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V 
REF: HANOI 01248 (150413ZAPFt 98) 
I 
1. AT 1030 ON 18 JUL.Y 1998, AMBASSADOR P!TERSON MET 
WITH M~. HOANA ANH. 87 VEARS OF! AGE, FORMeR DRV 
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, AT THe MINISTRY OF NATIONAL 
OEPENse OFFICE OF THE VIETNAM OFFICe FOR SEEKING 
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MISSING PERSONS, 4Q..E TPtUONG CHINH STREET. HANOI, TO 
DISCUSS MAnERS CONCE.RNING TH& SO-CA.LL.ED '735" ANn 
"1205" RUSSIAN OOCUMENTS. THIS WA.S THE SECOND MEETING 
WITH MR. ANH. LIKE THE EARLlER MEeTING IN APRIl.. 1998 
(~I!FTEL.l. THIS MEETING WAS CORDIAl. ANt.l ALLOWED FOR FREE 
DISCUSSION CONCEFitNING THE DOCUME:NTS. 
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2. PARTICIPANTS, 

A. U.S. CONTINGENT. 
(1) AMBASSADOR DOUGLJ\S "PETE" PS"!"!;RSON, 
(2) MR. JAMES BRUNO, POLITICAL COUNS~LOR. 
(3) MR. K GAAY FLANAGAN, JTF·FA 

DETACHMeNT TWO. 
(4) MR. TIlANH VUONG, INTERPRETER. 

B. VIETNAM CONTINGENT. 
(1) MR. HOANG ANH, FORMER MINISTER OF 

AGRICULTURE. 
(2) MR. VU KHAC NHU, PERMANENT DEPUTY 

DIRECTOR, VIETNAM OFFICE FOR SEEKING 
MISSINC PEA$ONS (VNOSMI'l). MINISTRY OF 
I=OREIGN AFFAIRS. 

(l) MR. TO BINH. INTERNAL SECURllY 
SPECIAL.IST. MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. 

(4) SENIOR COLONEl. TRAN VAN BIEN, 
DEPU1Y DIRE:CTOR, VNOSMP, MINISTRY OF 
NATIONAL DEFENSE. 

2. SUMMARY: AMB PETERSOfl,; AND MR. ANH QUICKLY RENEWED 
THEIR. ACQUAINTANCE FROM THE;IR EARLIER MEeTING IN APRIL 
199!!o. AM" t-eTel'SON PROVICIi'l.) AN OVERVIEW OF THE "73ti" 

~~~I~~~14~~~~~i~J~E~g ~E~~~~~Tl&~~TIONS 
PROPOSED BY OPMO ANC OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES TO FOLLOW 
UPTHEIR EARLIER MEETING. TO ENSURI::THESE SUBJECTS 
WI!~E APP~OPRIATl!LV COVI!~eD, THE AM8A3SADOR PFtEPAReD THE 
QUESTIONS IN ADVANce AND READ THEM ONE-By-oNE.. MR ANH 
RFSPONOF.D TO ALL OUE;STIONS POSED BY AMB PETERSON IN A 
CANDID, STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER. END SUMMARY. 

4. QUESTIONS ANO ANSWERS; 

Q: IN ADDITION TO VOLJ~ nTHFR OIJTIES AND 
~ESPONSIBIUTIES, DID YOU WER HOLD THE POSITION OF 
SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEe OF THE VIEiNAM!:SE 
VVORt<ERS PARTY FROM LATE 1970 (TM! "13e~ TlMEFRAME:) AND 
ON INTO THE EARLY 1'0 MID-1970'S? 

A: AT THE END OF 1970 1 CONTINUED TO SERVE 1"1-11; C!ENTRAL 
COMMIiTEE UNTIL THE FOURTH PARTY CONGRESS AS THE ACTING 
::lI:CRETAAY FOR AGR1CUL. TUKAI., MARINE; AND FlSHERY MATTERS. 
MR. ANH EMPHASIZeD THAT THIS WAS A speCIFIC YET . 
TEMPORARY OliTY ASSIGNED TO HIM BV THE CENTRAL 
COMM1TTE~ AND Nor A NAMED OR TITLED POSITION. SUCH AS 
SECRETARr .OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 
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Q: D.IO YOU EVER PRESENT At REPORT TO A PLENUM SESSION 
01=-' THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF' THE VIETNAMESE WORKERS 
F'AATY COVERING ANY OF THE lH~E! SECTIONS DEL.INEATeO IN 

:( 

I4J 006 



09/15/98 Th"E 15: 12 FA! Jay Veith 

FROM : PaT1.ason1 c FRX SYSTEM PHONe NO. 

