ce 00 : -S1- 4
A’J’Flbd-ﬂfdl‘ﬂb 3%%@ st wl-tus rv8szsreaL rlﬂi WU JU31330UUY . r L6
. } : o 149

P

t

U.S8.imperialists will bavs recdurse to more brazen and daring mansuvers, In
addition to intensifying the aggressive war in the south, they i1l further
extend the war of destruction to the noxrth at a fiercer pace. In addition to
using their air force, they will also use warships to shell, infentry to at-
tack, and specsial forces on a large scale; at the same time cooperats with
the reactionary inlanmlars to carry on ospianage war and psychologizal war aca
tivities for the purpose of baressing exd destroying cur rear.

The militiamen amd self.dafense corpsmen in the north are hwrriedly
preparing themselves to cope with any unexpected situation that may develop,
Trying to win in the U,S5. luperislists' war of destrucetion is both deferding
the north ard closely coordinating with the liberation struggls of our come
patriots in the south, and at the same time preparing the ground for defeata
ing the enemy if the lattar dares to widen the aggressive war to the whale
of our ecauntry, .

:' o The devolopmsnt of the present situation requires that cur militiamen
R O and self-defense corpsmen fulfill these new needs and tasks:
e First, to cantribute actively to destroying more epemy aircraft and
N B the enexy®s special forces and attacking farces.

S & : This is the most important military task to be fulfilled by militise

¥ men and selfedafanse corpsmen. Fulfilling this task well will creats favara.
: ahle conditions far the fulfilment of other tasks and dsal a heavy hlow &t

the enemy's aggrassive will.

Poxr over a ysar of fighting the U.S, imperialists' war of destructiam,
od our ailitiamen and self-defense corpwmen shot down a2 nmumber of sivcrart and
- captured many ernemy pilots. Today, after having acquired rich camhat expe~
- riences and raised their ideclogical, technical, snd tactical capacities,

R many vnits are more capable of wimning even biggor victeories, Military ore

gans of all levels must pay attention to cansalidating the calls in charge
aof sheoting at enemy aireraft, securing combal readiness, and raising their
oun coumanding capacity so0 as to make it full of wisdom, mobility, and
flexibility,

\ In regard to the task of fighling against speeisl forces and attack.
ing forces, particularly against the former, owr ml:.tumen ard self-defense
corpsmen have -gained a lot of axpardences, In the time to come, it is pos.
sible that the enemy will use larger forces .of that kind, If the militise
men and self-defense corpsmen ars satisfied with their old capacities, thaey
will find their task quite difficult to fulfill. In addition to continuous]
raising their technical and tactical capacitiaes, they need to pay attentim
to further training in greater mobility, betlter cohesian in cambat, and o
ganizing of better information-collecting work leading to deeper understan
ing of the enemy's situatiem, ,

Second, to fulfill preperly the task of serving as the hard core of
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the peorle's base-level antiaircraft work.

Fighting resclutely and avoiding sctivaly (enemy a.ircmft) ars the
two aspects of the people’s antiaircraft vwark; however, for the people, the
latter is the principal aspect.

Cur experiences bave indicated that if the militiamen anmd self.defaense
eorpsman were concerned only with fighting enewmy aircrafl while nsglecting
passive defense work for the pecple and for themselvwes, this would adversely .
affeot our fighting the enemy ingemeral and would mean a failure on their
part to protect the people’s lives and properties, There must be approprdiate
attention paid to all the aspects of the passive defense work; in public
places and share the population density is high, we must have snough shelters
made exactly according to specifications, and at the sams time improve the
"peocple’s antiaireoraft attacking force in oxder to reduce to the lowest limit

the losses inflicted uwpon us by the enenmy.

Thind, to try to maintain safe, uninterrupted, and contimuocus commmic
cation-transportation.

Camminication~-transportation is the blood stream of the peoplsa's econe
any ard greatly affects our national dafense task. The north has thousands
of kilometars of strategically important roads and railroads and alse a pratty
Jargs network of sesa txansportation routes, The U.S, imperialists concentrate
a great deal of their force upon destroying our commmnicatiaen-transportation
system so s to disturb our people's economy and to prevent the cirenlation
ard movement of our army and pecple., n the time to coms, the enemy will con-
tinue to bamd and to destroy our roads, thus causing us mare difficulties.

The determination of our party and Goverrment &t the present time is
{10 secure safe, uninterrupted, and continuocus comommication, It is also the
determination of all our army and people to defeat amn important part ef the
enemy's war-of.destruction plot, to safeguard the pecple’s living, and to
satisfy the ever growing needs 'for national defense,

Serdies of problems thus' appear: to organize ths fight against enemy
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aircraft, the protection from epemy bambings on our roads of cemmmniecation, ‘&f'f
and the transperting and loading-mmloading of merchandises; to camouflage o,
bridgas; to repeir rocads; to build secandary roads, ete, Only by relying on %"
the big force of our militia apd self.defense and of our people can we i

TS

this task properly.

Fonrth, to cantinue daveloping further the hard-core, attacking role
in production.

Production and cambat are the two principal tasks of all, our party amd .y
people at the prasent tima. Beibg the armed force in charge of both preduc~
tion and combat at the base level, the militiz and self.defense corps must -
s9e more cleerly their responsibility for tbis wattar,
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The more the enemy intensifies his destructive activitiss, the more
the militiamen and self-.defense corpsmen, alang with the rest of the people,
try to remedy the lossas caused by the enemy and to destroy the latter while
protecting thair own force in regaxd to men, properties, machinery, ete. As
soon as the enemy is gons, the militiamen and self-defemse corpsmen turn to
industyial and agricultursl production, do their best to improve teshniques,
and raise laber productivity. Only by doing so can they actively contribute
to strzngthenmg the peaple 's econcuric potentiality and driving ocur conbat
to vio QT o

Fifth, to taks an active paxt in the struggle against ths U.5, im-
perialists® espisnage sar and psycholegieal war,

Esplonage war -and psychcleogical war ars closely canbined with the en-

‘emy's war of destruction, They are ained at undermining and harassing our

ranks and paralyzing our people’s will to fight. The enremy's maneuver is to
deceivs, to slander, to take advantage of omr difficulties axd weaknesses to

ecarry on hisg destruetive aotivities,

Qur experiences indicate that the militiamen and self-defanse corpsmen
are a propaganda force that actively makes the people have & correct concept
of the enemy's real mature and plot, and confidence in the party and Govern-
nent., If we know how to use the vast linilless faorca of the militia and self-
defense corps, in the struggle against the U,S, imperialists’ espionage and
psychalogical wars, wo will certainly build a politically stabilized and sound
rear to help our aymy and peopls to devote 311 their effaorts to fighting the
epremy from without,

Sixth, to fulfill properly thes task o2 a reserve force and to secure
the combat-serving task in support for the main-farce troops.

0w people’s sxmy today i3 a regular, relatively modern one. The more
the main-farce troops grow in strength and destroy the enemy, the more they
bhelp the militiamen and selfdefense corpsmen to progress in all £islds, At
the same time, the heavier their combat task becames, the greater tha nesd
of tha rear and of other armed forces for such troops. This situation requires
that the militiamen amd self-defense corvsmen not anly focus on their respon.
sihility for daily cambat and producticn, but also be ready to assign, if nec-
essary, some of thely man the task of serving combat or joiming the main-foree
ranks rﬁ.ﬂncut affecting the local productive and combat pcmar, _

I

The militia and self-defense corps must be consalidated in every way
if they have to fuifill the heavy tasks mentioned above.

Strengthening the work of political education and ideological. leadern

" ship is the most basic copdition for raising the fighting power of our militise
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men and self-dafense corpsmen,

Ths recant achisvemsnts of cur militiamen and self-defense corpsmen
are the unavoidable rasults of all those efforts to do palitical-education
and ideclogital-leadership work and to raise the determinstion ameng their
ranks to fight and to dsfeat tha U,S5. aggressors.

Under the conditions of our fiercs, bitter fight against an enemy that
bas plenty of modern means, our militiamen ard self-defepse corpsmen have
been responsible for outstanding feats of arms; the main reason behind sueh
achievements is their decp hatred for the U.S, imperialist aggressors and
their determination to defeat the U,S. imperialists so as to protect the
fruit of the socialist revolution in the north, to liberate the south, and
to move toward reunification of the countxry. The deep hatred for the enemy
and the firm determination to destroy the eneny can be based only on the ef-
forts to raise the umderstanding of class of the militiamen and self-defente
corpsmen, to make them undersiand the evil nature of imperialism, the supe-
rioxrity of the socialist system, and the gloricus responsibility of the pec~
ple's armed farces for the great revolutionary work of the people.

Mlitiamen and self-dafense corpsmen belopg to different age groups; Y
some of them used to be oppressed and exploited by the imperialists and feu- .
dalists; soms others grew up under the new regime. The second group accounts
for a larger and larger proportion in the militia and self-defense carps
ranks, 4As a result, there is @ need for paying proper attention to teaching
them the concept of class and the way to @istinguish Lfriends and foes. We
con do this in many ways amd by different lively, yet profound, msthods like
encouraging people to recount their sufferings, comparing two ways of life,
revealing the crimes camitlied by the U.S. imperislists against the poopls,
ate,

4 firm proletarian stand and a strong mational spirit must be demon~
strated in a thorough understanding and resclute implementation of all revo-
lutionary standpoints and lines. Theréefore, ws meed to teach the militiamen
and self-defense corpsmen about the current events and policies; and to stzess’
the task of fighting the U.S. for national salvation, defending the north,
liberating the south, reunifying the country, and fulfilling international
duties as the main content of such teaching., At the szme time we need to
teach them the revoluticnary traditions and natimmal virtues, such as the
ability to bear hardships and to overcome difficultiess the will to fight
bravely, continvally, persistently; the spirit of indtiative~taking and cre-
ativity; ard to overcome any sign of subjective action and impatience, any
fexr of sacrifices and hardships, and all manifestations of ather unhealthy
tendoncies among the militiamen ard self-defense corpsman, g

Under the comditions of combat and production being carried on at tbe
same time, we must cleverly use all propaganda orgsnizations and measures And :
the teaching tools to mobilize the people in time st the places of productidd;
and an the battlegrourd, thus making education lively axd realistic. ]
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To build and to vensolidate the militia and self-defense corps along
a steady and vast line.

The militia and self.defense corps can axist and dsvelop their offec-
tiveness only when the parly echelens fully understand the line based on
claas to bs adopted for their Lullding and consolidation,

Recently many local areas launched different phases of the movement
to consolidate the militia snd self-dafense corps., Mauy party comittees
of village, factery, and city quarter levels enrclled good party members, on- §-
< thusiastic youth lsbor umion membars, and active saldiers satisfying all re~ N
x5 quirements in the ranlks of our militia and self.defenss corps. At the sama "
t e time, under the real conditions of production and cambat, there were measa-
ures talen to make them politically sound.  EHowever, in scms places, many

“ Y R’
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,,;, ’ party mambers, union members, and active saldiers still vemain ocutside the
o militia and self-defense corps, or if they have joined the latter, it was

only & token ast on thelr part, with no real effectivensss being felt, This
situation mst be put to an end scan.

Fully understanding the line based ¢m class also requires that it de
applied appropriately to tha political situation of sach area, with complets
awareness of the sdverse effects caunsed by lack of understanding and precan-
ceived ideas, (n tha ons hand, we must atiach importance to palitical qual-
ity, and make sure that the militia and self-defense carps are reslly a4 revo-
lutionary armed force of ocur country’s working peopls; on the other hand, we
nead %o attract 211 those who satisfy the requirements into this force so as
to widen the movement to arm all our pecple for the fight against the U.S.
for nmational salvation. )

Wa most coordinate this movement with the *three readinesses® and
tthree resourcefulnessesY movemsnts and, through other political campaigns,
naka the majority of the pecple willingly join the militiz and self.defense
corps, During the war of resistance against the French in the past, up to
15 percent of the population of Hung Yen Province, which was ama of the many
provinces that suffered the most from the enemxy's terroriging and mopping-up
acts, joined the ranks of the militiamen and guerrillas, Today, as we are
under mere favorable conditions than before, we ¢an organize a much larger
body of militiamen and gusrrilias, '

In the building of the militia and self-dsfense carps, proper impara "
tance must be sttached to the rale of women., Because of ocuxr peopla‘s revom ‘
lutionary struggla characteristics and traditions, the wommn members of tae
militiz and self.dafense corps must constitute an organization we cammot af-
ford to lack, In addition to developing the militia and self-defense corps
activitios amomg women, we mast attach utmost importance to further Improving
and granting promotion te those women who show more potential capacities so
that they could be given leadership work and made the commanding officers
of tha militia and self-dafanse corps. s
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Base level cadres have a decisive effect upon the movement, As we
have a numbsr of pvewly-appointed cadres, we pust pay more attsntion to perw
fecting the body of base level cadres, partioularly in vital places. Nore
particularly, we must closely administer and constantly improve the guerrilla
cadres and combat corpsmen, who constitute the hard core of cur militia and -

salf-defense corps.

~
. Through our combat experiences, we find that the specialized units of
our militia and self-defense corps liks the engineer, fire-fighting, recon-
naisssnca, information, first-2id units are very necessary and effective,
Those wmits need to be consolidated so as to halp serve combdat in local areas
and to be a source of support for the regular troops.

The militiamen and self-defense corpsmen are betler equipped than be~
fore, but bacsuse of inappropriate distributien and use of equipment in same
areas, their effect remains limited. We need to consider an adjustment of
the use of equipment in accordance with areas of major impartance, and the
full use of the capacity of local industry in ths mamufacture of weapons for °
our militiamen and selfedefense coxrpsmen to use; this way we shall create
favorable conditions for them to ful1fil) even better thair combat task.

At present, the militiamen and self-defense corpsmen must carry out
quite keavy production, combat, and combat-serving tasks. Many of them are
to face family problems and difficuliies in their living, In spite of all
that, they are Nlfilling their tasks enthusiastically. Our party, Governe
nent, and poople highly value such qualities, In order te creats faverabls
conditions for them to work better in both production and combat, the respone
sible organs mist study the necessary systems ard policies that would help
thexm to rednce the difficulties they face in thelr evaryday life. In addi.
tion to the already-adopted policies and systems, there recently appeared
new problems created by the wartime, such as the policies and systems to be
applicable to the militiamen and self-defense corpsmen directly in eharge of
shooting at enemy sircraft, the protection of commmication and transporta-
tion, ete, Generally speaking, the most corrsct 1line is still that of the
people, which réliss on the abilitles of the local cooperative axd pecple
argd at the =ame time the dafinite regulations priescribed by the state for
certain work, for the purpose of properly caonsolidating and develeping the
militia and self-defense corps. ‘ .

To . raise technical and tactical capacities, as well as the ability .
to organise commanding work, in order to satisfy the nsed of the combat amd 37
security-maintaining task, )

The purpose of training is to cambat. In order to make the training ijjge
of the militismen and self-defense corpsmen effective, it must coms from the.s B

need of the camhat and security-maintaining task, In addition to fighting ¥ &
the U.S. piratical aireraft, there are different combat and security- 28
3
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maintzining needs; for instance, Sams arsas must get prepared to fight the g‘
spocial forces, same other aress must Pight the epemy along the coast, etle: 4 %
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ences is & vary realistic and flexible training methed, The extremely rich
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.

Therefore, the training program mast sult each lacal area, and cannot be too
ambilicus or maechanical. TUnder- any.circumstances, the nilitiamen and self-
defense ¢orpsmen mist be trained in such s way as to be capatls of coping ef-
fectivaly with the enenmy's war of. &estruction ard remeining prepared to faee

more camplicated happenings.

In a general way, the nﬂiﬁamen and self-defense corpsmen fight under
the ‘conditians of those who are fow amd fight an cuthumbering enemy, who are
weale and fight the strcug, %ho use courasge and wit to defeat the enemy's moda

ern technigues and wéapens. Therafare, whila giving tachnical amd tactical
training, wo must pay \itmost a.ttant:.on to promoting saurege, initiative,
Llexibility, and creativity in cambat, Because of the need for fighting with
the regular troops, in addition to their regular sambat-serving activitias,

specialized unite 1ile antiaircraft artillery, regular artillery, engineer,
ate, are very necessary.

To learn from experiences and to popularize in time all cembat experi-

experiences gained in the struggle of the army ard peopls of the south, the
expariences obtained during the war of resistance, as wall as the current

experiances in car fight against the war of destruction in the noxrth, must
be widely popularized apd creatively applied so &s to heighten further the
fighting power of cur militlsmen and self-defense corpsmen.

To consalidate the existing combat villages and to build mare and
mare combalt villages,

Froa the war agalmnst the U,S, imperialist aggressars, owmr people have
created the farm of ccmbat villages, They are the fortress of the people’s
war, Under the lesdership of the party, all the physical and moral forces
of the people are gathered and fully daveloped to fight the aggressors, to
defand our villages, andto‘bmtaattaclq.ng the enemy for dastroying him.

