A3LE TD LOCATE THE SENERAL
AREA OF THE REPJRTE) B8uU3lIaL, AND HAD PREPARED A
ROUTE UP TO THAT LOZATIJIN FIR THE TEAM TO TRAVEL.
HOP THEN INTRQDUCZD THE FIRST WITNESS, BUI vAN ING
(BUIF VAWN QONGR. 3EE LINGUISTIC NOJTE. IN PAR 12F
BELOA), NOW S9 YEARS OLD, AND THE VILLAGE MILITIA
COMMANDER AT THE TIVE OF THE INCIDENT.

(1) (8) ONG SAID THAT THE ENTIRE
INCIDEMT TOJX PLACE BETANEEN 19 AND 23 MAY 67, HE
AAS AT THE VILLAGE WILITIA HEADQUARTERS WHEN, AT
ABOUT 1200, HE -4E4RD THE. SOUND OF RICKETS BEING
FIRED., THE "DIRECT COM3AT"™ MILITIA SJUNDED THE
ATTACK WARNING, THEN: ONG. SOUNDED THE MILITIA
ASSEMBLY SIGNAL, LJOCAL PEOPLE. CAME TJ: THE.
HEADQUARTERS AND- TOLD HIM THAT A MAN HAD FALLEN FROM
THE SKY "HANGING. FRJM A MJSQUITO NET,". ONG THECN
INFORMED THE DISTRICT MILITARY COMMAND. AND REWUESTED
REINFORCEMENTS, JN3. LEO THE MILITIA IN THE INITIAL
PURSUIT OF THE PILOT. AFTER STOPPING FOR SUPPLIES
AT ABOUT 1700 IN X309 KHJ (XHUS) HAMLET, THE MILITIA

OLVR:CDR JCRC BARSERS PT HI(3)...ACT
RTD:000-000/COPLES;0003

034383/8421(041_ Q{ JFC}A Ml 0181  046/09:542 1509212 FgB 91
cccee

4 csN:RXBPO147 JCRC -IAISON BANGKOK TH
MSS!FJEDCCCCCCC |

AAAAAAAAAAA W N Y. Y. Y. N .Y Y. Y. Y. 0. Y aw Ny Wy ey -~

cce CCC»CC
of



ad 2CCCL SCCCECECCLCLCECLELeCeCbnly il 5 uryr
: c D& ST
ccsceecscceccccccecececcogcccececreeee

CONTINUED UP TO DON3 DANH HAMLET (DJONGF DANH, aAd e -
441832) THE AREA INTD wWHICH THE PEOPLE SAID THE _
PARACHUTE HAD FAL_EN, RZACHING THERE AT AB3UT 19064
AITHIN THE HJUR, JNZ, OF THE MILITIA REPIRTED
MOVEMENT NEAR A BJS4, PJISSIBLY FRIM A PARACHUITE
FLAPPING IN THE WIND, A30UT A KILOMETER UP FRIM DING
DANH, ONG ORDERED THE AREA BE ENCIRCLED TIGHTLY,
SUT THAT THE MILITIA KEZP THEIR PLACES. HE WAS

- CONCERNED THAT THE MILITIA MIGHT LOSE THE PILOT OR
INJURE THEMSELVES STUMBLING AROUND IN THE DARKMNESS
IN THE HEAVILY=FORESTED MJUNTAINSIDE. ONG HIMSELF
THEN RETURNED TJ. AIS FIELD HEADQUARTERS AT DONG
DANH, TO HELP DIRECT TH:Z VOVEMENTS OF THE MORE THAN
1,000 MILITIA W40 WEZRE ENGAGED IN THE PURSUIT OF THE
PILOT,

(2) (%) THE PILOT HAS CAPTURED AT ABOUT
osoo THE NEXT MIRVING (20 MAY)., ONG AAS STILL. IN
DONG DANH AT THEZ TIME, MILITIAMEN TDLD HIM THAT THE
PILOT FIRED TWO SHDTS, 3UT WHEN THE MILITIA FIRED IN
THE AIR TO THREATEN H1M, HE SURRENDERED, THE PILOT
AAS BROUGHT INTD J0VG DANH, WHERE ONG HAAD A CHANCE
TO LDDX AT HIM, THZ CAPTURED PILUT WAS A MALE
CAUCASIAN, A3JUT 25 YEAXIS OLD. HE AAS ABOUT 1.75
METERS TALL, WITH B_ONDISH AAIR AND MJUSTACHE. HE
AAS CLAD IN A SJIT THAT HAD PJICKETS IN THE LEGS,

