
-,. .... _ ... . 

~-\.: Colonel :!oody, I have one :urther questiun. ·.,jould ?OU state for che 
record ·Jhat effect, if any, the classified infor.nation had on your 
decision? 

Colonel ~1oody: IMPACT OF CLASSIFIED: ~one. 

LA: Further, I'd like to make this dete~ination that during the case 
or the hearing of this particular case, Volumes i and 15 of the 
uncorrelated information relating to miSSing Americans in Southeast Asia 
was accepted into evidence. Because these are public documents, they ~ill 
~ot be attached in their entirety to the record, but rather, the cover 
sheet from each particular volume will appear at the appropriate place 
in the record. 

Colonel and ~1rs. Hopper, a copy of the transcript of these 
proceedings will be mailed to you, I would have to say at some time 
w~thin the next 30 to 60 days, I cannot be certain because of the length 
of the record, as you can well imagine. If you have--if you find any 
significant errors, or if you have any comments you'd like to make, 
please let Casualty ~tters know as soon as possible so that they can 
be included in the record when it is forwarded to the Secretary. A copy 
of the record likewise will be forwarded to your counsel, ~r. Foley. 
Finally, Colonel--

Colonel Hopper: You will include the exhibits that I submitted? 

LA: They will include all the exhibits and your exhibits, the items 
that you presented w~ll be returned to you and their place <~ll be 
taken by xerox copies in the record. 

Colonel Hopper: Fine. 

LA: Finally, I recall that at the beginning of this particular status 
revi~ hearing you requested an opportunity to read a statement into 
the record--

Colonel Hopper: Yes. 

LA: --and I am going to go ahead and permit you to do so at this time; 
however, I am going to excuse the voting members of the board. Because 
I am assuming that your comments are directed at the reviewing 
authorities. 

~olonel Hopper: There could be some, yes. 

LA: Okay. 

At this ti~e, gentlemen, you are excused. 
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Colonel Hopper: I'd like to say this, however. i~ ! ~ay. That I 
appreci:ite you gentlemen coming down and I don 't ag:::ee o..;1t:.h :;our decisions, 
but I assume that y'ou ~r-:ived at ir: fairly and iopartiallj" in your own 
mind. I don't think that ~he decision is a cor-:ect one. : don't hold 
it against you personally. I think it's the system in ~hich you are a 
part, which I have been a ?art and which my son is a part. I'd like to 
also say to you, Mr. Legal Advisor, that I'd like to commend j"ou on a--
in the manner in which you handled this, I t:"ink you've done a fine job. 

LA: Gentlemen, you are excused. 

Let the record reflect that the voting m~bers of the board have 
now departed the hearing room. 

Colonel Hopper: There may be some of the comments that I say, then, are-­
that are misdirected, because I understood yesterday, ~fr. Legal Advisor, 
that the board would be present to hear .. hat! was going to say; however, 
although they've been dismissed ! feel that I should go ahead and put 
my comments into the record. 

LA: I realize that and that's why I'm giving you this opportunity. 

Colonel Hopper: It's especially repulsive to me as a father to parti­
cipate in the procedures of the past two days. The burden of proof had 
been placed upon me and my wife as our son's representative to prove 
that he and other Americans are alive. It should also--it should have 
been the Departments of Defense, State, and in this case, the Air Force 
to prove to us either that our son died honestly in the service of his 
country, and they have not produced any evidence to that effect. or to 
prove there's a possibility that he's still alive and being held :or 
some future bargaining. 

The current Administration. despite its pious claims of a positive 
approach to the POW/MIA question has given in to the Vietnamese 
Communists. If the- 73 remains that have been returned to this ~ation are 
considered by your Commander-in-Chief as a full and honorable accounting 
then this ~ation has callously and cravenly abandoned our son and your 
comrades-in-arms. 

I fully realize that the Vietnam War would like to be forgotten, 
but we must not and cannot forget the hundreds of young men who still 
remain unaccounted for. They did as their country asked them to do and 
now their country has seen fit to turn its back on these men, men who 
still serve their country even as the gentlemen at this board and you, 
Mr. Legal Advisor, feel that you are serving your country. It is 
especially revolting for me to be here, yesterday, the day before and 
today, for I fought in three wars for this country. Four of my five sons 
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are ::lilitar: and ::me, ::arl, was sho t down ::':.1 the Viet:1.am :.Jar. I could 
go on for ~ours about the stupidic:r or our .:ivilian leadership i:1. chat 
war but it ~ould ser4e no useful pur?ose. 3ut i do ~ant this board to 
know that : ser.ed ::ly country honorably and faithfully for 30 years 
military duty and one of the proudest moments of ~ career was ?inni:1.g 
Earl's bars on h~ at the Air Force Academy and welcoming him into his 
military career. As you can see, that moment now haunts me when I see 
the complete lack of concern at all levels of the ultimate fate of 
these men. 

I fully realize that all military men are subject to civilian 
leadership, but vie' re too overloaded ''''ith some ticket punchers and high 
OER seekers to care what happened to Earl Hopper over North Vietnam 
over 12 years ago. Despite our so-called sophisticated educational 
process we have turned out no patriots recently, who think of God and 
Country first and their own wellbeing second. 

I don't blame the military completely since this attitude has 
permeated the highest levels of Government, and to be explicit, the 
White House, some of Congress, as well as the Departments of Defense 
and State. And we as the families of these men have been lied to by 
three successive Administrations and their incompetent lackeys in the 
State and Defense Departments. We have the sorry spectacles of the 
families of these men going to court to attempt to halt status changes 
only until such time as our Government would utilize its economic and 
diplomatic clout to obtain the accounting that we were promised over 
seven years ago. The Administration's answer to an honorable accounting 
is to declare all these men dead and to forget their sacrifices and 
devotion to duty and this solves nothing for these men and their families, 
but rather it consigns the men and their families to a living hell. 

Mr. Carter speaks of human rights, but he's turned his back on 
these men and he's forgotten that they have rights also. He did not-­
we-d1d not Taise 0;';;:: son::tO be a forgotten pawn in Mr. Carter I S rush to 
get into bed with every Communistic nation that comes along. But what 
has happened to duty, honor, and country as epitomized by those men? 
Are duty, honor, country only empty words that apply to America's 
fighting men or did these words imply that the country has an obligation 
to them also? I think it does. More importantly, however, what ever 
happened to the old tradition of the military that I knew, quote, "The 
:n.ilitary takes care of its own," unquote. 

As a father and a grandfather I'm ~~tremely concerned about the 
future of this ~ation. We have become soft and complaisant and it is 
easier to ';rite off a serlice man than it is to honorably pursue a 
determination to establish his ultimate fate. However, when we equate 
patriotism, love of country, duty and honor with draft evaders and 
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deserters then ~e ~ave started t~e dvalanc~e chat :esu:ted :~ che :all 
of the ~oman ~~pire, 

And I ~orry about what kind or a country that I as a citizen am 
going to leave to ~ grandsons, especially :f they are ever called upon 
to serve their country, because as sure as I'm here coday, that day will 
come and my problem is, will I advise them to answer their country's 
call to arms or W'ill I advise them, as others did during the Vietnam 
War, that the precedent has already been set and say to them, '~ou may 
pick and choose your war if you would like, you can go to Canada or 
Sweden or anywhere else in the world; everything will be forgiven when 
you return after it's over, provided of course, America as we know it 
still exists." How else could you advise these young men whose uncle 
was so shamefully abandoned by the !-l'ation he served? 

In the innumerable talks I've given on the POW/XIA issue, dating 
back to 1970, I've had mothers of 16, 17, lS-year-old men ask my advice 
about whether or not they should ever let their sons serve. I've told 
them that this is a matter of their own conscience and that of their 
son. Thac, given a !-l'ation that prides itself on the dignity of man and the 
rights of individuals, we have watched three successive Administrations 
make a hollow mockery of the dignity of America's POWs and XIAs. I've 
also stated and will so state here, that my sons will continue to serve 
their country honorably. 'Even though their country has not served their 
brother as well. The final decision, however, will be theirs to make. 

We've heard of many--the many missing and unaccounted for American 
servicemen for World War II and that the search still goes on. I'd 
like to remind you, however, that we won that war and had access to 
every theater in which our men fought and if a man remains missing from 
World'War II it's not because our Government took the easy way out and 
wrote him off. An effort was made then, but in this day and age we are 
willing to rely on the goodwill of the enemy which ex-President Nixon 
swore he would never do. 

We've had the Montgomery committee, the Woodcock Commission and the 
cruel hard facts are that the Montgomery Committee was all too willing 
to take the word of the Communists relative to the American POWs and XIAs, 
and as a result they were charmed and duped by the Communists. 

The Woodcock Commission was more interested in being wined and dined 
in Hanoi and more interested in what the Vietnamese wanted to do to 
normalize relations with the United States than they were of what happened 
to my son and to your comrades-in-armS L The:e is no easy answer to this 
problem and as a family member and speaking for our son, we are bitterly 
disappointed in our Government. Through three Administrations and 
particularly this one that has seen fit to end the Vietnam r..Jar by 
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ieclari~g all :jese ~en dead, ~i:j ~o ~ore ?root of ieacj :jan 
existed five years ago. The families and chese :nen don'e: ask ~uch; 
an honorable accounting is all ~e're asking, whicj would ~~clude the 
return of c:he :nen who may still be held prisoner, return of the ~emains 
of those ~ho died for burial in their native soil, a retu~ to the 
country they served ',dth a distinction, honor, and fidel-icy, certainly 
:nore so than the ~ation that so cravenly forgets them on che altar of 
political ~~ediency. Because to press for an accounting would upset 
someone's plans to nor.na1ize relations ~ith a barbaric nation Tihich 
has violated every precept of ht.:Clan rights that your President holds 
so dear. 

wnen we came here I knew we'd be fighting a stacked deck, but I 
will not and I'll repeat, not, let the United States of ~~erica abandon 
our son and his comrades-in-arms without a fight. 

I doubt that this presentation will be read by :nany people, and 
if so it will be chalked off as a bitter and emotional comments of an 
anguished father who saw his son perform his duty according to his oath 
of office and who now has been shamefully, tragically, and cruelly 
forgotten by the country he serves. If this is to be the fate of future 
Americans who believe in their country, then God help the United States. 
We do not know the ultimate fate of our son nor do you, nor does the State 
Department, nor the Department of Defense, nor the Air Force, nor the 
White House, for God alone knows that. But Winston Churchill said, 
"We will fight on the beaches, we shall fight in the streets, and we 
shall never surrender." I believe those are fitting words for these 
men and their families, for we too shall never surrender to the appeaser 
and the bureaucrats in the State Department and Department of Defense who 
make policy, and those who have not the slightest concept of duty, honor, 
and country. Despite the decision of the board here today, we are going 
to continue to fight for an honorable accounting and wherever our men 
may be, I pray to God that they know that at least one segment of 
America cared and fought for them. It is ironic that in this unperfect 
world in which we live, one member or more of this board, even you, 
Mr. Legal Advisor, might be occupying this seat at some future date, and 
if so, my prayer and compassion will be with you, and I pray that God 
will give you the strength to sustain you in the callous abandonment 
of your son or daughter as the case may be. 

Thank you. 

LA: Thank you, sir. 

The board is adjourned to meet at my call. 

Reporter's note: The board adjourned at 1140 hours, 9 February 1980. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE MILITARY PERSONNEL CENTER 

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, TEXAS 

HQ AFMPC/DPMCB 
550 C Street West Ste 15 
Randolph AFB TX 78150-4717 

Colonel Earl P. Hopper, Sr., USA, Retired 
14043 North 64th Drive 
Glendale AZ 85306 

Dear Colonel Hopper 

2 5 JUN 1993 

During my visit to the Joint Services SERE Agency (JSSA) earlier 
this month, I furnished them with a copy of your 12 May 1993 
letter concerning Colonel (Captain) Keith Hailis debriefing. The 
JSSA is responsible for debriefing material and was previously a 
part of Air Force Intelligence. 

