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Preface 

The Lao People's Democratic Republic (LPDR) was established on 
December 2, 1975. Shortly thereafter, a number of changes' took 
place in Laos, including the formation of one new province 
(Oudomxai Province), the consolidation of some provinces, the 
modification of provincial boundaries, the relocation of some 
provincial and district administrative centers, changes in the 
names of some places, and changes in the spelling of some names. 

The spelling of Lao place-names in (original) Lao script used in 
this report follows the current, official LPDR government 
spelling, and sometimes differs from the former spelling. 

The transliteration system for Lao script used in this report 
follows the transliteration system approved by the U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names (USBGN) for place-names in Laos. The Thailand 
place-names shown on the accompanying maps do not, of course, 
follow this same aforementioned transliteration system. 

The variant names which are shown in parentheses in this report 
are not part of the official LPDR place-name, but are included as 
a cross-reference to a former and/or popular name for the same 
place. These parenthesized variants are limited to those 
place-name variants listed in LPDR publications. Other variant 
place-names may be found in the index, at the end of this report. 

Details of districts and provinces have been selected from the 
best unclassified government sources available to the compiler in 
1983. International and provincial boundary representations shown 
are not necessarily authoritative. 

A compilation-report of communes (third-order administrative 
centers) of the Lao People's Democratic Republic is forthcoming. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS 
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ATTAPU PROVINCE ( c.'~:::>.:J eC)cJ~iJ ) 

Q. 
DISTRICT = "MUANGtI ( c..~e>j ) 
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*administrative center of province 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS 
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13 I 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS 

'" o 
LOUANGNAMTHA PROVINCE ( CC"2?j~~~.Ylti)'l ) 

8 
DISTRICT = "MUANG" ( b.(.,:)eJ ) 
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*administrative center of province 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS 

LOUANGPHABANG PROVINCE ( c:. C./2:::>j~ ':)j't.lO~t...:\.'.1 ) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS 
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SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE (",",'2::)j ~:~;)'10::>~:."'2") 

DISTRICT = "MUANG" ( ) 

., 
ATSAPHANGTHONG (Donghen) ........ E3)~~~~~~~-' 

_ u 

C <i),jc;.m~) 
CHAMPHON (K~mg ko k) .............. ~') t.r:::)e1-:) 

... a 
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NON G ............................ 'J..::)e j 

OUTHOUMPHON ..................... e'tS)x.:s~e>'J.:S 
'0 1 

PHIN ...........•................ ~1-.5 

SAMOUAY ......................... ~::..x::>'OE5 

SONGIHON •••••••••••••••••••••••• ~~ e~>.:> 

XEPON •••••••••••••••••••.••••••. "1.. V'I-.!' 

*administrative center of province 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS 
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VIANGCHAN (Vientiane) PROVINCE ( C:;C;I2.::>j~j~1-!:) ) 
Q 

DISTRICT = "MUANG" ( c: .s:.,::,ej ) 

- HATXAYFONG ............... ~~~'~~e~ 
" . !") HOM ........ "' ................ v~ 

0-
KAS I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $')"'):tl 

" '" ... -. KE 0 - OUDOM. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . "''0-:> e> ~ , 
NAXA YTHO N G. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . '\.:!) .... '\ ") O't5) e,j 

PAKXAN ........•......•... ~~~~ 

PHONHONG ................ ~ ~'L:5 C) -.5 j 
. A ...... 

THOULAKHOM ............... ~~~~~ 
01" 

VANGVIANG ............... '';)JW 0. 

XAITHANI. ..........•..• :11tS)'}~ 
XANAKHAM ................. i..~ p:: i?>"'l:r;.:5 

VIANGCHAN (Vientiane) CAPITAL* 

DISTRICT:: "MUANGII ( 

0/ 0 
CHANTHABOULI ..•.......... ~~~~~~ 

Q.t::- . lJ 
SIKHOTTHABONG ............ ~i~~~-' 

SISATTANAK ............... ~ ~C)CT.>': ,-,="n 
, '"Xl.-l.... 