ONG DOES NOT REMEMBZR THE CJLJIR OF THE SUIT, NOR DID
HE NOTICE THE RANX. INSISNIA, THE PILOT HAD A RED
AND BLUE HELMET, A PARAZHUTE, A PISTOL» AND A AATCH,
THE DISTRICT MILITARY CIMMAND AND PSS TOOK
POSSESSION JF ALL THE PZRSONAL: EFFECTS. THE PILOT
AIMSELF WAS TURNEN JVER TO THE CONTROL 9F THE
DISTRICT MILITARY COMMANDER, A MAN NAMED LANE
(LANAJ), AT XOM CJN3 (CIONG) HAMLET AT ABOUT 1100,
ONG NEVER HEARD THE PILIJT”S NAME, AND DDES NQT
REMEMBER IF HE SAID ANYTHING DURING THE TIME HE AAS
ABLE TO OBSERVE HIM,

- (3) &) IT AAS AHILE JING AAS AT DING
DANH THAT HE HEARD FROM THE LOCAL PEOPLE THAT THERE
AERE TAO PARACHJTES DOAN. ING HAD NOT SEEN THE
AIRCRAFT SHJT DJWN, NJOR HAD HE OUBSERVED THE EJECTION
OF THE PILOTS, SO HI, THOUGHT ONLY ONE PILOT HAS

a7

- 034383/8421/04¢ /I JF \11 0181 046/09 547 1509212 FEB 91
CSN:RXBPO147 JCRC LIATSON BANGKOK TH
\Eééﬂ cccccccece
c

"C ccc: C CCCCCCCCC“CCCCCCCCC cccccce

n.C ccc:e CCC



LAPENDL

R L WD ORI, Sl St +

JRODUCED AT GOVEKNMEN!

U s
ces cccfccéoccgif' cceceeecces

”C Cccc: CCCLCCCCCCCLCLCCCCCCC"C CCCC:

O N—+FTI-DENTF—FA+ SECTION 04 OF 11 BANGXDK TH 05557

GONFIDENTLAE 007; FEB 9
MINIMIZE CONSIDZIRED FOR MILITARY ADDRESSEES

SUBJ: DETAILED REPOJRIT QF INVESTIGATION OF CASE
0691 (U) |
INVOLVED., HE ORDERZID THE MILITIA TQ CONTINUE THE -
SEARCH UNTIL THE SEZOND PILOT WAS CAPTURED,

- : (4) (™ THIS SEARCH TOOK AN &DDITIONAL
THREE DAYS. IT WAS NOT UNTIL THE LATE AFTERNOON OF
THE THIRD DAY AFTEZR THE FIRST PILOT WAS CAPTURED

- (I.E., 23 MAY) THAT THE MILTIA DISCIVERED THE HIDING

PLACE OF THE SECOND PILAT., DURING. THE SEARCH, FEW&
AMERICAN AIRCRAFT A2PEARIED IN THE AREA. ONG SAA N2
SAR AIRCRAFT ON 20 JR 21 vAy. DN 22 4AY TAd JETS
APPEARED; 'DROPPINS. £30p AND WATER THAT FELL- 700-800
METERS-FROM THE-PLAZE WHERE THE SECOND PILOT- AAS
EVENTUALLY- DISCIVERSE o "THAT. SAME DAY PLANES ALSJ
DROPPED TWO PACKAZES THAT THE MILITIA INITTALLY
THIUGHT . WERE MINES., AHEN THEY EXAMINED THE -
PACKAGES, PIXIN3 AN) PRIDDING AT THEM, THEY SJDDENLY
EXPANDED 'INTO TAO LARGE BALLOONS.

