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CO~.FIDE~HIAL 0071 FES' 91 
~I~I~IZE CO~SID~RED FOR MILITARV ~DDRESSEEs 
SU8J: DETAILED ~E?J~T OF INVESTIGATIO~ QF CASE 
0691 (UJ 
RIDGES SEYOND THE T!A~'S pRESENT LOCATION. TrlE TEl~ 
LEADER DECIDED fHAT" THE VIETN~~ESE" M~D NOT 
~ISREPRESENTED THE )IFFICuLTY OF A SITE VISIT, AND 
TOLD· THE TE4~ T1 RETURN TJ THE ~ILL'GE· OFFICE • .. 

K. lb.) THE TEll! NEXT REQUESTED THE LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES AND V~03~P TO ARR~NGE AN INTERVIE~ NITH 
THE RETIRED PSS Crll~F N~MEO ·VAN." O~ THE ~oRNI~G 
OF 7 DEC RUYEN fOLO U.S. TE~~ ME~BERS TH4T ~E rl~D 
GONE fa KIM TIE~ ~IL.LAGC:. THE pREVIOUS E~ENI~G, A.~D 
NAB INFORMED BY V4N'S ~IFE THAT VAN HAD "GONE TJ 
LOOK FOR GOLD" 3EVE~~L )AVS BEFORE. THE TEA~ TrlEN 
SUSPENDED TrlE I~VESTtGATIJN. 

5. ~) SURVEY RESJLTS: NJ SURVEY CJ~DUCTED -
b. (lJ) RECOM~~N)E) FUTURE 4CTIONS: 

.. A. KJ REQUEST THE V~OS~P LOCATE AND ~AKE 
AVAILABLE FOR J)I~T INT~RvIEw ·VAN,· THE FQR~ER ~I~ 
801 DISTRICT PSS CHIEF, NJW RETIRED IN ~I~ TIEN 
VILLAGE. VAN ~4Y B::, Al3l.E TJ PRJVIDE INFOR~ATIO~ 
THAT WOULD HELP ESTABLISH A CHAIN OF CUSTODY FOR LT 
PATTERSON'S IuE~TIFICATIO~ CARD. -
- B. f.G.) A SIT Ef SURV E,Y SHOuLD BE C JNDUC T EO. 
THOUGH THE· ~ITNESSES TESTIFIED THAT THERE ~ERE 
OR NO REMAINS TJI SE FOU~D AT THE SITE wITHIN A 

EVE'l 
FEtf 
tEAR 

OF THE INCIDENT, A 3URvEY SHOULD DETERMINE THE 
FEASIBILITY OF RE~~INS REcOvERY. THE ROAD To THUO~G 
T1EN VILLAGE. ENDS A30UT 100 METERS ~EST Of THE 
VILLAGE OFFICE. 3ASEO IN TEA~ uBSERVATION OF TnE 
GENERAL ARE', A~D D~SCRIPTIJN BY LOCAW RESIDE~TS JF 
THE. REPORTED BURI~L ~RE', UNLESS HELICOPTER sJPPJRT ! 
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IS AVAIL.ABLE, 'SJCli~N U~DERTAKING wILL.i REQUIRE T"AT 
THE SURVEY TEA~ B~ ?REP~RED TD CLI~6 THROUGH EIGrlT 
KILO~ETERS JF K~RST AND SPEND ~T LEAST JN~ NIGHT O~~ 
THE ~OUNTAI~SID~. 

7. m PERTINENT ~OC~TIJN OR DATA CriANGES: CrlANGE 
L'AST KNOWN LOCATIJN Of 0&91-1- 01 FROM Wtf 450901 TO 
IlH 434850. 7 ,A11', ';;, cJu ,.-;" 

8. KJ AREAS JR C~SE FILE INfORIoiATIJN NOT 
INvESTIGATED: ~O~E 

9. (U) ANALYST Cu~~ENTS: 

A. C'6J THE I"4FJR,I.IATION PROVIDED 6Y THE FJUR 
~ITNESSES I~TERvIEAED AT THUO~G TIEN VILLAGE IS 
CONSIST~~T nITH r~E KNO~N FACTS OF THIS CASE. T~E 
DAT~, TIME Jf D~Y, ~~D :IRCU~STA~CES OF LOSS ALL. 
CORI1ELATE TJ TH:; RE;:·'Hi 0&91 INCIDENT. THE DOCU"1E'lTS 
~ISCUSS~D IN PAR 3C-D A30yE ALSO SUPPJRT THE 
TESTINJHY PRDYI)EO 3Y TiE WIT~ESSES. BUI VAN O~G'S 
CHRONuLOGICAL DEPICTION OF EVENTS IS CONSISTENT rlIT~ 
~HAT IS KNO~N TJ ~AiE T~KEN PLACE DURING THE . 
INCID£~T. ONG ~EPJ~TED TrlAT THE SECOND PILOr ~AS 
SHJT A~D'KILLED O~ 23 ~AY, AHIlE THE LAST SAR 
CONTACT WITH LT PATIERSJN riAS O~ THE EVENI~G OF 
21 MAY. THIS DISCR~PAN:Y MAY BE DUE TO 4 
~ISCALCULATIJN 3Y A~L OF THE ~ITNESSES. ON TrlE 
OTHER HAND, IT ~A¥ 3E T14T LT PATTERSDN WAS A9L.~ TJ 
EV4DE THE VIETN4'1ES::, U"lTIL THE AFTERNao;~ OF 23 "AY. 
Fu:nHERMORE, TH~. "E ~ T I D~ JF • BALLOONS If BY ONG A~O 
BUR VA~ BAY, ~HICH IS ALM~ST CERTAINLY A REFERE~CE 
TO THE fULTJN EXTRA:J10~ EQUIP~E"lT DRJPPED AT TrlE 
SITE, LENDS CRE~IaILJTY TO THEIR TESTI"ONY AND 
SUPPORTS THEIR CLAI~ TO HAVE AC1UALLY PARTICIPATED 
IN THE INCIDENT. )'.J. THE, JTtiER HAND, IT ODES NOT 
SEEM LIKELY THAT! JN~, B:;I~G HiE MILITIA CO"'MA~DER, 
PARTICIPATED EITHER IN THE BURIAL uR THE ~ISIT TO 
THE SITE THAT W~S O~DERED BY THE PRJVINCE. 

B. ('6-.) BUI V~~ PHICH'S DESCRIPTION OF ""'I4T TO!J!( 
PL4CE DURING THE; ~TTE~PTED CAPTURE OF THE PILOT 
SEEMS CREDIBLE. PHICH riAS VERY ANI~ATED IN HIS 
DESCRIPTION OF THE ~JTE"PTED CAPT~RE AND OF THE 
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ACTIONS OF THE PILOT. 115 DESCRIPTION JF THE 
PILOT'S ACTIONS LE~)3 C~EDE~CE· TO TrlE TESTIMO~Y 
BT 
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CO'1rIDErHIAl: O()71 'FEB ql 
~I~I~IZE CO~SIO~RED FJR ~ILITARY AD)RESSEEs 
SUBJ: DETAILED ~EPJ~T OFINYESTIGATla~ OF CASE 
0&91 (U) 
PRJVIDED BY ONE OF THE ~E~BERS OF THE TEAM ~HJ 
PARTICIPATED IN T;E ATTEMPTED RESCUE aF LT 
PATTERSON. THIS PE~SO~ EXPRESSED TriE OPINIDN TriAT 
AT THE TIME OF iIS ~~ST RADIO CONTACT ~lTH LT 
PATTERSON, PATTERSO~ SEE~ED DELIRIOUS, PROBABLY 
BECAUSE HE MAD 3EEN O~ THE GRJUND FQR'AL~OST FOU~ 
DAYS WITHOUT FOlD O~ HATER. PATTERSON CLAI~E~ TJ 
HAVE SEEN LCDR ~C)A~IEL (nHJ HAD BEEN CAPTURED T~u 
DAYS BEFORE, ON TrlE OTHER SIDE OF THE ~OUNTAIN), 
STATED THAT... (A TECH REP O~ THE SHIP) 
i'lAS riITH HI"", A'iD PERIO)ICALL'f REFUSED TO REVEAL, HIS 
~A~E. PHICH'S DES:RIPTION OF THE PI~OT, ~HO"" HE 
SAID ~A~ JUST TJR~I~G SIDE TO SIDE, LOOKED CONFUSED, 
AND DID HOT RESPO~D TO ~EpEATED DE~A~)S TO 
SURREHDER, SUPPJRrS THIS CO~TENTIJN. MOREOVER, THIS 
~A'f ALSO EXPLAI~ nMY RESCUE FJRCES ~ERE UNABLE TJ 
CO~TACT LIEuTENANT ~ATTERSO~ 3N 22 ~At, ALTMOJGrl 
INFOR~AT16N oaT'I~E) FRJ~ TrlE WIT~ESSES INDICATES 
TH'T THEY DID NJT LJCAT~ LIEurE~~~T PATTERsJN U~TIL' 
AB~UT 1700 THE FOLLJ~IN~ ~AY. 

'# 

• c. (~ THE I~FJR~~TIJN CJ~CERNIN~ THE 
DISTURBANCE OF THE ;RAVE SEE~S OU3IJUS. IF, IN 
FACT, LT PATTERSQ~ NAS 3UR1ED IN A COFFIN, IT OJES 
~OT SEEMLI(ELY T~4T riI~D A~r~ALS CJU~O HAVE DUG UD 
THE GR~VE, DEST~QYE) THE cOFF1N AND DEVOURED THE 
RE...,AINS. IT IS \tJR::· PR)BAB!.E THAT N::l ONE, INCLuOI'JG 
90TH ONG AND OU~G/A~, H'S BEE~ B~CK TJ THE ORIGI~AL: 
GRAVE SITE. DJN;I'~ SAlj JUTRIGHT THAT ONG NEVER 
~ENT BACK, AND MAJ SENT HI~ I~SlEAD. ~JREOVER, J~;, 
AS ONE OF TME "'~I~ ~ARTICIPANTS I~ THE 1987 
UNILATERAL I~VESTIG~TI0~ OF THIS CASE, PASSED T~E 
SA~E 1~fORMATI0~ ABJUT THE GRAVE SITE TO MEM8ERS OF 
THE VNOSMP, ~HO ALMJST CERTAINLY DID NOT GO TJ T~E 
GRAVE SITE. IT 13 vERY LIKELY THAT THE ORIGINAL' 
BURIAL LOCATION OF LJ P~TTE~SON H4S NEYER BEEN 
LOCATED EITHER 3Y L1CAL OFFICIALS OR ~E~BERS JF THE 
VNJS~P. THIS "'lAY BE. RE~SJN THAT HiE "WILD ANIMALS 
ATE THE BONES" TH~J~Y IS aEING PUT FORWARD. 
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o. (~ THE r~CIDENr LOCATION PROVIDED TO THE 
TEA ... BY THE DIsrRICT' OFFICIALS A"D LOCAL IJITNESSES 
IS PROBABLY ACC:JRI\TE:. JNE. (IF THE A'4ERIC/H" 
EYE~ITNESSES TD THE INCIDENT pLACES· TrlE EJECTIDN IN 
THE VICINITY OF Ww .599868, APPROXVUTELY TriREE 
KILO"fETERS NORToiWEsn OF TrlE LOCATION JBTAINEo 
THROUGH THE INVESTI~ATIJN, ~H 434856. -- E. ~ ENTRY 30 ON PAGE 18 OF. THE' "TAP pHU LUC" 
CORRELATES TO REF"O 0691-1-01, LCDR EUGENE ~C~A~IEL~ 
THE ENTRY PRDVl~ES 'VARIANT' OF CO'4'4ANOER '4COANIEL'S 
~A~E AND HIS CORREC~ SE~IAL NUMBER. THENOTATrJ~ 
·PEOPLE·'S MILITIA SoiOT OEI\O" PROBABLY REFERS TO THE 
ATTEMPTED CAPTURE A~O SJBSE~UENT DEATH OF LIEUTE"A~T 
PATTERSON. 
- f. ('6;). THE I ~ F J R ... A f'I 0 N I N EN r R Y 31 a. P PAR E,~ T L Y 
CO~BINES INFORM'TIO~· FRJM TrlE REFNO 0691 I~CIOENT 
~ITH THE PERSONI\L D,TI\ ?R3VIDED I" ENTRY 22 (SEE 
NEXT SUBPARI\GRI\PH). BECAUSE THE ~AJORITY OF Trl~. 
INFORMATION PR03A3L1 CO~RELATES T3 THE REFNJ 06~1 
INCIDENT AND TH::; PR::VIO:JS ENTRY ALSJ CORRELATES TJ 
THIS CASE, IT 1$ ?RJBAB~E THAT ENTRy 31 PERTAINS TJ 
REFNO 0691 .. 

- G. C"64 THE I"FJRMI\TIJN FRO'" ENTRY 22 CORREL·~TES 
TO REFNO 063'2. B3T;. INl>IIIIDUI\LS INVOLVED IN TH!S 
INCIDE~T ARE RETUiN::ES. THE; INFOR'1~TION I"l TrlE 
ENTRY PERTAINS TO O~LY )NE JF THE I~DIVIDUALs, ~~JJR 
____ t ... J~ •. THE NA~E, R~NK, Ol,rE OF 
BIRTH, SERI~L NJ~3E~, A~O OI\TE, OF 1,,,CIDENt ALL 
CORRELATE T3 '4AJOR ...,. -
1 o. (IN SEA R C ri 1\ N) R E C a v E R Y S PEe I 1\ LIS T CO \t '4 E N T S : 
NONE 

11~ (U) CR TECH~ICIAN Co~~ENTS: .. 
I~ - A.~) CRT CJNCURS WITH ANALYST AND TEAM LEI\DER 

CO"lMENTS RtGI\ROIN~. THE ~ARIABLE CREDlaILITY of THE 
I. "'ITNESSES. IT SEE,'43 EVIDENT' FRO:.1 i'llT.~ESS TESTI"1JNY, 

THE DOCUMENTARY EVI)E~CE, SEEN AT KII.1 801 DISTRICT, < I 

BT . 

I. 

l. 
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CO'4FIOEIHIA"L Ol71 'FEB 91 
~INI~IZE CO~SlD~RED FJR MILIT~RY ~D)RESSEES 
SUBJ: DETAILED REPO,T O~ INvESTIGATION OF CASE 
Ob91 (U) 
4NO THE CERTIFI:ATE OF CO~~ENOATION, THAT THE 
CAPTURE OF O~E PILOT AN) THE DEATH OF 4NDTHER DID 
OCCUR IN THUONG TIE~ VI~LAGE IN 1961, PROB4BLY I~ 
THE MANNER RELATED ~Y TrlE ~ITNESSES, AND THAT THIS 
INCIDENT IS, IN F4CT, REf~O 0691. 

- B. ~ CRT T1I~KS II U~LIKELY TH~T "THE 4NI~ALS 
ATE THE BONES," A~D EVE~ LESS LIKELY THAT OUNG/A~ IS 
UN4BLE TO REMEM3E~ A~YTrlING ABOUT THE THREE ~EN HE 
SuPPOSEDLY LEO To T1E B~RIAL: SITE. INFORMATION 
OBTAINED IN THE CJU~SE Jf OTHER INVESTIGATIUNS 
INDICATES THAT JFFI:IALL¥-SPDNSORED RECOVERY 
OPER4TIONS WERE CJ~)UCTED I~ OTHER PRQVINCES, fOR~ER 
NGHIA LO PRJVI~:E, FaR EX4M?LE. IT IS LI~ELY T~AT 
TH~ THREE ~EN M~NTI)~NED BY O~NG/4N WERE SENT FJR A 
SI~ILAR PURPOSE. C~T TiINKS THE ·ANI~ALS ATE TrlE 
BONES· THE~E IS USE) TO EXPLAIN THE LACK OF 
SUBSTANTIAL RE~~I~S 4T ~ANY GRAvE SITES EXPLORED BY 
THE JOINT TEAH, W~E~ OFFICIAL· RECJ~ERY EFFORTS, JR 
ILLEGAL.FFFORTS OF ~~ICrl THERE IS Nu~ OFFICIAL 
KNJ~LED~E, rlAVE ALR~ADY BEE~ UNDERTAKEN. 

- ,c. (~) CRT 4L$) THIN~S IT DJ9lJUS THAT LJN3-
TER"1 RESIDENTS JF TiUON:; TIEN VILLAiiE ARE UNABLE T3 
IDENTIFY THE BU~I'L SITE JF A~ A~ERICA~ PILOT. 
4LTHOUGH THEY M~Y H'~E ~OVEO FRU~ T~E UPLA~Ds YEARS 
BEFORE, IT SEE"1S RE~SON'BLE TO EXPE:T THAT, WITrl 
SO~E THuUGHT, TiEy ~JULO BE ABLE TO PJINT OUT A 
SPECIFIC UURIAL SITE~ THE DEATH AND aURIAL OF A~ 
A~ERICAN PILOT ~AS :ERT~INLY A SIGNIfICANT AND 
~E~ORABLE EVE~T I~ THE 1ISTJRY OF TrlE VILL4GE. EV:~ 
If FEri PEOPLE A:1JA~LY ?ARTICIPATEO I~ THE ORIGINALI 
BU~IAL, THE SlT~ SHJULO BE nIDELY KNOnN • .. 
12. CU) TEA~ :HIEF CO~MENTS: .. 

A. (~ BUI V~~ DNG DID NJT I"1PRESS THE TEA\t AS 
AN ENTIRELY RELI-A~Le:, "ITNESS. LIKE "ANY OF THE 

DLVR:CDR JCRe B~R9ERS PT HI(3) ••• ACT. 

RTO:OOO-OOO/COPIES:0003 

03qQ32/~433/04~ ,,1 Jf~\l "1 0193 Oqb/lO:28Z 150921~ FEB 91 
CS~:RXBP0159 ~ ~l JCRC ~a~ISON bANGKOK TH 

CC:CCC:CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCcCCCCCCCC 
c .; J~t;A:titt;'tn:A-'\. C 
:c:c cc:c c .iJiiifii:U cc ecce c cc c 



'0 

cc:ccc:cccijll~lJ\~~~~Pccccccccccc 
C: ~, a' '4 F I 9 E i~ f I A -lr C' 
:C:CCC:CcCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC 

OTHER wREspaNSt3LE JFFI~lALS~ INTER~IEWEO SY T~E 
TEAM IN OTHER C~SES, aN:;, ~PPE4RED TJ aE "'O~E 
INTERESTED IN DE~JNSTRAT1~G TrlAT HE HAD FULFILLED 
HII RESPONSISILl~IES IN A PROPER ~ANNER THAN IN 
PROVIDING AN ACCURATE ACCJUNT OF THE INCIDENT. IT 
IS OFTEN UNCLEAR· NHICH PAiHS JF HIS TESTH10Ny ARE 
FIRSTHAND, ~iiICI'f ~R::t HE~RSAY, AND ;'iHICH ARE pJRE, 
INVENTION. CONCUR, NI TH MsGT' _'S OSSERV ~ TIClN TH~,T 
IT IS UNLI~ELY TH~T ONG AcTUALLY TOOK PART IN THE 
BURIAL OF ~HE PILJT'S SJDy, ALJHOUGH IT IS PoSSIBLE 
THAT' HE WAS PRESE~T. IT' ALSO SEE"'1S A?PARENT, FRJM 
THE TESTIMONY OF JTHER NITNESSES, PARTICULARLY BUR 
HUNG AN/BUI VAN DJNS, T:iAT ilNG NEVER "ENT 'BAcK TJ 
ThE SIT E AFT ERr H E I NIT I A L: 6 URI A L, DES PIT E HIS 
ASSERTIONS TO V'lOS"fp. IN 1981. HE IS PROBABL.y TRYI~G 
TO COVER HI~SELF 3Y REPEATING FAL.SE TESTIMONY TJ T~E 
TEAM, FOR·THE P;JR?OSE "'ENTE)NED I'l THE, SECOND 
SENTENCE ABOVE. ~E 010 NOT SEE", TO BY TRYING TJ 
~ISLEADTHE TEA~ ,aJUT THE ACTUAL SEQUENCE ilF EvENTS 
CULMIN~TING IN rH~ 3URI~L OF THE PILOT'S BaDy • 
• 
• B. (t) PHICH A~O B4Y, IN THE OTHER H~ND, G4VE 
CREDIgLE TESTl~JNY. SOTH OF THE'" PRESENTED THEIR 
INFORMATIO~ CL.E~RLr AND SIMPLY (A~D IN PHIcH'S CASE, 
DR4MATICALlY, WIJH SHQUTS A~D GESTURES), AND 
ANSwERED QUESTIJNS ~ITHJUT rlESITATIJN. 

• C. NN BUI V~N OUN~/aUI HUNG '~'S DEPICTro~ OF 
THE BURIAL OF TrlE P[LDT 4PPEAREO TO BE SDME"H4T ~JRE 
CREDIBLE THAN TriAP)F O,\lG, aUT IS STIL.L OPE:~' TO 
QUESTION. JNG ~AS 'lOT ?RESENT ~HEN D~NG/AN 
CONTRADICTED HIS CL4I~ TO HAVE. VISITED THE GRAV:: 
SITE TME SECOND TI"fE. DU~G/A~ P~ESENTED HIS 
INFORMATION IN ~: L.ESS AFFECTED ~A~NER T~A.N ONG, 9UT 
STILL' INJECTED ~. CO~SIDERA6L.E DEGREE JF SARCAS"4 INTJ 
HIS TESTIMor4Y. IT' IS I'lTERESTING TO 'lOrE T~Ar 3JT, 
ONG, AND DUNG/AN SIG\~ED JR ARE CITED I~ THE vNJS~P 
REPORT OF 1987, W~E'l MA'4Y OF THE -FACTS· PROVIDED IN 
THAT REPORT' HAVEi aE::N CJNTRAVENED' 8'1' THE TESTIMJ~Y 
OF THESE SA"'E WIiT ~E 3SES OUR INS J HE: 1990 

\,: t:' :NVESTIG~J-)ON. 
D. ,~ THA'lH REFUSED T3 ALL.ON THE TEA~ T3 

1,1 EX'MINE THE ENTIREI -TAP PMU LUC," EvE~ AFTER A : I 9T 

:4 
iJ 
: ~ . 
'i 
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~I~l~IZ~ CO_~SID~RED FJR ~ILITARY ADORESSEES 
SUSJ: DETAILED iEPJ~T OF INvESTIGATIO~ OF CASE 
0091 (U) 
spECIfIC REQUEST FRJ~ TrlE 4~ERICA~ SIDE. 4T THIS 
POINT THE U.S. TE4~ LEADER EXPLAINED TO THANH TH4T 
THERE NAS OTHER I~FJR~A1IJN OF P~/MIA I~TEREsT IN 
THE DOCUMENT, A~D T~AT IF THE REQUEST WERE REfUSED, 
IT WOULD BE NEC:SS4~Y fJR TrlE U.S. SIDE TO REPORT 
THIS REFUSAL IN THE ACCJU~T OF THE INVESTIGATI~~. 
THANH "AS UN~JVED Bt TH~ pRJTEST. RUYEN THEN 
INTERVENED IN TiE DISCUSSION, SAYING THAT IF THE 
LOCALiTY DID NOT ~A~T TJ LET THE TEAM EXAMINE THE 
DOCU~E~T FURTHE~, TiE T~A~ NOULD HAVE TO RESpECT 
THEIR ~ISHES. frlIS HAS Ai INSTANCE ~rlERE THE 
ABSENCE OF NGO ~04N~ wAS sORELY FELT. HJANG HAS 
ENJUGH EXPERIENCE TJ UN)ERSTAND THAT THE INFOnMATIJN 
IN THE DOCU~ENT W~S OF INTEREST, A~D THAT THE 
JBJECTION HAS MJRE THAN PRO fOR~A. HE ALSO HAS 
SUffICI£Nf AUTHJRITf TO HAVE PRESSED JUR REQUEST AT 
THE LOCAL LEVEL, A~~' ENJUGH SENIORITY TO K~ON NHERE 
IT ~AKES SE~SE TO GJ BE10~D A~Y SPECIFIC 
INSTRUCTIONS H~ ~'Y HAV~ RE~EIVED. 