XA I S ETTHA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ~ L. ~t;:>ij '1 

*administrative tenter of province and the national capital city 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS . 0 
XAIGNABOULI PROVINCE ( "'2";;)j11~~~e:;, ) 

G. 
DIS TR I CT = "MU AN G" ( ,,-X..:)e..:) ) 

, 
, G 

B OTEN • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .'t.'::> b c;. C'") \!:) 

A .......... 

HONGSA ••••••••••••••••••• t.::nj ~'1 
, . I Y 

KENTHAO •••••••••••••••••• u,S':>....:lt tS)')';) 

PAKLAY ••••••••••••••••••• ~~~~1~ 

PHIANG ••••••••••••••••••• 't:I:!>oJj 

XAIGNABOULI* •••••••••••• 1'2~~'t.:)2' 
I I 11 

XIANGHON ••••••••••••••••• \lJ S~').:> 

*administrative center of province 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS 

XIANGKHOANG PROVINCE ( <oG~";)jlP 2.--::>~ ) 

G 
DISTRICT = "MUANG" (c;,.~~ ) 

o 
K HAM. • • • - • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • " e)"") 

KHOUN ........•........... £rl1-!) , 
M 0 K. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ",..::)'e:t:>.> 

NONGHET .....•.. .......... ~~,,~C) 

PEl( (Xiangkhoang)* ....•.. ~,Jo c rv1'2:>1j ) 

*administrative center of province 
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Index to districts and provinces of Laos 

This index includes USBGN-approved standard names of all current 
Lao districts and provinces, and shows these in all capital 
letters. The index also includes selected (unapproved) variant 
names of both current and former Lao districts and provinces, and 
shows these spellings in upper and lower case letters. 

All entries refer to district names, both current and former, 
unless otherwise specified. 

ATSAPHANGTHONG (Donghen), p. 41. 

Attapu. See SAMAKKHIXAI (Attapu), p. 5. 

Attopeu Province. See ATTAPU PROVINCE, p. 1. 

ATTAPU PROVINCE, p. 1. 

BACHIANGCHALEUNSOUK, p. 9. 

Bachiengchaleunsouk. See BACHIANGCHALEUNSOUK, p. 9. 

Ban. Lao term for "house," or "village." As the generic part of a 
standard name, the term "Ban" precedes the proper name of the 
village, e.g., "Ban Napho" and, in this report, is separate 

Ban 

Ban 

Ban 

Ban 

Ban 

from the proper name of the village .. Some larger Lao towns and 
former district capitals also retain the "Ban" part of the 
original place-name, e.g., "Ban Houaymun," "Ban Keun," "Ban 
Phontiu," etc. 

Ban. See KHAM, p. 53. 

Bane. See Ban Ban. 

Houei Sai .. See HOUAYXAY, p. Zl. 

Keun. See THOULAKH8M, p. 45. 

MaL See SANAMXAI, p. 5. 

Bane. See Ban. 

BENG, p. Z9. 

" Bo Ten. See BOTEN, p. 49. 
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Bolikhan. See PAKXAN, p. 45. 

Borikhan. See Bolikhan. 

Borikhan Province. See PAKXAN, p. 45. 

Borikhane. See Bolikhan. 

BOTEN, p. 49. 

BOUALAPHA, p. 17. 

Boun Khoung. See HINBOUN, p. 17. 

Boun Tai. See PHONGSALI, p. 33 

Bung Xang. See CHAMPHON (Kengkok), p. 41. 

Cao. See Kao. 

-CHAMPASAK, p. 9. 

CHAMPASAK PROVINCE, p. 1. 

Champassak. See CHAMPASAK, p. 9. 

CHAMPHON, p. 41-

CHANTHABOULI, p. 45. 