- (5) 0s) ONG WaS NOT ACTUALLY PRESENT
NHEN THE SECOND PILOT 44S FIUND, ACCIRDING TJ AHAT
HE HEARD FROM THE M[LITIA, AT ABOUT 1600 OV THE
AFTERNION OF 23 vay THE MILITIA SAA TAO SIGNAL
FLARES, ONE RED AND ONE WHITE, FIRED FROM A cLUMP JF
THIN BAMBOO (CAAY VAANG). ING. AIMSELF CLATMS T3
HAVE SEEN WHITE AND BLACK SMOKE FROM THE FIELD
HEADQUARTERS. THE. 4ILTITIA SURROUNDED THE AREA
CLOSELY, THEN ENTEZRZD T4E BAMBOJ. AT A3S0UT 1700 THE
MILITIA ADVISED ONG THAT THE: PILOT AAD RESTSTED
CAPTURE AND HAD BEEN- SHIT BY A MILITTAMAN NAMEZD
PHICH (PHICHS).

(6) (8) ONG DID NOT GO. TO THE INCIDENT
LOCATION THAT DAY, THE NEXT DAY HE AAS ORDERED TD
ARRANGE THE BURIAL:JF THE DEAD PILOT, A TASK IN
NHICH HE CLAIMS T2. 4AVE PARTICIPATED DIRECTLY. THE
MILITIA BORROWED- o CDFFIN FROM DONG DANH HAMLET,
AHERE AN ELDERLY RESIDENT HAD BEEN KEEPING ONE. IN
ANTICIPATION OF HER APPROACHING DEATH. THEY CARRIED
THE COFFIN UP -THE MJUNTAINSIDE. TO THE BAMBOD THICKET
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AHERE THE PILOT HAD BEEN SHIT. ONG SAW THE pPILIT’S S
B0ODY THERE, LYING OV ITS 3ACK, THE BJDY APPEARED
HEAVIER, SHJRTER, AND A LITTLE DARKER (BOTH
COVPLEXION AND HAIR) THAN THE FIRST PILOT. THERE
AAS A ADUND IN THE SIDE (NG CTANNIT REMEMBER AHICH
SIDE). ONG SAWN N3 JTHER ADUNDS, BUT DID NOT EXAMINE
THE BODY CLISELY, THE vILITIA DUG A GRAVE IN THE
MOUNTAINSIDE TO THE DEPTH OF. TWO FOREARMS, REMOVED
THE PILOT®S SUIT AND B80)0TS, WRAPPED TAE BODY IN A
THIN BLANKET, AND P_ACED IT IN THE COFFIN, AHICH WAS
THEN HASTILY BURIED. A STDNE WAS PUT AT THE HEAD 9F
THE COFFIN IN ATCORDANCEZ AITH LOCAL CUSTOM, THE
SURIAL HAS COMPLETED BY 0900, AN HOUJUR AFTER DMG
ARRIVED.

(7) (8) ABDUT A YEAR LATER (ONG
DRIGINALLY SAID ™A FEA MOVTH LATER," THEN CHANGED
HIS MIND) DNG WAS TOLD 3Y PROVINCE JFFICIALS TD 63
BACK TO THE BURIALI SITE TJ "CLARIFY THAE SITUATION,"
IN CASE AN EFFORT MIGHT BE MADE TJD RECOVER THE
REMAINS AT A RATER DATE, ONG CLIMBED BACK Tp THE
SITE, ONLY TJ DISCIVER THAT THE CIFFIN HAD BEEN
PULLED FROM THE GRAVE aND BJRST OPEN. THE REMAINS,
EXCEPT FOR A FEA SCATTERED FRAGMENTS AHICH ONG :
QCOLLECTED AND E3URIED, HAD DISAPPEARED., ONG HAD \,
HEARD THAT &ILD PIGS WEIE CIMMON IN THE AREA, AND HE
SAA TRACKS AT THE SITE AHICH LED HIM TO BELIEVE THAT
WILD PIGS HAD EXHYMID THE PILOT’S BIDY. HE wWAS
ACCOMPANIED TO THZ SITE By DISTRICT AND PROVINCE
OFFICIALS, THE NVUMBZR AyD IDENTITY IF wHOM HE CANNIT
RECALL. THESE JFFIZIALS TOJK NJDTES, BUT NOD
PHITOGRAPHS. 0ONG DJIES \OT KNOW AHAT BECAME pF THE
NOTES. HE HAS NEVERX BE:ZN BACXx TO THE SITE,