Attached is the JSSA respopse to your letter and is the only 
material they can release concerning Colonel Hailis debriefing. 
I trust it will be of some value to you. 

Please contact us if we can be of further assistance. 

Sincerely 

~!.£~ 
GEORGE f. ATKINSON 
Chief, Missing Persons & 

Inquiries Division 

1 Atch 
JSSA Ltr, 18 Jun 93 
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REPLY TO 

ATTN Of': 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

-' 
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

DO-PWM 

JOINT SERVICES SERE AGENCY 

FT BELVOIR, VIRGINIA 22(61).;'788 

1 8 JUN 1993 

Request For Information On Lt Col Earl P. Hopper, Jr. 

AF Missing Persons Division (Mr. Atkinson) 

A review of JSSA's POW/MIA files has turned up the following data 
on Lt Col Earl P. Hopper, Jr. Please contact Mr. J.P. Hill or 
myself if you have y questions/comments. 

OSEPH S. MILES 
POW/MIA Case Off 

Capt, USAF 5 Attchs: 1. 19 Sep 75 
DPMCB Debriefing 
Statement 
2. Excerpt From Maj 
Keith Hall's Debrief 
3. Hq 1021 FAS, 30 Nov 
71 IIR 
4. Extract From PACAF 
Intel POW/MIA Document, 
Jan 74 
5. Extract From USAF 
EGRESS RECAP Summary, 5 
May 78 
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-PERSONAL DATA 
Catw POSITION 

STATUS l"U/'AGf .... 
4-009 PR.ISONER 

OIO"NlZAnQN ASSIGNeD GUO£ $UY'CE No. 

13TFS Acft Cmdr 04 I l'Rl'\l~Ol 
DATE: PlACE Of StiTH WEIGHT .. 1 WEIGHT 

I1£S HAIR 

Bottineau, N. Oak. 
IOlNflFYIHG ..... CS/I'EATUUS 

nCA'1 A'!)S 

ant!. AUntINf,C,AfOI INfO'MATION SSN: 

MISSION DATA 
OAU/TIMI/PI.ACf 0' OlP".rull 

10/1430 Jan 68, Udorn aTAFB 
I)AT!:/TIMf MISSING 

10/1607 Jan 68 
Nf! AltCl"'''' AIICIAft CAlL SlGM 

Il'-4D Rematch 03 
A"CIAn lAlL NO.I01')111 Mi ... IClNOS 

66-8704/Camouflaged 

"0. AIIC'AFT tH FlIGMf 

Four. This acft 13 

INireHOIO fAIGU 

Hoa Lac Airfield 
(RP-V) 

OTHfI ellW MlMUlS 

MISSION IOeNTlFICATION 

43 

TAIOU lOCATION 

NORTH vtETNAM 
2l02N/lOS30E 

liLt Earl P. Hopper, 'Jr., Il'RS0425, Pilot 
(See Filelpg No 4-010) 

W'T .. usn 

Type MISSION 

MIG CAP 

LOSS LOCATIO" 

NORTH VIE'l'NAM 
2.036N/l0447E 

Maj KelUleth Il. Lee, Il'R462.62 
1/Lt William E. Malerba, FRS0498 
Capt Roger L. Krause, FV3081271 
liLt David S. BelUlett, FRS0232 
Maj Charles R.. Brown, 1l'R58l52 
liLt Kenneth E, Krause, Il'RS0468 

SUMMARY 

NAMe (Iou. Hu,. .i.dt •• 

!!ALL !Set th N! 

The· following observations were made by Captain Roger L. Krause, Remacch-02: ..... At approximately 15 miles from 
bomb drop, the Iron Hand Flight called a SAK launch ••• Immediately upon SAM detonation, Number 03 started to stream 
fuel and several fireballs shot out of the aft section of left engine ••• Rematch Lead told Captain Hall he ¥as on 
fire and for hu. to ejeCt ••• As we orbited the area, I heard what I thought to be one strong beeper ••• All beeping 
stopped in iii minute or two and Captain Hall came up on the radio, calling Rematch Lead. Lead talked to hu. and 
he said he was all right, and vas down on a hill in a heavily wooded area. When asked how long before hu. Lt 
Hopper had ejected he said that he (Lc Hopper) had not ejected and had trouble getting out ••• Soon the Sandies 
were on the scene ••• All during this time, voice contact was maintained with Captain Hall. Be'said he could hear 
us overhead and also the Sandies ••• SandY-02 stayed over the survivor and Sandy-at looked for a hole to get down 
through. After one attempt, Rematch Lead and 02 lead hu. to a ho1e ••• Rematch-Ol and 02 went back to spoc and 
continued Co orbit. Contact with Captain Hall was still being made at this time. By this tu.e, Rematch-02 and 
04 were law on fuel so Rematch Lead sent us to the canker .•• After I goc back to the area I never again could 
get contact with Captain Hall. Somecu.e during the 20 minutes it took to go to and from the tanker, contact was 
lost with Captain Hall for unknown causes." Rescue efforts on 10 Jan 68 were hampered by a low ceiling and were 
discontinued after sunset. Attempts to contact the crew on the morning of 11 Jan 68 were unsuccessful. 

EVIDENCE Of SUlvtVAI. 

Voice contact 
DIA Ltr, S-3177/AP-7, 18 Mar 69 

U'UfNCES 

AP Form 484, 14 Jan 68 
Intelligence CaSe File Report 



StAtUS 
MISS INC 

En •••. lir,., 

HOOPER 

(See lile/PI No 4-009) 

ev,UNCE Of SUIV,V"L 

Beeper heard 

- PERSONAL DATA 
OIGANtlZA"ON ASSIGNID ClEW 'O$"ION 
1m! P:I.loe 
Q.rE/fllACE 0' SHIITH HEIGHT I WIiOIiT 

Sanea Maria, CaUf. 
IOIENTlfYING MAII(S/l'!AruUS 

A'O$ 

Surv tug Crse 140000, Oee 66 

MISSION DATA 
OAn/TlMe/'lACe Of O"AITUU 

10/1430 Jan 68, Udom ltrAFB 

olAoe uaYICi! No. 
03 FR8042S 

Ens HAl' 

OAU/TlMe ..asslHG 

10/1601 Jan b8 
"fiE AIICI"n ",.CIAn CAI.L $.ON AIICIAIIT TA'L N •. /orM .. MA'~INGS 

F -4J) Remaec:h 03 66-8104/camouf1aged 

No. AnCIAfT IN fliGHT 

Four. This ade #3 

'HUNO!D 'A. on 
Hoa Lac Airfield 
(RP-V) 

O'HU Cltw .. e ... us 

MlSSION tOINTI'ICATIQH 

43 

'AIOU LOCATIOH 

NO Rl"!l VIETNAM 
2l02N/1053OE 

Maj lteith N. Hall, FR61501, !eft Cmdr 
(See FilelPi No 4..009) 

SUMMARY 
:. 

EV'OENce Of c: ...... 'UIt UfueHCU 

W"Husn 

LOSS LOCAT'ON 

NOlTH VIEnIAH 
Z036N/10447E 

(See Fila/pg No 4-009) 

liE Form 484, 14 Jan 68 
Inee11igence Case lile Repore 
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--.---... _' -_._---_. 

SU~'ARY CF ALL NON-RETURNEES REPORTED 
___ ~ ____ . __ ._ .. AND_CAND'['lATLDJA .. .IDeNTIFIE~_. _______________ ... _ ... _ ... _._,. 

____________ .AF.,PE RSONNELNOLR E TURNEO ..•. FROM .SEA ___ , 

. _ .... ___ .~.~_ .... .!.!~~ •• ~.~.!.!.*~ ...... !.,...~ .. ~.~~! •• ~~ .. __ . I NfORrtAJI (I!L~I; PORTE O_."BLR1':JURNE E .. _. ,_,*.~ •. ".~ .~ ......... :I'*H'**.~ ••• "''' ••••••••••••• 

,. _________ ._~AME, .. _ .....•.. _ .. ____ . If\ST. .KILSTAT ____ , __ . ____ .. __ .. __ ..... _. _ •.. ___ ' _____ .. LAST KNOWN CAMP._,._ ..•.. PHYSIOL ___ . RETURNEE NAt~E 

RANK SERVICE DT LAST INFO SCURCE OF INFORMATION CAMP NICK~AMES CONDITION AND REClD 
--------------_ .. _-----_._-------------_._ .. _._--,-_._ .. _-_._------
.. _ ..... .HOI'P.ER .. EARLP_JR . __ ._ .... __ ... __ ... H064 __ .. AL_ .RANK.(CUR _.1_ LOSSt_.0.3 ____ 02 __ .CURRENT _STATUS __ .• _., I'll SSING. __ • . __ ._ .. _"." ,. 

. ___ ~OppER ____ .. ____ • 
02 

POSSOEAO. __ HSY-:L l .. JERRY, GER"IDL ___ • ---_.-.. - .. --'''-'-'-'---'-' 
AF 

._----.. __ ._--------_ . 
.. .. _._ .......... _. __ . ____ ._.,_, _ ....... AOOIT IONALBUIUALCOMMENTS ......... ___ ._. ___ • _,._ .• 

-_ .... , .......... _ .. - ---- _____ _"'_'_'_'_' ___ " "KNOWN ,.,Te .. BE. SHOT. OOWN_BUT.._NEVER_SHO\iEO._IN._PRI SON .. SYSTEM. __ 

______ ... EARL2-.HOPp.E1L . __ . ___ .UNKNOWN __ .FHC .ACFLCOHMANOER.. 
02 AF 680110 

... _____ .... BROWNING, RJlLPH T 
8100 

----- -'-' -' - ... 
'1~ 

.. , . 
HALL-KEITH N. 
'H076 

~.--.-.- .... ~--.~ ._._.- ~~-~ . - . - - , .. -- -.-~ - ---.- --_ .... . ~.- -.-- .. ,.~--"-~-,----.-.-~--- .... _ .. ,._-- - .. ------~.-.-~-- ---._----- -.- - ---, ---.' 
. "-,---- _.,-----,-. ..... _ .. __ ...... _ .. _" .. __ •. ____ . __ ._.' ...... _ .. _ ... OETAILS. OF .. LAS.LCONTAC L***~-... -.~-.-.---, .. -.--.. --t.---... -- .. 

AFTER BEING TOLO BLTHE"FLIGHLTHAT)..E_WAS ON .. FIRE. . 
H~76 HJlCE THE DECISION TO EJECT. TH'~ OECISION WAS 

-------------._- .... 

------------ -----. .. R·~LAYED TO OTHER FLIGHT MEI'IElEFlS •.. H064 _WAS .THEN .TOLD . __ , _____ . 
TWICE TC EJECT WITH NO REPLY CR RESlLTS FROM .H064. H076 

_ .... ___ .. _ .. ___________ ... ______ .. __ . _____ ._. ___ T.HF.N.Sl\IC fllRL GET. OUT •.. HOM. THEN.Sf-le I PULLED ON IT.. 
• AND IT DID NOT GO. H076 FINALLY TeLD H064 REPLIED YOU 

GO. THE MEANING OF .THE STATEMENT.WAS NEVER DETERMINED._. 
HOWEVER, HO!6 INTERPRETATION ~AS TO THE EFFECT YOU GO 

-----_._-- . __ .- _ .. 

.) -- __ f IRST eoss AS I. JIM NOT SUFE. YOU_ REALL Y MEAN IT. H016 ._. _______ ..:. _____ . __ .. _._ ... 

J 

tJi 
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~. 

THEN ElECTED TO GET OUT • .HE PULLED HI S FACE&URTA IN 
______ .. DOWN WHICH RELEAseD HIS CANOPY ElUT HIS SEAT 'ttID NCT GO o __ . 

