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SAM THONG STATION 
by: Wi/li(lm C. 'Yarbrou.,,,, 

U / 5Dm Tllon, 

Sam Thong. NOflhern Laos, one of Air 
America's most remote and inaccessible up . 
country bases, is possibly the busiest dirl· 
strip airfield in Southeast Asi., if not in the 
whole world. 

The strip, whose elevation is 3,800 feel, 
handles an average 01 125 landllllS and take· 
offs it day, sn en days a week the year fOUnd, 
weather permitting. 

Air Americ. established this forward 
operaling bast. in support 01 VIr;ouS Uniltd 
Siaies civilian aid programs, foor )'tars ago. 
The tl is!;n, shorl str ip was lengthentd 10 
a 2,200 fool dirt runway caplble 01 handling 
Car!bous and C·llJs as well as helicoplers, 
Hellos aOO Porters. 

Much of the activity in Sam Thong is 
related to refugee relief movements which 
are mounting daily as Convnunist troops in· 
crease their pressure in many sections of 
north, central and eastern laos; Sam Thone 
also assists larger aircraft in air drop! of 
various commodities to thousands of refugees 
in fIifh! from enemy forees. 

he base supplies up to 70,000 gallons 
01 luel each month to aircraft "ying in the 
area. Operations continue from dawr. to 
dusk throughout Ihe year whether it is dusty 
or muddy - or both. 

Next to a 110 bed hospital jointly oper· 
attd by USAIO and the lao Government, 
MM's are the most prominent lacilities in 
Sam Thong. They include an open main· 
tenance hangar, a Quonset hut Operations 
building, transient billets with 28 beds, 
toilets, hot water bathing flCilities, a I~n­
dry plus a dining room and recreation Iounle. 

The village, whose name inexplicably 
means ''Three Golds" in the language of the 
Meo tribesmen who live along the lonely 
ridges and peaks of the Mnamite mountain 
range running down from Mongolia through 
China and Southeast Asia, did not exist until 
seven years alo. Then Major {now lieu· 
tenant GeneraO Vang Paa determined the 
location 01 what is now known as Sam Thong, 
in a narrow hidden nlley high lIP in the 
mountains 77 miles north and slightly east 
of Vientiane. 

Sam Thong is surrounded by lofty sky~ 
piercing pinnacles and karsts which present 
• ruggtd and awesome spectacle. The roulh 
terrain is often mist·shrouded and calls to 
mind ancient Chinese brush paintings of tree· 
clad mountains in bizarre and dreamlike 
shapes. One such karst is a Sam Thong 
landmark. lis timbered slopes rise precipit. 
ously 10 a height of about 500 feet; It is just 
southwest of the site's lInding strip. 
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Lucky Pilot Wins 
Race With Foe; 
Is Picked Up 

By JACK .. OiSm 
N ..... J_ ... _ lWYlU 

LONG CHENG, UtOS 
Jim Russell is 0111: lucky ld 
low. He is 411 1earll old and 
beefy but he outran North 
Vietn.amese liOldiers [or holO 

mile!! Thursday through Lao 
jUllgie aDd was lifted to lafety 
by • fellow Air Amerk. pilot. 

Jame. W. Russell Is • sev-
.:rear veterlo of the In­
dochina war. He makes about 
$40,000 • y~ar for doing wbllt 
.1 mOl t caused his death 
Thuuday. 

"It' wat one of tho.'" !)lld 
days, maybe the worst." 

Authoriled by hill Air Amer­
lea ~ to talk about it, 
Rus.sell relato..'li how hi~ ~milU 
"portH" transport pl.n.e had 
been destroyed by mortar rire 
.fter landing I.In a remote dirt 
fi tr ip 100 miles northeast of 
tbe Laotian capital of Vieu­
ti.ne. He and five Laotians 
woo were his "ClJstomcn;" 
ran through mortar and nfle 
fire lot more than an h<iur. 

"They set a trap to catch an 
American pool on the ground 
and they almost SUCCNldoo," 
Russell said. 

"I was working ~iilh a Lao 
who I know only lIS Swamp 
Rat. He I&id 14 U1ul down Iha 
engi ... wblW they p SUlne 
bundlell ready lor a paradrop. 

8eyOlldciJrp~r of flowers (foreground) thilt $fflothen S8Crion of 'Gadway. sentirntl rocks stilfld watch over f!t1rr;".c~ to Long C,.:herIg 

THE LEGEND OF LONG CHENG 

. :"'~moifeDt.....m.:t: prop 
stopped turnil\@:, die ball. guys 
knew they had me on the 
ground - aoo that', not my 
elemen.t," RUdeU .aid. "The 
fint mortar riddled the air­
craft, the 1l'COnd. dropped me 
to the ground. Swamp Rat and 
the others and 1 ,tacted ND­
nlng for the jungle. 

"11\ey knew they had an 
Ameriun and those little fel­
low, (the NVA) took aner us. 
They were ihoutine and shoot­
ing. It WII rough gettilll 
through the bl.mboo. I cursed 
my5e1f because I luid been 
slipshod. I hadn't my gun 
strapped on and I didn't have 
... ny 5mqke \10 lignal a rescuc 
chopper). Bull knew where I 
was alld I headed lor some 
high ground wilh I bare spot 
on it." 

Russell Ictivated his pockct 
emergency radio and OOD­
tacted a hl!licoptcr. It was 
f\own by his feUow pilots, 
"Frenchy" Smith and J . J. 
McCauley. ''TIley said they 
were t'Oming to pick me up. 
U's lucky we aU koow the 
area." 

RusseU Inel the five LaD­
tilll!; rcached I dearing by 
the creek. Two of the Lao 
formed a rearguard team to 
hold off the NVA. RuueU 
plunged into the creek. "Man, 
I'd ~n running for an hour. 
It Will so dehydrated I drank 
the jungle w.ter." They could 
hear the NVA troopers cratb­
iDg through the bamboo. 

"But Frenchy and J. J. got 
there first. They hauled me up 
on a cable. It hroke when lhey 
tried to pick lip my c~tomers 
but anoth4lr chopper came and 
got IMm, too." 

Who's Right? Laird or State Dept.? 

Bare Laos Facts, Sen. Asks 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Re· 

publican Sen. Clinord P. Ca5e 
Iccu~ "'nII NiiMi sdhtiiilf­
tration today of "glarinJl: incon· 
5lstency" in iti OIccounts to 
Con"ress of American financial 
aid to Irrelular fortes fi"htinK 
in Laos. 

The New Jersey senator 
asked the Idffimistrauon to dis· 
close all details of U.S.-aided 
operallOM In Laos. includinx 
the cost, the personnel and 

Laos war 
'unknown 
to world' 
BONN, Sal-A Welt Ger· 

man BUndeatq (LowMr Hou.ae) 
aepuU-loda.Y aid tbe true ex· 
tent 01. the "ar bt L¥l1 "all 
largeb" IU1knotJD to tJOl'ld. <:Ill· 
nion becaute a member 01. 
the .IntemaUooal Control 
Commlaaion in lAol blocked 
lntonnaUoo. 

Chrilltlan Democrat De· 
put)' Waltar Kiep told. a prell 
conference CoIIotJing. recent 
vlait to L¥l1 that Prime Mi­
nister Prince Souvaooa. PItou­
ma termed It -u. foraotten 
"ar_-

But he aald 10,000 Nortb 
Vletnam .. e troo91 _re flah­
UJ¥ 00 the aide of Uae P.thet 
Lao rebel movement against 
the IOverMleDt anny 01. lOIne 
35,000. 

The North Vietna· 
mne were Q,lite aeparate 
from thoa uNd 00 the ~Lv 
routel for tbI Viet Cq in ' 
Sooth Vietnam, he aalei. 

-But the International 
Control Dlmmtllton II pa­
ralyled bee...... ita rtplrta 
are made lame .". the Wto 
of ODe member,- Kiep wei. 

-An army 01. 4O,OOOllopt­
raU. aareaa1v.11 111 &WI 
eountQ',- be .tded. 

