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-Ban Vinal Refugee Camp in Pak Chom District, Loei Province, was opened in 
1975 with the camp population of 12,000, As of today~ the population stands 
at 45~00Q. This is the most populous UNHCR involved refugee camp in the 
East and the Soutn-East Asi~, 

Followtng ·the Royal Tnai Governme:nt~ pollcy of c~rop cQn~o.1idatton, a total 
of some 9.~OOO oilltrl~be refugees were transferred from Ban Naill 'faa, Nan 
Province, to gan Vinai durtng tne periad of May 1983 ~ Mqy 1984, 

Since Ban Vinai camp was closed to iil1 new p.rri;vals as from ,A,pril 1984 t 

such people ~s r'Megong Ri~er crossers'" nave, upon dete.nnination of refugee 
status by the autnori'ties, Deen transferred to Chi'qng Kham camp for 
fiflltrtbe$ ~nd to Na Poe CqllJP for LQ\i'{ Land Laos instead of being acconmodated 
at 8qnVtnat. 

In Ban Vtn~i there are ten ethnic groups~ n<UfJely, Hmong, Htln? Vao, Leu, KhaRIJ, 
.• I 

Laotheng? Thaidam~ Husar, HaW qnd Low Lqnd Lao, Hmong out of which is the 
ruling mqjority (95% of tne total,populqtionI. Almost all refugees have their 
~fiome of Brigln~ in Xten~ Khouang province~ wnereas Ban Nam Vao group in 

.' 

Sayaburi province, The professional bacR~9round of both groups (Xi eng Khoung 
and Ban N~m Y;a,oL 'is also different. The former were mi'H1:ary servicemen, the 
latter being fftrrrJers, 
" ' ", \. • ,. •. \. ••. . 'II.' •• , , •• ~ 

2, To~rJlP'l¥. ~~n(d.~) ~~,t'~: 
Ban Vinql' refugeecqmp is situ~ted in qvqlley· wfiich is looQ rais (400 acres} 
wttfl l:\n elev~tton as frign 221 metres aBove sea le.vel, The. cl imate is hot 
between Mf\rcn f\nd MC\Y.' and cold between October and February. The temperature 
reqcnes 45 degrees during tfte net· season and drops down to 0 degree duri ng 
th~ cold seas9n( There ts usually heavy rain during the rainy season (June­

SeptemBer I 1 
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Cam~ Poeulation 
't, 4, • " 

Year Births Birth Rate Deaths Death Rate Total 
% % 

,. 

1975 .,. 12,000 

1976 484 87 3.41 0.75 11 .657 

1977 516 104 3:28 0.83 12,571 
1978 475 9.4 3,38 0.83 11,285 
1979 1376 280 3.50 0,89 31 ,328 
1980 9Q7 134 2.58 0.54 30,104 
19.81 1364 134 3.]9 0.43 30.989 
1982 1855 158 5.04 0.74 33.362 
1983 1940 113 4,82 0.30 37,934 
1984 2470 212 5.50 Q.47 44,.902 
1985 642 73 5,68 0,65. 45,231 
(Mqrcol 

" ': "", ... 
. Administration 
. , . 

4.1 

• .• • • 4 t • 

The MOl administrative cOfJll)ittee at toe Provi nc ia 1 level consists of the 
Governor, who is the chairman. and 13 other members. The camp commander 
is one of the cOOlJlittee members and also acts as the secretary to the 
cOJlliJtttee. The committee's meetings are regularly beld in the camp. 
A total of tDree commander~ nave been serving the camp since 19}5. 

4.2 The MOl Ban Vinat Office 

The office is divided into 11 sections) includin§ admi.ntstr"tion, 
registration and TD cards, control and transportation, education,socia1 
welfare and skills training etc, The camp commander is the administrative 
head and the MOl representative in the camp. 

4,3 The Refugee Committee 

The camp is divided into 9. centre~, wh.tch qre furtner divided into 33 
quarters, 39.5 Dufldings .and 3,.9.50 roams, In add;,:tion, there are some 
2,000 houses constructed by refugees themselves. Each centre.quarter 
and-poHding has.::j:·t~~,·own cfiier-,· The centre chiefs elect a chairman and 

• ~.I ': ~ ~ .. :",. ~ • .. ... t 

three vice chairmen for the Refugee Committee. The chairman represents 
the whole camp population and administers the Committee, The three 
vice chairmen share the responsibilities for internal security,external 
,af'fairs and administration, 
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4.4 The UNHCR Ban Vinai 
The UNHCR proceeded with assistance activities in Ban Vinai in 1975. 

