La: Colonel Moodv, I nave one :Zurcther quastion. would 7ou state for che
record what effect, if anv, the classified information had on your
decision?

Colonel Moody: IMPACT OF CLASSIFIED: YNone.

LA: Further, I'd like to make this determination that during the case

or the hearing of this particular case, Volumes 7 and 15 of the
uncorrelated information relating to missing Americans in Southeast Asia
was accepted into evidence. Because these are public documents, they will
aot be attached in their entirety to the record, but rather, the cover
sheet from each particular volume will appear at the appropriate place

in the record.

Colonel and Mrs. Hopper, a copy of the transcript of these
proceedings will be mailed to you, I would have to say at some time
within the next 30 to 60 days, I cannot be certain because of the length
of the record, as you can well imagine. If vou have--~if vou find any
significant errors, or if vou have any comments you'd like to make,
please let Casualty Matters know as soon as possible so that they can
be included in the record when it is forwarded to the Secretary. A copy
of the record likewise will be forwarded to your counsel, Mr. Foley.
Finally, Colonel--

Colonel Hopper: You will include the exhibits that I submitted?

LA: They will include all the exhibits and your exhibits, the items
that you presented will be returned to vou and their place will be
taken by xerox copies in the record.

Colonel Hopper: Fine.

LA: Finally, I recall that at the beginning of this particular status
review hearing you requested an opportunity to read a statement into
the record--

Colonel Hopper: Yes.,

LA: --and I am going to go ahead and permit you to do so at this time;
however, I am going to excuse the voting members of the board. Because
I am assuming that your comments are directed at the reviewing
authorities.

Colonel Hopper: There could be some, yes.
LA:  Okay,
At this cime, gentlemen, you are excused.
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Colcnel Hopper: 1I'd like to say this, however, if I mav. That I
appreciate vou gentlemen coming down and I don't agree with vour decisions,
but I assume that vou arrived at it fairly and impartially in vour own
mind. I don't think that the decision is a correct one. I doan't nold

it against you personally. I think it's the system in which vou are a
part, which I have been a part and which amy son is a part. 1'd like to
also say to you, Mr. Legal Advisor, chat I'd like to commend you on a--—

in the manner in which vou handled this, I think you've dome a fine job.

LA: Gentlemen, vou are excused.

Let the record reflect that the voting members of the board have
now departed the hearing room.

Colonel Hopper: There may be some of the comments that I say, then, are——
that are misdirected, because I understood yesterday, Mr. Legal Advisor,
that the board would be present to hear what I was going to say; however,
although they've been dismissed I feel that I should go ahead and put

my comments into the record.

LA: I realize that and that's why I'm giving you this opportunity.

Colonel Hopper: 1It's especially repulsive to me as a father to parti-
cipate in the procedures of the past two days. The burden of proof had
been placed upon me and my wife as our son's representative to prove
that he and other Americans are alive. It should also--it should have
been the Departments of Defense, State, and in this case, the Air Force
to prove to us either that our son died honestly in the service of his
country, and they have not produced any evidence to that effect, or to
prove there's a possibility that he's still alive and being held for
some future bargaining.

The current Administration, despite its pious claims of a positive
approach to the POW/MIA question has given in to the Vietnamese
Communists. If the 73 remains that have been returned to this Nation are
considered by your Commander-in-Chief as a full and honorable accounting
then this Nation has callously and cravenly abandoned our son and your
comrades-in-arms.

I fully realize that the Vietnam War would like to be forgotten,
but we must not and cannot forget the hundreds of young men who still
remain unaccounted for. They did as their country asked them to do and
now their country has seen fit to turn its back on these men, men who
still serve their country even as the gentlemen at this board and you,
Mr., Legal Advisor, feel that you are serving your country. It is
especially revolting for me to be here, yesterday, the day before and
today, for I fought in three wars for this country. Four of my five sons
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are ailicarv and one, Zarl, was shot down in the Vietanam War. T could
20 on for hours about the stupidicy of our civilian leadership in that
war but it would serve no useful purpose. 3ut I do want this hoard to
know that I served ay country honorably and faitchfully for 30 years
milicary duty and one of the proudest moments of xy career was Dinning
Earl's bars on him at the Air Force Academy and welcoming him into his
military career. A4s you can see, that moment now haunts me when I see
the complete lack of concern at all levels of the ultimate fate of
these men.

I fully realize that all military men are subject to civilian
leadership, but we're too overloaded with some ticket punchers and high
OER seekers to care what happened to Earl Hopper over North Vietnam
over 12 years ago. Despite our so-called sophisticated educational
process we have turned out no patriots recently, who think of God and
Country first and their owm wellbeing second.

I don't blame the military completaly since this attitude has
permeated the highest levels of Government, and to be explicit, the
White House, some of Congress, as well as tha Departments of Defense
and State. And we as the families of these men have been lied to by
three successive Administrations and their incompetent lackeys in the
State and Defense Departments. We have the sorry spectacles of the
families of these men going to court to attempt to halt status changes
only until such time as our Govermment would utilize its economic and
diplomatic clout to obtain the accounting that we were promised over
seven years ago. The Administration's answer to an honorable accounting
is to declare all these men dead and to forget their sacrifices and

devotion to duty and this solves nothing for these men and their families,

but rather it consigns the men and their families to a living hell.

Mr. Carter speaks of human rights, but he's turned his back on
these men and he's _forgotten that they have rights also. He did not--
we—did not Taise our son <o be a forgotten pawn in Mr. Carter's rush to
get into bed with every Communistic nation that comes along. But what
nas happened to duty, honor, and country as epitomized by those men?

Are duty, honor, country ounly empty words that apply to America's
fighting men or did these words imply that the country has an obligation
to them also? 1 think it does. More importantly, however, what ever
happened to the old tradition of the military that I knew, quote, ''The
military takes care of its own,' unquote.

As a father and a grandfather I'm extremelyv concerned about the
future of this Nation. We have become soft and complaisant and it is
easier to write off a service man than it is to honorably pursue a
determination to establish his ultimate fate. However, when we equate
patriotism, love of country, duty and honor with dratft evaders and
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deserters then we nave started the avalanche that resulted ia che fall
of the Roman Zmpire.

And I worry about what kind of a country that I as a citizen am
going to leave to my grandsons, esvecially if they are ever called upon
to serve their country, because as sure as 1'm here tZoday, that day will
come and my problem is, will I advise them to answer their country's
call to arms or will I advise them, as others did during che Vietnam
War, that the precedent has already been set and say to them, '"You may
pick and choose your war if vou would like, vou can go to Canada or
Sweden or anywhere else in the world; evervthing will be forgiven when
you return after it's over, provided of course, America as we know it
still exists.” How else could you advise these young men whose uncle
was 30 shamefully abandoned by the Nation he served?

In the innumerable talks I've given on the POW/MIA issue, dating
back to 1970, I've had mothers of 16, 17, l8-vear-old men ask my advice
about whether or not they should ever let their sons serve, I've told
them that this is a matter of their own conscience and that of their
son. That, given a Nation that prides itself on the dignity of man and the
rights of individuals, we have watched three successive Administrations
make a hollow mockery of the dignity of America's POWs and MIAs. 1I've
also stated and will so state here, that my sons will continue to serve
their country honorably. Even though their country has not served their
brother as well. The final decision, however, will be theirs to make.

We've heard of many~--the many missing and unaccounted for American
servicemen for World War II and that the search still goes on. 1I'd
like to remind you, however, that we won that war and had access to
every theater in which our men fought and if a man remains missing from
World War II it's not because our Government took the easy way out and
wrote him off. An effort was made then, but in this day and age we are
willing to rely on the goodwill of the enemy which ex-President Nixon
swore he would never do.

We've had the Montgomery committee, the Woodcock Commission and the
cruel hard facts are that the Montgomery Committee was all too willing
to take the word of the Communists relative to the American POWs and MIAs,
and as a result they were charmed and duped by the Communists.

The Woodcock Commission was more interested in being wined and dined
in Hanoi and more interested in what the Vietnamese wanted to do to
normalize relations with the United States than they were of what happened
to my son and to your comrades-in-arms. There is no easy answer to this
problem and as a family member and speaking for our son, we are bitterly
disappointed in our Govermment. Through three Administrations and
particularly this one that has seen fit to end the Vietnam War by




ieclaring ail these nmen dead, with 20 a2ore proof of death :-han

existed five years ago. The families and cthese men don't ask nuch:

an nonorable accounting is all we're asking, which would iaclude the
return of the zoen who may still be held prisoner, return of the remains
of those who died for burial in their native soil, a retura to the
country they served with a distinction, honor, and fideiicy, certainly
more 3o than the Nation that so cravenly forgets them on the altar of
political sxpediency. Because to press for an accounting would upset
someone's plans to normalize relatioms with a barbaric nation which
has violated every precept of human rights that your President holds
so dear.

When we came here I knew we'd be fighting a stacked deck, but I
will not and I'll repeat, not, let the United States or dAmerica abandon
our son and his comrades-in-arms without a fight,

I doubt that this presentation will be read by many people, and
if so it will be chalked off as a bitter and emotional comments of an
anguished father who saw his son perform his duty according to his ocath
of office and who now has been shamefully, tragically, and cruelly
forgotten by the country he serves. If this is to be the fate of future
Americans who believe in their country, then God help the United States.
We do not know the ultimate fate of our son nor do you, nor does the State
Department, nor the Department of Defense, nor the Air Force, nor the
White House, for God alone knows that. But Winston Churchill said,
"We will fight on the beaches, we shall fight in the streets, and we
shall never surrender.'" I believe those are fitting words for these
men and their families, for we too shall never surrender to the appeaser
and the bureaucrats in the State Department and Department of Defense who
make policy, and those who have not the slightest concept of duty, honor,
and country. Despite the decision of the board here today, we are going
to continue to fight for an honorable accounting and wherever our men
may be, I pray to God that thevy know that at least one segment of
America cared and fought for them. It is iromic that in this unperfect
world in which we live, one member or more of this board, even you,
Mr. Legal Advisor, might be occupying this seat at some future date, and
if so, my prayer and compassion will be with vou, and I pray that God
will give you the strength to sustain you in the callous abandonment
of your son or daughter as the case may be.

