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forces in Vietnam for the month of October 1968. Its pur­
pose is to update similar historical reports covering the 
period from March 1965 through September 1968. 

GROUP 2 
Exempted from automatic 
downgrading by CG FMFPAC 

UNClASSIFIED 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

UNCLASSIFIED

This is a summary of activities of US Marine Corps
forces in Vietnam for the month of October 1968. Its pur-
pose is to update similar historical reports covering the

period from March 1965 through September 1968.
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SUMIv1AR'l ~vU_U' _____ _ 

III .MA[<'>ts mohile stl'iking power--with 20 largel.mit 
operations during Oclober--focused on the enemy's lines of 
comn:umication and known and suspected base areas in all five 
pro\rinces of I CTZ. Opporttmities for decisive cOlnbat TO­

rnained tUIC0l1lH10Il, however, as the eneIUY gravitated toward 
his secure areas at an accelerated pace, forced there by the 
combination of year-long punishrnen.t froll1 Free World fOl'CCS 

and the soasonal arrival of bad weather. On only t.."vo occa­
sions did he risk exposure of a substantial troop concentration, 
and in both instances l he was soundly defeated by cornplernent ~ 
ing II! !v1AF a.nd AJ:ZVN operations. The first occurred during 
early Octobert when a 1v1arine and ARVN counterattack frag­
nwnted a lnajor enerny aUernpt to l'educ.:~ the Special .Forces 
camp at Thuong Duel and the latter in the eastern DlvlZ, where 
III MAF and ARVN units combined to kin 410 NVA in a three­
day battle northeast of Con Thien du:d.ng 23-25 October. 

Monsoon flooding along fhecoa.stal lowlands forced 
guerrillas to surface, and cOIl.seqmmtly diminished their activ­
ity; it also ha.:mpered III MAF smal1l1nit operations. Despite 
the restrictions affecting the antagonists, accow1ting for a 
10% decrease from III MAF Scpteniber activity, Marino (H.ld 

US Arrny lmits deployed 14,333 patrols} ambushes, and sweep 
operations to maintain heavy pressure on local enclny forces; 
285 enemy were killed, 118 captured., and 42 weapons seized 
in the 702 contacts established. In addition, Marine deep rc­
connaissance patrols scored 389 kills as they rnol1itored and 
attacked eneluy units trafficking between rnountainous base 
areas and the coastal plains. 

During October,Kit CarsouScQuts tallied 182 enemy 
killed or apprehended1 229 mines or explosive devices dis­
covered, and 164 caves, tunnels, and caches located. Eni­
ploying knowledge gained as guerrillas, the Scouts provided 
III MAF tllli.tS with a distinct advantage during the 2, 182 pa­
trols they accompanied. 
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III MAF's mobile striking power--with 20 large unit

operations during ctober-=focused on the enemy's lines of
communication and known and suspected base areas in all five

provinces of I CTZ. Opportunities for decisive combat re-
mained uncommon, however, as the enemy gravitated toward
his secure areas at an accelerated pace, forced there by the

combination of year-long punishment from Free World forces
and the seasonal arrival of bad weather. On only two occa-
sions did he risk exposure of a substantial troop concentration,
and in both instances, he was soundly defeated by complement -
ing III MAF and ARVN operations. The first occurred during
early October, when a Marine and ARVN counterattack frag-
mented a major enemy attempt to reduce the Special Forces
camp at Thuong Duc, and the latter in the eastern DMZ, where
III MAF and ARVN units combined to kill 410 NVA in a three-
day battle northeast of Con Thien during 23-25 October.

Monsoon flooding along the coastal lowlands forced

guerrillas to surface, and consequently diminished their activ-

ity; it also hampered III MAF small unit operations. Despite
the restrictions affecting the antagonists, accounting for a

10% decrease from III MAF September activity, Marine and
US Army units deployed 14,333 patrols, ambushes, and sweep
operations to maintain heavy pressure on local enemy forces;
285 enemy were killed, 118 captured, and 42 weapons seized
in the 702 contacts established. In addition, Marine deep re -

connaissance patrols scored 389 kills as they monitored and
attacked enemy units trafficking between mountainous base
areas and the coastal plains.

During October, Kit Carson Scouts tallied 182 enemy
killed or apprehended, 229 mines or explosive devices dis-

covered, and 164 caves, tunnels, and caches located. Em-

ploying knowledge gained as guerrillas, the Scouts provided
III MAF units with a distinct advantage during the 2,182 pa-
trols they accompanied.
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Hevolutionary Development took impressive strides 

during October, with a record 617 infrastructure kills, bring­
ing to 3, 155 the nunlber of infrastru~ture personalities elinli­
nated by RD thu,g far du.ring 1968. PhoeniK.-Phu.ng Hoang activ­
ities in Thua Thien province alone ferreted out 249 VC infra­
structure m.embers and assisted 227 of the total 347 I CTZ 
ralHers who returned to GVN control. 

Pre-Tet pacification levels were regained for the first 
time in October, with an end-month record of 839,579 Viet­
namese civilians residing in 93 secure villages in I CTZ. And 
t\vo additional villages, south along Route 1 from Quang Td 
City, were added to the ill MAF pacification program. :Marine 
and PopL1.lar Force soldiers, prosecuting the Combined Action 
Program" accounted, for 253 enenlY killed or taken prisoner, 
and captured 70 weapons during the m(:mth l bringing the 1968 
enerny losses to this program. to nearly 2,500 personnel and 
650 weapons. 

Enemy rocketeers were noticeably inactive, m.ost likely 
due to restrictions inlposed by the monsoon and ill MAF sat­
uration patrolling; they failed to launch a single October rocket 
attack against the Danang vital area. 

Cantonment construction resulllOd its normal pace in 
October, following September 18 Typhoon Be 53 setback, as Dong 
Ha recorded 1000/0 base construction completion and the Camp 
Evans, Hue/Phu Bai~ and Quang Triprojects neared comple­
tion Cit end-rnonth. 

The highest cargo tonnages ever recorded flowed 
through r CTZ ports during the month, with an increase of 
18,776 JvI/T over the record May 1968 incoming cargo total 
and ahnost 1,000 tons over thep:revious backload high of 
269,578, also a May 1968 feat. 

.'.'.' .. '; ............ ".~,.".''''~ 
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Revolutionary Development took impressive strides

during October, with a record 617 infrastructure kills, bring-
ing to 3, 155 the number of infrastructure personalities elimi-

nated by RD thus far during 1968. Phoenix-Phung Hoang activ-
ities in Thua Thien province alone ferreted out 249 VCinfra-
structure members and assisted 227 of the total 347 I CTZ
ralliers who returned to GVN control.

Pre -Tet pacification levels were regained for the first
time in October, with an end-month record of 839,579 Viet-
namese civilians residing in 93 secure villages in I CTZ. And
two additional villages, south along Route 1 from Quang Tri

City, were added to the III MAF pacification program. Marine
and Popular Force soldiers, prosecuting the Combined Action

Program, accounted for 253 enemy killed or taken prisoner,
and captured 70 weapons during the month, bringing the 1968

enemy losses to this program to nearly 2, 500 personnel and
650 weapons.

Enemy rocketeerswere noticeably inactive, most likely
due to restrictions imposed by the monsoon and III MAF sat-
uration patrolling; they failed to launch a single October rocket
attack against the Danang vital area.

Cantonment construction resumed its normal pace in
October, following September's Typhoon Bess setback, as Dong
Ha recorded 100% base construction completion and the Camp
Evans, Hue/ Phu Bai, and Quang Tri projects neared comple-
tion at end-month.

The highest cargo tonnages ever recorded flowed
through I CTZ ports during the month, with an increase of

18,776 M/T over the record May 1968 incoming cargo total

and almost 1,000 tons over the previous backload high of

269,578, also a May 1968 feat.
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! '--~"~~ ___ ." ___ . ___ .. "~ Despite the poor weather prevailing throughout r CTZ. 
Marine aviators flew 6,862 fixed wing sorties during the month, 
5,349 of which were in support of Free World and ARVN forces 
operating in South Vietnam, and 1,513 against selecteden{nny 
redoubts in North Vietnam and Laos. Pilots of the 1st 1vtirine 
Aircraft Wing and Special Landing-Forces Alia and Bravo 
transported a record number of passengers (121,296) and cargo 
(12,586 tons) while amassing 61,259 helicopter sorties. 

Effective deployment of ARVN com.bat units in the field, 
often over extensive periods of time, has gradually intensified 
friendly striking power in r CTZ.ARVN commanders have 
become increasingly aware of tactical situations,and following 
the crucial test of their mettle inlposed during the Tet offen­
sive, have proven their ability to take to the field and consis­
tently extract impressive victories from a formidable opponel1.t. 
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Despite the poor weather prevailing throughout I CTZ,

Marine aviators flew 6, 862 fixed wing sorties during the month,
5,349 of which were in support of Free World and ARVNforces

operating in South Vietnam, and 1,513 against selected enemy
redoubts in North Vietnam and Laos. Pilots of the 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing and Special Landing Forces Alfa and Bravo
transported a record number of passengers (121, 296) and cargo
(12,586 tons) while amassing 61, 259 helicopter sorties.

Effective deployment of ARVN combat units in the field,
often over extensive periods of time, has gradually intensified

friendly striking power in I CTZ. ARVN commanders have
become increasingly aware of tactical situations, and following
the crucial test of their mettle imposed during the Tet offen-
sive, have proven their ability to take to the field and consis-
tently extract impressive victories from a formidable opponent.
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LARGE UNIT OPERATIONS 

Light, irregular contact characterized the ill MAF and Sev­
enth Fleet Special Landing Force operations - 20 in a1l - during 
October. A factor contributing to the limited action was the mon­
soonal weather, as heavy rains imposed restrictions on maneuver­
ability and visibility in the middle two weeks of the month; however, 
the enexnyts forced retrogression toward more secure areas re­
mains the xnajor cause for the protracted low level of coxnbat ob­
taining in I CTZ. Despite enemy attempts at general disengage­
ment, the xnobile striking power of ill MAF large unit operations 
accounted for Z, 540 NVA/VC killed and 15Z captured - a depletion 
equivalent of more than an enemy regiment. 

The locations of October large unit operations are shown be-
low. 

III MAF AND SlF OPERATIONS . OCTOBER 1968 

25 50 
! I 

Kilometers 

US ARMY 

COMANCHE FALlS 11 Sep·Cont. 
3 USA Bas 

JED STUART III 17 May·Cont. 
G USA Bns 

NEVADA EAGLE 17 May·Cont. 
9 USA Bns 

15 DUKES GLADE 2·9 Oct 
1 USA Bn 

16 WHEELER/WAlLOWA 11 Sep 67·Cont. 
4 USA Bns 

17 BURLINGTON TRAIL 8 Apr·Cont. 
3 USA Bas 

18 LOGAN FIElD 7·12 Oct 
1 UsA h 

19 VERNON LAKE 25 Oct·Cont. 
3 USA hs 

20 DALE COMMON 18·19 Oct 
I USA B. 

L.ARGE UNIT OPERATIONS 
CASUAL TIES* 

NVA/VC III MAF 

146 Killed 

932 Wounded 

DECLASSIFIED 

USMC 
SCOTLAND II 15 Apr·Cont 

G USMC BIS 
LANCASTER II 21 Jan·Cont. 

4 USMC Bns 
KENTUCKY 1 Noy·Conl. 

3 USA lis 

4 NAPOLEON/SALINE 29 Feb·Conl 
1 USMC BI 

OWEN MESA 26 Sep·14 Oct 
1 USMC Bn 

TALLEDEGA CANYON 30 Sep·5 Oct 
1 USMC DA 

10 EAGER HUNTER/GARRARD BAY 
25 Oct·Cont. 

I USMC Bt 
11 MAMElUKE THRUST 18 May·23 Oct 

3 USMC DIs 
12 SABINE DRAW 28 Oct·Cont. 

1 USMC BI 
MAUl PEAK 8·19 Oct 

3 USMC hs 
HENDERSON HILL 23 Oct·Cont. 

3 USMC Bas 
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LARGE UNIT OPERATIONS

Light, irregular contact characterized the III MAF and Sev-
enth Fleet Special Landing Force operations - 20 in all - during
October. A factor contributing to the limited action was the mon-
soonal weather, as heavy rains imposed restrictions on maneuver-
ability and visibility in the middle two weeks of the month; however,
the enemy1s forced retrogression toward more secure areas re-
mains the major cause for the protracted low level of combat ob-

taining in I CTZ. Despite enemy attempts at general disengage-
ment, the mobile striking power of III MAF large unit operations
accounted for 2, 540 NVA/VC killed and 152 captured - a depletion
equivalent of more than an enemy regiment.

The locations of October large unit operations are shown be-
low.

III MAF AND SLF OPERATIONS . OCTOBER 1968

USMC
1 SCOTLAND II 15 Apr-Cont.

6 USMC Bas

2 LANCASTER II 21 Jan-Cont.320 5025 4 USMC BnsDONG
3 KENTUCKY 1 Nov-Cont.1Kilometers

3 USA BRS5KHE
4 NAPOLEON/SALINE 29 Feb-Cont.6

1 USMC Bn
HUEUS ARMY 8 OWEN MESA 26 Sep-14 Oct

1 USMC BA5 COMANCHE FALLS 11 Sep-Cont.
9 TALLEDEGA CANYON 30 Sep-5 Oct3 USA Bas 8 1 USMC BR

6 JEB STUART III 17 May-Cont.
10 EAGER HUNTER/GARRARD BAY6 USA Bns

25 Oct-Cont.DAWING1 NEVADA EAGLE 17 May-Cont.
USMC Ba9 USA Bns

13 11 MAMELUKE THRUST 18 May-23 Oct15 DUKES GLADE 2-9 Oct 12 AN
3USMC BNSUSA Bn 14 15 12 SABINE DRAW 28 Oct-Cont.16 WHEELER/WALLOWA 11 Sep 67-Cont. 16
1 USMC BnUSA Bns

KY MAUI PEAK 6-19 Oct1317 BURLINGTON TRAIL 8 Apr-Cont.
3 USMC Bus3 USA Bus 17

18 LOGAN FIELD 7-12 Oct 14 HENDERSON HILL 23 Oct-Cont.
3 USMC BusUSA Ba

19 VERNON LAKE 25 Oct-Cont. 18
3 USA Bus

20 DALE COMMON 18-19 Oct
USA Bn 19

LARGE UNIT OPERATIONS 20
CASUALTIES *

NVA/VC III MAF
2,540 Killed 148 Killed

152 Captured 932 Wounded

UNCLASSIFIED

985 Weapons and evacuated

* Includes 1,069 enemy killed and 140 enemy and 603 weapons captured by US Army operations.US Army casualties: 73 killed and 428 wounded and evacuated.
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uperations in Central I CTZ 

Eight of the 20 US large unit operations in progress 
during October were executed in Qua:ng Nam, where m MAF 
concentrated a strong effort to seek out and destroy elements 
of the 13 main and local force VC and regular NVA battalions 
known to operate in the central province of I CTZ. These ac­
tions were distinguished by a singular lack of major Ullit bat­
tles, due, in part, to periods of heavy rain and flooding, but 
more significantly to the enemy's refJlsal of seriol,ls combat. 
Subjected, since the first of the year, to a constant interlacing 
of his assembly areas and lines of communication by m MAF, 
ARVN, and ROKMC operations, the enemy has been forced 
largely to withdraw to more secure p_ositions. Only in the An 
Hoa and Thuong Duc. areas southwest of Danang was there con­
tinued enemy activity. There, two Marine operations (MAUl 
PEAK executed in support of Thuong Duc, and MAMELUKE 
THRUST in the An Hoa basin) successfully countered enemy 
units contesting the region. 

-Operation MAUl PEAK 

The action at Thuong Duc began during late September, 
when the enemy moved elements of at least two NV A regiments 
(21st and 31st) into positions ringing the Special Forces camp 
there. Deployed thusly, he initiated a concentrated effort to 
reduce this friendly installation during the latter part of the 
month, employing a series of ground attacks supported by con­
tinuous mortar, RPG rocket, and heavy ?lachine gun fire. 

The enemy's designs on the Special Forces camp at 
Thuong Duc are not difficult to comprehend. Situated athwart 
a major communications axis leading from A Shau Valley into 
central Quang Nam, thence to the II C.'T Z central highlands. 
the outpost has been a source of irritation, to the enemy since 
1966. Successful elimination-of the 'n1.uong Duc garrison 
would facilitate overland movement of troops and supplies and, 
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Operations in Central I CTZ

Eight of the 20 US large unit operations in progress
during October were executed in Quang Nam, where III MAF
concentrated a strong effort to seek out and destroy elements
of the 13 main and local force VC and regular NVA battalions
known to operate in the central province of CTZ. These ac-
tions were distinguished by a singular lack of major unit bat-

tles, due, in part, to periods of heavy rain and flooding, but
more significantly to the enemy's refusal of serious combat.
Subjected, since the first of the year, to a constant interlacing
of his assembly areas and lines of communication by III MAF,
ARVN, and ROKMC operations, the enemy has been forced
largely to withdraw to more secure positions. Only in the An
Hoa and Thuong Duc areas southwest of Danang was there con-
tinued enemy activity. There, two Marine operations (MAUI
PEAK executed in support of Thuong Duc, and MAMELUKE
THRUST in the An Hoa basin) successfully countered enemy
units contesting the region.

-Operation MAUI PEAK

The action at Thuong Duc began during late September,
when the enemy moved elements of at least two NVA regiments
(21st and 31st) into positions ringing the Special Forces camp
there. Deployed thusly, he initiated a concentrated effort to
reduce this friendly installation during the latter part of the

month, employing a series of ground attacks supported by con-
tinuous mortar, RPG rocket, and heavy machine gun fire.

The enemy's designs on the Special Forces camp at

Thuong Duc are not difficult to comprehend. Situated athwart
a major communications axis leading from A Shau Valley into
central Quang Nam, thence to the II CTZ central highlands,
the outpost has been a source of irritation to the enemy since
1966. Successful elimination of the Thuong Duc garrison
would facilitate overland movement of troops and supplies and,
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equally important, would provide the enemy a much needed 
victory upon which to close a heretofore undistinguished SUIn­

mer campaign. As an additional bonus, the relative isolation 
of the difficult terrain- surrounded outpost, coupled with the 
advent of the northeast monsoon, offered the enemy some hope 
of achieving a quick success and a subsequent, unscathed with­
drawal to his safe areas before friendly combat power could 
be marshaled in counterattack. 

However, characteristic of his past large-scale of­
fensive maneuvers, the enemy again underestimated the 
swiftness with which US supporting arms firepower could be 
brought to bear against his troop concentrations. Radio bea­
con-guided Marine A-6A' s , flying in ~lose support of the camp 
defenders, were instrumental in halting NV A main thrusts 
against the garrison on 28 and 29 September. Thereafter, 
through mid-October, two beacon-eQllipped forward air con­
troller (FAC) teams remained at Thuong Due, thus maintain­
ing an all-weather air attack capability, concurrent with ar­
tillery fires, against targets of opportunity. 

When, despite heavy losses to friendly firepower dur­
ing the last three days of September, the enemy persisted in 
haras sing Thuong Duc with mortar a!l.d probing ground attacks, 
III MAF launched a regimental, heliborne/ground assault to 
eliminate enemy pressure on the outpost. Initiated on 6 Oc­
tober, the 7th Marine Regiment-controlled Operation MAUL 
PEAK involved heliborne landings of 2d Battalion, 7th Ma­
rines three miles northwest of Thuong Due, and 3d Battalion, 
5th Marines three miles southeast oLthe camp, while 2d Bat­
talion, 5th Marines executed a feint along the Vu Gia river 
valley and blocked enemy avenues of escape to the east. Fol­
lowing 2d Battalion, 7th Marines into the northwest landing 
zone, code-named Vulture, were two battalions of the 51st 
ARVN Regiment, conducting OperatiQn HUNG QUANG 1-74, 
companion to MA ur PEAK. In reserve, to exploit sizable 
contacts developed by the coordinated III MAF / ARVN effort, 
were 1st Battalion, 1st Marines and two battalions of ARVN 
Rangers. 
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equally important, would provide the enemy a much needed

victory upon which to close a heretofore undistinguished sum-
mer campaign. As an additional bonus, the relative isolation

of the difficult terrain-surrounded outpost, coupled with the

advent of the northeast monsoon, offered the enemy some hope
of achieving a quick success and a subsequent, unscathed with-
drawal to his safe areas before friendly combat power could
be marshaled in counterattack.

However, characteristic of his past large-scale of-

fensive maneuvers, the enemy again underestimated the
swiftness with which US supporting arms firepower could be
brought to bear against his troop concentrations. Radio bea-
con-guided Marine A-6A's, flying in close support of the camp
defenders, were instrumental in halting NVA main thrusts

against the garrison on 28 and 29 September. Thereafter,
through mid-October, two beacon-equipped forward air con-
troller (FAC) teams remained at Thuong Duc, thus maintain-
ing an all-weather air attack capability, concurrent with ar-
tillery fires, against targets of opportunity.

When, despite heavy losses to friendly firepower dur-
ing the last three days of September, the enemy persisted in

harassing Thuong Duc with mortar and probing ground attacks,
III MAF launched a regimental, heliborne/ground assault to
eliminate enemy pressure on the outpost. Initiated on 6 Oc-

tober, the 7th Marine Regiment-controlled Operation MAUI
PEAK involved heliborne landings of 2d Battalion, 7th Ma-
rines three miles northwest of Thuong Duc, and 3d Battalion,
5th Marines three miles southeast of the camp, while 2d Bat-
talion, 5th Marines executed a feint along the Vu Gia river

valley and blocked enemy avenues of escape to the east. Fol-

lowing 2d Battalion, 7th Marines into the northwest landing
zone, code-named Vulture, were two battalions of the 51st
ARVN Regiment, conducting Operation HUNG QUANG 1-74,
companion to MAUI PEAK, In reserve, to exploit sizable
contacts developed by the coordinated III MAF/ARVN effort,
were 1st Battalion, 1st Marines and two battalions of ARVN
Rangers.
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The planned deploym.ent and schem.e of m.aneuver of friendly 
forces in Operation MAUl PEAK/HUNG QUANG 1-74 looked like 
this: 

PLAN OF ATTACK, OPERATION MAUl PEAK: 6 OCTOBER 1968 

® .,..' - ---
(ANDING ZONE -... CD '~at5tl!,,,,~r!nes lands 

SPARROW atLZ Sparro"!; attacks 
e-ad .. northeast. ,t/.' _::-. jSuspec1ed enemy ItJ~~~~s. 

'-'~-

The troop insertions into Landing Zone Vulture were unop­
posed, as 2d Battalion, 7thMCtrir.tes_Landed first and seized the high 
ground to the south for a southeastward attack along the r~dgeline 
paralleling the valley floor. Followj..!lg in trace, the ARVN landed, 
then com.m.ence.d a search in a northeasterly direction against en­
emy believed occupying positions northwest of the encampment. 
Southeast of Thuong Due, however, the scheduled helilift of 3d Bat­
talion, 5th Marines into Landing Zone Sparrow was subjected to in­
tense antiaircraft fire, whereupon the battalion was diverted to an 
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The planned deployment and scheme of maneuver of friendly

forces in Operation MAUI PEAK/HUNG QUANG 1-74 looked like

this:

PLAN OF ATTACK, OPERATION MAUI PEAK: 6 OCTOBER 1968

3 2d Bn 5th Marines
conducts faint, andLANDING ZONE blocks NVA escape.VULTURE

2d En 7th Marines1
and two ARVN Bns
land at LZ Vulture.
Marines attack southeast
along ridgeline; ARVN
attack to northeast.

