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The Feusacols Jouenal

-LONG CHENG, Laos (AP
~ What was once a CIA base
3 now & ghost town, slowly
. 'heing reduced 1o rubble by
Noﬂi Vielnamese artiflery.
The vidgelop abovo it is a
holeeaust of bomb strikes and
ncoming mortars.

For seven days, out-
- numbered Laolian  govern-
ment troops supported by
- American alr power have
bosn batling Communistled
forces for control af this val-
ley, 78 miles north of Vien-
. tiane,
stk i

The oufcome s
doubt.
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Sniper fire echows in the
ruins of abandoned homes and
offices that still bear *“Happy
New Year” signs, Aulnmatic
weapons chalter when govern-
ment lroops cngage small
bands of inflitrators in hovse.
to-houso combat.

A man ¢an't lell where the
fire Is coming from unless he
Is hit,

Heavier fighling rages on
the bomb-cratered lunar land-
gcapo known as Skyline
Ridge. Laotisn treops have
dislodged the enemy from
their fortified bunkers on the
ridgetop, but they must en-
dure conslant mortar fire and
repet periedic counteraltacks.

Impacting shells send up
geysers of . dirt, burbs mard
the cnemy lines with mush-
room clouds and there is
never-ending roar of aircratt
engines and explosions.

'Fhe sky is never cptly. Air
Ameriea helicantors ferry

Friday.

,nemy Guns Slowly Reduce to

sanuary 21, is:2 -

fronps and supplies. Libmbep.
ing caipo plancs make para-
chule dropa 10 hurd-pressed
Hovernment ilinns, keeping
awuay from the .wooded hill
sidey when panfire crackle.
U.S. jets and obsulefy Luolian
bombers pound the slopes. .

(ince 50 top sceret that it
appeared on no maps, Long
Cheng 13 a secrel no more.
Hut il remains a symbol of
1.8, invulvenent in the Lan-
{ion war, and n focal poist in
the hipgest dry season off-
ensive over launched by Novth
Vietnan in this land-tocked
counlry.

Four miles long and a mile
wide, the Long Cheng Valicy
strved w8 @ Central o
LeHigence  Agency  listening
pusl in the mountainons and
militery region. 1 was head-
quafers for Gen. Van Pao’s
army of lough CiA-supported
Men tribesmen icregulars, and
a refugee camp for 35,000 Meo

vinilians eseuning Hie enciny’s
amizal  incursion  into  the
Pluin of Jurs, :

The valley floor is littered
with villas and villages, mili-
tary compounds bristling with
r.-dio aatennas, refugee hovels
and a hillside house belonging
o King Savang Vathana.

There §5 an air strip, but
fixed-wing alreralt no hnger
land there becuuse of enemy
fire,

The refugees were  evac
waled last week folfowing the
Coninupist  command's  un
precedented, 72:hour attack
that captured the Plain o
Jars, and the rvesubting -ad
vance southward by the Com
munist troops.

Major fighting erupted here
Jin. 12, and Thai mercenaric:
and Royal Laotian reinforee
ments from other military re
gions were fluwn in lasl Sun
day. These reinforcements
along with air strikes. helow

Rubble Ex-CIA Base at Long Cheng

avert the immediate fall of
Long Cheng.

Un Wednesday, the US.
Embassy in Vienliane the cap-
ilul, agreed o let newsmen
visit Long Cheng il they wonld
pay 16 charler Air America
pianes and hebenpters. Thoy
wore grected by a host of Lao-
Lan generals  walehing  Uhe
war Irom e kiog's villa and
cnulerong with o pumber of
unidentilied  Americans,

Some  of  the  Nericans

- civitian clothes, Others
armed  ahd wearing
vamoullape  Talignes,  Ungler

rules Lo newsmoen, they conld
not be  phelographed  or
named. nor enald their respee-
tive povernmenl agencics be
diselosed.

Sipping peack juice,  Gen,
Vang  Puo  greeled  visitors
woctdy and (old them Tong
Cheng had been hit by 6,624
ey o lillery eouids i e
st i wan weeks He elsitned

his farees had on “a greal vie-
tory ... We killed 8,000 and
wounded 6,000 (v 7,000."

Al the same lime, Vang Pag
claimed his forces sulfered 18
dead and 45 wonnded.