Thank you.
LA: Thank you, sir.
The board is adjourned to meet at my call.
Reporter's note: The board adiourned at 1140 hours, 9 February 1980.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE MILITARY PERSONNEL CENTER
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, TEXAS

HQ AFMPC/DPMCB
550 C Street West Ste 15 5 N 1993
Randolph AFB TX 78150-4717 29 JUN

Colonel Earl P, Hopper, Sr., USA, Retired
14043 North 64th Drive
Glendale AZ 85306

Dear Colonel Hopper

During my visit to the Joint Services SERE Agency (JSSA) earlier
this month, I furnished theam with a copy of your 12 May 1993
letter concerning Colonel (Captain) Keith Hall's debriefing. The
JSSA is responsible for debriefing material and was previously a
part of Air Force Intelligence.

Attached is the JSSA response to your letter and is the only
material they can release concerning Colonel Hall's debriefing.
I trust it will be of some value to you.

Please contact us if we can be of further assistance.
Sincerely

Lowge #. Mrtinn

GEORGE £. ATKINSON 1 Atch

Chief, Missing Persons & JSSA Ltr, 18 Jun 93
Inquiries Division




REPLY TO

ATTN OF :

SUBJECT :

TO:

-

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

JOINT SERVICES SERE AGENCY
FT BELVOIR, VIRGINIA 22060-5788

1 8 JUN 1993

DO-PWM
Request For Information On Lt Col Earl P. Hopper, Jr.

AF Missing Persons Division (Mr. Atkinson)

A review of JSSA's POW/MIA files has turned up the following data
on Lt Col Earl P. Hopper, Jr. Please contact Mr. J.P. Hill or :
myself if you have Yy questions/comments.

§

OSEPH S. MILES ., Capt, USAF 5 Attchs: 1. 19 Sep 75
POW/MIA Case Offjifer DPMCB Debriefing
Statement

2. Excerpt From Maj
Keith Hall's Debrief

3. Hg 1021 FAS, 30 Nov
71 IIR

4. Extract From PACAF
Intel POW/MIA Document,
Jan 74

5. Extract From USAF
EGRESS RECAP Summary, 5
May 78
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PERSONAL DATA atos

FRE/PAGE No.

PRISONER 4-009
ORGAMIZATION ASSIGNED CREW POSITION GRADE SERVICE No. NAME {lost, fiest, middle)
13TFS Acfec Cmdr 04 FR61501 HALL, Keith N,
DATE PLACE QF BIRTH HEIGHT WEIGHT EYES HAIR
Bottineau, N. Dak. L. e e
TOENTIFYING MARKS/PEATURES BN
AI‘i!NTICAI’OI No. 8LO0D_CHIT Ne. l €SCAPE AIDS

CTHER AUTHENTICATOR INFORMATION SSN:

MISSION DATA

10/1430 Jan 68, Udorn RTAFB

DATE/TIME MISSING
10/1607 Jan 68

TYPE AIRCRAFT | AIRCRAFT CALL SIGM
F«4D Rematch 03

AIRCRAPT TAIL No./ OTHER MARKINGS
66-8704/Camouflaged

No. AIRCRAFT 1IN FLIGHT
Four. This acft #3

MISSION DENTIFICATION

TYPE mISSION
MIG CAP

INTENOED TARGET
Hoa lac Airfield
(RP-V)

TARGET LOCATION
NORTH VIETNAM
2102N/10530E

LOSS LOCATION
NORTH VIETNAM
2036N/10447E

OTHER CREW mEMIERS WITNESSES

L/Lt Earl P. Hopper, Jr., FR80425, Pilot | Maj Kenneth H. Lee, FR46262

(See File/Pg No 4-010) L/Lt William E. Malerba, FR80498
Capt Roger L. Krause, FV3081271
L/Lt David S. Bennett, FR80232
Maj Charles R. Brown, FR58152
L/Lt Kenneth E, Krause, FR80468

SUMMARY

The: following observations were made by Captain Roger L. Krause, Rematch-02: *...At approximately 1S miles from
bomb drop, the Iron Hand Flight called a SAM launch...lmmediately upon SAM deconation, Number 03 started to stream
fuel and several fireballs shot out of che aft seccion of left engine...Remacch Lead ctold Captain Hall he was on
fire and for him to eject...As we orbited the area, I heard what I thought to be one strong beeper...All beeping
scopped in a minuce or two and Captain Hall came up on the radio, calling Rematch Lead. Lead talked to him and
he said he was all right, and was down on a hill im a heavily wooded area. When asked how long before him Lt
Hopper had ejected he said chat he (Lt Hopper) had not ejected and had trouble getting ouc...Soon the Sandies
were on che scene...All during chis cime, voice contact was maintained wich Captain Hall. He said he could hear
us overhead and also che Sandies...Sandy-02 stayed over the survivor and Sandy-0l looked for a hole to get down
through. After one actempt, Rematch Lead and 02 lead him to a hole...Rematch-0l and 02 went back to spot and
continued to orbit. Contact with Captain Hall was still being made at this time. By this time, Rematch-02 and
04 were low on fuel so Rematch Lead sent us to the tanker...After I got back to the area I never again could

get contact wich Captain Hall. Sometime during the 20 minutes it took to go to and from the tanker, contact was
lost with Captain Hall for unknown causes." Rescue efforts on 10 Jan 68 were hampered by a low ceiling and were
discontinued afcer sunset. Attempts Co contact the crew on the morning of 1l Jan 68 were unsuccessful.

REFERENCES
AF Form 484, l4 Jan 68
Intelligence Case File Report

EVIOENCE OF SURVIVAL EVIOENCE OF CAPTURE -
Voice comtact .
DIA Ler, $-3177/AP-7, 18 Mar 69




STATUS
MISSING

FHE/PAGE Na.
4-010

€ (lass, firss, middle)

HOOPER, Earl P.,

PN

PERSONAL DATA

ORGAMIZATION ASSIGNED CREW POSITION GRADE SEAVICE Na.
13TFS Pilot 03 FR80425
DATE/PLACE OF BiRTH EYES HAIR

Santa Maria, Calif.

HEIGHT WEIGHT

IDENTIFYING MARKS/FEATUAES

AUTHENTICATOR Na.

’uion CHIT Na.

I ESCAPE AIDS

OTHER AUTHENTICATOR INFORMATION

—

1.

Surv Tng Crse 140000, Oct 66

MISSION DATA

DATE/TIME/PLACE OF DEPARTURE
10/1430 Jan 68, Udorn RTAFB

DATE/TIME MISSING
10/1607 Jan &8

TYPE AIRCRAFT
F=4D

AIRCRAFT CALL SIGN
Rematch 03

66-8704/Camouflaged

AIRCRAFT TAIL Na./QOTHER MARKINGS

Na, AIRCRAFT IN FLIGHT MISSION
Pour. This acfe #3 43

IOENTIFICATION

TYPE mISSION
MIG CAP

INTENDED TARGET
Hoa Lac Airfield
(RP-V)

TARGET LOCATION
NORTH VIETNAM
2102N/10530E

LOSS LOCATION
NORTH VIETNAM
2036N/10447E

WITMESSES
(See File/Pg No 4-009)

OTNER CREW MEMBERS }
Maj Keich N. Hall, FR61501, Acft Cmdr
(See File/Pg No 4~-009)

SUMMARY - -

AR

(See File/Pg No 4-009)

REFERENCES

AF Form 484, 14 Jan 68
Intelligence Case File Report

EVIDENCE OF SURVIVAL EVIDENCE OF CAPTURE

Beeper heard

C
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* 5 % HOMECOMIno {EGRESS RECAP) * % % J5 MAY 1978
T TSUMFARY CF ALL NON-RETURNEES REPARTED . 7
- _AND _CANDIDATE_DIA_IDENTIFIER e
AF_PERSONNEL _NOT_RETURNED._FROM_SEA IR
e AERER ARG CR SRR R R SRR p e b ARk R kbR INFORMATION REPDRTED BY _RETURNEE #4420 d 440 bbb 2 a0 60050000 % 00 RER RS0 R0S
NAME e LAST KN_STAY . _— : . LAST KNOWN CAMP ______PHYSICAL ____ RETURNEE NAME
R ANK SERVICE DT LAST INFO SCURCE OF INFORMATION CAMP NICKNAMES CONDITION AND RECID

e HOPPER EARL_P JR ___ .

HO&4___ AF.__ RANK_{CUR_ /__LOSS) _03___

02 _CURRENT_STATUS__..__ MISSING

BROWNING, RALPH T

HALL_KEITH. N. ..

— _HOPPER____ ... . .. _..... POSSDEAD.___ HSY-LT JERRY GERNOT e o e e e e
a2 AF 8100
e e e et e o e e e e« X HE  ADOD I T IONAL BUR AL _COMMENT S %% e
e e .. KNOWN _TC_BE_ SHOT._DOWN_BUT_NEVER_SHOWED_IN _PRISON SysTem____ __ = =
- -
— e -EARL_P _HOPPER_ .____ . UNKNOWN_______FHC ACFT..COMMANDER e —
02 AF 680110 ‘HO76

—~AFTER BEING TOLD BY._.THE.,.FLIGHT....IHAT&E,.HAS DN. FIRE.
1

4

e .. %%% DETATILS OF_LAST_CONTACT #%x4°_  °°

HQ76 MACE THE DECISION TO EJECT. THIM DECISION WAS
RELAYED. TO OTHER FLIGHT MEMBERS. HO64 WAS THEN TOLD.