(B) (53 IN RESPINSE T THE TEAM‘s
OUESTIDNS, ONG PRJIVIDED SOMZ ADDITIODNAL INFORMATION
ABJUT THE INCIDENT, HE BELIEVES THE AIRCRAFT
CRASHED SOMEAHERE IN KY SON DISTRICT. THE MILITIA
NERE NOT REQUIRED TJ MAKE A REPORT JF THE INCIDENT,
BECAUSE THE DISTRICT MILITARY COMMAND WAS PRESENT AT
THE SCENE THROUSHJUT THZ INCIDENT. A MAN NAMED VAN
(VAANS), THE PSS CHIEF JF KIM BOI DISTRICT AT THE
TIME OF THE INCIDENT, WAO IS NDa RETIRED AND LIVING
BY
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MINIMIZE CONSIDZIRED FOR MILITARY ADODRESSEES

SuBJ: DETAILED REPIRY OF INVESTIGATION OJF CASE

0691 (U)

IN KIM TIEN VILLASE, TOJK THE PILOT”S PERSONAL
EFFECTS AND IDENTIFICATION MEDIA, EXCEPT FOR THE
DEAD PILOTS CLIOTHING, HE THINKS THE BONE FRAGMENTS
HE REBURIED WERE. FRIM LJIWER ARM BINES,

- F. (&9 THE SECIND AITNESS INTERVIEWED WAS BYI
VAN PHICH (PHICHS), FORMERLY A  MEMBER OF THE: THUING
TIEN VILLAGE MILITTIA, ANO THE PERSON IDENTIFIED 3Y
ONG AS THE MAN AHD SHOT THE SECOND PILOT, PHICH IS
NOA 42 YEARS OJLD. AT THE TIME UF TAE INCIDENT,
THEREFDRE, HE WJULD HAV:. 3EEN 19,

(1) &= PHI H TILD THE TEAM THAT THE
INCIDENT TOJK PLACE DURING THE HOT SEASON OF 19%7,
POSSIBLY IN APRIL QR May. HE DDJES NJIT RECALL THE
DATE, HE DID NJT 8SZE THE AIRCRAFT, NIR THE
PARACHUTES, AND DJES NOT XKNJDA WHERE TAE AIRCRAFT
CRASHED., “HE DID- yOT PARITICIPATE IN THE CAPTURE IJF
THE FIRST PILOT, IT° NAS NOT UNTIL THE DAY BEFORE HE
SHJIT THE SECONOD PILJT THAT HE TI0X PART IN THE
SEARCH EFFORT.

(2) (€ PHIZH SAID THAT HE REMEMBERS THZI
SCENE VIVIDLY, SJOMZTIME ZETWEZEN 1600 AND 1700 IV
THE DAY AFTER HZI: JJINED THE SEARCH FOR THE PILOT, +HZ
SAA REDDISH SMOKE EVERGING FRIOM A BAM30D THICKET 2V
THE MOUNTAINSIOE, [HE MILITIA LEADERSHIP SAID [HAT
THE PILOT WAS PRO3A3LY AIDING IN THE THICKET, PHICH
AND ANJITHER MILITIAMAN VAYED 8UI VAN BAY (BAAYR)
ENTERED THE THICKET, AHIAD JF THE OTHER MILITIAMEN,

‘PHICH SAW THE PILJT SEATED JIN THE GROUND ABOUT 10

METERS AWAY. PHICH SHOUTED C(IN VIETNAMESE) *HANDS
UP," THREE TIMES, AND "SURRENDER,"™ INCE, THE PILOT
ROSE SLOWLY TJ HIS FEET, THEN WENT INTJ A CRQUCH AND
REACHED BEHIND A4Iv, AS IF HE AERE TRYING TO GRASP
AI3 PISTOL. BAY FIRED 4 AARNING SHIT INTO THE AIR,
TO. INTIMIDATE THE PILOT, PAICH THEN AEARD THZ VIICE
JF THU (THU), THE VILLASE PARTY SECRETARY, AHJ AAS
STANDING QUTSIBE THE: THICKET, SAY:s "IF HE RESISTS,
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SHOOT HIMi" PHICH FIRED IJNE SHDT FROM HIS AMERICANe  —:o..--
MADE RIFLE, AND THE _PILJT FELL OVER., HE DIED ALMIST
AT ONCE. PHICH MJVZD TOWARD THE PILOT, AND THE -
OTHER MILITIAMEN 3URST INTD THE THICKET AND BEGAVN
CRIADING ARDUND, H:I, THEN HEARD AN IJRDER TQ LEAvE
THE AREA, SO HE WENT BAZK TJ AIS HOUSE. HE DID NIT
PARTICIPATE IN THE 3URIAL OF THE PILOT, AND HAS
NEVER BEEN TO THE RZPORTED 3URIAL sxrs.