- # -

- E. ~ Aa4~O)N"'ENT OF D3~G DANH HAMLET: LJJ 
VAN THJ, HI~SELF ~ ~E~BER OF AN ETH~IC MINORITY, 
EXPLAI~ED T~AT IN T1E EARLY 1~60'S, "AFTER THE 
STl\BiLIZATI\)li OF THE, SOCIALIST REGI ... E," THE Dr(1I 
GOVERN~ENT EST43LI9iED A POLICY OF SETTLING SHIFTI~S 
CULTIVATORS IN ~E~"'~NENr MA~LETS IN LJnLANO AREAS. 
BECAUSE THE MUl)~G n;RE THE LARGEST SI~GLE ETHNIC 
"'INORITY, A~D "~RE :LaS~ST TO THE VIETNA~ESE 
CULTURALLY ''''ANY )F THE.., ~ERE ALREADY SETTLED 
FA1~ERS), TrlE GJVER~~ENT FIRST PUT THIS POLICY INTJ 
EFFECT IN MUJNG·I~H'8ITED A~EAS. THE nAR SLO~ED 
THIS PJLICY DOW~, BJT IT ~AS REMAINED IN FORCE~ THE 
"'UJNG ARE NJW SETTL;D I~ PER~ANENT fARMS, FAR DJ~N 
THE 5LOPES FRO'" 5J"';:' OF THEIR EARLJER SETTLEMENTS. 
DO~G D~NH HA"tLET: CA\4E TJ BE ABANDONED AS A RESUL T JF 
THIS POLICY. THO NJTEO THAT IN OTHER AREAS (SON LA 
PROVINCE, FJR E(A"'P~E) THE POLICY HAS BEEN LESS 
SUCCESSFUL, AND THAT- SO'4E OTHER "'INDRITIES HAiE 
REVERTED TO S"I)DE~ CULTI~ATIJN AFTER AN 
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UNSUCCESSfUl. PERIJO aF SETTLED FAR~IN;. 

- F. (U) LINSUISTIC ~OTE: THE ~~JJRITY OF THE 
PEOPLE IN THIS PA~T OF ~A SJN BINH PRJVINCE (THE 
PART: FORMERLY DC:SIG~A.TEO H04 SINH PROVP~CE), ARE OF 
"4UONG· ETHNICI TY. ~i..MOS T .LL· "4UQNG ARE NO~ lHLI.'~GU~L 
IN MUO~G AND VIEJ~~~ESE (~UJNG IS GENERALLY REG4RDE~ 
BY LINGUISTS ~5 O~E OF THE ~OST I~PJRTANT SOURCES JF 
MODERN VIETNA~ESE, 4ND SHARES ~AN¥ OF ITs BASIC 
CHARACTERISTICS Wlr'i· THE. LATTER LANGUAGE). \4UO~G 
PEOPLE OFTE~ HAvE SJMEwiiAT UNiJSUAL. GIVEN NA'1ES, B¥ 
VIETNA~fSE STAN~ARDS(BUI VAN ONG (OJNGR», FOR 
EX'-"1PLE), BUT TriEIR FULL, ~A"'ES ARE GE~ERALLY GIvEN 
IN VIETNAMESE FJR"4 (5UR~A"'E, ~IDOLE NA'1E, GIVEN 
NA'1E). MANY MUJN~ 3EAR THE SUR~A"4ES DINH ANO, 
ESPECIALLY, aUI (3ULF). ~gbl.: OlDR 
8T 

.... 



·' 

ROUTINE 

R 22IlHll JUN 91 PSN 145245P11 

FM cm -fA DEl ONE BANGKOX TH 

TO CDR JIF·fA HONOLULU HI 

UNCLAS SECT I ON 91 Of 17 BANGKOK TM 1m3 

RETRAHSMITTAL Of MESSAGE 
UNCLASSifiED 9136 MAY 91 
DIA PASS TO DOD POV-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE 
SUBJECT: REPORT Of EXCAVATION/REINVESTICATIO 

REF: A. JCRC LIAISON IS8911l FEB 91 
B. m-FA DEl I 18018JZ JAN 92 
C. 11 SEP 91 L JR, G. M. PATTERSON TO LTC HARVEY 

S I. REf A'IS THE DETAIlED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF 
E . CASE om CONDUCTED ON 5 AND 6 DECEHBER 1999. REF B IS 
C THE REPORT OF IHTERVIEV VITH ADDITIONAL VIlNESS 

ASSOCIATED IIITH CASE 8691 AND THE REPORTED ATTEMPT TO 
T VISif THE GRAVE SITE ASSOCIATED VITH THIS CASE. REf C IS 
I A LETTER IIRITTEN BY C.M PATTERSON TO THE JCRC EXPRESSING 
o HIS CONCERNS OVER THE RESULTS OF THE CASE 9&91 

N INIJESTlGATjON. 

A 
L 

M 
S 
G 

2. FROH 2·16 MAY 1992, JOINT RECOVERY ElEMENT HUNDER 
ONE EXCAVATED TO STERILE SOIL AND ROCK AN APPROXIMATELY 
IS X IJ METER AREA REPORTED TO BE THE CRAVE SITE 
ASSOCIATED IIITH CASE 9&91. THEY LOCATED NO REMAINS OR 
PERSONAL EFFECTS AT THE SITE. THE TEAM IHTERVIElIED FOUR 
VITNESSES AT THE SITE lIIIO PROVIDED INFORIIATION GENERAlLY 
CONSISTENT VITH THEIR PREVIOUS TESTIMONY. ONE Of THE 
VITHESSES RElUCTAHTl Y TURNED OVER TO THE TEAM lIIIAT 
APPEARS TO BE A NAVY OR nARINE KHAKI BELT IIITH BRASS 
BUCKLE lIIIlCH HE CLAIIIED HE TOOK FROM THE PILOT'S BODY. 
DURING HEL ICOPTER fliGHTS INTO AND OVER THE GRAVE AREA, 
THE TEAM OBSERVED THE TERRAIN VAS GENERALLY CONSISTENT 
IIITH THAT REPORTED IN _ AND .'S DEBRIEFS. IN 

PARTICULAR, THE ENTIRE AREA IS DIVIDED BY AN 
APPROXIMATELY ONE KILOMETER VIDE VAllEY IIITH A LARGE 
RIDGE UHE ON EACH SIDE. NUMEROUS SMALLER RIDGE LINES 
fEED fRon THESE RIDGE lIHES DOlIN INTO THE VAllEY fLOOR. 
ADDITIONALLY, THE nAIl IHTERVIEIltD 13 IIITHESSES IN THE 
TIIO VILLAGES ENCOMPASSING THE AREA OF THE LAST KNOIIN 
LOCATION IlIIIm9S5J. THESE VllNESSES INDICATED TVO 
INCIDENTS HAD OCCURRtO DURING THE liAR IN THE GENERAL 
IJICINITY, ALTHOUGH NONE Of THE INCIDENTS HAD OCCURRED AT 
THE LAST KNOIIN LOCATION. THE FIRST INCIDENT VAS A 17 
SEP 1961 SHOOTDOIIN IN THE GEN[RAL AREA Of NUOC DUC 
IlImODI DU SANG VillAGE. TVO PILOTS IIERE CAPTURED, ONE 

AT ABOUT HOOH TIIf OTHER PILOT ABOUT FOUR HOURS LATER THE 

o ~1 / - 1-0 I ,. 'Y'cv+~:SOt1 

LA/A) 

'" 

DAY Of THE INCIDENT. DISTRICT OffiCIALS TOOK BOTH 
PILOTS fROII THE AREA. HHERE ARE TIIO POTENTIAL 
CORRElATIONS TO THIS INCIDENT, CASE 9831 AND 88J1, BOTH 

. RESOLVED). THE OTHER INCIDENT IHVOLVED THE 11 DEC 11 
SHOOT DOlIN OF AN "f4C', lIIIlCH CRASHED IN THE VICINITY OF 
lIIIW9J9. LANG CU, TU SON VillAGE. THE PILOT OR PILOTS 
LANDED IN THE VICINITY OF lIII4696, DOl MU, DU SANG 
VILLAGE. ACCORDING TO DU SANG VillAGERS, ONLY ONE PILOT 
LANDED IN DU SAHG VillAGE. HE liAS CAPTURED IMMEDIATElY 
AND DISTRICT OFFICIALS TOOK HIH FROM THE AREA THE SAME 
DAY. IPROBABL Y CASE 1972). THE TEAll IIALKED TO THE 
REPORTED LAST KNOVM LOCATI ON IVIIm95S) AND HEll OVER 
THE ROUHDED OUT GEOGRAPH IC LAST KNOVM COORDINATES 
1lI!I4509611. NEITHER AREA IS CONSISTENT VITH _ •• ' S 

AND _S ACCOUNT. THE LAST KNOVM LOCATION IS ON THE 
EASTERN EDGE OF A PLATEAU lIIIlCH HAS NUHEROUS KARST HillS 
JUTTING FROH ITS flOOR. MUCH OF TH IS AREA IS NOli UNDER 
CULTIVATION ALTHOUGH THE SPECIFIC COORDIHATES ARE 
PRESEHTl Y IINDER ElEPHANT GRASS AND EHERGING JUNGLE 
GROVlH. THE VAllEY REPORTED IN Mt G. H. PATTERSON'S 
tETm IS A SEVEiAl HUNDRED METER III DE VAllEY THROUGH 
\/HICH AN H COULD FlY LOV; HOllEVER, THE MOUNTAINS ON 
EITHH SIDE ARE BEST DESCRIBED AS CUFFS. THERE ARE 
SMAll HIllS ON THE VALLEY flOOR. IN SHORT. NEITHER THE 
I NfORHAT ION LEARNED NOR THE TERRAIN IN THE AREA Of THE 
LAST KNOVM LOCATION SUPPORTS THE OCCURRENCE OF CASE 9691 
IN TH I S AREA. ON THE CONTRARY. BOTH THE IIITNESSES' 
TEST! MONY AND THE lERRA I N I N THE DONG DANG HANL ET 
IlI!I448JI AREA IS CONSISTENT IIITH filE DATA. 

3. DETAILS OF EXCAVATION/lHVESTIGATION: 
- A. JOINT RECOVERY ELEMEHT NUMBER ONE CONSISTED Of 
THE fOllOlilNG PERSONNEl: CAPTAIN • ____ .' 
TEAM LEADERi src , NCOICi DR. I ' 
ANTHROPOLOGIST: IIR. r • ANALYST; SFC 
___ I. LINGUIST: TSGT J ' LIFE SUPPORT 

TECHHITIOH; SSG & PHOTOGRAPHERi SFC 
_.' MEDICi SSG I EOD TECH; LL T _ 
.-' SSG a • SPC a, SPC 
____ .' SGT , SPC • ' SPC 
_-___ GRAVES REGISTRATION TECHNICIANS. 
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RETRAHS"llJAl OF IIESSAGE 
UNCLASSIFIED 8136 "AY 91 
DIA PASS TO DOD PO\i-HIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE 
SUBJECT: REPORI OF EXCAVATION/REINVESTIGATION or CASE 
9691 IPATTERSON) 
- B. OM 18 APRil 1992, THE TEAll ARRIVED AT NOI BAI 
AIRPORT WHERE MR. DUONG VAN HGOC (MINlmY OF fOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND VNOSMP TEAH CHIHI II£lCOIIED THE TEAll TO 
VIETNAlI AND INTRODUCED THE HAil'S COUNTERPARTS. MR. 
NGUYEN TRI tHU II. TC, IIINISTRY OF DEFENSE) ANDMK. LE 
THANH IlIINISTRY OF INTERIORI. HR. NGOC SAID HE WOULD BE 
ASSISTING IIITH THE CODH IXERRYI VISIT BUT HOPED TO JOIN 
THE TEAH IN IHE FIELD AfTER THE DELEGATIONS DEPARTURE. 
MR. fRU INFORIlED THE TEAll THEY COULD STORE THE IIATERIALS 
AND SUPPLIES \/HICH THEY HAD BROUGHT FOR USE DURING THE 
PLANNED JOINT EXCAVATIONS IN Roons COLLOCATED AT THE 
HEll PAD. .., 
- . C. ON 29 APRil. THE ELEMENT COHMAND CEll I£CC) 
CONSISTlHG Of lEAH lEADER PI •• DR. _ AND lit 
_ IIET IIITH IIR. HGOe, "R. CHU AND MR. THAHH TO 
DISCUSS PLANS FOR EXCAVATING THE BURIAL SI TE REPORTEDL Y 
ASSOC I AIEO IIITH THE 0691 INC IDEHT. ADD I T! ONALl Y I THE 
TEAll DISCUSSED AREAS Of THIS CASE REQUIRING FURTHER 
INVESTIGATION. THANH AND eHU SAID THEY 1I0ULD LEAVE 
THURSDAY HORNING 13& APRlll FOR HOA BINH CITY M3S9!l, 
ROA BINH PROVINCE TO COORDINATE TEAM ACTIVITIES IIITH 
PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS. AfTERIiARDS. THEY 1I0UlD GO TO 
THUONG THIEN UILLAGE !llH49&S). m 801 DISTRICT iO 
COORDINATE THE PREPARATION OF A HElICOPTER lANDING ZONE 
NEAR THE GRAVE SITE REPORTED DURING THE PREVIOUS 
INVESTIGATION. THANH EXPLAINED THEY INTENDED TO 
ACCOMPLISH THESE PREPARATORY ACT! UIT IES AND RETURN BY 
FRIDAY II /lAY) EVEHillG. A POSSIBLE COIIPLICATION liAS THE 
FACT IT liAS A fouR DAY II£EKEND CElEBRAT ING "MAY DAY". 
rrHEY DID NOT MENTiON THE FACT THIS HOLIDAY ALSO 
INCLUDES IHE SO CAllED "LIBERATION" OF SAIGON.1 AS IRIS 
VAS A LONG ~EKENDI /lANY OffICiAlS WOULD BE RETURNING TO 
THEIR HOllE PROVINCES TO VISIT fMllIES. THEY COULD HOT 
BE SURE IHEY WOULD BE- ABLE TO ACCOIIPlISH THE IR OBJECTIVE 
AS PLANNED AND THE EfFORT MIGHT BE DELAYED UNTIL MONDAY 
14 MAY!. 
- D. Al I1lJO, I /lAY THE ECC MET III TH MR. THANH AND 
MR. CHU WHO momD THEY HAD MET WITH Off ICIAlS AT ALL 
LEVElS AIID AN ADVANCE TEAH WOULD BE ABLE TO VISIT THE 

REPORrED CRAVE SITE SATURDAY 12 HAY). THE TEAll 
DETERMINED THE MOST PRACTICAL STACING AREA liAS IN Kill 
BOI TOlIN !IIH~ml. lit CHU SAID HE HAD ARRANGED fOR 
\illNESSES, WORKERS AND OffiCIALS AS NECESSARY TO BE AT 
THE HEliCOPTER LANDING ZONE ON 1 MAY AT APPROXIIIATELY 
1039. THE TfAII EXPLAINED THE SERIOUSNESS Of THIS CASE, 
IN PARTICULAR THE FAIIILY'S DISAGREEMENT THAT THE THUONG 
THIEN LOCATION COULD POSSIBLY BE PATTERSOK'S lOSS 
LOCATION. TO UNDERSCORE THE NEED fOR fURTHER 
INVESTIGATION, THE TEAH READ THE CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH Of 
MR. PATTERSON'S LETTER TO LTC HARVEY. THE AilE RiCAN S)DE 
THEN SAID REGARDlESS OF THE OUTCOIIE Of THE EXCAVAT ION, 
IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO VISIT THE AREA OF THE LAST 
KNOIiII LOCATION. COORDINATES Ml44S9SSI AND INTERVIEII 
\illNESSES IN THIS AREA. HR. THANH REQUESTED THE 
AMERICAN SIDE PROVIDE A LIST OF REQUESTED ACTIVITIES AND 
REPORTED THEY HAD ALREADY ASKED PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS TO 
LOOK FOR IIORE RECORDS. AS IT liAS GROIIIIIG LATE AND CHU 
AND THANH HAD TO GO TO THE PILOT'S HOllE TO IIAKE THE 
ARRANGEIIENTS FOR THE FOLLO\iINC DAY. THEY EXCUSED 
THEIISELVES AND SAID 11£ COULD DISCUSS FURTHER SPECIFIC 
ACT! ONS LATER. 

E. 011 2 /lAY, A SEVEN IIAN ElEIlENT Of THE TEM 
INCLUQING CPT. DR .... IIR. _, SFC 
_, SSG & SPC -. SFC", AlOKG IIITH 

MR. CHU AND IIR. THANH DEPARTED BY HELICOPTER fOR THE 
RE PomD GRAVE S IH IlATER GLOBAL POS I TI ON I HG SYSTEM­
[GPS] TESTS DETERMINED COORDINATES TO BE \/H431184119). 
THE HEliCOPTER APPROACHED THE SITE FLYING ALONG A VERY 
IIIDE VALLEY TO THE LANDING lONE IN THE VICINITY OF CRID 
COORDINATES WHHl88383 IPER GPS)' AfTER DEPLANING. THE 
ENTIRE PARTY IIAlKED ALONG A VERY DIHICUL T TRAIL \/HICH 
ESSENTlAll Y PARAllElS A STREAM BED UP A 1I0llHTAIN FOR 
APPROXIMATElY 3D HINUTES. ABOUT 18& HETERS AfTER THE 
STREM TURNED IHTO A DRY STREAM BED, THE IIIlNESS MR. 
All, STOPPED AND SAID THIS liAS IHE lOCATION \/HERE HE HAD 
BURIED THE PILOT. ACCORDING TO AN. ONE DAY IN 1961, HE 
AND FOUR OTHER DOMG DANH VillAGE 1I11I TIA HEMBERS II£RE 
SENT TO BURY THE REIIAIHS Of A PILOT WHO HAD BEEN KillED 
ABOUT IS99 THE PREVIOUS DAY. THEY ARRIVED AT THE SITE 
AT APPROXIMATElY mo. BY THIS TIME, RIGOR MORTIS HAD 
SET INTO THE BODY. THE BODY liAS DRESSED IH A PAIR OF 
LONG PANTS AND A STRAP TEE SHIRT nJNDERSHIRll. THE BODY 
liAS LYING NEAR iHE STREAH BED AND THEY DRUG IT A SHORT 
IIAY UP THE BANK IAPPROXIHATEl Y 3-4 IIETERS) AND DUG A 
SHAllO\i CUT IN THE BANK AND CAVED DIRT OVER IHE BODY. 
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RETRANSM ITTAL Of HESSAGE 
UNCLASSIFIED 91JG IlAY 92 
DIA PASS TO DOD POll-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE 
SUBJECT: REPORT OF EXCAVATION/REINVESTIGATION OF CASE 
9691 IPATTERSON) 
THE BODY liAS COVERED EXCEPT FOR A SMALL -PORTION Of ONE 
OF THE ARMS. PRIOR TO BURIAl. THB DID HOT IIRAP THE 
BODY IN ANYTHING, THEY JUST PLACED IT ON A BOARD. 
(SPECIFICAllY SAID HOT A COFFIN, JUST A BOARD. NO SIDES. 

NO TOPI. BtCAUSE THERE WERE MANY AIRCRAFT fLYING AROUND 
THE AREA. THEY DID NOT DO A REAL THOROUGH JOB OF THE 
BURIAL, BUT RATHER, DID IT QUiCKlY. AfTER ACCOMPLISHING 
THE BURIAL AS DESCRIBED ABOVE. THE LEADER OF THE FIVE 
nAN GROUP. IIR BUI VAN ONG, TOLD THEM "THAT'S GOOD, 
LET'S CEl OUT OF HERE." SEVERAL TIMES OVER THE COURSE 
OF THE INTERVIEII. THE TEAM ASKED MR. AN TO POINT OUT THE 
AREA \/HERE jE HAD BURIED THE PilOT. EACH TillE HE 
POIHfED OUT A FAIRLY SPECIFIC AREA AND ANGLE Of BURIAL 
(HEAD AllAY AND fEET TOIIARDS THE STREAn BED!. rHE TEAM 
I NOU I RED AS TO Hall HE COULD BE SURE TH I S liAS THE 
LOCATION. HE RATHER INDIGNANTlY REPLIED HE HAD BEEN 
CLIMBING IN AND OUT Of THE AREA fOR YEARS LOOKING fOR 
BAMBOO SHOOTS. BAMBOO. 1I00D AND OTHER MATERIALS. Hall 
CaUL 0 HE HOT KHOIl1 IN OTm 1I0RDS, I I liAS HIS OlIN BACK 
YARD. THE TEAM ASKED MR. AN TO PROVIDE \/HAT HE 
CONSIDERED TO BE l'HE MAXIMUM AREA IIHERE THE PILOT COULD 
HAVE BHH BURIED. HE APPEARED TO HAVE DiffiCULTY IIITH 
THE CONCEPT AND AGAIN POINTED OUT IHE PLACE PREVIOUSLY 
SHOWN. AT THIS POINT ONE OF IHE LOCAL OFFICIALS \/HO IS 
ALSO OF THE MUONG HINORITY DISCUSSED THE IDEA IIITH MR. 
AN IN MUONG. lIt AN SAID TEN nETERS IN ANY DIRECTION 
WULD CERTAINLY COVER THE AREA. MR. AN ALSO POINTED OUT 
THE STREAM VAS NORllAll Y DRY AS IT liAS NOli; HOWEVER, IN 
1m. THERE liAS A VERY LARGE flOOD IN \/HICH HUCH OF IHE 
SLOPE HAD ERODED··BOTH THE SOil AT THE SITE AND SOIL 
FROM ABOVE THE SITE. THE flOOD liAS OF LARGE EHOUGH 
MAGNITUDE AS TO DESTROY MUCH Of THE VEGETAT ION IN rHE 
AREA. ADDITIOHAllY, THE SLOPE liAS VERY SlEEP AND IHERE 
HAD BEEK HUCH EROSION OVER THE MANY YEARS SINCE THE 
INCIDENT. FINAllY. IIILD PIGS HAD ROOTED IN THE AREA. 
BECAUSE Of THESE REASONS. HE liAS HOT SURE IF THE REMAINS 
OF THE PILOT \/ERE STILL IN THE AREA. 
. f. AfTER DEliNEATING THE BOUNDARIES TO BE ClEARED. 
HR. THANH ARRANGED IIITH THE LOCAL VillAGE OFFICIALS nHE 

VILLAGE IS APPROXIHATELY IS KILOMETERS AND A SIX HOUR 
WALK AWAY! TO HAVE T\/EHTY 1I0RKERS AT THE SITE TO CLEAR 
THE SITE AND BE AVAILA9t"E TO BEGIN 1I0RKING WIIH THE TEAH 
THE FOLLOWING HONnAY If MAY!. THrTEAM THEK \/ENT TO KIN 
BO t TOliN. 
- G. AT kiM 801 TOIIH. THE TEAH MADE ARRANGEMENTS TO 
STAY AT A LOCAL HOTEL COMMENCING MONDAY 1I0RNING. AS 
THERE \/ERE NO LOCAL TRANSPORTATION CAPABILITIES. MR­
THANH ARRANGED IIITH THE HOTEl MANAGER TO HAVE A LANDING 
ZONE MADE NEAR THE HOTEL. 