THWICE TC EJECT WITH NO REPLY CR RESLLTS FROM HO64. HOT6
THEN SATC EARL GET. OUT. HO64.  THEN SAIC.1.  PULLED ON IT

AND IT DID NOT GO. HO76 FINALLY TCLD HO64 REPLIED YOU
GO. THE MEANING OF THE STATEMENT WAS NEVER DETERMINED.

HOWEVER, HO76 INTERPRETATIOM WAS TO THE EFFECT YOU GO

THEN ELECTED TO CET OUT. HE PULLED HIS FACE JLURTAIN

.DOWN WHJCH RELEASED HIS CANOPY BUT HIS SEAT UID NCT GO. __

HE COMPLETED THE EJECTION SEQUENCE ONLY AFTER PULLIMG*
THE ALYERNATE HANDLE. ONCE ON THE GROUND HO7& ESTABLISH

FIRST BGSS AS I AM NOT SURE. YOU REALLY MEAN IT. H076<.m,“N*_________mn___w_MM, e

VOICE CCNTACT WITH HIS WING MAN WHO STATED DURING

LEAVE THE ACFT. FOT6 ALSO OVERHEARD 10 TO 12 ATTEMPTS
BY SAR ACFT TO CONTACT HO064, _H076 DID NOT HEAR ANY __

SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION THAT hE HAD OBSERVED TWO SEATS __

REPLY CR INDICATION OR REPLY, HOT6 NEVER RECEIVED
INFORMATION HO64 WHILE IN CAPTIVITY EXCEPT FOR CNE

INCIDENT IN AUG 1970. AN INTERROGATOR QUIZED HOT6 ABOUT
10 MINUTES CCNCERNING HO64. HCWEVER, NOTHING WAS EVER__

SAID THAT WOULD SUGGEST HO64 WAS ALIVE.

PAGE NO
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SIGRIING GF TWO US FWs

2. ’ Circumstances of Knowladgoability: In early 1968, Source was atiend-|
ing a boarding school in THINH LANG Hamlet, 2050N/10521E {NIS), HOA BINH City,

lba Binh Provinco, NVNe Al approx 1300 hours, on an untacalled day in early
Fabruary 1968, wulle he was taking a singta; he heard the sound of Jet aireraf]
fla rughed to tho window and saw san F-4 in flames balng escorted by four other
Jot alvcraft. Ho kept watching the alreraft and suddenly saw _twn parachutes

at least five lllometors away. 42 the parasimtes floate? towaed the ground,

tha alreraft departed and Sourca went ko get ready for elass. At approx 1600
hours the name aftorvoon, while sltting in class, Source saw a jeep pull up' tof,
a small refreshment stand near the scheol, Two military policemen and a US PW| *
onerged {rom the jeep, The entire class was allowed to go to take a cloaser lopk
ab the Awerisan., Sourco acgilred the information contained in this report by
personal observation exceplt whers otharviee noted. '

o
.

3. ‘ Sighting of Duming F-4 and Parachutess On an unrecalled day in early
Fabruary 1928, Source heard the noiss of jobt aircraft and saw a flaming F4.
The turning F-4 was heading west and was flanked by two other F-4s, one on each
wing, Sligntly to the rear of these three alrcraft were two other aircraft

dageribed by Source as jets (NFI), one flying high and the other one low. Source

Kapt watching the aircraft and svddsnly saw lug whits parachutes floating to-
ward the ground. Source then lost sight of tho bturning F-/4 and concentrated

op. the parachutes., The other feur aircraflh made two or three circles around
the parachufes and then departed the area. As Source was al least five kilo-
meters from the parachutes, he did not see them hit’ the ground, When he lost
sight of the parachutes, he wan% to get ready for class. . .

4 @) sighting of US PW: At approx 1600 houre, the ‘same day, Source was

ssated next to the window in his classroom. While he was looking out of the

window he saw a jeep go by heailng northesst. He saw a Caucaslan seatéd next
to the drlver of the Jeep. Ha nasweed thls Caucasian to be a US piloh bécause
he was wearing a dark green flight sult. Aboub one minute later, a secend jeep
came into view. The geocond jnep stopped at a refreshment stand near the school.
Tuo NVA military pnlicemen and a US PW got out of this jeep. At thls time the

(L oave Blank)|

entira clasa' attentlon was drawn to the US PW so the teacher allowed them al'}. -

to tak2 a closer look ab the FW, The PW was standing by the refreshment stand
drinking an orangesde. Oné of the guards said that the PW was a US pllot with
the rank of captain, Both gnards were'armed with K-54 pistols and stood about
a metsr from The PW. Source provided the following description of the PW whom
he observed for approx three minutes from a distance of approx four meterst

5 .

Nome ¢ ' unknown

\ -
Rank: captain (hearsay)
Branch of Service: umknown N

Wolght: 80-90 kilograms .
Bulld: heavy

Hairs 'urov_mr" c}lt;ahort' S e '_ e E
Eyes: hazel : o
Rnce:‘ Caucasian
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Jokainaren  Hq, 10218t USAP

A nerontne. 1 516 0606 71
CONTINUATION SMERT Pace ¢ 3 or 3 raems

) {Claseifcotian and Controt Markings) Fld Acty Sq
Camplexion: ruddy . _ . . I save Bty
Nose: long, thin |
Scnts/biatlngtdshir)g Marks: none observed

" Glasses: none worn | e .
Ping/Watchs pone observed ' ’

Clothing Worns© dark graen {Iight sult with tuo white bands at breast
level on which there was writing (Source could not ramemL-
‘ ber what was written); reddish-bhrown gloves and boots. -

¥oalth: appearsd good, no injuries observed

5. ‘ Disposition of FW: The PW drank two orangeades and turned down two

mora which had beon offered to him. After that, the guards got lnto the back
of the jeep and the PW tcok the front seat next to the driver. The driver was
also a military policeman. The jeep departed and approx one kilomster out of
town caught up with the jeep that Source bad assen earlier. The first jeep had|’
apparsntly slowed down to wait for the second jJeep. Both jeeps proceeded to- |
gother in a northeastorly direotion. The entire incident took only three to

four minutes. Source did not lmow what eventually happened to the PWs but as-
sumed they wera taken to HANOIX. '

. .
e

COMENR® OF THE COLLECTOR

6. Source Credibillity: Source was cooperative and appeared sincere.
Control quastioning revealed no attempts at decaption. Source was of above
average intelllgence. After the US interrogator had left the room, Source was
ablo to provide a Cambodian interpreter with an accurate description of the US
inberrcgatore In his inltinl statement, Source said he had seen one parachute| -
floating awey from the tmrning F-i. Upon being questioned as to whether he haq
sesn oniy one parachute, he remembered that he had seen two. He was not able
to give a description of the PW in the first jeep since he had seen him only a
fleeting moment as the jeep drove by the school. The circumstances of +the aird
craft downing appear similar to those described in Case 4~009, PACAF Intelligence .
Index of USAF Personnel MIA/PW Southeast Asia, 31 July 1969. The only dis- T
crepancies are that Case 4-009 occurred in early Jamiary 1968 and that Source
stated that he saw two parachutes, whereas only ona parachuts is desoribed in |
Cagse 4-009. Source has also provided information on road repair work and river
crossing tactics in Laos, IR 1 516 0607 71 and IR 1 516 0620 M. - S

7. - Source Dispositions Future disposition is unknown. R S [

(S

8. - Raqturemants'Partiale Satlsfied: SICR D-7CX~49018. Collection con-
tinues. ' . : : v
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TAPZ NR: DIA ID H376-41 €
RETURNEE: HALL; KIETH N; MAJ ';;
. DEBRIEFER:

LOCAT |ON: ¢

- DATc: «
D OK, KEITH, AS | EXPLAINED BEFORE | TURNED ON THE TAPE, THIS IS, €
THE PURBOSE OF THIS IS TG IDENTIFY THE STATUS OF MIA PERSONNEL. tig

THAT IS REALLY THE ONLY TYPE INFORMATION WE ARE AFTER. |

R | WILL NOT AT THIS TIME GO INTO THE LONG LIST OF POW'S THAT | <
KNEW TO BE IN NORTH VIETNAM AND HANOI BECAUSE THESE ARE CARRIED p

BY A NUMBER CF MEMORY BANKS. HOWEVER A FEW OF THESE NAMES MAY |

COME UP AS WE GO ALONG IN THE DEBRIEFING. | KNOW THESE ZITHER €

FROM PERCCNAL EXPHERIENCE CR FROM CONVERSATICN WITH OTHERS. | WILL h(.:
BEGIN BY DISCUSSING MY SHOOTDOWN AND THE FATE OF MY BACK SEAT

PILQT, 1ST LT EARL HOPPER. [I'LL NOT DESCRIBE THE ACTUAL SHOGTDOWN. ¢
| WILL DISCUSS THE EJczCTION BECAUSE THERE MAY HAVE BEEN SOME | €
DIFFICULTY IN THE EJECTION ALTHOUGH | AM INCLINED TO SELIVEVE THA_T,

NOW, THAT THERE WAS NOT. | wlLL RELATE AS | GO ALONG. AFTER WE ¢

WEFE HIT, | TURNED 3ACK TO THE WEST FROM HANOI AND STARTED OUTBOUND., -c

| DON'T KNOW EXACTKY WHERE WE, OR | EJECTED BECAUSE | LOST ALL OF

MY INSTRUMENTS. [ DIDN'T HAVE TACAN, INITIAL NAVIGATION OR ANYTHING. &
THERE WERE 4 OF US IN THE FLIGHT AND THE OTHER 3 AGFT WERE ..... ¢
WE WERE ON FIRE AMD | HAD BEEN INFORMED OF THIS BY MY WING MAN

PLUS | HAD INDICATIGNS [N THE COCKPIT AND | WAS LOOSING CONTRL CF ¢
THE ACFT SO | DECIDED AT THIS TIME THAT WE SHOULD.GET OUT,

r ot

JUST A MATTER COF  TIME. | MAY HAVE HAD A H
. | .