. The U.S. impmﬂists*mrotdesmctmnisgomgmonamdarand
wider scale sud with the help of the most cruel and savage mansuvers. 8%
fors, the purpose of cambat villages (or cambat guarters in c;t:.es,

combat zanes in the highland) is to defesat tha emexmy in his war of destruc.
tion and to-prepare curselves te eope with his plot to widen the war of ag-

gression. -

" The strength of owr cambat villages, 2s it has been proved by realifs
originatas from all our peopla’s will amd determinmation to fight under the’
sound party leadership ta desiroy ths eremy, Ths building of ecombat villag
cover varions aspectse-palitical, military, econamic, The prerequisite caul
tion for this building waork 15 to have good political bases, based on the
party chi bo, Moreover, there must be a big farce of militiamsn and self.
dafense corpsmen, who fight bravely, do productive work enthusiastically:
production mast be developed an the basis of cur cansolidated cooperatives;)
combat fortifications must be good while shelters and trenches must be suf«
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ficient and salid,

As building combat villeges is a big job, it can de carried out propere
ly only under the unified leadership of party echelons, with the wide partic.
ipation of ell branchss and socirl groups. We must show the masses tha im.
nodiste benefits, as well as the long-lasting effect, of building combat vile
lages so that they would resclutely e¢arry out such a Job, secure good quality,
and satisfy the coubat needs of each local _area,

To strengthen the complete, dirsct, anmd absolute leadership of the
local party committees over the militia and self-defemse corps.

The absolute, direct, and camplets leedership of local party commit-
tess is the basic condition for our militiamen and self.defense corpsmen to
win victory in all fields of building, combat, and preducticn,

Implementing the party Central Comittee reselution dealing with a
shift of direction of crganizational work, many local party committees have
correctly resclved the relations between production and cowbat, and between
economic building and national. defense; paid proper attention to strengthen-
ing leadership; and assumed direclt lsazdership over the building of the mili-
tiz and self-defense carps foxree,

N Sl mRAr

PN A

Our experiences have clearly shown that if the party echelons wexre
willing to develop the role of our mildtiamen and self-defensa corpsmen in
production and cambat, they sbould atiach proper impartance to lsadership
over the variocus fields of activities of the militiamen and self.dafense
corpsmen, such as building, training, production, and combat; and contimmally
urgs and supervise the militiamen and self-defense corpsmen to execute all
the resolutions of the local party committees.

On the basis of 2 full understanding of the party miditary line, we :
mnst eambine the bullding of ¥lour good” _c)g_, bo with the conselidation and K
development of the wmilitia and self-defense corps} teach all party members )
to show their piomeering axd exampleasetiing role among the militia and self-.'i [
defense corps ranks, in .accordance with the slogan, Yparty members go first, " [%
other people follow'; and make all goverrment organizations, cocperatives,
and local pecple’s groups extend thsir encouragement and assistance to the “,
militianmen and selfdefense corpsmen., These avre the key problems in comec-

tion with strengthening the militla and self-defense corps ranks. N 5

Local military organs, which serve as ths staff of party comitteamen ..: |
in xilitery matiers, must be further perfected. Those cadres working in thess ’ {:
organs zust be improved and must raise their hasic understanding ef leadership.-]:
and guidance in the war of destruction and guerrilla warfare, of the arganiss-i
tion of the jJeint coomapnd among the three arms, and of the behavicr and work - §
of the revoluticmary military cadres, 2 |

The milditia and self-defense corps constitute ome of the three kinds i

PRI
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of revelutionary people's armed forces, Whether ths militia and sslf-
forces. Therafore, ths main.force and local units, wherever tkey may be
‘ dafense corpsman in both btuilding and combat work,
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defense corps are styrong ar weak directly affects other people's armed
stationed, mist have the respopsibility for halping the militiamen and selfe

Onr paaple’s fight agzeinst tha U.5, for nmational salvation 1s &p-

a bittar declisive period. Party caomittees of all levels must

strengthen the leadership over the militia and self.defense force and develop

the latter's big role in the current revolutionaxry struggle so as to make an

active oontribution to defeating the U.S. piratical aggressors, defending the

north, libersting the south, and moving teward reunification of our father-
land

5598
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- THREE GREAT EXPERTENCES
17 Guxq 1266 op yiarTIa KD SELF-DEFENSE FORCES

J[Folloving is a translation of
an article by Brigadier General
Tran Van Quang 4n the
Yietnanese~language newspaper
Quzn Doi Fhan Dan (Peorle's Army),
Banoi, 7 July 1966, p. 3/

Through more thar a yezr fighiing against the war of destruction by
the U.S. pirates, we have learned many expariences in providing guidance to
the xilitia and self-defense corps and the national resistance movement.
These experiences are of manmy kinds: experiences concerning principles as

well as experiences concerning concretes. Fellowing are some of the expe-
rionces we would like to present to you,

1« Or people are very patriotic, courageous and creative, and so
are our militiamen and self-defense corpsmen. Our cadres need only to edu=
cate them fully about the revolutionary tacks and arouse their thinking,

and they will overcome anv cifficulty and fulfill amy revelutionarv task.

The courageous exazples set in both production and combat by the
people, xilitismen and guerrillas of ocutsianding combat villages, such as
village V., (Vinh Linh), village Q. (Quang Binh), village T. (Nghe An),
village S. (Ha T4nh), etc., have proved that our pecple have a deep love
for the country and for socialism and are very crestive, There is no task
they cannot fulfill, mo difficulty they cannot overcome,

It is not because people of these villages have something specizl,
Our people everywhere in the country have the same qualities, I£ the people
of the above.mentioned villages made cutstarding achievements, it was be=
cause, first of all, they were fully educated about revolutionzry tasks
and their thinking was fully aroused. To have Determined.To.iin unit, first
of all there must be Determined-Tao-#Win people: to have Determined-To-lin
people, fivst of all there must be DeterminedsTo.lin thinking, Such is the
key to every success. .

Arousing the people, rilitiamen and self-defense corpsmen .0 become
active in fighting the enexmy and serving combat and production is g revee
lutionary campaign, & campaign to enconrage the people to participate in
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THREE GREAT EXPERIENCES
OF MILITIA AXD SELF-DEFENSE FORCES

J/Folloving is a translation of
an article by Brigadier Ganeral
Tran Van Quang 4in the
Vietnamese-language newspaper
Quan Doi Nhan Den (Pecple's Army),
Hanoi, 7 July 1966, p. 3/

Through rmore than & year fighting against the war of destruction by
ihe U.S. pirates, wo have learned many experiences in providing guidance to
the milliia and self.~defense corps and the national resistance movement,
Tnese experiences are of many Kinds: experiences concerning principles as
waell as experiences concerning concretes, Following are some of the expe-
risnces we would like to present to you.

1 -~ Our people are very pestriotic, courageous and c¢reative, and so
gre ovr militiawen and self-defense corpsmen. Our cadres need only to edu=
cate them fully about the revolutionary tasks and arouse their thinking,
zrd they will overcome any difficuity and fulfill any revolutionary task.

The courageous examples sel in botk production and combat by the
peonle, militiamon and guerrilias of ontstanding combat villzges, such as
vildage V. (Vinh Linh), village Q. (Quang 3inh), village T. {Nghe 4An),
village S. (Ha Tinh), ete., have proved that our people have a deep love
Tor the country and for socialism amd are very creative. There is no task
they canrot fulfill, no difficulty they cannot overcoms.

It is not because people of these villages have something special.
Caxr poople everywhere in the country have the same qualities. If the people
¢l the above-montioned villsges made outstanding achievements, it wes be-
ciuse, first of all, they were fully educated about revolutionary txsks
&7d their thinking was fully aroused. To have Determined-To.Win unit, first
¢ 21] there must be Determined-To-Hin people: to have Determined-To-l'in .
pople, first of ali there mst be Determined-To-Win thinldng. Such is the
key to 8VEXY SUCCESS,

. hrousing the pecple, militiamen and self-defense corpsmen to become
iff—}ve in fighting the enemy and serving combat and production is a revo-
YLionary campaign, a campaign to encourage the people to participate in
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the revolution., This can be successful only when the cadres believe in
progress and in the revolutionary capability of the masses, ‘and when we
convince them that their interests are attached to the revolutionary psth
set up ty ihe Party and make them believe in their invincible strength, -Aw,
for 211 other means, including plain orders and eppeals, they will never .
be answered by the masses. Pt

4 strong factor in arcusing the masses is o instill in them a deep
love for the country, for socialism and for the South, and on that basis
show them the way to progress, the way to associate thedr self-interests
with nationzl and class interests, and instill in each of them a national
and cless pride, Therefore, the main objective of mass political education
and ideological mobilization at this moment is to fully educate the masses
about the Party's resclution on the rewluticnary situation and task,

! Education of revolutionary tasks and ideclogical mobiligation must

i be carried out deeply, positively and continuously, and not superficially.
Edueation, encouragement and criticism must eontirmue through each phase,
each task, in order to raise the masses' political awareness and thedr
determination to defeat the US,

Experiences of village V, (Vinh Lirh), villsge Q. (Quang Binh), vil-
lage T. (Nghe An), village S. (Ha Tinh)...showed that to arouse the masses®

l thinking, it 4s pecessary to arcuse the thinking of party members first.

: As long as party members still lack understanding and determinstion, it

i cannot be said that the masses have the understanding and determination,

: This is very dmportant, Arousing the party merbership first then comtimuing
to arouse the thinking of members of mass organizations has alwsys been the,
Party's guide«line in mass wobilizing work. In doing this work, it is most

, iwportant to practice democracy, use such methods as provocatien,"arguing,"

: persuasion..., and study the people's state of mind to solve the difficulties

they are encountering., Lecturing on the situation in the South, comparing

both ways of living and both systems, denouncing the ememy’s crimes to
arouse hatred, using daily happenings as basis to show the way that should
be followed, using real people and develoyments as examples to give out
praise and encouragement,..all these are good forms of ideologleal mobilize~
tion that should be carried out carefully and meticulously.

In short, task education and ideclogical mobilization of party mewbers,
militiamen and self=-defense corpsmen are the most Amportant werks and also
the key to a1l success, If despite bitter fighting conditiens, the Con Co
fighters, the fighters serving combat in Con Co, and thousands and thousands
of fghters on the production, combat, commudcation.transportation fronts
in the military zone passionately performed and fulfilled their tasks, with
some of them even using their blood to write applicstions for very dangerous
jobs, it was because they were fully educated on the political tasks and
wore pobilized ideclogically. On the contrary, in places where this movement
has not made any progress, we do not have to go far to find ocut what are
the eaunses, Instead, we should first review the task education among party
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nexmbers, Tilitismen end self-defense corpsmen, The successful resolution of
tais problem would teing about many new prospects, and then every difficulty
would be overcome, This is & lesson for everybody and also a lesson for
militianen and self-defense corpsmen,

2 - Firmly sraspinz the relationship between production and combat;
vilitiemen and self.defensa corpsmen are both the key foree in base-level
fighting and the assauvdt forece in production; they are also the principal
arm of proletarisn dictatorship at the village level and the most active
glements in +the coaszlidation and development of cooperatives.

Our entire country is fighting a war, but the war extent in two 2ones
is differant, The socialist North is the big rear zone of the entire country,
To fulfill the duty of the big rear toward the big fromt line, the people in
the North must not only fight well but alse produce well. Production and
combat are two tasks that are closely related to each other.

By fighting teiter, by shooting down more U.S. aircraft and by de-
stroying more enemy rangers, not only will we protect our production in the
Nortk, btut we will also be 2ble to coordinate effectively with the armymsn
and people in the South to destroy the enamy's strength, Good commnication
transportation work will not only serve production and life of the people
but also serve well combat and the front line,

On the other hand, when striving to stap up production -~ especiaily
grain production =~ and striving to consolidate and develop the superiority
of the cooperatives, we are increasing the rice yield of each hectare by~
one quimzl and creating better conditions for both ixmediate and lorg-term
fighting, In zone 4 in particular, one additional ton of grain will recuce
truck transportation by ono shipment, thus shertening the supply routes. |
An effort to improve production tools and to carry out the slogan Mredoubli
your efforts" has 2 practical significance in that it gives more timo fox
everybody to participate in national defense and for every production estsab-
lisiment to transfer its labor to the service of the front line.

Furthermore, under war conditions, every production work carries =
fighting nature. As a result, stepping up production at this morent is not
sirply an sconoric problexm, It is also a very imporiant political and natic
defonse problem directly affecting the strengthening of the defense of the
North and the active support of the liberation of the Southn.

Production and combat give boost to each other and help ezch other
develop. Rezding reports made by combat villages, we found that vhere there
was good coxbat there was good productlon and where there was gcod produce
tion there wore good successes in combat. This fact has proved as false
the idex of some cadres that "production cammot be dore sirmltonsoucly with
comdat.” Combat and production can be strongly developed because when everys
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one's patriotism, hatred for the ememy, and determinztion to defeat the
Americsn imperialists are heightened, not only will he becoxe more deter.
mined in cambat but also he will become more enthusisstic ir production,
And as production becomes more asctive and life becomes more insured, he
will strive harder to fulfill his duty to fight for the protectiom of the
cooperatives and the system of the North, It is the love for the commtry
anrd for socialism which unites combat and production and makes them push
sach othar forward,

The militia and self-defense forces include the most important rural
labor elements who have & good political swaremess, are well-organized and
eager to lesrn and improve techniques, and know how to associste their
personal and fandly life with the cooperative's. They are the key force
not only in combat but also in production, Only by transforming them into
the key force, the assault force in production to fulfill such slogans a&s
Fplow in one band, rifle in another," "hammer in one hand, rifle in another,"
"good combat, good productien," will we be able to mobilize and encowrage
the entire people to participate entbusiastically in both production and
combat.,

Therefore, we would like to assert bere again the tasks of militiamen
and self-defense corpsmen as the key force, the assault force in production
as well as in combat,

In production, militiamen and self-defemse corpsmen must:

- Constantly devote their attemtion to productien and to the coopera-
tive, consider the cooperative as their home and regard production as one J
of their two main tasks,

= Promote discipline and fighting spirit in production, assume the
wost difficulties jobs and assure most labor points for the cooperative,

: = Yoluntarily be one of the lead:mg forces in improving techniques,
improving production tocls and increasing labor efficiency,

~ Become a locomotive leading others in staying close to ricefields
and the sea to boost production, and volunteer to do production work where

there are the most difficulties caused by the enemy,

~ Be the hard core, and give assistance to, labor teams in carrying
out rilitarization in production, i.e. be courageocus in production, be
well-organized and have good self-defense and combat plans when the enexmy
comes.

To fulfil]l these tasks, militismen and self.defemse corpsmen mist be
educated so that they understand clearly the important tasks and meanings
of production and combat, Praises and encouragement must be given everyday

-17-
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te indivicuails and teams that prove to be outstanding in botk production
o4 ccribat, Thz "chi bo" and the cooperative xanagement board mmust, on one
nerd, provide leadercship and assistance to militia and self-defense groups
in their corbat performance and, on the other hand, know to mobilize them
to play their assault role ir production and to become a solid base for
the consoliidation of the coopserative.

Produstion ard combat provide each other with thrust and help, but
there rezain some prcblems that must be solved in order to insure the ful-

£f11inent of these two tasks:

- The first probie~ is a balance between produciion labor managerent
end natioral defense liior management, According to local reports, this
prohtem has-been partly solved, Cooperative rinagement boards have firmly
gresped the needs for labor in every aspect (direct, indirect and national
defense) to plan work assigmments and werk order. What is important is how
to improve production tools so as to raise labor productivity (by improving
transportation for instance), and to combine closely the benafits of nationsl
defense wiih those of procuction (for instance, combine planting of tree
with camouflage, trenches with irrigation canals). :

- The sscond problen is to give credit points to persons who perform
guerd duty or air defense work, etc. Several wauys have been suggested to
solve tais problem. Three solutions have been suggested in reports presemted

to this nmeating:

1 = The cooperative helps thess comrades guards-men by providing them
with woridng conditions so that at the erd of the year if they do not have
enough credit points they would be giver additional points by the cooperative
in order to be classified as category A labor. This systex is being currently
wsed by many villages. Its advantzge is to insure production and its dis-
advantzge is thet the cooperativels intérests wiil be affected if there are
too many peaple on guard duty.

2 - Guarc teams are assigned to do procuction work on the spot (growe
ing crops, raising arnimels). Although it does rot separate militiazen with
production, this way is of a larger scale and can ohly be dome by cosperaw
tives which have =211 the conditdons necessary; and if they remzin in their
Job too long, these guard teams can easily become separate labor tesxs.

3 = The people will take turn to provide daily food to militiszen and
self-decfense corpsmen. This way is not good, for on one hand it camnot
heighten the combattant!s position and on the other hard it cannot cevelop
the cooperative!s role in combat.