THe '735" DOCUMENT I JUST LISTED FO~ YOU? IS IT 
POSSIBLE YOU MIGHT HAVE DELIV!:ftED SUCH A fitepORT 
SOMell~e OURING LATE DECEMBER 1970 TO eARLY JANUARY 
19711 

A:. WHAT SUBJECT? (MR. ANH WAS AWARE OF THE GENeRAL. 
NATURE OF THE "735" DOCUMENT. BUT HE DID NOT ABSORB THE 
THR.EE SeCTIONS, AMB PETeRSON EXPLAINeD, AND MR_ ANH 
CONTINUED,} J ONLY REPORTED ON MATrERS OF AG~ICUL TURE, 
fISH!;:IlIES, MAJIlITIMC AND lRRIGATIONIHYDROLOGlC SYSTeMS 
INCLUDES THE PROTECTIVE SYSTEM OF DYKES ALONG MAJOR 
WATERWAYS SUBJE.CTTO I=LOODING. I DON'T THINK I EVER 
SUBMITTED SUCH A. REPORT TO A PLENUM SESSION OF TriE 
CcNTRAl COMMITTEE, ONLY MY ANNUA L OR SEMI-ANNUAL 
I'eF-ORTS, WHICH I WOUL.D HA'.f! PRESE~TeD ORALLY. BfYONO 

,. ...... - BEGINNING OF SFC1l0N on? *"-1 
MY PRESENTATION TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE I=OR PLANNING 
PURPOSES, THE Ht::AD OF EACH AGENCY ~I!SPONSIBLE FOR. A 
SP'ECIFIC MATTER WITHIN THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE'5 PLANNING 
AGENDA WOULD fi'ROVlOE HIS OWN INDIVIDUAL RepORT ON HIS 
SPECIFIC FI~U" OF EXPERTISE. AS I=OR THE CONSOLlOP.TED 
RI!F'ORT, IT WAS "rHE RESPONSIBILITY OF TH5 PLANNING 
COMMITTE!; OF-' 'M-Ie GOVERNMENT TO COMPILE. NO SPECIFIC 
MINISTER WOUl.D KNOW THE EXACT DETAIUS Uf- I HE 
CONSOLlOATl'O REPORT COMPILED BY THE PlANNING COMMITTEE. 
$INCe I NEVER S.6.W'M-IIS I=tI!!PORT (THE "73S" RepORT), I 
CANNOT FULLY ANS\lVER THAT QUESTION, 

Q: AT THIS POINT AMB PETERSON EXPANUI:;U ON IHE QUERY: 
"VVOUL.D ANYONIE E.lSE HAVE SUBMITTED SUCH A REPORT ON 
AQRICUL TUR.E?" 

P\. "M NOT SURE I UNDERSTAND. I SPOKE THe TRUTH WHEN 
I SAID THE CONSOLIOATED REPORT WOULD HAVE BIi!!N 
PRESI!NTED TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE FROM THE PlANNING 
COMMITTEE. I INOtJLD NOT SUBMIT SUCII A RGPORT TO THE 
CENTRAl COMMmEE MYSELF, 

Q: FURTHER EXPANSION: "IN THE OPINION OF MANY, THIS 
IS AN AUTHENTIC AGRICULTURAL REPORT. IS IT POSSI8LE 
THAT SOUEONE UNKNOIM'J COUl..D I lAve INSEAil;O POW 
INFORMATION INTO AN AUTHENTIC AGRICULTURAL REPORT?" 

A: ALL VICTNAMESE PARTICIPANTS SPONTANEOUSLY LAUGH AT 
THE SUGGESTION. NEVER, NEVER WOULD SUCH A TOPIC BE 
INTEFU£CTEC INTO A PLANNING SESSION OFt PLANNING 
DOCUMENT. Tt-tERE WOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN SUCH A THING. 