DOIA ID HBT76-31-21




- ¢ W' € §

- : (

(R)  THIS TIME | HAD THE ACFT UNDZR CONTRCL AND | THOUGHT THAT THis would €
Bt THE TIME TO DO IT. | AM GUESSING THAT | WAS P:RHAPS 7P, MAYBE Sglk:
MILES AWwAY FROM THE UKH, AND | INFORMED THE FLIGHT THAT | WAS ABOUT

TC cJecT AND | TOLD &K zARL TO GET OUT. THERE WAS SOME LELAY €
AFTER | TOLD HIM THIS AND | TOKD HiIM TC ACKNOwLzDGE FROM THE BACK C
SEAT. SO | RREPEATZD THE PREVIOUS STATEMENT. | SAID EARL, GET OUT.

AT THIS TIME | HEARD HIM SAY | PULLEZ CN IT AND IT DIDN'T GO AND €
THE FIRST THING THAT CAME XMXX TO MY MIND WAS HE HAD USED PERHAPS 'ch x
THE .. EJECTCR SO | TOLD HIM TO PULL THE ALTERNATE EJEZCTION HANDLE. :
AGAIN THERE WAS NO RESPONSE FROM HIM. A LITTLE OF TIME PASSED AND ¢
| SAID EARL GO NOW. Wc DON'T HAVE MUCH TIME AND AT THIS TIME HE €

MADE A STATEMENT TO ME AND |'VE THOUGHT ABOUT 1T A GREAT DEAL,
PARTICULARLY THE INFL:ZCTION IN HIS VOICE., HE SAID YOU GO AND THINK- €

b

ING BACK ON THIS, I'™™ NOT SURz IF HE WAS REALLY HAVING TROUBLE CR €

[F HE DID NOT THINK | WAS GOING TO GO, AND PERHAPS WANTING TO SEE
IF | WAS REALLY GOING TO GO. | MADE THE DECISICN TO GO AND [ PULLED C
MY SEAT STRAP AND THeRE WAS A WIND BLAST AND | THOUGHT THAT WASN!'T

€
TOO BAD, | LOOKED DOWN AND REALIZED THAT | was STILL IN THE GOCK-
PIT, MY CANCPY WAS GONE.BUT MY ScAT HAD NOT FIRED ALTHOUGH IN MY ‘3§
MIND | THINK | HAD THE HANDLE ALL WAY DOAN AND THIS IS SOMETHING ‘;é %
THAT ... | IVMZDIATELY PULLED THE ALTERNATE HANDLE AND | WAS GONE. |
WHEN | WAS ON THE GROUND, | ESTABLISHED CONTACT XXXM [MMEDIATELY ¢
WITH .. MEMBER CF THE FLIGHT AND | TOLD THEM THAT | WAS ON THE ¢
CROUND AND | WAS OK. HE SAID HOW ABOUT EARL CR HOW ABOUT THE BACK
SEATER CR SCMETHING. | FGRGET. | SAID WELL | SAID WELL I'N NOT ¢
SURE. HE MAY HAVE BEEN HABING SCME TROUBLE. DID YOU SEE HIM GO? ';_
HE SAID YES HE SAW TWO SEATS LEAVE THE AGEL. | SAID ARE YOU SURE?
DIA ID HPT6-51-32 ¢
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\
(R) HE SAID YES, |IN A MATTER OF MINUTES, TWO SANDY ACFT FLEW OVER MY €
HEAD ALTHOUGH BECAUSE OF CLOUD COVER | COULD NOT SEE THEM., 1 HAD 'é:
GCOD RADIO CCNTACT WITH THEM AND | TALKED TO THEM. | GUESS IT WAS |
MAYBE 23 MINUTES AFTZR | HIT THE GROUND TILL | WAS CAPTUREB. ..... €
DURING THIS TIME, 1's GUESSING, THZY CALLED EARL PERHAPS 13 CR 12 «

TIMES AND TO MY KNOWLEDGE THERE WASN'T ANY RZSFONSE. | DIDN'T
HEAR ANY RESPONCE AND [ DON'T THINK THERE WAS ANY. .. AT THIs TiMe €

| WAS CAPTURED. THAT TAKES CARE OF THAT PORTION OF THE EJECT|ON .ig
AND XXE WHAT MAY HAVE HAPPENED TO EARL. HCWEVER | HAD SOME HOPE. :
f’} FEW YEARB LATER. DURING MY IN[TIAL INTERROGATION | NEVER DID ¢
DIVULGE EARL'S FIRST NAMERE OR HIS MARITAL STATUS. THEY DIDN'T ¢
PRESS ME TOO MUCH FOR IT. HOWEVER | HAB A RAY CF HOPE IN THAT IN
AUGUST 1970 | WAS CALLED IN FOR A, WHAT WE CALLED .. INTERROGATION. €
| HAD NEVER HAD ....... AFTER A FE#& PRELIMINARIES AND TELLING ME ';;
HE WANTED TO GET TO KNOW ME, HE STARTED TO ASK ME ABOUT MY BACKSEAT. |
WENT INTO -
HE MMMEEEMMO PERHAPS 13 MINUTES OF ASKING ME QUESTIONS; WAS HE C
MARRIED? AND | SAID | DIDK'T KNCW, WHAT WAS HIS FIRST NAME? AND s

| SAID | DIDN'T KNCW.  ....NAME. THEN HE ASKED ME [F HE HAD
GOTTEN OUT OF T=E ACFT AND | SAID THAT | WAS NOT SURE BUT I THougHT > €

THAT HE HAD GOETEN OUT. HE SAID DID YOU TAKK TO HiM AFTER THAT?Z: ‘ig
AND | SAID NO | DID NCT. HE SAID .......PARACHUTE? AND | SAID NO

| DID NOT. THIS TYPE OF QUESTIONING ANC HE SEEMED TO PERSUE IT anp €
FIANLLY HE WAS DONE AND | ASKED HIM, | SAIC IS HE UP RERE? AND HE

€
SAID | DON'T KMOW, I WAS MOST CURIQUS AS TO THIS LINE OF QUESTIONING.

WHY HAD RE BROUGHT THIS UP AT THIS TIME, TWO AND A HALF YEARS LATER, 3"

AND ScEM QUITE INTERESTED IN HIS FATE AND AT THAT TIME | HELD SCOME -

HOPE ME MIGHT .... SOMZFLACE. SINCE THAT TIME | HAVE HZARD NCTHING.
DIA 1D HPT6-31-93 (
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ME

THAT INTERRCGATION WAS IN AUGUST? ¢

[ |

YES., IT WAS WHAT WE CALLED THE .... //GETTING PROGRESSIVELY WEAKER ¢
AND NEAR IMPOSSIBLE TO HEAR//.... | WAS HOPEFUL BECAUSE MY XXXXXMXXX
NXIXXXEXIXXXE WINGMAN SAID THAT HE SAW TwG SEATS LIAVE THE ACFT THAT
HAD IN FACT GOTTEN OUT

ALTHCUGH THERE WAS SOME DOUBT IN MY MIND XMMXXXKXEXXXXXXXXXXXXNAMENR ¢

MXXBX WITH WHEN | PULLED THE FIRST SWITBH AND ONLY MY CANOFY WENT

| THAT MAYBE THIS HAPPENED TO EARL, THAT MAYBE ONLY HIS CANOPY ¢
WENT BUT HIS SEAT DIDN'T GO. TO MY KNOWLEDGE, | HAVE NEVER HEARD KE
OF HIM //G3LD//

EUT YOU NEYER HEARD ANYTHING ABOUT HIM THE WHOLE TI& YOU WERE UP ¢
THERE OTHER THAN THE INTERROGATOR? '
| WOULD FREGUENTLY, WHEN | WOULD COME ACROSS A PERSON | HAD NOT

TALXZD TG 3ZFORE, | WOULD ASK HIM ABOUT HIM. IN MY MIND | DON'T ,(
THINK 4eesese hk
WHBAL_YOU WERE BEING BROUGHT INTO THE SYSTEM, AT THE FIRSTREAL C2MP,
DID YOU GOME IN CONTACT wlITH ANYBCDY ..... ANY NAMES”YOU MIGHT ¢
REMEMBER? WAS THERE ANYBCDY UP THERE THAT 1S T ACCOUNTED FOR OR - (
SOMEEODY YOU MAY HAVENSEEN ...? _
OH NO, WHEN 1 WAS CAPTUREDI IT TOOK ME 3 DAYS TO GET TO HANOI ...;.__Q
DC YOU KNOW OF ANY PEOPLE, FIRSTXQAAND NOW, PEOPLE THAT DIED? : ’2

[ DO NOT KNOW IF ANYONZ THAP | CAN SA_FOR SURE DIED TH:T. | KNOW OF
ALTHOUGH | DO HAVZ 1 RY THAT | WOULD LYTKE TO TELL ABOUT. THIS

HAPPENED EITHER AJ/THE END CF JANUARY CR THE FIRQT CGF FEBRUARY ..... (
//STARTS CUT BREAT AND FADES AWAY INTO THE SUNSET//BJRECTLY ACROSS

THE HALL ... GUY NAMED .... | HAVE TRUTHFULLY FORGOTTENN{OW LONG ¢
Hz WAS IN THERZ BUT IT 4AS A VERY SHORT TIME, PERHAPS A COUPLY CF C

AYS AND CNE NIGHT AFTER WE WERE ALL LCCKED UP, THE GUARDS CALE ...
€

JIA 1D HET76-31-34




TASK FORCE OMEGA INC.
14043 North G4th Drive
Glendale, Arizona 85308
Phone & FAX: (662) 979-3631

12 May 1993

Mr. George Atkinson

AFMPC /MPCCB

USAF Casualty Office
Randolph AFB, Texas 78150

Dear Georgs,

Refareonce our conversation this morning regarding the plan to allow
POW/MIA family members to review the claasified informatlion contained
in the files of their misaing men, I feel that the information
contained in the returned POWs' debriefs would be both lnterestlng and
revealing to some family members.