River

THUONG DUC
Special Forces Camp.

DMZ
DONG HA

PHU BAI

OF OPERATION

DANANG

ICTI
CHULAI

LANDING ZONE 3d Bn 5thMarines lands2
SPARROW at LZ Sparrow; attacks

DUK PHO east-northeast.
Suspected enemy locations.CTZ

The troop insertions into Landing Zone Vulture were unop-
posed, as 2d Battalion, 7th Marines landed first and seized the high
ground to the south for a southeastward attack along the ridgeline
paralleling the valley floor. Following in trace, the ARVN landed,
then commenced a search in a northeasterly direction against en-
emy believed occupying positions northwest of the encampment.
Southeast of Thuong Duc, however, the scheduled helilift of 3d Bat-
talion, 5th Marines into Landing Zone Sparrow was subjected to in-
tense antiaircraft fire, whereupon the battalion was diverted to an
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alternate zone three miles to the east. From there, following 
an extensive supporting arms preparation which included B-52 
strikes, the battalion mounted an overland attack to the west~ 
aimed at destruction of NV A forces in the vicinity of Landing 
Zone Sparrow. 

From the outset, the helicopter-landed ill MAF units 
made only minimal contact. Rapidly advancing to seize pre­
planned objectives, the Marine battalions then fanned out in 
a series of wide-ranging company combat patrols seeking to 
engage major enemy units. These ~fforts proved largely un­
rewarding, as the enemy clearly was indisposed to stand and 
fight. 

Conversely, to the east, 2d Battalion, 5th Marines 
developed enemy resist"ance in a system of fortified positions 
spanning a 180 degree arc three to f9ur miles east of the Spe­
cial Forces camp. Obviously deployed as a deterrent to over­
land relief of Thuong Duc, the enemy was well supplied with 
mortars and short- range rockets. 

First contact took place at 1330 on the 6th, when a 
Company G combat patrol encountered an NVA platoon occu­
pying a low hill just north of the Vu Gia river. The ensuing 
skirmish cost the enemy nine killed and three weapons cap­
tured, as the patrol seized the hill and continued the attack to 
the west. Nine more NVA were killed and four weapons aban­
doned during a-pre-dawn attack against Company G positions 
the next morning. Marine casualti~in the two contacts to­
taled seven killed and 15 wounded and evacuated. 

As the battalion pres sed the attack to the west on 7 
October, Company A (attached to 2d Battalion for the opera­
tion), advancing during mid-afternoon to seize Hill 163, 
located two miles east of Thuong Due, met strong opposition 
in the form of mortar-supported NVA dug in on the hill. Con­
solidating in a covered position along a stream 300 meters 
short of the hill, the Marines requested air support to destroy 
the enemy emplacements. Following in the wake of six fixed 
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alternate zone three miles to the east. From there, following
an extensive supporting arms preparation which included B-52

strikes, the battalion mounted an overland attack to the west,
aimed at destruction of NVA forces in the vicinity of Landing
Zone Sparrow.

From the outset, the helicopter-landed III MAF units

made only minimal contact. Rapidly advancing to seize pre-
planned objectives, the Marine battalions then fanned out in

a series of wide-ranging company combat patrols seeking to

engage major enemy units. These efforts proved largely un-

rewarding, as the enemy clearly was indisposed to stand and

fight.

Conversely, to the east, 2d Battalion, 5th Marines

developed enemy resistance in a system of fortified positions

spanning a 180 degree arc three to four miles east of the Spe-
cial Forces camp. Obviously deployed as a deterrent to over-
land relief of Thuong Duc, the enemy was well supplied with
mortars and short-range rockets.

First contact took place at 1330 on the 6th, when a

Company G combat patrol encountered an NVA platoon occu-

pying a low hill just north of the Vu Gia river. The ensuing
skirmish cost the enemy nine killed and three weapons cap-
tured, as the patrol seized the hill and continued the attack to
the west. Nine more NVA were killed and four weapons aban-
doned during a pre-dawn attack against Company G positions
the next morning. Marine casualties in the two contacts to-

taled seven killed and 15 wounded and evacuated.

As the battalion pressed the attack to the west on 7

October, Company A (attached to 2d Battalion for the opera-
tion), advancing during mid-afternoon to seize Hill 163,
located two miles east of Thuong Duc, met strong opposition
in the form of mortar-supported NVA dug in on the hill. Con-
solidating in a covered position along a stream 300 meters
short of the hill, the Marines requested air support to destroy
the enemy emplacements, Following in the wake of six fixed
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wing attack sorties, Company A took the hill unopposed late 
that afternoon, finding 45 dead NVA near the crest. There 
were no Marine casualties. 

At 1655 on 8 October, the lead element of Company E, 
patrolling less than a mile southeast of Hill 163, engaged a 
well-armed NV A unit to its direct front •• COWltering mortar 
and automatic weapon fire with artillery and air attacks, Com­
pany E quickly gained fire superiority, and deployed a tank­
accompanied rifle platoon to flank tl1.e enemy position from the 
south. Successfully executed, the tank-infantry attack over­
ran the enemy at dark, killing 37 NVA. Friendly casualties 
were one killed and eight wounded seriously enough to require 
evacuation. 

The final significant clash between Marine sand NV A 
Wlits during MAUl PEAK began at 0400 on 12 October, two 
miles east of Thuong Duc. There, two NVA companies, pre­
ceded by over fifty 82mm mortar rounds, attempted a pene­
tration of positions manned by Company E. The assault 
failed, as Company E, coordinating closely the supporting 
fires of artillery and air with organic weapons, repulsed the 
attack, putting the enemy to flight before first light. The 
search of the battle area disclosed 46 NV A dead and ten weap­
ons abandoned. One NVA soldier was also captured by the 
friendly unit, which sustained eight killed and 20 wounded and 
evacuated in the brief, but intense firefight. 

The principal ARVN contact also occurred on 12 Oc­
tober, when at 1150, elements of 1st Battalion, 51st Regiment 
achieved solid contact with a large NV A unit two miles north 
of the Special Forces camp. Within ·the hour, the 2d Battal­
ion, attacking along the right (south) flank, was also heavily 
engagea with the same enemy force, by then estimated to be 
an NVA regiment. Despite the limitations imposed on maneu­
ver by the difficult terrain and a heavy rain, the ARVN main­
tained contact for II hours, the enemy finally withdrawing 
under the cover of darkness. Twenfy-nine NVA were killed 
and one prisoner and 11 weapons captured by the ARVN on the 
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wing attack sorties, Company A took the hill unopposed late
that afternoon, finding 45 dead NVA near the crest. There
were no Marine casualties.

At 1655 on 8 October, the lead element of Company E,
patrolling less than a mile southeast of Hill 163, engaged a
well-armed NVA unit to its direct front. 4 Countering mortar
and automatic weapon fire with artillery and air attacks, Com-

pany E quickly gained fire superiority, and deployed a tank-
accompanied rifle platoon to flank the enemy position from the
south. Successfully executed, the tank-infantry attack over-
ran the enemy at dark, killing 37 NVA. Friendly casualties
were one killed and eight wounded seriously enough to require
evacuation.

The final significant clash between Marines and NVA
units during MAUI PEAK began at 0400 on 12 October, two
miles east of Thuong Duc. There, two NVA companies, pre-
ceded by over fifty 82mm mortar rounds, attempted a pene-
tration of positions manned by Company E. The assault
failed, as Company E, coordinating closely the supporting
fires of artillery and air with organic weapons, repulsed the

attack, putting the enemy to flight before first light. The
search of the battle area disclosed 46 NVA dead and ten weap-
ons abandoned. One NVA soldier was also captured by the

friendly unit, which sustained eight killed and 20 wounded and
evacuated in the brief, but intense firefight.

The principal ARVN contact also occurred on 12 Oc-
tober, when at 1150, elements of 1st Battalion, 51st Regiment
achieved solid contact with a large NVA unit two miles north
of the Special Forces camp. Within the hour, the 2d Battal-
ion, attacking along the right (south) flank, was also heavily
engaged with the same enemy force, by then estimated to be
an NVA regiment. Despite the limitations imposed on maneu-
ver by the difficult terrain and a heavy rain, the ARVN main-
tained contact for 11 hours, the enemy finally withdrawing
under the cover of darkness. Twenty-nine NVA were killed
and one prisoner and 11 weapons captured by the ARVN on the
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12th; friendly losses were 11 killed and 29 wounded and evacuated. 
An additional 45 NY A dead, killed by friendly air and artillery sup­
porting the preceding day's battle, were found by the ARVN on the 
13th. 

Althougli the operation continued unti119 October, our forces 
generated no significant contact afteJ: the 12th. The steady monsoon 
rains, prevalent throughout the campaign, increased in intensity, 
thereby considerably restricting both maneuverability and visibility. 
During the course of the operation, !?-owever, the enemy sustained 
a substantial defeat in his quest to take Thuong Duc -- 353 NVA sol­
diers killed from 6-19 October -- thus extending his pattern of com­
plete failure to gain a military victory against Free World forces. 

The map below describes the major actions in the vicinity of 
Thuong Duc. 

OPERATION MAUl PEAK/HUNG OUANG 1·74: 6·19 OCTOBER 1968 
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12th; friendly losses were 11 killed and 29 wounded and evacuated.
An additional 45 NVA dead, killed by friendly air and artillery sup-
porting the preceding day's battle, were found by the ARVN on the
13th.

Although the operation continued until 19 October, our forces

generated no significant contact after the 12th. The steady monsoon

rains, prevalent throughout the campaign, increased in intensity,
thereby considerably restricting both maneuverability and visibility.

During the course of the operation, however, the enemy sustained
a substantial defeat in his quest to take Thuong Duc -- 353 NVA sol-
diers killed from -19 October -- thus extending his pattern of com-

plete failure to gain a military victory against Free World forces.

The map below describes the major actions in the vicinity of

Thuong Duc.

OPERATION MAUI PEAK/HUNG QUANG 1-74: 6-19 OCTOBER 1968
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In retrospect, a large measure of the credit for the 
successful defense and relief of the Special Forces outpost 
can be attributed to Marine air. Following the strong contri­
bution made by the A-6A in stopping the enemy attacks on the 
camp proper from 28-30 September, Marine A-4 and F-4 pi­
lots flew 147 sorties, delivering nearly 250 tons of bombs in 
close support of ground maneuver units in Operation MAUl 
PEAK. More than 60 NVA were killed by this latter close air 
support; many others were undoubtedly killed by bomb drops 
on troop formations and defensive positions, but not counted 
due to the dense vegetation and rugged terrain. 

-Operation MAMELUKE THRUST /HENDERSON HILL 

The 5th Marines, supported by the 1st Reconnaissance 
Battalion, continued to put a high price on stubborn enemy ef­
forts to transit the An Hoa basin during October. The enemy's 
perseverance in attempting to effect passage through this area, 
regardless of manpower cost, reflects the high value he has 
placed on the region, both as an infiTl:ration corridor and as a 
supply route. With a large segment of his combat units forced, 
by combination of wide-ranging friendly operations and mon­
soon weather, to seek refuge in mountainous base areas, the 
basin has accrued increased importance as a path over which 
much-needed foodstuffs must be transported. 

Relying primarily on night movement to forestall de­
tection by roving enemy units, III MAF combat patrols ranged 
the area between Go Noi Island and the Thuong Duc corridor, 
severely curtailing enemy traffic. Helicopter-inserted reCon­
naissance teams also made a substantial contribution to the 
III MAF effort, controlling air strikes and preplanned artil­
lery missions against numerous sightings of NVA and VC 
troop movement. Illustrative of the effective employment of 
STING RAy-type reconnaissance patrols in support of large 
unit operations were the actions of two such teams from 1045 
on 22 October through 0930 on the 23d. Observing a number 
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In retrospect, a large measure of the credit for the

successful defense and relief of the Special Forces outpost
can be attributed to Marine air. Following the strong contri-
bution made by the A-6A in stopping the enemy attacks on the

camp proper from 28-30 September, Marine A-4 and F-4 pi-
lots flew 147 sorties, delivering nearly 250 tons of bombs in
close support of ground maneuver units in Operation MAUI
PEAK. More than 60 NVA were killed by this latter close air

support; many others were undoubtedly killed by bomb drops
on troop formations and defensive positions, but not counted
due to the dense vegetation and rugged terrain.

-Operation MAMELUKE THRUST/HENDERSON HILL

The 5th Marines, supported by the 1st Reconnaissance
Battalion, continued to put a high price on stubborn enemy ef-
forts to transit the An Hoa basin during October. The enemy's
perseverance in attempting to effect passage through this area,
regardless of manpower cost, reflects the high value he has
placed on the region, both as an infiltration corridor and as a
supply route. With a large segment of his combat units forced,

by combination of wide-ranging friendly operations and mon-
soon weather, to seek refuge in mountainous base areas, the
basin has accrued increased importance as a path over which
much-needed foodstuffs must be transported.

Relying primarily on night movement to forestall de-
tection by roving enemy units, III MAF combat patrols ranged
the area between Go Noi Island and the Thuong Duc corridor,
severely curtailing enemy traffic. Helicopter-inserted recon-
naissance teams also made a substantial contribution to the
III MAF effort, controlling air strikes and preplanned artil-

lery missions against numerous sightings of NVA and VC
troop movement. Illustrative of the effective employment of
STING RAY-type reconnaissance patrols in support of large
unit operations were the actions of two such teams from 1045
on 22 October through 0930 on the 23d. Observing a number
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of company-size enemy targets moving in a northeasterly 
direction between the Thu Bon and Vu Gia rivers (the most 
extensive enemy activity detected during October), the teams 
employed irnrnediate supporting arms fire to account for more 
than 200 NVA/VC killed. (The action of one of these teams is 
described in detail in the Sma11 Unit Counterguerrilla chapter 
of this edition. ) 

Operation MAMELUKE THRUST ended on 23 October, 
being supplanted by Operation HENDERSON HILL. The suc­
cess of MAMELUKE THRUST is best {')o;ampled by its results 
-- during the five-month period beginning on 18 May, 2,728 
enemy were killed, 47 captured, and 462 weapons seized. 

Operations in the DMZ Area 

III MAF operations along the DMZ were marked by 
mobility, as 3d Marine Diviston ground and helibornemaneu­
ver units, accompanied by their supporting arms, probed the 
length and breadth of northern QuangTri, seeking to engage 
an enemy exhibiting definite signs of combat paralysis. Clear­
ly, the unremitting subjection of his exposed formations to 
powerful air /ground as saults by friendly forces has taken a 
heavy toll of his combat and support strength. Consistently 
outmaneuvered and outgunned, the enemy, by and large, has 
repaired to sanctuary in nearby North Vietnam and Laos to 
regroup and refurbish. 

-Operations KENTUCKY and NAPOLEON /SALINE 

The one major engagement fought by III MAF forces 
in northern Quang Tri province occurred as the result of a 
coordinated armored attack into the DMZ by US Army ele­
ments from the KENTUCKY area, Marines from Operation 
NAPOLEON /SALINE, and a 2d ARVN Regiment task force 
from Dong Ha. Triggered by intellig~nce reports of a sizable 
enemy force south of the Ben Hai river between Gio Linh and 
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of company-size enemy targets moving in a northeasterly
direction between the Thu Bon and Vu Gia rivers (the most
extensive enemy activity detected during October), the teams

employed immediate supporting arms fire to account for more
than 200 NVA/VC killed. (The action of one of these teams is
described in detail in the Small Unit Counterguerrilla chapter
of this edition.)

Operation MAMELUKE THRUST ended on 23 October,
being supplanted by Operation HENDERSON HILL. The suc-
cess of MAMELUKE THRUST is best exampled by its results
-- during the five-month period beginning on 18 May, 2,728
enemy were killed, 47 captured, and 462 weapons seized.

Operations in the DMZ Arca

III MAF operations along the DMZ were marked by
mobility, as 3d Marine Division ground and heliborne maneu-
ver units, accompanied by their supporting arms, probed the

length and breadth of northern Quang Tri, seeking to engage
an enemy exhibiting definite signs of combat paralysis. Clear-
ly, the unremitting subjection of his exposed formations to

powerful air/ground assaults by friendly forces has taken a
heavy toll of his combat and support strength. Consistently
outmaneuvered and outgunned, the enemy, by and large, has
repaired to sanctuary in nearby North Vietnam and Laos to

regroup and refurbish.

-Operations KENTUCKY and NAPOLEON/SALINE

The one major engagement fought by III MAF forces
in northern Quang Tri province occurred as the result of a
coordinated armored attack into the DMZ by US Army ele-
ments from the KENTUCKY area, Marines from Operation
NAPOLEON/SALINE, and a 2d ARVN Regiment task force
from Dong Ha. Triggered by intelligence reports of a sizable

enemy force south of the Ben Hai river between Gio Linh and
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Con Thien, the 23-25 October action was similar to the 
one executed during late September, but caused the ene­
my considerably more damage. 

At 0800 on 23 October, the ARVN, accompanied by 
two platoons of Marine tanks, crossed the line of departure 
and proceeded into the DMZ. By !130, the Marines and 
ARVN were in heavy contact with an enemy unit of unde­
termined size two miles northeast of Gio Linh. With artil­
lery and attack aircraft reinforcing the friendly tank fire, 
the combined assault killed 112 NVA, 63 of which were 
credited to the tank crewmen of Company A, 1st Tank 
Battalion. ARVN losses in the day's action were five 
killed and 28 wounded; US casualtie-s were three wounded 
and evacuated. 

Attacking eastward in the DMZ toward the site of 
the Marine and ARVN action, US Army forces were in 
close contact with the enemy main body by 0800 on 24 Oc­
tober. With fire superiority provided by naval guns, fixed 
wing aircraft, and artillery, the mechanized infantry and 
armored units of the 1st Brigade, 5th Mechanized Infantry 
pressed the advantage through the ~5th, killing 298 NVA 
and seizing 268 weapons. Attesting to the speed of ad­
vance by the US soldiers was the overrunning of an ac­
tive mortar position by elements of Company B, 61st In­
fantry two miles north of A-3 on the 25th. Captured on 
the position were three complete mortars, one 82 and two 
60rnm. US losses during the 24-25- October DMZ action 
were nine killed and 29 wounded and requiring evacuation. 

The III MAF and ARVN DMZ attack is portrayed 
on the following page. 
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Con Thien, the 23-25 October action was similar to the
one executed during late September, but caused the ene-
my considerably more damage.

At 0800 on 23 October, the ARVN, accompanied by
two platoons of Marine tanks, crossed the line of departure
and proceeded into the DMZ. By 1130, the Marines and
ARVN were in heavy contact with an enemy unit of unde-
termined size two miles northeast of Gio Linh. With artil-

lery and attack aircraft reinforcing the friendly tank fire,
the combined assault killed 112 NVA, 63 of which were
credited to the tank crewmen of Company A, 1st Tank
Battalion. ARVN losses in the day's action were five
killed and 28 wounded; US casualties were three wounded
and evacuated.

Attacking eastward in the DMZ toward the site of
the Marine and ARVN action, US Army forces were in
close contact with the enemy main body by 0800 on 24 Oc-
tober. With fire superiority provided by naval guns, fixed

wing aircraft, and artillery, the mechanized infantry and
armored units of the 1st Brigade, 5th Mechanized Infantry
pressed the advantage through the 25th, killing 298 NVA
and seizing 268 weapons. Attesting to the speed of ad-
vance by the US soldiers was the overrunning of an ac-
tive mortar position by elements of Company B, 61st In-

fantry two miles north of A-3 on the 25th. Captured on
the position were three complete mortars, one 82 and two
60mm. US losses during the 24-25 October DMZ action
were nine killed and 29 wounded and requiring evacuation.

The III MAF and ARVN DMZ attack is portrayed
on the following page.
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ARMORED ATTACK INTO DMZ: 23·25 OCTOBER 1968 

US Army mechanized 
Infantry /armored task 
force attacks enemy 
main body from the 
west; kills 298 NVA. ~---.-

LO~I 
L--:

M
7::;,-, ---I' - - __ 

-Operation LANCASTER 

ARVN 
9 Killed 5 Killed 

266 Weapon. 32 Wounded 28 Wounded 
and tva,eu,tea 

Combat in the west-central DMZ was light throughout the 
lTlOnth, limited to scattered small unit clashes with evading NVA 
units. The 320th NVA Division, punished severely during Septem­
ber, offered no evidence which would forecast an early return of 
its major eleIllents to action in I CTZ. 

The bulk of the limited contact generated in the LANCASTER 
area occurred in the 2d Battalion, 2_6th Marines sector. Exploring 
an eneIlly-constructed road extending from the south bank of the Ben 
Hai to a point on the southern trace of the DMZ six miles north of 
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DMZ
DONG HA

PHU BAI

Recommission sightings1
OF OPERATION confirm intelligence reports

DANANG
of anamy movement in
southern DMZ.

CMU

DUC PHO

DMZ North

Ben Hai

DMZ South

2 23 Oct

Coordinated Marine/ARVN
atteck strikes elements of

NVA force. 112 NVA killed.

3 24-25 Oct
Gio LinhUS Army mechanized

Infantry/armored task CASUALTIES
force attacks enemy NVA ARVNIII MAFA-3main body from the

west; kills 298 NVA. 410 Killed 5 Killed9 Killed
268 Weapons 28 Wounded32 Wounded

0 and evacuated

Mile

-Operation LANCASTER

Combat in the west-central DMZ was light throughout the

month, limited to scattered small unit clashes with evading NVA

units. The 320th NVA Division, punished severely during Septem-
ber, offered no evidence which would forecast an early return of

its major elements to action in ICTZ.

The bulk of the limited contact generated in the LANCASTER

area occurred in the 2d Battalion, 26th Marines sector. Exploring
an enemy - constructed road extending from the south bank of the Ben

Hai to a point on the southern trace of the DMZ six miles north of
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ockpile, the battalion generated several engagements 
with squad and platoon-size NVA units from 4 to II October. 
Of particular interest, it was during this period USS NEW 
JERSEY fired her first mission in support of ground troops. 
On 4 October, elements of the 2d Battalion requested naval 
gunfire support to ch~ar a 'I:l@kered enemy_unit e_IDploying 
mortar and automatic weapon fire against the friendly ad­
vance. Firing from 23 miles distant, the battlewagon re­
sponded with twenty-eight l6-inch rounds, destroying two 
bunkers, damaging two others, and cutting the road in two 
places. There were no enemy kills credited to the naval gun­
fire mission, however, as the bunkers were collapsed, ef­
fectively burying any occupying NV A. 