Chanthaboury. See CHANTHABOULI, p. 45. 

Dak. Lao term (borrowed from Mon-Khmer) for "rivertl or tlstream.1I 
As the generic part of a standard name, the term "Dak" precedes 
the proper name of the river, e.g., "Dak Xou" and, in this 
report, is separate from the proper name of the river. Other 
Lao terms for river or stream are "Houay," "Nam," and "Xe." 

Dakcheung. See DAKCHUNG, p. 37. 

DAKCHUNG, p. 37. 

Done Noun. See Donnoun. 

Donghen. See ATSAPHANGTHONG (Donghen), p. 41. 

Donnoun. See XAITHANI, p. 45. 

" Et. See XIANGKHO, p. 13. 
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Fongsa1y. See PHONGSALI, p. 33. 

GNOMMALAT, p. 17. 

GNOT-OU (Ou-tai), p. 33. 

Hatsaifong. See HATXAYFONG, p. 45. 

HATXAYFONG, p. 45. 

Heup. See NGOY, p. 25. 

Hiam. See VIANGTHONG, p. 13 

Hiem. See Hiam. 

HINBOUN, p. 17. 
"-HOM, p. 45. 

Home. See HOM, p. 45. 
J\ 

HONGSA, p. 49. 

Houa Meuang. See HOUAMUANG, p. 13. 

Houai. See Houay. 

Houai Sai. See HOUAYXAY, p. 21. 

Houakhong Province. See LOUANGNAMTHA PROVINCE, p. 1. 

HOUAMUANG, p. 13. 

HOUAPHAN PROVINCE, p. 1. 

Houay. A Lao term for "river" or "stream." As the generic part 
of a standard name of a river, the term "Houay" precedes the 
proper name of the river, e.g., "Houay Haxam" and, in this 
report, is separate from the proper name of the river. Other 
Lao terms for river are "Dak," "Nam," and "x6." 

Houaymun. See SONGKHON, p. 41. 

HOUAYXAY, p. 21. 

Houei. See Houay. 

Houei Sai. See HOUAYXAY, p. 21. 
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HOUN, p. 29. 

Houne. See HOUN. 

Huamuang. See HOUAMUANG, p. 13. 

'" Kao. See XAISETTHA, p. 5. 

Ka1eum. See KALUM, p. 37. 

KALUM, p. 37. 

KASI, p. 45. 

Kasy See KASI, p. 45. 

Kengkok. See CHAMPHON (Kengkok), p. 41. 
, 

KENTHAO, p. 49. 
... A 

KEO-OUDOM, p. 45. 

KHAM., p. 53. 

KHAMKEUT, p. 17. 
, 

Khammouan. See THAKHEK (Khammouan), p. 17. 

KHAMMOUAN PROVINCE, p. 1. 

KHANTHABOULI (Savannakhet), p. 41. 

Khinak. "-See KHONG, p. 9. 

KHOA, p. 33. 

Khoeng. Lao term for "province" (first-order administrative 
division or center). As the generic term of a standard name, 
the term "KhoEmg" precedes the proper name of the province, 
e.g., "KhoEmg Xiangkhoang" and, in this report, is separate 
from the proper name of the province. This term precedes the 
proper name of all first-order divisions or centers in Laos. 

A 
KHONG, p. 9. 

Khong Sedone. " /" See KHONGXEDON, p. 37. 
" /,... 

KHONGXEDON, p. 37. 
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Khop. See XIANGHON, p. 49. 

Khoua. See KHOA, p. 33. 

Khoueng. See Khoeng. 

KHOUN, p. 53. 

LA, p. 29. 

Lahanam. See SONGKHON, p. 41. 
/ 

LAKHONPHENG, p. 37. 

LAMAM, p. 37. 

Laman. See LAMAM, p. 37. 

LAONGAM, p. 37. 

LONG, p. 21. 

LOUANGNAMTHA, p. 21. 