HE COMPLETED THE EJECTION SEClENCE ONLY AFTER PULLING' 
___________ THE AL1ERNJlTE HANDLE •. QNce ON THE GFIOUND H076 eSTABLlSH~ __________ __ 

VOICE CCNTJlCT wlm HIS WING MJlN WHO STATED DURING 
.. ______ .. __ . __ ._ .. _______ SUBSEQUENT CONVERS.4TlON .THAT ,hE HAD oeSERVED TWO SEAT5 __ . 

LEAve T~E ACFT. ~016 ALSO OVERHEARD 10 TO 12 ATTEMPTS ' 
, ________________________ .AY SAR .. ACFT TO CONTACT H064, ... ti076 \)ID NOT HEAR. ANY 

R!':PLY CR INOIcn ION OR RfPLY. "016 NEVER RECEIVED 

------------_ .. _-------- INFORMATION H064 WHILE IN CAPTIVITY EXCEPT FOR CNE 
~----. -INC WENT IN AUG 1910. AN INTERRnGATO~ QUI ZED U016 ABOUT 

._-------------.. _-- _._ ... 
.. .. . 10 MINUTES CCNCEPNING H064. H(WEVER, NOTHING WAS EVER 

.----... - .. ··-·-----5410 THAT kOULD SUGGEST H064 WAS ALIVE. ..... -. --'-'---'---'-'- -.--. 

--_ .. _-_.---, 
,,--_ .. __ ... _. --_._-------_ .... _--_._---

PAGE NO 
,---------------_._-..... _ ... _--,------- .'_. ---................ --

_~~ ...... ____ .• ____ . ___ ...... _h __ ._. __ 
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SUMMARY OF ALL NON-RETURNEES REPORTED 
.. ____ •. _ANOJ::ANOI DATE. DJ A ... JDENT JF I ER .. __ .. _____________ .. __ .. ____ .. __ ... _ 

____ "F. PERSQt·!NEI..._NO_LBETURNEP_fIl,OM _.SEI\ ___ , 

.! ••• !~*.* ••••••••• * ••••••••• , ••• , ••••• !.. INFORMATION, REPORTEQBy.RETURNEE. __ .• ! ••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

_____ , __ . ____ .. __ ~~ME __ .. ' , _ .. LAST __ KN . STAT_________ ... , .. ,_. __ .: _____ . __ .. __ LAST. ~NOWN CAMP _____ PHYS leAL ..• ____ RETURNEE NAME 
RANK SERVICE DT LAST INFO SC:URCE OF INFCRMATlON CAMP NICKNAMES CONDITION AND RECIO 

HOPPER EARL P HSY CC~VERSATICN WITH CAPT JONES MURPHY NEAL 
_________ 02. _______ .. ___ .. _. _:_. , .. , .. A F ..... , .. __ .121200._ •.. _. ___ ._, __ ." ... ___ . ___ . _____ . ___ . ___ ._ ... ____ . ___ ._ .. ,_. ____ ." .. -----.. -. ___ J 0 ~o._. __ . 

••• DETAILS OF LAST CONTACT ••• 
. _-------------,-_ ... _---, ....... -""---'---'-"---'--'''--'-- .. -_._---_ .... _._-_. 

THINKS THERE WAS SAME PROBLEM OF THE 8ACKSEATER GETTING 
__ .. _ ... __ . ___ • ___ . __ CUT OF. 1HE JlCFT PlAY HAVE GONE, IN WI TH mE ACFT,. PL T TOLD._. _. ______ ._. __ ._ 

HIM TO EJECT AND THERE SEEMED TO SE SOME PROBLEM IN THE 
__________ BACKSEAl PLT CCULD .NOT WAIT, A"Y. ~OORE ,AND HAD .TO .EJECT ..... 

THE PLA~E WAS GOING IN HOPPER NEVER SHO~EO UP IN PRISON 
_____ SYSTEM .... _____ ... ,_., .. ,, ___ ._ .. _. _._ ....... _ .. _. __ ..... _" 

•••.. GENERAL ,COMMENTS . ....... __ ..... ,._ •... _L ... _,_,_,_, 

-->;>£ ,"' __ ...... __ • ____ .,_ . __ , ____ , .. _SOURCE CF_ .INFO. KEJPLHALL, At_CF_L L HOPPER" ... _____ .... , ____ ._._ ..... ___ ... 

. ______ . __ . ____ .. _, _____ ... _. _____ .• ____ . ___________ . MEYEILALT ON B 

AF M05t.. 

.-------~ ....., ......:::------ ~"-- .•. - .. ---------, ... - _ ...... - ,~ -.-~.-,-.~, .. ~ - ------:.----------" - - .. _---- ----~-------~.--- ----------

. ____ •• ___ • __ ..... ADD I.T IONAL JJIJIUA1... .. COMMENT s ... ~ •. , ____ ._. ___________ . ___ . 

. _-----.. _ ... _--- -- ------ EARL .. HOOPER .PR EV roUSLEY _ IQENTJF I ED ... A$_E4R L. SOUOOE R. BY . 
MAJ MEYER WAS TOLO TO EJECT OVER LACS IN MOUNTAINS BY 

, _____ "KElIH "'ALl. KE ITt' .. SIIID .. EARL .. SfAfEb. .. tHAT HIS. seAT. WOULD .... ____ _ _____ ... _ 
NOT OPERATE. AIRCRAFT 8ECAME UNCONTPOLABLE, HALL EJECT-

.......... ___ . ________ .. ___ .. _. ______ EO •.. ANl:!'AS.FAR.A5..HE ___ KNew E"RL.HOOPEILNEVEp, GOrOUT._, .. _ .. ________ "..:.,_._ 

,-------------' .. _------- ------_ .. __ .... -.---"--'.'. - ... _ •.. " .. 
._-------... _._ ... _ .. _ ........ --_ ... _---_. ._--_ ... '_._-_._._ .. _--_. __ ._._--_._--, ." 
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LIVNaCT ... Stghtingo£ Two IJS PWs in 
}btl B1nh Province 

". 

' ... _'III: IW 1II"_YIOtr. Fehnutrr 19613 
. ' 

., 1'1..~c:l!f PO DAU rw ACOI FANK G-2 'Ei:ie, PJ!m)M 
pnur, Camoodia, 2

F
Rovembe.r.' 1971 6' 

••• V"I.II"~~. _lice .. ""*"~_ 

't. MUIIIC.. .Rallier VU D!'10 DAN· (VU DUe DAN) 
aka W DUe HHUAN (YO DUO NBAAll) 

(;8oo-OS-6) . .... . 'r- . 
JO N:;vembor 1971:'.. . . ~ " .,' . 

SIeR: D-7CX-49018 
DlRH, 6G3 

This report contains fragmentary inf'orll\!l.t1~n on the sighting ottw" IJS ". ~ I"~". , '.' cr.o-o 

s fba Binh Province, NVN, in early F~bruaq 1968. According to one ot· , . 
the guards ass:1gned to escort the PWs, one ot the PWs \laS a captain and a., . 
pilot. . 

0, I"~ 
.0 .. " 

" 
o 
A 

-------~------~--~-------------~----~-~---~------~--~~~ SOURCEj ~CRIPTIO~ 
. , 

1. • i:.urce v~s born in ltiDAN DU Village, thu;y District, Iba 81nh Pro~ 
vince, N\'N, on 21 Septem~r 1945. He received ten years of formal education J. {""-
and VaS drafted into the NY! in April 1968. Ho vas al!!signed to the 450th &In. 
;th ~~t, 320B D1v, in the Nhe QllSl\ District, Nlnh B1nh Prov1nce.HVN.Atte JY)', (), 
tl-lQ IOOnLhs of training, S,urco infiltrated Idth the ,320B Div in In.1'iltration - _ ...... 
Group H" 204,3. IJ1 September 1970 he vas assigned to the nevl;y formed, ,203rd ~ 
JlVA/V~ Regt in S1em Reap Province, Camb:xUa. Be rallied.to an unknown 1AHlt. 'A:)"l" 
unit l.R Siem Reap Province on 27 October 19'/1. " .' ,. '. "rqp).fC) 

,.; 

1.~,Ot.'f,"IIU"'" • ., ."' ..... 1' .... 

OlA, CINCPAC, CINCPACFLT, 
USARPAC, "AOAF, OSA SGN, 
7TH AF /DI/OO, J:X.rI CORPS, 
COMNAVFORV N202/N2C14, MAOV' J2 
J22/J2.'J/J24/J2.7/J3, I rtV, -
II FFV, .l»4AO, FICPAC, !-EC, 
ooD/I'OO, CUSASAPAC, ~SA'ICFIO, 
7m PSIOl'GP, ll27'IK'. FAa. 

JPRC "}1h~' 

PLUS B 

t7 ............. DA1'M 

. GROUP III 
DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR IN'lERVA13 
NO'l:' AUtGIATI<lA.LL'I .. DECLASSD'UI) 
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"11'01111' 110. 1 516 0606 71 
COMTltlUATION SHt'1T 1"1101 2 01' 3 1I'1I01l1 

O ... OIIlIlYOIII Hq, 1021.11 USAF 
'... nd Aoty SCI. 

SIGH!IN2-0F TWO US PWa 

2. .. CJrc\IIlIStances ot Kn.!)w!edgaab1lit,Yl In early 1968, Source 'litIS attend 
inc 11 boarding scho.,l in TIIINU J,ANG &mlet~ ?0,501f/1'J521E (HIS), HOA BDm Cit,-, . 
iba Bir.h Provinco, IIVN. At approx 1JOO houra, on an uru·~c:a.lled da:r in earl,­
F'l)bruuy 1968, "'hila he vas bIds'S :\ silHJta: hs heard the eOUnd ot jet airel" 
fh :t'I..llJh.~d t,.) t·bo vtndov and tlaw 1m F-4 in flame!) bdng escorted b,- tour other 
Jat ail''.'!raft. Jb k~pt vat:hlng tbn aircr:li't and suddenl,- SI\~rachutes 
at; leMt five' ldlomet.<!lT9 1l1.l,lr. A'~ thl" p'\rll.':lmt.es tloate-l t,.,wU(fthe ~und, 
+·ng aircrllrt d~{lftrt;ed nnd S(lure:., vent. 1;0 get reo.d;r tor clnss. At Ilpprox 1600 
hours ~he 11'lJN!1 o..trerlloon, vldle dtHng in was, Sourco ellw a jeep pull up' to , 
n GlIII111 ro1'r"shment stand Ilear the scoo?l. 'D.'o mllitl1l'7 pollcem'!'n IUId a US 
oClergf'od L'r·)1Il the J--ep. Thf\ entire claM V3.D Illlowe<l to go tu take a closer 10 k 
:l.t. tluo .Aloer.t,,!Ul. SourCB BCq1rl.t'''Jd th~ into.t"!M.tion oontained in thb repert b:r 
p$reow.ll. obsl;}nation excopt wh.,~" ot11-Jn::tBQ DOt.ed • 

~). .Slght.ina.,t Dl.T.'rdllg F-!~ and Pnr!l.drut"ss On t.U1 unrecilled day in earl· 
P&btual'y 1Qf.S, Sour(lO lt~lU'd the nols" of jot aircratt and 84" a fiaming '-4. I 
Tho bundng 1-4 was beJld1.ng west nnd \Ins ilarJt'ld b:r tw other 1-48, one on each 
wing. Sllgnt.l:y to tho real" or th~se thr!'le rurcra1't wore two other aircraft 
d~!!crlbt9d b:r Source QS jets (NFl), one fi71ng high and the other one 10'11. Source 
lrept watching the aircraft and audd'!!D.1:y sa.w Jam. ",h1t~ parachutes fioatiDg t.(l­
ward t.ne ground. SoUTC., then lost sight ot tho bJrDing 1-4 and concentrated 
on the p!lrMh'tlte~. The other !c.ur a1rcratt ms.de two or three circles around . 
t.he parachut.n" and then d~art.P.d the area. As Source vas at least tbe kliQ­
lII'!Iters fMntthe paraehuteA, he did not see t·bem hit'the F'Ound. When he lost 
sight,ot th~ parachutes, he wen~ to g~t ready tor olass •. 