Four days later, on the 8th, Company H engaged an 
estimated enemy platoon, well-armed and firmly entrenched 
in positions nine miles north of the Rockpile. The ensuing 
air and artillery-supported Marine assault through the forti­
fied position claimed 28 NY A and 11 weapons, at a cost of two 
killed and 31 wounded and evacuated. 

Although enemy contact was not plentiful, the 6 and 
II October discoveries of cached 152mm artillery rounds near 
the road were significant. The first cache, uncovered near the 
Ben Hai river bank, was composed of seven bunkers and two 
gun pits, and yielded 200 rounds of ammunition, while the 
latter, located 700 meters to the southeast, contained- 40 
rounds. The discovery of NVA artillery ammunition within 
the DMZ gives rise to speculation concerning enemy plans to 
employ heavy artillery from positionJl_ south of the Ben Hai. 
To date, no artillery weapons larger-than 75mm have been 
captured in the DMZ area. 

-Operation SCOTLAND 

Highlighting October operatiq;t1B on the western DMZ 

I~[~~,":~J~~ i 
laSPEW 

17 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
the Rockpile, the battalion generated several engagements
with squad and platoon-size NVA units from 4 to 11 October.
Of particular interest, it was during this period USS NEW
JERSEY fired her first mission in support of ground troops.
On 4 October, elements of the 2d Battalion requested naval

gunfire support to clear a bunkered enemy unit employing
mortar and automatic weapon fire against the friendly ad-
vance. Firing from 23 miles distant, the battlewagon re-
sponded with twenty-eight 16-inch rounds, destroying two
bunkers, damaging two others, and cutting the road in two
places. There were no enemy kills credited to the naval gun-
fire mission, however, as the bunkers were collapsed, ef-

fectively burying any occupying NVA.

Four days later, on the 8th, Company H engaged an
estimated enemy platoon, well-armed and firmly entrenched
in positions nine miles north of the Rockpile. The ensuing
air and artillery-supported Marine assault through the forti-
fied position claimed 28 NVA and 11 weapons, at a cost of two
killed and 31 wounded and evacuated.

Although enemy contact was not plentiful, the 6 and
11 October discoveries of cached 152mm artillery rounds near
the road were significant. The first cache, uncovered near the
Ben Hai river bank, was composed of seven bunkers and two

gun pits, and yielded 200 rounds of ammunition, while the

latter, located 700 meters to the southeast, contained 40
rounds. The discovery of NVA artillery ammunition within
the DMZ gives rise to speculation concerning enemy plans to

employ heavy artillery from positions south of the Ben Hai.
To date, no artillery weapons larger than 75mm have been
captured in the DMZ area.

-Operation SCOTLAND

Highlighting October operations on the western DMZ
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flank was a series of heliborne maneuvers executed by the 
4th and 9th Marines into the far reaches of western and south­
ern Quang Tri. Contact was almost negligible (as was evi­
dence of recent NVA activity) during' the course of these op­
erations, consequently the highly mobile attacking elements 
were able to cover a_ wide expanse of terrain. 

Illustrating the concept of mobile operations in the 
DMZ area were the 4th Marines actions to the west and north 
of Khe Sanh from 4-31 October. After establishing Fire Sup­
port Base (FSB) Nanking one mile west of the old Khe Sanh 
combat base on 4 October, all three~batta1ions of the 4th Ma­
rines landed by helicopter to the west and southwest, com­
mencing a coordinated attack to the east. On 6 October, two 
battalions of the 2d ARVN Regiment joined the action on Hill 
881 South and begana series of combat sweeps to the north 
and southwest. 

Following four days of virtually unopposed maneu­
ver, the 4th Marines dispatched its 1st and 2d Battalions in 
an overland attack toward the Da Krong Valley ten miles to 
the east, then prepared to move north of the Khe Sanh plateau 
with the remaining Marine and ARVN battalions. Attacking 
northwest from FSB Gurkha (activated on 12 October four 
miles northwest of FSB Nanking), the combined forces again 
encountered no serious opposition, and the ARVN returned 
to Dong Ha on the 19th; 3d Battalic::m, 4th Marines remained 
in the area for detailed search operations. Four days later, 
on the 23d, 2d Battalion rejoined the regiment, establishing 
a new fire support base (Alpine) 11 miles northwest of Khe 
Sanh. Through end-month, the battalions continued the ad­
vanCe to the northwest, executing a series of combat sweeps 
to Lang Ho, located 12 miles northwest of Khe Sanh. 

The following map illustrates the scope of the 4th 
Marines maneuver in western Quang Tri province during 
October. 

DECLASSIFIED 

18 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

flank was a series of heliborne maneuvers executed by the
4th and 9th Marines into the far reaches of western and south-
ern Quang Tri. Contact was almost negligible (as was evi-

dence of recent NVA activity) during the course of these op-
erations, consequently the highly mobile attacking elements
were able to cover a wide expanse of terrain.

Illustrating the concept of mobile operations in the

DMZ area were the 4th Marines actions to the west and north
of Khe Sanh from 4-31 October. After establishing Fire Sup-
port Base (FSB) Nanking one mile west of the old Khe Sanh
combat base on 4 October, all three battalions of the 4th Ma-
rines landed by helicopter to the west and southwest, com-

mencing a coordinated attack to the east. On 6 October, two
battalions of the 2d ARVN Regiment joined the action on Hill

881 South and began a series of combat sweeps to the north
and southwest.

Following four days of virtually unopposed maneu-

ver, the 4th Marines dispatched its 1st and 2d Battalions in

an overland attack toward the Da Krong Valley ten miles to

the east, then prepared to move north of the Khe Sanh plateau
with the remaining Marine and ARVN battalions. Attacking
northwest from FSB Gurkha (activated on 12 October four
miles northwest of FSB Nanking), the combined forces again
encountered no serious opposition, and the ARVN returned
to Dong Ha on the 19th; 3d Battalion, 4th Marines remained
in the area for detailed search operations. Four days later,
on the 23d, 2d Battalion rejoined the regiment, establishing
a new fire support base (Alpine) 11 miles northwest of Khe
Sanh. Through end-month, the battalions continued the ad-
vance to the northwest, executing a series of combat sweeps
to Lang Ho, located 12 miles northwest of Khe Sanh.

The following map illustrates the scope of the 4th
Marines maneuver in western Quang Tri province during
October.

UNCLASSIFIED

18

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

jTILU4· 

4TH MARINES OPERATIONS IN WESTERN 

CD 4 Oct: Battery of 175mm guns moved 
to Ca lu and a platoon of 8" howitzers 
moved north of Rt 9 to support oper(ltion~ 
in western Quang Tri. 

CD 5 Od: 4th Marine Regiment lands 
southwest of FSB NANKING; 
oltocks northeast. 

CD SOd; ARVN land on Hill 881 South; 
execute combat sweeps. 

CD 10 Oct; 1st and 1d Bns 4th Marines -­
attock toward Do Krong Volley, 

® 11 Oel; 3d Bn 4th Marines ond 
two ARVN Bns oltad northwest. 
fSB GURKHA operotionol. 

® 19 Oct: ARVN deport western Quang Tri. 
3d Bo 4th Marines continues operations 
northwest of FSB GURKHA. 

CD 24 Oct: 2d Sn 4th Marines reioins 
the action; conducts operations from 
newly-activated FS8 ALPINE. 

A similar offensive conducted by the 9th Marines in the 
mountainous terrain south of Khe Sanh also encountered only token 
resistance, further illuminating the enemy1s diminished combat 
power in the DMZ region. Major elements of the 88th and l02d 
NVA Regiments, badly mauled by ill MAF forces earlier this year, 
and not yet sufficiently restored to combat effectiveness, are ap­
parently remaining in Laos. Likewise defeated, the 304th Division 
has failed to muster an appearance in I CTZ since June. 

1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 

In consonance with intelligence aSseSSInents of an increased 
enemy threat in the ill CTZ area, COMUSMACV directed the deploy­
ment of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) froIn I CTZ to ill CTZ. 
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4TH MARINES OPERATIONS IN WESTERN QUANG TRI: 4 - 31 OCTOBER 1968

Rockmia
7 Come:

Caroli

Thon Son Lom

6

Base

Vein
5

GURKHA

4 Oct: Battery of 175mm guns moved1
to Ca Lu and a platoon of 8" howitzers

moved north of Rt 9 to support operations

in western Quang Tri. FSB3
NANKING5 Oct: 4th Marine Regiment lands2

southwest of FSB NANKING;
1

attacks northeast. 4

3 5 Oct: ARVN land on Hill 881 South;

execute combat sweeps. Khe Sanh
10 Oct: 1st and 2d Bns 4th Marines4

DMZ
attack toward Do Krong Valley DONGHA

Vei 25 12 Oct; 3d Bn 4th Marines and
PHU BA)two ARVN Bns attack northwest.

OF OPERATIONFSB GURKHA operational
DANANG

6 19 Oct: ARVN depart western Quang Tri. CTZ
3d Bn 4th Marines continues operations

CHU LAI
northwest of FSB GURKHA.

7 24 Oct: 2d Bn 4th Marines rejoins DUC PHO

the action; conducts operations from

newly-activated
FSB ALPINE.

Mili

A similar offensive conducted by the 9th Marines in the

mountainous terrain south of Khe Sanh also encountered only token

resistance, further illuminating the enemy's diminished combat

power in the DMZ region. Major elements of the 88th and 102d

NVA Regiments, badly mauled by III MAF forces earlier this year,
and not yet sufficiently restored to combat effectiveness, are ap-

parently remaining in Laos. Likewise defeated, the 304th Division
has failed to muster an appearance in I CTZ since June.

1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile)

In consonance with intelligence assessments of an increased

enemy threat in the III CTZ area, COMUSMACV directed the deploy-
ment of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) from I CTZ to III CTZ.
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On 28 October, the 3d Brigade, along with its combat support 
elements, was the first tactical unit to depart, with the re­
maining increments scheduled to complete dis placement by 
12 November; the entire movement involves both 7th Air Force 
transport aircraft and Navy amphibious shipping. Concurrent­
ly, the 3d Marine Division and the 101st Airborne Division 
(Airmobile) have expanded their areas of operation to the south 
and north, respectively, thereby filling the void created by the 
cavalry's departure. 

Joining III MAF in I CTZ during January 1968 (just 
prior to the critical Tet offensive), the 1st Cavalry Division 
subsequently participated successfully in the Operation JEB 
STUART series in southern Quang Tri and northern Thua 
Thien; Operation· PEGASUS at Khe Sanh; Operation CONCORDIA 
SQUARE north of Dong Ha; Operation DELAWARE VALLEY 
in A Shau; and Operation COMANCHE FALLS in enemy Base 
Area 101. The actions of the 1st Cavalry were a cardinal 
factor in thwarting the enemy's calculated plan for investment 
of northern I CTZ. 

ARVN Operations 

Evolution of the ARVN as a competent, dependable 
fighting force s~()wedsteady!_if ~l.l:rl~~cta.(:,'l:I.~a!,_! El'_ogres~}r_om 
1965 through 1967. Conducting large~_scale operations in co­
ordination with III MAF units, Vietnamese commanders gained 
an increased awareness of tactical considerations such as 
small unit leadership, effective coordination and control of 
supporting arms fire, aggressive maneuver, and terrain ap­
preciation. Timely battlefield application of these principles 
and techniques proves the ARVN unit more than a match for 
its NV A and mai,:r1 f()rc~_Viet~.2~g <::ount~:r~rt. _____ --,-____ , ___ , ___________ _ 

The crucial test for the ARVN, however, took place 
in early 1968 during the Tet offensive- - and the Vietnamese 
armed forces were equal to the challenge. Far from folding 
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On 28 October, the 3d Brigade, along with its combat support
elements, was the first tactical unit to depart, with the re-

maining increments scheduled to complete displacement by
12 November; the entire movement involves both 7th Air Force

transport aircraft and Navy amphibious shipping. Concurrent-

ly, the 3d Marine Division and the 101st Airborne Division

(Airmobile) have expanded their areas of operation to the south
and north, respectively, thereby filling the void created by the

cavalry's departure.

Joining III MAF in I CTZ during January 1968 (just

prior to the critical Tet offensive), the 1st Cavalry Division

subsequently participated successfully in the Operation JEB
STUART series in southern Quang Tri and northern Thua

Thien; Operation PEGASUS at Khe Sanh; Operation CONCORDIA
SQUARE north of Dong Ha; Operation DELAWARE VALLEY
in A Shau; and Operation COMANCHE FALLS in enemy Base
Area 101. The actions of the 1st Cavalry were a cardinal
factor in thwarting the enemy's calculated plan for investment
of northern I CTZ.

ARVN Operations

Evolution of the ARVN as a competent, dependable
fighting force showed steady, if unspectacular, progress from
1965 through 1967. Conducting large_scale operations in CO-
ordination with III MAF units, Vietnamese commanders gained
an increased awareness of tactical considerations such as
small unit leadership, effective coordination and control of

supporting arms fire, aggressive maneuver, and terrain ap-
preciation. Timely battlefield application of these principles
and techniques proves the ARVN unit more than a match for
its NVA and main force Viet Cong counterpart.

The crucial test for the ARVN, however, took place
in early 1968 during the Tet offensive - and the Vietnamese
armed forces were equal to the challenge. Far from folding
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-~-------.;."..+l-Je face of the all-out offensive (as hoped for by the enemy 
high command), ARVN units, initially at reduced strength 
due to normal Tet holiday leaves, by and large returned to 
their posts and fought bravely and well. This was evidenced 
by their resolute defenses at Quang Ngai City, Tam Ky, and 
Danang; their rapid ejection of NVA forces from Quang Tri 
City; and their month-long house-by-house battle, along with 
US Marines, to retake the city of Hue. Thereafter, there has 
been little cause for criticism of ARVN combat efforts in I 
CTZ. 

Implementing the emergence of the ARVN as a capable 
force -at-arms have been factors such as improved training 
at the NCO and junior officer level, increased firepower pro­
vided by the introduction of new weap()nry (M-16 rifle, M-79 
grenade launcher), ~mployment of the helicopter as an assault 
vehicle, and the tactical and technical advice readily available 
in the form of US advisors. However, a large measure of the 
i:mprove:ment :must be attributed to the expanded development 
of confidence and professionalism a:mong the ARVN them­
selves as, imbued with offensive spirit, they have ranged 
farther afield and remained away from base camps longer dur­
ing 1968 than at any other time since the US entry into the war. 
During the past year, Vietnamese units have fought sustained 
actions in the DMZ; at Khe Sanh; in A Shau Valley; in Base 
Areas 101 and 114; and in the rugged mountainous regions of 
Quang Nam, Quang Tin, and Quang Ngai; as well as performing 
their nor:mal co:mbat and RD security :missions in the populous 
coastal lowlands. 

Operations of the 2d Regiment, 1st ARVN Division thus 
far in 1968 reflect an effective gauge of RVNAF progress in I 
CTZ. Fighting almost continuous action with regular NVA 
units abutting the DMZ, the regi:menthas killed 5, 583 enemy, 
:more than twice the number (2,675) killed there by ARVN in 
all of 1967. Throughout I CT Z, Vietna:mese forces have ac­
counted for 26,625 enemy killed or captured in 1968, a more 
than substantial increase over the 14,342 enemy losses credited , 
to ARVN in 1967. [IJJ~nrru~ 
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in the face of the all-out offensive (as hoped for by the enemy
high command), ARVN units, initially at reduced strength
due to normal Tet holiday leaves, by and large returned to
their posts and fought bravely and well. This was evidenced

by their resolute defenses at Quang Ngai City, Tam Ky, and

Danang; their rapid ejection of NVA forces from Quang Tri

City; and their month-long house-by-house battle, along with
US Marines, to retake the city of Hue. Thereafter, there has
been little cause for criticism of ARVN combat efforts in I
CTZ.

Implementing the emergence of the ARVN as a capable
force-at-arms have been factors such as improved training
at the NCO and junior officer level, increased firepower pro-
vided by the introduction of new weaponry (M- 16 rifle, M-79

grenade launcher), employment of the helicopter as an assault
vehicle, and the tactical and technical advice readily available

in the form of US advisors. However, a large measure of the

improvement must be attributed to the expanded development
of confidence and professionalism among the ARVN them-
selves as, imbued with offensive spirit, they have ranged
farther afield and remained away from base camps longer dur-

ing 1968 than at any other time since the US entry into the war.

During the past year, Vietnamese units have fought sustained
actions in the DMZ; at Khe Sanh; in A Shau Valley; in Base
Areas 101 and 114; and in the rugged mountainous regions of

Quang Nam, Quang Tin, and Quang Ngai; as well as performing
their normal combat and RD security missions in the populous
coastal lowlands.

Operations of the 2d Regiment, 1st ARVN Division thus
far in 1968 reflect an effective gauge of RVNAF progress in I
CTZ. Fighting almost continuous action with regular NVA
units abutting the DMZ, the regiment has killed 5, 583 enemy,
more than twice the number (2, 675) killed there by ARVN in
all of 1967. Throughout I CTZ, Vietnamese forces have ac-
counted for 26, 625 enemy killed or captured in 1968, a more
than substantial increase over the 14, 342 enemy losses credited
to ARVN in 1967.
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The following- map shows locations of ARVN infantry 
battalions in I CTZ at end-October. 

LOCATIONS Of ARVN INfANTRY BATTALIONS IN I CTZ 

• 54th Regiment -
(Opeon 1st Div) 

o 51st Regiment 
(Independent) 

20 40 
I 

Kilometers 

WOllA 
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The following map shows locations of ARVN infantry
battalions in I CTZ at end-October.

LOCATIONS OF ARVN INFANTRY BATTALIONS IN I CTZ

NVN DMZ 200 40

Kilometers
DONG HA

QUANG TRI

QUANG TRI

DAY HUE
PHU BAI

THUA THIEN

DANANG

QUANG NAM

TAM KY

CHU LAIQUANC TIN

LEGEND

QUANG NGAI1st ARVN Division - 13 Bns*
2d ARVN Division . 12 Bns

OQUANG NGAI
1st Ranger Group . 3 Bns

(I Corps Reserve)

DUC PHO
54th Regiment 4 Bns

(Opcon 1st Div)

51st Regiment 4 Bns

(Independent)

ICTZ
Total 36 Bns
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-------"""t=S;-:O;MALL UNIT COUNTERGUERRILLA OPERATIONS 

During October, heavier than normal monsoon rains 
and concomitant lowland flooding denied the guerrilla en­
emy many underground and waterway associated havens and 
canalized hirn to a dirninished selection of trail networks. 
Facing both a rain-washed countryside and an increasing 
vulnerability to III MAF saturation patrolling in the coastal 
sections of central and southern I CTZ, the enemy lessened 
his activity, as evidenced by the reduction in small unit 
contacts - 702 in October as compared to the monthly 
average of 901 since July. 

_ Mo"ement restrictions accruing from the season<3.! ____________ _ 
downpour also diminished the activity of coastal-positioned 
counterguerrilla forces. Inundation of low lying areas re-
duced some small unit patrol requirements as the enemy 
was forced to higher terrain; however, maneuver of planned 
patrols and ambushes was inhibited as the flood waters rose 
along avenues of approach and generated treacherous water 
obstacles along normally fordable stream networks. 

Nevertheless, the III MAF counterguerrilla campaign 
placed 14,333 small unit operations - 8,931 patrols,S, 296 
ambushes, and 106 company-size operations - across the 
traditional guerrilla battlegrounds, assessing upon a reluc­
tant and withdrawn enemy 285 soldier s killed, another 118 
captured, and the loss of 42 weapong. 

By the following graphs, counterguerrilla efforts 
during October are cornpared with activities since March 
1968. 
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SMALL UNIT COUNTERGUERRILLA OPERATIONS

During October, heavier than normal monsoon rains
and concomitant lowland flooding denied the guerrilla en-

emy many underground and waterway associated havens and
canalized him to a diminished selection of trail networks.

Facing both a rain-washed countryside and an increasing
vulnerability to III MAF saturation patrolling in the coastal
sections of central and southern I CTZ, the enemy lessened
his activity, as evidenced by the reduction in small unit
contacts - 702 in October as compared to the monthly
average of 901 since July.

Movement restrictions accruing from the seasonal

downpour also diminished the activity of coastal-positioned
counterguerrilla forces. Inundation of low lying areas re-
duced some small unit patrol requirements as the enemy
was forced to higher terrain; however, maneuver of planned
patrols and ambushes was inhibited as the flood waters rose

along avenues of approach and generated treacherous water
obstacles along normally fordable stream networks.

Nevertheless, the III MAF counterguerrilla campaign
placed 14,333 small unit operations - 8,931 patrols, 5,296
ambushes, and 106 company-size operations - across the
traditional guerrilla battlegrounds, assessing upon a reluc-
tant and withdrawn enemy 285 soldiers killed, another 118
captured, and the loss of 42 weapons.

By the following graphs, counterguerrilla efforts

during October are compared with activities since March
1968.
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ACTION BY COUNTERGUERRILLA UNITS IN I Cll 
1 MAY· 31 OCT 1968 

IlilllNlrc;lLlA:I$$~W~~iDJ $I'" ... ""'U, 'MI"IE!, CONTACTS BY SMALL UNIT PATROLS, 
AMBUSHES, & SEARCH AND CLEAR OPERATIONS & SEAm m CLEAR OPERATIONS 

TOTAL OPERATIONS· 1968 
Pa!rol, 117,854 Day 5,006 
Amhushes 58,275 Nighl 2,216 

22,500 Company Operations 2.297 900 1.L.-_To_lal ___ 7,.:..,2_22-..J 

15,000 

7,500 

750 

500 

250 

ENEMY KILLED BY SMALL UNIT PATROLS, 
mUSHES, & SEARCH AND CLEAR OPERATIONS 

ENEMY KILLED· 1968 

By USMC 
By USA 
Tolal 

May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Enemy. Acti vi tie s ... 

600 

300 

225 

150 

75 

Dc! 

WEAPONS AND PRimERS CAPTURED 
BY SMALL UNIT PATROLS, AMBUSHES, 
& SEARCH AND CLEAR OPEUTlBNS 

ENEMY lOSSES· 1968 

~Prisoners 

• Weepons 

Oct 

Maintaining the co:mparatively slow pace which co:m­
:menced in June, the ene:my in I CTZ initiated a total of 11 
ground attacks and 25 attacks-by-firE) during the month. Salient 
features of his activity were an unsuccessful ground thrust 
southwest of Danang and a continuation of indirect fire harass­
ment fro:m the DMZ. 
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ACTION BY COUNTERGUERRILLA UNITS IN I CTZ

1 MAY - 31 OCT 1968

UNCLASSIFIED
SMALL UNIT PATROLS, AMBUSHES, CONTACTS BY SMALL UNIT PATROLS,

AMBUSHES, & SEARCH AND CLEAR OPERATIONS& SEARCH AND CLEAR OPERATIONS

TOTAL CONTACTS 1968TOTAL OPERATIONS 1968

117,854Patrols 5,006Day

58,275 NightAmbushes 2,216
Company Operations 2,297 Total 7,22222,500 900

15,000 600

7,500 300

JulJunJul OctSep Aug SepMayJunMay Aug Oct

WEAPONS AND PRISONERS CAPTURED

ENEMY KILLED BY SMALL UNIT PATROLS, BY SMALL UNIT PATROLS, AMBUSHES,

AMBUSHES, & SEARCH AND CLEAR OPERATIONS & SEARCH AND CLEAR OPERATIONS

ENEMY LOSSES 1968ENEMY KILLED 1968

5,016By USMC Prisoners 369
2,179By USA

Weapons 2,1387,195Total750 225

500 150

250 75

JulJun JulOct JunMay SepAugMay Sep OctAug

Enemy Activities

Maintaining the comparatively slow pace which com-
menced in June, the enemy in I CTZ initiated a total of 11

ground attacks and 25 attacks-by-fire during the month. Salient
features of his activity were an unsuccessful ground thrust
southwest of Danang and a continuation of indirect fire harass-
ment from the DMZ.
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Quang Nam province was the focal point for almost 
half the month's overt hostile activity, as NVA and VC ele­
ments launched nine ground assaults and eight attacks-by-fire 
against central I CTZ targets. Related in the previous chap­
ter, the Thuong Due Special Forces camp, 23 miles southwest 
of Danang, received the only sustained threat, as elements of 
the 21 st and 31 st NVA Regiments used seven ground attacks 
and two ordnance m.issions in their abortive two-week attempt 
to invest the outpost. 