Body bags lying on the air-
port runway back at Ban Son
and large munbers of band-
agoed  governmenl  troops
raised deubts about his slatis-
ties.

Vang Pao nlse insisted ho
had 8,000 trunps [ighting in the
Long Cheny arca, The Ameri-
cins here said il was more
{ike 3400, They estimaled cne-
my sirength ul #,000 and said
500 Lo 600 prubably had been
killed so Tar.

The Americans had no casu
alty count for Laotian Hovern-
meat fopees,  bul some ol
Yang Pae’s officers privadcly
admilted these were heavy.

Maj. Chanh, cammander of
a unil enlrenched on Skyline

Ridee. said 28 of his men had

heen killed and 69 wounded in
the past three days, Soon al-
ter ie spuke, Chanh became
the 70ih wounded when a mor-
tar fragment hit him.

“We get a couple of mortar
rounds cvery 10 minutes,”
said Chanh as a medic band-
aped his head. “The fighting
is very tough,™

Vang  Pao -ingisted: “The
enemy cannot tako Long
Cheng.” .

But he added: *“They will
try usiti) Fehruary. They ha\{o
supplies for one nenth and in
small groups Lhey are strong.
We can hold them nff.”

The general began studying

Read

UImage
Sunday

a far-off hillside with his tele-
scope. Suddesly he snapped
out instruelions to one of his
aides  who  relaved  orders
through a diotolephone,

A4 U8, jet streaked dnwn
and the hillside exploded. ™!
saw six encrny,” said Yang
1Pan. “The air strike gut iwo
6 Lthem, Four 1 go.”’

)
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‘Beeper’ Signals Are Heard More
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CIA ‘Fronts’
Made Profits

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Central Intelligence Agency
has made significant profiis on two of its front operationa, C1A,
Director William E. Colby teslified today.

Colby told the House intelligence committee in prepared
testimony that the CIA made considerable profits from Air
America, an airline that aided CLA efforts in Southeast Asia, and
from a CIA pension fund,

Air America i3 being disposed of whila the pension fund
mﬂm"é\m m;n ;?Tr::.a:r.:num Colby said the profits have been
i since 1973, Colby did not ify the

profit levels, wwoaty

m of the CLA's front operations, which the agency calls
propriclaries, have been unprofitable, she director said.

“I foresee & cominuing need to use the proprietary me-
chanism to further accomplishment of Bgency operations,”
Colby said

. Colby defined proprietaries as “apparently commercial
:nuwm that are in reality controiled by the agency.” He said,
uwmﬁ;:;mes provide cover shd support for elandesting
activites enable us to carry out adminisirative tagks
discreetly.” R4 :

Most proprietaries have fewer than ten employes, but Y3
very fgw of our former proprietaries, such as Radio Free Europe
and Air America, have been fairly large entities,”

HRadio Free Europe, which transmits broadcasts to Eagtern

pe, has been funded under reguiar congressional appro-
priation since its link with the C1A was revealed, .

Alr America "provided cover and otherwise supported our
efforts in Southeast Asia,” Colby said: “Its net assets are being
tarned in ta the Treasury,” .

The pension fund was deseribed by Colby’as “a financial
enterprise which enables the agency to administer cerain
sensitive trusls, annuities, escrows and insurance arrangemenls
without attribution to the agency. it gnables us ta insure with a
wontrolled company some of our activities we cowld not expose
o r_egu.lar insurance companies. It enablos us to pay annuities to
individuals whose links with the LS, government must remain
secret

In the past, the proprietary ¢ompanles retained their
gwﬁts. gulby sald. The intelligence chief said that by 1973
[ d pr:gdts o d to a considerable sum™ so- the
N2 Was Nepo] to 53 and used to red,

ol NEre. ‘ uce the amount

However, the CIA's general counsel advised that this did
not constitute the full appropirations process and "subsequent

Ty JACK FOISIE
News-Journal Garnati Servica

LONG CHENG, Laos — The
dreaded sound for an aviator
suddendy broke lhreugh the
chatter of pur helicupler radio
~ & slaccato series of beeps.

It meanl that an aireraft
wus down somewhere in the
rugged area below us and a
survivor had turned en his
vest-pockel emergency radi.