I have received conflicting information from various government
agencies concerning my son's incident, LTC Earl P. Hopper, Jr., to
include being told there was no classified information on his
incident., Yet, I know there is classified information regarding his
incident which has not been releasad to me, including all of the
information provided by Captain (now Colonel, Retired) Keith Hall who
was Earl's pilot the day of their shaotdown.

I respectfully request an unclassified verbatim extract be provided to
me of all infcrmation contained in Keith Hall's debrief atatement
pertaining to my son. If he made any additijonal statements about my
son, I further request unclassified verbatim extracts of those
statement(e), too.

Thank you very much for your cooperation on this matter.

Sincerely,

cfﬂ¢rSEEELP/;D
EARL. P. HOPPER, SR.

Colonel, US Army, Retlired

£0d 100 U AND wbawd 39304 SsyL podcnlezod 06:60 £1-50-€6.



|
i
i
\
|
|
|

SAFE £ omave &
( rol{ 1

FILED BYW 2 AT?___W
geldeq

DPMCB 13 sep 1975

Debriefing Statement

JCRC/CDD-CR3

1. Reference your unclassified message 10C404Z Sep 75
and our reply, unclassified message 121500Z Sep 75.

2. Peraission has been received from Lieutenant Colonel
Keith d3. Hall to release the attached sanitized version

of his debriefing to the next eof kin of Captain Earl P.

Hopper, Jr. Colonel Hall deleted 2 few words from the
original transcript of his debriefing, indicated by x's,
and added the underscored portions.

FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF

ED SILVERBUSH, Major, USAF 1 Ateh
Chlef, Missing Persons Debriefing

Casualty Matters
Asast DCS/Personnel for ¥il Pers :

Cy to: AF/XOXXX ,
7602 AINTELG/INXBVY
DIA/DIR-4H \\
AF/DPEC : \



After being told by the flight that he was on fire, and
advised by his wingman that he should get out, Major Hall
made the decision to eject. This declsion was relayed to
other flight members. Llieutenant Hopper was x x x

told x x x to ejeet with no reply or results from
Lieutenant Hopper. MajJor Hall then said, "Earl, get out."
Lieutenant Hopper then said, "I've pulled on it and it did
not go.” Major Hall said ”Pull the other one!” There was
no reply from Lisutenant Hopper. Major Hall finally told
Lieutenant Hopper to get out, as they did not have much time,
To this Lieutenant Hopper replied, "You go.” The meaning of
this statement was never determined. x x x Major Hall

could not determine if Lieutenant Hopper was actually unable B

to eject or if he was in effect saying, you go first, Boss,

as 1 aa not sure you really mean it. Major Hall then 2jected
to get out. He pulled his face curtain down which released -
his canopy dut his seat &id not go. He completed the ejeation
sequence only after pulling the alternate handle. Onece on the
ground Major Hall established volce contact with x x x the
flight lead, who stated during subsequent conversation that he
had observed two seats leave the aircraft. MajJor Hall also
overheard 10 to 12 attempts by SAR aircraft to contact
Lieutenant Hopper. Major Hall also tried to contact Lieutenant

Hopper but did not hear any reply or indication of reply.
Major Hall never received information on Lieutenant Hopper
while in captivity except for one incident in August 1970.

An interrogator quizzed Major Hall about 10 minutes concerning
Lieutenant Hopper. Major Hall asked the interrogator if
Lieutenant Hopper was a prisoner. The interrogator said he
did not know. Nothing was ever said that would suggest
Tieutenant Hopper was alive. ,




SUMMARY OF FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES

MAJOR EARL P. HOPPER, JR.,

1. Lieutenant Colonel Keith N. Hall, aircraft commander, and Major
Earl P. Hopper, Jr., pilot systems operator, comprised the crew of

an F-4D aircraft that departed Udorn Airfield, Thailand, at 1430,

10 January 1968, in the number three aircraft in a flight of four

F-4Ds on a MIG/CAP mission over North Vietnam. Weather in the target
area was solid undercast with cloud tops at 6,000 feet and bases of
4,000 feet. Visibility was ten miles. At approximately 1607, as the
flight arrived at a point within about ten miles of Hoa Lac Airfield,
Colonel Hall and Major Hopper's aircraft was damaged by a surface-
to-air missile. The aircraft commander immediately radioed that they
had been hit. Flames and streaming fuel were observed coming from

the aft section of the left engine. Colonel Hall kept the aircraft
under control for several minutes during this period and voice contact
was maintained with him. Colonel Hall jettisoned the tanks and all
external stores. When the flames increased in intensity, the crew
members were advised to eject. Two objects were seen to leave the
aircraft approximately four seconds apart; the first object was iden-
tified as an ejection seat, the second object could not be identified.
The burning aircraft and the two objects disappeared into a cloud
undercast and no other sightings were made. While the remainder of

the flight was orbiting the area, a strong emergency signal was heard
and some of the flight members reported hearing what they believed to
be two beeper signals on almost the same cycle. Voice contact was

then established with Colonel Hall who radioed that he was okay. His
location was approximately 41 miles southwest of Hoa Binh, North Vietnam,
in a densely wooded area, near the top of a ridge. He stated that
clouds were approximately 1,000 feet above him. When asked about Major
Hopper, Colonel Hall replied that Major Hopper was having trouble
getting out of the aircraft, and that he did not know if he had ejected.
One of the two A-1E aircraft, that joined in the search, was able to
penetrate the heavy cloud cover. ©No voice or visual contact was estab-
lished with Major Hopper during the search. Before the search was
suspended due to darkness and weather conditions, voice contact was
lost with Colonel Hall. An electronic and visual search was made of
the area beginning at first light on 11 January 1968. Due to lack

of contact and deteriorating weather the search was terminated later

in the day.

2. In accordance with the provisions of Section 555, Title 37, USC,
both crew members were continued in a missing status at the expiration
of the initial 12-month period of absence.



3. The status of Colonel Hall was changed to captured on 6 August 19683
and he was repatriated during Operation HOMECOMING. In his debriefing
he related that after he was told by members of his flight that his
aircraft was on fire, he made the decision to eject. He advised the
flight of his decision and told Major Hopper twice to eject but got no
response from him. Finally he said, "Earl, get out!'" Major Hopper
then responded by saying, "I pulled on it and it did not go." Colonel
Hall again told Major Hopper to eject, as they did not have much time,
and Major Hopper replied, 'You go." Colonel Hall pulled his face
curtain down, which released his canopy but his seat did not go. He
then pulled the alternate handle to complete the ejection system and

he was ejected from the aircraft. After he reached the ground, Colonel
Hall established radio contact with his wingman, who stated during
~subsequent conversation that he saw two seats leave the aircraft.
Colonel Hall heard the search and rescue personnel make 10 or 12
attempts to contact Major Hopper but did not hear a reply. Colonel
Hall never received information about Major Hopper during his imprison-
ment, except in August 1970 when an interrogator questioned him about
Major Hopper for about 10 minutes; however, the interrogator said nothing
that would suggest Major Hopper was alive.

4. On 23 November 1970, Mrs. Cora Weiss of the Committee of Liaison
with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam, passed a letter
dated 20 November 1970, to the State Department. This letter, received
from Tran Trong Quat, a member of the Vietnam Committee for Solidarity
with the Américan People whose official standing in the North Vietnamese
government has been acknowledged by the State Department, contained a
list of US pilots missing in the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and
was an accounting of personnel whose families had inquired about them.
Major Hopper's name was included on the list with the words "Never
Detained in North Vietnam'" written beside it, but no other information
was provided.

S. On 10 December 1970, the Swedish Embassy provided a list of the
names of 207 Americans to the State Department for whom the Swedish
government, at the request of the next of kin, had attempted to obtain
an accounting from the North Vietnamese. Major Hopper's name was on
the list with the words ''Never Captured in North Vietnam'" written
beside it.

6. On 30 July 1971, an additional written statement was obtained from
Major Charles R. Brown, a pilot of the number four aircraft in the
flight. He stated that the second of three SAMs detonated under Colonel
Hall and Major Hopper's aircraft causing fire and extensive damage.