The commlaaIoD. CCD.-
pcl..q; C...... 1Ddla.., 
Poland, ... deatpad ~watdI 
ovlr Laot1an -w-aUtJ.­
KK .... 

agreements Involved, and 
"most importantly, when will it 
all end?" 

Case said the State Depart· 
ment advised ' him July 15 that 
support for irre~ular forces 
from Thailand fiKhling in L_ 
is beintc provided under the 
U.S. military aid program. 

Case said that aid dire<:tly 
contradictli June 14 teslimon)' 
to the Senale Foreign Relations 
Committee by Secretary of De· 

said also testified 
military lSIIistance cannot be 
used for IUpport 01 irretcwar 
forces. A month later. Cue 
Slid, the Slate Department 
wrote him: 

"Support for these trretcU1an 
is supplied under the Lao miij­
lary ald budget, which, as )"011 
know, is funded thl"OUlh the De­
partment of Defense budtcet _ 
milit.ary lSIIistance, ."ice 
funded." 

,·It is more in 5Orrow than i. 
anger that I report a &iarinil In­
consistency in the adminb­
tralion posi tion on the funding 
of Thal troopi ia lAos," Case 
said. 

RED BOMBING OF 
LAOS EXPLAINED 

VIENTIANE - . A Nfmh Vietnamue air allad: on \...Iotiln 
village earlier Ihls w<ek was aimetl ~t tlisrupting the forthcom_ 
ing peace tllh toetween the government and the pro-<:ommunist 
I'lil~t U(', the officia! l~o Press said ),estertla),. 

SIX people were k,lleu ,md 10 injured when' two SOYlet 
built lJlush),in lircrart of tile :-ie'rlh VietnameK bombed and 
5trafed the yiUage of Bouamlong. aboul 30 kms northeast of 
the Plain of Jars 00 Monda),. About 70 howes were also de. 
stroyed in Ille air attack. 
~ lao Press said that the bombing of tiouamlong ...... a 

uehberate attempt to prove that a 5ettiement of t/v: laotian 
problem depentlcd llO Hanoi. 

Desc~~ing t~ auack as ~ "criminal lfIimoeuvre", lhe Lao 
Press s:ntl that 1\ should reinrorce the conviction of both the 
government antl the Pathet Lao thai " they hll'C to reach iIgftt_ 
ments to put an end to the prexnt massacre made by oubitlers 
reatly to do everythina to impoee their law." 

S,rc: JZ .'l /'1IG ~.' 
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Helicopters key to 

Saravane recapture 

Meo Tribe May Leave 
1.11:.01 ; 'l·U·:N(;. 1"'''5 -- M,lj l:, ·n. 

\ " II': \ ''''' •• ' Ilre,II I:lI,,,"nll;I 1",,00'1' 
')0 '''' ~h~. kl.~1 h\ W .. ~llI"~I "n 111.1'" 
H",n 1,.I.e hi~ IIH' I-:ula r ann)' ul ~j,." 

Inl\t"iUcn ""I III Ihf I ... ll~ ",II' - ,u, 
N {'tl! ul , · ~ta ~ll "ph LC (I nncn~I"'''. ,,',. 
t .. ,nly "n' \..;<"~ ann Il('fh~I'~ r"r all 1,1-
(\'lChillii . 

VIENTlANE. Frkilly - 1111 LaOArmyuaeda?fr'll~lIcop.r ~l!t d. troopt to cap~ 
tn. atraleric COtIIn cl Satavane In.arthern tac.. rtor ICW'c:ti ..... w today. 

In hl~ Ili"lIlll.un hcaiJiluarlt·,.' ,.\ 
Lnn;.: TI~llg, V~n l: Pan told Ib III 01 ,\ 
r~ehH.I\ t' ul\"rvlcw he I~ ,W;II!II,.: Ihl' 
I'nd "I I lie lin.', II Ul'~ 1',S, !:",'on"wlIl 
dl>e~ not Id hilll rl'~unl<' hi" "III'I1~''': 

'" Ill<' 1,,,1 n ·,n .,i",n!: '11<,1111, fir (1\1' 
t1HUl.,,~,n Sl',,,,,,,, hi; .';mllol ,\o-k,l(\ III,' 
l'lalll" I)I' ~ .1"",,, ,,,,,,n ", he'. ~ ,II" " 
lip ."'" rt h \'Idll,un"~l' 1m ,,0, '1" IH ~ III 

Ih"lf IInnn,,1 or} _""~"'Il nt!t'lhlH'. 

" I,OOO-rnan forca com_ tr<:lOl» who a,.erran Sarava.. trylrc to UU'II It Into a .. ne-
prl,11'II two ' p"clal euerrm.. 'Ut summer. Ili&ry rOl'mllltaryact lvltie.ln 
battallona WIJ rerrled In by 'The NOI'th V\etnanw .. ab_ northern Cambodia .. nd the 
helicopter on WednelMlayand "nd0ne4 !he town .. nd other <Anual HIjrh1a.nd1 d. South 
encOUl1\.ered little reslscance nearby ~Itiona, the .our~1 Vt.tnam. 
from North Vietnamese .. Id. n. plateau overkloks Che 

But the sources added that Ho 011 Minh trIll , a network 
lome 2.000 NorthVi!etnamese d communllt supply and In_ 
soklien now lcationed to!he filtration rc..JltIs Into South 
north of s.ravane were re- Vietnam and cambodia. 

. porlild moYl~ toward, the Obaervers .. Id the fO'V-
town (01' a counllIr-auack. ernment dfeNlve to recake 

Saravllne ... bout 100 kllo_ u. town "pppred to be the 
metrel (62 mUell) northNlt flrlt l calle d a much bill&tlr 
d the "'ekorw rlv1lt town 01 opItntion to repln lomecon-
Pak ... wa, a key part 01 the trol In tht80mensHlihLandl, 
defence perimeter cl the 'The rovemment w .. arod_ 
Bolovenl "lihlands until It aul totecapcure levenl other 
fen Into cornmunbt hands, l u .... ak towns In !he .. re.a 

'The rec.apture ofSanvane principally PlklOOi In the 
muked the Uru major 10'1- centre and Attopeu. 
ernment mili1lU'y succes. fOl' n. pruentoptrlt!on I. In 
l lonti; time, Military Region rour , com-

The NOI'Ui VietnarrMISit It manaed byeolonelSQluLCn&y, 
........ ".. Ins .e .. _ .. _wtIou ndntly replaced Gen­
this year took overvlrwall)' enl Plluouk 1.5 rellional 
full control d. the Boloven. commander at headquarterl 
Hl&tIiandl. 1m:! haVf been in f"ak'e. - Reuter 

Rul Ihl~ 11I1h', he ~"" I . hi' ",ii !l,,1 
(1111 h.u-k, , .~ In " " .• 1 ).,,,,1>. 1" 11<'1",1<1 
L"n$; Tltn~ 1",II'dd, h .. ",ll 1",,,1 hi' 
;."n) ""rI Ih.· \I , .... \)('(.,. ,\0- .... 1 ,,[ ll~' 

I\.U' .UI<ll'cl h"l~ oul "I I",,,, 

"If "p 1:". I ... ,,~ 15 rI" .. o1," V.IIIIl ,'"" 
1,,1.1 I" hlnnl[,. II i~ rill 1'\"I:j.!I·I.~II(ln 

\1, .. ,lIkulIlll: I""'$; T"'II;! """ltl 111<','" 
Jo.~In" IIc.ldy all n ... rlh"In I .. ", • ' 1",1,· 
\.",,111), I<,adin;.: lu "~[lJlul."I.,n h, 
Ii,.' 1O""·'I1I1H'1I1 In \ 'I<,nllm", ~ iI .k·n­
~I\ " \Id"" rur H,lnm III Ih" j,l1"1I1"­
"u'"I·I""1l lncll.ldlln~ l\ il J'. 

;0.;" Inll\;n "unld luu,' ,,( II., OIIl_I""h 

I"" [llnn ... 1 (I""n In I~I U:'; !H' 1(11);<'1 
loul,\ Ihe I S. [MIlllb Ih.' H" enl Minh 
11",1 III I".,,~ \\llh ,"-111\1""'1111 ul Ih" 

Caverns lcha Threat To U. s. ., 
"_,, IM'h.', .. \ .. I1~ 
I 1111" .kf.omll,, ! 