(3) () PHIZH DESCRIBED THAE PILOT AS A
MALE CAUCASIAN, PJSSIBLY ABJIUT 24 YEARS OLD, AITH
BROWNISH HAIR AND HAZEL EYES. HE DID NOT HAVE. A
MOUSTACHE, BUT +HIS 3EAR) HAD APPARENTLY BEEN GRJIAING
FOR THREE OR FOJR DAYS, HE DID NOT EXAMINE THAE
PILDT CLOSELY., HE NOTIZED JNLY A SINGLE WOUND IN
THE CHEST; NO OTHSR INJURIES WERE VISIBLE. HE. DOES
NOT REMEMBER THZ TYPE OF CLJITHING WDRN BY THE PILOT,
3UT HE DOES KNOA THAT THE PILOT WAS NJT AEARING A
FLIGHT SUIT. THERE WAS HAIR VISIBLE ON THE PILOT’S
CHEST. PHICH DID NOT NJITICE ANY RANK INSIGNIA 2N
THE PILOT’S CLOTHING.

(4) (B89 IN RESPINSE TOD QUESTIONS PHICH
PROVIDED A SMALLI AMDOUNT OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATIIN,
THE PILQGT HAD SJME ZQUIPMENT AITH HIM, bUT PHICH
DOES NOT REMEMBZIR W4AT IT WAS, THE EQUIPMENT WAS
TAKEN BY SOMEBOJDY HZ DID NOT RECOSNIZE, SUT wHOM AE
HEARD XAS FRDM THE DISTRICT,., HE S5A4 NO AMERICAN
AIRCRAFT DURING HIS PARTICIPATION IN THE SEARCZH NOR
DID HE SEE ANY SUPPLY PARACHUTES,

= . 6, (8) THE NzXT MNINING (6 DEZC) THE TEAM
RETURNED TO THAUING TIEN VILLAGE TJ CONDUCT
ADDITIONAL INTERVIEANS, THE FIRST PERSON BROUGHT T3
THE TEAM®S ATTENTIOV BY THE VILLAGE LZADERSHIP AAS
NAMED BUI VAN MJC (vUCJ). MUC BEGAN SPEAKING IN
YUONG, AND LATER SAITCHED TD A BARELY=INTELLIGIBLE
VIETNAMESE. HE May HAvz. BEEN INTOXICATED, WHEN THE
TEAM (INCLUDING THE VIETNAMESE CONTINGENT) HAS
FINALLY ABLE TO SORT  QUT: AHAT HE WAS SAYING, IT
BECAME IMMEDIATZLY APPARENT THAT MUC HAD NEVER
PARTICIPATED IN THE INCIDENT, HAD LITTLE BUT LIMITED
HEARSAY ABOUT IT, AND HAD NEVER BEEN TD THE REPIRTED
8T
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BURIAL SITE. THE RZASQOV AHY THE VILLAGE BROUGHT HIM
TO BE INTERVIEWZID A4S NEVER MADE CLEAR.

- “He (80 BUI VAN BAY (BAAYR), THE. MAN SAIp 8Y
PHICH TO HAVE ACCOMPANIED HIM INTO THE. THICKET, AAS
INTERVIEWED NEXT, 3AY SAID THAT HE WNAS NOW 55 YEARS
OLD, AND AT THE TIMZi OF THE INCIDENT AAS A PLATION
LEADER OF THE VILLAGE MILITIA, HE IS NOA THE KIM
BOI DISTRICT PARTY COMMITTEE SECRETARY.