H. AFTER ARRIVING AT THE TEAM'S HOTEl. lit CHU AND 
IIR. THANH REQUESTED A MEETING IIITH THE ECC TO DISCUSS 
PROCEDURES fOR THE CONDUCT Of THE-EXCAVATION AND TO AIR 
SOME DIFF ICUL TIES REGARDING fURTHER INVESTIGATION OF rHE 
CASE. THE TEAM ALSO IlENT OVER THE ITEMS THEY fEl T \/ERE 
A MINIMUM REQUIREMENT fOR fURTHER INVESTIGATION. IIR. 
THANH ASKED fHATTHIS BE FORMALIZED IN A IIRITHN REQUEST 
FOR TI/O REASONS. FIRST m EXTRA Wit REQUIRED FOR 
INVESTIGATION VOULD PROBABLY MAK[ IT IHPOSSIBLE TO 
COMPLETE THE ADDITIONAL CASES PLANNED FOR EXCAVATION 
DURING THIS ITERATION. SECONDLY, IT WOULD UNDERSCORE 
THE IMPORTANCE Of THESE ACliVITIES TO THE PROVINCE. THE 
POINTS lISTED IN THE INITIAL 1I0RKING LIST IlERE: LOCATE 
CRASH SITE, GO TO VillAGE lSI HEAR THE LAST KNOIIN 
COORDINATES AHD SEE IF INFORMTION REGARDING THIS 
INC IDENT COULD BE LOCATED. AND FOR THE PROVI NCE MIL ITARY 
TO LOCATE THEIR RECORDS AND ARTIFACTS FROM THE CASE-­
PARTICULARLY PAPERS AND PATTERSONS' fliGHT SUIT AND 
OTHER PERSONAL IIATERIALS. 

I. ON 4 HAY 92. THE TEAM DEPARTED FOR KIM BOI 
DISTRICT BY HElICotTER. THE FIRST UFT INCLUDED A SMALL 
1I0RKING GROUP \/HICH \/ENT DIRECTlY TO THE SITE TO BEGIN 
THE EXCAVAT ION. THE BAlANCE OF THE TEAM ARRIVED ON THE 
SECOND fliGHT AND ESTABLISHED THE BASE CAMP AT THE Hom 
LOCATION. -

J. ON THE NIGHT OF S MAY, THE HAM DISCUSSED III TH 
MR. THANH AND eHU rHE POSSIBILITY OF BRINGING ADDITIONAL 
IIITNESSES 10 THE SITE. IIR. CHU REPORTED HE HAD 
ATTEMPTED TH IS PREVI OUSL y; HOIlEVER, THE OTHER III TNESSES 

CLAIIIED AGE AND POOR HEALTH PREVENTED THEH FROM MAKING 
THE VERY DIFFICULT HIKE TO THE SITE. BECAUSE IT 
APPEARED THERE WULD BE NO REHAINS DISCOVERED AT THE 
SITE, ON THE EVENING OF 6 MAY THE TEAM SUGGESIED THEY 
SHOULD Fl nHE OTHER IIIlNESSES TO THE LANDING SITE AND 
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RETRANSMITTAL OF MESSAGE 
UNCLASSIFIED 9136 MAY 92 
DIA PASS TO DOD POll-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE 
SUBJECT: REPORT OF EXCAVATION/REINVESTIGATION OF CASE 
B691 IPATTERSON) 
ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE THIS FOR FRIDAY 8 MAY. 

K. ON THURSDAY, 7 MAY, THE MAJOR PORTION OF THE 
TEAM CONTINUED EXCAVATION ACTIVITIES. A SMALL ELEMENT 
OF THE TEAM IlENT TO THE TOP OF THE NEARBY MOUNT A I N 
1lIH4J7846) 'IN ORDER TO ATTEMPT TO FIX THE LOCATION OF 

THE EXCAVAT I ON AND I H ORDER TO BETTER OBSERVE THE 
GENERAL TERRAIN IN THE AREA. THE ROUTE TO THE TOP OF 
THE MOUNTAIN liAS PRIMARILY BAMBOO FOREST, TALL GRASSES 
AND INTERMITTENT JUNGLE. THERE IlERE SOME FAINT TRAILS 
CRISSCROSSING THE MOUNTAIN; HOIlEVER, NO IIELL 1I0RN 
TRA IL S. THE IlEST AND TOP OF THE MOUNT A I N HAD RECENTLY 
BEEN CUT AN~ PORTIONS BURNED FOR SLASH AND BURN FARMING. 
FROM THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN, T\/o SIGNIFICANT PEAKS 
COULD BE SEEN NEARBY. HILL "888" AT \/H4H838 AND HILL 
"969 " AT \/H442849. \/H ILE THERE, THE VIETNAMESE 
PROVINCIAL COUNTERPART, MR. DUNG, REQUESTED THE 
INDIVIDUALS 1I0RKING AT THE EXCAVATION SITE BUILD A FIRE 
TO HELP THE TEAM EVALUATE THE LOCATION OF THE DIG SITE. 
TH I S liAS DONE. AlTHOUGH THE SMOKE liAS CONS I DERABL Y 
DISPERSED BY THE TIME IT liAS HIGH ENOUGH FOR THE TEAM TO 
SEE, THE TEAM liAS ABLE TO ESTIMATE THE COORDINATES TO 
BE IN THE VICINITY OF \/H4J784B. THE TEAM THEN RETURNED 
TO THE EXCAVATION SITE. 

L. ON THE MORNING OF FRIDAY, 8 MAY, THE TEAM IlENT 
TO THE SITE ALONG \/ITH THREE IIITNESSES, MR. PHICH, MR. 
BAY AND MR. ONG. THE TEAM REQUESTED THE IIITNESSES STAY 
AT A BASE CAMP LOCATED ABOUT EIGHT MINUTES IIALK A\lAY 
FROM THE ACTUAL EXCAVAT I ON SITE. ONE BY ONE THE 
IIITNESSES IlERE BROUGHT TO THE EXCAVATION SITE AND 
PROVIDED THE FOLLOIIING INFORMATION. (HOTE: DUE TO THE 
LIMITED AMOUNT OF flME AVAILABLE AT THE SITE [3.5 
HOURS], THE TEAM DID NOT ATTEMPT TO REAFFIRM EACH MINOR 
DETAIL LEARNED DURING THE PREVIOUS INVESIIGAIION BUT 
RATHER CONCENTRATED 011 THOSE AREAS \/HICH APPEARED. 
CONTRADICTORY OR UNBELIEVABLE. ADDITIONALLY, THE TEAM 
ATTEMPTED TO F IX THE EXACT L OCAT IONS OF THE VAR 10US 
STAGES OF THE REPORTED INCIDENT AND THE MEANS BY \/HJCH 
THE IIITHESSES RECALLEDTHESELOCATIONS.) 

III MR. BUIVAN PHICH SAID DURING J967 HE liAS AN 18 

f~ 

YEAR OLD MILITIA MEMBER FROM DONG DANG HAMLET, THUONG 
THIEN VILLAGE. ONE DAY (NFl), HE liAS SENT TO CATCH AN 
AMERICAN PILOT \/110 HAo'"PARACHUTED INTO THE AREA. THERE 
\/ERE VERY MANY MILITIA MEMBERS FROM SEVERAL VILLAGES 
OCOULD NOT BE SPECIFIC) HOIlEVER, HIS GROUP INCLUDED 

THREE MEN: I1R BUI VAN BAY, MR HAl AND HIMSElF. PHICH 
POINTED OUT THE RIDGE MADE BY THE TOP OF THE SPUR ABOVE 
THE POINT \/IIERE THE TEAM liAS 1I0RKING. THIS, AND IN FACT 
MUCH OF THE ENTIRE AREA, liAS AND IS COVERED IIITH SEVERAL 
TYPES OF BAMBOO. ON THE RIDGE TOP IS A BAMBOO \/IIICH 
GRO\/s 39-49 FOOT LONG, ONE OR TIIO INCH THICK VINE LIKE 
TRUNKS. THIS TYPE GRO\/s THICKLY AND LIKE A VINE, 
REQUIRES OTHER TREES FOR VERTICAL SUPPORT. IN THE 
ABSENCE OF SUPPORT, THEY INTERTIIINE AMONG THEMSELVES AND 
FORM A DENSE, SEVERAL METER DEEP, THICKET ALONG THE 
GROUND. MR. PHICH AND HIS ELEMENT IlERE MOVING ALONG THE 
RIDGE HEADING UPHILL THROUGH ONE OF JHESE THICKETS 
SIMILAR TO THAT THE TEAM liAS OBSERVING \/HEM HE HAPPENED 
TO LOOK DO\/HHILL AND SAil THE PILOT SITTING ON THE GROUND 
APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE METERS AllAY. HE SHOUTED IN 
VIETNAMESE FOR THE PILOT TO STAND UP. THE PILOT BEGAN 
TO STAND UP THEN IlENT INTO A CROUCH IPHICH DEMONSTRATED 
BY BENDING HIS KNEES TO A LOll CROUCHING POSITION AND 
TIIISTING FROM SIDE TO SIDE \11TH HIS HANDS REACHING DO\/H 
TO THE AREA OF THE BUTTOCKS). PHICH THOUGHT THE PILOT 
liAS ATTEMPT ING TO REACH FOR A GUN AND SHOT ONE BULLET. . 
HE HIT THE PILOT IAGAIN POINflNG) ABOUT ONE INCH LEFT OF 
THE MIDDLE OF THE CHEST AND POCKET LEVEL. THE PILOT 
IMMEDIATELY FElL DO'ill, LANDING ON HIS BACK. THE THREE 
MEN IlENT INTO THE THICKET LOOKING FOR THE PILOT. PHICH 
OBSERVED THE PILOT LYING ON HIS BACK IIIIH BLOOD COMING 
OUT OF HIS CHEST. PHICH SAID THERE liAS NOT A GREAT DEAL 
OF BLOOD; HOIlEVER, HE DID NOT TURN THE BODY OVER SO DID 
NOT KNOll IF THE BULLET HAD EXITED THE BACK OR NOT. IF 
SO, THERE 1I0ULD HAVE BEEN ADDITIONAL BLEEDING, BUT HE 
DID NOT SEE IT. HE NOTICED VERY LITTLE ABOUT THE PILOT 
EXCEPT THAT THE PILOT HAD BRO\/H HAIR. IT \lAS LIGHTER AND 
SHORTER THAN THE INTERVIEIlERS' HAIR •. INOTE: INTERVIEIlER 
HAS MEDIUM DARK BRO'ill HAIR COVERING THE TOP 114 INCH OF 
HIS EARS.) THE PILOT \lAS IlEARING A \/HITE, ARMLESS T-
SHIRT IUNDERSHIRTl AND A PAIR OF GRAYISH KHAKI LONG 
PANTS. mE COULD NOT NAME THE COLOR AND LOOKED AROUND 
AT EVERYONE IN THE AREA. THE CLOSEST MATCH \lAS A VERY 
LIGHT GREY KHAKI IIATERIAL ONE OF THE \IORXERS \lAS 
IlEARING.) AFTER HEARING MR. PHICH'S TESTIMONY, THE 
INTERVIEIlER AND MR. PHICH CL IMBED TO THE TOP OF THE AREA 
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SAID liAS HIS LANDHARK. HE THEN CONTINUED UPHILL FOR 
ABOUT 4 METERS IHTO THE BAMBOO, CROUCHED 00l1li AND 
PANTOMIMED HIS SEEING Of THE PILOT AND THE SUBSEQUENT 
Eums HE HAD REPORTED. PH ICH SAID HE liAS ONLY AT THE 
SITE fOR ABOUT 1110 MIHUTES AFTER SHOOTING THEPlLO! 

.BEFORE III. ONG TOLD HIli TO GO HOME. DURING rHE INHlAl 
PHASES or THE IHTERVIEII. MR. PHICH liAS MILDLY HOSTILE. 
HE CLEARLY RESENTED BEING ASKEB QUESTIONS HE HAD 
PREVIOUSLY BHH ASKED AND ESPECIALL Y SEEMED TO RESENT 
INTERUIE'W£R'S REPHRASING AND REPEATING QUESTIONS IN AN 
ATTEMPT TO CONfiRM SEUERAL ASPECTS OF HIS PREVIOUS 
STORY. OUEjALL. HE REPORTED THE SAnE .INFORMATION AS 
BEfORE; HOIlEVER. SIGHIF ICANT DIFfERENCES INCLUDED: NO 
REPORT or SEEING snOKE. NO OTHER INDIUIDUALS IN THE 
GROUP, NOT BE I NG TOL D TO SHOOT / AND THE ABSENCE OF A MR. 
TKU !HE SAID MR. HAr. liAS THE VILLAGE SECRETARY AT THE 
TIME.! IHTERVIE'W£R EXPLAINED IT liAS NECESSARY TO OBTAIN 
VERY SPEClf IC DETAilS AND ALLOIlED AS II liAS PROBABLY 
IRRITATING TO ANS'W£R THE SAME QUESTIONS OVER AND OVER; 
NEVERTKELESS. INTERVIE'W£R REQUESTED PHICH'S INDULGENCE. 
IIR PH I CH THEN CONT I NUED IIITH THE I NTERV I Ell I N A SOMEII1IAT 
HORE COOPERATIVE MANNER. MR. PHICH DID NOT NOTICE ANY 
SPECIFICS OF THE PILOT'S IIATERIALS. HE ONl Y RECAllED 
SEEING THE PARACHUTE UPHILL FROM THE PILOT'S LOCATION. 
ACCORDING TO PHICH. DISTRICT OR PROVINCIAL OffiCIALS 
INFI! HAD TAKEN AWAY THESE ITEMS. MR. PHICH Din NOT SEE 

ANY SMOKE NOR DID HE SEE A nt THU OR A Ita HAL 

1/11)98]) THE FIRST PILOT liAS CAPTURED OUER THE HILL 
UlIDGE L INEl ABOUT ONE KILOMETER AS THE BIRD HIES OR 

TIIO KILOMElERS BY fOO('(COliLD DEFINE FURTHERl. THIS 
AREA liAS STILL UNDER THE CONTROL OF THONG THIEN UILLAGE. 
THE CAPTURED PILOT liAS EVACUATED THROUGH THUONG THIEN 
VILLAGE. BUT HR BAY SAID HE liAS NOT INVOLVED IN Tm 
ACTIVITY AND XHEII NO SPECIFIC DETAILS OF \/HAT liAS DONE. 
THE THUONG THIEN VILLAGE MILITIA HAD TEMPORARY FIELD 
HEADQUARTERS NEAR THE AIRCRAFT LANDIHG SITE II1IICH liAS 
NEAR DONG DANH UILLAGE. APPROXII1ATEL Y S98-698 IIETERS 
SOUTH Of THE EXCAVATION sm. THEY OBSERVED A RED 

'SIGNAL SIIOKE SO KNEll THE GENERAL AREA II1IERE THUILOT 
liAS HIDING. iii. BAY liAS IIALKING POINT CUTTING A TRAIL 
THROUGH THE UNDERGROIITH AND BAMBOO FOLLOIIING THE TOP Of 
THE SPUR II1IICH RAN ABOVE THE AREA II1IERE THE TEAll liAS 
1I0RKING •. HE HEARD A NOISE 1M m UNDERBRUSH ON THE SIDE 
Of THE HILL BHOII HIS POSlrlON AND REALIZED THE NOISE 
liAS NOT THAT OF A JU~GLE ANlnAL. AT THAT TillE. HR PHICH 
11110 liAS SECOND IN THE fiLE AND A COUPLE YARDS BEHIND BAY 
CALLED OUT IN VIETHAIIESE fOR THE PILOT TO STAKD UP AND 
NOT 1I0VE. .PHICK STARTED.TO 1I0U( IKTO. nE. tHICKET. THE 
PILOT BEGAN TO STAND UP THEN IlENT INTO A CROUCH 
SIIINGING FROH SIDE TO SIDE AND APPEARED TO BE REACHING 
fOR A PISTOl. PHICH fiRED HIS AMERICAN MADE RIFLE [NFIl 
H ITT I HG THE PI L OT NEAR THE CENTER OF THE CHEST. THE 
PILOT LANDED ON HIS BACK. BLED fOR A SHORT TIME AND 
DIED. BAY liAS ONLY AT THE LOCATION FOR ABOUT fiVE 
M I NUH S \/HEN HE WAS 0 I REeTED TO RETURN TO THE U I LL AGE. 
IIITHIN A COUPLE MINUTES Of THE SHOOTING. THE AREA liAS 
VERY CROllllED AS THE REST OF TUE MIL ITIA MEN FOLLOIiING UP 
HILL ARRIVED AT THE SCENE Of THE SHOOTING. BAY COULD 
NOT RECALL MUCH DETAIL CONCERNING THE PILOT BUT REPORTED 
HE HAD SROIIN HAIR SHORTER THAN THE INTERVIEllERS. HE 010 
NOT KNOll HOII TALL HE VAS NOR DID HE KNOll HOII HEAVY HE 
WAS. THE PILOT liAS IlEARING A SLEEVELESS \/HITE 
UNDERSHIRT SIMilAR TO THAT VORN BY ONE OF THE AMERICAN 
TEAll "EnBERS. THE PILOT HAD A BEARD. BUT IT VAS NOT 
UE RY NOTICEABL E --A fEll DAYS GRaV1l!. 'SA'" BIB NOT NOTICE 
ANY SPECIFIC ITEMS OF IRE PILOT'S GEAR BUT UNDERSTOOD 
DISTRICT AND PROVINCE OffiCIALS COLLECTED AND TOOK IT 
AllAY. IIHE VNOSMP TEAll MEMBERS HAD INFORMED THE 
IHTERUIEIlER MR BAY HAD A BEL T \/HICH HE HAD TAKEN FROM 
THE PIlOU THE TEAll ASKED MR. BAY If HE OR HR. PHICH 
HAD COLLECTED ANY SOUVENIRS FROM THE SITE. HE SAID MR. 
PUICH HAD HOT TAKEII ANYTHINC BUT HE HAD TAKEN A BElT. 
INTERUIEIlER VAITED A fEll MOMENTS FOR MR. BAY TO PROUIDE 

DlVR:CDR JIF-FA HONOLULU HIISI ... ACT 

m Mi aUI VAN BAY. ACCORDING TO HIS RECOLLECTIONS, 
THE INCIDENT DATE liAS 19-22 OR 23 HAY 19&& OR 1967. AI 
THAT TlHE. HE liAS THE DONG DANH UILLAGE Mill TIA PLATOON 
LEADER. H IS PLATOON INCLUDED 28+ PERSONNEL HOIlEUER. AT 
THE TlHE Of THE PILOT'S DEATH. HE liAS THE POINT MAN OF A 
THREE MAN GROUP LEADING THE ADVANCE TOl/ARDS THE LOCATION 
II1IERE THE UILLAGE MILHIA BELIEVEB THE PILOT liAS HIDING. 
HIS GROUP INCLUDED MR. PHICH. THE PREVIOUS l/IINESS. AND 
MR. BUI V~ HAl IHOT THUI THE VILLAGE SECRETARY AT THE 
TIME. Mi. HAl IS NOli DEAD. THE INCIDENT INVOLUEB TWO 
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PILOTS. ONE liAS CAPTURED ON THE 29TH OF MAY BY HIL iliA HS2W174 
CSN: AU I A00686 FROM HOP DANG VILLAGE ICNA BUT PROBABLY VICINITY OF 

I' '7 

~diJr.1 n,,"J:fJ:n 

81 OF 92 LDIIXlI46J 114/01:581 
114/08: 841 

220741Z JUN 92 
cm -F A DET ON 



S 
E­
C 
T 
I' 
o 
N 
A 
L 

M 
S 
G 

........ 

ROUTINE 

_ ~',,: '~., c •••• '.~' • ~ • I 

IHE Btl T; HOIltIJER, HR BAY JUST SAT QUIEn Y. IHTERIJIEWfR 
: . ~.. ". ".':, '. ~ .".~ .: .: :'." , 

rHEH ASKED IrBAYHAO BROUCHT THE BElT: HR. BAY' . 
RELUCTANTlY 'HANOED 'rr ovER TO tHE TEAH. THE TEAH 
EXAIIIHED THEi~fl T AllO' ~ET£RiIlHEO IJ VAS SI~llAR ro A 

BT 

.... :.: :. ',. ;, 

, '. ~:. . . ",.' *, 

.1452591114 
CSH: AU I A896&6 

. . 

" :"." .".;- ,"., 

! 0.' • 

J' "',' : 

\ • ..,it: 

;j. 

:. If,' ," 

,r . 

., ::" " .' .. 