Laos Communists Dig In For Lon~::~;::":,:;,::'::~:,;::: 
/C.,.tj"ut_ frem '.,e 'J 
or the deftnle of Sam 
, e lll PrOVLnCI . n.. North 
lI.wmfs.e , who Wfre not 
udden from me, appeared 

mainly confined to provldin, 
lId. luch I. In road build!",. 

In the: communities that I 
IoIW, thfre wu no evidence of 
Vl .. t""mf!\t inlfrvention in the 
IOClal orlaniultion. The WOo 

THAILAND 

Uans make no lecrtt of Viet· 
namfse l ul!tance. but clear­
ly appeared to be dil'KUna: 
the affairs of their 0 w n 
country. 

Acrordut, to Plthft Lao 01· 

(lUlfO,t 
Tonkin J; 

_u .. , "_ 

C.",.nl,t , •• h. b. C/.IIII, t. ru/. territo,y., l.fS' Cit Hortll Vieflulln. 

ficil1s. pnvate agriculture Is \, 1111,\0-1' pl'-~'''''' 
not being controlled. but the rll"t [OC.'CI' hhoc III 
II a t e manages commfrcf, 
both Internal and exlernal. !I1",~d alolll1d.1I11 

Within lhe Plthet Lao zone ")lc,,"fulenl l'S 
II IoI'parale currfncy, the "lib- 'ildy 1!loo(r~ 111 Jr· 
erillon kip," II used, Ihl' C"mnl"nl-". 

The ume Iwre bu)" pro­
duce from tbe potUIl.ll\.t l od 
Mil, tHm ertklf. U1ey Deed. 
Pluin, a .l.a te .lI)(f, lI-e were 
,hfn potlehft by potillllnll 
brlnlln, tMm 10 Hit. Our in­
ItrpfftU, bo,,·e\·u . in5ilted 011 
,h'm, Ultm lOme kip. 

It appeartd to me thai 
youths particlpatf wldfly In 
mlhary Icllvity. There Ire 
\I.-omfn in the rflular Inntd 
10rCfS. 

HIli of lhe civilian militia is 
composed of womfn. accord­
ing to Palhfl Lao offiCials. In 
\he units I saw. girls 14 y~an 
old were drilling with car­
blnf!s. 

Units nf the regular armtd 
loren, thf Lao people's hbera­
tion arm )" on March Il, 1968, 
dfstroytd I U. S. bast high 
atop a mounlain kno,,'n as 
r.t1, about II mill'S from Sam 
Nfl,lil, 11 miltS fmm tile North 
Vietnamfse bordf r . 

Coru;idcred by Aml'rLcans 10 
be nfarly invulnerllblt, it was 
lakfn in lwo days aecwdmg 1.0 
tnt IC<'OlInl of II young Palhft 
Lao ... tWln of tnt battle. 

Gllidcd 'omberl 

r ali wu tho> I!'"lnl'iI!1I1 U S. 
f 9 r war d u<Gr InStalliluon 
used In £lI1d l' Ihl' hombl", OJ 

' North V,flnam en~ 
liM! l'XISlenCe and In.~s of thO! 

bast "Hre ackl1O.l'-lf'fIged last 
Apr il IIlth the pubilu\lon of 
hurin,s on !..aDS by thf Sym­
mgton 5ubcommittfe of the 
Senate Foreign R t I a t ion I 
Committef. Among portions of 
testimony Nruored. hnWfVU. 

Ih"1 ;,,,I" mll ,,,,"­
,hltltl'll cI""n 
nluM,.,,1 10" U,.. 
lh<' 1'.'-'\ H,,, o1r ... 

I .. ~t .... Ulll'r \IIii'll 

i\~ ~[III1'f\ " ,,,II 

~"I Sl'flnll-~ IIIUII' 

I' .. " \J1"kl' "Ill '" 
kin/.! .. " l ln"_' III 
• [w... .J.u ".~ [I,' 
t1 1'''''' •· .• _1\1 .• ,,1 
Ih •• " .. ,II~I '·rn,,"· 
Ih,' l'I'lIl1t' 

Rowland 
Evans 

Robert 
Novak 

1111111'\<'1' .,IMI ~,t.cd V~nl: I'~o to ~(Oll 
,101011, 1~1I1. "I r~'·I. \I ,jshllll:lon'~ III~n 

II.,. •• ~"II·t'nr"I'(,lnl! nllUIIl<lntl \,.nl: 
I'""., . .,111\. 1"~lI,,:d h.l' Ihl' I S, ( 'I'n 

11,.1 Inl,'1I1I:rIICI' II!("IC). 1I.'pc'IKl~ nn 

1 ,S ""hl," )' " 'd . The "vert 1'1' " """, 
Inl \\,,,hl"I!I"i1'~ ", d,'.· "iiS •• 11l);hl v 
d"",,~,, "rllumr'nl by tJ S Jlohcym .. t.· 
..,,, liI .. 1 Van/: 1'01(1 "'IIIIi! Munch"" 
1"'I'ukc II ... ~., ~nd hh/.!hl P""III"ho~ 
.~kl 1",,,-"[11101"'11 I.,,' II.',.:"I I~I'''"~. \1"" 
l'Il'!'. IIlI' IIndrd)lII$; n'ilMm " .. ~ ,,'''­

~".I \\",hllll:lon ",ilil'/.! IlO'''''1' In· 
,.,·""nl 1:()lIl!rr~_"JIl., 1 ~1L .... k" al! .. U\~1 
fllllllllll;: , '''"1II1I,,-n''1I1, In L,w~ 

1\,lh I", ":"" Il l l;o~ """ 1111'(",,1 n"" 
lIolo,,, .. hl<· II.w,-j I~"'tl''''~. 11111'111 .. 1 
I" .. ,~un's ~I'f! 11111111111111: "" VoInl: 1',,,, 
,II, '" I'I.IL·" IPII him [hI"), \I III ,,,, I 
'1~'IIt1 ,",,,IIIL'I lin '('.I ~un Ilclt.'lllhll~ 

I.,,"~ TWill.! ",111 w~111 III mi":I'''''· I, 

:-") ",,,,, . ' \' III ''''~h'nl ! .. "" "'. II liN: 

"""'.1, c',,,~~ II", Irllnll('1' IIIlu Thai 
1.llItI, 

,I, .' I. .• " """"11,,11,1. \ '''I1).! I',,· 
",,"1<1 1.llilrr .1, ') ,11111 " !lhl aul h 
['·d, I ... ,,'11111111 ."k hi, ["'Hl>1.· I" ~I'd 
11'''' .· hilltlfl \l11\lnUI h"p,· or h<ll'in; 
lh,." mIn I.lnli. t\l itlllll1;: Iht'11' "I. 
h"I1I1'I~",h ~I' "M' ,",,,, ... I" ",,1h I'n·' 
""1\1 I'~.'r In f.'dillin. h,.. "",,11l ~.·ttll 

"Hilt ," 

1'.111 nIl tun;':1'1 h~e un .\ mel lean ~III ~," 
/'" h,ld II~. 

Hl')",\lI lh.,I. 111, oIllIl~ I~ Irrnhl\ 
Im'f'i illid IIlwll'I\lfl'nl:lh. ill'llIailv 
.,"111.· ~,IlIMJ bt'low It,; 11;'110.'1' .• lrcn!:lh ", 
lu _bli 1 1I1I'h~11I11! mlltl) t(,{,Il-,'1o':1'<' 
Ito", I Ill .. I I~!:IC ,'a"" ,,( ~rllt .... o1f 
11!"",,·t\ h)' ,\R1CI' Il'~1l hlH·rolls. Ih,' 
\'''''' ~ L\1o·u lI1 .. nh.KMI II •• ~ IM,,'n dc­
~h"",, 1 h~ Ihl' I\",,'h \ 1t ·'n.II1I<''''. 

1001111, M,~, ;:1I"llln ,. ~ ""lIld ' I'Y"" ,I 
"'~, .. , " " ' " ...... I. •. , 



was Iht number of Am!rlUnJ 
kdl~. 