Both aircraft separated from the rest of the flight, turned, and headed
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southwest. After roll out from the turn, Major Brown positioned

his aircraft close to Colonel Hall and Major Hopper's aircraft to
survey the damage. When within 1,000 to 1,500 feet, he could see
the external stores had been severely damaged and he suggested to
Colonel Hall they be jettisoned. Shortly after they were released,
the fire intensified and Colonel Hall advised he had control problems,
engine difficulty, and fuel starvation to at least one engine. They
were advised to bail out at this time due to possible explosion of
the aircraft. The first bail out order was not acknowledged and the
crew was again told to bail out. After a long wait, the second
transmission was acknowledged by Colonel Hall and was followed Oy

an anonymous radio call to "Bail out." Due to the aircraft fire,
Major Brown could not get close enough to the aircraft to visually
check both occupants. He did not, however, see the rear canopy or
rear seat eject at any time, but saw the front canopy leave the
aircraft. He believes this to be significant because the rear seat
should have ejected first. Shortly after Colonel Hall ejected, the
aircraft broke into three pieces and disappeared into the clouds.
Colonel Hall does not know whether Major Hopper ever got out of the
aircraft.

7. No official accounting for Major Hopper was ever received from
the North Vietnamese government or its allies, and his name never
appeared in the prisoner communication channels which proved to be
reliable. In addition, no further information pertaining to him has
aver been obtained from any other source.



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE MILITARY PERSONNEL CENTER
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE TEXAS

HQ AFMPC/DPMCB
550 C Street West Suite 15
Randolph AFB TX 78150-4717 2 3 MAY 1994

Colonel Earl P. Hopper, USA, Retired
14043 North 67th Drive
Glendale AZ 85306

Dear Colonel Hopper

The attached Detailed Report of Investigation that we received from the Joint
Task Force - Full Accounting (JTF-FA), is forwarded for your information.

Although a Joint U.S./Socialist Republic of Vietnam Team investigated the case
of your son, Lieutenant Colonel Earl P. Hopper. Jr., they were unable to find any
material evidence that would warrant further investigation. As a result, his case has
been recommended for placement into the "Pending Category” until such time as new
material evidence is discovered.

We are furnishing this information in keeping with our policy of providing
everything we receive which may relate to the case of your son.

If you have any questions concerning this report, please call us on our toll free
telephone line (800-531-5501).

Sincerely

WILLIAM R FRAMPTON
Senior Liaison Officer

Missing Persons & Inquiries Division
Attachment:

JTF-FA/J24 Ltr, Ser: 504,
14 April 1994 w/Enclosure

“We&pon.rlbe fo the Wlssion - - Sensitive to the Teop/é”



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE MILITARY PERSONNEL CENTER
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE TEXAS

(2 2 MAR 1934

HQ AFMPC/DPMCB
550 C Street West Suite 15
Randolph AFB TX 78150-4717

Dear Alr Force Family Member

The Joint Task Force-Full Accounting (JTF-FA) perlodically pregents to the Southeast
Asian Governments, case narratives pertaining to missing and unaccounted for Americans
from the Southeast Asian conflict.

The Commander, JTF-FA, has asked that we provide you a copy of the attached case
narratives that was passed to the Vietnamese government on 3 February 1994. We request
that you inform other members of your family, as you deem appropriate, of this action taken
by the JTF-FA.

Sincerely

oo St

WILLIAM R. FRAMPTON
Senior Liaison Officer
Missing Persons & Inquiries Division

Attachment:
Case Narrative



JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL-ACCOUNTING
- - BOX 64044
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044

CASE 0981-0-01

NARRATIVE
ON 10 JANUARY 1968, FIRST LIEUTENANT EARL P. HOPPER, JUNIOR,
AND CAPTAIN KEITH N. HALL WERE THE CREW ABOARD AN F-4D FIGHTER
(SERIAL NUMBER 66-8704) IN A FLIGHT OF FOUR AIRCRAFT ON A COMBAT

AIR PATROL MISSION OVER NORTHERN VIETNAM. THEIR AIRCRAFT WAS HIT
e

BY A SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILE, BROKE INTO THREE PIECES)AND FELL TO

THE GROUND IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES VH774777,

APPROXIMATELY 35 KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF MOC CHAU AND 6
KILOMETERS WEST-NORTHWEST OF TA COM, SON LA PROVINCE. CAPTAIN
HALL PARACHUTED TO THE GROUND AND WAS CAPTURED. ON HIS RETURN TO
U.S. CONTROL IN 1973,‘HE STATED THAT AFTER THE AIRCRAFT WAS HIT,
HE TOLD FIRST LIEUTENANT HOPPER TO EJECT BUT HE DID NOT OBSERVE A
PARACHUTE OR HEAR ANY EMERGENCY RADIO TRANSMISSIONS FROM FIRST
LIEUTENANT HOPPER. THE OTHER FLIGHT MEMBERS OBSERVED OBJECTS
‘SEPARATING FROM THE DAMAGED AIRCRAFT BUT DID NOT SEE ANY
PARACHUTES.

ON 11 NOVEMBER 1993, A JOINT TEAM VISITED XUAN NHA VILLAGE,
MOC CHAU DISTRICT, SON LA PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE THIS CASE. THE
TEAM INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES. MR. DINH VAN XUAN, A FORMER
DISTRICT MILITARY COMMANDER FROM 1970-1972, REPORTED THAT LATE
ONE AFTERNOON ON AN UNRECALLED DATE, HE WAS INFORMED BY XUAN NHA
VILLAGERS THAT AN AIRCRAFT HAD CRASHED ON A MOUNTAIN IN THANH HOA

PROVINCE.

PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING
THE 3 FEB 94 TECHNICAL MEETING



. CASE 0981-0-01

THE MILITIA FORCES HAD CAPTURED A RED-HAIRED CAUCASIAN WHO WAS
MOVED TO MOC CHAU DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS THE FOLLOWING MORNING AND
EVENTUALLY TRANSFERRED TO THE DEFENSE MINISTRY IN HANOI. 1IN JULY
1977, MR. XUAN REPORTED HE FOUND AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE NEAR A JUNGLE
STREAM IN SOUTHERN SON LA PROVINCE. HE RECOVERED A HELMET, A
PARACHUTE, A PISTOL AND A SEAT ABOUT 50 METERS FROM THE WRECKAGE.
THE ITEMS WERE GIVEN TO DISTRICT AUTHORITIES. MR. XUAN ALSO
FOUND A SMALL BONE FRAGMENT WHICH HE LOST SEVERAL YEARS LATER.
THE SECOND WITNESS, MR. DINH VAN PHANH, REPORTED HE WAS ONE OF
SEVERAL VILLAGERS WHO SCAVENGED THE WRECKAGE. HE HAD NO
KNOWLEDGE OF REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFEECTS FOUND IN THE AREA. THE
ALLEGED CRASH SITE ANﬁ THE OFFICIAL INCIDENT LOCATION ARE IN A
REMOTE, MOUNTAINOUS REGION, REQUIRING A THREE-TO-FOUR DAY WALK.
DUE TO THE FLOODED CONDITIONS IN THE AREA, THE TEAM WAS UNABLE TO

INVESTIGATE THE SITES.

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS:
NAME: HOPPER, EARL PEARSON JUNIOR
RANK: FIRST LIEUTENANT, U.S. AIR FORCE
DATE OF BIRTH: 21 JULY 1943
RACE: CAUCASIAN
HEIGHT: 1.78 METERS
WEIGHT: 83.8 KILOGRAMS
HAIR: BROWN

EYES: BLUE



JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL - ACCOUNTING
BOX 64044
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044

Vu s& 0981-0-01

TO Tuong Thuat

Vao ngay 10 thang 1l nam 1968, Trung uy EARL P. HOPPER, JUNIOR, va
pai Uy KEITH N. HALL la phi hanh vién trén chiéc may bay chién dau F-4D (s&
hiéu 66-8704) trong bién déi bén chiéc vao nhiém vy tudn tra qua mién bac
viét Nam. chi&c may bay bi ban trung bi&ng tén lda dit d&i khéng, bi va
thanh ba manh va roi xuéng trong pham vi cla toa d& VH774777, khoang 35
cay s& phia déng nam cda MOc Chau va 6 cdy sé phia tay tay bac cla Ta Com,
tinh son La. Pai uy HALL nhdy du xudng dat va bi bat. sau khi trd vé My
trong nam 1973, oéng ta ndi sau khi may bay bi ban trding, ©éng ta noi Trung
Uy HOPPER nhdy ra nhung éng ta khéng thdy du hay nghe tin hiéu cdap cuu tu
Trung Uy HOPPER. T& lai khac thdy coé vat roi khdéi chiéc may bay bi pha huy

nhung khéng thay dua.

vao ngay 11 thang 11 nam 1993, mét déi hén hop dén  xa Xuan Nha,
huyén Méc chau, tinh son La dé diéu tra vu nay. bdi phdng van hai nhan
ching. Ong Pinh Van Xuan, cyu X& P61 Trudng tu nam 1970 - 1972, cho biét

vao budi chiéu khéng nho ngay, dian xa& Xuan Nha cho éng ta biét co chiéc may
bay bi roi trén nui & tinh Thanh Héa. Lyc lugng dan quan bit séng nguoi da

trdng téc do, ngay hém sau chuyén toi bd chli huy huyén MOc Chau va thoi

gian sau chuyén tdi bé guéc phong & Ha Néi. Trong thang 7 nam 1977, ong
Xuan bao da tim thay xac may bay gan xuéi & trong rung phia nam cua tinh
Sson La. Ong ta thu hdéi mot non phi cdng, mdt cai du, moét khau sung luc va

mét cal ghé cach xac may  bay khoang 50 mét. Nhing hién vat trao guoa <ho

R




vu s6 0981-0-01

chinh quyén huyén. Ong Xuén cing tim dugc mét mdnh xuong nhé nhung bi mat
vai nam sau. Nhan chitng tht hai, éng Pinh Van Phanh, cho biét 46ng la mot
trong nhing ngudi dan x& thu nhat xac may bay. Ong ta khéng biét gi vé hai
c6t hay vat ca nhan tim dugc & trong khu vuc. ché dugec cho la chd roi va
hién trudng theo hé s@ My déu & khu vuc héo lanh, vung nui, mat ba dén bén

ngay dudng bé. Vi lut trong khu vuc, déi khéng thé diéu tra hién trudng.