Other central I CTZ activity followed the mission guid­
ance contained in a VC operations order captured by the 1 st 
Marine Division on 31 October. Detailing October and Novem­
ber tasks for the Duy Xuyen District Unit, which operates a­
long the Dai Lac-Hoi An corridor, the unit commander called 
for intensified attacks on lines of communication and GVN 
centers to support a "violence policy" set by NVN military 
directives. 

Furthering his recent tendency of limited ground activ­
ity in northern I CTZ, the enemy in October failed to initiate 
a ground attack in either Quang Tri or Thua Thien province. 
However, harassment of III MAF and ARVN positions in north­
ern I CTZ by 15 rocket, artillery, and mortar attacks served 
to emphasize the combat potential yet available north of the 
Ben HaX river. 

Monthly totals for enemy attacks in I CTZ, and in each 
of the five provinces, since November 1967, appear in the fol­
lowing graphs. 
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Quang Nam province was the focal point for almost
half the month's overt hostile activity, as NVA and VC ele-
ments launched nine ground assaults and eight attacks-by-fire
against central I CTZ targets. Related in the previous chap-
ter, the Thuong Duc Special Forces camp, 23 miles southwest
of Danang, received the only sustained threat, as elements of
the 21st and 31st NVA Regiments used seven ground attacks
and two ordnance missions in their abortive two-week attempt
to invest the outpost.

Other central I CTZ activity followed the mission guid
ance contained in a VC operations order captured by the 1st
Marine Division on 31 October. Detailing October and Novem-
ber tasks for the Duy Xuyen District Unit, which operates a-
long the Dai Loc-Ho: An corridor, the unit commander called
for intensified attacks on lines of communication and GVN
centers to support a "violence policy" set by NVN military
directives.

Furthering his recent tendency of limited ground activ-
ity in northern I CTZ, the enemy in October failed to initiate

a ground attack in either Quang Tri or Thua Thien province.
However, harassment of III MAF and ARVN positions in north-
ern I CTZ by 15 rocket, artillery, and mortar attacks served
to emphasize the combat potential yet available north of the
Ben Hai river.

Monthly totals for enemy attacks in I CTZ, and in each
of the five provinces, since November 1967, appear in the fol-
lowing graphs.
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ENEMY ATTACKS IN I Cll PROVINCES: NOVEMBER 1967 . OCTOBER 1968 
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ENEMY ATTACKS IN I CTZ PROVINCES: NOVEMBER 1967 - OCTOBER 1968
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ENEMY ATTACKS IN I CTZ: NOVEMBER 1967 . OCTOBER 1968 

100 j;;~;t==-~--

40 

20 

1961 

I2222J Ground Attock, _ Attacks by mortar, rocket, or artillery 

Danang Area OJ)eranons-- -- -- --- ------- --- -----------

During j:hemontllL_~ight Marine battalions dir ected 
operations against guerrilla organiz~tions disper sed in the 
populous rice-growing complexes surrounding Danang. Tasked 
to interdict enemy resupply traffic and to reduce further the 
guerrilla and local force strength hi the coastal lowland, the 
11, 553 ambushe s and patrol s deployed near Danang accounted 
for 70 enemy killed and 12 guerrillas and 40 weapons captured. 

October's actions evolved from 466 contacts, extending 
the trend of decreasing hostile activity in the Danang-Hoi An­
Dai Loc triangle. The ratio of contacts to activities, steadily 
declining since July (1:15), droppedto 1:25 during October. 
With control of the night incre.asingly in Marine hands--7, 893 
night ambushes and patrols in October--the enemy was forced 
to look to the daylight hours if he was to move at all. And this 
attempt proved futile as the ITlaze of daylight surveillance oper­
ations tallied 331 contacts, a gain of 5% in the rate of day en­
gageITlents over mOIlthly averagesJor thepreviQus qua_rter. 
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UNCLASSIFIED ENEMY ATTACKS IN I CTZ: NOVEMBER 1967 - OCTOBER 1968
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GROUND ATTACK AVERAGE: 24
MARFEBNOV APRDEC JUNJAN OCTSEPAUGJULMAY

1967 1968

Attacks by mortar, rocket, or
artillery

Ground Attacks

Danang Area Operations

During the month, eight Marine battalions directed

operations against guerrilla organizations dispersed in the

populous rice-growing complexes surrounding Danang. Tasked
to interdict enemy resupply traffic and to reduce further the

guerrilla and local force strength in the coastal lowland, the

11,553 ambushes and patrols deployed near Danang accounted
for 70 enemy killed and 12 guerrillas and 40 weapons captured.

October's actions evolved from 466 contacts, extending
the trend of decreasing hostile activity in the Danang-Hoi An-
Dai Loc triangle. The ratio of contacts to activities, steadily
declining since July (1:15), dropped to 1:25 during October.
With control of the night increasingly in Marine hands- 7,893
night ambushes and patrols in October the enemy was forced
to look to the daylight hours if he was to move at all. And this

attempt proved futile as the maze of daylight surveillance oper-
ations tallied 331 contacts, a gain of 5% in the rate of day en-
gagements over monthly averages for the previous quarter.
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Marine units working the immediate approaches to 
Danang maintained a tightly-woven mesh of security patrols 
and ambushes in October~ effectively discouraging enemy 
rocket and ground assaults against the area's vital military 
installations and revolutionary development projects. Re­
flecting the intensity of activity committed to these assign­
ments, 2d Battalion, 1 st Marines initiated 1,282 small unit 
operations in the area south of Marble Mountain. This offen­
sive, incorporating over 60 combat maneuvers by each of the 
battalion's 36 rifle squads, resulted in 73 contacts which 
claimed 32 enemy killed, another three captured, and ten weap­
ons seized. 

The majority of the month's actions involved small 
guerrilla elements deployed for limited harassment and fleet­
ing withdrawal behind an insidious array of mines and booby 
traps, and normally resulted in shortlived firefights. And of­
ten, conclusive evidence of the harm inflicted on the elusive 
guerrilla was lacking. However, occasional enemy units, 
seeking encroachments near Danang, faced immediate account­
ing. On 23 October. Company H, 1 st Marines observed enemy 
movement near a bunker complex on the periphery of Cau Ha 
(2) hamlet, seven miles southeast of Danang. As the company 
maneuvered for the attack, fixed wing air strikes and artillery 
fire razed the fortifications. Assault forces, securing the 
position after a two-hour fight, counj;ed 13 NVA dead and three 
enemy weapons. 

-Interdiction 

Enemy traffic violating the lowland perimeter south and 
west of Danang was disrupted again in October as Marine units 
consistently obstructed forays along trails emanating from 
hostile base areas. Difficulties encountered by transiting ele­
ments were exampled on 4 October as an NVA unit attempted 
to depart the An Roa ba sin. 
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-Security Operations

Marine units working the immediate approaches to

Danang maintained a tightly-woven mesh of security patrols
and ambushes in October, effectively discouraging enemy
rocket and ground assaults against the area's vital military
installations and revolutionary development projects. Re-
flecting the intensity of activity committed to these assign-
ments, 2d Battalion, 1st Marines initiated 1, 282 small unit

operations in the area south of Marble Mountain. This offen-
sive, incorporating over 60 combat maneuvers by each of the
battalion's 36 rifle squads, resulted in 73 contacts which
claimed 32 enemy killed, another three captured, and ten weap-
ons seized.

The majority of the month's actions involved small
guerrilla elements deployed for limited harassment and fleet-

ing withdrawal behind an insidious array of mines and booby
traps, and normally resulted in shortlived firefights. And of-
ten, conclusive evidence of the harm inflicted on the elusive

guerrilla was lacking. However, occasional enemy units,
seeking encroachments near Danang, faced immediate account-
ing. On 23 October, Company H, 1st Marines observed enemy
movement near a bunker complex on the periphery of Cau Ha
(2) hamlet, seven miles southeast of Danang. As the company
maneuvered for the attack, fixed wing air strikes and artillery
fire razed the fortifications. Assault forces, securing the
position after a two-hour fight, counted 13 NVA dead and three
enemy weapons.

-Interdiction

Enemy traffic violating the lowland perimeter south and
west of Danang was disrupted again in October as Marine units
consistently obstructed forays along trails emanating from
hostile base areas. Difficulties encountered by transiting ele-
ments were exampled on 4 October as an NVA unit attempted
to depart the An Hoa basin.

CLASSIFIED

28

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

jifPiitJ 
; 

~---, "'-=- ---=-".,~~-=.,-.....,..., . ....,.--.,. . .,.,.-","- --= .. --

Sweeping the north side of the Vu Gia river, 18 miles 
southwest of Danang, Company E, 5th Marines detected the 
North Vietnamese approaching along the opposite bank. Al­
though unable to close immediately on the target, the unit 
halted the enemy with organic weapons fire, as fixed wing air 
strikes and mortar missions targeted available avenues of 
egress. Following a search of the site, which revealed 19 
NVA dead, the company continued its assigned mission--de­
taching a fire team to monitor the area. Shortly before dus k, 
as anticipated, a group of the enemy survivors made their 
move for safety. Assisted by an armed helicopter, the four­
man post killed another 13 NVA. 

-Reconnaissance Activities 

Again in October, the 1 st Reconnaissance Battalion ex­
tracted a heavy toll from NVA and VC units as 104 patrols, 
committed to independent STING RAY missions, and in sup­
port of large unit operations, maintained surveillance of base 
area trail networks vital to hostile logistical and operational 
traffic. Although monsoon weather occasionally shrouded 
their high-ground observation posts, the reconnaissance teams 
directed 117 artillery and 44 tactical air support missions a­
gainst enemy troop sightings, killing a total of 389 NVA and VC 
while the Marine s sustained no fatalitie s during the month. 

More than half the enemy losses from reconnaissance 
operations were scored as a 21-man Marine patrol (code-name 
WAGE EARNER) detected an NVA battalion-size unit depart 
its sheltered retreat and set course to the northeast. fuserted 
atop Hill 200, 19 miles southwest of Danang, to check traffic 
along the Vu Gia river valley and in f.Iiewestern reaches of the 
An Roa basin, the team had experienced eight days of inactiv-
ity before a company- size NVA formation was sighted on the 
afternoon of the 22d. Artillery fire, adjusted by WAGE EARNER, 
splintered the unit, killing over 50 of the 130 enemy soldier s. 
Then, at dawn on the 23d, the Marines observed the battalion's 
main body tracing the identical route employed by the previ­
ously decimated point element. 
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Sweeping the north side of the Vu Gia river, 18 miles

southwest of Danang, Company E, 5th Marines detected the
North Vietnamese approaching along the opposite bank. A1-
though unable to close immediately on the target, the unit
halted the enemy with organic weapons fire, as fixed wing air
strikes and mortar missions targeted available avenues of

egress. Following a search of the site, which revealed 19
NVA dead, the company continued its assigned mission--de-
taching a fire team to monitor the area. Shortly before dusk,
as anticipated, a group of the enemy survivors made their
move for safety. Assisted by an armed helicopter, the four-
man post killed another 13 NVA.

-Reconnaissance Activities

Again in October, the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion ex-
tracted a heavy toll from NVA and VC units as 104 patrols,
committed to independent STING RAY missions, and in sup-
port of large unit operations, maintained surveillance of base
area trail networks vital to hostile logistical and operational
traffic. Although monsoon weather occasionally shrouded
their high-ground observation posts, the reconnaissance teams
directed 117 artillery and 44 tactical air support missions a-

gainst enemy troop sightings, killing a total of 389 NVA and VC
while the Marines sustained no fatalities during the month.

More than half the enemy losses from reconnaissance

operations were scored as a 21-man Marine patrol (code-name
WAGE EARNER) detected an NVA battalion-size unit depart
its sheltered retreat and set course to the northeast. Inserted
atop Hill 200, 19 miles southwest of Danang, to check traffic

along the Vu Gia river valley and in the western reaches of the
An Hoa basin, the team had experienced eight days of inactiv-

ity before a company-size NVA formation was sighted on the
afternoon of the 22d. Artillery fire, adjusted by WAGE EARNER,
splintered the unit, killing over 50 of the 130 enemy soldiers.
Then, at dawn on the 23d, the Marines observed the battalion's
main body tracing the identical route employed by the previ-
ously decimated point element.
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]lM~U~$~W~lErm I WAGE EARNER-directed fixed wing au ana arfillery 
_ IWttikes cost the enemy another 124 t:i'oops before noon. And, 

suggesting a lack of effective command contl'ol, the battalion's 
rear element entered the same target area at mid-morning on 
the 24th, only to sustain further losses from supporting arms, 
with WAGE EARNER again calling the fire. In addition to the 
204 enemy killed by the 15 air strikes and 12 artillery missions 
placed on these targets and o~her minor sightings, immeasur­
able damage to the unit's combat efficiency resulted from the 
concurrent loss of its 122mm rockets, 82mm mortars, .50 
caliber machine guns, and 12. 7mm antiaircraft guns. 

WAGE EARNER's actions against the large sightings 
of 22, 23, and 24 October, and other enemy traffic, are shown 
on the following graph. 

ACTION BY RECONNAISSANCE TEAM WAGE EARNER: 13·24 OCTOBER 19G8 
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WAGE EARNER- -directed fixed wing air and artillery

strikes cost the enemy another 124 troops before noon. And,

suggesting a lack of effective command control, the battalion's

rear element entered the same target area at mid-morning on

the 24th, only to sustain further losses from supporting arms,
with WAGE EARNER again calling the fire. In addition to the

204 enemy killed by the 15 air strikes and 12 artillery missions

placed on these targets and other minor sightings, immeasur-

able damage to the unit's combat efficiency resulted from the

concurrent loss of its 122mm rockets, 82mm mortars, o 50

caliber machine guns, and 12. 7mm antiaircraft guns.

WAGE EARNER's actions against the large sightings
of 22, 23, and 24 October, and other enemy traffic, are shown

on the following graph.

ACTION BY RECONNAISSANCE TEAM WAGE EARNER: 13-24 OCTOBER 1968
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Kit Carson Scouts 

The Kit Carson Scout (KCS) program experienced a 20% 
expansion during October as 81 newly trained Scouts were as­
signed to the five III MAF divisions a,nd the 1 st Combined Ac­
tion Group, at Chu Lai. Numbering 470 at end-month, the 
Scouts again exhibited their value while accompanying 2, 182 
combat activities. A measure of KCS effectiveness was re­
flected in enemy losses attributed to Scouts - 35 enemy killed 
and 147 guerrilla suspects apprehended. More significant, 
however, Scout-accompanied small unit operations enjoyed a 
marked benefit as the Scouts detected 229 hidden surprise fir­
ing devices, thereby preventing numerous friendly casualties. 

With the detailed knowledge of enemy habits and prac­
tices accrued during their service as Viet Cong, the KCS iden­
tified 68 cave and tunnel locations and discovered 96 caches 
and 166 weapons during the month. In addition to this informal 
field guidance, the former guerrillas conducted 820 VC tactics 
classes for III MAF units. And, the local population learned 
of VC-dominate-a life through 76 psyops broadcasts conducted 
by the Scouts. 

The growth and accomplishments of the' III MAF-ini­
tiated Kit Carson Scout program during October is compared 
by the following charts, with monthly totals since May 1968. 
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Kit Carson Scouts

The Kit Carson Scout (KCS) program experienced a 20%

expansion during October as 81 newly trained Scouts were as-

signed to the five III MAF divisions and the 1st Combined Ac-
tion Group, at Chu Lai. Numbering 470 at end-month, the

Scouts again exhibited their value while accompanying 2, 182
combat activities. A measure of KCS effectiveness was re-
flected in enemy losses attributed to Scouts - 35 enemy killed

and 147 guerrilla suspects apprehended. More significant,
however, Scout-accompanied small unit operations enjoyed a
marked benefit as the Scouts detected 229 hidden surprise fir-

ing devices, thereby preventing numerous friendly casualties.

With the detailed knowledge of enemy habits and prac-
tices accrued during their service as Viet Cong, the KCS iden-
tified 68 cave and tunnel locations and discovered 96 caches
and 166 weapons during the month. In addition to this informal
field guidance, the former guerrillas conducted 820 VC tactics
classes for III MAF units. And, the local population learned
of VC-dominated life through 76 psyops broadcasts conducted

by the Scouts.

The growth and accomplishments of the III MAF-ini-
tiated Kit Carson Scout program during October is compared
by the following charts, with monthly totals since May 1968.
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UNCLASSIFIED KIT CARSON SCOUT PROGRAM: MAY -
OCT 68
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~1fIl~Ul~$~~~~!loLUTIONAR Y DEVELOPMENT AND PACIFICA TION 

The inclusion of two pacified villages in northern 
I CTZ brought the secure population in III MAF pacification 
areas to a record 839,579 - 14,000 more than the previous 
high in December 1967. 

Despite the reduced level of enemy activity, and the 
operational restrictions of attendant monsoonal weather, 
combined action units during October again were successful 
in their counterguerrilla campaign. Conducting 2,851 day­
light patrols and 5,166 night patrols and ambushes, the com­
bined Marine and Popular Force units killed 143 and cap­
tured 110 enemy soldiers, while seizing 70 weapons. 

The Chieu Hoi returnee rate also maintained a high 
level, as 347 enemy personnel defected in I CTZ, 65% of 
them in Thua Thien province. And, the Phoenix-Phung 
Hoang campaign, capltalizingon -the momentum gained in 
August and September, eliminated over 600 Viet Cong in­
frastructure cadre during the month~-

Combined Action Program 

At end-October, the Combined Action Program, with 
a strength of 1,767 Marines, 127 US Navy corpsmen, and 
3,155 Popular Force soldiers, included four group head­
quarters, 18 compaQY- headquarters, 98 platoons, and eight 
Mobile Training Teams (MTT1s). This status represents 
the activation of two CApl s (3 -3 -4, eight miles northeast of 
Hue, and 4-2-5, two miles southeast of Quang Tri City) and 
the inclusion of an additional 502 PF soldiers in the training 
program. 

Combined Action Company 4-3 (with four platoons), 
totaling 51 Marines, four US Navy corpsmen, and 326 PFI S , 

also became operational during the first week in October. 
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REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT AND PACIFICATION

The inclusion of two pacified villages in northern
ICTZ brought the secure population in III MAF pacification
areas to a record 839,579 -- 14,000 more than the previous
high in December 1967.

Despite the reduced level of enemy activity, and the

operational restrictions of attendant monsoonal weather,
combined action units during October again were successful
in their counterguerrilla campaign. Conducting 2,851 day-
light patrols and 5,166 night patrols and ambushes, the com-
bined Marine and Popular Force units killed 143 and cap-
tured 110 enemy soldiers, while seizing 70 weapons.

The Chieu Hoi returnee rate also maintained a high
level, as 347 enemy personnel defected in ICTZ, 65% of
them in Thua Thien province. And, the Phoenix-Phung
Hoang campaign, capitalizing on the momentum gained in
August and September, eliminated over 600 Viet Cong in-
frastructure cadre during the month.

Combined Action Program

At end-October, the Combined Action Program, with
a strength of 1, 767 Marines, 127 US Navy corpsmen, and
3,,155 Popular Force soldiers, included four group head-
quarters, 18 company headquarters, 98 platoons, and eight
Mobile Training Teams (MTT's). This status represents
the activation of two CAP's (3-3-4, eight miles northeast of
Hue, and 4-2-5, two miles southeast of Quang Tri City) and
the inclusion of an additional 502 PF soldiers in the training
program.

Combined Action Company 4-3 (with four platoons),
totaling 51 Marines, four US Navy corpsmen, and 326 PF's,
also became operational during the first week in October.
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Situated two TIliles north of Quang Tri City in Trieu Phong 
district, the cOTIlpany assists in providing security for the 
nearly 28, 500 civilians living in Trieu Long, Trieu Hoa, 
Trieu Thanh, and Trieu Hai vil1ages~_and offers a defensive 
screen on the northeast quadrant of the provincial capital. 
Within a week following activation, the cOTIlpany began hurting 
local eneTIlY units, as its3cr plal6-oi1.TCAP 4-3:':3), at 1430 on 
the 11th, killed one guerrilla and uncovered a cache contain­
ing eight individual weapons, four TIliIes northeast of Quang 
Trio At 1000 on the 23d, a-CAF 4-3-21: patrol located and cap­
tured four Viet Cong atteTIlpting to hide in a tunnel cOTIlplex 
three TIliles east of Quang Tri. 

Elsewhere in I CTZ, cOTIlbined action units continued 
their arduous counterguerrilla caTIlpaign, registering note­
worthy results, several of which are exaITlpled below. 

-At 2120 on the 5th, CAP 3-2-7 eITlployed automatic 
rifles, M-79' s, and claYlllores in ambushing an enemy squad 
nine miles south-southeast of Phu Bai. One NVA body was 
left by the fleeing eneITlY, as were 18 IS-pound satchel char­
ges and three rifles. Just after daybreak the following morn­
ing, an NVA corpsman who had been_c:aught in the ambush ral­
lied to CAP 3-2-6 and revealed six VC had been killed and four 
wounded during the previous night's action. 

-Shortly after noon on 10 October, while on combat 
patrol three miles northwest of Tam Ky, CAP 1-1-4 sur­
prised a large eneTIlY force ITloving from the southeast a­
gainst Thach An (1) 1'l?-mlet._peploying undE2t~ct_ed.iIl.to_ po§i­
tions offering unrestricted fields of frontal and flanking fire, 
the Marines and PF' s attacked with organic weapons, simul­
taneously directing preplanned artillery concentrations a­
gainst enemy rear guard elements and logical avenues of es­
cape. Caught i~':l:_~rossfire, the enemy withdrew, leavin_g 18 
dead on the field. Friendly casualties for the engagement 
were one Marine and two PF soldier s wounded. 