The problem of giving credit points to combat teams is solved dif.
ferently from one place to another, but the following principle must be
firrdy maintained:
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~ Militiamen end self-defense corpsmen can perform both production and
combat. They are good in combat, but they must also be good in production, It
is therefore necessayy to train them to take turn to perform their combat
duty so that their production duty will not be affected.

~ Waste must be avoided as much as possible in combat, The mumber of
people used for defense work must correspord exactly to the requirement of
the job. There must be organization, management and iwprovement of worlking
techrigues and methods. Any waste, especially labor waste in transpoeration,
must be overcone,

=~ The cooperative mist eraate conditions for the militiamen and seife
defense corpsmen to fulfill their production task and insure their credit
points, although they use part of their time 1o prepare for combat, If be.
cause of combat duty, a number of them cannot accumilate enough credit points
the cooperative should pay attention to their living by giving them an ad~
ditional mumber of credit points so that their income can reach the level

of category A laborers,

These are a few suggestions., It is necessary to consider the situatioen
in the cooperative and the enlightment of cocperstive members to solve ef-
fectively the prohlems of combat, production and umity. If we have good
labor organization, aveid waste of labor, improve techmigues, mobilize every-
body to participate in national defense, and develop the key role of the
militia and self-defense forces we will certainly be able to solve any prob-
lenm and fulfill any task, Recemtly, in villages where many battles had taken
place, each militiamen and seif-defense corpsmen has set aside from 90 to
100 labor days for combat and village defemse, yet production still remained
good and their living was not only insmred but slso reacked a bigh level,
This is a good achievement that should be followed.

3 - Strensthening reugularly the leadership of base~level party com-
rittee 3n combat and combat serving. ’

The recant combat experience in many villages has shown clearly the
importance of the leadership of base-level party committee on both produce
tion and combat fronts, All directives and resclutions of the Party Central
Committee, Govermment, zone, province, etc,, are finally concemtrated in
base-level party committees for implemsntation, Now, everyone haes seen cleare
1y that the rmsses have great abilities and s bhigh revolutionsry enthusiasxm;
they can fulfil) every task assigned them by the Central, branches, depart-
ments and levels, But if the base-level party committee fails to mobilize
and srouse the masses! thinking axd fails to stay close to the masses, all

resolutions and directives will Just stay in one place; village cadres will
have to work hard and their work will have not much result,

The leadership by the hase-lovel party committes is an overall lesder-
ship in a1l political, econcmic, military, cultural and social) fields, as

-9 -
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well as in building the Party and mass organizations.., Hers, we would like
to speak of certain aspects concerring the leadership over military work
and rilitia and self-defense foreces:

1 = The base-level party comxittee's requirement is to firsly grasp
the three present principal tasks of production, combat with combat serving
and Party building. Every meeting of the party committse or of the “chi bo"
mst discuss these tbree mztters, review what has been done, plan the next
steps, and set up the tasks, goals and implementation measures for each of
these fislds. As we 211 know, combzt, production and Party Building are
the primary tasks closely related to each other: we fight to protect znd
10 boost production, and we carry out production to insure combat. Through
combat and production, we train our party members, develop the Party, build
ufour-good chi bo,” etc.:In short, the village party committee and the “chi
bo" must provide reguiar guldance and issue resolutions on combat, production

- and Party building, The Youth Corps must also grasp firmly these three tasks
of combat, production and Corps building in every of its activities,

2 = To have a good leadership in these tasks, the party committee amd
the "chi bo" must have a firm control over the militia and self.defense
forces, educate and foster them so 2s to make them the key force in produc-
tion, combat and consolidation of the eooperative... In other words, the
base~lovel party commitiee and the "chi bo' wmst do exacily what the Party
Central Comxittee and Palitburo do in dealing with nationsl defemse and in
cortrolling and guiding the army, except that their work is on e smaller
scale, Recent experiences showed that to control the militia and self.
defense forces and to develop their role, the base-leval party comiites

mist:

e

- Ask z11 members (except old and weak ones) to participate in militia
and self.defense work, with most of party comwittecmen in chiarze of the
leadership, Paxty mezbers and committeaemen should pot participats just for
tke sa2ke of participating, but should participate with a1l their eathusiasm
and should show that they really are the mucleus of these forces. The Labor
Youth Corps must also mobilize its members to join the pora-military forces
and tc strive to become the best militismen and self-defense corpsmen.

- Constantly carry out political education and ideclogical lsadership
ezong militianen and self.defense corpsmen, ard develop to the highest ex-
tent their brave fighting spirit in both production and combzt: st the sane
time, krow well the state of mind of each of them so as to work oui measuves
to overcome bacikward and rightist thinking ard to create amongy ithex & rezd
progressive revolutionary thinking, transforming the militia and sclfodefense
forces into a school to train good combatants loya: to the Party and regime,

-~ Have 2 strict control over cadres and fighters and firiy maintezin
the class stend, The ¥chi bo" must review the application of every militimen
and self-defernse corpsmz2n who asks to join the party, foster and woote
cadres, and thkrough combat and other works train party members, accept new

- 10 -
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party merbers and build "four-good chi bo® (scheduling the review of achievew
ments maa? by every combatant and cadres to work out plans for training and
proxotion

~ Guide various branches and groups to implenent the resolutions of

the "chi bo," and through this mobilize and foster them and make suggestions
: on the building of militis &nd self-defense forces; lead varions branches
i and groups to coordinate closely with militiz ancd self.defense forcos in
cogxbat and production; make them consider the militia and self-defense forces
as their owm pare-military forces and encourage their mewbers to participate
in or support these forces. From time to time it must be pointed out clearly
that what are the plan, the duty and the requirement of the cooperative
managepent board...and what are the duty and requirement of such groups as
vouth, women, culture, etc., toncerning the militia dnd self.defense forces
and national defense.

= In its leadership, the base.level party comxittee mmst illustrate
its determination to irpiement the tasks and directives issned by the Party
Central Camxittee, district and provincial party comnitiee, with politieal
education and ideological leadership as the foremost tesks; and it must also
grasp firmly the relations between combat and production,

To help the party comxittee and the “ehi bo" fuifill these tasks, the
| village ziilitia and self-deferise command must serve as the Party staff,
: It must use the resclutions and general tasks as a basis to report any prob-
i lem to the party comuittes, It must act on its own and at the same time
' adhers to the resolutions by the party comxittee, Dn the other hand, the
party cormittee must kmow how to use the.village command as its staff: by
asking it to make reports on the sitnation, satnptasksandplms etc.

e e .
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RILITARY AFFPAIRS AND PUBLIC SKCURTTY
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[ Article by Luuunn.nt Gieneral Tran Van Quangs “The New Stare of tho '
Revolution and the Kew Stage of Deveiopsent of local Military work™ /

[ TextJ Local m llury work plays a very importam Rtrategir role in
our country in both wa: time and peace time, in a war of " )'dex’aticn‘and in

the effort to strengther the natlnnal defense systes as nu as in a people’s
w@r to dofond the fuherlmd

As wo enter tho m stare of the revolution, the psople of our entirs couatry

_ are_focusing their inte) umea and onergies on the tasx of bullding and

protecting the socialist Vietnamese fatherland. Llocal allitary work now isvelv
nex tasks and very hish requirements and, at the same tise, involves new
capabl lities and new,. very favoradble conditions. To succesafu:ly perform.

. . aach tagk-of local military work, we sust have a thorough understanding: of -

the political.-line and the military line of the party and apply thes ia a
manner consistent with ‘the specific conditions and circusstances of aach
locality.. Only through practice, through work and through Tesearch can we p.ln
the correct.and full understanding of the new requirenents, the.new , v

.advantages and the new difficulties in orcer to, on tnu mn molvo nev

problou bottor nth “ch pusuw da.y. .o : LTt ._' . _: f‘.'...
m: Article: :\uh vu.h.a ‘aumber of n.tt.m euneming tho mort b 7- G
thoroughly laplessnt the line on the soclalist revolution of the btn consren
of the Party in local uuun work and discusses the sain elements of ™

the, aeversl sajor tasks, ".In the process, light is shed upon the new stage
of development of local military work in our country,. the local military work
of the ptriod of buuding md protocung the soclaliat um flunrhnd

The ruoluuon of tho bth Congress of the Party pointed out that the strategic
task of our country's revolution today 1s 0 "carry out the socialist .
Tevolution and advance to socialisas in a rapid, strong and steady mannerc.”

The congreas alsc.set forth the line on bullding the socialist economy:
“sceelerating socialist .ndmtr.laduuon. bullding the ssterial and techaical

lases of socialisa, advancing nur conntry's econamy from small-scale producuo
to large-scale soeuus‘ production...
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T Throust produetive labor and a8 a‘.result of playing tha assault role. 1nn"
.. 7. economic constructian, many silitle snt self-defanae unlits nave grown in ai
LW 7L amd-been improved while'® ‘completing their ailitary tmaining ead saintatnting
o i<, combas. readiness, The formation and davelopment of ajlitia battalions and
Lo f 7 regisents at’ ' he" lurn- sanual labor worksites building wmter con-mmcy Y
2l _'projecta and - improving flulds in the provinces of Mghe Tian, Thanh hoa, ~ |
.22 7Thal, 3inn, {Ha' Fam Ninh,. Hai ‘Hung -and so forth are eloquent proof. I(n the
¥ " peovinces 6f the South, at places whers the taask of socialist conatruetio:
. and tranaforsation is belng carried out and positive efforts are being
- to reators and develo? production not only has the assault role of the sl
and se{f-defenne rorcn been developad, dut the quality of the silitia
. self-aefense forcas has baen improved and the nusber of these forces has
" incrsased 80 that thoy can, together with local troope, main force troope
the people’s publie mecurity force, do an increasingly better job of p
respAnt ono-y t.roops and aslntaining political security and soclal ordcr.

In the Luk of buildirw t.no soclialist economy, the party nas taken the
posluqn of bullding the basic production units along the lines of spec

2
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cooperation and federation among basic unite and throughout the distriet;
building the districts into agro-industrial ecomomic units and the district
level government into a comprehensive management level; and dullding the
provinces and subordimate sunicipalities into industrial-agricultural
economic vnits which develop in a manner consistent with the strengths of
_sach locality and the commson requirements of the national ecoromy. Therefore,
" local military work must be carried out in a manner closely iinked to the
. process of advancing the provinces and districts to large-scale soclalist
.pmductt sn; the buildup of the national defense system within the localily
nust be carr.ed out on the basis of the success of this wrocess, The pilot
project districts in the mechanizatlon of agr.cultural productlion and ‘the
bullding of districts into agro-industrial econoaie units, such as Juynh Luu
District, Nam Ninh District, Dorg Hung District and so forth, have provided
us with many valuable ‘.atial experiernces, Within these districts, the
long-ternm plan for the ailitary buildup of the districet was set fort.h in
. -~the_project plan for advancing the district to large-scale production. O0f...--.
"the basis of the project plan for the economic construction of tre district,
.- the capabilities and ‘guidelines ‘lor bullding the district into a stirong
. fortress were estabdblished, In Quynh Luu, when foxmulating the jlan for.
rearranging the population centers and economic areas within the district, _
the district. party organization relied upon the new capabilities and. -- - ./, .°°
. ¢onditions resulting from the recrganization of production to .formulate the.. .. :.
* plan for establishing the deployment of military forces and estabushtng the ;
ruidelines for coordinating the ecenomy with ‘the defense of the matlon aad .. .-
.- building up the local army, the militla-and the self-defense force, For: i~ Cee

example, -when seethg that the project plan for the develompment of .the: enter-’
_prises, tractor stations, farms and vocational schools of the district will
_increase the nuaber of workers to 30,000, including nearly 300 engineers and . )
- 1,000 middle level tecnnﬂ.cal cadres, .the- party comnittee echelon and-cadres ~,.i...
within the distriet fAve their-attentlon to résolving many new. proble:s ariqlne_- :
-ir local” military work. -For example,.in conjunction ‘with developing-the - ...~
uuua in a Ganner. conslstent with the. ‘tequirezent of developing cooperatives !
to lirge scale, very .mgch importancc must be attached to developing the.- . -. - -
SR "'aelf-defense force and establi:iitig £he correct~strutture and scale of & = “* - -°
- orFanization s.: uen as node of opention fot t.he ulf—defense forces withtn
the d.lstrict.

’In tho locauttes of the southem provincos there has been &nd eontinuos to
. - .be & atrungle o thoroughly abolish Teudal ownership of eropland, carry out:
. ‘the ‘soclalist transformation of pr. ate capitalists, reorgani%e the artisan
and handicraf4 trades, cooperativize agriculture, reorganize agricultural . .
_production, sdvance to large-scale soclalist preduction, ete. 1In conjunction

with transforming productlon relations-and reorganizing production, these

‘. loeallties must strengpthen the organitations of the government and the mass
orpanizations. -Therefore, one of the major tasks of local military work in
these localitiss 1s {0 protect the ravolutlonary struggle of the -people within.
the locality, defeat each plot and activity of lmperialist sples, suppreas
reactionaiies and thwart each of their plots of sabotage and opposition. :
Facts have shown that in those localities which place local military work vithin
the struggle to transform production relations, accelerate production, improve.
the 1ife of the people and maintain politieal sccurity and socisl order, cuccess

-
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is achlieved in the eoffort to teach the concept of national defense and

the spirit of vigilance and combat readiness to the people, build and develop
the militia and self-defense rorces and sausfactorily carry out the =ilitary
draft and other na.uonal defense policles,

The 4th Congress of the Party set forth the miiitary line and task of our
country in the new stage: “Always sttaching importance to the task of
strengthening the national defense system, maintalaing political mecurity and
social order and insuring that the country is always ready and adble to amash
oach act of aggression md each coun'lor-rwolutionu-y actlvity,”

The new staga of developaent .of locnl -mf.m wotk. -w.cn is part ot the
overall military work of the party, is closely linked to the thorough '
implementation of the military line and. task of the party in the new siage,
the thorough implementation of the viewpoint that all cf the people- participate

- in the defense of the nation and the thorough laplementation of the viewpoint

of a people's ua.r to protect.the socialist fatherland. Our national defense

system must be ."a strong, atable defense systea of all the pecple”; "the task

. . - of bullding:and -strengthening the national defense.gsystenm. is. thea. task of alt..

" the people, of the entire army, of the entire dictatorship of the prolota.rlat.
systea under the leadarship of the party.”..-To-have a strong national defense
systen, we Bust have 4 strong economy; building and strengthening the nmational
defense systei must be carried out on whe basis of gradually building an- .

.- independent,.autonomous economy within our couatry. The ‘strength of our.
-+, .national defense system must be ‘the strength of the political line, and, t.ha
" wilitary line. of the party, the coabined strength of -the three rcvol.uuona.
of the effort:to dwol.op the.econoaic, political, liut-u-y and stientifiec-
tochnical potentu.u af the country;.the aucleus of the national defense systes

- st be the people’'s armed forces consisung of an throo numy el.omts.

all ~f mi.ch lust bo truly. pomml. ; e e
. «.Thus,- the poutica.l ltm a.nd the’ nutu'y 11no of tho pa.rty a.nd tho apoc;tic
“ 7 conditigns and cfrcusstances of our country’ In the present atageof. the' -
*revolution’desply control all ‘local militaFzy work and, cause.if to: roﬂoct ‘ROTe
- % new devolopmmtu itk each passing day compared to local ni[i.tu'y ok~ over
: .. - the past seversl docades, new developmants.encompassing cvczythlng froa -
~ole e gbjectivessand” “‘tasks-tdthe specific eonten‘t of this work. ﬁvl ‘crsmzzaw
T of forces to t.he node of. operation., .

. . - .
__- ‘ . o . o-..

S In pa.st yea.xs ue runad my val.uable experioncea 1n Loca.). n.tlitu-y vork

* -, performed. under. the.conditlons of a war of liberation; at the same cime, -
‘we .gained ‘Bust ‘rieh experience in the local mlitary work .of the soclalist
Borth during the ysars .of peace as well as-in the fight agunst the wars of
destruction to protact the Nortr and libermte the South, ¥We must dcve).op u
these experiences and creatively apply them.to the new conditions whieh -

exist in order to perform good local ailitary work- in tho period. of bull.ding
and protectin( the mhust fatherland, :

Now that our country has been colplctoly ubera.tod. t.he objocuvu apd tasks
of Loca\. uutu-y work are to help complete the ailitary task of the entire

E
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: upernlists unleash a war of . ngzreesi.on agalinet our cu'.mtry.- "

-.- national: defenae potential and-build the ‘people’s armed forces’ uithtn t.he N

country, firnly protect each locallity, protect the soclalist revolution within
the locality and help protect the independence and sovereignty of the nation,
the territorial integrity of the fatherland and the constructlon of socialise
throughout the country. We murt utilize the strength of military organization
in economic construction with'a the locality, brild a strong, stable national
deferse system within the locality and help increase the natlordl defense.
potertial of the entire country. We must insure that the locauty is always
combat ready during peace timo and wire victery in a people’s war to defend
the fatherland Af such a war should-occur. We must be fully avare of the
plots of aggression &nd sabotage of the imperialists and domestic and foreign -
reactloaary powers against the peaceful labdor of our people to build sociauu.
we oust be fully aware of the -new, very large capabilitier and the new, very
- .hlgh requirements of a modern people's war to defend the fatherland 1f the .