82 OF 92 lDI1X846J 174/B7:58l 
114/98; BH 

22lJ7 HZ J UN 92 
em -F A OfT ON 

INCOMING 



S 
E 
C 
T 
I 
o 
N 
A 
L 

M 
S 
G 

ROUT I NE 

R 229747Z JUN 91 PSN m 169P18 

FM CJTF-FA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 

TO CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 

UNCLAS SECT ION 06 OF 17 BANGKOK TH 2m3 

RETRANSMITTAL OF MESSAGE 
UNCLASSIFIED 9136 MAY 91 
DIA PASS TO DOD POll-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFF ICE 
SUBJECT: REPORT OF EXCAVATION/REINVESTIGATION OF CASE 
9691 !PATTERSON) 
NAVY /MAR I HE KHAK I BEL 1. THE BELT HAD SOME SIGNS OF 
SltHT; HOllEVER DID NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN IN REGULAR OR 
EXTENSIVE USE. IN OTHER \/oRDS, IT liAS CLEARLY USED BUT 
IN GOOD CONDITION. THE TEAM PHOTOGRAPHED THE BELT IHEN 
ASKED IF TREY COULD HAVE THE BELT SO IT COULD BE 
EXAMINED BY EXPERTS IN AilE RICA. MR. BAY SAID HE lI00lD 
GIVE THE BELT TO THE TEAM; HOllEVER, HE GOT THE BELT FROII 
THE PILOT THE DAY HE liAS KILLED ALMOST 25 YEARS AGO TO 
THE DAY AT THE SPOT THE TEAM liAS STANDING ON. THE TEAM 
THANKED MR. BAY AND ASKED HIM TO SHOll THE TEAM THE 
VARIOUS LOCATIONS lIIIERE THE REPORTED EVENTS HAD TAKEN 
PLACE. MR . ., BAY POINTED OUT THE LARGE ROCKS MR. PHICH 
HAD PREVIOUSLY POINTED OUT. HE ALSO POINTED TO SEVERAL 
OF THE LARGER TREES IN THE AREA. HE POINTED OUT 
SIMILAR AREAS; 11) lIIIERE MR. PHICH HAD BEEH STANDING AT 
THE TIME OF THE SIGHTING OF THE PILOT AND m \/HERE THE 
PILOT HAD FALLEN--ABOVE THE BIG ROCK. HE REPORTED THE 
PILOT'S BODY HAD NOT ROLLED DOIIH HILL, BUT RATHER JUST 
FELL IN PLACE. IHE TEAM THANKED HIM FOR HIS ASSISTANCE 
AND HELPED HIli DOllH THE HILL. IIR. BAY APPEARED TO BE A 
VERY TIRED OLD MAN lIELL \/oRN DOIIH BY LIFE. HE liAS NOT 
OVERLY EMOTIONAL AND DID NOT REACT STRONGLY TO IIUCH OF 
lIIIAT liAS GOING ON AROUND. HE liAS CLEARLY IIINDED BY THE 
SHORT BUT STEEP HIKE TO THE SITE FROM \/HERE HE HAD BEEN 
IIAITING FOR HIS TURN TO BE INTERVIElIED. THE VNOSIIP 
LATER PASSED A REQUEST FROM HIli \/HICH ESSENTIALLY STATED 
IIR. BAY HAD KEPT THE BEL T FOR A LONG PERIOD OF lIIIE--25 
YEARS--AND ALTHOUGH HE GLADL Y GAVE IT TO THE TEAM, IF 
THE EXPERTS DID NOT BELIEVE IT RELAIED TO THIS CASE, 
COUL D THE TEAll RE TURN IT TO HIM. 
- 13) IIR. Bil I VAN ONG. AFTE R CONF I RMI NG SE VERAL 
PORTIONS OF HIS PREVIOUS TESTIMONY IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH 
HIS LOCATION DURING THE INCIDENT, THE TEAM CONCENTRATED 
ON HIS DESCRIPTION Of- THE AREA. HE POINTED OUT THE 
TREES MR. BAY HAD POINTED OUT. HE ALSO SAID THE BODY 
liAS LOCATED NEAR THE TOP OF THE ROCK AND BURIED IN THE 
SAME LOCATION HE liAS STANDING IIITH THE HEAD UPHILL AND 
THE FEET DOIIHH ILL AS REPORTED BY IIR. AN. THE TEAM ASKED 
IF IHEY HAD BURIED THE BODY IN A COFFIN AND RECEIVED AN 

~! . ~ ~ \ ~ .. . 
,,;. , 

AFFIRMTIVE ANSlifR. lIIIEN ASKED TO DESCRIBE THE COFFIN, 
HE SAID IT liAS A BOARD LAID UNDER THE PILOT'S BODY. THE 
BODY liAS .PLACED IN A CUT IN THE BANK AND DIRT liAS HEAPED 
OVER THE BODY. DUE TO THE NUMEROUS AIRCRAFT IN THE 
AHEA, HE ORDERED THE MEK TO MOVE QUICH Y AIIB LEAVE THE 
AREA. MR. ONG IS ALSO A VERY OLD, BUT SOMElIIIAT MORE 
ENERGETIC MAN THAN MR. BAY. HE RESPONDED IIILLINGL Y AND 
EXTREMElY CONVINCINGLY IN RELATING HIS OBSERVANCE OF THE 
INFlATION OF IHE FULTON EXTRACIION SYSTEM. HE DESCRIBED 
BOTH THE SOUND OF THE BALLOON INFLATING AND THE FACT 
THAT IT liAS ATTACHED BY A LONG CABLE IAPPROXIMAHlY 59 
FEET LONGI. Mt ONG EXPLAINED THE TERRAIN liAS NO LONGER 
THE SAME AS PREVIOUSLY REPORHD. ONE EXAMPLE liAS THE 
LARGE CL UMP OF BAMBOO BEL Oil THE EXCAVAT I ON AREA. THAT 
CLUMP HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN LOCATED ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF 
THE EXCAVATION AREA BELOIl THE ROCK lIIIERE THE PILOT HAD 
BEEN SHOT. DURING A PARTICULAR YEAR \/HIC~ HE COULD NOT 
RECALL, THERE HAD BEEN SEVERE LANDSLIDES. ONE OF THESE 
HAD MOVED THE BAMBOO THE 29 OR SO FEET TO ITS PRESENT 
LOCATION AND IT HAD CONTINUED TO GROll THERE. MR. ONG 
St.11} .JHAlllllEN lKE PROVINCE OfFIClftlS m COI1E TO THE 
SITE AFTER THE INCIDENT AND IIANTED TO GO TO THE SITE, HE 
HIMSELF HAD HOT GONE. RATHER, HE HAD SENT SEVERAL 
PEOPLE, ONE \/HO'S NAIIE liAS BUI VAN CHINH. SHOm Y 
THEREAFTER, THE TEAM LEFT THE SITE AND RETURNED TO KIM 
BOI TOliN. 
- II. THE TEAll ASKED TO TALK TO BUI VAN CHINH \/HO 

REPORTEDLY GUIDEU DISTRICT OFfICIALS TO THE BURIAL SITE. 
HE IS PRESEHTL Y LIVING IN THUONG THIEN VILLAGE. IIR. 
THANH AND IIR. CHU ARRANGED IIITH THE LOCAL OFFICIALS FOR 
THE INTERPRETER AND ANALYST TO ACCOIIPANY THE IIITNESS TO 
THUONG THIEN THAT EVENING \/HEN THE DISTRICT AND PROVINCE 
OFFICIALS TOOK THE IIITNESSES MlO HAD GONE TO THE SITEI 
~OME. AFTER DRIVING FOR APPROXIMATELY IS MINUTES ON A 
GOOD COUNTRY ROAD, THE TRUCK CARRY I NG THE III TNESSES AND 
TEAM IIEIIBERS TURNED OFr ONTO A MUQ AND ROCK ROAD. 

... -APPROXI IIATEL Y 'OHE HOUR lATnIf" STOf'PEDAT ONE OF THE 
HOliES IN THUONG THIEN VILLAGE. 0I0llES ARE III DEl Y 
SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE VAll En. IIR. DUNG; THE 
PROV'INCIAL REPRESENTATIVE REPORTED TO THE TEAM THAT MR. 
CHINH HAD NOT YET COilE HOME BUT liAS EXPECTED SHORTLY. 
ABOUT ONE HOUR OR SO LATER, IIR. CHINH ARRIVED LOOKING 
SOIlE\/HAT IIINDED. lAS THE TEAM DROVE DOIIH THE VALLEY INTO 
THE VILLAGE, THET OBSERVED A CONSTANT STREAM OF liEN, 
1I0llEN AND CHILDREN COiliNG DOl/H THE TRAIL FROM THE 
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MOUNTAIN CARRYING VARIOUS fOREST PRODUCTS!. Mt CHINN 
SAID HE liAS "MORE THAN 39 YEARS OLD" (INTERPRETER GUESS 
IS CLOSER TO m. lOURING AN APPROXIMATElY 39 MINUTE 
IHTERVIEII, MUCH IIME liAS SPENT GOIHG BACK AND fORTH 
B£TVEEN ~JETHAHES£ AND MUONG. ALTHOUGH CHINH SPOKE 

. VIETNAI1ESE, IT liAS DiffiCUlt fOR BOlli HE AND THE 
IHlERPRETER TO UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER. mUL TS OF THE 
INTERVIEV ARE MORE ACCURATElY CAllED A COMPILATION OF 
THE DISCUSSION WICH OCCURRED BASED OK INTERPRETERS' 
QUESTIONS. IHE OUTCOME Of THIS HALF HOUR FOllOIIS). MR. 
CHINH'S fAMILY liAS THE ONE FROM WOM MR. ONG OBTAINED 
THE COFF!. USED TO BURY THE PILOT. AS liAS THE MUONG 
CUSTOM, THE COfm liAS A SET OF TIIO BOARDS, ONE WI CH 
VENT BElOV THE BODY AND THE OTHER WICH liAS SET ON TOP 
Of THE BODY. MR. CHINH DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE 
BURIAL OF THE PILOT. ABOUT FIVE DAYS AFTER THE BURIAL 
OF THE PILOT, DISTRICT OffiCIALS INCLUDING A PHYSICIAN 
ARRIVED AT THE VillAGE AND SAID THEY IIANTED TO CONDUCT 
AN AUTOPSY !IIORE ACCURATElY, eONF IRH DEATH BY SHOOT INGI. 
MR. ONG DIRECTED MR. CHINH TO TAKE THE OFF ICIALS TO THE 
SITE. HE COULD NOT RECAll ANY OF THE HAMES OF THESE 
INDIVIDUALS. THE SMAll GROUP IIENT TO THE SITE AND MR-
CHINH EXHUMED THE GRAVE IBOTH BOARDS IIERE STill IN PLACE 
AND tHE BODY HAD NOT BEEN DI STURBED!. DUE TO THE 
CONDITION OF THE BODY. THE OffiCIALS QUiCKlY CONCLUDED 
THEIR BUSINESS, CHIIIH REBURIED THE BODY AND THEY All 
DEPARTED THE AREA. APPROXIMAIELY NINE OR TEN YEARS 
LATER 11m OR 19771, PROVINCIAL OffiCIALS DIRECTED MR. 
ONG TO CHECK THE CONDITION OF THE GRAVE AND If THERE 
IIERE REMAINS TO BRING THEM BACK TO THE VillAGE AHD TURN 
THEM OVER. HR. ONG DELEGATED THIS TASK TO MR. CHINH. 
MR_ CHINH IIENT TO THE SITE. WEN HE ARRIVED HE NOTICED 
THE WOlE HlllSIOE HAD BECOME A ROOTIHG GROUND FOR VILD 
FIGS. IN THE FORMER AREA Of THE GRAVE, THERE IlERE STILL 
A fEll SMAll BONES, POSSIBLY F INGER BONES. BUT NO MAJOR 
BONES. THEREFORE, HE LEfT THE SHALL BOHES, CONSIDER IHG 
THEM UNIIIPORTAHT. AND RETURNED TO THUOHG TmN VILLAGE. 
DURING HIS INITIAL VISIT TO THE 'SlTEt BOTH MR. AN AND 
HR. HUC ACCQ/IPANIEO HIM. MR. AN VAS INTERVIEIlED AT THE 

f 10 

SITE PRIOR TO THE TEAM'S EXCAVATION AND POINTED OUT THE 
AREA TO BE EXCAVATED. MR. MUC liAS ONE OF THE VillAGERS 

_PRESENT DURING THE IHHIAl oll.sm INTERVIEII VITH MR. 
AN. UNTERVIEVER HAS HOT AVARE OF THIS FACT AND HAD NOT 
INTERVIEVED MR. HUC.I ACCORDING 11) IKE VillAGE MEMBERS 
PRESENT, MUC AGREED THE SITE EXCAVATED HAS THE SITE 
WERE THE PILOT HAD BEEN BURIED. CHlHH SAID HE TOOK NO 
SOUVENIRS FROM THE SITE. AT APPROXIMATElY 2)9& HOURS, 
THE TEAM COMPLETED THE INTERVIEII VITH MR. CHINH. 
- N. ON' MAY THE TEAM TRAVEllED TO TU SOH VILLAGE IN 
ORDER TO BEGIN INVESTIGATING THE AREA Of THE LAST kNOIlN 
COORDINATES IN JTf flUS Il/HHS9SSI. (NOTE: 
ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICTS IN VIETNAM ARE AS FOLlOVS: 
COUNTRY IS BROKEN INTO PROVINCES; PROVINCES INTO 
DISTRICTS; DISTRICTS INTO VILLAGES; AHD VillAGES INTO 
HAIltETS. THERE IS NO "UNINCORPORATED" AREA. A VillAGE 
MAY CONSIST Of A fEll HOMES, SEVERAL SCATTERED HAMLETS 
AND MANY SQUARE KILOMETERS Of JUNGLE AND MOUNTAIN'> THE 
TEAM HAD INTENDED TO NOTIfY THE VillAGE CADRE Of' TH£ IR 9 
nAY VISIT AFTER THE 8 MAY INTERVIEII Of HR. CHINN: 
HOllEVER, BY tHE TIME lK€ INTERYIEII HAS' OVER, IT HAS TOO 
LATE TO MAK£ THE ARRANGEMENTS. UPON ARRIVAL IN THE TU 
SON AREA, THE TEAI1 EXPERIENCED CONSIDERABLE DIFf ICULTY 
F IHDING A LOCAL OffiCIAL HOVEVER, AfTER ABOUT ONE HOOR 
OF IIA1l lNG, THEY MET MR BUI KHAC sue, AN ElHNI C MUONG 
AND THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN Of THE TU SON VILLAGE PEOPLES' 
PARTY. 

II) MR SUC INfORMED THE TEAM THERE HAS ONLY ONE 
INCIDENT WICH OCCURRED IN THE VILLAGE DURING THE ENTIRE 
liAR. THIS VAS A 27 DEC 1972 INCIDENT WICH INVOLVED AN 
AIRCRAfT WICH CRASHED ON THE Hill NORTH Of THE VillAGE 
SCHOOL !AT THAT TIME THE DISTRICT PARTY HEADQUARTERS). 
AT THE TIME Of THE INCIDEHT. SUC liAS 18 YEARS OLD AND A 
MEMBER OF THE MILITIA. VITHIN FIVE MINUTES Of THE 
CRASH, HE liAS SENT TO THE SITE TO lEEP VILLAGERS fROM 
THE SITE. HE ARRIVED AT THE SITE APPROXIMATElY IS 
MINUTES AfTER THE CRASH. HE OBSERVED ONE PARACHUTE: 
HOllEVER, IT LANDED IN DO. SANG VillAGE. • HE HEARD THE 
PILOT liAS CAPTURED ALIVE BUT KNEV NO fURTHER DETAILS. 
REGARDING THE AIRCRAfT, HE ONL Y KNEll IT liAS A JET. HE 
NEITHER SAV NOR HEARD ABOUT ANY REMAINS OR PILOT'S 
PERSONAL EHECTS BEING DISCOVERED AT THE CRASH SITE. 
THE SITE HAD BEEN SCAVENGED fOR YEARS AND THERE IS VERY 
1I TTLE LEfT AT THE SITE. THE TEAI1 ANALYST DREV SEVERAL 
SILHOUETTE OF U.S. AIRCRAFT ON A PIECE OF PAPER AND 
ASKED WICH TYPE VAS SIHIlAR TO THE AIRCRAfT !/lIlCH 
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HE TRANSMITT AL OF HESSAGE 
UNCLASSIF JED 81J6 MAY 92 
DIA PASS TO DOD POV-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFF ICE 
SUBJECT: REPORT OF EXCAVAT I ON/RE I NVESIIGAII ON OF CASE 
om IPATTERSON) 
BECAUSE THE' CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS OF THE REPORTED CRASH 
SITE SO CLEARL Y DID NOT CORRElATE TO THE PATTERSON CASE, 
THE HAM DECLINED THE OFFER TO VISIT THE SITE WICH VAS 

S 
VISIBLE FROM THE ROADJ. AfTER INmVIEVINC SUC, THE 
TEAll REQUESTED TO SPEAK TO ANYONE ELSE VHO MIGHT BE 

E . KNOlttEDGEABLE. PREfERABLY,. AN 01.0 /IAN OR, BETTER, AN 
COLD VOHAN WO VOULD KNOV All THE GOSS I P ABOUT WATEVER 

HAD HAPPENED IN THE VILLAGE. 
T - I2l ABOUT FIVE n I HUTES LATER, BU I. TN I DEN, A 65 
I YEAR OlD VOIIAN, CAME TO THE HOUSE. MRS DEN HAD LIVED IN o LANG CU SINCE HER BIRTH. SHE HAD NEVER HAD A POSITION 

IN THE GOUtRHlIEHT, BUT RATHER WAS A FARMER AND TENDER OF 
N !lATER BUFFALO. SHE SAID THE ONLY AIRCRAFT TO CRASH IN 
A THE AREA DURING THE VAR CRASHED IN 1912. SHE DID HOT 

L KNOV WAT MONTH, BUT IT VAS DURING THE DRY SEASON. SUE 
DID NOT KNOW WY THE AIRCRAfT CRASHED, BUT OBSERVED IT 
Fl YING FROM THE SOUTH TO THE NORTH AND CRASHED INTO THE 

M MOUNTAIN ABOVE THE FORMER PARTY BUILDINC, NOV A SCHOOl. 

S 
WEN IT CRASHED, THERE VAS A LARGE FLAME BUT SHE HEARD 
NO EXPLOSION. SHE SAV SOMETHING FlOATlHG IN THE AIR BUT 

G VAS HOT SURE WAT IT VAS. SHE ONL Y KNEW THAT SHE VAS 
SCARED TO DEATH AND RAN HOME. AT THE TInE OF THE CRASH, 
SHE liAS IH THE FOOTHILLS OPPOSITE OF THE CRASH SITE 
IAPPROX-ONE mOMETER AWAYl. SHE SAID TVa OLDER PEOPLE 

'JERE HURT IN THE CRASH OF THE AIRCRAFT. THE CRASH 
OCCURRED ABOUT 1~09. SHE RECAllED THE TIME BECAUSE SHE 
VAS GETT ING READY TO COME HOME FROM FEEDINC THE VATER 
BUFFALOS. SHE HEARD NO INFORMATION REGARDING THE PILOT 
OR HIS fATE. 
- 01 THE TEAH THEN IHTERVIEIIlD HR. BACH THUONG WO 
IS NOV ABOUT 72 YEARS OlD. HE HAD BEEN VARIOUSLY A 
PARTY OFF ICIAL, THE VILLAGE PARTY CHAIRMAN AND THE 
VillAGE SECRETARY OF THE VILLAGE. HIS RECOllECTIONS OF 
WEN HE HELD WICH YOSifION SEEMED CONFliSED, HOIllVER, 
THEY COVERED THE LATE 1969' S TO THE EARL Y 1m's. 
ACCORDING TO HIS RECOLLECTION, THE ONLY AIRCRAFT TO 
CRASH IN THIS AREA WAS A 1911 LOSS WleH INVOLVED A JET 
AIRCRMT FlYIHG AT A HICH AL TlTUDE FROII THE HORTH TO THE 
SOUTH. AS IT APPROACHED THE SKY OVER THE VILLAGE, A 

HISSILE OlE SURMISED) HIT THE AIRCRAfT AND IT BURST INTO 
FlAHES. IMMEDIATH y, TVa PARACHUTES EXITED THE 
AIRCRAfT... THE PLANE t»EN HEACED TaWAlIDS DONG THOI 
MOUNTAIN AND MADE A SLaV RIGHT TURN EVENTUALL Y HEADIHG . 
BACK Nom, FLYING SOUTH fQ NORTr. OVER lANG CU AND 
CRASHING INTO THE MOUNTAIN JUST ABOVE THE PRESENT 
VILLAGE SCHOOl. THE PILOTS LANDED IN DU SANG VILLAGE. 
HE NEVER HAD ANYTHING TO DO VITH THE PILOTS Bur HEARD 
THAT Tva HAD BEEN CAPTURED ALIVE. HE KNEW N(lTHING 
FURTHER REGARDING THESE INDIVIDUALS. TU SON VILLAGERS 
RECOVERED NO REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS FROIt THE CRASH 
SITE OR THE AREA AROUND, THEREfORE, HE BELIEVEII' ALL THE 
PILOTS vm OUT OF THE AIRCRAFT. HE NEVER SAli ANY 
NUMBERS VITH THE AIRCRAfT. THE PROVINCIAL HEADQUARTERS 
VAS LOCATED IN rHE PRESENT SCHOOLHOUSE AT THAT TIME SO 
I T WAS NOT NECESSARY TO WI TE ANY REPORTS AS THEY GOT 
THE INFORMATION FIRST HAND. HE DID NOT RECALL THE NAMES 
OF ANY OF THE OFFICIALS. BECAUSE THE SOURCE HAD 
ASSISTANCE IN DETERMINING THE 1m DATE OF THE INCIDENT, 
INTERVIE'JER ASKED Hilt HOli HE KNEV THE DATE. HE REPlIED 

-., VITDoof IItSHATIDIl THAHHfAIRCRAFT tRASHED AT THE END 
OF THE SAHE YEAR BUT AFTER THE COIIFL Ell ON OF THE PARTY 
HOUSE/OFFICE WICH liAS COllPLEHD IH 1m. 

g, AFTER COlIPL~TlNG THE INTERVIEWS, THE TEAIt 
TRAVEllED TO HOA BINH TOW TO MEET THE PROVINCIAL 
OFFICIALS AND GIVE A REPORT OF THEIR ACTIVITIES. 
ADDITIONALLY, THEY INTENDED TO ASK FOR PERMISSION TO 
CONTINUE THE INVESTlGATlONTHE· FOllOVINC 'JEEK. AT 1380, 
THEY MET MR BUI VAN DEN WO IS THE PROVINCIAL PEOPLE'S 
PARTY DEPUTY CHAIRMAN. DURING AN APPROXIHATELY ONE HOUR 
SESSION, THEY EXPLAINED THEY HAD EXCAVATED THE REPORTED 
BURIAL SITE VITHOUT RESULTS. THEREFORE, IT VAS VERY 
IMPORTANT FOR THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT TO LOCATE 
DETAILED DOCUMENTS REGARDING THE INCIDENT TO INCLUDE 
FUll REPORTS RATHER THAN JUST SUHlIARIES. ADDlIIONALL y, 
ANY PERSONAL EFFECTS RECOVERED FROII THE PILOT OR 
INCIDENT SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE. GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
I NVOL V£Il IN THE CAPTURDTlEtlPT vaurnLso BE HELPFUl. 
THE TEAll AlSO WOULD LIKE TO LOCATE THE CRASHED AIRCRAFT 
ASSOCIATED WITH THIS INCIDENT. ACCORDING TO RUMOR, IT 
IIAY HAVE CRASHED IN KY SON DISTRICT. MR DEN EXPLAINED 
THAT THERE 'JERE VERY FEW RECORDS LEFT DUE TO liAR TIHE 
CONDITIONS AND THE COMBINING AND SEPAlIATlNG OF THE 
PROVINCES COlIFliCATED LOOKING FOR ANY WICH MIGHT REMAIN 
0I0A SOH BINH PROVINCE RECEHTl Y DIVIDED INTO THREE 
PROVINCES, ONE OF W ICH IS HOA BINHI. THE TEAH THEN HAD 
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UNCLAS SECT ION 09 OF 11 BANGKOK TH 19m 

REIRANSMITJ Al OF I1ESSAGE 
UHCLASSIF lED 0136 HAY 32 
DIA PASS TO DOD POW-lilA CENTRAL DOCUIIENTATION OFFICE 
SUBJECT: REPORT OF EXCAVAliON/REINVESIIGATIQH OF CASE 
9691 !PATTERSON) 
RECENT UNREST IN LOS AHGELES AND THE INTERVIE\/ERS liAR 

. TIME PRESENCE IN VIETNAH. I1R DEN CONCLUDED THE HEETING 
BY SAmG THE TEAll liAS \/EL COME TO COilE BACK AND COIIPL ETE 

S 
THEIR INVESTIGAliON THE FOLLOWING wm. 
o P. dH 13 /lAY 72. AN ELEMENT OF THE JOINT TEAH 

E ,CONSISliNG OF CPT a .' HR. _, Sf C., SSG 
G n J AND TSCT _ DEPARTED HANOI FOR Kill BOI TO 

IN QUESTION WAS NOT A CRASH SITE BUT RATHU IIHERE THE 
CANOPY HAD t ANDED HE .HAD TAKEN A SIIAll SQUARE OF 
PLEXIGlASS AT THE TlHE OF rHE INCIDENT IIHICU HE liAS 
KEEPING IN HIS HOME. SINCE THE INCIDENT, All PIECES OF 
THE CANOPY HAD BEEN REIIOVED FROH TIlE lOWION. HE liAS 
IIllllNG TO TAKE THE TEAll TO THE LOCAT 10N, HO\/EVU, THEY 
1I0ULD ONL V SEE EMPTY JUNGLE AT THE SITE. IIR. CHU 
REPORTED NO COORDINATION HAD BEEN DONE IIITH KY SON 
DISTRICT REGARDING A POSSIBLE CRASH SITE LOCATION FOR 
rHIS CASE AS THEY If HE VIETNAMESE SIDE) BEl IEVED THEY 
HAD LOCATED A WITNESS 1/110 KNEW IIHERE THE CRASH SITE liAS. 
THEY \/OULD ATTEl1PT TO DO THE COORDINATION IIITH KY SOH 
DISTRICT ON \/EDNESDAY 114 IIAYI. 
-So IIR. LOI REPORTED HE HAD GONE TO BOTH VillAGES IN 
THE AREA OF THE LAST KNO\IN LOCATION. IN LANG THUNG HE 
DISCOVERED HO INDICATION OF ANY AIRCRAFT LOSSES DURING 
THE WAR. IN DU SANG VillAGE, HE LEARNED THERE HAD BEEN 
TIIO INCIDENTS INVOLVING US AIRCRAfT OR PILOTS DURING THE 
liAR. THE FIRST INCIDENT OCCURRED ON 11 SEP 61, rNVOLVED 
AN m AND THE CAPTURE OF T\/O UNINJURED PILOTS. THE 