-Prior to dawn on the 28th, four mile s north-north­
east of Tam Ky, a CAP 1-1-7 ambush observed and killed four 
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Situated two miles north of Quang Tri City in Trieu Phong
district, the company assists in providing security for the

nearly 28, 500 civilians living in Trieu Long, Trieu Hoa,
Trieu Thanh, and Trieu Hai villages, and offers a defensive
screen on the northeast quadrant of the provincial capital.
Within a week following activation, the company began hurting
local enemy units, as its 3d platoon (CAP 4-3-3), at 1430 on
the 11th, killed one guerrilla and uncovered a cache contain-

ing eight individual weapons, four miles northeast of Quang
Tri. At 1000 on the 23d, a CAP 4-3-4 patrol located and cap-
tured four Viet Cong attempting to hide in a tunnel complex
three miles east of Quang Tri.

Elsewhere in I CTZ, combined action units continued
their arduous counterguerrilla campaign, registering note-
worthy results, several of which are exampled below.

-At 2120 on the 5th, CAP 3-2-7 employed automatic
rifles, M-79's, and claymores in ambushing an enemy squad
nine miles south-southeast of Phu Bai. One NVA body was
left by the fleeing enemy, as were 18 15-pound satchel char-

ges and three rifles. Just after daybreak the following morn-
ing, an NVA corpsman who had been caught in the ambush ral-
lied to CAP 3-2-6 and revealed six VC had been killed and four
wounded during the previous night's action.

-Shortly after noon on 10 October, while on combat
patrol three miles northwest of Tam Ky, CAP 1-1-4 sur-
prised a large enemy force moving from the southeast a-
gainst Thach An (1) hamlet. Deploying undetected into posi-
tions offering unrestricted fields of frontal and flanking fire,
the Marines and PF's attacked with organic weapons, simul-
taneously directing preplanned artillery concentrations a-
gainst enemy rear guard elements and logical avenues of es-

cape. Caught in a crossfire, the enemy withdrew, leaving 18
dead on the field. Friendly casualties for the engagement
were one Marine and two PF soldiers wounded.

-Prior to dawn on the 28th, four miles north-north-
east of Tam Ky, a CAP 1-1-7 ambush observed and killed four
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Viet Congo While subsequently sweeping the killing zone, the 
CAP element came under small ar!'rl.s fire. Reacting rapidly, 
the Marines and PFI s, supported by artillery, returned fire 
and counterattacked a 20-man enemy force, killing ten VC, cap­
turing five, and seizing six weapons. One PF was killed, and 
six PF' s and one Marine were wounded during the fireiight. 

Throughout the month, combined action units conduct­
ed 8, 017 small unit operations, 64% of which were at night. 
The October operations and results, along with those since Oc­
tober 1967, are portrayed in the following graphs. 
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SPORT

Viet Cong. While subsequently sweeping the killing zone, the

CAP element came under small arms fire. Reacting rapidly,
the Marines and PF's, supported by artillery, returned fire

and counterattacked a 20-man enemy force, killing ten VC, cap-
turing five, and seizing six weapons. One PF was killed, and
six PF's and one Marine were wounded during the firefight.

Throughout the month, combined action units conduct-
ed 8,017 small unit operations, 64% of which were at night.
The October operations and results, along with those since Oc-
tober 1967, are portrayed in the following graphs.

COMBINED ACTION UNIT ACTIVITY
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Of the 98 CAP's in being, 34 were operating independ­

ent of a stationary compound at end-month. Maneuvering from 
position to position within their operating areas, the platoons 
deny fixed targets to -enemy sapper and mortar teams. Addi­
tionally, the increased mobility inherent in this concept results 
in more rapid responses to enemy initiated incidents. It is an-. 
ticipated that, by the end of the year, some 75% of the CAP's 
will be operating in this manner.-

Anti-Viet Cong Infrastructure Campaign 

The Phoenix-Phung Hoang program, which as of 30 
September had eliminated 2, 538 I CTZ Viet Cong infrastruc­
ture (VCl) cadre in 1968, again was effective in October. The 
campaign, designed to identify and eradicate the VCl - the ma­
jor threat to long-term freedom and security for the Vietnam­
ese - deleted a record 617 known infrastructure personalities 
from cadre rolls during the month. 

Highlighting the October effort were operations in 
Thua Thien, where, in exploitation of August and September 
successes, combined GVN and III MAF units accelerated their 
drive, particularly in the coastal dis~icts of Phu Vang and 
Vinh Loc. By end-month, protracted operations in the two 
areas had netted 250 enemy killed, 185 VCI captured, 347 other 
enemy taken prisoner, and 98 Chieu Hoi returnees. 

Augmenting the Thua Thien Phoenix-Phung Hoang cam­
paign was ARVN Ope:r-ation LAMSON 2L15. Conducted by the 
54th ARVN Regiment, the operation, qver a two-month period, 
resulted in 324 enemy killed, 287 taken prisoner, and 343 wea­
pons captured. Thi s combination of ~J:1oenix-Phung Hoang and 
ARVN revolutionary development operations typifies the effec­
tive coordination inherent in the GVN/III MAF effort to rid I 
CTZ of VCr. 
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Of the 98 CAP's in being, 34 were operating independ-
ent of a stationary compound at end-month. Maneuvering from
position to position within their operating areas, the platoons
deny fixed targets to enemy sapper and mortar teams. Addi-
tionally, the increased mobility inherent in this concept results
in more rapid responses to enemy initiated incidents. It is an-
ticipated that, by the end of the year, some 75% of the CAP's
will be operating in this manner.

Anti-Viet Cong Infrastructure Campaign

The Phoenix-Phung Hoang program, which as of 30
September had eliminated 2, 538 I CTZ Viet Cong infrastruc-
ture (VCI) cadre in 1968, again was effective in October. The
campaign, designed to identify and eradicate the VCI-- the ma-
jor threat to long-term freedom and security for the Vietnam-
ese - deleted a record 617 known infrastructure personalities
from cadre rolls during the month.

Highlighting the October effort were operations in
Thua Thien, where, in exploitation of August and September
successes, combined GVN and III MAF units accelerated their
drive, particularly in the coastal districts of Phu Vang and
Vinh Loc. By end-month, protracted operations in the two
areas had netted 250 enemy killed, 185 VCI captured, 347 other
enemy taken prisoner, and 98 Chieu Hoi returnees.

Augmenting the Thua Thien Phoenix-Phung Hoang cam-
paign was ARVN Operation LAM SON 245. Conducted by the
54th ARVN Regiment, the operation, over a two-month period,resulted in 324 enemy killed, 287 taken prisoner, and 343 wea-
pons captured. This combination of Phoenix-Phung Hoang and
ARVN revolutionary development operations typifies the effec-
tive coordination inherent in the GVN/III MAF effort to rid I
CTZ of VCI.
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Psychological Operations 

Again in October, as in September, monsoon rains ad­
versely affected the aerial dissemination of leaflets in I CTZ, 
as but 115. 5 million leaflets were di stributed. However, other 
areas of the combined III MAF /GVN psychological operations 
campaign continued at a relatively high level, with 1,590 broad­
casts and 642 visual presentations conducted. The following 
graphs depict the I CTZ psyops effort over the past 13 months. 
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Psychological Operations

Again in October, as in September, monsoon rains ad-

versely affected the aerial dissemination of leaflets in I CTZ,
as but 115. 5 million leaflets were distributed. However, other
areas of the combined III MAF/GVN psychological operations
campaign continued at a relatively high level, with 1,590 broad-
casts and 642 visual presentations conducted. The following
graphs depict the I CTZ psyops effort over the past 13 months.

PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS -
I CTZ
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One of the primary areas of psychological operations 
interest is the rewards program. Designed, through patrio­
tism and reward, to induce I CTZ civilians to report enemy 
movements and plans, to identify infrastructure personalities, 
and to turn in munitions and equipment, the program has deve­
loped into a highly successful weapon. Since May, civilians 
have taken advantage of the opportunity afforded by the program 
to provide intelligence items to friendly forces in I CTZ on 
6,140oceasions, nearly six times as many as the 1,082 in­
stances recorded in all of 1967. 

Chieu Hoi Returnees 

I CTZ enemy personnel continued to defect at a high 
level, as 347 former enemy rallied to the GVN during the 
month. The se returnee s brought the 1968 total to 2, 583 - 44 
more than the 2, 539 defections recorded all last year. 

In consonance with the trend since March, the largest 
proportion (227) of the returnees rallied in Thua Thien, where 
the combined Phoenix-Phung Hoang campaign has pressured 
severely the Viet Cong infrastructure along the coastal plain. 
During the past eight months, 1,161 (520/0) of the I CTZ ralliers 
have been in Thua Thien. 

Returnees also continued to surrender weapons at a 
high rate, with 84 (approximately one per four returnees) 
turned in during October. The monthly total brings the num­
ber of weapons in 1968 to 662, or enough to arm nearly two 
Viet Cong battalions. __ 

Following are two one-year I CTZ graphs: one dis­
playing the Chieu Hoi rate; the other presenting the level of 
weapon retrieval. 
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One of the primary areas of psychological operations

interest is the rewards program. Designed, through patrio-
tism and reward, to induce I CTZ civilians to report enemy
movements and plans, to identify infrastructure personalities,
and to turn in munitions and equipment, the program has deve-
loped into a highly successful weapon. Since May, civilians
have taken advantage of the opportunity afforded by the program
to provide intelligence items to friendly forces in I CTZ on
6,,140 occasions, nearly six times as many as the 1, 082 in-
stances recorded in all of 1967.

Chieu Hoi Returnees

I CTZ enemy personnel continued to defect at a high
level, as 347 former enemy rallied to the GVN during the
month. These returnees brought the 1968 total to 2, 583 - 44
more than the 2, 539 defections recorded all last year.

In consonance with the trend since March, the largest
proportion (227) of the returnees rallied in Thua Thien, where
the combined Phoenix-Phung Hoang campaign has pressured
severely the Viet Cong infrastructure along the coastal plain.
During the past eight months, 1,,161 (52%) of the I CTZ ralliers
have been in Thua Thien.

Returnees also continued to surrender weapons at a
high rate, with 84 (approximately one per four returnees)
turned in during October. The monthly total brings the num-
ber of weapons in 1968 to 662, or enough to arm nearly two
Viet Cong battalions.

Following are two one-year I CTZ graphs: one dis-
playing the Chieu Hoi rate; the other presenting the level of
weapon retrieval.
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As often has been the case, enemy defectors during 
the month provided III MAF and the Q_yN with significant in- _ 
telligence. A group _of rallie=--~ in Phu Vang clistrict, Thua_ 
Thien province provided information leading to the discovery 
of a cache containing one 60mm mortar, one machine gun, one 
rifle, several carbines, and the pers~nnel roster of the G-117 
Local Force Viet Gong Company. And, a defector in Quang 
Tin province leaAm'ericalblvIsion-units-to-a-cache of -200 
pounds of TNT, scheduled for use against Route 1 bridges. 

Pacification 

On 31 October, a record 839, 579 Vietnamese civilians 
were living in the security of the 93 villages which had gained 
a rating of 60% or higher on the III MAF pacification evaluation 
scale. Having decreased to approxi~~tely 742, 000 as of 31 
March (after the Tet offensive), the secure population of I GTZ, 
with a resurgence of the III ~F paci!_~cation effort, increased 
by 97,407 during the last seven months. And representing an 
increase of some 14,000 over the end-1967 secure population 
census (the previous record), the October status marks the 
first time the pre-Tet pacification posture has been either at­
tained or surpassed. 
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CHIEU HOI RETURNEES I CTZ

CHIEU HOI RETURNEES WEAPONS SURRENDERED
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Northern CTZ Remainder of 1 CTZ

As often has been the case, enemy defectors during
the month provided III MAF and the GVN with significant in-
telligence. A group of ralliers in Phu Vang district, Thua
Thien province provided information leading to the discovery
of a cache containing one 60mm mortar, one machine gun, one
rifle, several carbines, and the personnel roster of the C-117
Local Force Viet Cong Company. And, a defector in Quang
Tin province led Americal Division units to a cache of 200
pounds of TNT, scheduled for use against Route 1 bridges.

Pacification

On 31 October, a record 839, 579 Vietnamese civilians
were living in the security of the 93 villages which had gained
a rating of 60% or higher on the III MAF pacification evaluation
scale. Having decreased to approximately 742, 000 as of 31
March (after the Tet offensive), the secure population of I CTZ,
with a resurgence of the III MAF pacification effort, increased
by 97, 407 during the last seven months. And representing an
increase of some 14,000 over the end-1967 secure population
census (the previous record), the October status marks the
first time the pre-Tet pacification posture has been either at-
tained or surpassed.
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Two populated villages in northern I CTZ, Hai Tai 
and Hai Thuong (fringing the southern section of Quang Tri 
City), were added to the III MAF pacification system. The 
inclusion of these villages brings an additional 16,092 secure 
civilians into the III MAF system. 

In the remainder of the tactical zone, the pacification 
status remained relatively stable. However, the 1 November 
initiation of a coordinated III MAF and GVN special pacifica­
tion campaign portends a continued effort to bring greater se­
curity to the pe ople of I CT Z • 

The five maps which follow depict the status of III 
MAF pacification areas at end-month. 
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Two populated villages in northern I CTZ, Hai Tai

and Hai Thuong (fringing the southern section of Quang Tri
City), were added to the III MAF pacification system. The
inclusion of these villages brings an additional 16,092 secure
civilians into the III MAF system.

In the remainder of the tactical zone, the pacification
status remained relatively stable. However, the 1 November
initiation of a coordinated III MAF and GVN special pacifica-
tion campaign portends a continued effort to bring greater se-

curity to the people of I CTZ.

The five maps which follow depict the status of III

MAF pacification areas at end-month.
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PACIFICATION STATUS· NORTHERN I Cll 

o 

Kilometer< 

* Province capital 

~ 

PERCENT SQUARE MILES CIVILIAN POPULATION VILLAGES 
PACIFIED 

OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 
D Under 

20% 47 144 95 2,643 24,179 2,643 2 15 8 

§l] 20% - 45 38 - 9,741 3,741 - 3 2 

• 40% 61 18 29 21,256 7,645 17,230 5 2 4 

III 60% 63 34 29 21,892 15,032 20,292 6 4 4 

• 80% 37 34 29 13,615 24,708 32,404 3 2 3 

100% - - - - - - - - -

TOTAL 208 275 220 59,606 81,305 76,310 16 26 21 
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UNCLASSIFIED PACIFICATION STATUS - NORTHERN I CTZ

53

GIO LINKI

DMZ CON THIEN CUA VIET
561

ONG HA
(560)

66 CAM

QUANG TRI

55

DMZ
DONGNA

PHU BAL 4
KORTHERN / CTZ

AREA .
DAMANG

TRI CYZ

GUANG
CHU LAS

THIEN
THUA DMC

33

50 10

Kilometers

2 4

Province capital

SQUARE MILES CIVILIAN POPULATION VILLAGESPERCENT
PACIFIED

OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 APR 68 OCT 68OCT 67

Under
2,64347 95144 24,179 22,643 15 820%

20% 245 38 9,741 3,741 3- - -
40% 261 18 29 21,256 7,645 17,230 5 4

60% 63 34 29 21,892 20,29215,032 46 4

80% 337 13,81534 29 24,708 32,404 2 3

100% -- -- --- -
TOTAL 208 220 59,606275 81,305 76,310 16 26 21

UNCLASSIFIED T

41

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

PACIFICATION STATUS· PHU RAI AREA 

* Provinco capital 

PERCENT SQUARE MILES CIVILIAN POPULATION VILLAGES 

PACifiED OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 
D Under 

20% 35 35 - 11,199 11,199 - 11 11 -

[]] 20% 17 17 17 2,979 2,979 2,979 1 1 1 

II 40% - - - - - - - - -.. 60% 33 71 96 24,255 39,675 52,320 3 6 7 

II 90% 77 39 136 33,703 17,954 36,219 7 4 7 

100% - - - - - - - - -
TOTAL 162 162 249 72,036 71,707 93,419 22 22 15 
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UNCLASSIFIED PACIFICATION STATUS . PHU BAI AREA

9 08 80 29 1

DMZ
DONG MA

3

DAMANG

BAT AREAHUE
CRY LAI

CTE

2 SUC 2PHU BAI

5 100

Kilometers
1 1

BUAU-0 0
BTAT

9 9

88

THIER

7 7

8 2 89 0 9 0

* Province capital

SQUARE MILES CIVILIAN POPULATION VILLAGESPERCENT
PACIFIED

OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 OCT 67 APR 68OCT 68 OCT 68OCT 67 APR 68

Under 3535 11,199 1111,199 11- - -
20%

171720% 17 2,879 2,879 2,879 1 1 1

40% -- - -- - ---

60% 24,25533 71 39,675 52,32096 63 7

80% 33,70377 39 17,954136 38,219 7 4 7

100% - -- --- - --

TOTAL 71,70772,036162 249162 93,418 22 1522
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PACIFICATION STATUS· DANANG AREA 

* Province capital 

PERCENT SQUARE MILES CIVILIAN POPULATION VILLAGES 

PACIFIED OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 
DUnder 

20% 645 664 235 193,826 204,680 166,159 44 45 34 

[]] 20% 93 73 26 67,252 70,634 54,584 15 15 11 

11140% 73 58 57 54,634 48,987 45,068 13 11 11 

l1li60% 76 105 178 73,790 109,524 141,652 14 20 26 

1180% 161 148 103 422,690 391,920 392,288 26 21 18 

100% - - - - - - - - -
TOTAL 1,048 1,048 599 812,192 825,745 799,951 112 112 102 
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UNCLASSIFIED PACIFICATION STATUS - DANANG AREA

2AT 0 BTZC 20 98AT1

(I) 100 5

9 Kilometers
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8

A
MarbleX Mountain

7

HOI AN6 6

5

DMZ
DONG HA

4 4
PHU BAI

CTI
. DANANG

JANANG AREA CHULAI

3
NUILOC SONDUC

CTZ

ZC2 AT AT 0 BT0 19 2

Province capital

CIVILIAN POPULATIONSQUARE MILES VILLAGESPERCENT
PACIFIED OCT 67 OCT 67APR 68 OCT 68 APR 68 OCT 68OCT 67 OCT 68APR 68

Under
664645 235 193,826 204,680 166,159 4544 3420%

20% 7393 26 67,252 70,634 1554,584 15 11

7340% 5758 54,634 48,987 45,068 13 11 11

60% 76 105 178 73,790 109,524 141,852 14 20 28

80% 161 148 422,690103 391,920 26392,288 1821

100% -- - - - -- - -
TOTAL 1,048 1,048 599 812,192 825,745 112799,951 112 102
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PACIFICATION STATUS· CHU LAI AREA 

BT 

BS 

Ul\l'<IG ,.,1'1 Q ..,,--. 

;;~---;-NG~I 

* P,ovlMee capital 

PERCENT SQUARE MILES CIVILIAN POPULATION 

PACIFIED OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 
D Under 

20% 212 248 257 81,011 87,386 76,784 

Ilillillill 20% 37 55 94 23,704 39,226 49,518 

_ 40% 103 133 104 65,851 74,441 57,927 

_ 60% 57 100 101 51,567 74,312 82,722 

_ 80% 
124 12 9 57,291 11,058 6,178 

100% - - - - - -

TOTAL 533 548 565 279,424 286,423 273,129 

DECLASSIFIED 

BT 
0 

BS 

9 

VILLAGES 

OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 

21 23 21 

5 6 10 

9 11 9 

11 15 16 

11 2 1 

- - -

57 57 57 
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UNCLASSIFIED PACIFICATION STATUS -
CHU LAI AREA

2 3 5 6 74 8

50 10

Kilometers
3 3

DMZ
€ DONG HA

PHU BAI

CTZ
DANANG

(II LAI AREA2 2
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1 1

CHU LAI
1

BT BT
0 0

BS BS

TINQUANG
NGAIQUANG

9 9

8

QUANG NGAI
7 7

82 73 54 6

Province capital

SQUARE MILES CIVILIAN POPULATION VILLAGESPERCENT
PACIFIED

OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 67OCT 68 APR 68 OCT 68 OCT 67 OCT 68APR 68

Under
212 248 257 81,011 2187,386 76,784 2120% 23

20% 37 55 94 23,704 39,226 49,518 5 6 10

40% 133103 104 65,851 74,441 57,927 9 11 9

60% 57 100 101 51,567 74,312 82,722 1511 16

80% 124 12 57,2919 11,058 116,178 2 1

100% - - - - - --

TOTAL 533 565548 279,424 286,423 273,129 57 57 57
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PACIFICATION STATUS . DUC PHD AREA 

CTZ 

;2 

PERCENT SQUARE MILES CIVILIAN POPULATION VILLAGES 

PACIFIED OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 
oUnder 

20% - - - - - - - - -
1illill20% 36 23 31 34,619 28,810 15,8::35 6 4 4 

II'1II40% 64 45 63 67,642 29,246 57,377 7 6 9 

11 60% ::32 77 77 ::36,455 40,404 54,697 4 6 6 

.-80% 10 17 17 17,704 16,183 18,607 2 ::3 3 

100% - - - - - - - - -
TOTAL 162 162 188 156,420 114,643 146,516 19 19 22 
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PACIFICATION STATUS - DUC PHO AREA

98

0 5 10

Kilometers

5 5

4 4

CTZ

3 3

DMZ
DONG HA

PHU BAI

CTI
2 DANANG

2

II CTZCHULAI

PMO AREA

SQUARE MILES CIVILIAN POPULATION VILLAGESPERCENT
PACIFIED OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68 OCT 67 OCT 68APR 68 OCT 67 APR 68 OCT 68

Under - -- - --- -20%
20% 36 23 34,61931 28,810 15,835 46 4
40% 4584 67,64263 29,246 57,377 7 6 9

60% 36,45532 77 40,40477 54,697 64 6

280% 310 17 17,70417 18,60716,183 3
100% -- - - - --- -

TOTAL 156,420162162 114,643188 146,516 2219 19
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ARVN Support for Revolutionary Development 

Since January 1967, ARVN forces have been com­
mitted to the direct support of the revolutionary development 
campaign. During the fir st month of _commitment, I Corps bat­
talions conducted eight operations, accounting for 63 enemy 
killed, 14 captured, and 51 weapons seized. The program ex­
panded throughout 1967, and by end-year, the ARVN had con­
ducted 175 operations, resulting in 4,170 enemy killed, 829 
prisoners, and 1,218 weapons captured. In 1968, ARVN in­
volvement in RD has continued to grow, and the results already 
have surpassed the 1967 effort. Thus far this year,. 380 opera­
tions have been conducted, with I Corps battalions killing 
5,153 enemy, capturing another 1,186, and seizing 1,838 weap­
ons. 

The following graphs, displaying the 1967 and 1968 
monthly averages of-ARVN RD support operations and their 

results, demonstrate the progress the ARVN has made in the 
past 22 months in denying the enemyaccess to RD priority 
areas in I CTZ. 