Sau day la nhdng chi tiét lién quan:

Ho va tén: HOPPER, EARL E.EARSON JUNIOR
Cdp bac: Trung uy, Khéng quan My

Ngay sinh: 21 thang 7 nam 1943

Cching téc: Da trdng

Chiéu cao: 1.78 met

Can nang: 83.8 ki

Mau téc: Nau

Mau mat: Xanh
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWATI 96861-5025

J24
1771
Ser: 456
29 Nov 93
To: Headquarters, Air Force Military Personnel Center

Attn: DJPMCB, Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001
Subj: FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT ASSCCIATED WITH REFNO 0981
Encl: (1) CCTFFA DET ONE BANGKCK TH//2210262Z NOV 933

1. Enclosure (1) is provided for release to the next of kin of
EARL P. HOPPER, JR. (REFNO 0981-0-01).

2. The JTF-FA has sanitized the enclosed report by deleting U.S.
personnel names per Executive Order 12812, 22 Jul 92, and Title
5, U.5. Code 332a (Privacy Act). In no instance has substantive

material been removed.
Moadn X W

CHARLES R. MARINEAU, JR.
By direction

Copy to:

DPMO-SP (w/0 encl)
DPMO~-RD (w/0 encl)
USCINCPAC/J30M (w/o encl)
REFNO FILE

"
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ROUTINE

R 221028kZ NQV =3 =3IN 937Z78P37

————————— T

71 CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKCOK TH

T2 CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI

INFQ JCS WASHDC//CCJUC3-PU-HIA/JS//

JSCINCPAC HONOLUL_Y HI//J2/J3/d30M//

USCINCPAC LO WASEHZC

SECDEF WASHDC//USDP:RSA//

CPRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H//

NSC UASHDC

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP/VLC//

ZA WASHDC//QEA/ZZA/IB/I2DO/EA/ICOG//

DIA WASHDC

xxxTHIS IS A 2 FART MSG COLLATED BY 1DU***

UNCLAS BANGKOK TH 4=E5

UNCLASSIFIED 07=% NOV S3

SUsd:  FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT: CASE 098L.

REF: (CJTFFA- DET ONE~ BANGKOK TH. DTGZ00247Z NoOV 93.

. REF IS THE SUNMARY REPORT OF THE Z2LTH JOINT FIELD

ACTIVITY CONDUCTZ2 IN VIETNAM FROM ci 0CT 70 l& NOV 93,

FARAGRAPH 3(BB) &F REF CONCERNS THE INVESTIGATION 0

CASE 098L. THE INVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE IS K‘JOKItD

N DETAIL HEREIN. THIS REPORT IS SASED ON FIeld

ANALYSIS ALONE AND IS NOT INTENDED TO PROVIDE FINAL

ANALYTICAL CONCLUSZIONS.

¢« SUMMARY OF IKNVESTISGATION: ON 1) NOV S3. IEG

INVESTIGATED CASE 098k IN XUAN NHA VILLAGE. MOC CHAU

DISTRICT+ SON LA PROVINCE. THIS CASE INVOLVES LOSS OF

AN F~4D PILOT WHEN HIS PLANE WAS SHOT DOWN BY A SURFAC;- 10 Jan l[

TO-AIR MISSILE UHILL ON A COHBAT AIR PATROL ON(G9Y JA e

Ed. THE M€ SUCCESSFULLY Evz(CT

UAS CAPTYRED. AND RETURNED TO THE U.S. DURING

"OPERATION HOMECONMING™. IEZ INTERVIEWED TWo WITNESSES.

ONE OF 7HE INDIVZIDUALS PROVIDED INFORMATION ON A FLANE

CRASH SOUTHERN SON LA PROVINCE. A CREWMAN UAS

ALLEGEPLY CAPTURED AND EVENTUALLY TAKEN TO HANCGZI. THIS

937374/3¢% L OF & 22k02kZ NOV 93

CJTFFA DET ONE
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INFORMATION J2RRZ.-a7zZC 70 CASZ (C98L. 307H 4ITNEZSES
CROVIDED INFIRMATION N THE Z2ISCOVERY OF A (CRASH SITg IN
JUL 77, ONE IF TRT JIWIDUALS ALLEECS FOUND AN
UNIDENTIFIZD BONE F: HENT AMONG THE R

)

& ZEIVERAL YEARS

Y]

Bl

RAG

STATEZD HE 287 THZ 39N
A A’u,'Ew A PISTOL-

THE

-

3

FOUND A =Z_NET, A ° -
ACCORDING TO THE JZTNESZ,. THZSE ITENS GIVEN 790 P
D2ISTRICT AUTHORITIZES U9 RLTU?JED THZM TO VILLAGERS.

THE ITEHMI UERE RESQORTZOLY DESTROYED THROUGH PERSONAL 4SE
-Y THE VI;LAGLRS REITHER INDIVIDUAL HAD FURTHER
KNOWLEZDGZ ¢F REMAINS OR FERSONAL ET‘ZC'S ASSOCIATED WITH

"l)—)»f'lr‘"l <

v
CKAGE. HE '

TER. HKE ALSO

ND A SEAT. y~rﬂ
03 £SE ITEMS YERE

(=

‘4IS LNCI"W|- THZ ALLZSGED CRASK SITZ AND THE OFFICIAL
INCIDENT LOCATION FOR THIS CASE ARE IN A REMOTE-
MOUNTAINOUS REGIC REGUIRING A THRECZ-TO-FOUR-DAY UALK.
THE ROAD LZADING 77 THE NEAREST VILLAGE {15 KILOMETERS
FROM THE INCIDENT L_OCATION FOR CASE CS&L) WAS FL2ODED.
THEREFORE. IE2 LAZ UNASLE TO CONDUCT SITE SURVEYS. U.S.
FERSONNEL MUST RETURN 70 SON LA PROVINCE TO SURVEY THE

TY0 SITES. REQONTEND THIS CAST FOR RIINVESTIGATION.

2. DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION:

- A ON 2% 0CT 93. IEZ ARRIVED IN HANOQI 70 BEGIN
THE Z5TH JOINT FIZLD ACTIVITY. MEMBERS OF THE JOINT
ZNVESTIGATION TEAM YERE AS FOLLOUS:

- (1) U.Z. CONTINGENT:

- CPT oENER R- TR (TCAN LEADERD

{SCT NS 8. NEERYER (ASSISTANT TEAM LEADERD

- SFC MNEEER 0. W (HEDIC)

- SSGT CInEEn - WNEEMR (L TNGUIST/ANALYST

- SCT WERR 9. GEEED (L INGUIST/ANA' YST)

- SS¢ SN . WEEE (SCARCH/RECQOVERY SP ALIST)
- SSG Gl 2 BEEEER (SCARCK/RECOVERY SrEC-AL-Sx)
- SCT BN % JEEER (£0D SPECIALZIST)

- (2) VIZTNAMESE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT CONTINGENT:
~ MR« HA KIM K5Q0C (HAF KIM NGOCJ) - TEAM LEADER
~ MR« PHAN VAN NGOC (PHAM VAUN NGOCU)

- MR. LE THANH LONG (LEE THANH LONG)

- HR. PHUNG TRONG HANH (PHUNGF TRONGJ HANH)

- MR« PHAM VAN KHAI (PHAMJ VAUN KRAIS)

- B. ON 21 0CT =3, IE2 MET WITH MEMBERS OF THE SON
LA PEOPLZS COMMITTZIE AND MR. LE VAN NGUONG (LE VAUN
NGUOONG) » DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF SON LA PROVINCE. HE
EXPLAINED 7O THE JOINT TEAM THE PROVINCE YOULD ENSURE
FAVORABLE CONDITIONS WERE CREATED FOR THE INVESTIGATIONS
AND THAT ADVANCE FREPARATIONS UWENT UZLL. THE FROVINCE

[~
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SINTATIVE IR

Co ON L1 NIV

XUAN NHA VILLAGZ -

(GRID COORDINATEIZ X
INT:RVTEUED MR JINH

YCA VILLAGE OFFZIZA

TVF“RHATION

(1 ﬁ“-

PROVINCE (NEAR THEZ
SO0UNDARY) . WHEN

FORCES HAD :
APPROXIMATELY L.z N

WOUNDS. HMR. Xualh CH

BELONGINGS AND FIUNI

FOUND A PARACHUTZ NE.
DISTRICT AUTHORITIES.
Of THEIR DISPOSITION.

I- I-S4 . tEiIioon LET2EIETCIITi3s0s- 3029795551 % 4
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AIA AFTAIRS GAS HMR. TRAN TIEZN (TRAANF

- - —_

“ASE 0931 IN
N LA PROVINCE

-y o
CNT TS A

S IZ2 INVESTIGAT
C CHAU DISTRICT. S
QVHT42901) .  THE
VAN XUAN (DDINH VAUN XUAAN) . A y&

=B PROVIZED THE FOLLOWING

. 1M

&(‘
- O O U

-

J. XUAN JAS THE DISTRICT MILITARY
COnHANDER FROM S77G-7¢g
UNKNOQUN DATE. KHE JAS
THAT AN AIRCRAFT =AD

g+ LATE ONE AFTERNOON ON AN
NFORMED 8Y VILLAGERS FRONM XUAN NHA
CRASHED ON A MOUNTAIN IN THANK HOA

HCA SINH - THANH HOA PROVINCIAL

YENT ARRIVED AT THE VYILLAGE . MILITIA
A RED-HAIRED CAUCASZ
RS TALL. HE DID NOT HAVE ANY

XKED> THE PRISOMNER'S PERSONAL

A AND A HAELNMET. THEY ALSO

£ ITEMS WERE GIVEN TO

R. XUAN HAD NO FURTHER KNOUWLEDGE
THE PRISONER STAYED AT TA LAO

HAMLET (XUAN NHA YILLAGEZ) THAT NIGHT. xHE NEXT MORNING-

H: WAS MOVED TO n0C

CHAU DISTRICT HEADGUARTERS AND

ENTUALLY TRANSFIRRED T THE D:’Vﬂch MINISTRY IN HANOZI.