(1) (s BAY SAID THAT THE INCIDENT TJ0X
PLACE ON 19 MAY 67. HE WAS IN vO LUAN (VOX LUANJ)
HAMLET AT TrAE TIMZ, HE DID NJIT SEE THE AIRCRAFT,
BUT: HE DID SEE INE. PARACHUTE. HE ASSUMES HE. DID NIT
SEE THE: SECIND PARACHUTE. BECAUSE THE: MOUNTAINS
BLOCKED HIS VIEAN., AE JJINED HIS MILITIA PLATION AND
REACHED THE ASSIGNED AM3UsH POSITION (IN CASE JF A
RESCUE ATTEMPT) AT &BOUT 1300, THEY REVMAINED TAERE
JNTIL ABOUT 0800 THS: NEXT DAY, AHEN THEY HEARD [HAT
ONE PILOT HAD BEEN -APTJRED, BUT A SECOND PILOT AAS
STILL AT LARGE. BAY“S PLATIDN NAS AMING THISE
ORDERED TO CINTINJE THE SEARCH.

(2) ¢ty AT ABJUT 0900 AHILE RESTING IN
DONG DANH HAMLET, BAY AAS ABLE TO O3SERVE THE
CAPTURED PILOT”S ARRIVAL:, HE SAID THE PILOT WNAS A
MALE CAUCASIAN, A30JT AS TALL AS THE. J.S. TEAM
LEADER (1.9 METZRS)., THE PILOT HAD BLONDISH HAIR,
BAY IS UNABLE T2 RECALL ANY OTHER FEATURES, THE.
PILOT HAS DRESSED IN- A FLIGHT SUIT AND 800TS, 3AY
NOTICED NO INSISNIA ON THE SUIT. THE BJOTS WERE
TAKEN FROM THE PILOT. AT THE VILLAGE, THE PILOT HAD
NEITHER EQUIPMENT NJR WEAPONS AT- THE TIME BAY SAN
HIM. BAY REMAINED [N THE HAMLET FOR LESS THAN AN
HOUR, THEN CONTINYEDY TO HIS NEXT ASSIGNED POSITION.

(3) &) ON 22 MAY, BAY SAA AN AIRCRAFT
DRDP SUPPLIES (THERZ. AERE A LOT OF AMERICAN AIRCRAFT
IN THE AREA THRJUGHJIUT THE INCIDENT), ANOTHER
ILTIA UNIT RECIVEREZD THAE SUPPLIES. THE FOLLJAING
OLVR:CDR JCRC BARSERS PT HI(3)...ACT

RTD:sd30-000/COPIES:0003

034396/8424/045 ] oF Y M1 0184 045/10:042 1509212 FeB 91

CSN: RXBPOlSO JCRC LTAISON SANGKQOK TH
CCuCCCuCCCCCCllHELASSjEJmC"CCCCC
. NN A

nﬂnhbn AR AP AL ArCRrRrArARCrrr. ~r



e Lt *~%=“*Eég
cc:ccc:cciﬁ%ﬂndﬂnftﬁtd ccecccceece
c s 3 NFI D ENT I AL c
CC2CCCCoCCCCCCCLCCCiLCCCeCelCCeeee

AFTERNOON, BAY SAA A RED SIGNAL FLARE FIRED FROM A e
BAMBAOD THICKET JON A STEEPLY SLOPING MOUNTAINSIDE,

ABOUT 500 METERS FRJY THE FIELD HEADQUARTERS, BAY’S

UNIT HAS CLJSEST TO'THAT LOCATIJN, SO HIS UNIT

RECEIVED THE ORDER TO ADVANCE. BAY, PHICH, THE

PARTY SECRETARY, aND SEVERAL JTHER PERSONS, wHOM BAY

CANNDT REMEMBER, -MIYED FORWARD TO CAPTURE THE PILOT,

(4) (89 BAY’S ACCIOUNT DOF THE PILOT’S
DEATH AGREES COMPLETELY WITH THAT OF PHICH, BAY
PROVIDED THE FOLLJWNING ADDITIONAL DETAILS., THE
PILOT AAS HOLOING A PISTOL, AFTER 3AY FIRED THE
AARNING SHOT, AND THE PILOT DID NOT SURRENDER, BAY
TURNED ARDUND TDJ. THZ, PARTY SECRETARY, NHD WAS
QUTSIDE THE THICTKET, AND SAID: ™IT LJOKS LIKE HE’S
GOING TO RESIST.™ IT WwAS AT THAT PIINT THAT THE
SECRETARY SAID TO S409T1 THE PILOT IF HE RESISTED.
PHICH TOOK THAT STATEMENT AS AN ORDER TO SHOOT THE
PILOT, AND FIRED, THE PILDT FELL TJ THE GROUND,
SHJT'IN THE CHEST, aND SIED WITHIN A MINUTE,