ARVN REVOLUTIONARY DEVElOPMENT SUPPORT 
1967 VS 1968* MONTHLY AVERAGES 

OPERATIONS CONDUCTED ENEMY KillED ENEMY CAPTURED WEAPONS CAPTURED 

301----

201-----

10 

19&7 19&8 1[67 1968 1967 1968 1968 

'" , January tnrough October, 
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ARVN Support for Revolutionary Development

Since January 1967, ARVN forces have been com-
mitted to the direct support of the revolutionary development
campaign. During the first month of commitment, I Corps bat-

talions conducted eight operations, accounting for 63 enemy
killed, 14 captured, and 51 weapons seized. The program ex-

panded throughout 1967, and by end-year, the ARVN had con-
ducted 175 operations, resulting in 4, 170 enemy killed, 829

prisoners, and 1,218 weapons captured. In 1968, ARVN in-

volvement in RD has continued to grow, and the results already
have surpassed the 1967 effort. Thus far this year, 380 opera-
tions have been conducted, with I Corps battalions killing
5,153 enemy, capturing another 1,186, and seizing 1,838 weap-
ons.

The following graphs, displaying the 1967 and 1968
monthly averages of ARVN RD support operations and their

results, demonstrate the progress the ARVN has made in the

past 22 months in denying the enemy access to RD priority
areas in I CTZ.

ARVN REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT

1967 VS 1968* MONTHLY AVERAGES

ENEMY CAPTURED WEAPONS CAPTUREDOPERATIONS CONDUCTED ENEMY KILLED

450 15010530

300 7020 100

150 5010 35

19671967 19681967 1967 19681968 1968

*
January through October.
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_ BASE DEFENSE 

Impeded by heavier than usual monsoon rains, and 
the continued saturation patrolling by III MAF counterguer­
rilla forces, enemy efforts against the major bases in Octo­
ber were limited to sporadic artillery attacks against Dong 
Ha and Cua Viet by DMZ and North Vietnam-based artillery 
units. 

In the Danang area, a total of 38.7 inches of rain­
fall was recorded, more than 15 inches above the norm. 
The resultant flooding experienced in the Danang lowlands 
restricted the enem~ls mobility and inundated many of the 
possible rocket launching areas. Although no rocket attacks 
were initiated against lllajor bases in I CTZ during October, 
enemy rocket units attelllpted, on at least three occasions, 
to lllove l22mm rockets into firing positions in the Danang 
area. 

- The first incident occurred four kilollleters north­
west of An Hoa, on the 22d, when a Marine reconnaissance 
team sighted a 79-man enemy unit moving an undetermined 
number of l22111m rockets toward Danang. Artillery was di­
rected on the enemy force, resulting in five secondary explo­
sions and 22 enemy killed. 

- The following morning another large enemy force 
was observed attempting to move rockets through the sallle 
area. A close air support mission was conducted, killing 
67 enemy and scattering the remainder. 

-Also on th~ _23d,_H~3-<l9.ua._l"ters_ap._~§exyiceC:_ompa.p.y, 
1st Battalion, 7th Marines uncovered eight 122111m rockets, 
still in their shipping crates, cached six miles southwest of 
the Danang airbase. 
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UNCLASSIFIED BASE DEFENSE

Impeded by heavier than usual monsoon rains, and
the continued saturation patrolling by III MAF counterguer-
rilla forces, enemy efforts against the major bases in Octo-
ber were limited to sporadic artillery attacks against Dong
Ha and Cua Viet by DMZ and North Vietnam-based artillery
units.

In the Danang area, a total of 38. 7 inches of rain-
fall was recorded, more than 15 inches above the norm.
The resultant flooding experienced in the Danang lowlands
restricted the enemy's mobility and inundated many of the

possible rocket launching areas. Although no rocket attacks
were initiated against major bases in I CTZ during October,
enemy rocket units attempted, on at least three occasions,
to move 122mm rockets into firing positions in the Danang
area.

-The first incident occurred four kilometers north-
west of An Hoa, on the 22d, when a Marine reconnaissance
team sighted a 79-man enemy unit moving an undetermined
number of 122mm rockets toward Danang. Artillery was di-

rected on the enemy force, resulting in five secondary explo-
sions and 22 enemy killed.

-The following morning another large enemy force
was observed attempting to move rockets through the same
area. A close air support mission was conducted, killing
67 enemy and scattering the remainder.

-Also on the 23d, Headquarters and Service Company,
1st Battalion, 7th Marines uncovered eight 122mm rockets,
still in their shipping crates, cached six miles southwest of
the Danang airbase.
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Concurrently, the DMZ area was affected by the 
monsoon rains, with a total of 26.51 inches of rain falling 
at Dong Ha. Although the extent to which the monsoon affected 
enemy artillery firing and resupply capabilities is uncertain, 
there was no enemy artillery fire received in the DMZ area 
from 4 to 22 October. However, during the last ten days of 
the month, North Vietnamese artillery units initiated three 
attacks against the combat bases at Dong Ha and Cua Viet, 
the two most significant of which are described below. 

-At 1510 on 22 October, an enemy 130mm artillery 
unit mounted a 30- round attack against Dong Ha village and 
adjacent cOlnbat base. Casualties from this attack were sub­
stantial; six US, two ARVN, and four civilians killed, and 
13 US, six ARVN, and seven civilians wounded. In addition, 
21 buildings, two tanks, and two artillery pieces received 
light damage. Marine fighter /attack aircraft quickly locat­
ed, and silenced, the enemy's firing position, 14 miles 
northwest of Dong Ha, on the northern boundary of the DMZ, 
with one 130mm gun destroyed. 

-On the 30th, in an attack that lasted for almost two 
hours, a total of 40 rounds of l30mm artillery fell on Dong 
Ha, re suIting in three Marine s killed~ and eight Marines, 

,one Seabee, and two US and one Vietnamese soldier wounded. 
Material damage was relatively light, although the enemy 
did manage to s-core -twohifs-fn the Grade III {unserviceable} 
ammunition storage area, destroying approximately 300 tons 
of ammunition awaiting dis pas al. 

October was the first month since December 1967 
the ene~y failed to launch a single rocket attack against the 
sprawling Danang complex, most likely due to the rain-induced 
restrictions imposed-onliis movement of troops and ordnance, 
by' the flooding of his possible launch sites, and the 24-hour 
surveillance of the area by alert Marine patrols. Despite 
retardation by the monsoon rains and continued saturation 
patrolling by m MAF, the enemy retains the capability of 
launching limited rocket attacks against any m MAF in-
s talla tion. '-, -n-r\-nl(U-[1-ffij-"-~-~-!R>-ri f?-l-~-I-;l,\I, I 

~11:1!\\lil I v. ~~,I'i?iI II): 

uU\J0~ "U~Z!)i;G:. 
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Concurrently, the DMZ area was affected by the

monsoon rains, with a total of 26.51 inches of rain falling
at Dong Ha. Although the extent to which the monsoon affected

enemy artillery firing and resupply capabilities is uncertain,
there was no enemy artillery fire received in the DMZ area
from 4 to 22 October. However, during the last ten days of
the month, North Vietnamese artillery units initiated three
attacks against the combat bases at Dong Ha and Cua Viet,
the two most significant of which are described below.

At 1510 on 22 October, an enemy 130mm artillery
unit mounted a 30-round attack against Dong Ha village and
adjacent combat base. Casualties from this attack were sub-
stantial; six US, two ARVN, and four civilians killed, and
13 US, six ARVN, and seven civilians wounded. In addition,
21 buildings, two tanks, and two artillery pieces received
light damage. Marine fighter/attack aircraft quickly locat-

ed, and silenced, the enemy's firing position, 14 miles
northwest of Dong Ha, on the northern boundary of the DMZ,
with one 130mm gun destroyed.

-On the 30th, in an attack that lasted for almost two
hours, a total of 40 rounds of 130mm artillery fell on Dong
Ha, resulting in three Marines killed, and eight Marines,
one Seabee, and two US and one Vietnamese soldier wounded.
Material damage was relatively light, although the enemy
did manage to score two hits in the Grade III (unserviceable)
ammunition storage area, destroying approximately 300 tons
of ammunition awaiting disposal.

October was the first month since December 1967
the enemy failed to launch a single rocket attack against the

sprawling Danang complex, most likely due to the rain-induced
restrictions imposed on his movement of troops and ordnance,
by the flooding of his possible launch sites, and the 24-hour
surveillance of the area by alert Marine patrols. Despite
retardation by the monsoon rains and continued saturation
patrolling by III MAF, the enemy retains the capability of

launching limited rocket attacks against any III MAF in-
stallation.
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AIR OPERATIONS 

During October, fixed wing pilots of the 1st Ma­
rine Aircraft Wing flew 6,862 sorties in support of Free 

. World and ARVN forces in South Vietnam, and against tar­
gets in North Vietnam and Laos. Helicopter pilots of the 
wing and the two Special Landing Forces of the US Sev­
enth Fleet logged 61,259 sorties, helilifting 121,596 pas­
sengers and 12,586 tons of cargo. 

Effect of Weather on Air Operations 

The generally deteriorating weather prevailing 
throughout I CTZ (attendant to the ~nnual northeast mon­
soon) accounted for a comparative decrease in the Marine 
fixed wing air effort during the mO!lth. There were 1, 728 
sorties cancelled because of inclement base or target weath­
er, 318 more than the previous high of 1,410 cancelled in 
November 1966. Of the 1,728 sorties cancelled, 1, 184 had 
been scheduled against in-country targets, while 544 were 
to have been directed against targets in North Vietnam or 
Laos. 

The period of the northeast monsoon, normally from 
October to March, brings to the m~jority of Southeast Asia 
a cold, dry wind which has travelled down from Siberia 
and across China. The northeast winds which strike the 

-- - --

coastal lowlands of the two Vietnams have an opportunity, 
however, of crossing a few hundred miles of the warm 
and humid South China Seao __ B)LJQe_tin:le __ the wind reaches 
the coastline, it is no longer dry but is instead saturated 
with moisture. That area extending from Vinh (in North 
Vietnam) southward to Cap Padaran (near Cam Ranh Bay 
in the southern portion of II CTZ) thus receives the greatest 
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AIR OPERATIONS

During October, fixed wing pilots of the 1st Ma-
rine Aircraft Wing flew 6,862 sorties in support of Free
World and ARVN forces in South Vietnam, and against tar-

gets in North Vietnam and Laos. Helicopter pilots of the

wing and the two Special Landing Forces of the US Sev-
enth Fleet logged 61,259 sorties, helilifting 121,596 pas-
sengers and 12,586 tons of cargo.

Effect of Weather on Air Operations

The generally deteriorating weather prevailing
throughout I CTZ (attendant to the annual northeast mon-
soon) accounted for a comparative decrease in the Marine
fixed wing air effort during the month. There were 1,728
sorties cancelled because of inclement base or target weath-
er, 318 more than the previous high of 1,410 cancelled in
November 1966. Of the 1,728 sorties cancelled, 1, 184 had
been scheduled against in-country targets, while 544 were
to have been directed against targets in North Vietnam or
Laos.

The period of the northeast monsoon, normally from
October to March, brings to the majority of Southeast Asia
a cold, dry wind which has travelled down from Siberia
and across China. The northeast winds which strike the
coastal lowlands of the two Vietnams have an opportunity,
however, of crossing a few hundred miles of the warm
and humid South China Sea. By the time the wind reaches
the coastline, it is no longer dry but is instead saturated
with moisture. That area extending from Vinh (in North
Vietnam) southward to Cap Padaran (near Cam Ranh Bay
in the southern portion of II CTZ) thus receives the greatest
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po on of its rainfall.during this period. A sampling of 
the annual rainfall shows Vinh with 72 inches, Hue with 
127 inches, Danang with 85 inches, Quang Ngai with 89 
inches, Nha Trang with 56 inches, and Cap Padaran with 
29 inches. In each case, the months of September, Oc­
tober, and November produce the greatest amounts of rain. 

Associated with the northeast monsoon is a phenom­
enon known as "crachin", a situation wherein the ceiling 
and visibility is drastically and quickly reduced by fog and 
drizzle. Crachin may last for as long as five days but 
will not normally occur prior to October or after April. 

The graphs on the following page de pict normal 
monthly rainfall (in inches) at selected locations in I CTZ, 
as related to actual rainfall accruing over the past 13 
months at the same stations. 
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portion of its rainfall during this period. A sampling of
the annual rainfall shows Vinh with 72 inches, Hue with
127 inches, Danang with 85 inches, Quang Ngai with 89
inches, Nha Trang with 56 inches, and Cap Padaran with
29 inches. In each case, the months of September, Oc-
tober, and November produce the greatest amounts of rain.

Associated with the northeast monsoon is a phenom-
enon known as "crachin", a situation wherein the ceiling
and visibility is drastically and quickly reduced by fog and
drizzle. Crachin may last for as long as five days but
will not normally occur prior to October or after April.

The graphs on the following page depict normal
monthly rainfall (in inches) at selected locations in I CTZ,
as related to actual rainfall accruing over the past 13
months at the same stations.
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"Wing Operations 

-In-Country Operations 

Marine pilots flew 5,349 sorties during October in sup­
port of ill MAF, ARVN, and ROK Marines operating within I 
CTZ. Of this number, 4, 186 were classified as combat flights 
and 1, 163 were combat support sorties. The total in-country 
fixed wing effort was 928 sorties less than the 6,277 combat 
and combat support flights flown in September, with the de­
crease attributed to the inclement base and target weather 
prevailing during the month. 

The month's confirmed battle damage assessment in I 
CTZ, credited to Marine pilots, was more than 130 enemy sol­
diers killed and 662 structu;res, 1,003 bunkers, ten bridges, 
22 weapons positions, and nine boatsaestroyed. Further, the 
137 secondary explosions and 108 secondary fires reported at­
test to the damage caused to enemy ammunition and POL caches. 
Aerial ordnance expended by fixed wHig pilots amounted to 6,412 
tons of bombs, 24, 132 rockets, and 1,866 napalm bombs. 

- -Close Air Support 

Although weather did hamper air operations somewhat, 
the continual close air support provided to tactically engaged 
ground units maintained its high rate of effectiveness, as ex­
emplified in the following actions. 

-At 1400 on 3 October, Company L, 5th Marines, pa­
trolling the area five miles north-northeast of An Hoa, engaged 
an enemy force of undetermined size with organic small arms 
and automatic weapons fire. The battle, supported by artil­
lery fire and tactical air strikes, resulted in five NVA killed 
and two weapons captured. The enemy withdrawal was sub­
sequently detected by a Marine aerial observer who directed 
additional air attacks against the fleeing enemy, accounting 
for eight more NVA killed and a secondary explosion. 

52 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

Fixed Wing Operations

-In-Country Operations

Marine pilots flew 5, 349 sorties during October in sup-
port of III MAF, ARVN, and ROK Marines operating within I

CTZ. Of this number, 4,186 were classified as combat flights
and 1, 163 were combat support sorties. The total in-country
fixed wing effort was 928 sorties less than the 6,277 combat
and combat support flights flown in September, with the de-
crease attributed to the inclement base and target weather

prevailing during the month.

The month's confirmed battle damage assessment in I
CTZ, credited to Marine pilots, was more than 130 enemy sol-
diers killed and 662 structures, 1,003 bunkers, ten bridges,
22 weapons positions, and nine boats destroyed. Further, the
137 secondary explosions and 108 secondary fires reported at-

test to the damage caused to enemy ammunition and POL caches.
Aerial ordnance expended by fixed wing pilots amounted to 6, 412
tons of bombs, 24, 132 rockets, and 1, 866 napalm bombs.

--Close Air Support

Although weather did hamper air operations somewhat,
the continual close air support provided to tactically engaged
ground units maintained its high rate of effectiveness, as ex-
emplified in the following actions.

-At 1400 on 3 October, Company L, 5th Marines, pa-
trolling the area five miles north-northeast of An Hoa, engaged
an enemy force of undetermined size with organic small arms
and automatic weapons fire. The battle, supported by artil-

lery fire and tactical air strikes, resulted in five NVA killed
and two weapons captured. The enemy withdrawal was sub-
sequently detected by a Marine aerial observer who directed
additional air attacks against the fleeing enemy, accounting
for eight more NVA killed and a secondary explosion.
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-On the afternoon of the 7th, elements of 2d Battalion, 
5th Marines, engaged in Operation MAUl PEAK, were sweep­
ing in the area three and one -half miles east-northeast of 
Thuong Duc Special Forces camp, when they received small 
arms, RPG rocket, and 6bmm mortar fire from ah estimated 
enemy platoon. The ensuing request for air support was an­
swered by F-4 1s of Marine Fighter/Attack Squadrons-334 and 
542. The pilots, flying six close air support sorties, deliv­
ered over 11 tons of ordnance on the enemy force, accounting 
for 45 NVA killed. (MAUl PEAK, a l3-day, multi-battalion, 
search and clear operation in the Thuong Due region, termi­
nated on the 19th, with enemy forces having suffered 202 killed 
by Marines. Sixty-three of these were credited to Marine 
close air support missions. ) 

-On 26 October, two A-4E's of Marine Attack Squad­
ron-31l, flying in close support of 5th Marines elements in 
Operation HENDERSON HILL, delivered sixteen 2S0-pound 
bombs against 15 enemy reported in a bunker complex 13 miles 
southwest of Danang. A search of the destroyed position by 
attacking ground units yielded 14 ener.ny killed by the air strike. 

-At 1035 on 27 October, four F-4B's of Marine 
Fighter /Attack Squadron-323 flew a close air support mis­
sion for ill MAF units in Operation KENTUCKY. Attack­
ing with seventeen 250-pound bombs, six napalm canisters, 
and 750 rounds of 20mm cannon fire, the Marine pilots 
struck an enemy troop concentration in the DMZ, four and 
one-half miles northeast of Con Thien, killing 24 NVA and 
causing one secondary explosion. 

The following graphs portray the in-country sorties 
flown, and ordnance de live red, by Marine pilots during 
the past six months. 
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-On the afternoon of the 7th, elements of 2d Battalion,
5th Marines, engaged in Operation MAUIPEAK, were sweep-
ing in the area three and one-half miles east-northeast of

Thuong Duc Special Forces camp, when they received small
arms, RPG rocket, and 60mm mortar fire from an estimated
enemy platoon. The ensuing request for air support was an
swered by F-4's of Marine Fighter/Attack Squadrons-334 and
542. The pilots, flying six close air support sorties, deliv-
ered over 11 tons of ordnance on the enemy force, accounting
for 45 NVA killed. (MAUI PEAK, a 13-day, multi-battalion,
search and clear operation in the Thuong Duc region, termi-
nated on the 19th, with enemy forces having suffered 202 killed

by Marines. Sixty-three of these were credited to Marine
close air support missions.)

On 26 October, two A-4E's of Marine Attack Squad-
ron-311, flying in close support of 5th Marines elements in

Operation HENDERSON HILL, delivered sixteen 250-pound
bombs against 15 enemy reported in a bunker complex 13 miles
southwest of Danang. A search of the destroyed position by
attacking ground units yielded 14 enemy killed by the air strike.

-At 1035 on 27 October, four F-4B's of Marine
Fighter/Attack Squadron-323 flew a close air support mis-
sion for III MAF units in Operation KENTUCKY. Attack-
ing with seventeen 250-pound bombs, six napalm canisters,
and 750 rounds of 20mm cannon fire, the Marine pilots
struck an enemy troop concentration in the DMZ, four and
one-half miles northeast of Con Thien, killing 24 NVA and
causing one secondary explosion.

The following graphs portray the in-country sorties

flown, and ordnance delivered, by Marine pilots during
the past six months.
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- Out- of- Country Operations 

Marine pilots recorded a total of 1,513 sorties out 
of I CTZ during October - 1,379 combat and 61 combat 
support flights in Route Package I_of North Vietnam, and 
73 strike sorties in Laos. All of the combat support flights 
were electronic C01IDtermeasure missions flown by EA-6A 
pilots of Marine Composite Reconnaissance Squadron-I. The 
1,379 combat sorties were flown by the F-4 (422), A-4 (482), 
TA-4F (36), and A-6A (439; 66% of the total monthly A-6A 
effort of 666 sorties). 

The A-6A, flying armed reconnaissance and strike 
mis sions in the north on all but two nights during the month, 
unleashed 1, 600 tons of ordnance against 990 targets - 564 of 
which were moving - acquired through utilization of the air­
craft's moving target indicator system and all-weather acqui­
sition radar. 

The graph on the following page depicts the monthly 
A-6A out-oi-country effort since November 1967. 
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Out-of-Country- Operations

Marine pilots recorded a total of 1,513 sorties out
of I CTZ during October - 1,379 combat and 61 combat
support flights in Route Package I of North Vietnam, and
73 strike sorties in Laos. All of the combat support flights
were electronic countermeasure missions flown by EA-6A
pilots of Marine Composite Reconnaissance Squadron-1. The
1,379 combat sorties were flown by the F-4 (422), A-4 (482),
TA-4F (36), and A-6A (439; 66% of the total monthly A-6A
effort of 666 sorties).

The A-6A, flying armed reconnaissance and strike
missions in the north on all but two nights during the month,
unleashed 1,600 tons of ordnance against 990 targets - 564 of
which were moving - acquired through utilization of the air-
craft's moving target indicator system and all-weather acqui-
sition radar.

The graph on the following page depicts the monthly
A-6A out- of- country effort since November 1967.
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Typical of the out-of-country strike support provided 
were the sorties flown by two A-4E's of Marine Attack Squad­
ron-223 on 27 October. At 1825 on that date, twelve 500-
pound bombs were delivered against an NY A artillery position 
in North Vietnam, three miles north of the Ben Hai river. 
The T_esultant damage assessment was the destruction of one 
artillery piece (which previously had been firing on friendly 
emplacements south of the DMZ), the ammunition on position, 
and 40 meters of trench line. 

Enemy regression to his base areas and sanctums in 
Laos, plus his increased reliance on the superior traffic­
ability of the Laotian LOC's (relative to those in North Viet­
nam) during the month, led to the greatest number of strike 
sorties in the Laotian panhandle in the past four months. The 
73 sorties flown during October against targets in Laos were a 
significant increase over the 13 flowQin that area in Septem­
ber. 

Helicopter Operations 

During the month, helicopter Filots of the 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing and Special Landing Forces Alia and Bravo flew 
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Typical of the out-of-country strike support provided
were the sorties flown by two A-4E's of Marine Attack Squad-
ron-223 on 27 October. At 1825 on that date, twelve 500-

pound bombs were delivered against an NVA artillery position
in North Vietnam, three miles north of the Ben Hai river.
The resultant damage assessment was the destruction of one

artillery piece (which previously had been firing on friendly
emplacements south of the DMZ), the ammunition on position,
and 40 meters of trench line.

Enemy regression to his base areas and sanctums in

Laos, plus his increased reliance on the superior traffic-

ability of the Laotian LOC's (relative to those in North Viet-
nam) during the month, led to the greatest number of strike
sorties in the Laotian panhandle in the past four months. The
73 sorties flown during October against targets in Laos were a

significant increase over the 13 flown in that area in Septem-
ber.

Helicopter Operations

During the month, helicopter pilots of the 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing and Special Landing Forces Alfa and Bravo flew
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61, 259 sorties in support of Marine, Army, US Special Forces, 
ARVN, and ROKMC forces operating in I CTZ. Although the 
total sortie effort was 11% higher than the 55,078 monthly 
average for 1968, point-to-point resupply missions and the 
insertion and extraction o£ reconnaissance units were still 
hampered by the poor weather persisting during the month. 
The bad weather notwithstanding, the helilifting of 121,596 
passengers and 12,586 tons of cargo established an all-
time monthly high in each category. Of the totals pre­
sented, the SLF pilots flew 6,427 sorties and lifted 9,935 
passengers and 162 tons of cargo. 