LOUANGNAMTHA PROVINCE, p. 1. 

LOUANGPHABANG, p. 25. 

LOUANGPHABANG PROVINCE, p. 1. 

Luang Nam Tha. See LOUANGNAMTHA, p. 21. 

Luang Prabang. See LOUANGPHABANG, p. 25. 

MAHAXAI, p. 17. 

Mahaxay. See MAHAXAI, p. 17. 

MAl: district of PHONGSALI PROVINCE, p. 33. 
or see SAMAKKHIXAI (Attapu), 5. 

May. See MAl. 

Met. See KASI, p. 45. 

Meuang. See Muang. 

MEUNG, p. 21. 

Moe. See MOK, p. 53. 
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MOK, p. 53. 

Moulapamok. See MOUNLAPAMOK, p. 9. 

" MOUNLAPAMOK, p. 9. 

Muang. Lao term for "district" (second-order administrative 
division or center), city, or town. As the generic part of a 
standard name, the term "Muang" precedes the proper name of 
the place, e.g., "Muang Xai" and, in this report, is separate 
from the proper name. This term precedes the proper name of 
all second-order administrative divisions or centers in Laos. 

Mugne. See MEUNG, p. 21. 

Muong. See Muang • 
.. 

NALE, p. 21. 

Nam. A Lao term for "water" or "river." As the generic part of a 
standard name, the term "Nam" precedes the proper name of the 
river, e.g., "Nam BEmg" and, in this report, is separate from 
the ~roper name of the river. Other Lao terms for river are 
"Dak," "Houay," and "Xe." 

Nam Ba. See OUDOMXAI (Nambak), 25. 

Nam Bac. 
A 

See OUDOMXAI (Nambak), p. 25. 

Nambak. See OUDOMXAI (Nambak), p. 25. 

NAMO, p. 29. 

Namtha. See LOUANGNAMTHA, p. 21. 

NAN, p. 25. 

Nane. See NAN, p. 25. 

NaphEmg. "-See THOULAKHOM, p. 45. 

Nasaithong. See NAXAYTHONG, p. 45. 

Natai. See CHAMPHON (Kengkok), p. 41. 

Naxay. See NAXAYTHONG, p. 45. 

NAXAYTHONG, p. 45. 
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NGA, p. 29. 

Ngoi. See NGOY, p. 25. 

NGOY, p. 25. 
A 

Nhommarath. See GNOMMALAT, p. 17. 

NONG, p. 41-

NONGBOK, p. 17. 
, 

NONGHET, p. 53. 

Ou Neua. See GNOT-OU (Ou-tai), p. 33. 

Ou Tay. See GNOT-OU (Ou-tai), p. 33. 

Oudom Xay Province. See OUDOMXAI PROVINCE, p. 1. 

Oudomsai (Nam Bac). See OUD6MXAI (Nambak), p. 25. 

Oudomxai. See XAI, p. 10; or OUDOMXAI (Nambak), p. 25. 

OUDOMXAI (Nambak), p. 25. 

OUDOMXAI PROVINCE, p. 1. 

OUTHOUMPHON, p. 41. 
, 

PAKBENG, p. 29. 

Pak Cading. See Pakkading. 

Pakkading. See PAICXAN, p. 45. 

Pak1ai. See PAKLAY, p. 49. 

PAKLAY, p. 49. 

PAIC-OU, p. 25. 

Paksan. See PAKXAN, p. 45. 

Paksane. See PAKXAN, p. 45. 

Pakse. 
, 

See PAKXE, p. 9. 
, 

Pakseng. See PAICXENG, p. 25. 
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Paksong. See PAKXONG, p. 9. 

PAKTHA, p. 29. 

PAKXAN, p. 45. 

PAKXE, p. 9. 
, 

PAKXENG, p. 25. 

PAKXONG, p. 9. 

PATHOUMPHON, p. 9. 