To- carry out the tasks nentionod above. 1t is. very nportant tc mobllize a.ll

of the people within the locality to bulld and strengthen the national

defense aystem. Local military work must mobilise the capabllities of all

_.0f the sectors and levels within the dictatorship of the proletariat systes .
" in the l.ocauty under the centralized, unified leaderrhip of the local Party
. organization. We must insure that .each locality not only becomes a vast . |
worksite bullding soclalism, ’ but also becomes a strong battle position of .the

" . national defense systen; we muat transform each province into a strong strategic

unit, each district into a sturdy fortress and each installation into a strong,
Tear base, a well trained combat force. Ve sust-insure that all of the pworle -

ave combat ready in peace time and that all of tbe people fignt tbe enony
tndwinvictotylntiueofm.' -

A R I

S : The ltrongtn or tha nl.tlonll dd‘emo systu uitm.n the locauty 15 closeiy

"linked to thé development of the economy Within the locality, it ‘L8 the -
" combined result of the strength displayed in. each aspect of .the process -

. of secialist transformation and soelalist- eoustrueuon. Therefore, l.oeal

- milita~y work must be based on these achievements in ordér to-duild thea it o

o,
-
.

. ‘locality 25 ‘well as the entire couiitry.-' The local araed foirces mist-fuily | ’

..
‘o '..."

s~
re

-meet the requirement of protecting the locaiity and protecting the fatherland .
- 'under the new .conditions. that exist, - The organisation of the local STRY | L Ca
“and. the militia and. ‘self-defense forces sust be closely linked to the .

reorgarization of }-.oduction within the locality along the lines ‘of large-.

[l

-'.,_ scale socialist production and closely linked.to the three revolutions, to t.he

"effort to mold the new man tlho vossesses. socialist awarer.ess, possesses the . < -

a:iuty to orgn.nize and m m kuouledgo of aodem science and technology.
"@TC,

;‘ PO - . )

Throuph the ovmll pr'o_)ect pun !‘or bull.d.lng the. varlom provincas and d.lstriets

- . along the lines of large-scale production, we see very clearly that, or the

basis of the victory of socialist construction within each locality as well as .
the entire country, we are fully canpable of strengthening our .political forces,
economlc foreces, cultural and scientificetechnical forces and, on this basis,
strengthen the national defense system within the locality. At present,'the ™~

e . |
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" link the local military work task and plan to the task and plan for bullding:

.. and ldeological education with the implementation of the syatems, regula.u_om
" ..and laws promulgated by the state concerning the clilzénZ obligatiom-to .. "

:'.-niutary work on a fira rog\a!.u- force bazis. etc.. R - ...'J?-

::"_'One very upomnt factor 13 thit ‘the -locautios of our country d:.ffer 1n, any
"--. vaye in terms of thalr geography; in teras of thelr position within the na

r

-. basis. Some localitles lie within arees of strateplc economic and naticnal
“defense inporta.nce. Each locality has its own economic as well as military.

country. In this process, many localitles have adopted effective, specific

“in a numser of diatricts conducting pilet projects in the reorganization of:

political:enlightenment and the. level of development of their production fore
.. and production relations; in.terms of the. living conditions, the customs- and
" - bablits of the. people, etc. Some places are located on the border;- some are-

ViV TS

various localities have begun to impleament their plans on tuilding the material:
technical bases of sociclism, stabilizing and gredually ilaproving the material
and spiritual lives of the peopls and bullding each province and dictriet into
an economic unit which develops in 2 manner consistent with the strengths of
each locality and the overall requirements of the economy throughout the

plans and measures designed to incresse the impact of economic achievements -
and the reorganization of productior upon the effort to increase the fighting
strength of the locality. Whenever they formulate a plan for bullding the
economy within the locallty, many places give their attention to the impact
which economic construction projects have upon the effort to strengthen the. .
national defense system and the effort to build the battle position of the .
people’s war and build uz the armed forces within the locality. The situation

production and the mechanization of agriculture shows that we can significantld
increase the percentage which the militia and self-defense forces comprisa of .
the total population within the locality. The guerrilla militia forces on the
village level and the self-defense forces on the district leval. bave undergom
extnozd.ina.ry-quantltauvo and. quautativc development, . - veae .
Thus, ‘compared to the local niutary work performed during the years of peace |
in the North and the local military work performed in both the North and the -
South during the war of resistance against the United States for national -
salvation, the local military work being pexformed in the present stage of. thl
revolution involves new tasks, nevw requirements and new contents, .Lical . .,
ailitary wozk aust be conducted through new, suitable nodas of. activity in
order to perform these tasks well, For example, it is necessary clo:ely

the economy,. can-ying out soclialist trn.nafomuon aad socialist construction |
and the.other tasks within the locality; 1% 1s necessary to closely link the.
defasse of th: natien to the economy, ¥e must closely coordinate politiéal-,

defend the fatherland. We must gradually ‘put :each activity involvad ~1n I.ocsl

economy and- the’ deployment of the national defense system; in ter:ms of tboi:

along the seacoast; some are on the islands; some are in the lowlands; soks -
are in the mountainous forests; and sose are in the cities. Some localities
were only recently liberated, some aspects of their situation aze mot yet s
and they have only begun the process of soclalist transformation. In othsr
localitles, the socialist production relations have been established and are
gradually being perfected and local military wark has been put on a regular
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strengthe. Therefore, in local ailitary work, we must know how to creatively
apply the lines and viewpoints of the party on the basis of the specific,
overall conditions of the lorality and know how to take advantage of the
strengths of sach locality aud estadlish specific jois and sultable measures
designed to complete each military task of the locallty, ]

To reflect the viewpoints mentioned above in the period of bullding and
protecting the soclalist fatherland, local Rillitary work must result in
the good perforaance of the fouo\rlng several -Jor tasks;

1. Mairntaining a readiness to ﬁ.ght. in defenae of the locality and the
flth.rundo

This is the sost important task of l.oeal i litury work,

Ever since our people and the peoplee of Laos and Cambodia won total victory
in the resistance against the United States, the imperialists have looked for
every way to sabotage the forces of the revolution at many places and have

" urpently reconsolidated the forces of their allies and lackeys ‘n Slutheast”
Asia while dividing and opposing the forces of the revolution., They are
continuing to use Vietnamese tralitors who fled overseas and sples and

. - reactioraries still within our eountry in a vain attempt to sabotage our -
people’s soclalist comstruction. Therefore, we must attach full importance
-to-the task of maintaining our readiness to fight in defense of thu fatherland.

- "Maintalning the country is a dasic, permanént task of our people. It originates

*.-in the law of our mation which statss that dullding the country aust go

" hand in hand with defending. it and-the law of modern times that soci-ust

N g eonstx-uctton mt go hmd i.n hmd with pmtocting aoeuuu. :

Et.ch locauty a.nd our oratiro country, 1n soucnl. must -untun a couunt
. state of combat readiness in’ peace time while preparing to defeat the enemy
- '1f they unleash & war of aggression againpst our country. We must .coordinate,
;. . in a very efficient and scientific manner, the task. of saintaining combat
__readiness at present.and the task of maintaining combat ‘readiness over the
long range in order to always keep the fatherland for which generstions of
Sopur people’ -oz*od ao hu'd to_build and shed so much blood to defend,

© .1n the 1nlediato futm. we m:t maintain COAbat readiness in ordc: %0 pnvont.
." stop and thuart the schemes and actions of the enemy against the sovereignty
"+ _of the country and the peaceful socialist construction of the peaple and stop
; 'and punish the plots and acts of sabotage of dnmestic counter-revolutionaries
" and decadent elements who cause a lack of political security and social order
" within the locality. At the same timpe, we must make all of the preparations
* necesaary for the people, the armed forces and the various sectoys and levels
within the locality to upidly shift from peace time to war time and be ready
to wage & victoriouas people’s war to defend the fatherland and dafend the
locality if the enemy unleashes a war of aggression agalnst our courntry. The
initistive and effort of every locality in organiving and mobilizing each of
its capabilities iz *he matter of most basic significance in perforaing this
task well and only in this way is it poui'ble to lay & firm foundation and create
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tavarahlie nondutcml for buu‘llnp n.rorm atanding armed ron‘n for !.hn
nountry.

The "hangen In the nituation over the pant seversl years, eapecially in
strategioally tepnrtant arman, show that all tonalitien suat be fuily aware

of the snhamea of Lhe taperialiata ant countsr-revolutionaries againat our
rountry ant the spenifie sanifeatationa of thane shenem in eanh looallity ir
prana Line an wall aa when Yhey unlsash a war af aggzrension agalna our ceuntry,

The nosltinn of eanh lonality within the natinnal Aefense aystes 18 not
the asaa. The Lterraln, pnp.latinn, sconomlc situation, pniltical altuation
arvt mer farth of sanh looality vary, - The altuation along tha border, on tha
Inlanis ant along the Asacoaat 41ffers from “he sltuation deep within the
Ninterland) the a!tuatian in the snuntainoas faresta and rural ovlands 4i7fers
froe the altustion in the eltlen, Rach lncality haa 1ta own mpecific cosbhat
readinann task. Tharefnre, aach locality muatl nave a sultable ormnlzatiorn
3f forcen anst saitadble seanwras for salntaining cosbat readineas.
Tn sveconafully nompleta the task 6f malntalning a readiness to fignt in
. ‘lefenss of Lhe locallty, we muatl perfore many joba: gaining & thovourh -
carisratanding of Lhe revolutionary situatior and task and the alllitary task
nt the antlre country ant ean:, lonality; nailyhtening tne apirit of revolutlonary
2o virlianes of the mray and: paople within tne locality; bullding up the local |
arest’ [nroee; satabliianing the lmtils praition of the paople’s war withia the
loonility) providing regular tralniny for the paople and the arsad forces to
1nsurs tiat tre - lonal armed foroes ars Almyn in a high state of ecodal
L. . resdinese sad,- Logether. with the people’s (ublic seourity force, are ready .
- ‘tn nmash each ant of agxrssalon: and Asbotage by the enemy, Salnialn pouuul
ou.uuy » :l nm-hl orvlu w! t.r.ln th- locsuty and 85 forth,

L n L TVER PR -nnlml Y enditbons and up«hmn tu ne teopla wnd Lhe. 100!1 nmd
rom-- 1s an nunaly tnpml.m. satter.in Malntaining a readiness to defend
Sl U.« looallry anvl “istand’ Lr.e l-unrllul 1o e Iasediate futurs.as wel:l as -.
wover the lonyw ranve, In local aliltary mrk, lsportance suat be attached to
Cedvinr eaet- ol Linen and -sach soldler within the locality, eapecially the :_
" .. varigus generstions of ynu!.hl a clear undarataniing of and the desire to main- ]
“* ctaln and qonatantly develop the valuabls: traditions and experiences our .
: _munn las acrusulsated over. Lhe generations. Meny furss and sessures, luch
-+ aa establlghing Russuss,. sstablishiay assoclalions to research ailitary aclence,
L7 lotsmnising natlional Anlehne physical education 4nd sports wnd so forth, must
217 be esploysd to make the love of allitary affairs, the conaclousnrss of being
the maaters of the acvuntry and the knowledse of defending the fatherland becoms

the feelingn and Htutyle of tho citisen, becose part of the customs n.nd
mmu of wnio!.y.

b:vny louluy auat imou aml pr.-!tt'l. tn datail the plots and acts ot
‘agsression and sabotage of the snemy assinat tha locality in the immediate
future and wnich. forces, ssans and Neasures the enemy alght employ if a war
stould hreak oit. Lo attack the locality, (ocalitias in strateyiocally i{sportant
arsan must know and predict In detail the jlots and acta of aggresalon of
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the enemy agalnat our territory, offahore waters and air apace and which -
» fornes ani tactics *hey aight enploy. looalities in the mountalnous forests
g where arned reactionaries are still (s hiding suet truly conduet mop up
opemtions to thoroughly silainate thes, Loocalitiss deep within the rear ares
s aust know an predict in detall the reaction and eabotage by the overthrown
‘ciasess of exploitrrs, spies, denadent slsments and so forth ln orver to be
"ready W atep amd thwart their anta of anonoale satntaza and their antions to
d\n'um onler w necurt t.y ﬂmln the . louln.y. .
Every locality aus! have a pun for orrAMSInr iin fotcn nnd A oo-bv pun
to protect Lhe lorality under the clrcumatances of pesceful construction aa
well x2 wher the country Buat po into combat and wage a peopie’s war to
prrotect the fatheriand, The plan for the orzanisation of forres and the,
* rosbat aperations ptan to protect the loeality in peaca time must glive full
attantion to shiftizy fros p.lot tins to .wmr un under the conditiona of
& modern ur. .
The local aresd forces, the nucleus in the saaintenance of coabat resdinsss to
. protect the soecallty, muat be airengthens!, must recelve good wilitary and "~
) "muucat trolning and must almyn be in a high state of cosdat readiness.
) {t. 1a neceasary to reasarch Lha sode of cszoat of the looal armed forces = =~
* o umies Lthe eunditiona of & MAr to protect ‘the fatherland. Aa we know, if-:.~v-.
& da; to protect the soclalist {atherland-orcurs, it will da A modern war,
1t will not be almijar 1n cny sy to t'e war of liberation recently waped.
- by our people.- The looal armed forces auat develop In terms of thelr - .-
cambilitiss, strength; and lavel of . oqui paent and veapons. The’ t.nk of
Fipting Lo protect the 1noality 1a = larper and sore cosplex task, Mofoﬂ.
& 'wetl of nex problems, luve arisen -.om-cmtnp the mode of contat opouuom
.7 o pmterl.the locn!uy, problens wnier’ sudt bs urpently reaearened ‘ind -
<t 2 . ywdually. resclved: in omer to: pmnm.ly aset the, requiresents of- tho tnlnlw. _

.

BT ormuluuon Al bul l-lu;. of the s.ronnt looal armed rorcu.. . -, :

Tm -tnmh ws. dhphy In -nnummr our uuumu to ﬂmt m vtctortouly

T Planting to prouct the lonality is not only the strength of our military”

. ' forcea; rather, it sust be the combined etrength of all of ‘the psople within

U % 11 ) louuty. of the ailitary, political, economic and cultural uctors and

' or the local arsed forres, militia, self-defense forces and people's pudlic’’

.seourity forces closely-coordinating with the maln forece units stationed -.
‘within the looality and those that move into the locality whern necessary.
Therefore, withia the local coabat readiness plan, it is necessary to
eatablish close coordination among the uﬂuu forces fur the purmo of
achieving thia coabined strength. .

© The prograa ri:r'balld.ing the battle position of the people's war in the
locality even during psuce time must reflact the cosbined strength of the
losality, It '. necessary to carry out this prosran in a positive and sgredusl
ssnner 1n order .0 meet the .requiresents of protscting the locality in s
modern war, even in a case in which the eneay eaploys veapons of mass surder.
Thia will alsc be a practical contribdution to the effort to estadlish the
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strateglic national defensa and msnonnale dadioyment af tha matlonal dafenase
aysten and a (eaple’s sar Lo protent. tne fatherland. dithln the stratesiocslly
infrtant armas, in conriinmalisrn will, ismedliately renrsanising production and
acosleratiling scanomic.oonstruction, we mat Bulld the aystes nof coatat villa
At placea where thaaa villaren are neadad; prepace roada and the alpnal-
{1alnnn ayntam) prapare loeal rear arase anvl mo forth to support the opou?.lo X
of Lthe arme fopresa nh.n thay are omm in conbat,

“ha 1nltial sxparisnce nf many lmlll%m ram Ahown Lrat in orier to. meat
the requlresant of davalaping this roablned strenstl, the sffort %o develop
the atrongiointa af sach locality within the losal noAdat readineas batlle
fosition wunt he nloaaly linked Lo Lha procass. n! bullrnn’ the A'strict and
“the provineae In avary rassent, ..

e te. the tenulta Al e procenn of tullding tre Alatrich and srovince Ln
accorianns witl, e puldelines set forth by the party, each lncaltity wi,l

acqulre navw and vary larys capatilitien: -at 116 pane Lise, tray soq.lre new
reqr i resenta ant new tanka lr tre maintenance nf lncal ' ocoat readiness, Por|

axasj-le, acconiing Lo the prmject lan for oramnizsliy laie-scale soclalist |
produrtion, Quyah Lun Uistrict wlll have 790 kilometers of roads of sarious

typan; sore Lian 70 machins entarprices aml Mandicrafl lastsllationa capable,

- of repaliriny machinery, producing hullding matariala and processing food .