"PILOTS \/ERE SENT UP THROUG~ 9-ISJRICHHD PROVINCE. 
tHOTE CASE NUHBER gall--RnC. 11 SEP 61, TIIO PILOTS 

CAPTURED, RETURNED TO US AL IV£. INCIDENT COORDINATES CONTINUE THE INVESTIGATION Of CASE g691. AT 
T APPROXIHATEl Y 119g HOURS, CPT. • AND MR. _ APPROXIHATEl Y IS K ILOIIETERS NORTHEAST. PROBABL Y PIL OT 

CONFUSION OVER EASTI\/EST ROADS--ONE AT EACH LOCATION.) 
THE SECOND INCIDENT INVOLVED THE CAPTURE OF ONE PILOT IN 
THE VillAGE, THE SECOND PILOT BElOII THE VillAGE ON 11 

I IIET IIIlH IIR. NGOC AND IIR. CHU TO DISCUSS THE OPTIONS 
o AVAILABLE FOR THE TEAH DURING THE NEXT fOUR DAYS. THE 

N 
TEAn'S GQ.AlS, IN ORDER OF PRIORITY, \/ERE TO VISIT LANG 
THUNG HAIII.£T Ml4336), TU SON VIllAGE AND 001 MU HAIlLET 

A Ml4696), DO SANG VILLAGE AHD INTERVIEII OFFICIALS AND 

L LONG TIllE RESIDENTS OF THE AREA REGARDING INCIDENTS 
WH ICN HAD OCCURRED I N THE I R AREA OUR I NG THE liAR. 
SECOND, THE TEAll WANTED TO LOCATE THE CRASH S lIE OF THE 

M AIRCRAFT IN ORDER TO ASSIST IN DETERMINING 'IHE ACTUAL 

S 
VICINITY WHERE PATTERSON AND IICOANIElS LANDED THIRD, 
THE TEAll WANTED TO INTERVIEII ADDITIONAL IIIfHESSES IN THE 

(j THUONG THIEN AREA. FOUR, THE TEAH NEEDED ·TO TRACX DOWN 
THE WITNESS IN THE REGION WHO REPORTEDLY HAD SOME 
"AMERICAN REHAINS·. MR. CHU SAID THE CRASH SITE liAS 
REPORTEDLY ABOUT OHE KILOtlETER AS THE BIRO HIES FROM 
THE sm EXCAVATED BY THE TEAll. THEY \/ERE SENDING IIR. 
DUNG FRon THE PROVINCE AND HR. LOI fRon THE DlsrRICT TO 
LOCATE A IIIlNESS WHO REPORTEDLY KNEll THE LOCATION Of THE 
SITE SO THAT HE COULD GUIDE THE TEAll THE NEXT DAY. 
ADDITIONAL COORDINATION WAS BEING DONE IIITH THE T\/o 
VIllAGES IN THE LAST KNOW LOCATION AND THE TEAH COULD 
LIKElY GO THERE ON rKE ISTH IfRIDArl. SATURDAY \/oULD BE 
USED TO lIE UP LOOSE ENOS AS NECESSARY. 
- Q. AT APPROXIMATEl Y 2109 HOURS 11R. CHU CAME TO MR. 
ATHERTON'S ROOM ALONG WITH HR. LOI AND MR. DUNG AND MR. 
HGOC. IN BRIEF THEIR REPORTS \/ERE AS FOLLOIIS. 
- R. IIR. DUNG REPORTED THEY HAD LocmD THE IIITNESS 
WHO KHEII ABOUT THE REPORTED AIRCRAFT CRASH SITE. . MR. 
BUI VAN KIn IS THE 61 YEAR OLD FORMER DEPUTY VILLAGE 
CHIEF AT THE TillE OF THE INCIDENT. HE REPORTED THE SITE 

DEC 11. IHE AIRCRAfT IN THIS INCIDENT CRASHED IN TU SOH 
VillAGE. IIHIS IS THE SAllE INCIDENT REPORTED AT SOME 
LENGTH ABOVE IN IIITNESS INTERVIEVSI. OUTSIDE THESE TIIO 
INCIDENTS, THERE \/ERE NO AIRCRAFT LOSSES IN THE AREA 
DURING THE WAR. THE IHJERVIE\/ER EXPLAINED WILE THIS 
/lAY BE TRUE, IT liAS ABSOLum Y NECESSARY FOR THE IEAI1 TO 
GO TO TKESE VILLAGES AND INTERVIEW IIITNESSES FOR 
THEflSH VES AND ATTEl1PT TO GO TO THE LAST KNOIIH L OCAT I ON 
TO DElERMINE If IT MORE ACCURATElY FIT THE DESCRIPTION 
IN JTFFA FILES. IIR. CHU INTERPOSED THAT THIS WAS NOT A 
PROBLEII AND THE NECESSARY COORD I NAIl ON HAD ALREADY BEEN 
SET IN MOll ON. nHE TEAn ACCESSED THE AREA BY 
HELICOPTER AS LANG TUNG IS A THREE HOUR ONE-WAY HIKE 
fROn THE ROADI. 
- 1. ON 14 HAr 1992, AN ElEHENT OF THE TEAM 
CONSISTINC OF CPT J IIR. _, TSG -, 

.MR. CHU AND IIR. NCOC TRAVELLED IIITH VARIOUS LOCAL 
OFFICIALS TO MR. BUI VAN KIn'S HOHE IN THUONG THIEN 
VILLAGE. HR. BUI VAN m IS THE NOli RETIRED 61 YEAR OLD 
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RETRAHSMITT AL OF HESSAGE 
UHCLASSIF lED 9136 HAY 92 
DIA PASS TO DOD POW-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE 
SUBJECT: REPORT OF EXCAVAIIOH/REIHVESTlGATION OF CASE 
9691 tPATTERSON) 
VILLAGE CHI~F. HIS TENURE AS VILLAGE CHIEF BEGAN VHEN 
THE VIETNAMESE WERE f IGHTlHGTHE fRENCH, CaNT I HUED 
THROUGH THEIR WAR WITH THE AnERICANS AND INTO THE 
BATTLES WITH CHINA. MR. KIn IS STILL VERY ALERT AND 
HEAlTHY. lit ANSWERED QUESTIONS OF BOTH SPECIFIC AND 
GENERAl NATURES otJlCXLY AND CLEARLY. THE EXCEPTlOlt TO 
THIS WERE QUESTIONS WHICH COliLD POTENTIAll Y CAUSE 
TROUBLE FOR THUONG THIEN VillAGERS. WHEN HE RECEIVED 
INDICATIONS FRon SEVERAL OF THE VillAGE AND PROVINCIAL 
OFFICIALS IN THE ROOM THAT IT WAS OK TO ANS\/ER THESE 
QUESTIONS, HE ANSWERED QUiCKlY AND WITHOUT HESITATION. 
• III ON, DAY IN MAY 1961, AFTER SOME THOUGHT, 9 MAY 
THEN !9 HAY, A GROUP Of AIRCRAFT (NUMBER NOT RECALLEDl 
HEW OVER IHE AREA HEADING IN THE DIRECTION OF HOA BINH 
!WJ36921 !NORTH \/ESTl. A HISSILE CAME UP INTO THE AIR 

FROM THE DIRECTION OF HOA BINH AND EXPLODED. 
IMMEDIATH Y ONE OF THE AIRCRAFT GAINED AL TlTUDE THEN 
BEGAN TO BillOW nUCH SMOKE. A rEV SECONDS LATER, TWO 
PARACHUTES EXITED THE AIRCRAFT. INI TlAll Y, THEY IIERE 
ABOUT ,8 METERS APART. BUT BY THE TlHE THEY LANDED, THEY 
IlERE ABOUT ONE KIlOHETER APART. THE AI RCRAfl CONTIHUED 
TO flY 1M THE DIRECTION OF n SON DISTRICT ROUCHLY IlEST, 
NORTHIlEST. THE AIRCRAFT DID NOT CRASH IN THE AREA UNDER 
THUOHG THIEX VillAGE'S JURISDICTION. BUT PROBABLY 
CRASHED .IN YEM SON VILLAGE ICNAI, KnON DISTR ICT. THE 
ONLY PART OF THE AIRCRAFT TO LAND IN mONG THIEN 
VILLAGE WAS THE CANOPY. THE lEAH SHOIlED Kill TWO PHOTOS, 
ONE OF AN A6 AND ONE OF AN F 4. WITH 1i0 HESITATION, HE 
POINTED OUT THE A6 AS THE TYPE OF AIRCRAfT AND FURTHER 
POINTED TO THE FRONT PORTION OF THE CANOPY AS BEING WHAT 
HE HAD DISCOVERED. HE THEN BROUGHT OUT A PIECE OF THE 
CANOPY !SEE nATERIAL EVIDENCEI IIIIICH HE HAD BEEN KfEPlHG 
SINCE HE LOCATED IT IN 1961. THE CANOPY HAS LONG SINCE 
BEEN REMOVED fRon THE- PLACE IIIIERE IT FEll. HE DESCRIBED 
THE CANOPY AS ABOUT FOUR BY SIX FEET IN SI1E IIITH A THIN 
METAL OR METAL-li IE F RAHE AROUIiD I T. ALINE OF FRAME 
DIVIDED THE CANOPY IN TIIO DOIIIf THE 11IQDLE. THE FRAME 
WAS liGHT BLUE OR CREAII COL OR. 
. m AFTER THE PIlOTS PARACHUTED FROM THE AIRCRAFr, 

, _. 

THE LOCAL VILLAGE HllITlAS OF THUONG THIEN, HOP DANG. 
AND VINH DONG 1I/IIS\881. BEGAN MOVING TOWARDS DONG DANH 
HAMLET WERE THEY SET UP A COMAND POST 10 CAPTURE THE 
PILOTS. THERE WAS BETIlEEN ONE AND TWO HUNDRED HIL iliA 
MEMBERS INVOLVED IX THIS ACTIVITY. BUI IIAIt HAl (NOW 
DECEASEDl, THE VillAGE SECRETARY, IlENT TO THE SITE WITH 
THE VillAGE HILITIA WILE IIR. KIH REMAINED BEHIND TO 
ORGANIZE THE SUPPLIES FOR THE VillAGE HIlITIA AND OTHER 
ASPECTS OF THE ATTEMPTED CAPTURE. ON THE SECOND DAY OF 
THE EFFORT. THE VillAGERS CAUGHT A PILOT AND BROUGHT HIli 
TO THE VILLAGE. HE ARRIVED IN THE LATE AFTERNOON AND WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY A DISTRICT OFFICIAL NAMED ItINH. HINH 
TOLD WITNESSES ACCORDING TO THE PILOT'S 10 CARD, THE 
PILOT WAS 42 YEARS OlD. NONE OF THE VillAGERS OR 
DISTRICT OFFICIALS COULD SPEAK ENGLISH, SO NO ONE TAlKED 
TO THE PILOT. THE VillAGERS FED HIH FOOD AND WATER 
WHICH HE TOOK. THE PILOT WAS NOT WOUNDED AND MOVED 
QUITE IlELL. THE PILOT WAS LARGE, ABOUT SIX FEET TALL 
!WITNESS VHO liAS ABOUT FIVE FEET TWO INCHES SAID HE CAME 

UP TO THE PILOT'S SHOULDERl. THE PILOT HAD CURL Y, LIGHT 
COlORE& HAIR. HIS EYES \/ERE- 9t.11E, I/OWEVEIt DID NOT SEEM 
TO SEE IlEll AS HE HElD THINGS CLOSE TO LOOK AT THEM. 
WHEN ASKED REGARDING THE CLOTHES THE PILOT WAS IlEMING, 
THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION AND WITNESS COULD NOT 
CLEARLY RECALL BUT SEEMED TO INDICATE PANTS, SHIRT AND 
PERHAPS A VEST OF SOME SORT. DURINC THIS DISCUSSION, 
WITNESS'S WIFE, WIIO WAS SITTING ABOUT FIFTEEN FEET AWAY 
WITH A LARGE NUMBER OF VillAGERS \/HO HAD ENTERED THE 
HOUSE TO ENJOY THIS ODD OCCASION, CHIM~D IH WITH HER 
DESCRIPTION. A lIU£LY ARGUHENT ENSUED FOUBOUT fiVE 
HINUTES. DISCUSSIOH VAS IN VIETNAMESE AND MUONG AND 
INVOLVED TWO OR HORE PEOPLE TAlKING AT ONE TIME. UNDER 
THE GUISE OF GETTING HIS BAMBOO WATER PIPE, THE WITNESS 
WAlKED TO WHERE HIS WIFE WAS SITTING AND APPEARED TO 
TElL HER TO BE QU lET. HE THEN WAlKED BACK AND I N A 
RESPONSE TO ONE OF THE OTHER INDIVIDUALSPRESEHT REPLIED 
"lIE AGREE NOV'. AT THIS POINT HE PROVIDED IHE STIlL 
CONFUSED" DESCRIPTION ABOVE. ·1HE wilms SAID THE PILOT 
WAS NOT IlEARING SHOES OR SOCKS WHEN HE ARRIVED AT THE 
HOUSE BECAUSE IT VAS THE NORHAL PRACTICE TO REHOVE SHOES 
AND SOCKS FROH PRISONERS TO PREVENT THEIR ESCAPE. THE 
FOLLOWING MORNING. MINH TOOl THE PILOT UP THE CHAIN AND 
HE KNEW HOTH I NG HORE ABOUT HIM. OH THE SECOND DAY OF 
THE INCIDENT AN AIRCRAFT DROPPED TWO BUNDLES OF 
SUPPliES. ONE CONTAINING ·STUFF" AND THE OTHER 
CONTAINING AN OBJECT WITH A BALLOON. ON IHE THIRD DAY 
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PILOT AND WO HAD SHOT HIM. THE INTERVIEIlER REPHRASED 
THE QUEST! ON SAY I HG HE HEARD THAT PH I CH liAS rHE ONE \/HO 
SHOT THE PILOT. AFTER GETTING A HIGH SIGN FROII THE 
PRESENT VillAGE LEADER, HE SAID THAT liAS IRUE. FURTHER, 
I1R. BUI 'AN BAY AND HR. HAl IlERE PRESENT VITH PHICH \/!lEN 
PHICH SHOT THE PILOT. HE DID NOT KltOlIA GREAT DEAL !tORE 
ABOUT THE INCIDENT AS HE WAS NOT ACTUAllY AT THE SITE. 
THE DISTRICT REIIOVED All PERSONAL EFFECTS CAPTURED 
DURING THE INCIDENT: THE BURIAL TEAM CONSISTED OF SUI 
VAN AN, BU I VAN HUC AND Mt ONG. 
- !31 REGARDING THE ISSUE OF SUBSEQUENT VISITS TO THE 
GRAVE, IIRJo 1111 REPORTED THERE HAD BEEN THREE VISITS. 
THE FIRST OCCURRED THREE DAYS AFTER THE SHOOT I NG. A 
DOCTOR AND HIS ASSISTANT, AND POSSIBLY A THIRD DISTRICT 
OffiCIAL, VISITED THE SITE VITH SEVERAL LOCAL PEOPLE 
INCLUDING Mt AN AND MR. CHINH TO DIG UP THE BODY IN 
ORDER TO DHERMINE FOR SURE IF THE DEATH HAD BEEN BY 
SHOOTING. AFTER CHECKING THE BODY, IT WAS REBURIED. 
ANOTHER TEAM CAllE BACK ABOUT A YEAR LATER, BUT NOT SURE 
OF DATE. BY THAT mE, THE GRAVE AREA HAD BEEH 
DESIROYED BY THE ROOIING OF lilLD PIGS. IN me DISTRICT 
OR PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS CONDUCTED A THIRD AND FINAL 
VISIT fQ !HE SITE. ON THIS OCCASION, HE ACCOMPANIED 
THEM TO THE SITE. THERE VAS NO SIGN OF THE GRAVE AT THAT 
TIME. THIS WAS m ONLY TillE HE I/£NT TO THE SITE. 

(4) THE ONLY DISTRICT OFF ICIAL OF THAT TIME \/HOSE 
NAME HE COULD RECAll WAS BUI VAN TlNH, THE SECRETARY OF 
THE DISTRICT. HR. ~IM SAID TH!S WAS THE ONLY INCIDENT 
TO OCCUR IN THE AREA DURING THE VAR. 
- U. OH 1) /lAY, THE TEAH FtEW BY HELICOPTER !NTO tANG 
THUNG HAMlET, TU SON VILLACE IN OROEa TO INTERVIEW 
IIIlNESSES AND VALK TO THE LAST KNOIIN LocmON 
MlHS9SSI. THE TEAH MET MK BACH KHAC NAM, DEPUTY 

CHAIRMAN OF TU SOH ..vILLAGE. HE INTRODUCED THE WITNESSES 

11m LOOKING fOR GOLD ABOUT TVO HUNDRED IIETERS fROM HIS 
HOME IN THE EASTERN PART Of LANG TUNG VILLAGE fLATER, 
THE TEAn OBSERVED Tars AREA WHICH IS HONEYCOMBED WITH 
NATURAL AND MANMADE CAVES!. WILE TAKING A LUNCH BREAl, 
THn NOT I CEO A SMALL CAVE ABOUT ONE·IIETER ACROSS. THEY 
LOOKED IN THE CAVE TO SEE If THERE WAS ANY COLD. AT THE 
BOTTOI1 Of THE APPROXIMATELY SIX METER DEEP CAVE, THEY 
DUG fOR GOLD BUT fOUND NONE. THE CAUf WAS ABOUT 2. 5 TO 
THREE METERS WIDE. WILE LEAVING THE CAVE, THEY SAW A 
NUI1BER Of BONES. THEY THOUGHT THE BONES WERE PIC BONES 
8UT SAW A JAW BONE AND SIIALL TEETH LIKE HUMN TEETH. 
THEY GOT SCARED AND LEfT. AfTER LEARNING ON 8 MAY THAT 
THE TEAll VAS IN THE AREA, HE WENT TO THE CAVE AND 
RECOVERED ~ TOOTH. HE TOOl THE TOOTH TO KIM BOI 
VillAGE; HOWEVER ARRIVED TO LATE TOO TALK TO THE TEAM 
WHICH WAS DEPARTlHG fOR HAHOL AT THIS POINT IN IHE 
INTERVIEV, HE GAVE \/HAT APPEARED TO BE AN ANIIIAL TOOTH 
TO THE TEAll. ACCORDING TO KlEM, THE OTHER REIIAINS IN 
THE CAVE CONSISTED Of VARIOUS SMAll BONES ABOUT THE SIZE 
Of A F INGER BONE. THE LONGEST BONE liAS ABOUT FIVE 

. IItCHES LONG. THERE WERE AlSO SEVERAL PIECES OF FLAT 
BONE ABOUT THE SIZE Of THREE FINGERS TOGETHER \/HICH.HE 
BElIEvtD \/ERE THE SKUll BONES. AfTER SOME DISCUSSION 
AND EXAHINATIOH OF THE TOOTH BY THE MEDICAL AND CILHI 
REPRESENTATIVES, IT WAS DETERMINED THE REMAINS WERE 
ANIMAL. HE RECALlED AS A YOUNG IIAH THE 1m DOI/NING OF 
WHAT HE HEARD VAS AN F4H ON TU SOH 1I0UNTAIN ABOVE THE 
SCHOOl. HE SAV TlIQ PARACHUTES, BUT THEY DID HOT LAND IN 
TU SON VILLAGE. HO AIRCRAFT OR PILOTS LANDED IN THE 
MOUNTAINS SURiOUNDINC LANG TUNG. HE REIIEMBERS THIS AS A 
FIERCE TIME OF liAR AND THE YEAR HE BECAME TEN YEARS OL D. 
BEFORE THAT HE HEIJER HEARD ANYTH ING AND HE NEVER HEARD 
OLD Fom TAU ABOUT ANY OTHER INCIDENT. 

12) SUI VAN K ICH IS A 15 YEAR OLD RESIDENT OF XOII 
TEN, LANG THUNG, TU SON. HE HAS LIVED HERE SINCE HIS 
B I RTK. THE ONL Y I NC I DE NT HE HAS HEARD ABOUT liAS THE 
CRASH OM TU SON MOUNTAIN NEAR THE ROAD. HE DID NOT SEE 
THE CRASH, BUT HAD HEARD ABOUT I T. HE DOES NOT REI1EMBER 
WAT YEAR. NO AMERICANS OR PILOTS WERE EVER SHOT DOl/lf 
IN LANG TUNG. THIS INCIDENT HAPPENED IN LANG CU BUT HE 
NEVER WENT TO SEE THE CRASH SITE. HE IIORKS AS A 
MOUNTAIN FARMER. UM NUONG ClOIi. 

III BUI VAN GHIHH IS A 64 YEAR OLD RESIDENT OF XO~ 

KHA, LANG TUNG, TU SON. THE ONLY AIRcaAFT TO CRASH IN 
THE AREA THAT HE VAS AWARE OF WAS THE AIRCRAFT \/!IICH 

DLVR;CDR JTF·FA HOHOLULU HIISI. .. ACT l1li0 PROVIDED THEIR ACCOUNTS AS FOLLOWS: 
- III BUI VAN KIEll IS A J& YEAR OLD fARMER LIVING IN RTD:04&-909/COPIES:909S 

THE AREA. HE SliPPLEMENTS HIS INCOME BY SEARCHING FOR 
ALLUVIAL GOLD W ICH IS FOUND THROUGHOUT THE AREA. ONE 
DAY DURING HAY 1m, HE AND HIS FRIEND, BUI VAN TON, 
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CRASHED ON TU .SON CLIFF DURING 1314. HE SAil 1110 
PARACHUTES BUT DID NOT GO SEE CRASH SITE. HE DOES NOT 
KNOI/\/HAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT I T liAS. HE BEL IEUED THE 
A I RCRAfT CRASHED BECAUSE IT liAS BURN I NG BUT 0 I 0 NOT KNOll 
\/HY IT liAS 8URNING. AT THE lIHE OF m INCIDENT, HE liAS 
A MEHBER OFm LEADERSHIP GRooP OF THE VillAGE 
COOPERATIVE. ACCORDING TO \/HAT HE HEARD, THE PILOTS 
11m CAPTURED IN DU SANG. HE DOES NOT REAll Y RECALL 
PRECISELY THE DATE. AS FAR AS HE KNEll, NO OTHER 
INCIDENTS OCCURRED IN THIS AREA. 
. m AFTER COnPLETiHG THE I NTERVI EI/S, THE TEAM 
IIAlXED TO TH~ LAST KNOIIH LOCATION 1WHH53551. THEY TOOK 
A ROUNDABOUT ROUTE AND COVERED MUCH OF THE AREA ON THE 
SOUTHEASTERN PORTIOM OF LANG THUNG VillAGE. THIS AREA 
IS A FAIRLY IIIDE OPEN PLATEAU III TH NUMEROUS KARST 
OUTCROPPIHGS JUTTING UP FROH THE GROUND. LARGE PORTIONS 
Of THE AREA ARE NOli UNDER CULTIVATION IN VARIOUS CROPS 
REQUIRING LiTTlE IIATER. THE ENTIRE AREA IS FillED IIITH 
BOTH NATURAL CAVES AND DEEP PITS DUG BY GOLD HINERS. 
THERE ARE A FEll AREAS OF JUNGLE STIll REMAINING. THE 
SPECifIC AREA OF THE COORDINATES ABOVE liAS FIXED BY BOTH 
GPS IlACHIHE AND HAP IRACKING. THIS AREA IS PRESENTlY 
COVERED IIITH APPROXIIIATEl Y 11} fOOT HIGH ElEPHANT GRASS 
PHD EMERGING JUNGLE GROIITH. 
• (5) DURING THIS IIALX, THE TEAH STOPPED TO CHAT IIITH 
A GROUP OF fARIIERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. ONE of THESE HAS 
AN APPROXIMATELY SIXTY YEAR OLD IIAN 1/110 SAID HE HAD 
LIVED AND IIORKED IN THE AREA All H IS LIFE. THE ONLY 
INCIDENT \/HleN OCCURRED IN THE AREA HAS THE CR~SH OF THE 
AIRCRAFT INTO TU SON /lOUNTAIN NEAR THE ROAD. THE PILOT 
OR PILOTS IN THIS INCIDENT HAD LANDED IN DU SANG VillAGE 
AND HE DID NOT KNOll WAT THEIR FATE HAS. 
- 16J THE TEAll HAS NOT ABLE TO IIAU TO THE ROUNDED 
OUT GEOGRAPHIC COORDII+ATES WICH EQUAIE TO 1111458961; 

HUNDRED HETER VIDE VALLEY THROUGH IIH ICN AN f -, COULD fl Y 
LOV; HOVEVtR, THE MOUNTAINS ON EITHER SIDE ARE BEST 

• DESCRIBED AS CLIFFS. TNERt ARE S!1ALL HIlLS ON THE VALLEY 
fLOOR. NEITHER THIS LOCATION OR THE 1IH"5955 LOCATION 

• ARE CONSISTENT '11TH THE INFORMATlOI+ IN THE _ AND 
7 DEBRIEfS. 