The bulk of the helicopter effort was in the combat 
and logistical transporting of troops and supplies (nearly 50% 
of the total sorties flown). Other missions flown included com­
mand and control flights, sea/air rescue missions, casualty 
evacuation sorties, reconnaissance flights, tactical air co­
ordinator (airborne) flights, and tactical air recovery mis­
sions. 

Helicopter activity in the northwestern portion of I 
CTZ accounted for more than 20% of the total sorties flown 
during the month. Mobile search operations in the SCOTLAND 
II area by Marine and ARVN battalions were supported by 
12,995 helicopter sorties. In excess of 31,550 troops and 
4,350 tons of supplies were helilifted to these units in the field 
west and north of the former Khe Sanh combat base. (See the 
Large Unit Operations chapter for a d~tailed description of 
ground action in this area. ) 

Pilots of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing flew 3,418 
sorties (6.20/0 of their monthly effort) in support of US Army, 
US Special Forces, ROK Marines, and ARVN. The ROKMC 
received the large majority of this support - 3,066 sorties. 

The graph on the following page portrays the Marine 
helicopter effort over the past 12 months. 
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61,259 sorties in support of Marine, Army, US Special Forces,
ARVN, and ROKMC forces operating in I CTZ. Although the
total sortie effort was 11% higher than the 55, 078 monthly
average for 1968, point-to-point resupply missions and the
insertion and extraction of reconnaissance units were still

hampered by the poor weather persisting during the month.
The bad weather notwithstanding, the helilifting of 121,596
passengers and 12,586 tons of cargo established an all-

time monthly high in each category. Of the totals pre-
sented, the SLF pilots flew 6,427 sorties and lifted 9, 935
passengers and 162 tons of cargo.

The bulk of the helicopter effort was in the combat
and logistical transporting of troops and supplies (nearly 50%
of the total sorties flown). Other missions flown included com-
mand and control flights, sea/air rescue missions, casualty
evacuation sorties, reconnaissance flights, tactical air co-
ordinator (airborne) flights, and tactical air recovery mis-
sions.

Helicopter activity in the northwestern portion of I
CTZ accounted for more than 20% of the total sorties flown

during the month. Mobile search operations in the SCOTLAND
II area by Marine and ARVN battalions were supported by
12,995 helicopter sorties. In excess of 31,550 troops and

4, 350 tons of supplies were helilifted to these units in the field

west and north of the former Khe Sanh combat base. (See the

Large Unit Operations chapter for a detailed description of

ground action in this area.)

Pilots of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing flew 3, 418
sorties (6. 2% of their monthly effort) in support of US Army,
US Special Forces, ROK Marines, and ARVN. The ROKMC
received the large majority of this support - 3, 066 sorties.

The graph on the following page portrays the Marine
helicopter effort over the past 12 months.
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Operation MAMELUKE THRUST 

On 23 October, the 1st Marine Division terminated Operation 
MAMELUKE THRUST. The operation was initiated on 18 May 1968, 
in order to search out and destroy enemy personnel operating in 
the southwest portion of Quang Nam province. The area of opera­
tions was distinguished by flat, open terrain in the An Hoa region, 
and double and triple- canopied jungle to the west and northwest 
and, as is frequently the case in these operations, the distance 
and terrain factors favored movement of troops and supplies by 
helicopter. Further, units operating in the jungle region north­
west of the Vu Gia river and Route 14 found that the support pro­
vided by fixed wing aircraft, delivering bombs with a near ver-
tical trajectory, was often more effective than an artillery pro­
jectile in penetrating the dense, overhead canopy. 
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LIFT SUMMARY
70,000 1 NOV 67 - 31 OCT 68

SORTIES FLOWN: 615,808
PASSENGERS LIFTED 897,207
TONS OF CARGO LIFTED::101,568

60,000

50,000

40,000

30,000

20,000

10,000

OCTAUG SEPJUN JULFEB MAYAPRMARJANDECNOV
19681967

CH-53UH-1ECH-46UH-34

Operation MAMELUKE THRUST

On 23 October, the 1st Marine Division terminated Operation
MAMELUKE THRUST. The operation was initiated on 18 May 1968,
in order to search out and destroy enemy personnel operating in

the southwest portion of Quang Nam province. The area of opera-
tions was distinguished by flat, open terrain in the An Hoa region,
and double and triple - canopied jungle to the west and northwest
and, as is frequently the case in these operations, the distance
and terrain factors favored movement of troops and supplies by
helicopter. Further, units operating in the jungle region north-

west of the Vu Gia river and Route 14 found that the support pro-
vided by fixed wing aircraft, delivering bombs with a near ver-
tical trajectory, was often more effective than an artillery pro-
jectile in penetrating the dense, overhead canopy.
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Statistically, Marine fixed wiftg pilots tallie~d 2,077 
sorties, dropping 3,543 tons of ordnance. They were credited 
with killing more than 100 enemy soldiers. Helicopter pilots 
flew 23,082 sorties, lifting 44,476 troops and 3,962 tons of 
cargo. 

Crew, Passenger, and Aircraft Losses 

In October, four crew members were killed and two 
were listed as missing, as five fixed wing aircraft and two 
helicopters were lost to enenlY fire._ 

Of the five fixed wing aircraft lost (two TA-4F 1s, one 
F-4B, one RF-4B, and one OV -IDA), four were caused by 
enemy snlall arnlS ·or antiaircraft fire. Two crew menlbers 
were killed when their F-4B crashed during a close air sup­
port mission 16 miles west-southwest of Danang. The two 
OV -IDA crewmen were also killed subsequent to receiving 
enemy ground fire while marking a target 11 miles south of 
Danang. One TA-4F received ground fire while spotting for 
a USS NEW JERSEY naval gunfire mission. The crew ejected 
over water, east of the DMZ, and was recovered.· The RF-4B 
crewmen ejected 15 nliles east-northeast of Dong Ha when en­
emy ground fire caused the failure ot the aircrafe s flight con­
trols. The crew was recovered. The fifth, the other TA-4F, 
failed to return from a tactical/air coordinator (airborne) 
flight; the crew members are listed _~s missing. 

Two helicopters were also lost during the month; a 
UH-34, five miles south-s~outheast orAn Hoa, and a CH-46, 
ten miles west-southwest of Danang. All crew members and 
passengers were recovered Wlinjured and returned to their 
units. 

Three fixed wing aircraft and fiv~ helicopters received 
substantial or minor damage from enemy fire while in flight. 
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Statistically, Marine fixed wing pilots tallied 2, 077

sorties, dropping 3, 543 tons of ordnance. They were credited
with killing more than 100 enemy soldiers. Helicopter pilots
flew 23, 082 sorties, lifting 44, 476 troops and 3,962 tons of

cargo.

Crew, Passenger, and Aircraft Losses

In October, four crew members were killed and two
were listed as missing, as five fixed wing aircraft and two

helicopters were lost to enemy fire.

Of the five fixed wing aircraft lost (two TA-4F's, one
F-4B, one RF-4B, and one OV-10A), four were caused by
enemy small arms or antiaircraft fire. Two crew members
were killed when their F-4B crashed during a close air sup-
port mission 16 miles west-southwest of Danang. The two
OV-10A crewmen were also killed subsequent to receiving
enemy ground fire while marking a target 11 miles south of

Danang. One TA-4F received ground fire while spotting for
a USS NEW JERSEY naval gunfire mission. The crew ejected
over water, east of the DMZ, and was recovered. The RF-4B
crewmen ejected 15 miles east-northeast of Dong Ha when en-

emy ground fire caused the failure of the aircraft's flight con-
trols. The crew was recovered. The fifth, the other TA-4F,
failed to return from a tactical/air coordinator (airborne)
flight; the crew members are listed as missing.

Two helicopters were also lost during the month; a
UH-34, five miles south-southeast of An Hoa, and a CH-46,
ten miles west-southwest of Danang. All crew members and

passengers were recovered uninjured and returned to their
units.

Three fixed wing aircraft and five helicopters received
substantial or minor damage from enemy fire while in flight.
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'LOGISTICS 

Heavy monsoon rains were the dominating factor 
affecting logistic operations within I G TZ during the month 
of October. On the 14th and 15th, the northeast monsoon 
deposited almost 12 inches of rain in the Dong Ha area and 
ten inches at Danang. Subsequently, on the 16th and 17th, 
the Danang area was deluged with over 15 inches of rain, 
while six inches fell at Chu Lai. Floods resulting from the 
four-day downpour put, a vise-like clamp on vehicular traffic 
throughout most of the five northern provinces of South Viet­
nam. Thua Thien and Quang Tri provinces were particularly 
hard hit, with Route 1 flooded north and south of Camp Evans, 
and between' Quang Tri City and Dong -Ha. The Quang Tri 
City bridge, a vital link on Route 1, was undermined by the 
surging waters of the Thach Han river, and Route 9 was 
closed west of Dong Ha due to the weakened condition of the 
Khe Gio bridge, two and one-half mil~-s east of the Rockpile. 
Farther south, the Tan My causeway, five miles northeast 
of Hue, was under water and impassable. However, in spite 
of these monsoon-imposed re strictions, logistic support for 
III MAF operations remained adequate. 

Motor Transport 

The debilitating effect of the monsoon on motor 
transport operations was reflected in the. 295, 674 miles 
recorded in October by the five in-country Marine motor 
transport battalions, a reduction of over 100,000 miles 
from the January-September 1968 monthly average of 
401, 194 miles. Corresponding droQ§ were registered both 
in personnel transported {l02,256 versus the average of 
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Heavy monsoon rains were the dominating factor
affecting logistic operations within I CTZ during the month
of October. On the 14th and 15th, the northeast monsoon
deposited almost 12 inches of rain in the Dong Ha area and
ten inches at Danang. Subsequently, on the 16th and 17th,
the Danang area was deluged with over 15 inches of rain,
while six inches fell at Chu Lai. Floods resulting from the
four-day downpour put a vise-like clamp on vehicular traffic
throughout most of the five northern provinces of South Viet-
nam. Thua Thien and Quang Tri provinces were particularlyhard hit, with Route 1 flooded north and south of Camp Evans,
and between Quang Tri City and Dong Ha. The Quang Tri
City bridge, a vital link on Route 1, was undermined by the
surging waters of the Thach Han river, and Route 9 was
closed west of Dong Ha due to the weakened condition of the
Khe Gio bridge, two and one-half miles east of the Rockpile.
Farther south, the Tan My causeway, five miles northeast
of Hue, was under water and impassable. However, in spite
of these monsoon-imposed restrictions, logistic support for
III MAF operations remained adequate.

Motor Transport

The debilitating effect of the monsoon on motor
transport operations was reflected in the 295,674 miles
recorded in October by the five in-country Marine motor
transport battalions, a reduction of over 100,000 miles
from the January-September 1968 monthly average of
401, 194 miles. Corresponding drops were registered both
in personnel transported (102,256 versus the average of
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111,253) and in cargo hauled (51, 930 tons compared with 
65, 745)~ IndivTduaTDaUallon ope-rafionswere:- m_ - -- - --- -

---- ----- --- --------~.~ 

____ l~EBSONNEL __ -
_ ___ ':[QTAr.. 

UNIT MlIrEAGE --TRANSPOR TED TONNAGE 

1stMTBn 51,665 26, 116 2,536 

3dMTBn 54,087 30,089 2,530 

7thMTBn 99,329 _8, 928 28,301 

9thMTBn 36,179 18,690 14,283 

llthMTBn 54,414 18,433 4,280 

TOTALS 295,674 102,256 51,930 

A summarization of the Marine motor transport op­
eration~ for 1968 is....§h9"Y\':t1._j,n the following g:1.'_~ph. 

400-

OPERATIONS OF MARINE MOTOR TRANSPORT BATTALIONS 
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111,253) and in cargo hauled (51,930 tons compared with

65,745). Individual battalion operations were:

TOTALPERSONNEL
TONNAGETRANSPORTEDMILEAGEUNIT

26,11651,665 2,5361stMTBn

2,53054,087 30,0893dMTBn

8,928 28,3017thMTBn 99,329

36,179 18,690 14,2839thMTBn

18,433 4,28054,41411thMTBn

102,256295,674 51,930TOTALS

A summarization of the Marine motor transport op-
erations for 1968 is shown in the following graph.

OPERATIONS OF MARINE MOTOR TRANSPORT BATTALIONS

JAN - OCT 68

400

300

200

100

OCTAPR AUG SEPMARFEBJAN JULMAY JUN
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"SF. • 
Englneer Operations 

-Northern I CTZ Cantonment 

The monsoon did not appreciably deter progress on the north­
ern I CTZ combat base construction program. The majority of con­
struction material had been positioned previously, and with US 
Navy Seabees providing almost all the engineer effort, rapid ad­
vances toward completion of the project were made during October. 
At Dong Ha, the program was 100% completed, and at end-month it 
was 85% completed at Quang Tri, with work at Camp Evans and Hue / 
Phu Bai 99% and 96% complete, respectively. The 31 October status 
of that portion of the program under construction primarily for Ma­
rines was: 

PERCENT BENEFICIAL 
OF OCCUPANCY 

LOCATION PROJECT COMPLETION DATE 

Dong Ha 30 Heads 100 1 Oct 
9 Showers 100 31 Oct 

193 Southeast 100 31 Oct 
Asia Huts 

1 Laundry 100 22 Oct 

Vandegrift 5 Messhalls 80 10 Nov 
Combat Base 

Quang Tri 114 Tent Frames 100 1 Oct 
17 Bunkers 94 10 Nov 

142 Heads 91 10 Nov 
55 Showers 78 15 Nov 

I, 501 Southeast 87 15 Nov 
Asia Huts 

36 Messhalls 78 15 Nov 
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Engineer Operations

-Northern I CTZ Cantonment

The monsoon did not appreciably deter progress on the north-
ern I CTZ combat base construction program. The majority of con-
struction material had been positioned previously, and with US
Navy Seabees providing almost all the engineer effort, rapid ad-
vances toward completion of the project were made during October.
At Dong Ha, the program was 100% completed, and at end-month it
was 85% completed at Quang Tri, with work at Camp Evans and Hue /
Phu Bai 99% and 96% complete, respectively. The 31 October status
of that portion of the program under construction primarily for Ma-
rines was:

PERCENT BENEFICIAL
OF OCCUPANCY

LOCATION PROJECT COMPLETION DATE

30 HeadsDong Ha 100 1 Oct
9 Showers 100 31 Oct

193 Southeast 100 31 Oct
Asia Huts

1 Laundry 100 22 Oct

Vandegrift 5 Messhalls 80 10 Nov
Combat Base

Quang Tri 114 Tent Frames 100 1 Oct
17 Bunkers 94 10 Nov

142 Heads 91 10 Nov
55 Showers 78 15 Nov

1,501 Southeast 87 15 Nov
Asia Huts

36 Messhalls 78 15 Nov
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5. IIL_ 

-Strong Point/Obstacle Subsystem 

On 22 October, COMUSMACV directed cessation, 
pending further guidance, of all construction and planning 
effort on the DMZ buffer zone in northern I CTZ. Dur­
ing October, 30,844 man-days were employed in staffing, 
construction, and security for the project; 1,646 equip­
ment-hours were expended at an operating cost of $37,448. 
The cumulative expenditures since the start of the pro­
ject in April 1967 were: 

Equipment Operating Costs $1,146,230 

Equipment Losses $1,491,847 

Equipment-Hours 159,630 

Man-Days 1,556,752 

Total casualties sustained by construction and project 
security personnel were 266 killed and 779 wounded (eight 
deaths and 41 injuries by non-battle causes). 

The status of bunker construction at the strong 
points and base areas, as of 22 O(~tober, is shown on the 
m.ap on the following page. 

mn aT 
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-Strong Point/Obstacle Subsystem

On 22 October, COMUSMACV directed cessation,

pending further guidance, of all construction and planning
effort on the DMZ buffer zone in northern I CTZ. Dur-

ing October, 30,844 man-days were employed in staffing,
construction, and security for the project; 1, 646 equip-
ment-hours were expended at an operating cost of $37,448.
The cumulative expenditures since the start of the pro-
ject in April 1967 were:

$1,146,230Equipment Operating Costs

$1,491,847Equipment Losses

159,630Equipment-Hours

1,556,752Man-Days

Total casualties sustained by construction and project

security personnel were 266 killed and 779 wounded (eight
deaths and 41 injuries by non-battle causes).

The status of bunker construction at the strong
points and base areas, as of 22 October, is shown on the

map on the following page.

UNCLASSIFIED

62

DECLASSIFIED



iiUQpiI .... 

DECLASSIFIED 

STRONGPOINTjBASE AREA BUNKER CONSTRUCTION STATUS 
22 OCTOBER 1968 

142 100 
5 30 

A·Z 104 100 
47 52 

A·3 66 100 
A-4 105 100 
(-I 200 100 
(-2 105 100 
VANDEGRIFT 105 8 

- Danang Barrie r 

Work on the Danang Barrier (previously discussed in the 
July 1968 edition of this series) conSisted of installation of 1. 000 
m.eters of wire during the second week of October. The sensor 
detecting system, comprised of seismic, acoustic, and electron­
ic sensing devices to detect infiltration attempts, is now 12% 
com.pleted. There was no progres s on construction of the bar­
rier during the last half of the m.onth due to the flood conditions. 

Force Logistic Support Group Alfa Phase-out 

The phase-out of Force Logistic Support Group Alfa 
(FLSG A) from. Phu Bai, com.m.encing in Septem.ber, continued 

.. _---....._-----.--........ 
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UNCLASSIFIED STRONG POINT/BASE AREA BUNKER CONSTRUCTION STATUS

22 OCTOBER 1968

0 2 4DMZ

Kilometers

NAVIN

HAI

GIO LINH

A-2

A-T

CON THIEN

CUA VIET

A.3

DONG HACAM LO

% COMPLETEDLOCATION NUMBER1
OF BUNKERS

100142A-1
THON SON LAM 5 30

104 100A-2
CAMP CARROLL 47 52

A-3 66 100

100105A-4
QUANG TRI100

C-1 200
C-2 100105

8VANDEGRIFT 105
VANDEGRIFT

Danang Barrier

Work on the Danang Barrier (previously discussed in the

July 1968 edition of this series) consisted of installation of 1, 000
meters of wire during the second week of October. The sensor

detecting system, comprised of seismic, acoustic, and electron-
ic sensing devices to detect infiltration attempts, is now 12%
completed. There was no progress on construction of the bar-
rier during the last half of the month due to the flood conditions.

Force Logistic Support Group Alfa Phase-out

The phase-out of Force Logistic Support Group Alfa
(FLSG A) from Phu Bai, commencing in September, continued
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through October as the US Army assumed responsibility for 
operation of the am:rnunition supply point and the l'ation issue 
point. Elements of FLSG A were transferred to Dong Ha to 
reinforce FLSG B and to Danang to bolster logistic units there. 
A detachment of FLSG A remains at Phu Bai to provide gen­
eral supply support for Marine elements remaining in that 
area. 

Red Ball 

After three years of providing Marine commanders 
in RVN a means of accelerated supply action on urgently 
needed combat essential items, the expeditious Red Ball sys­
tem has been cancelled and replaced by an even more respon­
sive computerized procedure under the recently implemented 
Marine Corps Automated Readiness Evaluation System 
(MARES). :MARES enables Marine commanders to evaluate 
current and projected capabilities of Fleet Marine Forces to 
execute contingency and other plans, through the analysis of 
personnel, training, logistic, combat readiness, and com­
bat status reports produced within the system. Upon termi­
nation of Red B all there were 873 requisitions outstanding; 
these will continue expedited processing under Red Ball pro­
cedures until the requisitions are received by priority ship­
ment. New critical requirements are now submitted from 
the field in accordance with the provisions of MARES. Ben­
efits gained by the change are: (1) more rapid response 
through automated processing; (2) greater capability of al­
leviating shortages by management at the Headquarters, Ma­
rine Corps level, where redif3!ribution can be effected from 
Marine Corps-wide assets; and (3) elimination of the dupli­
cation of effort created by multiple expediting systems op­
erating at different rn.anagem.ent echelons. 

Transportation and Embarkation 

October was a record month for cargo tonnage moved 
through I CTZ ports. New highs for offload, backload, and 
throughput were established at Danang, Hue/Tan My, and 
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through October as the US Army assumed responsibility for

operation of the ammunition supply point and the ration issue
point. Elements of FLSG A were transferred to Dong Ha to
reinforce FLSG B and to Danang to bolster logistic units there.
A detachment of FLSG A remains at Phu Bai to provide gen-
eral supply support for Marine elements remaining in that
area.

Red Ball

After three years of providing Marine commanders
in RVN a means of accelerated supply action on urgently
needed combat essential items, the expeditious Red Ball sys-
tem has been cancelled and replaced by an even more respon-
sive computerized procedure under the recently implemented
Marine Corps Automated Readiness Evaluation System
(MARES). MARES enables Marine commanders to evaluate
current and projected capabilities of Fleet Marine Forces to
execute contingency and other plans, through the analysis of
personnel, training, logistic, combat readiness, and com-
bat status reports produced within the system. Upon termi-
nation of Red Ball there were 873 requisitions outstanding;
these will continue expedited processing under Red Ball pro-
cedures until the requisitions are received by priority ship-
ment. New critical requirements are now submitted from
the field in accordance with the provisions of MARES. Ben-
efits gained by the change are: (1) more rapid response
through automated processing; (2) greater capability of al-
leviating shortages by management at the Headquarters, Ma-
rine Corps level, where redistribution can be effected from
Marine Corps-wide assets; and (3) elimination of the dupli-
cation of effort created by multiple expediting systems op-
erating at different management echelons.

Transportation and Embarkation

October was a record month for cargo tonnage moved
through I CTZ ports. New highs for offload, backload, and
throughput were established at Danang, fue/Tan My, and
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Dong Ha/Cua Viet. I CTZ tonnage r~ecords set for the month 
of October included 575, 590 MIT offloaded, compared to the 
old record of 556,814 MIT ~-s-ta.bli.sh~d in M~y 1968. Another 
new record was~ setwhen -backload reached Z-69,S7S-M/T, sur­
passing the old record of 268, 702 M7T, also established in May 
1968. -

III MAF, during October, received from CONUS and 
intra-WestPac units 28,328 MIT of cargo by surface and 1,289 
SiT by air as compared to the 21,623 MIT and 916 SiT re­
ceived by surface and air in September. Intra-I CTZ cargo 
shipments by III MAF during the month totaled 111,,670 SiT 
by surface and 10,187 SiT by air. 

Cargo movement performance £01" the past year is il­
lustrated in the following graphs. 