- producta; sore than ?00 sachines of sartous types, . inclwiing ténctors, t

© busldosern, romblnen and an farth, Tieae new capebilitiea ia tra fors of
mierial ani techaical heass create the comltions for providing She Aistrie

ant provines with swkiitional facilities supporting the saintenrancs of CORbAY

readiness and onabAt operations)  rear service mupmrt facilities, s aetwork

_ of vanlouia:r raatns, .nnn of coams laationn, meAns of cosbat support, ote,

Theas naw cajabilitioa. tnoreass local fiphting strenyth and increass the nt

Lot . ssimen matare of Lha poopln nowar in- the locality. [n:keeping with these
f s -7 hew r.m.sm.m Auynh bani'h -un.-q ‘Jpoattion for protacting the w-.smy
T U Ainelwien & plan for flghting Lha anany st sea and Clopting - -onety ‘formes . lan
froa the aea ant a plan for orimalzing coabal sonea Lo jrolLect ssch ares on

" the aalinlani,.. An & reault. of anordinating the fight apalnat the enemy at .
nea, on 'the shore and on the malnland, Quynh Luu District nas begun to ¢
.4 atponge, mm ly develuped: battle pasition fros which u. can fight very
. effactively: - Donp Hlurg-and Nam. Ninl Mstricta, densely populated lowland -
S letrbetat lonated desp within the hintarland, have bepun to plan the constj
C . T of interconnocimi hattle poaitiona to fight the enesy in sany dlrections
© .- cuordimate the novmnt. of - forcea with the flrm defense of each arva: -

4

. Maintaini e conbut. readiness and figntinyg to protect the locality are

-of all the people, tusnks performsd under the direct lesaderahip of the
party orpanisstion, ‘Therefore, building the combat readineas b-.itl) posif
ia aone of the anjor jobs of the parly aoryanisation, the various aectors:
the local sans organizations. The local stlitary agency serves as the ot
ataff of the party comaltteoc and the local armed forces serve as the nuc
ln the construction of the cosbat readineas battle position, At presenty
dintricts and provinces have lncorporated thelr plans for building the b
[osition for defending the locality within the overall project plan on

1o
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system within the looality, This is a very correct step to take. As a result
of it, sach stage of economio development of the loczlity has gradually led

to new advances in improving tha costat readiness of the locality in order

to accelerate the bullding of dimtricts into military fortresses and provinces -
into stmategic units, thereby firaly protecting the locality.

P construoction coordinated with the constructlion -of the national defensge

2. Utilizing the atrength of =ilitary organization in economic constructlon,
thereby helping to bulld natiomal dot‘mo potential within the locality.

“This 18 & nev and extremely important t.uk of local military work in the
presant stage of the revolutlon,

As mentioned above, our national defense system ic a national defense aysten
of all the paople; its strength is a combined strength resulting fros our
politicsl and spiritual potentials, our economic and scientific-technical
potentials and our military potential. These potentials are created and

* comstantly increased through the results of soclialist transformation ¢~d
nocu.llst zomtrucuon in the locality aa well n thmughout. thy country.

Building our ocononc potcntul for the dofmo of the nation is of particular
importance, UWith regard to our country today, -only by focuaing our energles

" on the task of building an independent and autonomous econoRy which has a. .
modern industrial-agricultuml structure throughout the country and within .
sach locality is it possible to incrsase the national defense pot.o'nml and
ap-.bluty of the entire eountry ard each locality.

local military vork has -the t.uk of lctivoly utnuing the strength of liu.tu-y
" orsanitation in economic construction and in socimlist tramformstion amd _

" socialist construction within the locality. In this sy, economic comstzuction
must .be coordinated with the strengthening of the national defense systex.
Only.in this way-is it posslblo to help to insure that each stage of development

..}, of uconomic consiruction, in-partitcular, ‘and the socialist revolution, in
"7 reeral, within .the locality has the effect of increasing the pational defense

tential within the louuty and 1ncrouing ocur econosic potential thmughout
e country. L

Yo perform this tuk we mf.. in local ailitary work, know how to utilise’
. the role played by the local armed forces. The militia and self-defemse -
* forces must truly be the key, assault forces in productive labor and economic
" constructlon withizm the locality; at the same time, they sust maintain combat’
readiness well, The local troops of the province and district must perform
the task of maintaining coabat readiness and protecting the locality as well
- &8 the task of participsating in productive labor and building the economy.
Many provinces in the North have had tens of thousands of allitismen and
hundreds of village guerrilla.units play the assault role in cospleting
emergency economic tasks of the province and district, In Thanh Kot and Binh
Tri Thien Provinces, the militia forces were organized into regiments and
" divisions to carry out the tasks of completing farmland water conservancy
. systera and constructing dikes to reclaim land froa the sea. As & result,

11
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these tasks were coapleted ahead of schedule and many construction projects
were put into use supporting production earlier than planned. At the saae
time, through the completion of these tasks the organizgtion of the mass
armed forces on the basic level developed. In the centralized industrial
arsas, at worksites and at newly constructed enterprises, the solf-defenss
force grex reginental size in orxder to meet the requirement of playing
the assaul ,Le in increasing the rate of construction, becoming the mas
of science .id technology and strengthening labor discipline while helping
to protect the property of the.state and maintain social order. In provime
fros the North to the South, the local troops of many provinces, together |
with a number of maln force units of the military region and the forces of |
concerned ministries, have undertaken the task of building relatively large
projects and have fulfilled their key, assault rofe well,

To contribute to the reorganization of production, the redistribution of
lador throughout the couaniry, the construction of our country's systes of
large-scale socialist production and the coordination of ecnnor'‘c constru
with the astabllighment of the st.ntwlc deployrent of the national defenu,
system, many localities not only have the task of develuping the local e
but also have the task of sending persons to bulld new economic areas in -
localitieas, Local military work must have the militia and self-defense fon
Play a role in-the performance of this task. In many provinces-and distris
the militia and self-defense forces have been organized into units:as
as regilments to serve as the assault force going to build new eronomic.
: - According to district party committee secretary Vu Thu, Vu Thu Listrict in
... .." Thal Biph Province has been asgsigned rhe task of sending 75,000 pcrsons.a-d
30 percent of the district's ‘population, to build a new economic azea in-
Dac Lac and bulld a new style cooperative in Kiea Glang between now and {%
. The district has established three ailitia Tegiments comsisting of 6, 000
" persons’ who have the task of ‘@oing to théne areas first to prepare the'b
" These militla regiments -are not only the micleus of the labor force goipc-.
to- bulld the-new ‘econonic areas,.but they navé also become the mass armed"

forces, a contingent of. which have been ormiud as the local army in the
_mueeomtd.cmas.‘: . .

."

Thess are the rex factors ia the mvonent to work, pmduce and build tha
) economy o5 tne local level and reflect a new task of local militaxy work i
. - .. the present ‘stage of the revolution.  We must continus to delve deeply’
"7 U ' research and galn experience in leadership, guidance, the organisation- of_
] and the mode of operution in order to contimiously employ the strengths of
- the military organization within the locality in the precess of bullding
local economy and bullding the country. :

3. Bullding the local armed forcos in order to perfora both tasks well, |

To perform the tuk of maintaining coabat. readiness and protoctlng the
and utilize the strength of the military organization in economic construg
within the locality, we must make every effort to strengthen and devalop
local armed. forces to insure that the militia, the self-defense force and.
local army performs both of these tasks well,

12
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On the momentum of devalopment of socialist consiruction and the construction
of the loocal sconomy alony the lines of large-scale socialist oroduction
throurhoutl the country and within each province, sunicipality and aistrict,
we have the bass, the conditions and many new, “ery favorerble capabilities
for increasing the quantity, the quality and the scale of organisation of the
loca! armed forces. The bulldup, strensthening and development of the local
armed forces must be closely linked Lo the process of carrylng out the three
revolutions within the mocialist revolution in the locality, the process of
soclalist transformation and the. process of reorpanizins preduction and
building the local economy In order to utilize the rols played dy the local

arasd forcen and utilize the strengths of each locallty in the task of bulldiag,
and protecting the country,

The militia and self-defenne forces must D¢ Duilt up 8o that they are stable

and strong and sust Le gradually dwexcvod in 2 sanner suited to sach loea.uty
A on & nsuonwlde scale. -

- The militia s tho aass armed force .n the countryside, a force closely linked
to arricultural production. The buildup, strengthening and developaent of

. the militia cannot be separatad from the process of reorpanizing production
withln agriculture, carrying out sozclalist transformatinn in the countryside,,

. reorganizing, production within the acope of the district and the building of.
strons, stable districts that truly become arro-industriul economic unite,
_bocome. the military fortresses of the natlional defanse aystea.

- Facts have shown that «hen the basic unii of agricultural production, the =
cooperative, is reorranized on a. 'larre scale and its lator is redistributed
" along the li-es ot centralization and specializaticn and when the district
- becomes tre base for recrpanizing production and coordimeting agriculture,
" with traustry, the farmer: with the sanual worker-and so .forth, the ailitia and
pusrrilla ormnluuon nunt be strensthened and developed accordingly. This -
is both an objective requirement and a now_ facet of the bulldup of the militia
. - and guerrilla forces nn the basic level. e see this very clearly 1l we
s examine the sltuauon surrounding the reorganisatlorn of productionat - '-° -
: coopouttv.s and ln districts., For example, An Thi District in Hai Hung Provmeo
-y had 153 cooperatives hefore the reorganization of production and 21 -
" cooperatives following it; in the years to come, it might be rossidle to -
; . reorganigze these cooperatives on & liarger scale with more highly developed .
" -7 material-technical bases, especlally with yegard to machinery. To be consistent
" with the new organization of cooperatives, the organization of the militia
has been dased on the organization of the production unite and the militia
. has been orpanized into comjanies and batialions., The manageaent of the
activities of the militia throughout the distriet is another matter that has
been raised in order to utilize the assault role of the ailitia in the Bullding
of the agro-industrial econoay of the distriet, At present, many districts
and provinces in the North and even a number of districts and provinces in the
South have organized militia regiments and even militia divisions to construct
large projects requiring a labor force of tens of thousands of persons, This
reorpanization of the mititia and this increase in the acale of organization
of the militia are both suitable and necessary.

13
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In eonjunciion with remolving the orpanisational problem, we must attach
impnrtance Lo laproving the quality of the allitia {a a manner consistent with
the new developasnt of its arzanization, theresty mesting both the requiresents
of cosbat readinesa and svonoalc construction, #¢ aust ismediately concern
ournelves with teaching each oadre and soldier of the nllitia so that everyone
s & NMeher amreneax of the role and task of the armed forces in the
nonetruction and protastinn of mcciallaa, of the senae of orsanization and
-Hinclpline of & large-soale, nentralised allitary orpanization and -of the
wniforn combal skilla required under the conditlons of mndern wmarfare, -de
sust especially concern oursevies with lwproving the overall qualifications
nf the mliitia oadres and silitis command staffs on the dasle level, on the
Alstrict and provincial levels ar that these cadres and conmand ﬂ.&ff. complete
thelr task of lesadling and commanding the ailitis ir maintaining cosbat
readiness and hillding the nconnay within a larger arsa, with & more centralised
foree ardd by meann of more complex jobde.

Due to the dovnloplcnt o!' Lne pi'ocm of the lndustrializatinr of .he national
mnonomy, many new industrial centers will be forsed and many factories of
various types, many énterprises, workaltea, machine stations and so forth -

" will emerge 1n the diatricts and provinces, consequently, the self-defense
‘foree will constantly develop and the role of this force will becoae increaaingly
important, Attention must be piven to L'a aslf-defense forcea at factories,
entorprisns and worksitss and the self-dsfense Tores of nnlleges, vocatlional -
aluydle setinoln, trams uchooln, agencier and atreets, in the [utur~, once
soclsliint laduotrullut tan han besn rompleted and the lndultrul-tﬂ"cu“-“f‘l
economic structure In our country has been sstablished, the structure’ of-.
the labor foroe .o mociety ‘wlll, of Aourse, underro & fundamental ehlnl.o '
Intumtrial labor will. mt.nu-bcr’ agricultural labor, -The organization of the
 well-untanse fores will be ‘very aucn different than it 1s today. Conssquantly,

the b.oldap sl the sall defonne farce nlau RAnYy new problm lhich locll
~Mllury wo rk -»mt r-m--w <. -

e o ai
. ae”

de muat efficlently ormuo and correctly Gtilise the nlt—dotmo foreu
_within the varlous sectors of "the national economy, the ugencies of the lf-l?-'
and the soclal activity sectors in order to utilise the revolutlonary
_qualities of the working class and the strensths which the enterprises, - °
"worksltes and agencies have in thelr specialized technology, their orcuu.ut.\on
~and discipline and tnetir oxisting material-technical bases to insure that the

aelf-defense forcea can properly carry out both tasks of maintainlny eolhﬂ?-
reAdiness and’ onwim' in producttvc labor.

-,

The realltles ot‘ the iaprovement or the ormlzauon of the nlf-dotonn
force at a number of industrial centers over the past several years show -
that when the sslf-defense force is bullt up and aultably orpanised, tts
4blllty to malntaln combatl readiness is incrivased as is its abllity to protect .
broduction, protect the- factory and worksite and protect the locallity; the -
nucleus, assault vole of the self-defense force in productive labor, in

enterprise managemont and in the effort to atimulate the socialiat labor

movement is strongly developed, Many enterprises have iacreased the size of

tiair self-defonse organisations to regimenta and established battallons in
the naturs of technical branches.
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1t is very spod to Increase the sise of the allitia and seif-deferse
orranisations tt larpge units, such as battalions and regimsents, and coxpetently
use these forces 1n productlon. This, of eourse, $s & new satter; trarefore,
ve Aunt continue to ressarzh 1t., I must he understood that the mllitia and
nelf-dsfense forces are aaas arsed forces that are clossly linked Lo
productior, they are not forces of the loral arsy that have nothirg to

do with produotion. On the other hand, the role playsd by the ajiiitia and
aell-defense forcea in the prenent pariod of the peaceful construetion and
protection of the country as well as in a war o defend the fatherland, if
one orcura, ia not the sase as the role played in the war of liberation,
Therafnre, these forces sust De orpanized in an appropriate sanner in order
to make usn of the capabilities and strenstha of the nilitia and self-defense
forcen, help stimulate production and protect production In pesace time and
snyare In combat operationrs on a sultable scale and under a sultable mode

to frrotect. inotallations, proteni the locallty in & psople’r war to defend
the rnthorlmd.

The bulldup of tre uuu. lﬁd aolr-dahmo frm-ea 1-1 tho newly Liderated
arana of the South must bn carried out in a ;ositive manner and in exact.
accordance with tnhe line of the party in order to help strengthen tha
revolutionary government and carry out soclalist transformation and .
socialist conatruction within the locallity and on the basic level. In the

- i1mmedlate future, the militia and nelf defense forces must be bullt up and

strensthened 80 that they are able to undertake the role of a key force ot

" the local people in sociallet transformation and soclalist const. iction; -

together with the people's public security force, they aust malntain pouuenl
security and soclal order and, together with the local arsy and the -main . :
force units stationed. within the locality, they must mop up remnant -.m )

i 'forrou nnd .upprun acts of und mlsunco by rucuomﬂn. .

The -mua md er-doromt !‘oreoa ln the novly liberated’ u-ou must bo
improved. and gradually increasod in-size-1n a manner connistent with the '
specific situation nf each locnlity. In the bulldup of our armed rorcu.
quality is alvays the factor of utmost importance and the forsmost standard
18 political: qualitiss, “The revolutionary armed forces sust possess class.
awarensss and soclalist awarensss., Through the realities of participating:

_in socialist transformation and coclalist construction within the locality,
wve munt doepen the “loyalty to the party, fillalty to the psople” of the

ailitia and self-defense forces and teach them to clearly distinguish between

. ourselves and our friends and our enemies, thereby insuring that they fulfill

thelr task of protecting the party, protecting the fatherland, protecting
the -oeuun systen and protecting the people,

The mass armed forcis can be developed strongly because they are based on the
strong political forces of the people. Therefore, it 1s netessary to
strensthen and build the mass organizations and develop the militia and
selt-defense forces through the various revolutlonary campaigns, through
sociatist transformatien and socislist construction, through productive labcr

to bulld the oeonon and through the thres revolutions in the varicus
localitiers. .
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The local army 1¢ the nucleus force, the standing combat force protectling

the locallity; nt the same time, i¢{ is an assau't force in production within

the loeality, In the present perlod of peace and in & war to defend the

fatherland, the vequiresents involved in protecting the locality are very

much higher than they once were. The role and capabilitles of the dlstrict,

province and wunicipality in the strategic deployment of the natiomsl

defense systes and a war to defend the fathariand are also much larger. |

Therefore, the local army sust be bullt up and developed in a corresponding |
© sanner to aest the requiresents of the task of maintalning its readineas %o

flght in defense of the localiiy and its tuk of engaging in yzoductivo ‘labor
to build the local economy.