PBK (Xiangkhoang), p. 53. 

Phakkhagna. See ATSAPHANGTHONG (Donghen), p. 41. 

Pha1an. See ATSAPHANGTHONG (D6nghen), p. 41-

Pha1ane. See Pha1an. 

Phiafai. See PATHOUMPHON, p. 9. 

PHIANG, p. 49. 

Phieng. See PHIANG, p. 49. 

PHIN, p. 41. 

Phine. See PHIN, p. 41. 

" Phone Sai. See PHONXAI, p. 25. 
A 

PHONGSALI, p. 33. 

PHONGSALI PROVINCE, p. 1. 

Phong Sa1y. See PHONGSALI, p. 33. 

Phong Savang. See Phonsavan. 

" " PHONHONG, p. 45. 

" Phonsavan. See PEK (Xiangkhoang), p. 53. 

Phonsavang. See Phonsavan. 
A 

PHONTHONG, p. 9. 
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Phontiou. See Phontiu. 

Phontiu. See HINBOUN, p. 17. 
A 

PHONXAI, p. 25. 

Phoukha. See VIANGPHOUKHA, p. 21. 

Sai. See XAI, p. 29. 

Saisettha. 
I 

See XAISETTHA. 

Sai thani. See XAITHANI, p. 45. 

SALAVAN, p. 37. 

SALAVAN PROVINCE, .p. 1. 

Sam Neua. See XAMNUA, p. 13. 

Sam Neua Province. See HOUAPHAN PROVINCE, p. 1. 

Sam Nua. See XAMNUA, p. 13. 

Sam Tai. See XAMTAI, p. 13. 

Samakkhisai. See SAMAKKHIXAI (Attapu), p. 5. 

SAMAKKHIXAI (Attapu), p. 5. 

Samoua. See SAMOUAY, p. 41-

Samouai. See SAMOUAY, p. 41. 

SAMOUAY, p. 41-

SAMPHAN, p. 33. 

Samteu. See XAMTAI, p. 13. 

Samthong. See Xamthong. 

Samuay. See SAMOUAY, p. 41-

Sanakham. See XANAKHAM, p. 45. 

Sanamsai. See SANAMXAI, p. 5. 

SAN AM XA I , p. 5. 
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SanasoBlboun. See XANASOM:BOUN, p. 9. 

Sana sum Boun. 
A 

See XANASOMBOUN, p. 9. 

Sansai. See XANXAI, p. 5. 

Sanxai. See XANXAI, p. 5. 

Saravan. See SALAVAN, p. 37. 

Saravan Province. See SALAVAN PROVINCE, p. 1. 

Saravane. See SALAVAN, p. 37. 

Savannakhet. See KHANTHABOULI (Savannakhet), p. 41. 
/ 

SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE, p. 1. 

Sayaboury. See XAIGNABOULI, p. 49. 

Sayaboury Province. See XAIGNABOULI PROVINCE, p. 1 . 
.-

Saysettha. See XAISETTHA. 

Saythani. See XAITHANI, p. 45. 

See See Xe. 

Sedone. See xed6n. 

Seno. See OUTHOMPHON, p. 41 
/ A 

Sepol. See XEPON, p. 41. 
/ '" Sepone. See XEPON, p. 41. 

SIKHOTTHABONG, p.45. 

SING, p. 21-

SISATTANAK, p. 45. 

Sithandon Province. See CHAMPASAK PROVINCE, p. 1. 

Son. See Xon. 

SONGKHON, p. 41. 

Soui. See Souy. 
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SOUKHOUMA, p. 9. 
" . Souvannakhili. See XANASOMBOUN, p. 9. 

" Souy. See PEK (Xiangkhoang), p. 53. 

Say. See VIANGXAI, p. 13. 

Suvannakhet. See Savannakhet. 

Ta-oi. See TA-OY, p. 37. 

TA-OY, p. 37. 