/'iO'ArC1lrdinll to the Paille! Lao, 
!9"jAmericall5 died .1 Pall. 

\-~'rom ~h)' 17, 1964 , 10 mld­
J~ne, mo, .bout 1 ,~J.!. S. 
alrrr~lt were shoroowii in 
yo:;, Ihe I'alhel Lao c1i1lm, 

Same U. S. pilots h .... e bun 
optured bUI I It.lned the 
Imprel~jon that Iht oUmMt 
I"-In~ held 15 lIot \lery larJllf. 
J'~lI.fl L.o (lfIle!.I! admltlh., 
Ihr U. S. ulleD r thCUfl dowoell 
pilots Itho mlll.aled to para. 
rhule . 

. \.\ked about Am~rlcan pilots 
h~l d In Laos, Sisana Siune 
.~II! lh~y were being treated 
IICII. that PrlnC! Souphanou. 
\Oll~ Inslsltd on Ihis, and tha t 
I/I~\' I<ert receiving double or 
Irlille the food ratlona allotted 
laotians, 

How MOlly1 
!/o"'tvt'r, Ihe Palhtt Lao 

",ould flO" !ily how many 
Amerlran ' ate hemg held or 
rrli-nul,\' Ih~m or allow any 
I ~dl,jnl;t of mail. Present 
r'lnd l lll'lll~, Sisane said, would 
001 p('rmittIlIS. 

"II Ih~ il.mfrlran penple 
'1"nl ~nmelhlnll to be done 
~ooullhe plloli." Sisline sa id. 
"lilly musl compel Nixon to 
~pI'~k dlrfeliy 10 ~I _ 10 1.be 
~ruptr way," 

Tile statement II ppa rently 
!'"Irrred to lhe Palllet Lil.O 
;"m'HIIU'crn~nt on Marcil 6 01 a 
1111' 1l"lnl prO!( rlim Ioril. puilli. 
c., 1 .'l'll kmCMt 01 the Laottan 
I""hkm. 

11 tllul~)~I"1 (,~t~bh.~hmrnl of 
~ ~ru\l~Hm~1 coahhon SOHrn­
"~"1l1 iJrnduiJ:: n~tlon~1 !'Ie<::. 
Ilon~ And a peaceful reumllca. 
t'OIi 01 tile muntry. 