The loca! aray 1s a colponent of tha -odm. regular force standing army,
consequently, it, too, must be suitably modernized and conventlionalized on
the basis of constantly improved political qualities, On the othex hand,
the local army iz also closely linked to the locality in many respects, |
consequently, it aust be built up in a sanner consistent with the cmnctmouu |
and circuastances of the locality in order to meet the specific requiresents
and ecarry out the specific tasks of the locality. The troops of ine lacal
" arw; .n the border ares must be organized, equipped and trained differently
" than the local arny troops in the coastal and island areas; those in lowiamd
areas in whicn there are many rivers and streams must de organiged, squipped
. and trained differently than those in the mountainous forest areas and 8o .
-forth. The local army must be organized on a suitable scale in the district,
. pmvinee and nunlci.pnuty and must 1ucludo the necessary and a.ppropruto ©
. branches, . . |
.At present, a nulbor of places havo otgmizcd local army units wm.ch opocnu.u 4
in economic construction and organised cosbat readiness units., The loeal.
army units speclalising in economic work have displayed the strength of .
sllitary organigation .in the completion of.emergesncy economic tasks of their
localities; The combat readlness units of . the local army, in addition to
'eonpl.ounp thelr primary task, hive also. made every effort to contridbute. to.
the construction of the local economy., As'a result of coordinating the ..
allitary obligation of youtrn ‘with their obligation to work, localities are.
able to incresse the size.of the local srmy units specializing in economic
work to a certain dopree. At the same time, it 1s necessary to continue %o,
. ressarch the matter of organization so that these units can properly support
-the requirements .of maintaining combat roadinm and teu:hing the atratul .
of new socialists, . : L *
b, nus.uung the reserve t‘omes of tho poopl.o 8 army.
The fiphting strongth with which the people’s army defends the fatherland is
sanifestad in the atanding forces and in the reserve forces, As a result,
when strensthenins the people’s army and strengthening the standing forces,

;0 must also do a good Job of recruiting and of duilding powerful reserve
orces,

The realities of the war of resistance agalnst the United States showed that
the fighting strength of the people’s army was dependent, to a very lu-ga de
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upon our adbiilty to orFanize and build reserve foroes during the years nf
peaceful construction that preceded the war in the Nerth and our ability to

mobl lize and supplement these forces in the course of the war. As the percentage
of youths who have fulfilled their military obligation lncreases, this
capabllity increases, As & result, military recrulting in peace time 1a a

Job of strategic lmportance, Today, the military obligatlon must be coordinated
vith the lador obligtion in order to mobilite youths to participate in

protecting and bullding the fatherland and train youths tc be nev socialists
who fight well and produce well, .

. Military recruiting is & persansnt part of local allitary #ork., Die to its
imporiance in the effort to improve our abdlllty to defend the fatherlant and
the construction of the country, we must focus the full asasure of leadersnip
on this work, organize military recruiting in exact accordance with policy
and conduct, 1t in a falr, reasonable manner based on the volunteerisa of all
the people and the laws of the state, 1In peace time, military recruiting

. must be put on a refular basis, must be tishtly organized and must be carried
out under a plan., Tnis 1s not only consistent with the requireasnt of building
a modern, rerular force army, but also consistent with the proceas nf |

" earrylng out economlic conctruction wi* ‘: the locality ir accnr ance with
the plan of the state ani the locality. ‘ .

The reserve forces consist of all soldiers, non-comaissioned officers and
.~ technical personnel trained and forred durins thelr period of military service
. in the standing forces) all officers reassipned to state agencies, enterprises
and worksites; and the speclalized-technical cadres stipulated ia the statutes
onh the organization of reserve forces, -Our reserve forces today mus® consist
of the officers, non-comnisasioned officers, soldiers, cadres and techalecal -
" persoanel needed to meet the requiresent of relnforeing the various branches
and services of the people’s arky. Tho sise and quality of the reserve forces
will constantly increase as a result of iaplementing the systea wheredy all
. sale youths fulfill their military obligation within the standing forces
;¢ and lsplementing’a.nuaber of other systeas designed -to strengthen the national
. -defense aystem, - = - - - e LR PR

!"- . . LI R ¢

" Tightly orsaniting and managing the reserve forces and constantly providing
them with training to-improve their skills are s very important matter in .
.. insuring the combat readiness of the country and each locslity. Ve must
. . &radually ‘introducé regular force procedures .in the aanigement of reserve .
_ -forces, from ‘the regisiration for the reserves and the amsesament of reserve
.. Torces to repular traialng, the establishaent of a plan for mobilizing the
. Teserves when required by the situation and so forth. The manageasnt and
regular treining of reserve forces are designed to meet the requireasnt of
prouptly providing the required nuzber of gqualified troops of the right
tyves to the varlous services and branches of the standing army when necessary.
We all know that as our army becomss sore modern and becomes more of a regular
force army, it will consist of acre and sore branches, services and trades

of a specialized-technical nature involving incrsasingly high qualitative
requiresents. )
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The manapgenent and tralning of reserve forces is a complex military job.
It is related to many of the activities 1n society and productlon.

The project and plan for crzanising, smnaging, tralning and acbilising reserves
are propossd by the mllitary agency to the state agency for ratificatii. and
) implemented by the military agency together with the related sectors. In the
. project and the plan, it ia necessary to establish how the allliona of
reserve soldlere and the hundreds of thousands of non-commisaioned officers,
resorve officera, cadres and technical workers and personnel within the
sectors of the national econoay and the agencies of the state are to de
organized and managed; register all persons who are elirible; and -compile
statistics on, classify and tightly munage the various types of reserves,
the military occupations, the military technical trades and the various .
branches and services. In conjunction with orpanizing the citizen sanagement
systea, 1t is necessary to organize the labor managemesnt system of the
state well in order to keep abtreast of changes in the reserve force. For
example, 1t iy necessary to closely coordinaté the management of 'abo. with
the management of reserve troops, closely coordinate military recruiting with
the recrulting of students and the recruiting of labor and so forth lu order
to accurately determine the number of youths and classif their abilitlies,
health and development for the purposes of allitary recruiting as well as’
_the management of reserve forces, ° = - .

[ o
d

".To build a powerful, complete reserve force and be able to establish inified
. mabagement and closé coordination.in the.management of the reserve forve, we-
. must complete and establiah additional vegulations, syzteas and procedures

: which every citizen and sach organization of the state.understands and cosplies
with fully, . o . :

Our systes of colleges, vocational middle schools, party schools and Youth® -
. Unlon schools willl:be developing more with each passing day. The number of
"t ' ‘college and vocatlonal students will constantly-increase.  These are the.
. * very valuable reserve officers and technical personnel of the aatlonal.
_ defense forces, of th.-standing army. Thersfore, it is necessary to .
.~ ~" rapidly adopt a project plan for the training of rxeserve officers and high

¢ 7 _ . level technlcal personnel.at the various colleges and the various specialized
: ' and professional scheals:- o )

. The. teaching, training and supplementing of the reserve force aust be carried
i out 1n accordance with a unifled, systematic program to inasure that these
. persores uphold- and enhance the fine truditions of our arm; and people and
: - are trained in science and technology as well as allitary art. We must abmays

. strengthen and supplement this knowledge to keep pace with the new developments
. within the militaxy field of our army.

We sust attach full importance to providing all the people with a universal
military education; accelerating and intensifying the study of military affairs
* at schools; and providing incentive for the development of the national defense
physical education and sports movement in order to prepare all of the people
for fulfillling their obligation to protect the fatherland. This will also
effectively prepare and strengthen the reserve furce of the people's army.
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5. Iaplementing the various natjonal defense policies..

During ¢he war, our party and state proaulpgated many policies on building
the arasy and strengthening the national defense systea in orvler tuv mobilize
manpover and materiel for the frontlines, strengthen the army’'s rear ares
and mso forth, These policies played 3 major role in mobillzing all of the
people to wage the war of resistance and defeat the enemy.

In the present stape, we must organizre the full isplementation of the policles
that have been promulgated; in particular, ve sust resolve the remaining
probleas concerning the wounded veterans and war dead policy, the policy
concerning military dependents, war of resistance fanilies and revolutionary
families, the demobilization and reassignment policy, etc. At the same time,

we must research and propose new policies and supplement and revise existing
ones. . )

The foremost requirement of the impléementation of & policy 1s that < e °
policy be implemented correctly, fully and promptly. At present, our
material conditions are s5till lacking and we face many difficulties left bdenind
by the war; moreover, these policies reflect the.concern and sentiments of the
_ party, the state and all of the people toward those persons and families who
"have served the country. Therefore, we must prriigandize and educate the
people so that they have a clear underatanding of policies and we must rely
upon the pesople, upon thelr revolutlonary awareness, their capabilities and
their potentials i. order to overcome. o r difficulties and find.the bes.
possible weasurea for inmplementing policies. Many localities have launched
wovements of all of the people 0 “repay the debt to war dead,” “ralse the
_children of war dead,”™ "care for and help military Jependents,” etc. These
are valuadle experiences, cnes which wa must continue to apply and develop

* " Today we have’ the conditions needed ‘to implement the military draft system
" throughout the country-for youths and coordinate the military obligation
Mith the labor obligation. The number of military personnel returning to
production and work installations from the army will constantly increase.
.-AS an example, let us consider Ha Nam Ninh Province: during the 2 years
1975 and 1976, hundyreds of thousands of military personnel consisting of

soliders, non-commissioned officers and officers returns to production and
' work 1lnstallations,

To these pexrsons, the correct, good implementation of policies is of major
importance in many respects., I. not only helps to improve the quality of the
corps of persons buliding the economy and bullding socialisa, dut also
effectively strengthens the powerful reserve forces of the people's arsy.

It requires close leadership and guidince and a plan for organising implementation
in a positive manner, -

Many provinces, districts, villages, agencies and factories have comprehensively
inpleaented thuse policles by caring for political and spiritual lives,
providing Jobs, resolving the d!fficultles encountersi in everyday life,
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providing complete training, utilizing and employing the strengths of
nilitary personnel in economic construction, the construction of imstallations,
etc. Many localitlies, such as Ha Nam Nlnh Provinca, Hal Hung Province,
Haiphong and sc forth, have adopted project plans for assessing the situation
- and training and utllizing military personnel retuming to ‘nstallations.
As a result, the military persomnel returning to installations in these
localities have not only continued to play a role as good reserve military
personnel, but have also made thelr own positive econtributions in bullding
the econoay, building the local party organization and bullding the local
sovernment. A rather large number of those who have returned have become
local cadres. For exasple, in Vu Ban Distxi.-t, Ha Nam Ninh Province, 8 of
the 22 cooperative heads are demgbilized military personnel; 88 of the 160
party committee members are demobilized ailitary personnel; the majority of

the cadres of the district propaganda and training agency are reassigned
ailitary personmnel, etc.

Correctly and fully implementing the varlous national defensu policies is.
a matter of tremendous significance in unlting military personnel and civillians,
uniting all of the people and enhancing the fine combat traditions of the
nation; it also has an impcrtant impact in building and strengthening the .
national defense system as well as preparing for a people’s war to defend
the fatherland. Through the correct, full implementation of the national .
"defense policies and systems of the party and state, we will show each youth,
- 7, each citizen, each family, each cadre and soldier of the armed fortes their
"'t 7. ‘responsibility and honor, their obligation and rights concerning the task -
", of building and defending the fatherland.” - : R

Local ailitary work, ‘'which is a basic part of the overall work of the party

. and state within the locality and is orranically linked to the other areas -

.- "of .work, must be placed under the centralized, uaified lsadership of the local
", party organtzation. ... . .0 . T T o
The requirement of strengthening the party’s leadership of local military -

- work in the-neéu stage is closely linked to the requirement. of successfully- - -
carrylng out the political line and task and the nilitary line and task set
forth by the 4th Congress of the Party. VWhile focusing their leadership on

" . completing the central tazk of building the economy, many local party .
organizatlo2< have adopted resolutions on intensifying local military work
in the process of accelerating production, reorganizing production and
closely coordinating economic construction with the strengthening of the
national defense system within the locality. The party committee echelons
in aany localitles, from the provinclal to the basic levels, have asslgned .
capable cadres who have a good reputation to the local military agency and
as commanders of the militia and self-defense forces. In their leadership
and guidance of local allitary work, many local party organizations have
attached laportance to planning and have relied upon the overall project plan
of the locality and the local economic construction plan to establish the
Project and plan for military work within the locality in the pressing, .
inmediate tasks as well as in the basic, long-range tasks, As a result, the
Project and plan for local military work have been closely coordinated with
the overall project and plan of the other work sectors within the loeality;
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at the same time, the initiative and creativity of the local military agency
and the local armed forces have been tapped. The mode of leadership and
guidance 1n local military work has been determined by many localities %o be
the followings the party leads; the people display the spirit of ownership;
the povernaent manages and organises implementation; the military agency
serves a&s the command staff and the local allltary force merves as the nucleus;
the various sectors clomely coordinate with one another.

The local militery apencies from the provinclal to0 the villase levels have
been fulfilling their rolo as the command staff better with each passing
day, directly puilding local allitary work, successfully resolving many new
problems that have arisen in the present siape of the revolution, completed
thelr tasks and helped to ancelerate the streangthening of the national
defense system and econom.. construction within the locality.

To fulfill their function and task better, the local military agencles must
always attach importance to fully understanding and applying the ..nes and
tasks of the party concerning soclalist construction and the buildup of the
national defense system t0 the specific circumetances of the locality. The

- local military agency must gradually be strengthened orpanizationallys it

must develop the capabilities of 1ts staff, political and rear service cosponents
ir. researching and proposing projects and plans concerning local military work
t0 the party committee echelon; it must guide and command the local arsed -
forces in succeasfully carrying out thelr two tasks of salntaining combat

. readiness.and particlpating in productive lLador; it must guide the- anlmnution

of the systemn and rouchs eonceminr the uuury cbligation and the -
building of tho aray's rur area.

The orsanigation and management of society and the political, econoamic,
milltary, cultural and social activitles of our country are becoming l.creasingly
improved and put under laws .and. reFulations, . We must continuve 4o research

". 8nd establish laws, resulations and regular force procedures governing the

fuldan:s, eoua.ndiag. organization and management of local ailitavy voz‘k.

Our pooplo and our armed forces possoss ardent patriotisa and are vory ‘sarnest
about the independence and freedom of the socialist fatherland. During the:
years of the tong and difficult war of resistance to liderate the mation,

all of our people and our entire army in the South as well as the North, in
the mountains an well as the lowlands, in the countryside as well as the

cities, unafraid of sacrifices and hardships, !ought under the leadership of
the party until total viectory was won.

As e enter the new stage of the revolution, all of our people and our sntire
army, firaly confident in the brilliant future of ths Vietsanese fatnherland,

are working without regard for themselves and displaying a high level of
rovolutlonary heroisa in the construction and defense of the country.

In this new stage, local allitary work will surely sake a worthy cortribdution
and fulfill the task and function of work of strategic importance ir protecting
the fatherland and protecting socialisa in every situation.
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The shelling was reportedly committed by the Khmer
Rouge to create a certain situation as the elections
approach.

Troops Ready To Retaliate in Future

BK0205051293 Bangkok THE NATION in English
2May 93 p A2

[Text] Thai troops are ready to strike back if further
spillovers from the fighting between Cambodian warring
factions affect Thai villagers, a senior army officer said
yesterday.

That soldiers are on alert and confident in their ability to
counter any activities that would inflict property losses
or casualties on residents in border villages, said the
commander of the task force for development of border
areas, Col Itsara Watcharaprathip.

The officer’s statement came one day after 12 stray
rockets from Cambodia landed near two Thai border
villages in Prachin Buri’s Aranyaprathet district as a
result of a battle between Phnom Penh troops and the
Khmer Rouge.

Thai soldiers and United Nations peacekeepers in Cam-
bodia concluded after inspecting the border areas yes-
terday that the rockets that fell on the Thai side were the
Chinese-made 75-mm type.

The inspectors confirmed that the rockets were fired by
the Khmer Rouge from its base in Poipet against about
50 Phnom Penh troops who were approaching them with
two 120-mm artillery pleces.

Prime Minister Chuan Likphai yesterday said he had
received a report on the incident and local officials were
looking into it.

Shelling Intended To Disrupt Cambedian Polls

BK0205155693 Bangkok Army Television Channel 5 in
Thai 1200 GMT 2 May 93

[Text] Recent shellings in the direction of Poipet market
in Banteay Meanchey by the Khmer Rouge forces have
caused confusion among the Cambodian and Thai
border people. The Burapha Task Force has been map-
ping out security measures to maintain law and order,
and one of these measures could be the temporary
closing of the border.