As of today. the UNHCR office in Ban Vinai is composed of 11 staff 
members headed by a Field Officer who is the fifth UNHCR officer 
responsible for Ban Vinai since 1975. Under his supervision, seven 
staff members are working for the Durable Solutions Team. The main 
function of the team is to assist refugees in finding a permanent soluti 
on fer their future. either resettlement to a third country or repatriat­
ion to their home country. They are up-:-dating bio-data records of all 
refugee families, submitting cases of resettlement or repatriation to 
UNllCR BangKOK office, tiel ping delegations of resettlement countries 
precess candidates for resettlement, disseminating information relevant 
to the durable solutien~, providing needy refugees with counselling 
services tHrough home visits, and responsible for inter-:-camp and medical 
emergency transfers, Three other staff members assume important 
responsi511 Hies for Assistance and Protecti.on. They are closely 
monitoring tile UNHCR7funded projects such as provision of food/house­
hold items, site maintenance, construction, supplementary feeding. 

, 
ambulance services, educatian~ medical supplies. In relation to the 
programmes implemented By the voluntary a~encies. the UNHCR is playing 
a role of the ce ... ordinating agency, Wtth regard to Protection, the 
UNHCR has clese contact with the Thai local authorities including the 
Camp Coomander t.~ Offi ce for ~o lYing pro5l ems of new arri. va ~ s, crimi na 1 

cases and internal security problems . 
. ,'" 

5. Re lref 'services 
< <. (. "'. '- '. , . "' ..... 

5.1 Food distriBution 

The Ministry af Interior (MOIL procures food with funds made available 
under the Agreement wtth the UNHCR. Hie basic rati.on is as follows: 
Rice 500 gms per day for adults 

Fish 

250 gms per day for chlldren under 9 
1200 gms per month if fresh or 
1320 gms per month if frozen or 
750 gms per month if dried 
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Meat 750 gms per month lean or 

Vegetables 
Fish sauce 

900 gms per month if with bones etc. 
1.5 kgs per month 

-54Q CC per month for adults 

Chili peppers 
Salt 

180 CC per month for children 
20 gms per month 
50 gms per month 

Oil 
Fuel 

5.2 Housing 

30 gms per month 
7 Rgs of artifitial- fuel (compres 

sed sawdust or rice husks) per 
month per person. 

The refugee houses are maintained, repaired or reconstructed under the 
UNHCR - Mor Agreement. 

5.3 Public'Health and Medical care 

The camp has 1 hospital, 2 OPDs and 5 Publ;~ Health centres constructed 
with UNHCR funds. Doctors and nurses are avai1ab1e 24 hours a day to 
give medical care to sicK refugees as well as Thai residents in near-by 
vill ages. 

5.4 Education 

Educational Services are available at three leve1s. 

5.4.1 1 Ki nder5larten (6, c1 assrooms,L 
There are some 300.children who are enjoying the classes wi.th 
10 teachers. 

5.4.2 '. 20 primary school ·ou ;:1 di-ngs (1-1 Q c 1 as S'roomsl 
, (. ( ·I~ \.~«;t~,< •. ~'\< .< " 

Some 8,.000 pupils are being taugbt by some 300 teachers. 
" "" ,,~ .... , "., ".'~." , 

5.4.3' ~ adu,lft 'liter1ic¥'~!ld, 'V?c~~;t~na} ·,tr~.t.n~ip~(ounn~~~~ {l07 c)~ssroOOlSl 
Some 7,.500 students/trai.nees are the oenefictari'es of the 
programmes staffed oy some 200 teachers. 

All school buildings are expected to be renovated during this year~ 
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5.5 Vulneratile Groups 

Vulneraole .. groups such as mentally/physically handicapped refugees. 
malnourished cnildren and lactating/pregnant women are enjoying the 
servi.ces rendered oy the speicialized agencies. An opium detoxification 
programme was temoporarily launched by two voluntary agencies pending a 

finali~ation of a programme to be agreed upon between MOland the UNHCR. 

5.6 Camp Security 

The internal Security in tbe camp is secured by tbe Camp Commander's 
office (15 policemen and 70'MOl security guardsl. The Refugee Committee 
has its own security team wfiicn assists the Camp Commander's office in 
maintaining the camp in good order. The UNHCR has a fire-:fighting 
brigade and a securtty- unit composed of 2119 and 223 refugee. volunteers 
respectively. They are trai.ned on a re~ula.r oa.sis in co~operation 
with the Camp Commander I·S offlce and are on standoy for ant elJlergency 

situation. 