lh(' fII'lnts are rr!dlcaled on 
~~~ele C'essahon of U. S. 

lii ... 
, 
\: 

CARBINES AND CROSSBOWS_laotian Communist volunteer~-port. tlme guer_ 
rdlos-pock a vOrtety of weapons. Included are American M-I rdles. carbines and 
revolvers. Chine~e and Russian arms and e ... en poison arrows. ThiS uni t IS com­
prised (If men and women rang 109 in age from 1410 35. The leader carnes a pnml ­
I, ... e but effecr. ... e crossbow Ihot shOalS poison arrows. He also has a Smi th and Wes­
son revolver. 

the pl'ince ~aid. "But we know ,_"_<""'~' " 
how 10 fll'h!. We hav!' been 

bomblfll: ot Laos and com­
plelf' wIlhdrllwal uf American 
mlli lary p<>rsonnel and advls.. 
ers ~s well as American 
equipment. 

Mutins the Prince 
Afler thl~ dis.:usslon I met 

Prln('e SouphanoUI'ong, Ilead 
uf th~ Pathet Lao, in hiS 
office 

some trchniCll! manuals; ~nd 
II small lable, about two feet 
square. aroul1d WhlCIl we sat. 

Dressed in II. dark blue suit 
with II tunic. II'CHint: a hf'rel, 
the prmcc, who is ~8, talkeq 
inlormally ill ~'rcnch. 

fight ing for 16 ),ears while tile i~~~~~~~i~~~~~~~~:~kSJ~~~~~~~1! liber;l1ed lOnes have kept n· 
pi1lldlng and cunsolidll ting. 

"We h~~t IlrUJ:l: lfd. 5t:!t!- _ ~".~.~, ~.<".,1l!. w,rj, 0 U~I 
Int: fnllll Mlhioli\:' lie saId. d 

It is a relangular Nlncre(e 
\\alleod room. Simply furnl~hed 
.... llh II desk ~nd a tahle In 
frOOl for l'urrent perl(xhrals; 
bookshelves In which I nollced 

The I'~thfl I.ao, Souph~nuu . 
lont: ~aill. is rtady lor I 

negoli3led ~ol ut lon to the "llIr, 
hot he f'mpha~iU"d thne could 
be no tlilks 115 long 81 U. S. 
bomhing of Laos continues. 

A long war would take more 
AmenClin and 

" Nuw Ullr liherated area is 85 Itoe" blcH~~!~~m n~: ... CO". js load e d OlTto tru c lc b y Reds for roo 
I;.rge as North Vietoam." 

Souphanoul'ong, ... ho looked 
as if he actually enjoyed life 
in the caverns of Laos. de­
darrd Ihat "[ am rcadv to 
contmue as long as . ~l:ton 

t o surprise pa .. /II, , .tr. b, 

The oar - r lni r e mains as a reminine touch, blt other­
wIse tlli l Cambodlan I.:ir l Sh lll 'Cli the burdm 01 defence 
on an equal b .. " with the! me n In Uli s Khmer IIrmy mh. 

All are yol~eer ... The mach!ne..gwner has modltled 
fiJi Amerlcan-lriide weapon with a food can to preWlfrt 
the linked ammuntdon fr om j amm!n&', _AP photo 
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the Friendly Spies of America 
San Fralll"lJc_ 

111"1'" ... W'pri~': I\"ew.w~k reports that Air Ameti· 
ca, which M'rvc. the CIA;a Soulheul A,il, 1$ now ,me of 
Ule b.~/:C!~I U.S. &irl.~~ - raolo.illi jlllt behind National 
ana jUl' ahead o{ NorLu.lait. 

Tht &urprilt, of eour~e. ~ Ih,t It jln'l Ih' big;.:e~t. I 
IUPl"flMI it', lha ~1·Yicc. Wbo _an1.l to .'I)' lUi an alrlin. 
run toy the CIA? . 

'rake III{' caMl (If !\IilrVIn Mundi, a defnW'l.l'd l,ulh('f­
nn Ir:lnsvr~lilft wlltl w:,.~ bdnJ,l: Jhi"Il('lI homo In l'C'flri.l 
Irom Sail!un in dii;:r .. .:.:. 

Wan<!.·riui: Ihroul:h the 'fUll Som Nhul Air,lflrl. Mundi 
took a wronl: lw'n, fell Uirolll!h a 1I0I1'1I00ri :md landed io . 
I heap in Irlllli otlhe Air America ticket counter. 

."lIe:ovrns to Betsy!" uid Munch. 
"I'm ,liId )'011. know the password," the ticket agent, 

a duhin, type wcarini: a black eye paLch over hi! lert 
1M, laid as be pllt away bis .38 Aiwn-Mutin automatiC. 

Hummlna: a few bars 01 "fly tM Jo'riendJy Spir.s of 
America." 1M ai:t'nt wroUi out a ticket (or Munch in 
LDvUiblilak. blllDld 11 iD all ~\ta)' and b:al,l.~cd him a 

I FROM PAGE 1 I 
U.s. FUNDS .r ...... tion ~ 1he Fulhrlehl 
amendment • .1.1 explaiMd in 
thl. fashioa by Beay: 

TIle Fulbrl£ht arMndment 
provided that nWilfli In the 
Defence A.pprop-Iat!oa Act 
.hould be eoasa-ue<I a. 
'uthorlslll8 the use d. free 
.orld forcel In actions de_ 
signed to provide military 
support .. nd asaillUlnce to the 

I pernmenti ~ C .. mbodia or 
. LlOIi, Also nothlrw; should be 

cooltrued as l1mWrw; funds in 
the wl!hdr ..... I .. nddl58npge­
menl of US torceliin Vietnam. 

boardin!: p:lu. " Aller you .memoriu this," wbi'per.cS 
the ;!~cnt. "J!at it." 

MU~(,II Nl::ItVOUSLY di,l so. ''')1lis m~ht •• bould 
you dccld" \0 ;orccpt it ," laid th. 3J:('llt 5:rinlly. "is now 
bg:lr<l in;! U:l"ou l.,h the broom tioset. tunnel 0-12, You'll 
rr.cor,nizc il c:lsil)' . 1'11<1 aircraCt is di5riuiRCi U II Inur· 
tll!:."n walrr llUfl:llll. 

frlund, h:,,1 IIOl 11'",,1>11' {iluliu,: Ih" 1,I:mr.. It W;II Iho 
only r,,"r--rul:lIl' \ wal,'r 11II[[aln lin lhr fidel. Un W:II~ /:c.'.-(· 
rr! atlhr hIlI of thn .::m;: ..... :.Iy hy an :lllr:,elive lileW.U·U ...... 
wr:! "',,;: ,\: ... \( :: la~s"l :11111 :.I \ll;u'\( h\.)Il~I;"·he. 

'·r.oHer, I.':. or, in c;':./: of c;,plurr. by tJ,. tllrmy, 
IIC'Hlnd., ~ir?" ~ho inquired. "l'lra.-.c rllinl:uiih aU (u).el 
:a1l\J (;,s le ll YUUf 1),I,rllc:huLcs fur u\(c ..... U ... 

\)nco airborne, the pilot c.mlC back inlo Ulit e .. l,in . 
lie was wrarin/: 11Ullccl. ~ le:a\.her helmet aAd. a w\lita' 
'ilk ~c:arf. Bendin!: over Munch, he whispered in Ilis e:ar: 
"1'1115 is your c",plain, X-)32·2(B) ,pca};illll:. Wa h:avi 
rrached our cruising aUiwde of 1~ fcel.. W. bliOl;!tl 'a 
lli/:ht t imo of t ..... o hOUri and 1& minutes to our Iop.iCCret 
dc~tlOalion. Do you happen to know, 014 WP. wberl 
wl're I:oin:?" 

"I'd ]ike to 1:0 to PIorl:a," said Munch, 
",llIlIy /:0,,11 .. how thllt," I.:.id !hI! pUllt. noddlnll:. "Ii'. 

70 li:illlOleiL' rs Ihrou~h hell. But SO'I Decatur." 

AN HOUR I.ATlm, Ule pillne landed at What Dhat. 
capital of the neutr:a"~l A!i<ln kini:oonl of Cao Dn&:. 

"Good lucie, men." laid the pilot, sbakil':: .lIeh PM" 
5en.c:cr's h:lnd. "11111 plane will aoU4esltud 10 live sec­
onds." And ho led the hasly exit, waving a poiJoa-Uppe4 
umbrella ami ~huutillg, "Peoria for tM Pcori:aast" 

TIle Wllll'f hu ffalo blew up on iChedule and \lie ruui· 
tanl bl:!st l"l'pled tho neulraii,t £;ovunmc..ol, • abU)' 
cOo1lilion :!I h..:sl. 

The [lit ... t sun'eye<l the wrccka::e with atil(acUon. 
"Damn (IOC job." he said proudly. "h's hearlw&rmln& to 
know Peoria will now be on our side." 

Munch s:lid he didn't think this wa.5 Peorla, 
"Never mind," uid the pilot. "Wherevtr it I., II'. on 

our side now. And we're li:eeping alive the finest tradi· 
tions o( the CIA, It', Ule third £;ovtlnment we'n toppwd 
lhU week." 

"But why!" uked Munch. 
"ec~au5e," said lh. pilot, touinll: Ula eDd 01 his 

while i ll" Ica.r( j:auntily over ona Wlouldet, "ills there." 
• W. have taken the pasi_ 

tloo.- Bray , .. Id, "that free 
.orld toreel .ere formany 
organised units provided by 
other governments under the 
command of I\ilItlonals d. those 
governments. TIlotle would be 
regular units such as have 
been commUted by South 
Korea. Thailand, Ausa-aUa 
.. nd Ne. Zealand. 

"This amendment does not 
sppk 10 the question d.1ba1 
n&tionaia who may be serving 
as Irregulan In Laos wder 
Lao command,'" he said. 

Bray Insisted that there 