(5) (S BAY SAID THAT IT AAS DIFFICULT
TO TELL THAT THEZ. MAy IN THE THICKET WNAS A PILIT,
BECAUSE HE AAS NOT' NEARINS A FLIGHT SUIT, HE wWAS
ORESSED IN TROUSERS AND A SLEEVELESS T=SHIRT (AFTER
FURTHER QUESTIONING, THZ TEAM DECIDED THAT BAY AAS
TRYING TO DESCRIBEZ & SUIVIVAL VEST). THE PILOT WAS
A MALE CAUCASIAN, S43RTZR, AEAVIER, AND YDUNGER THAN
THE CAPTURED PILOT, HIS AHAIR WAS BROANISH, BAY
NOTICED NO AJUNDS JN THZ pILIT’S BIDY DTHER THAN THE
GUNSHOT WOUND IN THZ CHzST. AFTER DETERMINING THAT
THE PILOT HAS DZAD, PHIZH PICXED UP THE PILOT’S ‘
PISTAL AND BROUSHT IT BACK TO THE PARTY SECRETARY,
NHJ WAS HEADING TONARD THE SCENE TO TAKE THE PILOT’S
EQUIPMENT, BAY TJOLD THZ. SECRETARY THAT THE pILIT
AAS DEAD. THE SECRZTARY TOLD BAY TJ LET HIS
MILITIAMEN GO HIOME 1D ReEST. BAY DID S0, HE AAS IN
THE THICKET FOR ONLY FIVE MINUTES., ON HIS WAY 3ACK
HOME, HE PASSED THRJUGH DJING DANH, AHERE HE SAW Tw)
LARGE GRAY BALLJIOVS, BaY DID NJOT PARTICIPATE IN THE
BURIAL OF THE PILIT, AWND 4AS NEVER BEEN BACK TO THE

SCENE.
BT
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(6) €650 AS LEADER OF THE MILITIA
PLATDON, BAY WAS ANARDED A CERTIFICATE OF
COMMENDATION BY THE PROVINCE MILITARY CIMMAND. 3AY
SHOAED THIS DOCUMENT TO THE TEAM, THE CERTIFICATE,
NUMBER 5053/K5, IS DJATED 13 JULY 67 AND COMMENDS BAY
FOR "COMPLETELY ACCIMPLISHING THE MISSION OF
CAPTURING AN AMERICAN AIR PIRATE ON 19 MAY 67."
- I. (60 THE FINAL WITNESS INTERVIEWED BY THE
TEAM WAS BUI VAN 5yyG (ZUNGJ), ALSO KNOIAN aS 3BUR
HUNG AN (HWNG AN), HE IS NJW 53 YEARS OLD, AND WAS
A MILITIAMAN AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT. HE
PARTICIPATED IN NEITHER THE CAPTURE OF THE FIRST
PILOT, NOR THE SHJOTING OfF THE SECOND. HE waS$,
HOXEVER, ONE OF TH4JSE O3IDERED TD BURY THE SECJIND
PILOT’S BODY,

(1) (S DUN3/AN WAS AT THAT TIME A
RESIDENT OF DONG DAVH HAMLET, WHICH HAS SINCE BEEN
ABANDONED (SEE COMMENTS). OIN THE MORNING AFTER THE
OEATH JOF THE SECOND PILDT, HE WAS DRDERED TO AELP
SURY THE PILOT®S 33)Y, HEe 30UGHT A CIFFIN JF SJAN
A00D FROM ONE OF THEZ, HAMLET RESIDENTS, THEN HE AND
THE FOUR OTHER MILITIA NHJ AENT AITH AIM DRAGGED THE
COFFIN UP THE MIUNTAINSIDE TO WHERE TdE PILOT’S 33DY
.nAs LYING,