. 4. • Sigliting of uS l'Yh At arprox 1600 ht'~s, the same ria1, Source ~~s 
ggated naxt t~ the window 1n hia classr~om. While he vas looking out of the 
vindow he ell'" a Jeep go by headIng northeast. J;, ~av Q' Caucasian SG4t~ next 
t.l) the dr:tver ot the JMP. He aSSlt'!led tld.s CaUcasian t<l 1)., a US pliot because 
he vas wear:IJ:Ig a dark green night suit. .AIx1ut one ndnuttll later, a second jee 
C!'lIll!.e into ,'iev. The a~C('.!lfl 'J>lep stopped at II ret'resIunent stand near the sohoo • 
IVo WI! DdU .. .aq f")llcemen and a US PW ~:)t out o.t tlds jeep. At t.hb time the 
et1ti1"9 elass' attent.ion vaS d-ravn to the US PW so the teacher illt'ved them al 
to tllk~ a cl"8e1" look at the FIl. Tl:Ie PW was standing b,- the retreshlDent stand 
dr1nk1ng an orangeade. OM of the guards said that the> PW vas a US pilot 'With 
the rFfJe ~t C4P~. Both I!'.tards vere'armed 'With K-54 pistols and S'tOodabout 
Il meter from tIle • Source provided the following descript.ion at the PW '\them 
he obserVed tor approx three IItlnutes trom a distance at approx tour meters" ' 

. r"', . • . . .~ • . 

I 

Rank: oaptain (hearser) 

Branch ot &lrvice. unkiIovn 

Height. 1.80 meters 

Voight: 80-90 kUogramd 

Build:. heav:r 

9lirs ~. ~t. short 

Eye:1I hazel 

Race; Ca.ucasian 
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COMTIMUATIOM CHlIT 

a ••• ,a •• , ... ""fI o.r., ".",In 

c:anq,lexion: ruddT 

llose I long, thin 

Sco.rstDbtlnguishing Mark:at noDe observed 

Glasses I IlOne vorn . .' 

Ping/Wo.tcha n0110 obae1"'fcJ 

It.,..", .... 1 
"An : .3 
olue"tATOIl 

516060671 
0'.3 ...... 

Iii, 10218t USAlP 
Fl:d Act,.. Sq 

.'1 Clothing Worn.' d:uk r.r')en !lliht suit with tu/') vhite bands at breast 
.t lEl"lel (In vllch there \las vriti~g (Source could not l' 

' .. 1 I t bel' vhat vas vrltl:.~.I1); re.tldbh-brovn gloves IlJld bootee . 

" i i . ¥Balthl appecred S"od, no injuries observed 

;'j Ij. II Dlsp')s.ttlon or PW: Thl! I'll drank tvo ornngudes end 'turned dow tvo . 
. .. ', more vhtch bD.d boGn of'ferl!'d to hll1l. A.t'tet' that, the guards got into the back 
" . ot the Jeep end the PW took the tront seat next to the dr.Lver. The driver Vall 

-1 also a mil1 tlU'7 policeman. The jeep deputed end approx one kilometer out ot 
, ~ t':lW caught up \lith the jeep that Source bad seen earlier. The first jeep bad 

:::J II.pparent,lT doved dOwn to vait for the second jeep. Both jeep. proceeded to-
)'11 

gether in a Mrthea8tf)r17 direotion. The entire '!.nc1dont took oDJ.,.. three to 
, four minutes. Source did not knOW' vhat eventua1l7 happened to the ns bI1t as-
:,'.'1 GUlD9ti the,- vere tak"nto mOl. 
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CONI-lEN» OF THE OOLLECTOR. . 

6. II Source Crad1b:Ult,-: SOllrc~ was cooperative end appeared sincere. 
Oontrol qu4stioning revealed n~ attempts at'dec.ption. Source vas ot above 

M !l'1rerage intelligence. Arter the US interrogator had lett the room, Source 'll8.S 
ablo to provide a Calnbod1a:n interpteter \lith an accurate description of the US 
1.nterrogator. In his 1n1tW statement, Source said he had seen one parachute 
floating away from the buidng F-4. Upon being questioned as to vhether he ha 
1IG611 onl,- one parachute, he remembersd that he h;ad seenJ1!!'o~. He vas not able 

. to give a description ot the PW in the first jeep sincene1lad seen him oDl,- a 
fleeting lI1')m9llt as the jeep drove by' the· school. The circumstance. ot'the dr 
(':taft. downing appear ailn:Ua.r to. those described in Cue 4-009, PACAF !ntelllee ee . 
Index of USAF Per80l1llel MIA/PW Southeast Asia, 31 J'ul,.. 1969. The only dis- ' 
crepo.nc:1.es are tllat Case .t,.-OO9 occurred in early J'e:aIJ.O.1:'7 1968 and that Source 
stated that he StlV tvo parachutes, vhet;eas. oDl,- 0118 paracmte 1s desoribed in 
Case 4-009. Source has a.lso provided inf'ormahion on road. repa.1r woric aDd riv 
crossing tactics in Lao., .IR 1 516 0(J;)7 71 and IR 1 516 0620 71. ..' f 

7. 11 ~ce Dlsposition. J'Ilture cUsposition ill unk:now. '..... t· 
- . t .... 1 .,'.'\ .. 

8." 11 &Jqu1rements Partially Satis.f'1edl SIen D-7Clt-49018 • 
tinnes •. 

Collection 0011- , ... 

:}_: ,h , '.', 1: ' t I.:l ~ ,,~ . 
: ; 

-..en 1# _ ""''''' I WI4IOI1M1 .. ..... ,....... . .. " ....... -.. 



:. 

.r" 

. ' , 

.. , '" 

. ..' . 
( (_ .. 

, .' 

TAP£ NR: DIA ID H¢76-¢1 

R~TUR~~E: HALL, K1ETH N, MAJ 

,DE:.BR I EF ER: 

LOCATION: 

DAT~: 

D 

R 

OK, KEITH, AS I EXPLAINED BEFORE I TURNED ON THE TAPE, THIS IS, 

THE PURSOSE OF THIS IS TO LDENTIFY THE STATUS OF MIA PERSONNEL. 

T~AT IS REALLY THE ONLY TYPE INFORMATION WE ARE AFTER. 

I WILL NOT AT THIS TIME GO INTO THE LONG LIST OF POW'S THAT I 

KNEW TO BE IN NORTH VIETNAM AND HANOI BECAUSE THESE ARE CARRIED 

BY A NUMBE~ CF MEMORY BANKS. HOWEVER A FEN OF THESE NAM MAY 

COME UP AS WE GO ALONG IN THE DEBRIEFING. I KNOW THfSE EITHER 

FROM PE~ONAL EXPERIENCE OR FROM CONVERSATION WITH OTHERS. I WILl 

BEGIN BY DISCUSSING MY SHOOTDOWN AND THE FATE OF MY BACK SEAT 

PILO~ 1ST LT EARL HOPPER. I'LL NOT DESCRIBE THE ACTUAL SHOOTDOWN • 

, WILL DISCUSS THE EJECTION BECAUSE THERE MAY HAVE BEEN SOME 

DIFFICULTY LN THE EJECTION ALTHOUGH l AM INCLINED TO BELIEVE THAT, 
. '. :" .. :". . 

NOW, THAT THERE WAS NOT. I ~'il LL RELATE AS I GO ALONG. AFTER WE 

( 

( 

.' I 

( 

( 

l 

( 

c 
WERE HIT, 'TURNED SACK TO THE WEST FROM HANOI AND STARTED OUTBOUND.-C 
I DON 'T KNOW EXACTft.Y WHERE WE, OR t EJECTED BECAUSE I LOST ALL OF - . 

MY INSTRUMENTS. DIDN'T HAVE TACAN, INITIAL NAVIGATION OR ANYTHING. ( 

THERE WERE h OF US IN THE FLIGHT AND THE OTHER 3 ACFT WERE ••••• 

WE wERE ON FIRE AND I HAJ BEEN INFORMED OF THIS BY MY WING MAN 

PLUS I HAD INDICATIONS IN THE COCKPIT AND I WAS LOOSING CONTROL CF 

THE ACFT SO I DECIDED AT THIS TIME THAT WE 

JUST A MATTER OF TIME. I MAY HAVE HAD A 



, ~.' -~ '. ; 

( 
.. . 

( 

(R) THIS TI ~'E I HAD THE. ACFT UND2:R OONTROL AND I THOUGHT THAT TH IS WOUL.D ( 

6~ THE TIME TO DO IT. AM GUESSING THAT I WAS P::RHAPS 7p, MAYBE 8¢ Ii 
MILES AWAY FROM THE UHH, AND I INFORMED THE FLIGHT THAT I WAS ABOUT 

TO C:JE~T AND I TOLD ~~t!C EARL TO GET OI)T. THERE 'lIAS SOME I:ELAY 

AFTER I TOLD HIM TH I S AND I TOl{D HIM Te ACKNO,'.LEDGE FROM THE BACK 

SEAT. SO I ~EPEATED THE PREVIOUS STATEMENT. SAID EARL, GET OUT. 
{ 

AT THIS TIME I HEARD HIM SAY I PULLEJ ON IT AND IT DIDN'T GO AND r 
THE FIRST THING THAT CAME XKXX TO MY MIND WAS HE HAD USED PERHAPS 

TH E •• EJECTOR SO I TOLD HIM TO PULL THE ALTERNATE EJ EeT ION HA.NDL E. 

AGAIN THEr:E WAS NO RESPONSE FROM HIM. A LITTLE OF TIME PASSED AND 

I SAID EARL GO NOW. WE DON'T HAVE MUCH TIME AND AT THIS TIME HE 

'_ I I 

( 

( 

MADE A STATEMENT TO ME AND I'VE THOUGHT ABOUT IT A GREAT DEAL, 

PARTICU~ARLY THE INFL~CTION IN HIS VOICE. HE SAID YOU GO AND THINK- £ 
ING BACK ON THIS, I'M NOT SURE IF HE WAS REALLY HAVING TROUBLE OR (, 

IF HE DID NOT iHINK I WAS GOING TO GO, AND PERHAPS WANTING TO SEE 

IF I WAS REALLY GOING TO GO. MADE THE DECISION TO GO AND I PULLED ( 

MY SEAT STRAP AND THE2E WAS A WIND BLAST AND I THOUGHT THAT WASN'T 

TOO BAD. I LOOKED DOWN AND REALIZED THAT I w~s STILL IN THE COCI­

P' T. .Y CANOPY 't;AS GOr~E FbUT MY Sc::.AT HAJJ Nor F fRED ALTHOUGH I N MY 

MIND I TH I NK I HAD THE HANDLE ALL WAY DOWN AND TH I SIS SOMETH I NG 

THAT . . . I IMMEDIATELY PULLED THE ALTERNATE HANDLE AND I WAS GONE • 

WHEN I VJAS ON THE GROUND, I ESTABLISHED OONTACT 'lIla( IMMEDIATELY 

WITH •• MEMBER OF THE FLIGHT AND I TOLD THEM THAT I WAS ON THE 

CROUND AND I WAS OK. HE SA I D HOW ABOUT EARL OR HOW ABOUT THE BACK 

SEATER OR SOMETH I NG. FORGET. ,. SA I D WELL I SA I D WELL I 'M NOT 

SURE. HE MAY HAVE BEEN HAZING SCME TROUBLE. DID YOU SEE HIM GO? 

HE SAl] Y..IS HE SAW TiVO SEATS LEAVE THE, AGEI. r SAIJ ARE YOU SURE? 

DIA ID H~76-¢1-02 
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•••• 

( 

( 

I I 

t 
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( .' 
( 

\ 
'fR) HE SAID YES. IN A MATTER OF MINUTES, TWO SANDY ACFT FLEW OVER MY « . 