.re no Thai regular army 
trOOPS flghUng In La06_ 

The Abshire letter also 
anured C .. e that there ill no 
interlll.tional agreement au_ 
thOrising 1balland to divert 
.sslstance received under the 
Thai mi1Ltary aSlillitance tund 
to thII GOvernment ot LaO. or 
10 the 'ThaI volunteer. Operat­
ire In Laos, 

Paul Linstrom who 
headlld Remember thl;l 
Pueblo committee. He 
s tate d that he had 
Il'umed from an intelli· 
Jotl;lnce !IOurce that among 
othe r American POWs 
thl;lre are S. airmen who 
were tran s ferred to 
Chinese prisons from 
Laos between October 
1971 and January of 1972 
and that they were bein.o: 
held in Yunnan Province 
of Red China just over 
the Laotian border. He 

said that he had learned 
that four persons were 
shot down on Dec. 27, 
1971, and were being 
held prisoners in China . 
He identified four , one of 
which was Roy Townley. 

In 1975 Diane was able 
to obtain a photograph 
from another member of 
the Missing in Action 
group of families and 
friend s, that looked 
much like her father . 
The person was in a bed 
with an arm in a cast . 
She forward ed this to the 
State Depa rtment and 
they conceded that the 
picture d id have a 
definite s imilarity in the 
facial structure but that 
the results of ident ify. 
ing il as Townley were 
inconclusive. 

300 attended the 1979' 
Washington Conference 
of the MIA and POW 
National League of Fam­
ilies. This was a lot less 
than pre vious MIA and 
POW conferences be· 
cause the government 
has lately presumed 
many of them II dead. 

" 1 know. that my father 
was taken captive be· 
cause of the reporta in 
the CIA files and the 
reports that we have 
continued to receive 
from refugees coming 
out of Thailand , Laoa 
and Cambodia," Diane 
says. "' I still retain hOpe 
that with the prayers and 
continued s upport of 
those that want to help, 
that my father will be 
returned to the United 
States." 

"' c'n :.ssure you that we 
do . take precaution against 
such diversions," he said_ 
"Military assistance to 'nIa1 
forces In Thailand is carefully 
monitored, 

.Requlrements for mili_ 
tary assis tance are develOped 
In the field by the l.S military 
ass istance advisory grOl,lp In 
coosullation with our e mbassy 
in B .. ngkok and the lli Ambas_ 
!Ildor . 

"These requirements are 
valldllted itt the ~dquarters' ; 
(( the Comm.nrjer in Chief ~l 
I.S Forcell In the Pacific 
(Pearl Hsrbor') and tor_ 
"ar(led to Washln,gton. 

"111 WilshlngtOn they Uel 
jointly revie..-ed by the de_ 
partm6nl d Defence andSUlte 
before the prqrrams are 
finally approved.· _ AP 

Diane said thll.t about 
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nemy Guns Slowly Reduce to 
'e~\'tJ4""I:,clo .. f'\.I .... lt..;:,.. iU-'Jl'tr., l'j ,.!;:J 

CIA ("Fronts' LONG CHENG, Lao~ (AP) 
': ,_ What wal once a CIA base 
, 'II now a ghol.l lown, slowly 

being redueed to rubble by 
North Vielnamese ar!iIlery. 

, The ridgetop above it Is a 
holocsusl of bomb strikes and 
Incoming mortars. 

For seven days, out· 
numbered Laollan govern­
ment Iroops IUpported by 
American air power have 
boon battling Communistted 
fol'Cils for control o[ this val· 
lry, 78 miles oorth of Viell­
ti~ne, 

'rhe outcome i~ slltl In 
dOllbt. 

SCUBA CLASSES 
STARTING NOW 

NA110J>!Al cn TlFllO COURSE 
ALSO SWIMMING ClASS'S 

SKIPPER'S 
.08£, WRIGHT 5T, ~33.293' 

Sniprr fin: ClChulllI in thl! 
ruins of abandoned homes and 
offices that still bear "UIIPPV 
NClW Year" signs. Automotic 
weapons chatter when govern· 
ment lroops engage small 
bands uf inrillrators In hOIl5(.'" 
to.housc combat. 

A man can't tell wh('rt! Ih~' 
nre Is coming from unlem; he 
is hit, 

th:~%Cb'C:!~~~III:~eian'd~ 
1:1 cap 0 known as Skyline 
Ridge. Laotian troops have 
dislodlled the enemy from 
thtdr furtified hunkcl's on the 
ridgetop, but they m'.lst en· 
dure constant mortar lIre and 
repel pcriudic (.'tJlIutel"attacks. 

Impaclmg shells send up 
gl'ysers 1.11. di.rt, bOl!lbs m!u'k 
the enemy Imes With mush. 
roum clouds and thcre is a 
never·tmdinll roar uf aircrult 
engll\es and explosiuns. , 

The sky is neVI'r emply, Air 
A mer i I' II hf>li ... nnt"rs (I'rry 

'!'tlIlPM lUld SUPllli('s. J.u"I!'"r· 
lng CQl'lW planes mak" para· 
chult> drops to hard·pressed 
J;lovernmenl positiuns, ktoeplng 
away f!'Om the woodr.d bill 
Hidl'!l wlwn /!unliro craekl.'II, 
U.S. jelll and ob.~ole'l' Laotian 
bombers pound the alopi.'s. 

nnce ijU lop seer'" that It 
IltlP(!an'd on no map~, Long 
Chenj( Is a st'crel flU mul'C. 
lIut it remains a lIymhol of 
lI,S, invulvt'menl In tht' LaOr 
Ii~n war, and u focal puint In 
Iht! hillge~t dry SI!ason of I· 
ensivt, ever launeht'd bv ~nrth 
Vietn<lm in this lanQ..locked 
counll·Y· 

l"uur milrN IU!l~ Hnd a milll 
wide, the Long Cheng Vallcy 
~1'1"V\'d as a Cen!r/ll .In· 
leHiy~'nt'e Agency lI~temlLg 
\losl in the mountainous /lnd 
llIihtlJry regiOJl. It lVa~ head· 
qu,lrf"I'~ for Gen. Vall Pao'l:I 
l'I'IlI,V 1'1 tough. CIA·supported 
Meo trihesmen Irregulars, and 
II refugee camn (or 35,000 Meo 

\';\ili"n~ "s":mi'll! th,' ('I\CIII)"S 
annual incur~ion into the 
Plain of Jars, 

The vullo'v flour is 1i1l,'rOO 
Ililh villas imd vill:IRr3, mili· 
tarv !.'ompounds bristling wilh 
I'.'dio a,lIennas, !'efugt'C han'ls 
and II hillside hOIlS(' belonging 
t" KinA &wang Vathana. 

Made Profits 
Th,'/'(, Is nn air ~II'ip, hul 

f~l~:t:rl~~~ :g!~~!~ :~ ~~:~:~~'; WASHINGTON (AP) - The Central Intelligence Agency 
fh'e. has made significant profits on two of its (ront operations, CIA 

'rh" rt'!ullt'es w"r~ ('V1lt'· Director WiUiam E. Colby testified today. 
tla!('d In~1 week folluwing th( 
CUll\munist command's UII Colby told the House intelligence committee In prepared 
1)),l'ct'tientt'd, 72·hour attae~ testimony that the CIA made considerable profits from Air 
that captured til<: p.lain u America, analrllne that aided CIA efforts In SoutheastAsJa, aDd. 
JaI'N, and the resultlllg ltd l'rotnaClApensionfund 
vance ~outhwaL'd by tho Cum • 

ll1uni~t t~ops: Air America Is being disposed of while the pension fund 
Mlljor (18hlmg, erupled IIl:rt CXlfttimMII to operate, although Colby said the profits have been 

~:;d' N~y~rt L~~tL:~e,~;t;,~~::~~; turned into the Treasury sinca 1973. Colby did not epeci1y the 
!111'nt~ frum olhel' military 1',' profit levels. 
!(ilillS were floll'll. in last Sun Most oUhe CIA's fronl operations which the agency calls 
~t:~;, ~'rrh~~il' l~~':l~o:~~eh:i~~= (IrOprietaries, have ~n unprofitable, the director s~d, 

Ex·CIA 
g ~I foresee a contmulIlg need to use the proprietary me. 

Base at Long Cheng ~a::.s:~o further accomplishment o( agency operations," 

Colby defined proprietaries as "apparently commercial 
entities Utat are in reality controlled by the agency." He said, 
"Such companies provide cover and support for clandestine 
activities and enable us to curry out administrative tasks 
cliscreetly.~ 