(2) (§) THE PILOT WAS A MALE CAUCASIAV
DRESSED IN TROUSERS AND A SLEEVELESS SHIRT, THE
BODY HAD A ANOUND JNDER THE ARM. AS DUNG/AN WAS
HELPING TO CARRY- THE: BODY TJ THE COFFIN, THE TROUSER
LEGS RODE UP, AT THAT POINT HE NOTICED A LARGE
BRUISE ON ONE OF THEi SHINS. THE MILITIA CUT A GRAVE
INTO: THE SLOPE, PLAZED THE BODY IN THE. COFFIN, PUT
THE COFFIN INTO THE GRAVE, AND HASTILY COVERED IT
AITH SJIL, THE GRAVE, SEING CUT INTO THE
MOUNTAINSIDE, WAS SHAPED: LIKE A NITCH, WHILE THE
SIDE THAT FACED UP. [HE 3LOPE NAS ABOUT TWO FQREARMS
DEEP, THE LOAER SIDE; AAS JNLY DEEP ENJUGH TO COVER
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THE COFFIN. THE MI_ITIA DID NOI BURY THE PILJIT ANY e
MORE CAREFULLY 3EZAJSE THEY WERE AFRAID OF PQSSIBLE
AIR ATTACK. (DJNG/AN ADDED AT THIS PJIINT THAT HAD
HE KNOAN THE INTEREST THE GRAVE SITEZ AAS GDING TI 7
ATTRACT IN THE FUTUXE, 4E ~#JULD HAVE 3URIED THE
COFFIN DEEPLY, AND PLACzZD A HJGE ROCK, CARVED AITH
THE PILOT”S NAMZ, 0N Tpp 3F THE GRAVE, SO THAT THE
GRAVE COULD BE IDENTIFIZD "FOR A BILLION YEARS.")

(3) 6 IN DECEMBER, 1967, BUI VAN ONG
JRDERED HIM TO 50 U? TO THE GRAVE SITE TO POINT IT
BUT TO THREE PERSJINS NHJ AERE GOING TJ GO AITA HIM,
DUNG/AN DDES NOT KNJA w4Y THOSE THREE PERSONS, AHOM
HE DID NOT RECOSNIZZ, WZRE INTERESTED IN THE SITE,
ONG HIMSELF DID NJT GJ., DUNG/AN LED THE THREE MEN
TO THE SITE. TAE ENTIRE AREA APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN
DUG UP BY WILD ANIMALS, (NHEN THE TEAM EXPRESSED
SOME SKEPTICISM A30JT T4Is JIBSERVATION, DUNG/AN ANENT
INTO A LENGTHY DESCRIPTION IJF THE VARIOUS TYPES JF
WILOLIFE TOD BE FOUND ON THE MIUNTAIN, AMONG THAEM,
"RATS AS LONG AS A ¥AN’S FOREARM,"™ AND HON THEY AERE
CAPASLE OF DIGGINS JP A GRAvVE.) NO TRACE DF THE
GRAVE IR COFFIN REMAINED. THE THREE MEN WHD AENT
AITH HIM TOJK NJ NOTES JF THE SITE,

- J. &) BITH JIN3 AND DUNG/AN CLAIMED TD BE ABLE
TO POINT QUT THZ GEVERAL: AREA DF THE 3URIAL, 38UT
NEITHLR BF THEM KNEA THI E£XACT LOCATION, CPt1 LIJI
POINTED OUT ON AJs wAP THE LOCATION VISITED BY THE
DISTRICT TASK TEAY, TO AHICH THE TEAM HAD BEEN LED
8Y DUNG/AN., THZ. MA> LOCZATION INDICATED BY Lol IS aAd
434856, NEAR THZ 4EAD pF A STREAM ON THE WESTERN
SLIPE OF A SOUTHERN SPyx OF NUI DJI TADL MOUNTAIN,
AS THE WITNESSES CQJLD NOT POINT JUT THE SPECIFIC
GRAVE SITE, AND THE SITE INDICATED AAS LOCATED IN
KARST, OVER EIGAT KILOMZTERS ON FJOT FROIM THE
VILLAGE OFFICE, THE TEAM DECIDED NOT 70 GO THERE.
NEVERTHELESS, IN JRDER 71D DETERMINE IF THE
VIETNAMESE WNERE EXASGERATING THE DIFFICULTY DF A
SITE VISIT, THE TEAY DID AALK PART JF THE #AY, T3 Ad
474641, AT THIS POINT THE TRAIL: ROSE STEEPLY IANTO
THE. KARST, AND THE GSUIpES TJILD THE TEAM THAT THE
SITE HAS STILL SEVERAL SILDMETERS AND THREE KARST

8T
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