Taseng. Lao term for "commune" (third-order administrative 
division or center). As the generic part of a standard place­
name, the term "TasEmg" precedes the proper name of the place, 
e.g., "Taseng Thadua" and, in this report, is separate from the 
proper name of the place. This term precedes the proper name of 
all third-order administrative divisions or centers in Laos. 

Tasseng. See Tas?mg. 

Tchepon. See XEP()N, p. 41-

Tchepone. 
/ ..... 

See XEPON, p. 41-

Thadeua. See Thadua. 

Thadua. See HATXAYFONG, p. 
or see XAIGNABOULI, 

" THAKHEK (Khammouan) , p. 17. 

Thateng. See LAMAM, p. 37. 

Thouai. See Thouay. 

Thouay. See HATXAYFONG, 45. 

THOULAKH6M, p. 45. 

45; 
p. 

Thoumlane. See TOUMLAN, p. 37. 

TbNPHEUNG, p. 21. 

TOUMLAN, p. 37. 

49. 

Tourakom. See THOULAKHbM, p. 45. 
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Tsepone. See XEP6N, p. 41. 

VANGVIANG, p. 45. 

VAPI, p. 37. 

Vapikhamthong Province. See SALAVAN PROVINCE, p. 1. 

Yen. See XAMNUA, p. 13. 

VIANGCHAN (Vientiane) PROVINCE, p. 1. 

VIANGPHOUKHA, p. 21. 

VIANGTHONG, p. 13. 

VIANGXAI, p. 13. 

Vieng Phou Kha. See VIANGPHOUKHA, p. 21. 

Vieng Sai. See VIANGXAI, p. 13. 

Vieng Thong. See VIANGTHONG, p. 13. 

Vieng Xay. See VIANGXAI, p. 13. 

Vientiane. See VIANGCHAN (Vientiane), p. 45. 

Wapi. See VAPI, p. 37. 

Wapikhamthong. See VAPI, p. 37. 

Wapikhamthong Province. See Vapikhamthong Province. 

XAI. See p. 29. 

XAIGNABOULI, p. 49. 

XAIGNABOULI PROVINCE, p. 1. 
I 

XAISETTHA: district of ATTAPU PROVINCE, p. 1. 
district of VIENTIANE METROPOLIS, p. 45. 

XAITHANI, p. 45. 

Xaixanasomboun. See KHOUN, p. 53. 

XAMNUA, p. 13. 

XAMTAI, p. 13. 
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Xamthong. See KHOUN, p. 53. 

XANAKHAM, p. 45. 

XANASOMBOUN, p. 9. 

XANXAI, p. 5. 

Xe. A Lao term for "river." As the generic part of a standard 
name, the term "Xe" precedes the proper name of the river, 
e.g., "Xe Banghiang" and, in this report, is separate from the 
proper name of the river .. Other Lao terms for river are 
"Dak," "Houay," and "Nam." 

Xedon. See CHAMPASAK, p. 9. 

Xedone Province. See CHAMPASAK PROVINCE, p. 1. 

Xena. See OUTHOUMPHON, 41. 

XEPON, p. 41. 

XIANGHON, p. 49. 

XIANGKHO, p. 13. 

Xiangkhoang. See PEK (Xiangkhoang), p. 53. 

XIANGKHOANG PROVINCE, p. 1. 

Xiang1am. See XIANGHON, p. 49. 

XIANGNGEUN, p. 25. 

Xieng Hon. See XIANGHON, p. 49. 

Xieng Kho. See XIANGKHO, p. 13. 
, 

Xieng Khouang. See PEK (Xiangkhoang), p. 53. 

Xieng Khouang Province. See XIANGKHOANG PROVINCE, p. 1. 

Xieng Ngeun. See XIANGNGEUN, p. 25. 

Xon. See VIANGTHONG, p. 13. 

Xoy. See Say. 

Yommarath. See GN6MMALAT, p. 17. 
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