- V. AFTER COMPLETING THE INTERVIEWS IN LANG THUNG, 
THE TEAM FLEV TO Kin BOI AND DROVE BACK TO GO THAO 
HAMlET (SHOIlll AS 001 nu ON THE IIAP (1IH'696), DU SANG 
VILLAGE, IIH£RE THEY MET HR. BIll VAN PIEH, THE DU SANG 
PEOPlES COl'llllTTEE CHAIRMAN AND BACH DUC THAI, THE 
VILLAGE SECRETARY. THEY INTRODUCED THE TEAll TO THREE 
VI TNESSES. 

UJ BACH CHU DOC, 51 YOA. VillAGE CHIEF IN 1912. 
THIS HAS A POSITION HE ATTAINED UPON HIS RETURN TO 
VillAGE IN EARLY 1m. NE KNEV NOTHING ABOUT EARLIER 
INCIDENTS. THE ONLY AIRCRAfT HE KNEW ABOUT liAS THE 21 
JULY 1312 CRASH OF AN AIRCRAFT FIVEXIlonETERS AllAY IN 
TU SON VlllAGL HE SAil ONE PILOT BAIl OUT AND LAND 
ABOUT fIVE HUNDRED IlETERS FROH1IIIERE THE TEAll liAS 

···'StnIHG. THE PILOT HAS A CAUCASIAN ·AND BEARD HE liAS A 
MAJOR~ HE liAS ABOUT 1.12 HmRS TALL ITW CEHIIHETERS 
TAllER THAN IIITNESS)' HE HAD KNOIlll THE PILOTS HAME, BUT 
HAD SINCE FORGOTTEN IT. IIITHESS liAS ONE OF THREE THAT 
CAPTURED BUT ACTUALLY NOT ONE 11110 DID THE CAPTURING 
BECAUSE HE VAS THE BOSS. IF THERE liAS A SECOND PILOT, 
HE DID NOT LAND IN THIS AREA. \/HEN THE FIRST liAS 
CAPTURED THE DISTRICT OFFICIALS TOOK CONTROL Of HIli 
RIGHT AllAY AND MOVED HIn FRail THE VILLAGE. AfTER THAT 
HE DOES NOTINOII \/HAT HAPPENED TO THE PILOT. HE OlD NOT 
HEAR RUMORS ABOUT THE mE OF THE AIRCRAfT, BUT AS IT 
HEll oun, IT APPEARED TO HIH AND OTHER LOCALS TO BE AN 
m. THE TEAM WED TO CLARIFY Hall HE KNEll THIS 
IHfORIlATION BUT RECEIVED NO CLEAR AHS\/fR. THERE \/fRE A 
LOT OF AIRCRAFT IN THE AREA AND HE HAS HOT SURE WHAT 
CAUSED THE AIRCRAFT TO CRASH OR .1IIIAT DIRECTlQN IT HAS 
flYING \/HEN IT HAS HIT. HE BEARD TH EXPLOSION AND 
NOTICED THE AIRCRAFT AT THAT TillE: RF DOES HOT RECAll 
IF THE AIRCRAFT HAS SMOKING OR BURNING BECAUSE IT liAS SO 

LONG AGO. 
• (21 BUI VAN NIEU HAS A 18 YEAR OLD FARnER. HE 
LIVED IN THE AREA DURING THE ENTIRE liAR. ONE INCIDENT 
OCCURRED JUST AS THE PREVIOUS IIITHESS HAD SAID. DURING 
THE 1m IHCIDENT, HE HAS ABOUT FOUR OR FIVE KILOMETERS 

DLVR:CDR JTf·FA HONOLULU HI (5' ... ACT HOI/EVER, DID FLY OVER THESE COORDINATES. THE HEliCOPTER 
HADE TIIO SLOII PASSES OVER IHE AREA PERMITTING THE TEAM 
MEMBERS A CLEAR VIEII AND THE ABILITY TO F IX THE LOCAT ION 
BASED ON THE TERRAIN FEATURES SHOIlll ON THE HAP. IHE 
VALLEY REPORTED IN IIR PATTERSON'S LETTER IS A SEVERAL 
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INCIDENT. HE SAV THE PILOT WIlEN HE CAllE BACK BUT COULD 
HOT ClUE ANY DESC~IPTION OF THE PILOT AS HE DID NOT SEE 
THAT CLEARL Y. INITIAll Y, HE SAID HE KNEll Of NO 
INFORItATION ~EGARDING AHY AI~CRAFT CRASHES IH 1967. 

S AfTER CONSUlTAiiON VITH THE SEC~ETARY, HE ADMITTED THERE 
E ' /tAD BEEN ONE INCIDENT Olt 11 SEP 61 ABOOT SIX OR mu 
C KIlOMETERS NORTH OF THE VillAGE. TIIO PILOTS PARACHUTED 

T 
FROM THE AIRCRAfT LANDING lit XOH HUOC DUC. THE AIRCRAfT 
ALSO CRASHED IN XOH NUOC DUC. THIS ALSO BELONGS TO DU 

I SANG VILLAGE. AT THIS POINT MR BACH, THE P~EVIOUS o WITNESS INTERJECTED THE PilOTS INCLUDED ONE AHERICAN AND 

N 
OHE AUSIRJLIAN. nR. NIEU CONTINUED SAYING THE MILITIA 
CAUGHT BOTH ALIVE. ONE HAS A FIRST LIEUTENANT AND THE 

A OTHER A HAJOR. THE VILLAGE SECRETARY WIIO RETURNED IN 

L 1981, INTERJECTED THAT HE HAD HEARD FROII HIGHER 
OfFICIALS THAT ONE OF THE nEll liAS AUSTRAlIAJI. NONE OF 
THE THREE KNEll WAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT VAS INVOLVED III 

M THIS INCIDENT. NIEU SAID HE VAS IN THE VILLAGE HIL ITIA 

S
AT rHE mE. HE SAil THE TIro PILOTS BUT DOES NOT RECALL 
ANY DETAILS Of THE PILOT'S APPEARANCE. THE HlliTIA 

G TURNED THE TI/O PILOTS OVER TO THE DISTRICT. AFTER THAT 
NIEU DID NOT KNOV ANYTHING ELSE. NONE OF THE AIRCRAFT 
IS RECOVERABLE BECAUSE IT HAS BEEN TOTALLY SCAVENGED. 
AT THAT T I ME, THEY HAD JUST GONE TO GE T THE RICE. NO 
OTHER AIRCRAFT OR PILOTS 11m DOWNED IN THE AREA. 
- IJ) BUI QUE BIEN IS A ~8 YEAR OLD VillAGER. HE 
L IUEO III THE AREA BETWEEN 1968 AND 1975. DURING THAT 
PERIOD. ONLY ONE AIRCRAfT CRASHED ON THE LAND UNDER DU 
SANG VILLAGE COITRO!. THAT AIRCRAFT CRASHED ON 17 SEP 
1967. HE RECALLS THE DATE DUE TO THE FACT THEY HAD. TO 
GET TOGETHER TO DO THE RICE HARvtST. THE AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED IN NUOC Due HAIILET BUT DOES HOT RECALL THE TYPE 
or AIRCRAfT. BOTH PILOTS IN THE AIRCRAFT EJECTED AND 
THE nIL ITiA CAUGHT .THEII SOON THEREAFTER. HE liAS HOT 
THERE WIlEN THEY WERE CAUGHT BUT ARR I VED SHam Y 
AFTERIIARDS. BOTH IIUE TALL, BIG AND HEALTHY. NEITHER 
VAS WOUNDED. THE/lllITIA TURNED THEil OVER TO THE 
DISTRICT SHOmy AFTER THEIR CAPTURE. HE DID NOT RECAll 
ANY OF THE DISTRICT OFFICIALS INVOLVED. REGARQING THE 

SECOND INCIDENT, HE HEARD THE PILOT CAnE DOliN IN THE 
VillAGE. HE liAS NOT ACTUALLY IN THE AREA WIIERE THE 
PILOT CAnE DOIIH SO DID NOT SEE, tHE. P.ILOT AND VAS ONL Y 
REPORTING HEARSAY INFORnATION. HE HEARD ONE Pit OT 
LAItO'EIJ NEAR THE PLACE WIIERE TilEY' VERE NOV TAL KING. THE 
PLANE CRASHED THREE OR FOUR KILonETERS AVAY FRon HERE IN 
TU SON. HE DID NOT KHOII WAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT. HE DID 
NOT HEAR INFO REGARDING THE CAPTURE OF A SECOND PILOT. 
ALSO HE IIAD HEARD NO INfORnATION REGARDING A PILOT BEING 
KillED OR DEAD IN THIS AREA. ArTER COI1PLETING THIS 
I NTERVIE v, THE TEAH RETURNED TO Kin BOL 
- V. THE TEAn VAS DISSATISFIED RnARDING THE LACK Of 
SP.oNTANEITY IN THE PREVIOUS DAYS INTERVIEVS IN 001 nu. 
ON SATURDAY HORNING, 16 HAY, THE TEAH APPROACHED HR. CHU 
HR. NGOC AND HR DIUE Of THE PROVINCE TEAn AND EXPLAINED 
THEY BEL IEVEO THE TEAH HAD INTERVIEWED VIINESSES WO HAD 
RECEIVED sanE Of THEIR INFORnATlON--NAHELY THE OATES 
FRan ElSEVHERE THAN THE I R HEnORY. FURTHER, THE TEAn liAS 
NOT CONFIDENT THE PEOPlE HAD BEEN FREE TO TALK--EVEN 
THOUGH CHU AND SEVERAL DISTRICT AHD PROVINCE .oFFICIALS 
HAf} ENCOOIAGEIl' UBI TO ANSVER QUESltOltS •• HR. CHU 
EXPRESSED FRUSTRATION AT THIS LATE REQUEST STARING HE 
HAD ALREADY RElEASED CERTAIN ASSETS, THE JE,EP BEING ONE. 
FURTHER, THE TEAH HAS SCHEDULED TO lEAVE IN ABOUT THREE 
HOURS AND IT VAS NECESSARY TO NOTIFY THE VillAGE 
OFFICIALS. THE INTERVIEIlER REPLIED ALL HE VANTED TO DO 
liAS GO BACK TO THE VILLAGE, KNOCK ON A FEll DOORS AHD 
TALK TO SOliE LONG TIllE RESIDENTS OF THE AREA IN ORDER TO 
DETERMINE IF THE IHfORMI/ON OF THE PREVIOUS DAY VAS 
ACCURATE. IIR. CHU ASKED FDa ABOUt. AN HOU~ TO SEE VHAT 
COULD BE DONE. AT Jlm. CAPTAIN .1 ' HR. _ 
AHD TSH _ DEPARTED FOR DU SANG UltlAGE. VHEN 
THEY ARRIVED, NO VillAGE OFFICIALS 11m PRESENT. THE 
TEAM VAS PERHITTED TO VAlK UP TO INDIVIDUALS AND HAS 
GIUEN TOTAL FREEDOII TO GO TO ANY HOUSE AND ASK ANYONE 
THEY DESIRED WIIATEVER THEY VANTED. AFTE~ TALKING TO 
THREE VITNESSES, THE TEAH DETERMINED THEY HAD TALKED 
VITH TVa VERY GENUINE IHDIUIDUALS VHO PROVIDED 
INfORIIATlON AS THEIR HEMORY RECAllED IT. THIS 
INfORHATlON HAS COI1PLETElY CONSISTENT VI TH THE 
INFORMAT 101t LEARNED THE DAY BEFORE AND PROVIDED SOHE 
Al1PlIFI CATIOH. THEI~ ACCOUNTS FOLLOII: 

III HR. BUI VAN THU IS A 54 YEAR OLD FARIIER. HE 
liAS PROBABLY PRESENT IN THE HOUSE DU~IHG THE INTERUIEVS 
ON 15 IIAY, AS HE STATED HE mv THE TEAH'S PURPOSE AS 
THEY HAD BEEN IN THE VILLAGE THE PREVIOUS DAY. HE 
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HE HAS SAytNG. MR. PHue IIfATlENTLY TOLD HIH TO AHSIlER 
THE IHTERVIEIlERS' QUESTIOHS AfTER \/HICH HR. THU 
RESPONDED HORE READILY. ACCORDING TO THU, THERE IlERE 
TWO INCIDEHTS IN THE VILLAGE AREA DURINe THE liAR. THE 

:$ FIRST oecORRED IN UbI, POSSIBLY IN THE HIDDLE OF THE 
I . YEAR, BUT HE HAS NOT SURE. THE PILoTs LANDED IN THE' 
C NUOC DUC AREA. BOTH PILOTS IlERE CAPTURED ALIVE AND 

FORWARDED TO HIGHER HEADQUARTERS DURING THE EVENINC OF 
T THE DAY OF THE IR CAPTURE. AS NEAR. AS HE COULD RECALL, 
lONE WAS ABOUT INTERVIEIlER'S SIZE 1ST). THE SECOND HAS o OLDER lOVER 3ID AND TALLER. HE DID NOT KNOll \/HERE. OR 

. \/HY THE PUNE CRASHED • 
. N . m THE SECOND IIIlNESS liAS A 64 YEAR OL D FARMER 
A NAMED BACH CONG THIET. AFTER CONCLUDING INTERVIEWS ON 

L THE DAY BEfORE II) MYI, THE TEAM HAD IIAL KED THE 
APPROXIHATEl Y 4U8-598 METERS TO THE LOCATION \/HERE TEAH 
VEHIClES IlERE PARKED. THERE HAS A LARGE CROW OF 

M AP~ROXIMATEl Y 29g·399 PERSONS VATCHING THE TEAM. ONE OF 

$ 
THESE HAS MR THIET. THE INTERVIEIlER HAD SHAKEN HIS HAND 
AND TALKED BRIEFLY IIITH HIM. \/HEN THE TEAH ARRIVED ON 

G THE 16TH, Mt THiEl HAS STAHDING EACERL Y BY THE ROAD AND 
OBVIOUSL Y WAHTED TO TAU WITH THE TEAM •. THEIliTERVIEIlER 
IlENT OVER AND OBTAINED THE FOlLOWING INFORMATION. 
DURING THE liAR, THERE IlERE THREE PILOTS CAPTURED IN THE 
VILLAGE. OHE HAD LAHDED ON THE Hill ABOUT OKE HUNDRED 
METERS FRON \/HERE THE TEAM HAS SIANDIKG. HE HAS 
CAPTURED IIIItEDIATEl Y AND TURNED OVER TO THE DISTR ICT 
ABOUT 4-) HOURS AfTER HIS CAPTURE. AS FAR AS HE KHE W, 

THm HAS ONLY ONE INDIVIDUAL IN THE AIRCRAfT \/HICH 
CRASHED 1M TU SON VILLAGE "EAR THE ROAD. AS NEAR AS HE 
COULD RECAll, THE INCIDENT HAD OCCURRED IN 1916. THE 
SECOND INCIDENT INVOlVED TWO PILOTS \/HO LAHDED IN NUOC 
DUC HAHlET TO THE HORTH. ONE PILOT LANDED IN THE . 
VillAGE AND THE LOCALHIL ITIA CAUGHT HIM IMMEDIATELY. 
;fHE SECOND PIl'OT EVADED FOR THREE OR FOUR HOURS AND WAS 

. . . 
CAUGHT. HE ONLY SAil THE FIRST PILOT BUT COULD. HOT 
DESCRIBE HIM OlllER THAH TAll AND BIG. HE DID HOT KNOW 

THE AIRCRAFT TYPE. 
- UI THE FINAL IIIlNESS, BUI VAN SANG HAS A )9 YEAR 
OLD FARMER. AS THE ItAII HAS IIAlKIH6' TOliAiDS A CROUP OF 
ROUSES TO LOOX FOR AN IHTERVIEIlEE. THEY PASSED A SHALl . 

'PAVILION CONTAINING \/HAT IS APPARENTLY THE VillAGE 
HEARSE AND A FEW SHALL BEHCHE$. INSIDE HAS A FAIRL Y , 
LARCE CROW OF VillAGERS \/HO HAD GATHERED TO WATCH THE 
F ORE I CNERS. THE OLDEST lOOK I NG OF THESE HAS Itt SANG. 
THE IHTERVIEIlER APPROACHED HIH AND MADE SOME SHAll TAlX 
AND ASKED IF HE WOULD BE WILL ING TO TALK TO THE TEAM. 
HE SAID THE TEAH SHOULD COME TO HIS HOUSE FOR TEA. rHE 
TEAM ACCOIfAHIED HIH AND LEARNED THE FOllOIIING 
INFORIIATION. THERE IlERE TIIO INCIDENTS \/HICH HAD 
OCCURRED 1M THE VILLAGE DURING THE liAR. ONE INCIDENT 
ABOUT 18B9-12S8 ONE DAY 1M PROBABLY /lID-un HE BEARD A 
PLANE FLY OVERHEAD HEADING EAST. HE BEARD AN EXPLOSION 
AND SECONDS LATER OBSERVED ONE PARACHUTE \/HICH DRIFTED 
DOIIH INTO THE VILLAGE AREA. THE /lILiTIA I MilE 0 IATEL Y 
CAPTURED THE PILOT AHD TURNED HIH OVER TO THE DISTRICT 
FORCES LATER THAT DAY. HE DID NOT KHOII THE. TYPE OR 
CRASH SlTrOF THE AIRCRAfT •.. THr SECOIIDIRCIOEHT 
OCCURRED IN NUOC DUC. HE 010 NOT RECALL THE YEAR BUT IT 
WAS PRIOR TO THE 1972 INCIDENT. IN THIS CASE, TWO 
PilOTS LAHOED IN NUOC DUG BETIlEEN IBBB AND 1209. ONE OF 
THESE LANDED IN THE VILLAGE AND THE HILITIA CAUGHT HIM 
IHitEDIATHY~ THE OTHER WAS CAIiGHT ABOUT UBS: THEY 
IlERE TAKEN TO DISTRICT EITHER THAT NIGHT OR THE 
FOllOlIlNG HORNING •. ONE liAS ABOUT 5'1" AND THE OTHER 
ABOUT 5' 11". m TALLER ONE liAS OLDER. HE 010 NOT KNOll 
IIHm THE AIRCRAfT CRASHED •. HE THOUGHT THE· INCIDENT 
H I GMT HAVE OCCURRED IN JUl Y AS IT WAS HOT AND IT 
OCCURRED \/HEN THE VILLAGERS IlENT TO THE JUNGlE TO GET 
BAMBOO SHOOTS. HE 010 NOT SEE THE AIRCRAfT, ONLY HEARD 
THE EXPLOSION. HE SURMISED BOTH AIRCRAfT WERE SHOT DOWN 
BY MISSILES. 
- X. AfTER COIfLETlNG THIS INTERVIEII, /lUOI ASKED IF 
THE TEAM DESIRED TO TALK TO ANYONE ELSE •• CONSIDERING 

. THE TIHE AND THE TWO CLEAR ACCOUNTS \/HICH SUPPORTED ALL 
PREVIOUS ACCOIJNTS. THE TEAll DECIDED THERE liAS NOTHING 
FURTHER TO BE ACCOIfL ISHED AND DEPARTED THE AREA. 

Y. AfTER ARRIVING IN KIM BOI. HR. lOI CAME TO HR 
JIIIIIII AND REPORTED THEY, TOO, AGREED THE TESTIHONY ON 
THE mH HAD BEEN STIlTED AND THEY HAD NOT UNDERSTOOD 
\/HY AS THEY HAD TOLD THE OFfiCIALS TO BE rULlY 
COOPERATIVE. DURING THE MORNING'S WORK IHEY HAD TAlKED 
TO SOME OF THE MEN PRESENT THE DAY BEFORE AND DISCOVERED 
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RHRANSnlTTAL OF nESSAGE 
UNCL ASS I f I EO 8136 nAY 92 
DIA PASS TO DOD POW·HIA CENTRAl DOCUMENTATION OffiCE 
SUBJECT: REPORT Of EXCAVATI ON/RE I HVEST I CAT! ON OF CASE 
9&91 ,!PATTERSON) 

4. MATERIAL EVIDENCE: 
. A. REF PARA Jl2. ONE IImESS TURNED OVER TO THE 
HAIl IIlIAT APPEARS TO 8E A KHAK I NAVY OR nAR I NE BEl T IIITH 

S GOLD COLORED 8U~KlE. THIS IIllL BE FORVARDED fOR fURTHtR 
E ANAL YSIS. 
G - 'B. REf PARA JTl. THE TEAll OBSERVED AND 

PHOTOGRAPHED A PIEcE Of PLEXIGLASS WICH VAS REPORTEDLY 
T ,FROII A CANOPY THE IIllNESS SAID liAS SIMI~AR TO THE 

b, RfCOI1NENDED FUTURE ACT IONS: 
• A. PROVINCE SHOULD CONTINUE LOOKING FOR DOCUI1ENTS 
REGARDING THIS INCIDENT, INfARTlCU[AR',' conPLETEREPORTS 
OF THE INCIDENT. 
• B, PROVINCE SHOULD CONTINUE TO LOOK fOR THE CRASH 

SITE PERTINENT TO THIS INCIDENT. 
. C. PROVINCE SHOULD ATTEI1PT TO LOCATE INDIVIDUALS 

INVOLIIED IN THE ATTEMPTS TO mOilER REnAINS fROM THE 
REPORTED GRAVE S lIE AKD I N OTHER ASPE CTS OF TH I S CASE. 
lIlO NAnES IIlIICH CAI1E Al/AllABlE VERE "nINH" 1IlI0 ESCORTED 
I1CDAHlELS !PROBABLY A Kin 801 DISTRICT OffICIAL! AND 
BUI VAN TlNH, THE DISTRICT PARTY SECRETARYAJ THAT TlI1E. 

1. PERTIHENT DATA OR LOCATION CHANCES. CHANGE LAST 
KHOllllLOCATION fROIIW4J48S& TO W4H84I. THIS IS A 
REf IKEI1ENT OF THE PREVIOUS INVESHGATIONTCHANCE WICH 
WAS BASED ON MAP TRACKING. THE 11TH ITEUTIOH TEAn VAS 
ABLE TO IIISI T THE SITE, AND CONf IRn THE LOCATiON BASED 
OH GPS READINGS AND IIIlNESS INTERVIElIS. 