HEAD ALTHOUGH BECAUSE OF CLOUD COVER I COULD NOT SEE THEM. I HAD 

GeOD RADIO CONTACT WITH THEM M"D I TALKE.D TO THEM. I GUESS IT WAS 

MAYBE 2~ MINUTES AFTeR I HIT THE GROUND TILL I WAS CAPTURES. • •••• 

DURING TrllS TIME, I'~ GUESSING, THEY CALLED EARL PERHAPS 1~ OR 12 

TIMES AND TO MY KNOWLEDGE THERE WASN'T ANY RESPONSE. I DIDN'T 

. .: 

{ 

HEAR ANY RESPONCE AND I DON'T TH I NK THERE ,,,'AS ANY. •• AT TH I S TI ME (: 

I WAS CAPTURED. THAT TAKES CARE OF THAT PORTION OF THE EJECTION 

AND XXI ~~HAT MAY HAVE HAPPENED TO EARL. HOWEVER I HAD SOME HOPE. 

, 
• ••• 

A FEW YEARS LATER. DURING MY INITIAL INTERROGATION I NEVER DID ( 

DIVULGE EARL'S FIRST NAMEI. OR HIS MARITAL STATUS. THEY DIDN'T 
( 

PRESS ME TOO MUCH FOR IT. HOWEVER I HAB A RAY OF HOPE IN THAT IN 

AUGUST 197¢ I WAS CALLED IN FOR A, WHAT WE CALLED •• INTERROGATlON. C 
I HAD NEVER HAD ••••••• AFTER A FE'~~ PREL I MINAR I ES Mm TELL I NG ME '. . 
HE WANTED TO GET TO KNOW ME, HE STARTED TO ASK ME ABOUT MY BACKSEAT. 

WE~~T (NTO 
HE .. IDIIIIIIMlAfl PERH.lPS 1¢ MINUTES OF ASKING ME QUESTIONS; WAS HE ( 

MARRIED? AND I SAID I DIDN'T KNOW. WHAT WAS HIS FIRST NAME? AND 

I SA[D [ DIDN'T KNC'W. • ••• NAME. THEN HE ASKED ME rFHE HAD 

GOTTEN OUT OF Th E ACFT AND I 'SA [D THAT I WAS NOT SURE BUT Y THOi.JGHr··;.'~ C 

THAT HE HAD GOtTEN OUT. HE SAID DID YOU TAKK TO HfM AFTER THAT 1 

AND I SAID NO t DID NOT. HE SAID ••••••• PARACHUTE? AND [SA[D NO 

-... 

[ DID NOT. THIS TYPE OF QUEST[ONING AND HE SEEMED TO PERSUE IT AND ( 

FIANLLY HE WAS DONE AND [ ASKED H(M~ SAI[ IS HE UP 'ERE? A~D HE 
C.' . 

SAID I DON'T KNOW. r WAS MOST CURIOUS AS TO THIS L1t\iE OF QUESTIONING. 

WHY HAD HE BROUGHT THIS UP AT THIS TIME, TWO AND A HALF YEARS LATER, ~ 
I • 1 

AND SEEM QUITE INTEREST=:D IN HIS FATE A~ID AT THAT TlrvlE I HELD SOME .. t 
HOPE ME MIGHT •••• SOME?LACE. SINCE THAT TIME I HAVE HEARD NOTHING. 

DIA ID H¢76-01-~3 ( 



( f 

( 

D 
tRJ THAT INTERRCGATION WAS IN AUGUST? 

( 

k _ j 

R YES. IT WAS WHAT WE CALLED THE •••• //GETTI~G PROGRESSIVELY WEAKER r 
AND NEAR IMPOSSIBLE TO HEAR// •••• I WAS HOPEFUL BECAUSE MY lllXI"K~K 

D 

( 
~)UiXIJJ~XXXXI8 WI NGMAN SA I D THAT HE SAW n'/O SEATS LEAVE THE ACFT !;iAI 

ME HAD IN FACT GOTTEN OUT 
ALTHOUGH THERE WAS SOME DOUBT IN MY MIND XM~XIX~XK«Xl~llllXXXX~~~~KK ( 

»XXXX WITH wHEN I PULLED THE FIRST SWITeH AND ONLY MY CANOPY WENT 

I THAT MAYBE THIS HAPPENED TO EARL, THAT MAYBE ONLY HIS CANOPY 

WENT BUT HIS SEAT DIDN'T GO. TO MY KNOWLEDGE, I HAVE NEVER HEARD 

OF HIM //G8LD// 

SUT YOU ~E'IER HEARD ANYTH I NG ABOUT HIM THE WHOLE T I EM YOU WERE UP 

THERE OTMER THAN THE INTERROGATOR1 

( 

( 

( 

R I WOULD FRE~UENTLY, WHEN I WOULD COME ACROSS A PERSON I HAD NOT 

R 

.... -.. ,-..'-' ... \ D 

R 

TAU<ED TO 3EFORE, WOULD .~SI( HIM ABOUT HIM. IN MY MIND I DON'T 

TH '~JK ••••••• 

WEHE BEING BROUGHT INTO THE SYSTEM, AT THE 

DID CONTACT ~ITH ANYBOJY • • • • • ANY 

REMaiBER? 

SOMEBODY YOU MAY 

OH NO. WHEN I WAS 

DC YOU KNOW OF ANY 

I DO NOT 

ALTHOUGH I DO HAV~ 1 

UP THERE TH."T ACCOUNT ED FOR OR 
, .... 

3 DAYS TO GET TO HANOI 

PEOPLE THAT DIED? 

• • • • • 

SuRE DIED TH:T I KNOW OF 

TELL ABOUT. THIS 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

. kat 

C 

( 

HAPPENED END FEBRUARy..... l 

//STARTS AND FAJES AWAY INTO THE SUNSET// 

GUY NAMED •••• 
( 

• • 
IN THERE BUT IT hAS A VERY SHORT TIME, PERHAPS A COUPL OF l 

AND ONE NIGHT AFTER WE WERE ALL LOCKED UP, THE GUARDS CArviE ••• 
( 
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T A S Jt FOR CEO M. I G A INC. 

Mr. George Atkinson 
AFMPC/.M.PCCB 

14.43 North 64th Drive 
Glendale, Ariaona 853.6 

Phone a PAX, (6'2) '1'~~5'1 

USAF Casualty Office 
Randolph APa, Texas 78150 

Dear C2orge, 

12 May 1993 

Reference our conversation thi5 morning regardin~ the plan ~o allow 
POW/MIA family members to review the Clo88ified inforrna~lon contained 
in the files of their missing men, I feel that the information 
contained in the returned POW8' debriefs would be both interesting and 
revealing to some family members. 

I have received conflicting information from various government 
aqencie::J concerning my son's incident, LTC Earl P. Hopper, Jr., to 
include being told there was no classified information on his 
incident. Yet, I know there is classified information regarding hiG 
incident whlch has not been released to W~, including all of the 
information provided by Captain (now Colonel, Retired) Keith Hall who 
was Earl's pilot the day of their shootdown. 

I r~spgct!ully roquest an unclassified verbatim extract be p~ovided to 
me of all information contained in Keith Hall's debrief statement 
pertaining to my son. If he made any additional statements about my 
son, I further request unclassified verbatim extracts of those 
statem&nt(s), too. 

Thank YOl,' very much for your cooperation on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~p.6..,....., 
EARL P. HOP~ SR. 
Colonel, US Army, Retired 

, .' '''( , , . 
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DPMca 

Debriefing Statement 

JeRe/CDD-CBB 

1. Reference ~our unclass1r1ed message l00404Z Sep 75 
and our rep11_ unclaas1rled message l21500Z Sep 75 or 

2. Permission has been reeel Ted t'roll'l L1.eutenant Colonel 
Keith X. Ral1 to relea3e the attached sanitized version 
ot h1.s detbneting to the next of kln or Captain Earl P. 
Hopper J Jr. Colonel Ball deleted a rev words !"rom the 
orig1Dal transcript ot his debrie!"1.ng,. 1.nd1cated bY' x' a, 
and added the underscored portions. 

FOR T"dE CHIEF 01' S'1'AFP 

~, 

ED SILVERBUSH, Majors TJ3A1P 
Chi.et. Missing·Persona 
Casualt"1 )(atters 
Asat DCS/Personnel tor Mil Pers 

1 Atch 
Debriefing \ 

Cy to: AF/XOXXX ' 
1602 AINTELG/INXB~ 
DIA/DIR-4H ' 
AF/DPEC \ 

~: 

'. 
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Arter be1ng told by the rI1~~t that he was on rire» and 
advised by h1s wingman that he should get out, Major Hall 
made the decision to eject. Th1s decision was relayed to 
other fl1ght members. Lieutenant Hopper was x x x 
told x x x to eject w1th no reply or results rrom 
Lieutenant Hopper. MaJor Hall then 8ald~ "Earl, get out.ft 
Lieutenant Hopper then sa1d, "I've pulled on it L~d it did 
not go. 1'1 ~ or Hall said 1tpull the other one!!f There vas 
no reply trom Lieutenant Rapper. MaJo~ Hall finally told 
Lieutenant Hopper to get oat, as they did not have much time. 
To this Lieutenant Hopper repl1ed.. "You go." 'fbe mean1ng ot 
this statement vas never determined. x x x ~~or Hall 
could not determine 1t Lieutenant Hopper vas actually unable 
to eject or it he was in eftect saying, 70u go tirst. Boss. 
as I alii not sure fOU reall7 mean 1t. Kajor Hall then ejetCted 
to get out. He pulled hIS tace curtain down which released 
his canop1 but. bis seat did not go. He completed the &Jection 
sequence only atter pul.l.1ng the alternate handl.e. Once on the 
ground Major Hall established TOlce contact w1th x x x the 
night lead. wbo stated during subsequent conversat1on tbat he 
had abaened two •• ats leave the a1rcraf't. MaJor Hall. also 
overheard l.0 to 12 attempts by SAR aircraft to contact 
Lieutenant Hopper. M!Jor Hall also tried to contact Lieutenant 
Hopper-but did Dot hear any rep17 or 1nd1cat~on ~ reply. 
Major Hall never reee~ved 1n~ormat1oD on Lieutenant Hopper 
while in eaptiY1.t7 except tor one :incident in AugUst 1910. 
An i."'ltarrogator quizzed Major Hall about 10 minutea concerning 
Lieutenant Hopper. Ma,t or Hall asked. the interrogator it" 
Lieutenant Hopper was a pr1.soner. The interrogator said he 
did not know. Not.b.1ng was eyer said that would aU£gnt 
Lieutenant Hopper was alive. 

'. ". ':... .-. 
" .'". 



SIDINARY OF FACTS AND CIRCUHSTAl.'lCES 

~UWOR EARL P. HOPPER, JR.,  

1. Lieutenant Colonel Keith N. Hall, aircraft commander, and Major 
Earl P. Hopper, Jr., pilot systems operator, comprised the crew of 
an F-4D aircraft that departed Udorn Airfield, Thailand, at 1430, 
10 January 1968, in the number three aircraft in a flight of four 
F-4Ds on a tIIG/CAP mission over North Vietnam. Weather in the target 
area was solid undercast with cloud tops at 6,000 feet and bases of 
4,000 feet. Visibility was ten miles. At approximately 1607, as the 
flight arrived at a point within about ten miles of Hoa Lac Airfield, 
Colonel Hall and Major Hopper's aircraft was damaged by a surface-
to-air missile. The aircraft commander immediately radioed that they 
had been hit. Flames and streaming fuel were observed coming from 
the aft section of the left engine. Colonel Hall kept the aircraft 
under control for several minutes during this period and voice contact 
was maintained with him. Colonel Hall jettisoned the tanks and all 
external stores. When the flames increased in intensity, the crew 
members were advised to eject. Two objects were seen to leave the 
aircraft approximately four seconds apart'; the first obj ect was iden­
tified as an ejection seat, the second object could not be identified. 
The burning aircraft and the two objects disappeared into a cloud 
undercast and no other sightings were made. While the remainder of 
the flight was orbiting the area, a strong emergency signal was heard 
and some of the flight members reported hearing what they believed to 
be two beeper signals on almost the same cycle. Voice contact was 
then established with Colonel Hall who radioed that he was okay. His 
location was approximately 41 miles southwest of Hoa Binh, North Vietnam, 
in a densely wooded area, near the top of a ridge. He stated that 
clouds were approximately 1,000 feet above him. When asked about Major 
Hopper, Colonel Hall replied that Major Hopper was having trouble 
getting out of the aircraft, and that he did not know if he had ejected. 

f7' One of the two A-1E aircraft, that joined in the search, was able to 
. )~~ penetrate the heavy cloud cover. No voice or visual contact was estab-
~~ 1ished with Major Hopper during the search. Before the search was 

~. suspended due to darkness and weather conditions, voice contact was 
~/ lost with Colonel Hall. An electronic and visual search was made of 

the area beginning at first light on 11 January 1968. Due to lack 
of contact and deteriorating weather the search was terminated later 
in the day. 