SPECIFICALLY. THE ONLY TOPICS THAT WOULD HAVF FVJ=R R~EN 
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ADCREGGt:D TO TilE:: OENTRAl COMMITTEE CONCERNING 
AGRICULTURE BY MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURc·PERSONNEL WOULD 
HAVe: BEEN AGRICULTUFW. MA lTERS. SINCE ';JOW ISSUFS WBRE 
IN NOWAY RELATED TO AGRICULTURAL l\4ATTERS,IT'v'VOUlO 
HAve SEEN IMPOSSII!lLE TO HAVE INSERTED SUCH A T.OPJC iNTO 

.AN AGRICULTURAL REPORT. IF FOR SOME OTHERWIse UNKNOWN 
REASON SUCH A THING HAD HAPPENED. THE POw rNFORMATION 
WOULD HAVE seeN IMMEDIATELY REJECTED AS LUDICROUS BY 
THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE. L!T US SAY THAT IF THe~E WAS A 
MILITARY TOPIC FOR PLANNING, TH!N THE Cf!NTRAL COMMITTEE 
WOULO IolAve BROUGHT IN ONLY MIL.ITARY CACAJ! FOR ANY 
REPOR1"ING ON THAT TOPIC. IF TH5TOPIC WERE A FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS TOPIC, ONLY FOREIGN AFFAIRS SPECIALISTS WOULO 
BE ?RESt:NT. FOR INSTANCI:::,j HER!: V\iOULI.> HAVE BEEN NO 
REASON TO BRING UP SUCH A TOPIC AS tHE SITUATION IN 
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LAOS OR CAMBODIA UNLESS THE. INDIVIDUALS IN SUcH A 
MEETING WERE INVOLVEO IN LAO Oft CAMBODIAN MATTERS 
BI!CAU5e THEY WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND IT. 

Q; WERe. YOU INVOLVED IN PREPARATIONS rOR "HI! FOURT"i 
PARTY CONGR5SS, OR WERE YOU SELI!CTI!!D BY THE POLiTBURO 
TO S~RVE ON AN ORGANIZATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THIS EVENT 
ALONG WITH QUANG? 

A: I WAS tN CHAAGe OF AGRICULTURAL MATTERS, AND I WAS 
NEVER A PERMANENT MEMBER OF THE CENTRAl COMMITTEE. IN 
1A70 AND 1R71. AI L OF US IN AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS WERE 
SO BUSY lliAT WE \l\lERE CONSTANTL. Y ON THE VERGE OF 
[;)(HAUsnON. THe DYKES WERE IN DANGER: we weRE 
SUPPORTING THE WAR eFFORT. IT WAS A AE:AL STRUGGLE TO 
CONTINUe TO FINO WA.YS TO OVERCOME OUR OIFFICUL TIES WHEN 
WE Wl!:RE SO LOW ON RESOURCES AND "!"WE DYKES WERE 
CONSTANTLY IN DANGEI"l OF BEING OVERLOAD!!O. I PE!RSONALLY 
HAD NO TIME FOR n-u= CENTRAL COMMIn'EE. I WAS EVEN so 
BUSY THAT I CANNOT EVEN RECALL ANY OF THE FOURTH PARTY 
CONG~I!SS ORGANIZERS. I 00 NOT REMEMBER 4NY OF THEM. 

Q: WeRE YOU AWARE OF TRAN VAN QUANG AND !-lIS POSITIONS 
WITHIN THE PARTY OR GOVE:RNM~NT? 

A: NO. LAUGHS, QUANG WAS IN THE MINISTRY OF 
NATIONAl Dt;l=ENSE. I WAS IN THE MINISTRY 01= 
AG~ICUL. TURE. SHORT PAUSE TO THINK ABOUT ANY OF 
QUANG'S POSITIONS. I RECALL THAT QUANG WAS THE DEPUiY 
CHIEFOFTH! GENERAL STAFF OF THE PAVN (TOONCiR THAM MWU 
PHOS). 

Q: CO YOU RECALL QUANG EVER PR!SI!!NTING R!PORTS AT A 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE PLeNUM ON MILITARY OFFENSIVE MATTERS 
DURINCi THe vvAfn 

/~ BIiGINNlpJQ 01' SIii!CTlON 003 --J 
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A:. I.AUGHS AGAIN. I NEVER SAW ANY REPORTS SYTRAN 
VAN QUANG. AND I NEVER SAW HIM PRESENT ANY KINO OF 
REPORT. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY KNOWLEDGE OF ANY VIETNAMESE 
GOVERNMENT OISINFORMA"TlON PROGRAM? 

A: LAUGI is. 1'1101 NCVCR! VI:RY 
CHEERFUL. FINDS THE 
QUESTION VERY AMUSING. 