6, The following is a list gf toe voluntary agencies working in Ban Vi.nai. and 
their activities, 

1. CAHA 

2. CeT 

3.' COERR 

4, ESP 

New arrtvals re1ief 
Handicrafts, Model house 
Bmong 1 tteracy. Library 
Opium detoxication (renaoilitati~o) 

Emergency relief 

Rebaoilitation of leprosy cases 
Rehafhl itat1.0n lmenta l/ph~yca 1 handicap ca 
rrimary education 
Adult Education 
Teacher training programme 
Para~social services 
Vocati<:ma 1 tra. ining (Sewi.ngL 
Nongdeang Agriculture project 

Adul't literacy (Among and Laol 

Women "s prograrrme, Pre"l'scboo 1. prograJJlle 
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5. FHI 

6. ICA 

1. IRC 

8. JSRC 

9. JVA 

10. DIU 

11. PPAT 
12. SAO 

13. ZOA 

7. Durable Solutions 

Hospita 1 feed i ng 
Supplementary feeding 
Nutrition education 

Emergency relief 
Kindergarten 
Vocational "training (barbering) 

Distribution of Soya bean milk and gift box 

Site maintenance/Garbage/sewage 
Sanitation, Water, Vector control 
Sanitation education 

Printing, teaching aid production 

Interview refugees for resettlement in USA 

Rehabilitation 

Family pl anning 
Adult literacy 

Hospital 
Public Health 
Opium detoxication (treatment} 

All refu~sin Ban Vinai are granted a temporary asylum br" the Koy~l That Gover­
nment pending a permanent solutton on tbetr future life, Most of them have 

been in the camp for several years. 

There are, in general, three Kinds of duraQle solutions for refugee$, resett~ 
lement to a third country. voluntary repatriation and local settlement, the 
former two s,Olutions being curreutly applted to Tfiatland. 

Since 1915 to date, a total af 31,936 person~ (905 in 1983 and 1,575 in 1984L , 
have left for a re$ettlement mai.nly to the United States, whi1~ 127(fO ifi"1~83 

I 
and 1 in 1984 L have gone back to theiT nome vi"ll ages in Laos. 

Such slow tendency in maKing a deci.si.on on tbei.r future seems to be due to: 
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a) The majority of the cefugees express a desire to return to Laos subject 
to certain.conditi.ons such as wHhdrawal of the fore;'gn military forces 
from Laos, and the Laotian Government's guarantee to returnees for their 

safe return and re~integrati.on in the seciety; 

b1 Letters received from friends and relatives who have resettled in third 

countries often pelnt out the difficulties in adapting themselves to a 

new western society and securing employment. Sucli ~tnformation has dis­
couraged refugees in the camp from applying for resettlement. 

" 

Characteristics 
t « « • t .! 

8.1 Higli Birthrate 

During the past 7 ,years, toe Ban Vtnai Btrthrate in camp na~ been extremely 
nigh in comparison with the Tnai natienal average of 1.6%. 

Toe 1984 average 5irtn rate for the tetal ca~p populatton wa~ 5.5%, In 
1983. CCT and PPAT estaoli.sned a famny planning project to promote know ... 

lege and acceptance of tbe 5irtn control in the refugee community. At 
present there are some 2,000 partici pants in the progralTlTle. 

8,2 Sneak-in and SneaK-Qut cases 

l,'t seef!lS that same 3 7QOO I:Imt;mg people nave crossed the Mekong Ri.ver and 

sneaKed in the camp for toe purpe~e of Joining their fami:lie~ or relatives. 
THis grocp of people is called nunautfior{zed refugees R

, and not entitled 

to receiving basic food rations, Toe UNACR is, however. registering these 
peaple. 

On toe Qther hand, it would appear that some 2,000 lIautborized refugees ll 

nave sneaRed out of tbe camp wtthout MOI~'s perml.~si.on in order to find a 

job mainly in PFtetcnabun Province wFtere there is a large That Rmong 
, 

Conmunlty, 
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8,3 Difficulties in durable solutions 

As mentioned in Parapraph 7 above, Ban Vinai would be one of the most 
difficult camps in Thailand i:n tenns of durable solutions, It seems to 

be very hard to break through "Yes to a pennanent solution, but not now" 

attitude of refugees. 

UNHCR Ban Vinai 
1 April 1985 