2. In accordance with the provisions of Section 555, Title 37, USC, 
both crew members were continued in a missing status at the expiration 
of the initial 12-month period of absence. 



3. The status of Colonel Hall was changed to captured on 6 August 1968 
and he was repatriated during Operation HO}mCOMING. In his debriefing 
he related that after he was told by members of his flight that his 
aircraft was on fire, he made the decision to eject. He advised the 
flight of his decision and told ~~jor Hopper twice to eject but got no 
response from him. Finally he said, "Earl, get out!" Major Hopper 
then responded by saying, "I pulled on it and it did not go." Colonel 
Hall again told }~jor Hopper to eject, as they did not have much time, 
and Major Hopper replied, "You go." Colonel Hall pulled his face 
curtain down, which released his canopy but his seat did not go. He 
then pulled the alternate handle to complete the ejection system and 
he was ejected from the aircraft. After he reached the ground, Colonel 
Hall established radio contact with his wingman, \vho stated during 
subsequent conversation that he saw two seats leave the aircraft. 
Colonel Hall heard the search and rescue personnel make 10 or 12 
attempts to contact Major Hopper but did not hear a reply. Colonel 
Hall never received information about Major Hopper during his imprison­
ment, except in August 1970 when an interrogator Questioned him about 
Major Hopper for about 10 minu . however, the interrogator said nothing 

suggest ~~jor Hopper was alive. 

4. On 23 November 1970, Mrs. Cora l.Jeiss of the Committee of Liaison 
with Fa~ilies of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam, passed a letter 
dated 20 November 1970, to the State Department. This letter, received 
from Tran Trong Quat, a member of the Vietnam Committee for Solidarity 
with the American People whose official standing in the North Vietnamese 
government has been acknowledged by the State Department, contained a 
list of US pilots missing in the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and 
was an accounting of personnel whose families had inquired about them. 
Major Hopper's name was included on the list with the words "Never 
Detained in North Vietnam" written beside it, but no other information 
was provided. 

5. On 10 December 1970, the Swedish Embassy provided a list of the 
- names of 207 Americans to the State Department for whom the Swedish 

government, at the request of the next of kin, had attempted to obtain 
an accounting from the North Vietnamese. Major Hopper's name was on 
the list with the words "Never Captured in North Vietnam" written 
beside it. 

6. On 30 July 1971, an additional written statement was obtained from 
Major Charles R. Brown, a pilot of the number four aircraft in the 
flight. He stated that the second of three SAris detonated under Colonel 
Hall and Major Hopper's aircraft causing fire and extensive damage. 
Both aircraft separated from the rest of the flight, turned, and headed 



southwest. After rollout from the turn, Major Brown positioned 
his aircraft close to Colonel Hall and ~~jor Hopper's aircraft to 
survey the damage. When within 1,000 to 1,500 feet, he could see 
the external stores had been severely damaged and he suggested to 
Colonel Hall they be jettisoned. Shortly after they were released, 
the fire intensified and Colonel Hall advised he had control problems, 
engine difficulty, and fuel starvation to at least one engine. They 
were advised to bailout at this time due to possible explosion of 
the aircraft. The first bailout order was not acknowledged and the 
crew was again told to bailout. After a long wait, the second 
transmission was acknowledged by Colonel Hall and was followed Jy 
an anonymous radio call to "Bail out. 1t Due to the aircraft fire, 
Major Brown could not get close enough to the aircraft to visually 
check both occupants. He did not, however, see the rear canopy or 
rear seat eject at any time, but saw the front canopy leave the 
aircraft. He believes this to be significant because the rear seat 
should have ejected first. Shortly after Colonel Hall ejected, the 
aircraft .broke into three pieces and disappeared into the clouds. 
Colonel Hall does not know whether Major Hopper ever got out of the 
aircraft. 

7. No official accounting for Major Hopper was ever received from 
the North Vietnamese government or its allies, and his name never 
appeared in the prisoner communication channels which proved to be 
reliable. In addition, no further information pertaining to him has 
ever been obtained from any other source. 

3 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE MILITARY PERSONNEL CENTER 

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE TEXAS 

HQ AFMPCIDPMCB 
550 C Street West Suite 15 
Randolph AFB TX 18150-4111 

Colonel Earl P. Hopper, USA, Retired 
14043 North 61th Drive 
Glendale AZ 85306 

Dear Colonel Hopper 

23 MAY 1994 

The attached Detailed Report of Investigation that we received from the Joint 
Task Force - Full Accounting (JTF-FA), is forwarded for your information. 

Although a Joint U.S.lSocialist Republic of Vietnam Team investigated the case 
of your son, Lieutenant Colonel Earl P. Hopper. Jr., they were unable to find any 
material evidence that would warrant further investigation. As a resul~ his case has 
been recommended for placement into the ''Pending Category" until such time as new 
material evidence is discovered. 

We are furnishing this information in keeping with our policy of providing 
everything we receive which may relate to the case of your son. 

If you have any questions concerning this report, please call us on our toll free 
telephone line (800-531-5501). 

Attacl:unent: 
JTF-FA/J24 Ur, Ser: 504, 
14 April 1994 wlEnclosure 

Sincerely 

~t~ 
WllllAM R FRAMPTON 
Senior Liaison Officer 
Missing Persons & Inquiries Division 

":J(esponsil)e 10 llie fJ!I:rs.rion - - clensilil)e 10 llie !Peopfe" 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE MILITARY PERSONNEL CENTER 
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE TEXAS 

HQ AFMPCIDPMCB 
550 C Street West Suite 15 
Randolph Am TX 78150-4717 

Dear Air Force FamDy Member 

[22 MAR 199. 

The Joint Task Forc:e-FaJI Ac:c:ounUng (JTF-FA) perlodlc:aDy presents to the Southeast 
Asian Governments, case narratives pertainina to missing and unaccounted for Americans 
from the Southeast AsIan codct. 

The Commander, JTII'-F A, has asked. that we proVIde you a copy or the attached. case 
namdives that was passed to the Vietnamese aovernment on 3 Febmary 1994. We request 
that you inform other members of your ramny, as you deem appropriate, of this action taken 
by the JTF-FA. 

Sincerely 

V:i:-tk 
WILLIAM R. FRAMPTON 
Senior IJaison Officer 
Missina Persons & Inquhies Division 

Attachment: 
Case Narrative 



JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL·ACCOUNTING 
.BOX64044 

CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044 

CASE 0981-0-01 
NARRATIVE 

ON 10 JANUARY 1968, FIRST LIEUTENANT EARL P. HOPPER, JUNIOR, 

AND CAPTAIN KEITH N. HALL WERE THE CREW ABOARD AN F-4D FIGHTER 

(SERIAL NUMBER 66-8704) IN A FLIGHT OF FOUR AIRCRAFT ON A COMBAT 

AIR PATROL MISSION OVER NORTHERN VIETNAM. THEIR AIRCRAFT WAS HIT 
-----------~,~ 

BY A SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILE,~:rNT() THREE PIE~AND FELL TO 

THE GROUND IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES VH774777, 

APPROXIMATELY 35 KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF MOC CHAU AND 6 

KILOMETERS WEST-NORTHWEST OF TA COM, SON LA PROVINCE. CAPTAIN 

HALL PARACHUTED TO THE GROUND AND WAS CAPTURED. ON HIS RETURN TO 

U.S. CONTROL IN 1973, HE STATED THAT AFTER THE AIRCRAFT WAS HIT, 

HE TOLD FIRST LIEUTENANT HOPPER TO EJECT BUT HE DID NOT OBSERVE A 

PARACHUTE OR HEAR ANY EMERGENCY RADIO TRANSMISSIONS FROM FIRST 

LIEUTENANT HOPPER. THE OTHER FLIGHT MEMBERS OBSERVED OBJECTS 

SEPARATING FROM THE DAMAGED AIRCRAFT BUT DID NOT SEE ANY 

PARACHUTES. 

ON 11 NOVEMBER 1993, A JOINT TEAM VISITED XUAN NHA VILLAGE, 

MOC CHAU DISTRICT, SON LA PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE THIS CASE. THE 

TEAM INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES. MR. DINB VAN XUAN, A FORMER 

DISTRICT MILITARY COMMANDER FROM 1970-1972, REPORTED THAT LATE 

ONE AFTERNOON ON AN UNRECALLED DATE, HE WAS INFORMED BY XUAN NHA 

VILLAGERS THAT AN AIRCRAFT HAD CRASHED ON A MOUNTAIN IN THANH HOA 

PROVINCE. 

PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE 
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING 
THE 3 FEB 94 TECHNICAL MEETING 



.- CASE 0981-0-01 

THE MILITIA FORCES HAD CAPTURED A RED-HAIRED CAUCASIAN WHO WAS 

MOVED TO MOC CHAU DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS THE FOLLOWING MORNING AND 

EVENTUALLY TRANSFERRED TO THE DEFENSE MINISTRY IN HANOI. IN JULY 

1977, MR. XUAN REPORTED HE FOUND AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE NEAR A JUNGLE 

STREAM IN SOUTHERN SON LA PROVINCE. HE RECOVERED A HELMET, A 

PARACHUTE, A PISTOL AND A SEAT ABOUT 50 METERS FROM THE WRECKAGE. 

THE ITEMS WERE GIVEN TO DISTRICT AUTHORITIES. MR. XUAN ALSO 

FOUND A SMALL BONE FRAGMENT WHICH HE LOST SEVERAL YEARS LATER. 

THE SECOND WITNESS, MR. DINH VAN PHANH, REPORTED HE WAS ONE OF 

SEVERAL VILLAGERS WHO SCAVENGED THE WRECKAGE. HE HAD NO 

KNOWLEDGE OF REMAINS OR PERSoNAL EFFECTS FOUND IN THE AREA. THE 

ALLEGED CRASH SITE AND THE OFFICIAL INCIDENT LOCATION ARE IN A 

REMOTE, MOUNTAINOUS REGION, REQUIRING A THREE-TO-FOUR DAY WALK. 

DUE TO THE FLOODED CONDITIONS IN THE AREA, THE TEAM WAS UNABLE TO 

INVESTIGATE THE SITES. 

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

NAME: HOPPER, EARL PEARSON JUNIOR 

RANK: FIRST LIEUTENANT, U.S. AIR FORCE 

DATE OF BIRTH: 21 JULY 1943 

RACE: CAUCASIAN 

HEIGHT: 1.78 METERS 

WEIGHT: 83.8 KILOGRAMS 

HAIR: BROWN 

EYES: BLUE 

.. 



JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL·ACCOUNTING 
BOX 64044 

CAMP H. M. "S1vIITH, HAWAII 96861-4044 

Vl;! so 0981-0-01 

TO Tuong Thuat 

V~o ng~y 10 th~ng 1 nam 1968, Trung ~y EARL P. HOPPER, JUNIOR, va 

D{\i uy KEITH N. HALL la phi hanh vi€n tr€n chie'c may bay chien d~u F-4D (56 

hi~u 66-8704) trong bien d9i b6n chiec VaG nhi'm Vl;! tuan tra qua mien bac 

vi6t Nam. chi(c m~y bay bi b'n tr~ng bAng t€n l~a d~t d6i khOng, bi va 

thanh ba manh va roi xu6ng trong ph{\m vi cua t9a d9 VH774777, khoang 35 

ciy 56 phia dOng nam cua MeC chAu va 6 cay 56 phia tay tay bac cua Ta Com, 

tinh San La. D{\i uy HALL nhay du xu6ng d~t va bi bat. Sau khi tro ve My 

trong nam 1973, 6ng ta noi 5au khi may bay bi ban tr~ng, 6ng ta noi Trung 

~y HOPPER nhay ra nhung 6ng ta kh6ng th~y du hay nghe tin hi.u c~p c~u t~ 

Trung ~y HOPPER. T6 lai khac th~y co V?t roi khoi chiec may bay bi pha huy 

nhung kh6ng th~y duo 

Vao ngay 11 thang 11 nam 1993, met dei hon ht;1p den xii Xu in Nha, 

huy,n M9C chau, tinh San La d~ dieu tra v~ nay. Dei phong v~n hai nhan 

ch~ng. 6ng Dinh Van Xuan, qtu Xa Dei Truong tti nam 1970 1972, cho biet 

vao bu6i chieu kh6ng nh6' ngay, din xi Xu in Nha cho Ong ta biet co chiec may 

bay bi roi tr€!O n~i 0 dnh Thanh Hoa. L\fC luqng din quin b't s6ng nglIoi da 

trang toc do, ng~y hom sau chuy~n tdi bQ chi huy huy,n MQc chAu v~ thoi 

gian sau chuy~n tdi be ~u6c phong 0 Ha N9i. Trong thang 7 n~m 1977, ong 

Xuan oao da ~~m thAy xac may bay gan xu6i 0 trong rung ph1a nam cua tinh 

San La. ong ta tbu hOi r..jt non phi cong, m9t ca i du, mot khau sung ll;!C va 
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v~ s6 0981-0-01 

chinh quyen huy~n. ong Xu an cung tim duqc mQt manh xuong nho nhung mat 

vai nam sau. Nhan ch~ng th~ hai, 6ng ~inh van Phanh, cho biet 6ng la m9t 

trong nhang ngudi dan xA thu nh~t xac may bay. 6ng ta kh6ng biet gi v~ hai 

cot hay v~t ea nhan tim duqe 0 trong khu v~c. ch6 duqe eho 1a eh6 roi va 

hi~n trudng theo ho sO My deu 0 khu v~e heo 1anh, vung nui, mat ba den bon 

ngay dudng bQ. vi l~t trong khu v~e, oQi khong th~ oieu tra hi$n trudng. 

Sau oay 1a nhang chi tiet 1iin quan: 

H9 va t~n: HOPPER, EARL ~EARSON JUNIOR 

Cap b~c: Trung uy, Khong guan My 

Ngay sinh: 21 thang 7 nam 1943 

chung tQe: Da tr~ng 

Chieu cao: 1.78 met 

can n~ng: 83.8 ki 

M~U toe: Nau 

M~U mat: xanh 
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AIR FORCE 
,CASUALTY MATTERS 

MISSING PERSONs I INQUIRIES DIVISION 
DATAFAX TRANSMlssrON 

/i 
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FROM: :...::r~ 0(7 ~ /~ 11C'/NS w"') OFFICE SYMBOL: AFMpC/bPMCB 

T~LEPHoNE NUMBER: 487-3752 

THIS tJATAFAX CONSISTS OF l PAGES(INC/vJi",-, +hiS r'''S e..) 

PLEASE: CALL THE ABOVE NUMBER FOR CONFIRMATiON OF RECEIPT 

AtTENTION: ,C c.rf Ct tV ~ If., ppe/\ 

NUMBER TO cALL FOR PICKUP: ___ , _____ _ 

SUbJECT: __ ~~ __ /~_e./~d~~~~~~v_~_s~II~:r~Af~~_N~/~/~~~o_~~T ____ __ 

COMMENTS: 



JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING 
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HA WAll 96861-5025 

J24 
1771 

:J2979565::= 3 

Ser: 456 
29 Nov 93 

To: Headquarters, Air Force Military Personnel Center 
Attn: JPMCB, Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001 

SUbj: FIELD :~NESTIGATION REPORT ASSOCIATED WITH REFNO 0981 

Encl: (1) C~TFFA DET ONE BANGKOK THjj221026Z NOV 93 

1. Enclosure (1) is provided for release to the next of kin of 
EARL P. HOPPER, JR. (REFNO 0981-0-01). 

2. The JTF-FA has sanitized the enclosed report by deleting U.S. 
personnel names per Executive Order 12812, 22 Jul 92, and Title 
5, U.S. Code 552a (Privacy Act). In no instance has substantive 
material been =emoved. 

Copy to: 
DPMO-SP (w/o encl) 
OPMO-RD (w/o encl) 
USCINCPAC/J30M (w/o encl) 
REFNO FILE 

(j~;~/, 
CHARLES R. MA~~NEAU, ~. 
By direction 
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~ 221026Z NOV ~3 =~N 93?378P37 

~~ CJTFFA )E7 O~E aANGKOK TH 

~o CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 

:t.FO JCS WASHDCl/GCJCS-?U-HIA/J5l1 
~SC:NCPAC HONOLU~U HIIIJ2/J3/J3GMII 
USC:NCPAC LO WASH~C 
SECDEf WASHDCII~SDP:RSAII 
CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HIIITAPC-PE~-HII 
NSC WASHDC 
RUEHC/SECSTATE ~A:HDCIIEAP/VLCII 
C:A WASHDCIIOEA/SEA/IB/)DO/EA/ICOG/I 
D:A WASHDC 

z~~THI~ is A 3 ~A~T HSG COLLATE' 8Y MDU*** 
UNCLAS BANGKOK TH 43257 
UNCLASSIFIED D73~ NOV ~3 

SU8J: FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT: CASE 0981. 
REF: CJTFFA, DE7 ONE, BANGKOK TH, DTG200247Z NOV 93. 

:. REF IS THE SJ~~ARY REPORT OF Tr.E 26TH JOINT ~IELD 
ACTIVITY CONDUCTE) IN VIETNAM FROM 21 oct TO 16 ~OV 93· 
FARAGRAPH 3CSS) Of REF CONCERNS THE·INVESTIGATION OF -
CASE 0981. THE INVESTI~ATION OF THIS CASE IS RlPOKTlD 
:N DETAIL HEREIN. THIS REPORT IS SASED ON FIEL) 
ANALYSIS ALONE AND IS NOT INTENDED TO PROVIDE F:NAL 
ANALYTICAL CONCLUSIONS· 

5029795651::: Z 

2. SUMMARY Of INVESTISATION: ON 11 NOV 93, IE2 
INVESTIGATED CASE 0981 !N XUAN NHA VILLAGE, MOC CHAU 
DISTRICT, SON LA FROVINCE. THIS CASE INVOLVES LOSS Of 
AN F - 4 D P! LOT W n E ~i HIS P LAN E \IS ASS HOT DOW N 8 Y A SUR F ACE - (" ~ /0 J 0. ~ t. f 
TO-AIR MISSILE WHILE ON A COMSA T AIR PA iROL ON ~:JA1D-:-r----Y 
be. THE ........... C'_ ... SUCCESSFULLY E";::.CTtD, 
WAS CAPT RED, AND RETURNED TO THE U.S. DURING 
"OPERAT N HOMEC0~:NG". IE2 INTERVIEWED T~O WITNESSES. 
ONE OF HE INDIv:nUALS PROVIDED INFORMATION ON A PLANE 
CRASH SOUTHER~ SON LA PROVINCE. A CREWMAN UAS 
ALLEGE LY CAPTURED AND EVENTUALLY TAKEN TO HANO:. THIS 

1 OF 6 

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu 
u U N C LAS S I FIE D U 
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221026Z NOV 93 
CJTfFA DET ONE 
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:NFOR~A7:~~ (:~~~_~~~: -0 CASE O~81. 307H ~I7NE:SES 
FROV:)ED :NF0R~A7::~ :~ -~E J:SCOVE~Y Of A C~ASH S:7E :~ 
·JUL 77. G~lE': F 7~E :~D:';'I)UALS AL.:"E~E}L Y FOUN:J AN 
UNIDENTIFIE) aONE FRAGMENT AMONG THE ~RECKAGE. ~E 
STATED HE ~0ST 7HE 30NE :EVERAL YEARS LATER. HE ALSO 
FOUND A ~E~~E~, A ~ARAC~CTE, A PISTOL, AND A SEAT. 
l rrORDING T'"' -''':::- '--:-"E7-::' ~H::-"~ .,.-;:-'"'<:" 'J~PE G~\JC"\I"'O r ",,,-,- .~; "l ..... __ •• f ",,_, • _wt.. J..l_li .... _.' .J.1_,. I ~. 

J:STRICT AUTHOR:r:ES w~o RETURNED 7HE~ 70 VILLAGERS. 
THE ITE~S WERE REPORTE)LY DESTROYED THROUGH PERSONAL USE 
BY THE ';:L:"AGERS. ~;E:7HER !NDIIJI)UAL HAJ FURTHER 
KNOWLEJGE OF RE~~::~S OR ~ERSONAL EfFECTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THIS INCI:E~T. 7H~ ALL~GED C~ASH SIT~ AND THE OffICIAL 
:NCIDENT LOCAT:ON ~o~ THIS CASE ARE !~ A REMOTE, 
MOUNTAINOuS REGIO~~ REa~IRING A THRE~-TO-FOUR-DAY WALK. 
THE ROAD ~~ADING 7) THE NEAREST VILL~GE (15 KILOMETERS 
FROM THE INCIDENT :"OCAT!ON FOR CASE C~81) WAS fLOODED. 
THEREFORE, :S2 W~: ~NASLE TO CONDUCT SITE SURVEYS. U.S. 
?ERSONNEL MUST ~ETURN TO SON LA PROV:~CE TO SURVEY THE 
7~O SITES. RECO~~E~) THIS CASE FOR ~~INVESTIGAT:ON. 

~. DETAILS OF :~;EST:GAT:ON: 
A. ON 21 OC7 93, IE2 ARRIVED I~ HANOI TO BEGIN 

7HE 26TH JOINT FIEL' ACTIVITY. MEMBERS OF THE JOINT 
:NVESTIGAT:ON TEA~ WERE AS FOLLOWS: 

(1) U.S. CO~T!NGENT: 

-:::.~I ..... (TEAM LEADER) 
MSCT i 1- (ASSISTANT TElM LE!DERl 
CPT 

SFC e· _ (;1EDI() 
SSG: • •• (LINGUIST/ANALYST) 
SGT _ ,- (LINGUIST/ANALYST) 
SSG e. (SEARCH/RECOVERY SPECIALIST) 
SSG l1li •. (SEARCH/RECOVERY SPECIAL!ST) 
SGT _ •. 2 (EOD SPECIALIST> 

(2) VIETNAMESE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT CONTINGENT: 
MR. HA KIM ~GOC (HAF KIM NGOCJ) - TEAM LEADER 
MR. '?HA~ VM~ NGOC (PHAM VAWN NGOCJ) 
MR. LE THANH LONG (LEE THANH LONG) 
MR. ?HUNG TRONG HANH (PHUNGF TRONGJ HANH) 
MR. PHAM VAN KHAI (PHAMJ VAWN KHAIS) 
8. ON 21 OCT ~3, IE2 MET WITH MEMBERS OF THE SON 

LA PEOPL~S COMM:TTSE AND MR. LE VAN NGUONG (LE VAWN 
NGUOONG), DEPUTY CHA!RMAN OF SON LA PROVINCE. HE 
EXPLAINED TO THE JOINT TEAM THE PROV:NCE WOULD ENSURE 
FAVORABLE CONDIT:ONS ~ERE CREATED FOR THE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND THAT ADVANCE FREPARATIONS WENT W~LL. THE PROVINCE 
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~~?RE:~~TA7:VE =:R ~IA ~=~A:RS ~AS ~R. ~RAN r:EN :TRAANF 
TIEENS) . 