The "beeper” has an uegent
messapge — “Find me —
me out of here.”

Dur Air Aincrica helicopter
crewnman first fell through his
wn Usievivil jackel™ he was
wearing to be sure his “bee-
pur' had not accidentully acli-
valed.

Qur pilot swilched vudio fre-
quencies and conlacted
“Cricket,” the arborne con-

get

tal ship somewhee in e
avea, “We heur a beeper.”
“Yes,  we've started  Uie

SAR (scarch and Tescue),"
Cricket replied,

It was later learned (he i
craft duwned by North Viet-
namese unti-aireratl fire was
a Lac-piloted fighter-bombor
knuwn as the “Mighty Mite.”
The result of the SAR was not
revealed.

“Beepers” sound wildy is-
tressing frequency these days
as the air war in Lans loals
up it unisen  with the in-

ctvased pround combat of the
Laotian dry season,

In the fight to held onto
Long Cheng, the koy airbase
in the war in northern Laos,
the UK. and Lao air forces
have pounded North Vietnam-
Ceoarmy  positions on  the
ridues around Long Cheng for
mute than a week.

Even the spectacular pin-
navles of Grey Rock have
been hit by the Loo T-28
“Mighty Miles” in seme mad-
i lying, Wher the small
bowils and roekels they ear-

ry munage to hit these soar-
ing peaks, the explosiens are
magnilied and  the orange
fash of impact seems bright.
er when viewed from another
ridge.

[This is the first authorized
visil of newsmen to thig tong-
sterel buse, This may be a bit
ef a show arranged for our
benefil, Bul  General Yany
Pau, the flamboyant Mes irib-
al feneral who commands the
defenders  of  Long  Cheng
swears that he ean see enermy
ohservatinn pasls on the pin-

;mﬂts have been and will be delivered o the Treasury,” Colby

A Pentagon official was quoted as
Tuesday that two U.S. intelligence agenc;

talling the committee
ieg split over whether

Egyplian troop movements in 1973 meant maneuvers or an
attack,

_ Dr. Robert C. Hall, assistant sécretary of defense for
imelligence, aaid publicly that the advance intelligence also was
discounted by Israali officials, The Israeli officlals have admitted
they were caughtby surprise by the Egyptian attack, which set

Off a Mideast war,

HalJ. refused to say if tho disagreement was betwesn the
US military intetligence agencics and the CIA. Colby also
refused Tuesdav nigtht to sav if the CIA was ona of the two

Frequently in Heated Laotian Battle

mwles, He personully direets
by radio 1he tiny T-285 inlu the
larcet. When a “Mighty dite™
pilot releases his bombs from
L figh an altitude, the gea-
eral roars out his anger.

“We knock them out, the
envty ne more can shoet his
hrg guns accuralely intu the
hare.” he explains in broken
Engnsh.

Vang Pao, always exubor-
ant w his figures, claims the
Lung Cheng base, localed in a
vitliew tour niles long and a
mile wide, has been hit by

same 6,000 rounds of North
Yieisumese ariy heavy artils
lery shells.

More conservative osti-
mates  put  the number  at
about 300, still a pounding for
the base. The asphalt and
gravel airstrip has nol heen
cratered. However, it's un-
useable by fixed-wing planes
because they must fly low
over enemy-held ridges to
land.

In addition lo the *“Mighty
Miles" aud their orchestration
by Yang Pao, the American

Air Force base in Thailand
sends over reluys of silvery
F4 Phantom jels with then
mare  powerful hombing  di-
reetedd by Amevican air con-
trellers in their light spotter
planes.

Somelimes in the distance
we also hear the rumble el
B-52 big bomber altacks. Usu-
glly they are made in three-
plang formations, dropping a
combined total of 300 bembs,

Central Intelligence Agency
and American AID  massion
charlered Lransports, flewn by

pilots of Air America and Con-
tinental Airways, also filt the
skies, dropping supplies to
Lao army forces or carrying
rice to ile meovntain people
who have fled fom the war
wone.

By almest every large Meo
t'ibal village of thatched huis
there is a dirt airstrip where
sipall transports known as
“'purters” can land and stop
wittin the longth of a Joollail
ficid. Other porters have
“‘bamb bays" fer para-
dronLing supplies.





















































