;11,.,,1 lit" i!nuwdiat<' filii of his force~ h<ld 011 "n ~rl'al vic­
J.Olll: Chcng. lory ... We killed 8,000 and 

()Il W~dn,! . .,day, Ihe U.Ii. wounded 6,0110 lu 7,001)." 
ElIlhas~\' in Vi~nliant' tnc cap· Allhe sam{' time, V,lIlg Puo 
ilal, ;'I:i'c,'d to I~t news!nl"n ('Iaimed his fOI'ces suffered 16 
ViSll l.ong Chl'ng If they would tlcud and 85 wOlmdl'ti. 
flul' It> charter. All' Al[lc·,.jc,a Hody ball~ lying on thc air· 
Iliunl''-; alld ht'lu:op\rrs. Thl'y I~Jlt runway buck at Ban Sun 
''''m I1I"C.,tt·d by 10 host, ul Lao- ulld I<,rge uUlllhers of bUild· 
ll"n g"IIl'rals willclulIll the a g" d govnrllnwul. trooJls 
11;,1" lruill Ih,' kln\:'s 1'111<1 und rai~cd doubts nboul hiS ~llItl~' 

C0111l"l"f1l11: \'lith i.I nlllllitl'r 01 tic~~ng I'ao ulsu in~istl'd he 
UI~:~:;lll~ili';:~ A~~::ric.~~;:t'ri(,lIn~ had 8,1100 truops fighting ill th.e 
",",. l'IVlli;-'ll clull"';; Otht'l's Long Cheng ureu: The Amen· 
\\.'n· ,1I'med "nl! W,':H'In!: I'ans lu're Hilld 11 wa~ more 
,'alliUlln"I1C II!ligll(·s. Under hh' 3,OOIJ. Thl'y l'stimaltd enc'­
ruh's lUI" Il~W"nh II. tli,'.\· cOllltl my slreuglh at 11,000 alld ~altl 
nul lo (' pllulugr<lptll'd IIr 51)il 10 600 probably hlld been 
nanlt'd. nu\' ('Iluld liIelr 1"'~Spl'C- killrd so (a('. 
tll'e g(jvCJ"llllll'nl agend~~ be The Americ31\s had no eatiU 
di~cl()S(·d. alty count for Laotian ~(lvr.rn~ 

SilJj,lllg I",adl jlli~l',. (kn. 1ll'!Ilt !or('('~, bul some 01 
\,;,1111 p,,,, gn'I,tt'd VIsItors Villi!: 1'ao'$ olfict,l's privately 
11.ldllly ,lIId t"ld Iln'''1 ].lInl: admitted thl',';e were hcavy. 
t 11< II': 11"d h'l'li hll hI 6,624 Maj, Ch<lnh, C'Omlllllndt'r. of 
'lit '11\ II IllIr I I lUull,b III lh. "unil t'nlrenc:lwd .~I\ Skyh~1t' 
" , ,1 'w' ." • .,h th" I m,w<l Hu\ue. saul 28 of hlN mcn l},ld 

heen killed and 69 woundcd in 
lhe past three d:lYS, Soon al· 
t.'r Ill! spoke, Chanh becllmtl 
the 70:h wounded when a mar· 
lor frugmt!nt hit him. 

"We glot a cuople of mortar 
rllunds every 10 minutes," 
~llid Chanh as II medic. ba!ld­
Ilgt'd his h(md. "The flgbtmg 
i~ very tough," 

VluIg Pao ill~istcd: "The 
t1 n e m y cannot take Long 
Ch,'ng." . 

But he added: '''rhey WIll 
try until J"ehruary. 1'hcy ha~l' 
~uJlplics for one month and 111 
~rnall gl"nnp~ Ih('y aI'!' ~trollg 
W,' can hold them nfr." 

The general hegau ~tudying 

Read 
Gfntage 

Sunday 

n r~r·off hillside wilh his tele­
~cope. Sndd.'nly he snaplwd 
out instrllctions to one of his 
"ilh's who rl'layrd urders 
lhrough u diotelephonc, 

A U.S. jet slr('/lked dnwn 
and the hill~ide explooL>d. "I 
~!lW six encmy," said VallI: 
I'ao. "The air ~trlke got two 
1>1" Ihem. Four til go." 

~ .;~ 
'J~rrY 

Bel''' usc n P,V!. 
Are Coming 

Feb. ] ! 

Most proprietaries have fewer than ten employes, but "a 
very few of our former proprietaries, such as Radio Free Europe 
and Air America, have been fairly targe entitles," 

Radio Free Europe, which transmits broadcasts to Eaatem 
Europe, has been fl.:nded under regular congressional appro. 
priation since its link with the CIA was revealed, 

Air America ~provided cover and otherwise supported our 
efforts in Southeast Al;ia," Colby said. "Its net assets are being 
turned in to the Treasury," 

The pension fWld was deScribed by Colby'as "a financial 
enterprise Which enables the agency to administer certain 
sensitive trusts, annUities, escroW!! and insurance arrangements 
without attribution to the agency, il enables us to insure with a 
:xmtrnIled company some of our activities we could not expose 
La regular insutancecompanies, It enables us to pay annuities to 
Il\dividuals whOtie links with the U,S, government must remain """'" . 

'Beeper' Signals Are Heard More 

In the past, the proprietary companies retained their 
",ofits, Colby said, nle intelligence chief sald that by 1973 
'accumulated pronts amounted to a considerable sum" so the 
~~ was reported to Congress and used to reduce the amount -"'" However, the CIA's general counsel advised that this did 
not constitute the full appropirations process and "subsequent 
proIltI have been and will be deliVered to the Treasury," Colby -Ry JACK F'OISI"~ 

N ..... J ........ I G.~n'H , .. ,Ic. 

LO:-lG CllliNG, ["lOS _ 'rhc 
dl'l'dded sound fur an avilltor 
suddenly broke through the 
cllatt~r of our hell~opl(lr radLO 
- a ~taccllto beL'ies of beell~, 

It meant that an aircraH 

tml shi'l somcII'h,'n~ ill tht, 
ilrca. "We twar a 11L .... tlcr." 

"Yes, we've stal"l('d III<~ 
SAR (srarl'h and rcscue)," 
Cricket replied, 

l't'I'a~cd ground combat of the 
LaotIan dry season, 

ry nwnage to hit titese SOUl'. 
ing pe<lks, Ihe explosions IIrc 
mu~nifk'ti and the orunge 
nash of impact seems bright­
er whcn viewed fl"llm anulh~!' 
ridgc, 

A Pentagon official was quoted as telling the committee 
Tuesday that two U.S, intelligence agencies split over whether 
~ troop movements in 1973 meant maneuveT8 or an ...... 

II'U$ down somewh,'re in thl;! 
rugllcd area below us alld ,a 
survivor had turned on hIS 
vest·pocket eml'rgt'ney radIO. 

The "beeper" has an UI'yent 
m",%age - "fo'md me - get 
me out of hl'rr," ' 

Our Air ,\uwril'a IwJicopte" 
creWlUllll flr$l It'll thl'uugh his 
HII'n "Mlrvil'l,l jack!'I" h(' was 
In'army to be sure his "bee. 
Jl~l''' h1<d not uccident,dly IICU, 
val,'d. 

0111' lulot sWllchc'd 1'1Idio fre. 
'IlL c n c i e 5 and conlacted 
"Cri<'kN," the alrliol'lH' con· 

It was laler Icurnlod Ih~ air. 
craft duwni'd by North Viel. 
nanwse anti-aircraft fin! W,IS 
a tao-piloted (Jghlcr.bornbllr 
known as thc "Mighty Mile." 
'I'he result of the BAR was not 
revt>lIled. 

"Beepers" 501lnd wilh dis. 
trl'SSlng frcqul'ncy thl'5e dal's 
liS the air war in Laos helits 
up in 1Ini$on with the Ill-

III the fight to hold outo 
!.ong Clwllg, the key airbase 
III the war in northern Laos, 
thl' U.S, mitt !.ao air forces 
ItIlYf' poundt'<i North Vi('tnam. 
l'se "rmy IJUsitioul; on Ih,' 
ridgl's around Long Cheng 101' 
ml)l"t~ than a week. 

EWIl Ihe SJl(!ctacular pin. 
Ilal'lI's of G/'('y Rock havi' 
bl'('11 hil hy the Lao 1'.211 
"Mighty Mit(!s" In some mad. 
1';'1' llyiul1, When the small 
1t"'lIhs lutd nH'kcts Iht'y cur_ 

This is the first aulho!'il.~d 
visit of newsmen to this 101lt!. 
w~ret base, This may be " bit 
of II show arranged for our 
bt'llefil. Bul Gener<li Vang 
I'au, Ihe flamboyant :.11'0 Irib­
ill gl'neral who commalld~ the 
dd"udet'N of LonJl Chl'lIg 
SI\·(,III'.5 that hI' can sw 1~I1t'I11) 
obsl'rv((lion pONls on th" 1)111-

Dr. Robert C. HaU, asSistant secretary of defense for 
intelligence, said publicly that the advance intelligence also was 
disexlunted by Israoll officials. The Israeli officlalshaveadmiUed 
they were caughtby surprise by the Egyptian attack, which set 
off a Midea&t war, 

Hall refused to say If the disagreement was between the 
u.s. military intelligence agencies and the CIA, Colby also 
rehl<;(O(f Thesday nil~ht to !lIIV If the CIA was one of the two 

Frequently in Heated Laotian BaHle 