In coordination with the UN forces in Cambodia, the
unit interviewed an arrested Khmer Rouge soldier, (Mi
Thi), attached to the 7th Division with its stronghold in
(Ban Khia Nguap), opposite Tambon Khlong Nam Sai,
in Prachin Buri Province of Thailand. The soldier
admitted that Poipet was the target of the recent mortar
.. shelling, but it was saved because of miscalculations by
" soldiers. He said the Khmer Rouge aimed at Poipet
because they wanted to destroy the economy and sabo-
tage the election in Cambodia scheduled late this month.
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Officers Comment on Border Situation

BK0305095393 Bangkok Radio Thailand Network in
Thai 1200 GMT 2 May 93

[Text] Defense Minister General Wichit Sukmak talked
to newsmen today about the situation in Cambodia,
which could affect Thai Army engineers repairing high-
ways in that country. He said the Defense Ministry, the
Foreign Ministry, and the National Security Council will
evaluate the seriousness of the situation in Cambodia
and whether the army engineers should continue with
their operations. The highway repair mission has been
completed. The defense minister said he has not received
a report regarding the impact of the fighting in Cam-
bodia on Thai army engineers, but noted that the engi-
neers have effectively carried out their assigned mission.

The defense minister said Thai Army engineers are
capable of protecting themselves as necessary, but they
do not want to have to fight. Their main mission, as
assigned by the Thai Government, is to assist the United
Nations to repair highways in Cambodia. In any event, if
the situation puts them in danger they are capable of
defending themselves.

Talking about the effect on Thailand of the fighting in
Cambodia, such as mortar shelling, the defense minister
said soldiers along the border already have measures to
handle such a situation. Any foreign soldiers intruding
into Thailand will be pushed back.

Meanwhile, Army Commander General Wimon Wong-
wanit said local Thai soldiers have been given instruc-
tions about the fighting in Poipet. They are to comply
with UN operational regulations, particularly in the
suppression of UN-designated contraband. Regarding
fighting in Cambodia which affects Thailand, soldiers
will take action only when the situation is serious and
affects border security. The Army commander said there
are limits concerning what soldiers can do.

Vietham

Tran Van Quang on Tet Offensive in Tri
Thien-Hue

932E00574 Hanoi TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN
in Vietnamese Jan 88 pp 27-32, 63

[Article by Senior Lieutenant General Tran Van Quang, ‘

former secretary of the party committee and commander of
the Tri-Thien Military Region: “On the Direction of the
1968 Spring Offensive and Uprising in Tri Thien-Hue”]

[Text] Exactly 20 years ago (January 1968), the Army
and people of South Vietnam, under the leadershlp of
the party Central Committee, launched *
offensives and uprisings” against nearly all U.S.-puppet
cities, towns, military bases, and administration agencies
throughout South Vietnam. It was a major event, 2
turning point in the anti-U.S. war of resistance for
rational salvation.
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¢ Tri Thien-Hue Theater (including the Route 9 Front
er the charge of main-force troops and the Tn
ien-Hue Front of the local people’s war) was one of
the two principal theaters of operations of these general
ensives and uprisings (the Eastern Nam Bo Theater,
including Saigon, was the first principal theater); Hue
ity was one of the three main targets of the general
offensives and uprisings (Saigon-Hue-Danang).

The tasks of the Tri Thien-Hue Army and people were to
mount concerted offensives and uprisings; to attack and
seize Hue City, various towns and townships...; 10 set up
revolutionary administrations; and to stand ready to
strike at counterattacking enemy forces..., thereby cre-
ating proper conditions for us to advance toward
achieving decisive victory. The tasks of the Route 9
Front were 1o atiract and annihilate enemy forces to
 enable the entire South Vietnam to launch a general
offcnswc and upnsmg, and, when conditions permitted,
Eto breach a section of the enemy defense line, thus
- paving the way for us to advance to the South.

In 25 days and nights (from the night of 31 January to 25
February 1968), and if the phase of diversionary combat
activities and 1isolating enemy forces was also included,
then in nearly two months (from 7 January to 25
February), the Army and people of Tri Thien-Hue
(excluding the Route 9 Front), with a smaller force than
the enemy’s, had fought courageously and fiercely, win-
ping great victones:

—They annihilated an important component of the
enemy’s vital strength and war means (the number of
enemies killed, captured, or giving themselves up
totalled around 25,000 including nearly 8,000 Ameri-
cans); shot down or destroyed more than 200 aircraft
of vanous kinds; and set ablaze or wrecked almost 500
military vehicles, more than 40 ships and motorboats,
40 arillery guns.... They attacked nearly all military
organs, positions, posts, and logistic bases of the
enemy, severed communications, occupied most of
Hue, and fought in the city for a long period of time
(25 days and nights).

—They annihilated and disintegrated most of the puppet
administration and its coercive forces (including the
province chief’s office and the representation of the
central puppet administration); more than 40 provin-
cial services and offices, civil guard and popular force
groups, and public security and police units. They
seized two prisons and set free more than 1,000
revolutionary cadres and combatants detained by the
enemy. During the same period, the people of Hue, the
puppet administration’s second most important urban
center, seized control of almost all the city. The
liberated rural areas were expanded to include four-
fifths of the hamlets and three-fourths of the popula-
tion. Of the total 800,000 local people, 530,000 rose
up to participate in the resistance in many forms such
as giving support to soldiers, attacking the enemy and
breaking up his coercive control, building the admin-
istration....
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—They fought while mobilizing the masses and building
up forces. Tens of thousands of youths joined the
revolutionary Armed Forces; district local forces and
village, hamlet, and city block guerrilia forces rapidly
increased. Administrations were set up in nearly all
liberated villages and hamlets, as were district and
provincial people’s committees. A number of progres-
sive personages in the Hue City left for the resistance
base area to found the Alliance of National Dcmo-
cratic and Peace Forces.

The enemy himself had to admit: “The assault on Hue
was regarded as one of the heaviest attacks that were
beyond imagination. For this reason, it caused a tremen-
dous shock to the local administrations at all levels,
which were strongly shaken up when they saw that the
majority of the top leaders of the puppet administration
had been killed.” [Footnote 1] [Quotation from the book
entitled: “The 1968 Year of The Monkey General Offen-
sive and General Insurrection of the Vietnamese Com-
munists” by several Saigon puppet Army generals.]

This victory made an important contribution to the 1968
Spring General Offensive and Uprising of all South
Vietnam and of the entire country, dealing a decisive
blow that bankrupted the U.S. imperialists’ “local war™
strategy, shook their will for aggression, and forced them
to deescalate the war, to halt the bombing of North
Vietnam, to begin the process of withdrawing their
troops from South Vietnam, and to agree to hold talks
with us in Paris. It constituted a historic milestone in the
anti—U.S. war of resistance for national salvation of our
Army and people in both the North and the South.

The glorious victories of all South Vietnam as well as of
Tri Thien-Hue in the Spring of 1968 were attributable
first of all to the correct and creative policy of the central
echelon, which knew how to highly develop the offensive
spirit, to discern the enemy's weaknesses in both the
military and political domains, on the battlefield as well
as in the United States, to choose the right direction for
attacks on enemy-held cities and bases, and to work out
a unified plan for simultaneous offensives and uprisings
in all South Vietnam.

In the Tri Thien-Hue Front in particular, the party
committee and command of the Tri-Thien Military
Region displayed good points in leadership, guidance, and
command. They had intended and prepared to attack Hue
City and enemy logistic bases for a long time (since
around the end of 1966). While stepping up fighting, they
had actively prepared the battlefield, created an advanta-
geous disposition, and readied on-the-spot armed and
political forces in a relatively thorough fashion before
embarking on the offensive. From the party committee
and command of the Tri-Thien Military Region on down
to the contingent of military, political, and commanding
cadres and party committee echelons, all showed high
resolve, a strict sense of discipline, and a sense of exe-
cuting orders resolutely and thoroughly. They formulated
plans to prepare the battlefields meticulously; chose
rational combat tactics in the initial phase; skillfully
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carried out political mobilization; and satisfactorily main-
tained secrecy. All the cadres and combatants of the
Armed Forces and political forces, revolutionary bases,
and large sections of the masses heartily responded to the
appeal of the party and the National Liberation Front by
braving hardships and sacrifices and courageously and
intelligently fulfilling all tasks. Coordination with the
Route 9 Front and the theaters in friendly countries, the
assistance given by Group 559, and the guidance provided
by upper-level organs (the General Staff, the General
Political Department...) were also of decisive significance
to the victories of the 1968 Spring offensive and uprising
in Tri Thien-Hue.

Marked by our seizing and holding Hue City for 25 days
and nights, the victory of the offensive and uprising in
Hue in early 1968 was a great inspiration to our Army and
people in all theaters of operations. It contributed to
strongly shaking up the U.S.-puppet ringleaders and fur-
ther enhanced the fine tradition of “Gallantry, Staunch-
ness, Offensive, and Uprising™ of Tri Thien-Hue.

However, despite these very great successes, in Tri
Thien-Hue as well as in all South Vietnam, the offensives
and uprisings failed to meet the requirement of “wrest-
ing back all power and putting it in the hands of the
people.” During, and especially after the Tet of the Year
of the Monkey offensive and uprising in Tri Thien-Hue,
the enemy counterattacked very fiercely, seriously
depleting our political and Armed Forces at the grass-
roots level. Not only did the enemy retake the Hue but
also occupy the countryside and fringe areas and attack
the mountain region. Qur people’s war disposition in Tri
Thien was temporarily lost, causing us great difficulties
throughout the two-year period from mid-1968 to mid-
1970. Coupled with the temporary difficult situation
facing us in the entire theater of South Vietnam at the
time, that consequence in Tri Thien somewhat prompted
the enemy to prolong the Paris talks in the hope of
regaining the initiative, to attack Cambodia, and then to
launch an offensive on Route 9 and in Southern Laos.

Of course, although the battlefield difficulties we
encountered after the Spring of 1968 were great, they
could in no way eclipse the glorious victories of the Tet
of the Year of the Monkey offensives and uprisings
throughout South Vietnam as well as in Tri Thien-Hue.
But, as the Resolution of the 21st Plenum of the Party
Central Committee (held in October 1973), the scientific
conference held by the Ministry of National Defense (in
March 1986) to review various campaigns, and many
other documents and conferences have clearly pointed
out, these difficulties and losses could have been avoided
or limited if we had set appropriate requirements or
promptly changed our operational formulas to make
them more flexible and suitable to the situation at the
time.

In this article, I would like to present some of my
reflections on the guidance given by the party committee
and command of the Tri Thien-Hue Military Region
during the offensive and uprising in Tri Thien-Hue in
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the hope of contributing some experience to the general
review of the Tri Thien-Hue Campaign.

1. The policy of carrying the war to the cities, towns, and
townships and selecting Hue City as the main target of the
offensive was correct; but the requirement of wresting
back all power and putting it in the people’s hands was not
in accord with the balance of forces between the enemy
and us on the battlefield at the time.

We all know that, following the debacle of his two

strategic counteroffensives (in the 1965-1966 and 1966~
1967 dry seasons), the enemy had showed many weak-
nesses, his forces were scattered, his ‘‘search-
and-destroy™ and “*pacification” strategies were fruitless,
and his cities and rear bases were all exposed. On our
side, both our forces and disposition had developed, and
the masses felt hatred for the enemy while showing
confidence in our capability to defeat him. In Tri Thien-
Hue in particular, in the wake of our successive victories
in 1967, we were in a very advantageous position to
attack the enemy in the Hue City and in his rear bases.
However, the choice of Hue as the main target of attack
and our capability to directly strike at the enemy’s nerve
center did not mean that conditions were already ripe for
us to mount a general offensive and a general insurrec-
tion to liberate Hue and wrest back all power and put it
in the hands of the people. Morale and surprise were
extremely important factors. But destruction of the
enemy'’s vital strength, especially his military forces and
main-force blocks, was still the most decisive factor. It
was necessary to crush not only the enemy’s will for
aggression but also his capability to resist. Only by
annihilating and disintegrating the bulk of the enemy’s
vital strength would we be able to ensure the total
liberation of Tri Thien-Hue and to wrest back all power
and put it in the hands of the people. That was what the
resolution of the 2ist plenum of the party Central
Committee had clearly pointed out: “... We had been
subjective in assessing the situation... and we had set
requirements that were not really consistent with the
actual situation at that juncture.”

So, what should our requirements have been at the time?
In the Tri Thien-Hue Theater, on the basis of the general
situation and specific situation then, we should have
advocated continually attacking the enemy both militarily
and politically, strongly striking at his rear, his bases, and
his communications routes, and selecting the cities and
the enemy’s rear area as the targets of attack in order to
destroy his vital strength, including his high-level vital
strength (such as enemy command posts and military and
political officers) and war means. We should have upset
the enemy’s force deployment; turned his rear into a
battlefield; liberated district capitals and townships;
established a position from which to exert control at
different levels in a2 number of areas in the cities, thus
providing a basis for expanding and consolidating the
liberated zone—including the countryside and fringe
areas—developing our military and political forces, and
establishing a position from which to annihilate even
more enemy forces, to defeat their two-pronged strategy,
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to continue tipping the balance of forces in our favor, and
to create conditions for launching a general offensive or
mounting a general assault and a general insurrection
when conditions were ripe.

The principle of offensive called for continual, wide-
spread, active, and flexible operations, with destruction
of the enemy being considered as the main task, and for
fighting while building, for attacking the enemy while
consolidating our commanding position, and for striking
at the enemy in the cities while battling enemy counter-
antacks outside them. That was the spinit of the Apnl
1967 Resolution of the Political Bureau and also the
position of the Tri Thien Military Region’s party com-
maittee at the October 1967 conference. If Tri Thien had
implemented that policy, our victories could have been
greater and our losses and difficulties could have been
limited. I think that other theaters also faced the same
problem.

2. The battlefields were carefully prepared in terms of both
disposition and on-the-spot forces, the tactics applied at
the beginning were appropriate, and there was satisfactory
coordination berween artack and insurrection; but prepa-
rations were made according to a final plan, and the
direction of struggle was not timely shifted when the
situation had changed.

Owing to our plan to carry the war 10 the cities at an eariy
date and our infention to prepare and train for an attack
on the cities. which coincided with the central echelon’s
strategic policy..., battlefield preparations were made
urgently and carefully in all respects. including both
battle disposition and on-the-spot forces, both military
and political forces, especially elite troop units. The
combat tactics applied at the beginning and in the early
days were appropnate as thc‘y were secret, unexpected,
and simultaneous, permittipg .coordination between
fighting in and outside the cities, between attacks and
insurrection in both the cities and the countryside...,
thereby creating a very great force for us to attack the
enemy.

However, because of our subjective and mechanical

attitude in. studying the requirements of the general .

offensive and general insurrection, we made prepara-
tions according to a single plan based on the assumption
that the offensive would be successful and decisive and
power would be completely wrested back; thus, no
backup plans were adopted to deal with different situa-
tions according to the three possibilities as instructed by
the Ministry of National Defense. Our requirements
were high and our pian was ambitious, but we had
neither on-the-spot reserves nor sufficient conditions for
using the main-force troops sent in by the Ministry of
National Defense. In reality, our attack plan as well as
our combat formation was only fit for a raid on the cities;
there ‘was no plan for a large-scale offensive campaign
matching our strategic requirements and the enemy

forces present in the local theater 4nid those moving in~

from other theaters. It is precisely because of this that,
after four to five days of successful attacks, we had to
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cope with the enemy in a passive manner when he
counterattacked. Not only did we fail to wipe out coun-
terattacking enemy units one by one but our forces were
also worn out; not only were we unable to develop our
initial successes but we aiso faced difficulties and suf-
fered losses as time went by. In the process of directing
combat activities, we failed to firrnly control our troops
as we did at the beginning, and to timely alter our tactics
to suit them to the changing situation. Especially, after
one week of fighting, when we realized that we could not
seize all Hue City and when a general offensive and a

‘general insurrection were no longer possible, we should

have, on the one hand, cxecuted the Ministry of National
Defense order 10 continue fighting in order to coordinate
with other theaters, and should have, on the other hand,
promptly changed our combat formulas and tactics.
Instead, we failed to adopt new, appropriate decisions,
positio.is. and measures. At the time. the most rational
thing for us to do should have been reorganizing our
forces. leaving just a component to persistently fight the
enemy in 1he city, and using the bulk of our forces to
continue broadening our position in the countryside, to
seize enemy posts and district capitals, to battle counter-
attacking enemy forces on the city's perimeter, to shift
the masses' struggle 10 a different position under appro-
priate forms, to protect revolutionary bases, and to
prepare 10 cope with enemy mopping-up and land-
grabbing operations in the countryside.