8. AREA OR CASE filE INfORHATfOlfNOr INVESTlGATfD. 
- A. THE TEAn ATTEnPTED TO LOCATE THE ,CRASH SITE. 
OTHER THAN RUIIORS THAT I T liAS L OCAlED 1M KY SON 
DISTRICT, THEY VERE NOT ABLE !O fiX A CRASH SITE. 
- B. THE TEAM UNSUCCESSfl'll Y AlTElIPTEI), TO LOCAlE I f ORVARD PORTI ON Of THE CANOPY ON PHOTOGRAPH OF AN A6A. 

o THE PIECE Of PLEXIGLASS VAS APPROXlnATEL Y 8 INCHES BY 19 , 

N INCHES AND ABO~T .. 313 INCH THICK. 

DOCUMENTS PERT I HENT TO TH I S I NC I DENT. IIR. THANH 
momD TO THE TEAH THAT HE vam D ATTEMPT TO RECom 
DOCUMEKTS AND nAKE THEn AIIAILABLE TO THE UNOSMP. 

A 
L 

M 
S 
G 

S. SURII£YI£XCAVAT I ON RESU[ TS: 
- A. A GRID Of 8 X 12 lifTERS liAS SET UP TO EVALUATE 
THE lOCATION SElECTED BY AN INFORMAHT AS THE PLACE Of 
BURIAL, IIITH THE SPECifiC SPOT IN THE APPROXlnATE 
CENTER. THE SOIL liAS SYSTEnATICAll Y EXCAVATED AND THEN 
EXAnlNED IN 114 IHCH MESH SCREENS rROM THE GRIDS \/\IICH 
INCLUDED THE PURPORTED BURIAL SPOT AIID AlL ADJACENT 2 BY 
2 METER SQUARES. AREAS EAST, VEST AND SOUTH !1.IP SL OPEl 
OF THE GRID VERE STRIPPED Of SURFACE VEGETATJONtRAKED, 
AND IHTEHSIVELY SURfACE SURVEYED. IIUCK Of THE AREA 
IIITHIIi THE GRID CONSISTED Of ROCK OUTCROPPINGS. ,THESE' 
ROCKY AREAS VE~E CLEANED. IIITH CREVlCES BE I NG Due OUT. A 
GUll Y AT THE BOTTO~ Of THE GRID liAS CLEANED OF SMAll 
Rom. THEN RAKED AND CAREFUllY INSPECTED. m ENmE 

, UNGTH CF THE Gum BmND m PROJECT ~REA ~AS ,AU:ED 
OVER NUI1EROIJS TIMES. 
- B. 'RESUlTS: NO HOlIAN REIlAIHS OR ART!fAm Of J;NY 
TYPE VERE fOUND IN JHE PROJ~CT AREA OR THE GUll Y. THE 
SOIL AT THE PURPOilTED BURIAL LOCATIOK SHOIlED NO SIGHS OF 
~mG SUBmNTIVELY DlsmB~D fOR ?LACEI1ENT OR REnOIl~l 
OF REMINS. THE EXTENSIVE ROC~ EXPOSURES A~D ma Oll 
SOIL CONDITIONS OVER MUCH OF THE FROJECT 4REA, AS 

,CONDITIONS EXISTED AT THE Tint OF THIS EXCAVATION, VOU1D 
HAVE PRECLUDED ANYTHING OTHER THAN A SHAllOIl BURIAL IN A 
FEll PLACES ON THE STEEP ROCKY SLOPE. 

- C. THE TEAM UNSUCCESSFUlLY ATTEMPTED TO lOC~TE 
DISTRICT AND PROVINCIAL LEVEL OffiCiAlS INVOlVED IN THE 
INCIDENT. Tva HAnES SURFACED AND THE VHOSnP SAID THEY 
vaULD CONTINUE TO ATTE/IPT TO LOCATE THESE INDIVIDUALS. 

9. ANAL YSI' S COI1MENTS: 
• A. IIIlNESSES VERE IHTERVIEVED SEPARATEl Y AT THE, 
SITE. VHEH QUESTIONED CONCERNING THE LOCATION Of THE 
SHOOTING OR BURIAL ALL POINTED TO THE SAllE SPOT. ONE 

, " 

III TRESS TURNED OVER A HIL JTARY ISSUE TYPE BElT TO THE 
ClJSTODY Of THE JOINT TEAll, THAT HE ALlEGED HE HAD TAKEN 
fROM THE AHERICAN PILOT WO HAD BEEN SHOT AN9 BURIED AT 

BT 
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RETRANSMITTAl OF I1ESSAGE 
UIICL ASS I FIE 0 BIl6 MAY 92 
DIA PASS TO DOD POII·HIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OffiCE 
SUBJECT: REPORT Of EXCAVAT I ONIRE INVESTIGATION Of CASE 
ml rPAmRSONI 
THIS LOCATION. ALL IIITNESS TESTlI10NY AT THE SITE liAS 
COMPAT I BLE WITH THE KNOl/H fACTS OF TH I S CASE. 
· 8. ONE MJOR AREA Of CONCERN liAS THE' CLAIM THE BODY 
HAD BEEN BURIED IN A COffiN. VITNESSES AGREED NO ACTUAL 
corr IN HAD BEEN USED, BUT RATHER ONE OR T\IO BOARDS H,AO 
Bm USED. REPORTEDLY, THE BODY WAS LAI D ON A BOARD AND 
liN SOME STATEMEHTSI ANOTHER SOARD PUTOH TOP OF THE 
BODY. 
• C. SEVERAL IIIlNESSES INDICATED THE GROUND HAD 
ERODED OR THERE HAD BEEN LANDSLI DES I N THE AREA. TH I S 
SEEMS CONS I STENT VI TH THE LAY OF THE LAND. 
ADDITIONAllY, ONE..oF THE IIITNESSES CLAIMED A LARGE CLUMP 
OF BAI1BOO HAD SlID DOliN THE Hill AND CONTINUED TO GROll 
THERE. AlTHOUGH SOMElIIIAT SKEPT ICAL Of THISCLAIH, AT 
AIIOTHER SITE, THE TEAM OBSERVED A CLUl1P Of BAMBOO WHICK 
HAD fALLEN OVER MAKlKG THE ROOT SYSTE~ VISIBLE. THE 
ROOTS WERE VERY SHALL AND SEEM TO SUPPORT THE WI TNESS' S 
CLAIMS. 
· D. WITNESS IESTIMONY AT THE SI TE STATED THAT THE 
PILOT WAS SHOT ON 21 OR 2J HAY 1966 OR 1967. THE OTHER 
PilOT HAD BEEH CAPTURED AROUND THE mH Of MY 
APPROXIMTELY 1·1 mOIlETERS ON·THE OIHER SIDE Of IH£ .. 
HilL. ANOTHER VIlNESS SAID THE PlLIlTS HAD EJECTED CLOSE 
TOGETHER AND CAilE DOl/ll ABOUT ONE llLOHE'fER APART. THESE 
ARE ALL CONSISHHT VITH THE mORDS OF THIS INC!DEHT. 
- E. TWO VIlNESSES ALSO DESCRIBED HAVING SHN A 
BAllOON WITH A CABLE ATTACHED TO IT. TN!S COULD vm 
EASILY HAVE BEEN THt EXTkf.ClION sYm~ TliAT dAD am 
DROPPED TO LIEUTENANT PAmRSCN. 
-, 'F. AS DEHONSTRATED Ih THE 8~S 'C TEXf, m 
CHARACTER I sms OF THE LAND NEA~ !HE OL D LAST K~vl/ll 
LOCATION IIIHm95Si 80RE UTILE OR NO RESFIIBLANCE TO 
INfORMTION IN JTf 'FILES. ms lACr or HRRAIN 
SIMILARITY liAS fURT3ER REINF,ORCE& BY THE I~TtR\'IC\IS IIITH 
IJ WITNESSES, NONE Of lIIIOH PROVIDEC INFORMATION 
SUPPORTING 8691'S LOSS IN IHIS AREA. FURTHERHORE, THE 
TERRAIN IN THE DqNG DANH AREA, THUONG THIEN VILLAGE DID 
HATCH THAT IN THE RECORDS. THE VITNESSES PROVI DED 
INfORMTlON lIIIlCH .IS ALSO CONSISTENT WITH THE RECORDS. 

• G. REf PARA m. I/ITN~SS'S ACCOUNT sm THE 
CAPTURED PILOT W~S 41 YEARS OLD. AllEGEDL Y, THIS 
INFORMATION CANE FROII HIS 10 C~RD. THE TEAM ANALYST AND 
LINGUIST AlTEl1PTED TO LOCATE. ~ BASIS fOR TKIULAIII •. 
HOIIEVER, YEAR OF B I m, SQUADRON AND AClUAL AGE \/ERE ALL ' 
NEGATIVE. 
- H. REF PARA m. AlTHOUGH THE VI TNESS liAS NOT ABLE 
TO PROVIDE A CLEAR ACCOUNT OF THE CAPTURED PILOT'S 
CLOTHING, IT IS ABu/WANTl Y CLEAR THERE liAS A PILOT IN 
THEIR VILLAGE. THE ARGUMENT BETVtEN HE AND HIS IlIFE AND 
HIS MANNER OF HANOLIHG IT WERE CLEARLY A NATURAL AND 
UNSTAGED EVENT IN WICH TVa PEOPLE COULD NOT AGREE ON 
lIIIAf HAPPENED 25 YEARS PREVIOUSLY. 
- 'I. REF PARA 3S3: SEVERAL OF THE IIITNESSES REfERRED 
TO SUBSEQUENT TRIPS TO THE GRAVE SITE lIIIlCH THEY 
CONDUCTED OR HAD CONDUCTED AT HIGHER ECHElON 
INVESllGAT ION. THE REPORTS ARE SOHElIIIAT CONfUSING AND 
DO NOT AGREE AS TO THE oms; HOWEVER, THE FOLLOIIING 
PAlIERN mils TO EXIST. AN ImlAL VISlTVITHIN SEVERAL 
DAYS OF THE INCIDENT IN I!lIIC~MEDICAl PERSONHEl 
CONFIRMED DEATH BY SHOOTING. ANOTHER VISIT VITHIN A 
YEAR TO CHECK THE STATUS OF THE GRAVE ANDA' FINAlUISIT 
A NUMBER Of YE ARS AfTERIIARDS. lIII Il E THE ACTUAL HUMBER 
AND DATES Of VISITS HAY BE CONFUSED, HULTIPLEVISITS T.o 
THE SITE ARE CONSISTEKT IIITH THE FAIRLv'HIGH PERCENTAGE 
Of REMIHS RECOVERED IN CASES IN HOA BINH PROVINCE WHICH 
RESUl TED IN THE GEATH OF A PILOT. 
• J. RE~ PARA Jll, 2: BOTH VITNESSES DESCRIBED A 
CROUCHING, 'TVI5IING MOTION IIITH HANDS OUTSPREAD AS IN A 
TRADITIONAL IIESTERN. GIJKFIGKT' SCENE. THE MOVElIENTS TREY 
~ADE \/ERE CONSISTENT IInH BOIH DEliRIOUSNESS AND WITH AN 
INDIVIDUAL ATTEMPTING TO RISE AND KEEP HIS BALANCE IN 
SPITE OF ABRam LEG. 

lB. TEAH CHIEF COMMENTS: 
• A. THE MAJORITY Of THE INDIVIDUALS ASSIGNED TO m 
itAl1. PARTlCUlARl ~ THE VNOSIIP lIElIBERS.\/E.R[ HELrrw,.·AIID 
COOPERATIVE IN ASSISTING THE TEM. THERE WERE SEVERAL 
~EQI)ES!S M~DE BY THE TEAH lIIIlCH PUT THE VIETNAHESE 
CO~mRPAP.TS ON ThE SPOT ··PARTICULARLY THE LAST HINUTE 
TRIP TO DU SANG ~lllA~E TO INTERVIEV ADDITIONAL· 
WITNESSES. THEY CONSISTENHY AGREED TO THE REQUESTS OR 
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RETRAHSMITHl OF I1ESSAGE 
UNCLASSIFIED 0136 MAY 91 
DIA PASS TO DOD POV-I1IA CENTRAL DOCUIIENTATION OFF.lCE 
SUBJECT: REPORT OF EXCAVATION/REINVESTIGATION or CASE 
9691 IPATTERSOHi 
PROPOSED AL HRNATE COU~SES Of ACTION \/H ICH vm Eaum Y 
BEHEF I C I Al. 
- B. THE OKE EXCEnIOK TO iHIS RUlt INVOLVED THE 
I1ATTER OF AtRIAl PHOT~~P.APHY. I NIi IALl Y, THE TtAM liAS 
PER~mtD TO TAlE PHC'OGRAPIiS Of ANY AREA THEY DESIRED. 
THEY TOOK Nur,fP,OUS AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE DIG SITE 
AND SOf1E 1I1UTEDPHOTOGRAPHS OF THE LANG THUMG 
M14mmSI AREA. LAlER, THE TEAI1 VAS INFORMED THERE 

VAS A CENTRAL bOVERHI1EHl REGULATION REbARDIHb: 
PHOTOGRAPHING IN "INORrTY AREAS AND NO FURTHER 
PHOTOGRAPHY VAS ALlOVED. I1R. HGOC SAID GENERAL _ 
SHOULD BRING TKlS ISS~E UP AT THE KEXT EXPERTS TALKS SO 
THAT THE ISSUE 'C~LD a~ WSED VITH THE MINISTRY 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THAT LAV. 
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ARI-IN8TON ANN!;): 
MESSJ..G: CENTER 

R:)JTINE, !Y~ RtlHQSGGSM4 lez1S1Z 
~ Q11&122 Ja:.. 93 7'1'8 
rr. COR JTHA troNOLUUJ H!/JJU I 
TO SUPf2S W'JP.INGT~ DCJIPERS-6Sl~11 
!liFO WliITE HOUSE tlATICftAL SECURITY COUNCIL ilASH DC 

SEroEf WASI\IJK;TOI! DC! 100SD-ISAlPW-MIAII 
SECSlAT£ ~INGTOY DCIICAlOCSICCS1£AP1VLCII 
JOINT STAFf WASKIYGT05 DCIIOCJCS/J~/~'MI~/JS-JODI! 
IlSCINCPAC IICIOOI!.U HIIIJ3! JlQ.-MIJ 
USCINtPAC LO,VASHIUbTON DC DIA WASHINGTON OC1IPW-~IAII 
CIA WASIIIlI&TCW DC1 IDEAlSEAlIB/OOO/£AlIWiII 
CJTff A DET (WE SA)IG(OI: Tii 
CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB H!I/TAPC-PEO-HII 

tllCLAS I J)jOJ46!l11 
SECT!'*' 61 Of OJ , 
DIA PASS TO OC() ~rA CEIfTIAlIXtlJ(ENTATlOll flffICEII 
MSGID/SVS.RRM/CDR JTF-fAlJ211 
AMPJIlSUBJ: FIELD BlVESTlGt.Tlcti I!!PVRT Of CASE 0&91 (PATTERSi'M)1I 
RWAJJCftt (tA1Sf.l! BAiiGlOKJ15b9ZftFEBlilIl 
REF/B/JTF-fA DET ONE/2SU7037JAN9ZJI 
REF ICIJTF-F A ocra.fI2201.UZJIJII92/1 
"(Sfl. REf A IS THE DETAILED REPORT OF IIIV£STIGATIoo Of CASE 0691 
CCWllOCTED'* 5 Am fi tlEC£il8U 1990. REt a IS THE REPORT Of 
INTEIlVI£li Of AOOITIOOl. IiITWESs£S ASSOC1A.TEO VITH CASE 0691 ~Ntl THE 
ATTEMPT TO ReACti THE GRAvt: SITE ASSOCIATED WITH THIS CAS£:. W, 
IS THi REPORT OF EXCAvmauREIWESTlGATIOO Of CAsE O6S1 CONOUCTEO 
fitJ! 1 TO 16 ltAy 1992. THIS REPORT IS BASED ON CRS OBSERVATIONS 
AliI) fIEl.D ANALYSIS AIID !S liT II/TEWED TO PROIIIDE FINAL AJlALYTICAL 
ctXLUS!ONS. 
2. SlMtARY OF IIIVESnGATIC*S: ~ l;~ 3!!'RI,L1993'. A JOINT 
U.S./SRV TEAK RfTUrew£O TO THE EXCAVATION SITE ASSOCI~TED WrTH CASE 
U6~1-l-ilL ;HE TENt TKAlitlED TO TilE RfPORUO It«:WEIIT SIn LOCATED 
ASOVE DC*G O~1IIi IIAMlET. TIiOOIG TUI: VIU.AG£. Ult 80! DISum. HOA 
ElNi PROVINCE. 111 At.: mORT TO- OBTAla: AOOITIOIiAl [)ETAllS 011 TIi[ 
CASE. Til! UN( LIXATfD IMl AOOIiIOOI. EYE'iITNESSES O~ RECORDS 
ASSOCIATED IiITH THIS WE. THE TEAM TRAVELED TO THE SIn 
PREVlOOSlY EXCAVATED AS REPOmO IN REf C. A JOINT REVIEW Of THIS 
CASE AND DISCUSSIC* wITH VILlJ,GE OfFICIALS INDICATES THAT PREVIOIlS 
JOlla TEAMS HAVE EXtWJSTED TIfE LIST OF UDitI EYEWITNESSES. AfTER 
iE·SIlRVEY~ THE sm EXCAVATEfl DURI~ MA'( 1992, U.S. AIID 
\,IFrNAMrst tEAM M918E1S REC!H4EMlIED NO f~ ,THER ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN 
n TIllS SITE IIi ~ rm VILUGE, UM WI DISTRICT. ~A SINH 
PROVINCE. 
3, DETAILS Of INVESTIGATlOIUSlJRVEV: 

A. (Jj 2 APR SJ, ~ JOIrr US/VIETNAM INV£STlGATIVE ELEMEf<'T 
FORME!) r~ HANOI 70 RfTUlIII TO THE SITE Of ~REVIOOS INVESTIGATIOII AND 
REroJERV ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATE!} WITH CASE 069L THIS WAS THE THIRO 
JOIIiT TE~ TASKED IilTli THIS CASE. TII£ U.S. CONTINGENT CONS!SHO OF 
MR. lUTIi GAR\' FIJII.'.GAII, DETACII!£tiT 2 CASllALn' RESOUITICIi 
SPECIAL.IST. THE VIETNAMESE COORAl GOVERIiIEt.i CONTINGENT CQ.I4SrSTEO 
Of lIEUTENNlT COU)IEl PHAM CCJIG k~I (])HAHJ COONG KHOO!) , MINISTRY 
OF DEFENSE REPRESENTATIVE TO THE VIETNAM OffICE FOR SEEKING MISSING 
!lEIMIS i VIiOSlIP) • 

B. THE TEAll TRAVELED FRI)! HA.IK)! CAPITAL REGION TO HOA SINH 
PROV1IlCE TOtAl (W33701). TIlE TEAM STOPPED AT HOA SINH PROVHICE 
ffilPLE'S tlMIITTEE TO IMfOIIt( PROVlfiCt OfFICIALS TIIAT THE JOINT HAM 
~ll) Si tRAVELING TO K!IC 801 DISTRICT C* SliORT NOTICE IN ORDER TO 
ifTURN TO TIlE CASE ot\!l1 sm AS IlEEDED. AT THE PEOPLE'S C()1MlTTE£ 
BUIlDING, TilE lnN WAS JOltITED SY PROVIIICE MIlITARY IIEADQUMTERS 
Ii.EP8ESENTATIVE WOR BUI VAt! f>HUC {BUlf VAWN PtlUCS\. AMI PROV!tlCf 
PEOPlE'S COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE MR. M6UYEN VAN TRUNS (NGUYEENX 
VAW TRUIIG}. 

C. THE JOllif TEAll PROCEEDED TO KIlt 80l DIsmCl TCMi (WH~6e4 L 
KIt. BINi! PROVINC£. AT 1.D! 801 TCWN, Tm: TEAM WAS JOINED BY 
D1STRICT PUBlIC SECUIlttV HPRESlNTATlVt MR. SUl VAN NO! (8U!f VAliN 
IOOIJ). CRS IIIfOllMfD IIR. IM)I THAT 00 ACTIOIS WERE ESSUlTIA~ TO 
CLA.RIFYIII6 ntIS CASE. FIRST. ellS SAID THAT IT WAS NfCESSARV TO 
ATTOIPT TO LOCAlE CUTAIN TERRAll HATURES DESCiIBED 8Y AVIATORS 
AlIll S£ARCH MIl RESCUE FORtEs AT TIlE TIM£ OF THE INcmErlT. Mil. NOr 
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\lAS NC+lC~!oIITTAlOO THIS POn:T SUl OfftREO ItO OBJECTIONS. stC01-lil. 
CR~. S~!O THAT IT wAS IMPORTANT 10 IOEII1'IFY T}!E LOCATIO!; or TnE 
CRflSk SiTE Of THE AIRCRAfT IlOWUEli 11-1 TH!S CASE. R NOI RESPONO£O 
THAT TH! AIRCRAFT IN QUESTI~ HAD Nor CRASH£u WITHIN THE BOUNu"RIES 
OF KIM 801 DISTRICT. AFTER A BRIEF IHSCUSSIOt<. THe llHi1W4ES£ 
CfNTML.PROVINCE. All:> DISTR!CT LEVEL TEAIo! MEMBeRS tlE?E ALL UI 
AGRWIEWT THAT AS A RESULT Of PREVrous EFFORTS, THE tIIIITED STATES 
SII)£ I'Wi llfiJIIVIEVED FIFTm WrTNESSC:S: H40 vm'ED COWTEM?ORAR'r' 
OOCl)!ENTS CONCERNING TIlE INCIDENT IIHIOI OOCIJ4EfJrfO TilE OEATll Of ONE 
AMERICAN AVIAT~ AND THE CAPTURE OF A SECON& AVIATOR FROM THE SAME 
ItKIDENT, ANIHIiAT TH..>V HAD NO mmATI~S fOR AllY NEW 
EVEWITNESSES .OREVIDEMCE 00 THIs CASE •. CRS TH£II REl;(lESTEI) TO 
TRAVEl. TO TItE AREA OfTIfE EXCAVATlOfoi SJTE III THOONG TIEN VILLAGE ~T 
THE EARlIESTPOSSlSlE TIME. THE J()IHT TEAM THEil P!.ANNED THE Tm 
TO THE EXCAV~TION SITE: AT 1100 HOURS ON Z APR SS. DISTRICT 
OFFlCIALS SAlf) THAT IT 'iAS ALREADY TOO LATE Hi Tp,( D4Y TO SlGIII TH~ 
TREK TG TnE EXCAVATION SITE. DISTRICT Of;ICIA~S !STIMATEO THAT IT 
WOULD lA~r sa HOORS TO WAU FJ!()I, THE POINT "HERE THE TEAK' S Fool!­
IIIHEEL -DRIvE VEHICltS m.o HAVE TO Bf ~ARlEn TO REACH THE SITE. 
TliE TEAM AGRffD TO O£PART AT FIRST L IGiiT a; 3 APR S3. 