C. ON 11 \CV ~3~ :S2 :NVES7IGAT~) :ASE 0981 IN 
XUAN NHA VILLAG~- ~O( CHAU JIS7R:C7, SON LA ?ROVINC~ 
{GRID COORDINAT~: ~=QV~7~2901). iHE JOINT TEAM 
INTERVIEWEJ MR. J:~H VAN XUAN (JDINH VAUN XUAAN), A 48 
YOA VILLAGE OFF:::AL. HE PROVIJE) THE f0LLOWI~5 

INF'JRMA7:0N: 
(1) ~~. XUAN WAS 7HE DISTRICT MILITARY 

COMMANDER FROM :~7C-7~. LATE ONE AFTERNOON ON AN 
UNKNOWN DATE, HE ~AS :~FORME) 3Y VILLAGERS FROM XUAN NHA 
THAT AN AIRCRAF~ ~AD CRASHED ON A MOUNTA!N IN THANH HOA 
PROVINCE (NEAR T~E HeA SINH - THANH HOA PROVINC:AL 
BOUNDARY). WHEN HE WENT ARR:VED AT THE VILLAGE, MILITIA 
fORCES HAD ~PTURED A RED-HAIRED CAUCAS:AN MALE.' 
APPROX:MATELY 1.5 METE~S TALL. HE DID NOT HAVE ANY 
WOUNDS .. MR. XU~~ CHECKED THE ~RISONER'S PERSONAL 
8ELONG:~GS AND F:~ND A RA)IO AND A HELMET. THEY ALSO 
FOUND A ?ARACHU-~ NEAR3Y. THE ITEMS WERE GIVEN TO 
DISTRICf AUTHOR:TIES. MR. XUAN HAD NO FURTHER KNOWLEDGE 
Of THEIR DISPOS:TION. THE PRISONER STAYED AT TA LAO 
HAMLET (XUAN NHA VILLAGE) THAT NIGHT. THE NEXT MORNING, 
HE UAS MOVED TO ~oc CHAU DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS AND 
EVENTUALLY TRANSF~RREJ TO THE DEFENSE MINISTRY IN HANOI. 
MR. XUAN COULD ~OT PROVIDE ANY fURTHER INFORMATION ON 
THE PR:::SONER. 

(2) A~TER SEARCHING FOR THE CRASH SITE FOR 
SEVEN YEARS, MR. XUAN (ACCOMPAN!E) BY APPROXIMATELY 50 
VILLAGERS) fOUNJ ?LANE WRECKAGE NEAR A JUNGLE STREAM IN 
SOUTHERN SON LA ~ROVINCE IN JUL 77. THE LOCATION !S 
ABOUT 2S KILOMETERS SOUTH OF XU AN NHA VILLAGE. ABOUT 50 
METERS FROM THE ~RECKA$E HE FOUND A HE~MET, A BADLY 
BURNED PARACHUT~, A SEAT, AND A FISTOL· THESE ITEMS 
WERE GIVEN TO DISTRICT AUTHORITIES. HE HAD NO FURTHER 
KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR DISPOSITION· THE PLANE WRECKAGE WAS 
RETAINE~ BY THE VILLAGERS fOR PERSONAL USE. MR. XUAN 
ALSO FOUND A SMALL, UNIDENTIFIABLE BONE FRAGMENT NEAR 
THE WRECKAGE. HE TOOK THE BONE WHEN HE LEFT THE SITE. 
HE LOST THE BONE SEVERAL YEARS.LATER. MR. XUAN HAD NO 
FURTHER KNOWLEDG~ Of RE~AINS OR PERSONAL EFfEC7S 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE SITE. HE WAS ALSO UNABLE TO PROVIDE 
INFORMATION ON A~Y OTHER INCIDENTS INVOLVING U.S. 
PERSONNEL. 

D. THE SEC~N) ~ITNESS WAS MR. DINH VAN PHANH 
(DDINH VA UN PHAN~), A E~ YOA VICE CHAIRMAN OF XUAN NHA 
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VILLAGE. ~R. PHA~H ?ROV:JED ~HE ~OL~OWIN$ :NFCRMA7ION: 
HR. PHANH Dr) ~jOTGAD'/ K.~~Ol;.;:"'EDGE :;F iHE C:-:ASH Slrt: :~~ 
SOUTHERN SON LA ;~CVINCE ~NT:L J977. HE A~D NUME~OUS 
YILLAGE~S SCAVENG~) THE A~EA FOR THREE DAYS· BURNED 
AIRCRAfT WRECKAGE WAS STREWN OVER A 200 METER AREA. A 
LARG~ PORTION OF -~E WRECKAGE APPEARE) TO ~AVE 8EE~ 
~ASHED AWAY. THE METAL AND OTHER ITEMS WERE RETAINED 
FOR PERSONAL USE· MR. PHANH HA) NO KNOWLEJGE OF U·S. 
REMAINS OR PERSG~AL EFFECTS :N THE AREA. 

~. THE SITE ~EPORTED BY THE WITNESSES AND THE 
OFFIC:AL INCIDEN7 LOCATION FOR CASE 0951 ARE IN A 
REMOTE, MOUNTAINOUS REG:ON~ REQUIRING A THREE-iO-fOUR­
DAY WALK. DUE TO TIME CONSTRAINTS, IE2 WAS UNABLE TO 
SURVEY THE SITES. 

4 • MAT E R I ALE v I J E ~J (E : NON E . 

S. SUR'iEY RESUL TS: NONE (SEE PARAGRAPH 3E). 

6. RE(~~MENDED F~TURE ACTIONS: RECOMMEND THIS CASE FOR 
REINVESTIGATION (SEE "ANALYST COMMENTS"). 

7. PERTINENT LOCA7!ON OR DATA CHANGES: NONE. 

8. AREAS OR CAS~ FILE INFORMATION NOT INVESTIGATED: 
SEE "ANALYST COM~~NTS". 

9. ANALYST (OMME~TS: 
A. THE WIn;::SSES REPORTED THEIR INF ~RMATION IN A 

STRAIGHTfORWARD ~ANNER. ALTHOUGH THE TEAM OBTAINED ONLY 
L:MITED INFORMAT!0N ON THE PLANE (RASH IN SOUTHERN SON 
LA PROVINCE, THE !NCIJENT REPORTEJ BY MR. XUAN 
CORRELATES WITH CASE 0981. THE GENERAL LOCAT!ON AND THE 

-:Q2979565~:: '5 

CAPTURE Of AN AIR~AN, AND THE REMAINS fOUND AT THE CRASH ~ 
SITE MATCH u.S· ~ATA ON THIS CASE (SEE PARAGRAPH 3()· • ~ 
REPORTS FROM -THE SURVIVING CREWMAN AS WELL AS OTHER ~ - '. 
WITNESSES IS PROBABLY THE ITE EXCAVATED JCRC IN 19 4. ~ PI I ~ 
- (3) THE THIRD WIT S, THOUGH IIlILLING TO T LK j.{)~-~ 

TO THE TEAM, APPEA~ED SLIGHTLY NERVOUS AND WAS NOT 
STRAIGHT fORWARD IN HIS ANSWERS· WHEN ASKED A QUESTION, 
HIS ANSWERS WERE VAGUE AND NON-COMM!TTAL. THE 
INFORMATION PROVIJED BY MR. CHIA WAS LESS THAN 
TRUSTWORTHY. IT ~AS AFPARENT TO THE TEAM THAT CHIA WAS 
HIDING SOMETHING. HIS DIRECT PARTICIPATION IN THE 
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~EC0VERY OF THE ~EMAINS, AND SUBSEQUENT USE Of THOSE 
REMAINS FOR FAVORAaL~ TREATMENT ONCE HE ESCAPED FROM 
VIETNAM, FR08ABLY RELATE TO HIS ~VAS:VENESS. 

(4) ALTHOUG~ THREE WITNESSES KNEW Of AN 
ALLEGED SET OF AMERICAN ~EMAINS AND ~ERSONAL E~FECTS, ~o 
:NfORMAT:ON OSiA:~ED DURING TH~ COUR~~ Of THIS 
INVESTIGATION CAN ASSOCIATE THE ALLEGED REMAINS OR 
~ERSONAL EFFECTS ~ITH 7~IS CASE· T~E ONLY IDENTIF!ED 
INDIV!DUAL PARTIC:PATING IN THE RECOVERY OF REMAIN IS 
DECEASED. 

(5) W:TH THE ~ACK OF INFORMATION OBTAINED 
DURING THIS JFA, NEGATIVE RESULTS OF THE SURVEY AT THE 
AREA INDICATED BY TWO WITNESSES, SURVEY OF THE LAST 
KNOUN LOCATION IN U.S. RECORDS, AND WARTIME 
I~VESTIGATIONS, ~ECOMMEN) THIS CASE 8E PLACED IN THE 
PENDING CATEGORY. 

::29795651:;; :3 

10. SC:ARCH AND R::COVERY S~EC:A!..IST CjMMENTS: THE CRASH ~77'7t' S 
S~TE WAS PREVIOUSLY EXCAVATED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. ~, 
THE WITNESSES COJLD N07 GIVE LOCATION OF POSSIBLE BURIAL 
LOCATION. 

A. LOGISTICS: NIA 
B. RECOMMENDATIONS: RECQMMENDNO FURTHER RECOVERY 

ACTIVITY. AT THIS SITE. 

11. TEAM CHIEF CO~MENTS: 
A. THE TEAM RECEIVED GOOD SUP~ORT FROM THE 

V:ETNA~ESE GOVER~ME~T. THIS INCLUDES BOTH CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT AND ~ROVINCE CONTINGENTS. THE PROVINCIAL A~D 
LOCAL. GOVERNMENT ~ERE VERY COOPERATIVE AND fOLLOWED-UP 
ON ALL REQUESTS ~ROM THE AMERICAN TEAM IN ATTAINING 
WITNESSES :DENTI~:::) DURING INTERVIE~S. 

8. ALL LOCA7IONS IN THIS ~E?ORT WERE OBTAINED 
USING THE GLOBAL POSITIONING SYSTEM (GPS) ACQUIRING A 
MINIMUM OF THREE SATELLITES. 

C .. THE VIETNAMESE TEAM WAS UNA8LE TO PROVI~E ANY 
WITNESSES WITH F:RSTHAND INFORMATION RELATED TO THIS 
CASE. THERE ARE MANY RUMORS THROUGHOUT THE VILLAGE Of 
THE RECOVERY OF ALLEGED AMERICAN REMAINS, EVIDENT 
THROUGH REFUGEE REPORTING. ALTHOUGH WITNESSES PROVIDED 
HEARSAY CONCERNI~JG THESES ALLEGED REMAINS, THE 
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBLE !S NOW DECEASED. THE MANY 
UNANSWERED QUESTIONS CONCERNING THESE REMAINS WILL GO 
UNANSWERED. 

D. WITH THE NEGATIVE RESULTS OF THE CURRENT 
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INVESTIGATION, SURVE~ OF THE INCIDENT LOCATION, AND -HE 
RECOVERY OF AN AI~CRAfT CRASH SITE BY ~C :~~ :'~7Y...J. ~ 7 
RECOMMEND THIS CASE 3E PLAC~) IN THE PENDING CATEG0RY. 

8T 

DLVR:~DR JTF-FA HONOL~L~ HI(O) ... ACT 

5029795651::: "! 

J2(1) ... INFO fOR USCINC?AC HONOLULU H(13) :907~/17/0942 
J3(1) JS(2) OO-J1-04(1) W~MCS(D) MDT(O) ~~NGb~PCMT(O) J3D-R(1) 
J30-M(1) J20(1) ":1(1) J03(1) JOOXCld FPAC1) CDO(1) 

*~~ MDU office codes that have received this message: ~~~ 

MDUOPR 
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