It is also necessary 10 deal with the question of whether
it was right or wrong to have prolonged the fight in Hue
City for 25 days and nights. If we took into consideration
the requirements of the Tri Thien-Hue Theater alone,
then it was unnecessary and even wrong to have pro-
longed the fight in the city. But, at that juncture, Tri
Thien-Hue had two tasks, namely, to fight the enemy
while attracting enemy forces so that we couid continue
attacking in other theaters; for this reason, prolonging
the fight in Hue City for 25 days and nights was the right,
necessary thing to do, because it met the general require-
ments and showed our sense of organization, discipline,
order execution, and battlefield coordination.

3. We attached special importance to developing the

- people’s war in localities, but failed to folly understand the

role of main-force troops in coordinating with the local
people’s war to fulfill the strategically significant tasks of
the campaign.

In theory as well as in strategy, no one in the party
committee and command of the Tri-Thien Military
Region had ever belittled the role of main-force corps in
the offensive. But, in reality and"in Tri Thien-Hue, we
had concentrated the bulk- of our strength on building
and developing the combat disposition and forces of the
people’s war in our localities. But we had failed to fully
realize the significance—and had even made light—of
the all-around preparations necessary for closely com-
bining the people’s war in localities with the combat
operations of main-force corps to fulfill our tasks in a
strategically significant direction of attack. The truth is
that there were two forces in the Tra Thien-Hue Theater:
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the main-force block directly subordinate to the Ministry
of National Defense on Route 9 (the B5 Front) and the
local forces in the area between Southern Quang Tri and
Northern Hai Van (the B4 Front). Both forces were
directly subordinate to the high command and had the
tasks of destroying the enemy, developing the people’s
war, liberating Tri Thien-Hue, and preventing the enemy
from launching an attack on the area north of the
provisional line of demarcation. However, the two forces
were stationed in two different directions and had their
own separate commands. For this reason, we had made
light of the need to study and propose a most suitable use
of main-force troops to maximize their effectiveness,
and to prepare the battlefields to create proper condi-
tions for main-force troops to conduct large-scale joint
combat operations. Although the Tri Thien-Hue Mili-
tary Region had earlier raised the question of studying
and resolving this issue, it failed to work actively and
systematically when bringing it up with the upper eche-
lons. The chief cause of this was the lack of a strong sense
of combining local forces with the main forces; and there
was also the tendency to depend on friendly units and
the upper echelons. This error in perception and
thinking had affzcted batdefield preparations in the
mountain region of Tn1 Thien, which resulted in a lack of
roads for motor vehicles, a lack of jumping-off positions
for large-scale combined forces, a lack of material and
technical reserves.... Therefore, in the final days of the
Tet of the Year of the Monkey offensive and uprising in
Tn Thien-Hue, when the Mintistry of National Defense
intended to send main-force reinforcements to Southern
Quang Tri, the Tri-Thien Military Region was unabie to
receive them. By 1972, this shortcoming had been over-
come, and the theater was satisfactorily organized and
the main forces and local forces were placed under
unified command. This was one of the favorable condi-
tions enabling us to win great victories in the Spring of
1975, to liberate Tri Thien-Hue, and to proceed trium-
phantly toward Danang.

The reflections on the 1968 spring general offensive and
concerted uprisings, the problems concerning them, and
the experience denived from them... such as the appraisal
of enemy forces and ours, the application of the law of
war and insurrection, the formulation of strategic plans
and provision of strategic guidance commensurate with
requirements, the execution of orders in each theater, the
provision of campaign and tactical guidance... must
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continue to be studied. These issues have been initially
and partially clarified in various documents of the party
and of the scientific conference held by the Ministry of
National Defense to review the various campaigns. This
article deals with only 2 limited number of principal
issues concerning the Tri Thien-Hue Theater within the
confines of the people’s war in localities.

Concerning Tri Thien in particular and all the theater as
a whole at that juncture, there was another important
1ssue, namely, the leadership and command style. Broad
vision and early detection of the new factors favorable to
us are an extremely important requirement, but being on
the alert to clearly see our weaknesses and to correctly
and comprehensively assess the balance of forces of both
sides on the batilefield in order 10 determine appropriate
formulas, measures, and requirements is also very
important. Thoroughly understanding the requirements
of one’s tasks and resolutely executing the orders of the
upper echelons are a quality and virtue of an executor,
but faithfully and persistently reporting the actual situ-
ation on the battlefield, proposing optimal plans. lis-
tening to the opinions of the lower echelons even though
these opinions do not accord with one’s initial views,
*“decanting troubled water and filtering fresh- water,” and
courageously assuming the responsibility to put forward
welil-founded resolutions are also a qualitative and eth-
ical requirement of 3 commander.

In the 1968 spring general offensive and uprising and in
a number of other cases, we, the Tri Thien Military
Region Command. fziled to harmoniously combine
courage, the will for offensive, and the sense of thorough-
going service with the responsibility to faithfully report
objective realities when the situation changes. A concrete
example is, toward the end of the offensive and uprising,
many lower-level cadres had reported the difficult actual
situation and proposed different solutions, but we, the
Military Region Command, failed to really listen to these
opinions and thoroughly study them. At the same time,
we did not dare 1o report to the upper echelons those
suggestions that were practical. That shortcoming had
also contributed to the policy of continuing to launch
one wave of general attacks and general insurrections
after another without “making a timely reassessment of
Ahe situation and without adopting a policy aimed at
changing the direction™ of operatioas, as the resolution
of the 2l1st plenum of the party Central Committee
remarked.




ben Morris

before my release of the secret Rus-
gment on American prisoners of war
in Vietnam, past and present mem-
the Defense Intelligence Agency’s
i division” have attempted to debunk
jament by chailenging its “accuracy.”
s release, political activists identified
cause of accelerated normalization
i have joined them. Even Sen. John
who prefers to draw the distinction
the document’'s authenticity and its
y, has given some credence to the DIA
ists’ arguments that some of the
gt's content is inaccurate.
uthenticity is connected with accu-
p this instance. Consider the cor-
ting evidence. The former head of
| military intelligence, Pyotr Ivashu-
med an “Executive Summary” of the
ent for the Soviet Communist Party's
jal Committee in November 1972. A
i report for the Soviet Politburo,
j on this document, was also ordered
then head of the relevant Central
ittee department, Konstantin Katush-

hese prominent Soviet officials were -

g their careers on the line in authenti-

the content of such a document. And
knew more about the Vietnamese au-
and his claims than anybody in the
today. This is background for evaluat-
he document’s accuracy.

first issue cited by skeptics is the
of correlation between the names of
poers cited in the documents and names
he Pentagon's list of MIAs. This is
ant, . because sometimes American
ers gave false names. More often
gh, the Vietnamese had enormous diffi-
 pronouncing and transcribing the real
s of Americans accurately. One of the
¢s in the document—Jim Intisht
ht—is so obviously garbled as to make
general point clear.
he second alleged factual inaccuracy is
hek of correlation between the number
ulonels listed by the North Vietnamese
the number of this rank believed to
been missing. This too is irrelevant,
some American prisoners were actually
moted while in the camp, while others
berately inflated their rank in response
eir interrogators in the hope that they
jt obtain better treatment. These same
s may explain Lt. Gen. Tran Van
g's questionable assertion that three
wers had already passed the basic
g to become cosmonauts.
his document would not be the first time
the Vietnamese communists had prob-
dentifying the name and official rank of
X prisoners of war. One of Hanoi's most
mgushed former POWs, Sen. John

(R-Ariz.), has 2 monument erected to
Gpture in the middle of Hanoi. It stands
9, complete with the inaccurate descrip-
of him as Air Force Major (he was, of
¢, 2 Navy lieutenant commander) with

e Vietnamese Know How to Count

enges to the accuracy of the Russian document don’t hold water.

noi’s inability to accurately describe one of its
most famous prisoners—McCain's father
was then commander of the Pacific fleet—
mean that stich a person did not exist?

The next chalienge has been to ask how
there could have been hundreds of Ameri-
cans left behind when none of the prisoners
who returned knew about them. Yet the
answer is clearly provided in the document
itself. Some prisoners were completely seg-
regated from the others. How could re-
turnees have known about non-returnees if
the latter were completely segregated?

Quang's assertion that there were 11
prisons with approximately 100 prisoners in
each has been challenged with the claim
that one prison, Hoa Lo, had 250 inmates.
But this fact is not decisive. Note that
Quang is speaking only of approximations.
After all, if each prison had exactly 100
prisoners, then on the basis of the docu-
ment's figure of 1,205, Hanoi would have

had no prison for 105 people. But Quang
himself in his details suggests the looseness

T emmmacdematian Ta dismnecing a laros

group of separated se-
nior officers, he speaks
of one prison set aside
for only 16 colonels. His
statement about overall
numbers is not discred-
ited by showing that one
prison held 250 inmates.

But the most basic ar-
gument presented
against the “accuracy ”
of the document is the
claim that the author is
referring to both Ameri--
can and allied prisoners
when it speaks only of
“American prisoners of
war.” This assertion is
utterly unfounded.

Serious scholars and
professional analysts of
Vietnamese communist
documents from the
Vietnam War would
know that in both pub-
lished literature and se-
cret official documents,
South Vietnamese and
other allied troops were
always distinguished
from American troops.
The South Vietnamese
were most commonly re-
ferred to by the adjec-
tive “puppet.” Who bet-
ter to confirm this fact
than Quang himself? |
have in my possession
extensive notes taken
from another document
authored by the same
Quang. In an earlier re-
port to the Hanoi Polit-
buro, presented on June 26, 1972, Quang
spoke frequently of “amertkantsi i ik man-
onetki” (Americans and their puppets) and
‘gruppirovks amerikanskikh 1 marioneto-
chnikh voisk” (groups of American and pup-
pet forces). The notion that Quang, in
discussing Hanoi’s prisoners of war less
than three months later, would have aban-
doned the analytical and linguistic habits of
a lifetime, is a hypothesis based on no
evidence and devoid of any logic.

Many of the criticisms of the document are
irrelevant. For while the Vietnamese might
make mistakes in their information when that
information—such as name, rank and training—
emanated from the results of an interrogation,
the question of numbers is of a completely
different order. For the figure of 1,205 could
quite literally be derived from counting heads.
Ard it is that head count, and that head count
alone, that is the issue at stake in reiations
between the United States and Vietnam.

The writer, an Australian, is a visiting *

scholar at the Center for International
Affairs at Harvard University.
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A RECORD OF THE MEETING
with the Deputy Minister of Foreign Relations of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam
Khoang Van Tien

17 Jan 73
I was invited to an informational meeting at the
government’'s Reception House by Khoang Van Tien.

Having made reference to his mission, the Deputy Minister
reported the following:

After having suffered heavy losses in their extremely
barbarous operations to escalate the war, and having undergone
severe censure from the world community, and also because of the
serious attitude and the good will displayed by the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, the United States was compelled to cease
bombing the Democratic Republic of Vietnam north of the 20th
parallel and to resume the Le Duc¢ Tho-Kissinger meetings on 8 Jan
73. All the same, the American side toock an obstinate position
at the start of the negotiations. While discussing the remaining
points of the accord and its protocols, the American side, using
its favorite tactics, tried to deviate from recognizing that, in
reality, two administrations, two armies and two zones of control
exigt in South Vietnam. During the discussion of the protocols,
the Americans tried to introduce corrections to the articles of
accord which had been already agreed upon.

The Americans and their puppets have concurrently
intensified military operatioms in South Vietnam to seize
liberated territory. Imn turn, the puppets in Saigon have
advanced the demand that South Vietnam be recognized as a
separate state, and that the puppet administration is the only
goveroment in South Vietnam. The Saigon administration has also
advanced the demand that the so-called "North Vietnamese forces"
be withdrawn from South Vietnam.

From their side, our Vietnamese comrades, using their
success in repulsing American aviation’s strategic strikes and
the favorable conditions

[stamp - illeg. except date
22 Dec 73]

[i1leg. sigmature]
[handwritten "915 op 66 4 783 1 25-32"]
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in the international arena, have exposed the United States’
treachery and its actions to escalate the war to severe
criticism. They have demanded from the United States a serious
attitude in the negotiations, a renunciation of their absurd
demands, a solution of the remaining issues and an agreement on
the protocols with the aim of signing an accord.

The Le Duc Tho-Kissinger talks which took place 8 to 13 Jan
73 yielded the following results:

Relative to the remainipg unsolved issyes. In the
begznnlng, the United States demanded a repeat discussion of the
articles in which it is stated that °"the United States and cother
countries respect the independence, sovereignty, unity and
territorial integrity of South Vietnam." The United States
demanded the exclusion from the text of the article of the word
"United States® so that the article would read "countries respect
the independence, sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of
South Vietnam.® AaAfter fimm protest from the Vietnamese side, the
United States agreed to maintain the previous wording, Khoang
Van Tien explained that the United States protested against the
wordlng "the United States respects the independence...," stating
that in such a form, the article could lead to censure of the
United States. For this reascn they refused the wording "the
United States and other countries respect the 1ndependence...
However, in the end our Vietnamese comrades succeeded in pressing

for this very wording.
f i he rd. Originally, the United

States insisted that the text of the accord make no mention of
the name VRP RYuV, and they used all means possible to allow the
Saigon administration to avoid fulfilling the accord.
Consequently, the American side gave agreement to only the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and United States signing the
accord and refused a multilateral [four-party] signing. In the
event of a four-party signing, the United States demanded that
the accord made no mention of the name VRP RYUV or the Saigom
administration, to include [no mention) in the signatures. The
United States proposed that all four sides would separately sign
a clean sheet of paper, which would then be filed with the text
of the accord.

The Vietnamese side came out firmly opposed to this and in
the end, the parties came to a relative agreement on the order of
signing the accord:
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Two texts of the accord will be signed. The Democratic
Republic of Vietnam and the United States will sign the text with
a preamble and a closing article, in which mention will be made
of the names of the govermnments of the four parties. This text
will be signed by the foreign ministers of both sides.

The four sides will sign the text of the accord with the
preamble and the closing article, in which mention will be made
of the participants of the Paris conference, without mention of
the names of the govermnments of the four sides. This text will
be signed by the foreignm ministers of the four sides.

Both signing ceremonies will take place on the same day. ;
During the first half of the day, the four party signing will §
take place; and during the second half, the bilateral signing :
will take place.

The issye of a demilitarized zone. The United States, as
before, attempted to turm the provisional demarcation line, from
under the provisions of the 1954 Geneva Accords, inte a political
and territorial border separating both divisions of Vietnam. The
goal was to split the country for a protracted pariod.
Originally, the United States agreed to the wording "both
divisions of Vietnam will observe the demilitarized zone."
Simultaneously, the Americans demanded the exclusion from the
text of a sentence, which was previously agreed to, that there
will also be the issue of how to transport civilians across the
demilitarized zone, among thogse issues about which bath divisions
of Vietnam will conduct negotiations.

Thus, at the latest meeting, the Vietnamese side upheld the
principal positions of the text of the accord reached 20 Oct 72,
vhich resulted in the United States and Democratic Republic of
Vietnam, on 13 Jan 73, certifying to the completion of the
drawing up of the taxt of the accord.

Concerning protocols to the agccord. During the discussion
of protocols appended to the accord, it has become clear that the
United States attempted to change previously agreed upon
paragraphs and to remove itself from responsibility for solving
internal issueg of South Vietnam. Above all, the United States
strove to decline from discussing the issue of defining the zones
of control of each of the sides, and concealed its intentioms to
isolate liberated areas in South Vietnam.
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In the protocol on the issue of releasing incarcerated
civilians and service members, the United States demanded the
immediate release of all American POWs simultaneously with the
withdrawal of American troops from Scuth Vietnam. They tried to
back away from a discussion of the order for releasing
incarcerated South Vietnamese patriots. The experts are
continuing negotiations on this matter.

In the protocol on the issue of an Intermational Control
Commission, the United States had insisted that the Internmational
Control Commission hold wide powers, have at its disposal
numerousg advisory groups and a large number of personnel having
the right to freely move throughout South Vietnam.

The Vietnamese side firmly opposed these absurd United
States demands. Now, all the major issues of the protocols have
been resolved.

Experts from both sides are presently continuing work. Both
sides have agreed to spare no effort to complete the drawing up
of the protocols this week.

c i e ti 2cco The
sides bhave agreed to the following:

On 15 Januvary of this year, the United States will announce
the cessation of bombing, artillery strikes and [coastal] mining
on all territories of North Vietnam;

On 23 January, Kissinger and Le Duc Tho will initial the
text of the accord and the protocols;

On 27 January, there will be an official document signing
ceremony in Paris. The first half of the day there will be an
official signing ceremony of the four sides. The second half of
the day will be the official signing ceremony between the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the United States;

At 2400 hre on 27 January., Greenwich time, that is 7:00 AM
on 28 January, Hanoi time, a cease fire on all territories of
South Vietnam will be implemented.

On 13 January, after the conclusion of the meeting between
RKigsinger and Le Duc Tho, both sides confirmed that the text of
the accord was completed and that all of the major points in the
protocols have been decided. The United States pledged not to
introduce any changes to the text of the documents that was
agreed upon and to exactly execute the accord after its signing.