Q: DID VOU EVER SEe; ANY REPORTS. WRITT'EN OR ORAL, 
OONCERNING P'OW/MIA$? 

A: NO! I W/ANT TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT IHIS ceNTRAL 
COMMITIEE HAD A VERY DIFFICULT TASK AT THE NATIONAl.. 
PLANNING LEVE:L. THE'\' WOULD HAVE NEVER PERCEIVED A NEED 
'TO l"AESENT SUCH A SMAI..L., MUNDANE TOPIC, ArTeR AMD 
PETERSON'S DISCUSSION ABOUT POWIMIA MATTERS ACTUALLY 
BEING A VERY IMPORTANT TOPIC1 .ESPECIAll. V WHILE THE 
PARIS PEACe. TAlKS WERE STILL uNOERWAV, MR. ANH EXPLAINS 
FURTHE.R. A SESSION Oli THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE COULD 
HAVE CONSIDEREC A MATTe~ SUCH AS THE POWIMIA ISSUE, aUT 
IN SUCH A CASE THEY WOUl.D HAVE ASKED MEMBeRS OF THE 
POUTlIJURO ONLY. BECAUSE IT WAS A MINISTRY OF NATIONAL 
DEFENSE ISSUI!. CONTROL-LEO SOLELY WITHIN THE POLITBURO. 
NO ONS ELSE WOULD HAVE BEeN PRI;SENT PRESENTING 
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POW/MIA AT ONE OF THe SEMI-ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE 
CENTRAL COMMITTEe? IT SIMPLY VIIOUL.D NOT HAVE EVER 
HA~peNED. 

Q: IS THE TCXT CONeEf!tNING AGRICUI,. JURE IN THE "1:')5" 
DOCUMENT CONSISTENT WITH YOUR VIEWS AT THE TIME? BASEO 
ON YOUR RI:COI.L.ECTIONS. CAN YOU COMMENT ON THE ACCURACY 
ST~TEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO YOU AND CONTAINED IN THE 
DOCUM!NT? 

A:. I AM UNFAMILIAR WITH THE MAT!RIAL. MFA, MOl AND 
MND REPRESENTAT1VE PRESFNT FOR THE IlAE:ETlNG AG~55D WtTI-I 
AMB PETERSON'S SUGGESTION THAi JiF..fIl. WILL CONTINUE TO 
VVORK WITH MR. ANH CONCeRNING HIS ~5COL.LECTrONS IMTH 
R!!ap!!CT TO ANY ASpeCTS OF THI! DOCUMENT. 

0: WERE YOU EVF.R AWARF;, OF A ORV POLlCV OURING THE WAR 
Y5A.RS TO VVlTHHOLD PUBLICATION OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF 
AMERICAN PILOTS UNDER ORV CONTROL FOR DIPLOMATIC, 
NEGOTIATION REASONS AS THE OOCUME;Nl Ati$I;;;RT57 

A: NO. 

Q: ARE YOU AWARE OF ANY SOVIETS EVER HAV!NG ACCESS TO 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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U.S. POW'S'? 

A: NO. WHILE we (DRV) RELIED ON SOVIETS ANO CHINEse 
FOR AID, we VVCRE VERY I)t;; II::.RMINED TO BE selF~REllANT. 
FOR THIS REASON, vve WOULD NEVER HAVE AL.LOWS) SUCH A 
THING. 

Q: CONC!:RNING TKE SOVICT UNION, DO YOU KNOW OF A. MAN 
B'r THt:: NAM~ OF VORONIN, WHO WAS STATIONED IN VIETNAM 
AROUND THE TIMeFRAME OF THE DOCUMENT? 

A: NO. DURING SOVIET-RELATEO DISCUSSION, MR. ANH 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE HAD MADE ONE TRI~ TO THe FORMF=R 
SOVIET UNION, BUT HE DESCRIBeD IT SOLELY AS A PL.EASURE 
TRIP (01 CHOWI). 

a: POW QUESTIONS WOULD BE MILITARY QUESTIONS, WOULD 
IT BE! REASONABLI!! TO SAY THATTRAN VAN QUANG WOULO HAVE 
B.EN IN CHARQE OF SUCH AN ISSUE OR REPORTING SUCH AN 
ISSUe TO THE ceNTRAL COMMITTEE? 

A: I DON'T KNOW. SUCH INFORMATION WOULD NOT HAVE BEiiiN 
RELATED TO ME OR MY DUTIES AND Rr:SPON~IRIUTI;S (IN 
AGRICULTURE). 