HR XUAN COULD N7
.nE PRISONER.

() ATTER

éLVEN YEARS. MR. XUA

PROVIDE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION ON

SEARCHI G FOR THE CRASH SITEZ FOR
{ACCOMPANIED BY APPROXIMATELY SO

VILLAGERS) FOUND T'AﬂE WRECKAGT NEAR A JUNGLE STREAM IN
SOQUTHERN SON LA =ROVINCE IN JUL 77. THE LOCATION IS

ABOUT 25 KILOHETZRS

SOUTH OF XUAN NHA VILLAGE. ABOUT 50

METERS FROM THE CRECKACE HE FOUND A HELNET. A BADLY

BURNED PARACHUTZ. A

St A|1 AND A PISTOL. THESE ITEHS

WERE GIVEN TO DISTRICT AUTHORITIES. HE HAD NO FURTHER

KNQULEDGE OF THIZIR

ISPO TTION. THE PLANE URECKAGE UWAS

RETAINED BY THE VILLAGERI FOR PERSONAL USE. HR. XUAN

ALSO0 FOUND A SHALL.

UNIDENTIFIABLE BONE FRAGMENT NEAR

THE WRECKAGE. HZ TQO0K THE BONE WHEN HE LEFT THE SITE.
HE LOST THE BONE SEVERAL YEARS.LATER. MR. XUAN HAD NO

FURTHER KNOQUWLEDEZ ¢OF

ASSOCIATED WITH THE
INFORMATION ON ANY

PERSONNEL.

- D. THE SECIND
(DDINH VAUN PHANAD .

937374/32k

REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS
SITf. HE WAS ALSQ UNABLE TO PROVIDE

QTHER INCIDENTS INVOLVING U.S.

JITNESS WAS MR. 2INH VAN PHANH
A S¥ YOA VICZ CHAIRMAN OF XUAN NHA

3 OF & e2lldkZ NOV 93
CJTFFA DET ONE
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VILLAGE. MR. PHANKE FROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFCRMATION:
MR. PHANH DID MNCT GAIN KNOULEDGE CF THE CRASH SITZ IN
SOUTHERN SON LA ZFROVINCE UNTIL LS77 HE AND NUMERQUS
YILLAGERS SCAVENGZI? THZ AREA FOR THREE DAYS. BURNED
ATIRCRAFT UWRECKAGEZ UAS STREWN OVER A 200 METEZR AREA. A
LARGE PORTION OF TRE YURECKAGE AFPEARID TO HAVE BEEN
JASKHED AUWAY. THZ NMETAL AND OTHER ITZMS UWERE RETAINED

- O

FOR PERSONAL 4St. M

PHANH HA2 NO KNOQULEDZGEZ oF U.S3.

’

REMAINS QR FERSONAL EFFECTS IN THE AREA.

- £. THE SITZ REPORTED BY THE UITNESSES AND THE
QFFICIAL INCIDENT LOCATION FOR CASE 0981 ARE IN A
REMOTE+» MOUNTAINOUS REGION- REQUIRING A THREE-TO-FOUR-
DAY WALK. DUE TQ& TIME COCNSTRAINTS-. IEZ UAS UNABLE TO
SURVEY THE SITES.

4. MATERIAL EVIZENCEZ: NONE.

S. SURQEY RESULTS: NONE (SEE PARAGRAPH 3&).

k. KECOHHENDED FUTURE ACTICNS: RECOMMEND THIS CASE FOR
REINVESTIGATION (STE TANALYST COMMENTS™).

7. PERTINENT

LOCATION OR DATA CHANGES: NONE.

4. AREAS OR CASzZ FILE INFORMATION NOT INVESTIGATED:
SEE TANALYST COMMINTS™.

9. ANALYST COHMZNTS:

- A. THE WITHNZSSES REPORTED THEIR INFORMATION IN A
STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER. ALTHOUGH THE TEAM OBTAINED ONLY
LINITED INFORMATICON ON THE PLANE CRASH IN SQUTHEZRN SON
LA PROVINCE. THE ZINCIDENT REPORTED BY MR. XUAN
CORRELATES WITH CASE [09d8k. THE GENERAL LOCATION AND THE

CAPTURE OF AN

AIRTANS AND THE RENA*NS FOUND AT THE CRASH

SITE MATCH U.S. DATA ON THIS CASE (SEE PARAGRAPH 3Q).
REPORTS FROM THE SURVIVING CREUMAN HS WELL AS OTHER

UITNESSES IS
(2)

TO THE TEAM-

PROSABLY THE SITE EXCAVATED JCRC IN 1974.7
TRE THIRD UIT S+ THOUGH WILLING TQ TALK

APPTARED SLIGHTLY NERVOUS AND WAS NOT

STRAIGHT FORWARD IN HIS ANSWERS. UWHEN ASKED A QUESTION-
HIS ANSUWERS WERE VYAGUE AND NON-COMMITTAL. THE
INFORMATION PROVIZ2EZD BY MR. CHIA WAS LESS THAN

TRUSTWORTHY .

IT CAS APPARENT TO THE TEAM THAT CHIA WAS

HIDING SOMETHING. HIS DIRECT PARTICIPATION IN THE

837378732k
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RECOVERY OF THE REMAINS. AND SUBSZQUENT USE OF THOSE
REMAINS FOR FAVOGRABLE TREATHMENT ONCE HE ZSCAPED FRON
VIZTNAM. FROBABLV RELATE TO HIS TVASIVENESS.

- {43 ALTHOUGm THREZ UITNESSES KNEW OF AN
ALLEGED SET OF AMERICAN REMAINS AND RPERZIONAL ZFFZITS. NO
INFORMATION OBTAINED DURING THE CCURIZ OF THIS
INVESTIGATION CAN ASSOCIATZ THE ALLZGED REMAINS 9OR

PERSONAL ZFFIZCTS UITH TS5IS CASE. THE ONLY IDENTIFIED
INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPATING IN THE RECOVERY OF REMAIN IS
DEC:ASED

€Y WITH THE LACK OF INFORMATION O0BTAINED
“UR;NG TH-S JF AN NEGATIVE RESULTS OF THE SURVEY AT THE
AREA INDICATED BY TuUO WITNESSES. SURVEY OF THE LAST
KNOWUN LOCATION IN U-S RECORDS. AND WARTIHE
INVESTIGATIONS. RECOMMEND THIS CASE 8SE PLACED IN THE
PENDING CATEGORY.

13. STARCH AND RZICOVERY SPECIALIST COMMENTS: THE CRASH =/77% E
SITE WAS PREVIOUSLY EXCAVATED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS.

THZ WITNESSES COJLD NOT GIVE LOCATION OF POSSZIBLE BURIAL
LOCATION.

- A. LOGISTICS: N/A

- B. RECOMMENDATIONS: RECOMMEND NO FURTHER RECOVERY
ACTIVITY. AT THIS SITE.

[Ead

TEAM CHIEF CONMENTS:

A. THE TEAM RECEIVED GOOD SUPEBORT FRONM THE
CTNAMESE GOVERNMENT. THIS INCLUDES BOTH CENTRAL
VERNMENT AND PROVINCE CONTINGENTS. THZ PROVINCIAL AND
AL GOVERNMENT UJERE VERY CCOPERATIVE AND FOLLOUED-UP
A
N

oy <l

LL REQUESTS FROM THE AMERICAN TEAN IN ATTAINING
ESSES IDENTIFZIZD DURING INTERVIEUS.

B ALL LOCATIONS IN THIS REPORT UWERE OBTAINED
USING THE GLOBAL POSITICNING SYSTEM (GP3) ACQUIRING A
MINZMUM OF THREEZ SATELLZITES.

- C. - THE VIETNAMESE TEAM WAS UNABLE TO PROVIDE ANY
UITNESSES UITH FIRSTHAND INFORMATION RELATED 70 THIS
CASE. THERE ARE HANY RUMORS THROUGHOUT THE VILLAGE OF
THE RECOVERY OF ALLEGED AMERICAN REMAINS. EVIDENT
THROUGH REFUGZE REPQRTING. ALTHOUGH WITNESSES PROVIDED
HEARSAY CONCERNING THESES ALLEGED REMAINS. THE
INDIVIDUAL RESPCNSIBLE IS NOW DECEASED. THE MANY
UNANSWERED QUESTIONS CONCERNING THESE REMAINS WILL 6O

-1

P E O Gy << )i
HZ OO

UNANSUWERED.
- D. WITH THE NEGATIVE RESULTS OF THE CURRENT
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INVESTIGATION. SURVEY OF THE INCIDENT LOCATICN- AND ~HE
RECOVERY OF AN AIRCRAFT CRASH SITE av_iggfvi__ziz_a — 7
RECOMMEND THIS CASE 3E PLACED IN THE PENDING CATEGORY. .
8T
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de(l)...INFO FOR USCINCPAC HONOLULY H(L3 XS07vs/7k7/70%42
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