D.A1 APPIIOXDlATEL.Y 0600 HOOltS ON 3 APi! 113. TKE TEA)\ DEPARTED 
Hil SOl TOlIII FOR THW«i TIEII YILLAGE (VIC W4985). 1t.iER£ TH£ TEAM 
iljI,S JOI5E!) SVTtI£ THIJCIIt'.i lIEN V!LLAGf CHAIN/I. lilt DIHII Qi)AIIG IfOjl 
(DINHF ~ OPJI; VlillGE TEAH CHIEf. MR, 8Ul VAto! iHAIli! (SUlf 
VAW lHANIl): ANO THf VllLAGE VICE CIfAIRW. MIt DltIH THAN!! THAP 
(DIlIHf JtlA.IItI ~APJi. AT 0720 HOURS TIl£ trAM REACHED ~ LOCATIO!! 
(VIC WH47Sn9) (')It TH~ PIOIINEKT TRAU lEAR LAr.G YAY HAMLET W'l'lEIlE 
THE TRAIl WAS 10 lONGfR WIDE ENOUGH FOR FOUR-WHEE~ DRIVf VEHICLES. 
LED BY TH( VILlAGE CHAIRMAN., MR h~. 1m HAM DEPl\IlTED £Ali FOOT C'~ 
THE LOCUICtI WERE TilE VEHIcm wERE ~ARm M'Il TRAVERsm !~ 
GEIl[ICALLY EASHo-WES1 DIllECTIOII om A CM>UIATI~ Of iiAM:.r; 
TRAILS. STREAMS ~ AND fOR£ST SCAVEIIGUIG TRACtS. AT OS36 t\..I)IIR~. 
TEAM ARRIVED AT A lOCATI~ {VIC Vri442831) ABOVf OOPG OANH HAML[T 
(VIC 1ftI4.47829) WHICH OV£R!..OO~S THf VALLEY RIJINIHG FRC»! SOUTHWEST T" 
NORTHEAST A)Ill PROVIO£S A GOOD VISTA Of Tiff VAl~EY. AT THIS TIME n 
THE /uWII/:i, :HEAW fex; AlIIl HAZE OBSCURED tHE OTHER SluE Of THE 
VALLEY AHO NO PIStERlIRLE LANDMAR'S WERE VISISLE. MR. ~Df INFORMED 
CRS THAT THIS POltlftlAll SERVED AS TH£ lAJlOING ZONE fOil THE 
EXCAVATIi)I TEAK HELICOPTER. MR. l(lP ~T THIS TIME SAl!) THl.T HE HL i 
THAT THE F~· AID IlAZE ~1GI!T LIFT ENOOGli FOR ProT{X;RAP~.s BY HHl­
AmRtO)l.n.E~ENTLY OORIIIG THE TREK, HIE TEAl< ENCOUlITnEC SMAL~ 
GROUPS Of LOCAL ItjllM!TANTS ON THE TRAIL EIlGASEC l~ ItARVESTH.'G 
mESo BNIIlOO AW OTHER FOREST PLANTS. WHU.E CRS D10 NOT STO;: TO 
TA\..K WIn! At1t Of TIlE SM~lL GIIOOPS AT LENGTH, SEVtRAL OF THE 
PASSERSBY INDICATED TllAl THEY kNEW OF THE LOCATION WHERE THE 
AMERICAM PIlOT HAD BEEN lIllED DURI~ THE WAR, 

e. FRat tHE LAlDIIG lOtI! THE TEAM FOl~ED t. RIDGE LINt AND r. 
STRE~ EED UP TO A POINT WIllet! MR. I(lf' AmlOUNCffJ WAS THE £XtAVAT 10/1 
SITt. THE TEAM ARRIvED AT THE SITE AT 1030 HOURS AS THE HA2E WAS 
/ / 
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ONLY BEGIIifUt.U; TO LIFT. exCEPT FOR THE .HAZE, TIlE SKY lIAS OlllER'IiIS! 
CLOUDLESS. CRS T~ COMPASS BEARINGS fROM THE fXCAVATI~ SITE TO 
All 888-METER 11m AlII Po 724-MfTU PEAl:: II11ICH WEiE COOSlSTENT WIlH 
THE GR!D cOOrmMTES£STAB~ISHEO BY THE PREVIooS RECOVERY W .. 1of TO 
&E lIH437841.DUE TO TM£ COEl!lATlOl Of DfllSE fOLIAGE 1.10'0 /-lAZE. cas 
COtItll WI .ACQUIR£ A CCMPASS SEAAII6S au A THIRD PR(J(INEIIl lmrJlU 
f!K»t THE EXC~VATIc. SHE BUT IlAD TO MOItE APPROXIMATELY All 
AODITIOOL 40 MiTERS tJIlIUlL lit ORDER TO TAlE A WlPASS ttARIN(; Oti 

. A 9&9-lIfTER MJLL, TillS THIRD C\)(PASS BEARING AtSO SUPPORTED TH£ 
L.OCATlI»! Of TilE EXCA-VATlOII sm BEIIIG lEAR ilH431M1. cas 
VIDEOTAPED ANIi PIl'IlOGRAPHED THE flCAYATIOM sm. AIlD DISCUSSED THE 
LOSS INCIDENT WITH 1111.. HOP. CIS BRImD MR, HOP (Jj THE TEAM' S 
CllRRElif lOCATIC*AS D£PICT£D CIII TIlE 1:50,000 MAP (SHtH 8050~II, 
SERIES L7014) AND ASKED faA ANY ADDITIONAL I.FORMATION 11£ IIIGnT.~E 
ASLE TO PROVIDE. 

F •• IIR: OOP (3HOA) SAID TlIAT HE VAS allV AI!OOT TEN YEARS Of 
AGE AT THE TtM£ {)f fHE mIDENT. BUT THAT HE AND MANY OTHER 
VOONGSTERS IN TIlE VILLAGE HAD HEAan ,ABOOT JH£ CAPTURE OF AN 
AMERICAN PIlOl'. IT WAS A fEll DAYS AFTEI! THE CAPTURE Of THIS FIRST 
AMERICAN PIlOT mORE HE HERD ABOOT THE DEATH OF A SW:~D AMERICAH. 
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OUT OF CURIOSrTY. HE All!) A GRCiJP OF OTHER YOIJliGsmS FfIOo! THE 
VII.LAGE GATrilR(1) AltO lrIEtr'T TO TI\£ SITE liHUE THE AM~RICAN HAD sm 
mLE~_ ACCORDING TO MR. !'OP. SIut:E THAT MY, TilE WHREIfl' fAHS 
OF THE ~ AMfRICllS (I.E., OME PILOT CAPTURED AND ONE PILOT 
~ILtED) HAS 8£E~ COMMON [~EDGE THROUGHOUT TilE VILlAGf. MR. HOP 
POltlTEO em TIII\T THE sm. Wli£RE THE SECONP AMUlCAN WIIS ULLED i/f.S 
11m KIlMI TO A VERY LARGE NlNSER Of PEOPLE IN THE VILLAG!. MR. 
HOP SAID THAT SiMC£ THE TIlliE OF THE IIICIDENT. DUE TO HIS PERSOHH 
KIKlWl.EOGE Of TlI[ LOCAn~ Of THE I~IDENT, THIS liAS THE SEVENTH 
TIME THAT 11£ HAD LEO A SHOOP Of PEOPLE TO TH! SITE. MR. HOP SAID 
THAT THE SEVEN GROUPS IWCLUOED BOTK UNILATERAL AND BILATERAL 
EffORTS. ~. HOP SAm THAT WHILE THE sm W SOOWAT nrmCULl 
TO R£ACH. IT WAS VERY SlMPlE TO PIIIPOII/T (»ICE YOU R£ACH£D nn: 
VICINITY. MR. *' 1llE~ POOOE£) cur THE ULATI<JiS/IIP Of THE 
Il1ClDEtIT SITE TO Ttf PEAl Of _ DANK MClIIITAllt. MR. IKlP INIlICATEG 
THAT tlOIE bAlK lOlIITAItI W THE asa'1C£T£R PUC !»I THE leAP USED BY 
CRS TO FIX 1Hf lOCAHCI OF Til( SITE. MR. HOP SAID THAT AS fAil AS 
liE ~II£II. TIlE IQ,IITAIM HAD AlWAYS SEEN CAlI..ED _ DAIIIl IOJNTADI AIIO 
THAT 00IiG OAIH IWIUT TCtX ITS IWI£ FROI THE IIWNTAIIt MR. OOP 
l/ENT (JI TO DESCRIBE TIlE IlICmrn lOC'ATtat AT THE EDG.E OF THE SMALL 
BASIN 8El~ THE PEAl Of _ IlAlH IiWlOOAIN All IrlW fiE IIAD BtE~ ABlE 
TO REMEMBER TII£ lOCATIC* SINCE" THr TIM! Of THE INCIDEIIT. MR. HOP 
ALSO SAID THAT TItE lOCATICI VAS COIf.l ktOfl..flXiE FOO THE 
llIHABITANTS OF DONa IWIK VILLAGE AND VAS G£Ii£RALLY lNlllll THROOGHOOT 
nunIG 1m VIllAGE. MR. MJP THEil DR£II A RCOOH OOTLIIIE OF THE 
TERaITOIiIAl IIQ.INDARIES OF THlDai TIEII VillAGE 00 THE MA~ USED BY 
eRS. {MLI»f MAP Of THWIG TlEN VIlLAGE VILL BE fORWARDEn . 
SEPARATELy}. MR. SAID HE VAS ABLE TO DRAIt TH£ llWlll OUTLIN£ OF TH! 
VIllA&! BOUIIDAlIlfS B¥ R£FEiRIIii TO HI6HPOltiTS 1)1 THE MAP. liIIIEN 
AsnD AGAIN SY·CRS. MR. ~ SAID THAT HE WAS ASSOlUT£lY CERTAnI 
TIIAT ~ u.s. AIRCRAfT HAD E\fER BEEN DCWED WITHIN TH£ IruNDARUS Of 
~ TIEN VILLA6[. MR. tKlP ALSO ADDED TIIAT AT THE TIME OF THE 
IICiDEfi. iHf Si.*ER "LAO WIMDS" wm ALREADY IN mEeT. "LAO 
IINDS· AR:: lilt TERM FOR THE I«)T SlJII£!! WINDS BL~ING FRClI WEST TO 
EAST (Fiili LAOS). ACCORDING TO IIR. HOP. THi TWO PILOTS MUSi KAVE 
EJ£CTED OVER A POIif DUE WEST OF DONG DAIH MOUNTAIN AND DRIFT£D 
EASTWARO. MR. IfJp SAID "FHAT THERE VAS I«) ACCURATE MEANS fOR HIM TO 
SPECULATE VHtRE THE AIRCRAFT 111 THIS IMCIDEIIT IUGIn' HAVE CRASHED. 

&. PRIOR TO D£PARTING TKE AREA, W EXNlINED TIlE ncAVATl~ 
sm. SINCE TilE UtAVATl~ IN MAY 1992. THE UfA HAS BEC04E 
CCMPLETELY O\IERGRI."II'N ~lTH TALL MAUVE GRASS. EXCEPT Foa THE FACT 
THAT Tm GIiOOIIO IS tatPl.HElV CLEAR OF UIIC£RGmff, THE UCAVATIOIi 
SITE IS INIHSTIlQilSIIA8LE Fa THE SlJRIlOONOII«3 TERRAIN. THE SITE, 
ON A STEEP SLOPE (NEARLY 60 BE&RE£S) AND BflEATH A SIGNIFICANT 
¥ATERSHED ON TH£ SLOPE OF DONG OAIH MOUN!AIN, EXHIBITED. SIGHS OF 
SIGNIflCANT REC£1fl EROSI~. CRS WfDlICi(1) A CURSORY SURfACE SEARCH 
Of Ttit AREA BUT KUi) I[) MATERIAL EVIDENCE AT THE SITE. 

H. THE TEAM REl1JlIlED TO TI-I[ LANOIIIG 2011E fR()l THE EXCAvmt)! 
sm. BY THE TUtE THE TEAM ARRIVED AT THE I.ANDIIIG ZONE, THE fOO 
HAD cmm. A/IO.THE HAZE HAD LfSSENED SQ4HIHAT. ENO!.IG11 HAZE 
Rf!IAIIIEO TO CLEAR!. v DEFnlE WHAT VOOLO APPEAR AS A ·U·SHAPfD VALLEY· 
FItOI THE Alft CRS VIDEOTAPfD AND PHOtOOiAPII£D T)I[ FEATURES WHICH 
DEfIlE THE 'U-St\APED VALLEY.' (THE VIDEOTAPE AND PHOTCXiRAPHS WILL 
BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY. i CCMPASS BEARII/G fl!Q( TH.E l4!lOItiG ZOME TO 
DOUG DANH MDUlTAl~ AND TKE 969-METfR PEAr SUPPORTED A DETERMINATION 
TllAT THE LAlli)!" ZIJI! IS LOCATED IN THE VICINITY Of Vlimm. DOl 
T~I IIOOtlTAIN WAS 1m VISIBLE fRC»l THE LAllJ)IW Z(lIE. NO OTHER 
fiC*ntEIl'f l.AllDMARtS WERe: em.ilY VISISLE; IKiWEVER. OTHER CLOSER, 
Mlltli PEAts .·'i'IOOES WERE COI!SISTEIfT WITH DETAILS !JI THE 1:50,000 
MAP SHm. SflECIFlCALLY DUE TO THE HAZE. THE ·U-SHAPED V~I.LEY· WA.S 
Cl.EAIU DEfINED. au TH£ RElURtl Tm TO THE lOCATION lIHUE THE 
VEHICLES WERE fARCED. THE BASE ~ THE 'U" COULD BE ClEARLY SEEH 
FROM A TRAIL VISTA LOCATED 1M TH£ VICINITY Of liH.S3832. CRS ALSO 
VIDEOTAPED THIS VIEW. 

I. AT 1600 IOJRS 1»1 3 APR 93. WITH ~ IIEW LEADS AND NO tlEIf 
lUTIlESSES. TIlE. MEMBERS Of tHE JOINT TEAM A6IIfED TO DISCONTINUE THIS 
lWESTIGATM Eff.()fT. BOTH ItI£ us AID SlY SIDES AGREED TO COfiTINUE 
to LlX*- FOR POTEITlAL VITMfSSES OR LEADS. CRS AGAIN ASKED THAt 
POIliICE OFFICIAlS caarr A SEARCH FOR THE CRASll SITE LOCATION Of 
THE ASSOCIATm AlI!CRAFT 11 OOA lINK PROVINCE. 
•. !lATERIAL MDOICE: DE. 
5. SURVEY R£SUlTS: THE AREA EI~mD BY THE JOINT EXCAVATIoti . 
TEAM III IeAY 92 lIES ~ A SLOPE OF IEARLV DO DEGREES AND LIES IN TlfE 
PATH Of A LARGE WATERSHED OF THE 00tl'i DANH IlCUlTAIN pm. (AN 888-
MfT£1I pur: LOCATED vICIIiITY or COORDDlAT£S ~7837). 1111 THE 
iDlTHS SDICE THE EXCAVATIaI, THE EXCAVATED AREA HAS BECt)1E 

COMPLETELY OVE~ ~ITH I~OIGfNCU$ TAL~ GRASSES Of MO't THA~ SIX 
FEET IN HrIGlt1. EXC£Pi FOR THE A6SEt.'CE OF tl~DERGR(li.1H .~mi WAS 
CLEARED AWA.Y BY THE mAl/mOIl EfFOItT, T:I£ Am, IS VIRTt.:A.LL¥ 
INDISTINGUISHABLE FRC»l OTHrR SURIlOONDIIIG VEGHATI~; 
il 
8T . 
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6. RECI)IM£NDED FUTURE ACTIC*S: 

A. REWrsr 1'lIEWOSMP CCflTINUE TO SEARt!! FOil, AMIi AlLOIt THE 
u.s. ACCESS to, ANY AbOITIONAL WARTlM! FILES. RECORDS OR JOURNALS 
ASSOCIAT[J) WITH nlIS CASE. THIS CASE RECtIVEO OOMSIDERABLE 
ATTElITllJi BY U.S. FOilCES VHEII THE INCIDENT OCCURRED DUE TO Tli£ 
L;Nli.TH Of TIME THAT tHE INDIVIDUAL WI() UI.TIMATEl Y mAKE 
UNACCOONTEO FOR III nilS IHeIDEtil' WAS AiLE TO MAINT AlII 
CCMruNltAUOIIS VITH SEARCH AIID RESCUE FORCES. SPEWIC,I,LLY HI THIS 
CUE. RECORDS, N\lTEBOOlS. Oil DIARIES COffEMJ'ORARY TO ThE CAPTlI~£ 
IMCIDEIfT lim 8£ Of IIlG11 ~AL!lE DUE TO THE LACK Of OTHER MATERIAL 
EVIDENCE n THIS TIME. NEGATIVE EIITR1ES (Ok A LACt:. or EtiTRIES) I~ 
COOEMJ'ORARY DOCOOIrrS PR£PAItfD BY TtflSf III!lIVIDUALS WHO ~lD 
HAVE BEEN AWARE OF THE fATE or THE INDIVIDUAL l~ THIS INCIDENT 
\IOULD ALSO Sf SIGHIFt~. WARTIM£ DOCIJtENTS CRmfD BY T~SE 
OfFICES OQ lNDIVIOOALS WHO SHOOLD HAVE KNCTIN ABOUT THIS INCIllEIIT 
SllOULD BE M/lDE A Pf!lOIUY FOIl Tm ARCH IVA\. RESEAf/C1! TEAl! WHrCH ::' 
BAS£~ AT nmOf(ENT"N) IN llANO!. III REf A. PARA 3D ENTRY .10 A);r 
EllTRY 31 OF A STATISTICAl. CCMPILATlON INlHCm THAT THE MILITAfl' 
AUTHOQnIESIIHO RiCHVfD CUSTODY Of TilE PILOT 111 CASE 069; \iIi~ 
REllIRN£O TO U.S. custOO'l A!.SO RfCHV[O INfORHAH~ AIID 
II.lENTlflCATIOO DATA tOR THE INDIVIDUAL W\iO REMAINS UNACCOlJt.r.'r~ f J­
IN THIS INCIDENT. 

S. IIEc-J£Sl THE V!iOSMP RfVIEW THE INFOIIMATIOIl OBTAINEIl fR\>! 
WITI,I£SSES OORING PREVIOUS INVESHSATIoti TO Orrf?!":t WHICH MILITM'r 
UNlTS wrulnliAV£ RECEIVED REPORTING. EITHH vE;U,;._,' 00 ilRInB:, 
CONCERN!NG·T~E fATE Of THIS INDIVIDUAL. Ii THe A~~EMCE Of ANY 
ADllInOtiAL DOCII!E.NTATlOli OF THIS INCIDEIfi, REQUEST THAi AJ/Y 
OFFICERS OR CAD9E.WHO WOUlD HAVE RECEIVED THE REPORTI~ OF THE FATE 
Of THIS INDIVIDUAl BE·MADE AVAILA8~e FOR JOINT INTERVIEW. 

C. REQUEST Ttt£VlK)SltP ATTEMPT TO LOCATE A !C9!IER PR!SOO GUARll 
WHO MAY HAVE TOlO THE SURVIVING MEMBER r.;; TW ~UGI{i CREW IiIHO 
SURVIVED nus llCm", TIiAT THE UNACCOUNT:' ",! r,cQ IV IDUAL HAD 
RECOVERED fROM HIS WOUNDS. 

C. RE(JJEST THAT TIlE ViI09IP WOQI:. WITH IfJA d~rt PROVIYCE 
MIlITA~Y AUHORIlIES TO D£1Eli'tllllf TtIf tRASH SITE lOCATIoo Of THE 
AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATED ~rrll THIS IHCID£WT. VIl~AGfRS ANn HAMLETS 
DWfLLERS 111 THE ArlfA Of TKE EXCAVATION CCJlDUCnD CONTnIU~ TO BE 
ADAI>IAIIT THAt THERE IS 110 AIRC~AfT WR!CUSE ml!I~ THE BOUt/OIlRIES Of 
TfIUONG nEil VILLAGE. CRS BELIEVES THAT AIRCRAfT 1IiI't HAVE CRASHED 
HI KY D PISTRICT WHICH BOIIDERS UI( !lOl DISTRICT, 
1. FERTIIlfNT·i.OCATlOI OP. DATA CHAIiGES: tOlE. 
S. AREAS 011 CASE mE IIIFOfiMATIOO NOT INVESTIGATED: OE. 
9. CASUALTY RESOLUTION SPECIALIST COMMENTS: 

A. THERE ARt ·NO fURTHER PRACTICABLE ACTIONS TO PURSU~ AT THIS 
SITE. All CURRENT FEASIBLE ACTIONS TO SE TA(EN AT THE SIT~ HAVE 
SEEM ACCOMPLISHED. 

B. HCCMtE.IID 110 fURTHEIi JOINT FIELD INVESTIGATION Of THIS 
CASE .. 

C .PREV11ltS JOlin' TEAMS HAD INTEAVl£W"dl mTEEN wmESSES 
COtlCERilING TH!S lOSS INClDEwt. B£FOI![ ARRIVING n HiU(.WG TlEII 
VILLAbf;THE MEMBEa5 Of THIS JOI~T TEAM REVlfWED VITH CRS THE 
RESULTS OF THE.PRlVlOUS JOINT INVESTIGATrOU AND RECOVERY ACTIVITIES 
FOR nils CASE. 

D. OIJRIIllW·TREt. CRS OVERHEARO 1110 VILLAGERS SAY THEY 
WISHEr} THAi THERE WERE'SI)IE CRASHEn U.S, "mRAn HI THE VILLAGE 
TERRnORY. Aft MERICM AIRCRAfT IS A HI6HI.Y-VALU£D SOORCE OF RAW 
MATERIALS.. EAIUEI ATitIE ElCAVAJ[1)I sm, ~ Vlll.A6E CHAIRMAN, 
MR. fk)p HAOASSURfD CIISTHAT IF THERE IWl.BEEM Atlf U.S. AIRCRAFT 
CRASH sms WITHIIiTHE VILLAGE CCliFINlS. HE I«.lULD llEFIIIIT£LY BE 
AWARE Of IT; 

E. WHILE AT THE EXCAVATI~ sm. TIlE VIETIW4ESE TEAll MalSfRS 
PROFfERED THAT THEl HAl) El.HAUSTED THm RESWRCES FOR All'{ NfV LEADS 
ON TIllS CASE. TI!f TE~ MEMBERS LOOKED TO CiS fOR ANY ADOITlONAL 
INFORMATI(»I 0& $ESTlClS FRCW THE U.S. SIDE WIUCH MIGHT HELP 
RESOlVE THIS CASE. TilE TEAM MEMBERS SHNt!) SIJIEWliAT DISMAYED WEll 
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f. PilOR TO THE ACTI~~ Of THIS TEAK. ~QS COWSULTED WITH 
PREVIOUS U.S. TE~ MEMSERS Wij) HA[I £ARLIER PURSU::~ nus CASE. 
AFTER nrSWSSIMG THE &£TAILS OF THE CUI/RElIT lliVESTIGAnOO AOO 
REIJIEIiIIlG PREVIOUS IWES'ilGATIOIiS. IT WAS AGREED THAT NEW LEADS. 
ESPECIAlLY Tli~ ARtHIVI\L RESEARCH, WeRE ESSeNnAl TO RESOLVE 
THIS CASE. MEW IllIi'NESSES REMAIN A SLIM /lOSSleILIT't' BIIT N!)IE KAVE 
am FORTIi£()(IE. THE STORY OF TH~ CAPTURE OF OI(E AKEliICAII mOT 
t)j WiG DAM! MOOtITAlJI AM('; THE LATER DEATH Of A SECOND AMER!CAk 
mOT 011 THE OPPOSITE SID£ Of TRE SAMEIWITAIN IS NOW APART OF 
TilE THI.OIl TIEII VlI.l.AIlE l.ORL ACCORDING TO !lIE tJNID~lITIFlEO 
VILLAGER. fVEJYtlE III l1llOiG rIEll VILlAGE lOS OR D!f: ItlCID£Kf. 

6. llIE VlD£OTAPE AMD PlmOCiRAPIlS TAWI, TOOETItER IIITH THE MAPS 
USW Ali!} _TATED BY tItS DURIMi TillS TRIP TO THE ftEPORTED BURIAL 
sm HAVE 8m IWID-CARRIED TO WJ JTf-FA FOR INCLUSION IN THE R£fWJ 
0691 CASUAl.: TV me. 
10. FOf/ BUPERSJPERs-663P: FORWAROEO fOR APPROPRIATE ACTION.! I 
ST 
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