Q: 1£ IT POSS1BLr: A. SUBORDrNAT~ OF YOU~.s COULD HA.VE 
PREPAAED SUCH A DOCUMENT, SIGNED YOUR NAME TO IT, AND 
SUtlMITTEO IT WITHOUT YOUR KNOVVlECGE? 

t- BEGINNING OF SECTION 004 -I 
A: NEVER! I HAVE AVERY DISTINCTIVE $IGNATUFU!, 
EVERYONE. WOULD HAVE RECOGNIZED IMMEDIATELY IF SOMEONE 
HAD TRIED TO FO~Ge MY SIGNATURE. NO ONE COULD HAVE 
DI,JPi..ICATl::.U I r. 
Q; AS I ASKED YOU IN OUR S::IRST MEETINC WOULD YOU 
PLEASE GIVE US YOUR OWN OPIN!ON ABOUT THE "735" REPORT? 

PI; I DON'T ftEMI:MBER VIIHA I I.)O(;UMl!NTS we HAVE LOST. I 
OONf\ KNOW WHO COULD HAVE AUTHOREO OR TRANSMITTED SUCH 
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A DOCUMe:NT. AS FAR AS SOMEONE ELSE ~ORGING MY 
SIGNATURE - AT EITHER THE POLITBURO OR THE CENTRAL 
COMMII I £:l: - WHe.N SUCH It. FORGERY ARRIVED AT EITHER 
BODY, NO ONE WOULD HAVE ACCEPTED SUCH A RepORT FROM AN 
AGRICUl.TUflJi..RELATEC PERSON SUCH AS MYSELF. 

5. JTF-FA, DI!T TWO CRS COMMENTS: 

A. THe: MEETING WAS VERY CORDIAL, WITH STRONG 
REPRIiSENTATION BY THe VN06IViP. MEMBER.S OF THE 
VNOSMP VVERE AT EASE AND SEEMED TO GO OUT OF 
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THEIR WAY TO MAKE MEt ANJ.I FEEL AT EASE ALSO. 
MEMlliiR.S OF THS VNOSMP rRCQUI:NTLY MADe S.IOE 
COMMENTS TO ONE ANOTHEFt WHILE AMB PETERSON AND 
MR. ANH WERE TALKING. MOST OF THE SIDE TAL I( 
THATCOULO Be OVi:RIo4EARD W!~~ COMM5NTS ABOUT LACK 
OF UNDERSTANDING ON THE PART OF AMERICANS 
CONCERNINO DlfrCRI:NCES 61!!TVVeEN CI!NTJIIItAL COMMITTEe 
FUNCTIONS ANO RESPONSIBILITIES AND WHY' SUCH 
INIIORMA."ON AS THE "735" DOCUMENT \M)lILD NEVIiR 
SEEN HAVE PRESENl1:0 IN SUCH A VENUE. 

e. MR. ANH SHOWED NO OPEN SIGNS OF OECEPTIO~ 
SlOE-STePPING ISSUES, OR AVOIOING ANSWERS. HI!: 
GENUINELY SEEMED TO R!=Pl Y TO THE BEST OF HIS 
KNOWlEDGE. \MIEN HE 0.0 NOT UNbERSTAND 
QUESTIONS, HE QUICKLY ASKED FOft ~PLANATION. HE 
APPr;;AAI:D RELAXEO, HEAL l'I1Y AND QUICKMINCIi;LJ. ANH 
TOOK NOTES THROUGHOUT THE 10O-MINUTE SESSION. 

C. MR. AN ... PROVIDED UNEXPECl'ED .EXAMPLES OF 
lYPES OF MEETINGS, R~LATIV! DIVISION OF DUTies 
AND RESPONSiBILITIES Of DIFFE:RENl' MINI:STRI1!5, 
AND RI:SPONSIt3II.ITJES Fa" REPORTING TO VARIOUS 
AGENCIES SUCH AS THe CENTRAL COMMITT5E. IN HIS 
VERY CANDID MANNER, HI; APPEAR&D TO aE SEARCHINQ 
FOA WAYS TO HELP US UNDEASTAND OR A.NSW!!1It OUR OWN 
oua;STIONS AeOUT THe "ns" REPORT . 

. ,' D. MR. ANH FREE=I Y nAVE HIS OPINION ASOUT TME 
"735" REPORT. 

PREPARfD 5Y: I( G. FLANAGAN. GM-13, 000: 18 JULY 1998 
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