1""'I,'s, He pllrsOlllllly directs 
hI' r"din Ihe tiny T·2&; into the 
l"l"~d. Wlll'll a "Mighty Mlic" 
pi")1 n'le"sl's his bombs Irom 
I"" Iligh an altitude, the gen. 
.'I.d roar~ out his anger. 

"\\'1' knock them out, the 
rlll'l'I), no more can shoot his 
h'~ gUllS accurately Inlo thl;! 
h"",:" he explains in broken 
~:n':llsh. 

Vang Pao, alll'll)"s I'xub"r· 
alit III hiS figur('s, riallm the 
'-"llg Cheng hase, located ill a 
\ah,,\· Ibllr milt,s lon~ and a 
JllIl.· wid('. has been hit by 

SUIIH! 6,000 rouud$ uf Norlb 
Vi('lnllnlc~e arlily heavy artil· 
lery ~hells. 

M 0 r e cunscrvative esti. 
matt's put the number at 
about 300, still a pounding for 
lhe ba~e. The usphalt and 
gra\'el airstrip has nol been 
Ct'atered. However, it's un· 
useable by fixed·wing planes 
because they most. fly low 
over enemy-held I'ldges to 
land. 

In addition 10 lhe "Mi~hty 
Mal's" and their nrche~tnl\lon 
by Vallg Pao, the American 

Air Jo'urce base in Thailand 
send~ over relays of silvt'ry 
1-'-4 l'hllniom jels wilh then' 
more JIllwel'iul bombing di· 
l'ectt'(i by Ameri~an air can· 
trollej·s in their light spotter 
plan~s. 

Sometimes in the distance 
we also hear the rumble of 
B--52 big bomber attacks. Usu· 
ally they are made in three­
plane formations, dropping a 
combined total of 300 bombs, 

Central Intelligence A~encI' 
and Al\lcrit-an ,\iD nllSstoll 
ehartercd lran~portti, floll'lI by 

pilots 01 Air America and Can· 
tinental Airways, also fill the 
skies, dropping supplics to 
Lao army furces or ealTying 
rice 10 Ihc) mountain peopl(O 
who have fled lI:om the war 
lOne. 

By almost every large Meo 
t:ibal village of thatched hUis 
tlere is a dirt airstrip where 
gn all transports known as 
"plII'ters" can land and stop 
wil lin the length of a toolba,l 
fie \ d. Other porters hal'e 
, , b·, m b ba~~" for para. 
rlrll"l.ing supplies. 
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Most 
Yonks 

Got Out 
CMnIII ............... _ " ... 

SAIGOM-The Unit­
ed StatH pulled Dut 
of Vietnam Tuesday. 
All but a handful of 
American, Red the 
country aboard Marin. 
heUcoptws by earl y 
Wednesday and lelt it 
up to the Vi.tname .. 
)0 find peace. 

The Amer 
~~e~ ~t . 
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An A1r America bellcoplW ~ __ 
~u- ... .c..- lIP U. 1WdeJ" on \011 01. • 
Sa1tPl blli.ldlnc on 1'lIeNll. - IIPlptQCD 

J. 

SAIGON (AP) - The Saigon gov­
ernment surrendered unconditionally 
to the Viet Cong Wednesday, ending 
30 years of bloodshed. 

"'. surrender was announced by President 
Duong Van "Big" Minh in a fiv ... minut. radio 
add,.. •. 

AI h. spoke, the city of Saigon fell quiet 
and .hellfi ... ub.ided. 

Minh u.id: 
'"The republic of Vietnam policy it: the policy of peace 

and reconciliation, aimed at .. vin, the blood of our people. 
I uk all aervicemen to ,top firin, and ltay where you are. 
I .lao demand that the IOldien of the ProvWonaJ. Revolu· 
tionary Government (PRG) ltop finn, and stay in pt.oe. 

"We are here waiting for the provisional revolutionary 
government to hand over the authority in order to stop 
uaeleu bloodshed." 

·On the same Saigon radio broadcut, Gen. Nguyen 
Huu Hmh, deputy chief of staff. called on all South Viet­
namese generals. officers and servicemen st all levels to 
carty out Minh's orden. 

..,AII...-_ .. __ ..... __ .. " .-' --_.' •• 
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4TH GRADE AIR AMERICA SCHOOL UOORN, THAILAND 

:..1 l... 
BETH, MARY, DONNA, DONALD, BOBBY FELDER, VICKIE KENDALL THAI DANCE GROUP LUCY LUCKEn 

JENNY & PHIL PEYTON & CHILDREN 

THAI OANCE GROUP BACK TO THE SAW MILL 



KRIS DENSLEY • LISA DENSLEY, MIKE CASH 

PAT, LINDA, DIANE GRIFFIN, TAMMY ROOOERS 
UDORN CHEERLEADERS 

KRIS DENSLEY 

TEDDY, MIKE & PENNY CASH 

. 
BOBBY KENDALL & WES HUTCHINSON 

~ 
CHEERLEADERS PENNY CASH, DIANE GRIFFIN 

l. 

( 

-. • 

KRIS DENSLEY 

KRIS & TARA DENSLEY 

UOORN PEP TEAM 



gl3lll ... , "" , 
KIM ROLSTON, VICKIE KENDALL BIRTHDAYS ARE FUN ' 

MIMI SAULT & KINDERGARTEN 

HE 'S GOT A BOO BOO! 
WES HUTCHINSON, DONALD FELDER 

ABBY JEALOUS WITH THA I SCHOOL CHILDREN BANKOK ZOO 

OKAY, TED WE MAY NEVER GET BACK TO THE STATES SO WE 'VE GOT TO 
LEARN AN ORIENTAL TRADE . TED & TIM BRUNER 

JIM & TED 

I REALLY HAD THE MUMPS 
VICK IE KENDALL 

THAILAND 12/69 

BOBBY FELDER, CHRIS THER IAULT 



-ABBY JEALOUS, HEATHER & JENNIFER KLINE 

, . 

THIS IS THE ROYAL COURT . 

DENSLEY FAMILY , SAIGON 

KRIS & TARA DENSLEY, MICHAEL BASHAM. KOOl 

SIMON ZOO 

MICHELLE LISTER, TARA DENSLEY 

FNS-154 , UODRN POOL. LISA SMITH 

PART OF THE CHILDREN'S PLAYING SCENE WALKING THEIR DOGS. DENSLEY 
GIRLS. 

TARA DENSLEY, GARAY HITCHMAN 



CATHY CASH, PAT CASH , DIANNE GRIFFIN , PENNY 
CASH 

MELISA & JOHN RUDOLPH 

JASON TOMPSON 

BOB KENDALL, PAYATTA BEACH 

FUTURE CROW 

B,J. RUEK, LOIS , CHRISTA BRADY 

• 
KIPPE DENSLEY , TOM GRADY, SAMANTHA CAMPBELL 

TARA & KRIS DENSLEY 

BEN DENSLEY , KRIS DENSLEY 

DANNY & BEN DENSLEY 

VICKIE KENDALL. WE 'RE GOING TO TENNESSEE 

TIFFANY JOHNSON. BLOW HARD. 



TINA SCHULZE, ALVIN, TX, 1983. 

MISS LlSOLTA WALDHEIM 
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MAD RIVER SMALL FRY 
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CONNIE AND NORA SEIGRIST, LV OCT. '83. 

SAM HALL 

ELIZABETH ANN LASHOMB, AGE 2 YRS, 3 MO .. DEC. '68. UDORN, 
THAILANO. 

unLE ASIAN GAMES: TOP ROW: GEORGE 
FE INO, BURT BRIGIDA, VERN BLACK, MIKE 
CASH, RAYMOND OICKENSON, BRUCE 
EMERY. WES HUTCHISON; BOnOM ROW: 
PAT CASH, VAL TIMKO. DONNA WILLIAMS, 
CHAI MEl UU, KAREN BARNES. JILL 
THERIAULT, LILLIAN DICKENSON, TERRI 
EMERY. 



Trom tb~ 
trOl)t l.il)~s 

DUANE KEELE, IF MY LEFT NOSE ITCHES THEN I TURN 
RIGHT . 

GARY CONNEllY, IN OUEST OF THE FBC . 

FROM THE BACKSIDE OF MIDNIGHT; YOU'VE COME A 
LONG WAY · BABY! WOULD YOU BELIEVE L54? 

HAL MILLER, HEY BOY, CO ME HERE, I'M GONNA MAKE 
YOU A STAR! 

IT WOULDN 'T FLY BECAUSE THERE WAS 
ONE ROTOR TOO MANY ! 

DON H __ . PUT ME ON THE SCHEDULE WILL THEY? 
JUST WAIT TILL I GET A HOLD OF KOCKIE . HUH TED! 

ELMER MUNSElL. HOPE YOU CAN OUIT FLYING LONG 
ENOUGH TO CHECK ON YOUR MERCURY MINE AND CEo 
MENT MINE AND .. 

FRAN K BONANSINGA'S MOTHER, IRMA WITH CADDIE-­
DON"-
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"ANYBODY SEEN A BIG GREEN HELICOPTER? I'M SURE 
I PARKED IT RIGHT HERE". OON HENTHORN. PAKSE 
AIRSTRIP, LAOS. 

"DEAR MR, DAWSON, IT'S NOT AT ALL LIKE YOU TOLD 
ME OVER HERE." GARY CONNOll Y, CAPT. 

" I'VE BEEN IN LAOS ONE YEAR." TIM WooZLEY, CAPT. OVER LONG THEIN , 
LAOS. BRINGING UP THE TAIL OF THE FaG. 

THE THAI CONNECTION . BOON RAT, COM-INTRA, 
CAPT.; TOM BAI VAl, F.M. 

ARE WE GOING OUT AGAIN?? 

JOE GACULIAS 

..",.. / \ 

"~ I WISH HE WOULD WAKE UP I CAN 'T FIND THE FLIGHT 
DIRECTOR SWITCH." ROGER COOK. 

OUBINSKI, SITE 59 

"ALERTNESS WAS A MAJOR TRAIT OF ALL THE AIR 
AMERICA PILOTS" GARY CONNOLLY, CAPT. 

SAVING HIS ENERGY 


