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FLIGHT IN RAIN

Courtesy of: Flight Safety Foundation

An error in vision can occur when flying in rain. The presence of rain on the wind-
screen of an aircraft, in addition to causing poor visibility, introduces a refraction error.
This error is due to two things. First, the reduced transparency of the rain-covered wind-
screen which causes the eye to indicate a horizon below the true -one {because of the eye
response to the relative brightness of the upper bright part and the lower dark part) and
second, the shape and pattern of the ripples formed on the windscreen, particularly on
sloping ones, which cause objects to appear lower than they are. The error may be present
as a result of one or another of the two causes, or of both, in which case it is cumulative,
and is of the order of about 5 in angie or about 1 in 12. Therefore, a hitl top or peak
one half mile ahead of a plane could appear to. be 200 feet lower than it actually is, as
illustrated below
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“CAUTION IS THE OLDEST CHILD OF WISDOM”

Now it’s on tlieié‘_ ﬁlilfa'ph";-= e

IF YOU WORK FOR A MAN. ..

If you work for @ man, in Heaven's name
work for him. If he pays you wages which
supply you bread and butter, work for him,
speak well of him, stand by him and stand
by the institution he represents. If put to
a pinch, an ounce of loyalty is worth a pound
of cleverness. If you must villify, condemn
and eternally disparage...resign your posi-
tion, and when you are outside, damn to your

‘heart’s content, but as long as you are part

of the institution do not condemn it. If you
do that you are Ioosening the tendrils that
are holding you to the institution, and at
the first high wind that comes aIOng, you
will be uprooted and blown away, and prob-
ably never know the reason why.

.Elbert Hubbard

AIR HISTORY (ltem 23)

May 16, 1908. The first successful
recorded flight in Great Britain was made
on this date. The flight was made by an
American, Samuel F. Cody, of Birdville,
Texas, who developed the airplane which
made the flight. Its powerplant was a 15
hp. engine of French design whose original
function was to propel the first British di-
rigible, also piloted by Cody. (The power-
plant had to he returned to the dirigible
occasionally for test purposes.)

-The airplane’s second flight on Septem-
ber 29, was longer than the first (78 yards).
On October 16, Cody made a flight of 496
yards. This adventure ended with Sam Cody
and his flying machine hung up in .a stand
of trees after he had achieved an altitude .
of 50-60 feet. _

Miraculously, ‘Cody was not badly hurt
and enough of the airplane survived to re-
build it and re-equip it with a 50 hp. engine
which incorporated ignition and carburation
improvements. -

Courtesy: FAA Aviation News

CORRECTION: In AIR HISTORY (ltem 22)

We unintentionally omitted the name
of the French aviation pioneer who made a
circular flight of about one mile, averaging
54 mph., at Issy, France. He was Henri
Farman — ED.
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“SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT"