CARGO SURFACE LIFTED TO III MAF: NOV 67·0CT 68 

70,000 

60,000 

i 50,000 

40,000 ~= 

20,000 

10,000 

Nov Dec Jan Feb 
US1 

-FROM CONUS 

Movement Status 

Mar Apr May Jun 
196.8 

- FROM lNTRA·WESTPAC 
(Viet Nom l Okinawa, Japan, Philippines) 

Jul Aug 

-TOTAL 

Sep 

On 23 October, USS HOLMES COUNTY (LST-836) and 
USS SNOHOMISH COUNTY (LST-1126) arrived at Danang 
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Dong Ha/Cua Viet. ICTZ tonnage records set for the month

of October included 575, 590 M/T offloaded, compared to the

old record of 556, 814 M/T established in May 1968. Another

new record was set when backload reached 269,578 M/T, sur-

passing the old record of 268, 702 M/T, also established in May
1968.

III MAF, during October, received from CONUS and
intra-WestPac units 28, 328 M/T of cargo by surface and 1,289
S/T by air as compared to the 21,623 M/T and 916 S/T re-
ceived by surface and air in September. Intra-I CTZ cargo
shipments by III MAF during the month totaled 111, 670 S/T
by surface and 10, 187 S/T by air.

Cargo movement performance for the past year is il-

lustrated in the following graphs.

CARGO SURFACE LIFTED TO III MAF: NOV 67-OCT 68

Total: 516,483
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1967 1968- FROM CONUS FROM INTRA-WESTPAC - TOTAL-
(Viet Nom, Okinawa, Japan, Philippines)

Movement Status

On 23 October, USS HOLMES COUNTY (LST-836) and
USS SNOHOMISH COUNTY (LST-1126) arrived at Danang
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with 44 M123 lO-ton tractors and 16 M49 2 l/2-ton multifuel 
tankers for ill MAF. This brought the total number of ve­
hicles shipped to ill MAF on amphibious ships during 1968 to 
499. 

--------- ~ ~--- -~---~-

j-cc 

A realignment of the air defense posture in Southeast 
Asia permitted the redeployment of the HAWK missile-equip­
ped, 2d Light Antiaircraft Missile Battalion from Chu Lai to 
its home base at Marine Corps Base, Twentynine Palms, 
California. The movement commenced on 12 October with 
airlift of the main body, 18 personnel and 778 cubic feet of 
cargo, from Chu Lai to Okinawa. (Other members of the 
battalion, with time remaining on their tour in Viet Nam, 
were reassigned within III MAF.) On the 16th, the main body 
of the battalion arrived at MCAS, E1 Toro, California. The 
surface lift (four personnel, 247 vehicles, 66,471 cubic feet 
of cargo, and 81 HAWK missiles) deearted Danang on 13 Oc­
tober aboard SS SEATRAIN PUERTO RICO, with an estimated 
time of arrival at Long Beach, California on 5 November. 

Aviation Logistics 

Installation of the AN/APR-25 homing and radar warn­
ing equipment in the A-6A aircraft reached the final phase at 
Naval Air Station, Atsugi, Japan, with the induction of one 
A-6A and one EA-6A-Dn_28 October, the last of the Marine 
A-6A t s scheduled for WestPac modification. The AN/APR-25 
system will inform pilots if they are being radar observed, 
and will provide them with the relative bearing to the hostile 
radar equipment. Based on this, the emission site may be 
attacked, or action may be taken to evade ris siles or anti­
aircraft fire controlled by the enemy radar. At months-end 
24 A-6A's and five EA.-6A's have- cOmpleted the installation 
program or were in the modification line. 

--- - - -

The chart on the following pa.ge ~hows the number of 
aircraft undergoing Progressive Aircraft Rework (PAR) at 
aircraft plants in Japan, and Battle Damage Repair (BDR) at inter­
mediate maintenance activities or repair facilities in Japan and 
the Philippines, as of 31 October. 

\ 1 nr \f1(iUn 17\ (0)~nrcnrelR'l 
\ 'lWU~~l1:,a~~~<0Ulr U~lW 
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with 44 M123 10-ton tractors and 16 M49 2 1/2-ton multifuel

tankers for III MAF. This brought the total number of ve-
hicles shipped to III MAF on amphibious ships during 1968 to

499.

A realignment of the air defense posture in Southeast
Asia permitted the redeployment of the HAWK missile-equip-
ped, 2d Light Antiaircraft Missile Battalion from Chu Lai to

its home base at Marine Corps Base, Twentynine Palms,
California. The movement commenced on 12 October with
airlift of the main body, 18 personnel and 778 cubic feet of

cargo, from Chu Lai to Okinawa. (Other members of the

battalion, with time remaining on their tour in Viet Nam,
were reassigned within III MAF. On the 16th, the main body
of the battalion arrived at MCAS, El Toro, California. The

surface lift (four personnel, 247 vehicles, 66, 471 cubic feet

of cargo, and 81 HAWK missiles) departed Danang on 13 Oc-
tober aboard SS SEATRAIN PUERTO RICO, with an estimated
time of arrival at Long Beach, California on 5 November.

Aviation Logistics

Installation of the AN/APR-25 homing and radar warn-

ing equipment in the A-6A aircraft reached the final phase at

Naval Air Station, Atsugi, Japan, with the induction of one
A-6A and one EA-6A on 28 October, the last of the Marine
A-6A's scheduled for WestPac modification. The AN/APR-25

system will inform pilots if they are being radar observed,
and will provide them with the relative bearing to the hostile

radar equipment. Based on this, the emission site may be
attacked, or action may be taken to evade missiles or anti-
aircraft fire controlled by the enemy radar. At months-end
24 A-6A's and five EA-6A's have completed the installation

program or were in the modification line.

The chart on the following page shows the number of
aircraft undergoing Progressive Aircraft Rework (PAR) at
aircraft plants in Japan, and Battle Damage Repair (BDR) at inter-
mediate maintenance activities or repair facilities in Japan and
the Philippines, as of 31 October.
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ACFT PAR BAT_T LE DAMAGE REPAIR 

A-4 12 1 

TA-4F 1 

F-4 4 

RF-4B 2 

US-2 2 

0-1 1 

UH:.lE 10 

CH-46 23 1 

CH-53 

62 15 

NORS/NORM (not operationally ready due to supply, 
maintenance) data for selected Marine aircraft in III MAF 
are displayed on the following page. . 
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BATTLE DAMAGE REPAIRPARACFT

12 1A-4

1TA-4F -

8-F-4 4

3 2RF-4B

US-2 2-

1O-1 -

10UH-1E -

CH-46 23 1

6 3CH-53

62 15

NORS/NORM (not operationally ready due to supply,
maintenance) data for selected Marine aircraft in III MAF
are displayed on the following page.
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NORSjNORM RATES - III MAF MARINE AIRCRAFT 
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CONCLUSIONS 

- Withdrawal of the enemy, lllore by necessity than 
choice, to eros s- border sanctuaries, nevertheless affords 
him an invaluable opportunity to refurbish his consistently 
outlllaneuvered and battle-depleted cOlllbat units. 

-Halllpered both by heavier than normal ITlonsoon 
rains and the ubiquitous, offensive ITlobility of III MAF 
forces, the enemy nonetheless retains the capability for ha­
rassing attacks against bases or outlying camps, or a ma­
jor offensive with forces marshalling north of the DMZ. 

- Phoenix- Phung Hoang, a country-wide prograITl 
proven highly effective in ferreting out the VC infrastruc­
ture - - with over 240 kills· in the coastal districts of Thua 
Thien province during October alone - - should constitute 
our strongest campaign for unfettering those Vietnamese 
civilians yet existing in fear of infrastructure terrorism or 
reprisal. 

-ARVN, iITlproving steadily, is shouldering an in­
creasing share of combat in I CTZ, while, at the same 
time, continuing to bolster the revolutionary development 
prograITl. 
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CONCLUSIONS

-Withdrawal of the enemy, more by necessity than
choice, to cross-border- sanctuaries, nevertheless affords
him an invaluable opportunity to refurbish his consistently
outmaneuvered and battle-depleted combat units.

-Hampered both by heavier than normal monsoon
rains and the ubiquitous, offensive mobility of III MAF
forces, the enemy nonetheless retains the capability for ha-

rassing attacks against bases or outlying camps, or a ma-
jor offensive with forces marshalling north of the DMZ.

Phoenix-Phung Hoang, a country-wide program
proven highly effective in ferreting out the VC infrastruc-
ture - - with over 240 kills in the coastal districts of Thua
Thien province during October alone - - should constitute
our strongest campaign for unfettering those Vietnamese
civilians yet existing in fear of infrastructure terrorism or

reprisal.

-ARVN, improving steadily, is shouldering an in-

creasing share of combat in I CTZ, while, at the same
time, continuing to bolster the revolutionary development
program.
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STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS - OCTOBERl968 

1. ENEMY ORDER'OF BATTLE 

a. DMZ /1 CTZ Summ.ary 

Du~ing most of October, the enemy generally elected 
to avoid major contact with Marines and other forces in the 
DMZ /1 CT Z region. The exception was in Quang Nam province, 
where elements of two NVA regiments maneuvered, albeit 
unsuccessfully, to isolate and reduce the US Special Forces 
garrison at Thuong Duc. Positioned 23 miles southwest of 
Danang in the western reaches of the An Hoa basin, Thuong 
Duc straddles the Route 614/548 infiltration corridor, imped­
ing the influx: of enemy soldiers and materiel from Laos. 

Throughout I CTZ the enemy withdrew during the 
month toward his base areas in the hinterlands and the sanc­
tuaries of Nort,h Vietnam and Laos, substantiating prisoner 
interrogations", agent reports, and aerial and ground recon­
nais sance evaluations. He reportedly will attempt, during 
this respite, to recover from his loss of over 89,000 com­
bat troops thus far in 1968 and to reconstitute his war ma­
terials in preparation for renewed offensive operations. 

At end-month, the strength of confirmed enemy com­
bat units in I CTZ and the DMZ area was estimated at 40,055 
North Vietnamese and 6,830 Viet Congo This reflects a de­
crease, from 30 September, of 2, 325, primarily as a result 
of casualties assessed against identified enemy units. 

Augmenting the troops~in the~~ confirrrl,ed ~()l'!lbat 
units are 1,970 personnel in confirmed administrative units, 
23,870 guerrillas, and 18,385 enemy soldiers in unconfirmed, 
but probable or suspected, enemy units in the region. This 
brings the total enemy strength estimate for the DMZ area and I 
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STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS - OCTOBER 1968

1. ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE

a. DMZ/ CTZ Summary

During most of October, the enemy generally elected
to avoid major contact with Marines and other forces in the
DMZ/I CTZ region. The exception was in Quang Nam province,
where elements of two NVA regiments maneuvered, albeit
unsuccessfully, to isolate and reduce the US Special Forces
garrison at Thuong Duc. Positioned 23 miles southwest of
Danang in the western reaches of the An Hoa basin, Thuong
Duc straddles the Route 614/548 infiltration corridor, imped-
ing the influx of enemy soldiers and materiel from Laos.

Throughout I CTZ the enemy withdrew during the
month toward his base areas in the hinterlands and the sanc-
tuaries of North Vietnam and Laos, substantiating prisoner
interrogations, agent reports, and aerial and ground recon-
naissance evaluations. He reportedly will attempt, during
this respite, to recover from his loss of over 89,000 com-
bat troops thus far in 1968 and to reconstitute his war ma-
terials in preparation for renewed offensive operations,

At end-month, the strength of confirmed enemy com-
bat units in I CTZ and the DMZ area was estimated at 40, 055
North Vietnamese and 6, 830 Viet Cong. This reflects a de -

crease, from 30 September, of 2, 325, primarily as a result
of casualties assessed against identified enemy units.

Augmenting the troops in these confirmed combat
units are 1,970 personnel in confirmed administrative units,
23, 870 guerrillas, and 18, 385 enemy soldiers in unconfirmed,
but probable or suspected, enemy units in the region. This
brings the total enemy strength estimate for the DMZ area and I
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CTZ to 91,110, or nearly double the confirmed combat 
strength of 46, 885. 

-Enemy Lines of Communication 

The enemy, in October, attempted to restore his 
routes into, and within, I CTZ following the ravages of 
Typhoon Bess and the subsequent heavy rains of the south­
west/northeast monsoon transition. Late-October aerial 
photography revealed but a few landslides and washouts 
impeding enemy traffic. Despite this paucity of interfer­
ence, enemy vehicular movement was reported in the main 
to be at low intensity. 

The principal enemy road engineering effort during 
the month was repair of Route 1036 in Laos, just west of 
the DMZ, and the further construction of Route 548 in 
western Quang Nam province. This latter road is deslgned 
to provide a motorable artery linking marshaling areas and 
supply depots in A Shau Valley and Laos with the battle­
ground of eastern Quang Nam. 

The following map displays the general locations of 
the 84 ene:rp.y infantry battalions in the DMZ /I CT Z region, 
with the succeeding four maps presenting more specific 
information on confirmed enemy units in each province. 

..II£!MI" 

71 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

CTZ to 91, 110, or nearly double the confirmed combat
strength of 46, 885.

-Enemy Lines of Communication

The enemy, in October, attempted to restore his
routes into, and within, I CTZ following the ravages of
Typhoon Bess and the subsequent heavy rains of the south-
west/northeast monsoon transition. Late-October aerial
photography revealed but a few landslides and washouts
impeding enemy traffic. Despite this paucity of interfer-
ence, enemy vehicular movement was reported in the main
to be at low intensity.

The principal enemy road engineering effort during
the month was repair of Route 1036 in Laos, just west of
the DMZ, and the further construction of Route 548 in
western Quang Nam province. This latter road is designed
to provide a motorable artery linking marshaling areas and
supply depots in A Shau Valley and Laos with the battle-
ground of eastern Quang Nam.

The following map displays the general locations of
the 84 enemy infantry battalions in the DMZ/I CTZ region,
with the succeeding four maps presenting more specific
information on confirmed enemy units in each province.
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ENEMY BATTALIONS IN I Cll/DMZ AREA . OCTOBER 1968 

.. North Vietnamese Army 
40,055 

~ Viet (ong 
6,830 

TOTAL 

91 NVA Battalions (Includes 
26 Support Bottalions) 
.19 VC Battalions 

DMZ AREA 
24 Infantry Battolians 

8 Support Bollalions* 

QUANG TRI 
6 Inlontrt BattaliQn$ 

I Support Battalion* 

25 50 
I ! 

Kilometers 

THUA THIEN 

PHU BAI 21 InIonlry Boltalions 

DECLASSIFIED 

QUANG NAM 
13 Infanlry Battalions 

'4 Support Battclion1* 

QUANG TIN 

9 Infontry Battalions 

6 Support Bottalions* 

QUANG NGAI 
11 Infantry BattaHons 

7 Sl)pport Bottalillns* 

• DUe PHO 

46.885 
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ENEMY BATTALIONS IN I CTZ/DMZ AREA . OCTOBER 1968

DMZ AREA

NVN 5025024 Infantry BattalionsDMZ
8 Support Baltalions*

Kilometers

QUANG TRI

6 Iniantry Baltalions

QUANG IRI
I Support Battolion

HUE

THUA THIEN

21 Infaniry BoltalionsPHU BAI
THUA THIN

QUANG NAM11
13 Infantry Battalions

DANANG 4 Support Battalions

QUANG TIN

9 Infantry BottalionsQUANC NAM
6 Support Battalions*

QUANG TIN

CHU LAI

QUANG NGAI

11 Infantry BattalionsLEGEND
7 Support Battalions

North Vietnamese Army
OCAN NGA

40,055

Viet Cong DUC PHO
6,830

TOTAL

91 NVA Battalions (Includes

26 Support Bottalions)

IICTZ19 VC Battalions

*
Total enemy combat strength in I CTZ and DMZ Area: 46,885

Not shown on map
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b. DMZ /Quang Tri Province 

At end-October, the confinued enemy combat strength 
in the DMZ iQuang Tri provi.nce region was an estimated 
17,285, a decrease of 940 from 30 September. This decrease 
reflects 240 replacement soldiers to counter the 1,180 com­
bat losses suffered during the month. Principal contact with 
the enemy occurred at mid-month, when ARVN battalions en­
gaged elements of the 138th NY A Regiment, and on the 24th, 
when US Army units contacted portions of the 138th and possi­
bly forces from the 270th NVA Regiment. 

OCTOBER 1968 *m oms 
Til 

Fronl Headquarters I I 
Division Headquarters 
Regimental Headquarters 8 
Supporl Regiment Hq. I 
Infontry Bottalions 24 
Support Bottaiiont 

*Province capital 

o 

136th Regt 
336th Dlv 

1st 8n 

2d 8n 

* The DMZ area Includes that portion of Quang Trl province which lies north of Route 9, the DMZ itself, and the Vinh Unh 
Special Zone in North Vietnam. NVA units operating in this vicinity, or under the control of the DMZ Front headquarters, 
are considered DMZ AREA UNITS. 
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UNCLASSIFIED b. DMZ/Quang Tri Province

At end-October, the confirmed enemy combat strength
in the DMZ/Quang Tri province region was an estimated

17, 285, a decrease of 940 from 30 September. This decrease
reflects 240 replacement soldiers to counter the 1, 180 com-
bat losses suffered during the month. Principal contact with
the enemy occurred at mid-month, when ARVN battalions en-

gaged elements of the 138th NVA Regiment, and on the 24th,
when US Army units contacted portions of the 138th and possi-

bly forces from the 270th NVA Regiment.

B-5 84th Regt

NVN Front Hg
138th Regt52d Regt 2d Bn
338th Div320th Div 13th Bn

3d Bn4th Bn 1st Bn
14th Bn

4th Bn5th Bn 2d Bn
15th Bn

27th
6th Bn

Indep Regt16th Bn 3d Bn
138th Regt2d Bn

19th Bn
64th Regt 3d Bn27th Bn 270th Regt406Bn 320th Div GP-31
TOTAL Bn 320th 4th Bn

Dlv Hq
ErinEm 5th BnBill i

CON THIENHeal
814th Bn6th Bn

CAM LO 7th Front270th RegtHn DONG HA
QUANG TRI111 48th Regt

320th Div

1st Bn
6th BnQUANG TRI
812th Regt2d Bn

xxx. HqKHE SANH
LAOS 7th Front3d Bn

10th Bn
7thFrontENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE
812th Regt

OCTOBER 1968 * QUANG 7th Front'DMZ
TRI THUA THIEN4th Bn

Front Headquorters 1

0Division Headquarters 5th Bn
1Regimental Headquarters 8 K 32 Bn

Support Regiment Hq. 1 0 7th Front
24Infantry Battalions 0 206 10

BOBth Bn
Support Battalions 8 1 7th FrontVC Kilometers

* Province capital

The DMZ area includes that portion of Quang Tri province which lies north of Route 9, the DMZ itself,and the Vinh Linh*
Special Zone in North Vietnam. NVA units operating in this vicinity, or under the control of the DMZ Front headquarters,
are considered DMZ AREA UNITS.
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c. Thua Thien Province 

The confirmed enemy combat strength in Thua Thien 
province remained relatively stable during the month, de­
creasing by 90, to an estimated 10,425 men. This reduc­
tion resulted by offsetting a gain of 165 recruits and infil­
trators with 255 casualties. Enemy initiated activity in the 
province focused primarily in the Phu Lac area, where it 
was characterized by harassing attacks-by-fire. 

THUA THIEN 
MR Headquarters 

Regimental Headquarters 

TRI/THIEN 
MILITARY REGION HD 

90th Regt 

32480iv 

7th 8n 

10 20 
! 

Kilometers 

* HUE 5th Regt 

.PHU BAI ~ ~~~ ~engt 

,~ 6th Bn ~. K4 Bn 

9th 8n ~ ~ .'~ K4B Bn 

--:- 5th Regt 

THUA THIEN ~\;~;~~ ~:~~ Bn 

~5thRegt \ K4C~~' ~.~",'~~ 

~'4th 

! 

:nfcnlry Battalions 21 

* Province capital 
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UNCLASSIFIED C. Thua Thien Province

The confirmed enemy combat strength in Thua Thien
province remained relatively stable during the month, de-
creasing by 90, to an estimated 10,425 men. This reduc-
tion resulted by offsetting a gain of 165 recruits and infil-

trators with 255 casualties. Enemy initiated activity in the

province focused primarily in the Phu Loc area, where it

was characterized by harassing attacks-by-fire.

10 200

Kilometers

QUANG TRI
8038 Regt

90th Regt
324B DivTist Bo
7th Bn

2d Bn
K4 Bn8th Bn

3d Bn * HUE 5th Regt
XXX K4B Bn9th BnK12 Bn TRI/THIEN 4th Regt6th Regt PHU BAIMILITARY REGION HO

K10 Bn
5th Regt

Chi Thua BnTHUA THIEN
5th RegtVC

9th Regt

Regt
815th Bn 5th Regt K4C Bn

4th Regi
Bn

FAOS
DANANG

ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE
6th RegtOCTOBER 1968
800th Bn

THUA THIEN QUANG NAM802d BnMR Headquarters 1

Regimental Headquarters 7 806th Bri

intentry Battalions 21

Province capital

UNCLASSIFIED

74

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

•• 11.'1 

d. Quang Nam/Quang Tin Provinces 

Confirmed enemy combat strength in central I CT Z 
decreased by 945, to an estimated 11,350, on 31 October. 
This reflects combat losses of 1,465 and gains of 520 
recruits and infiltrators. The Quang Nam arena of combat 
was the Thuong Duc area, where elements of the 21st and 
31 st NV A Regiments, supported by cannoneers from the 
368B NVA Artillery (Rocket) Regiment, were engaged 
sporadically by Marine, Special Forces, and ARVN units. 
In Quang Tin, scattered enemy activity was directed pri­
marily against Vietnamese territorial forces, revolutionary 
development hamlets, and combined action platoons. 

10 20 
I 

Kilometers 

I-.:JRocl<el R_"fI::'?I~ ... '",., ;%' '" "f" ~~::ANG 
102d Bn ,36th Regt 39th Regt 

F
l03 B R20th Bn 

. d n VC 

31st Regt ~;"25th Bn * HOI AN 
3Sth Regtr-',LL. GK 40th 8n 

L ____ -'=========---- • e68 RkiRegt GK 31st Bn ~ 
VC ( ~2dDiv 

OCTOBER 1968 OmG 

Division Headquarters 
Group Headquorten 

NAM 

Infantry Regiment Headquarters 4 
Suppor! Regiment Headquarters 2 0 
Infantry Battalions 13 9 
Support Battalions 4 

* Province capital 

I'IQ' 2d Div 

,..g,l.t Sn f2:1GP 44 ~GK 30th Sn 70th Bn 
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d. Quang Nam/Quang Tin Provinces

Confirmed enemy combat strength in central I CTZ

decreased by 945, to an estimated 11, 350, on 31 October.

This reflects combat losses of 1, 465 and gains of 520

recruits and infiltrators. The Quang Nam arena of combat

was the Thuong Duc area, where elements of the 21st and

31 st NVA Regiments, supported by cannoneers from the

368 B NVA Artillery (Rocket) Regiment, were engaged

sporadically by Marine, Special Forces, and ARVN units.

In Quang Tin, scattered enemy activity was directed pri-

marily against Vietnamese territorial forces, revolutionary

development hamlets, and combined action platoons.

20100

Kilometers
3d BmTHUA THIE 368B Rkt Regt

T89th Bn
38th Regt

368B DANANG
Rocket Regt 31st Indep Regt

D7th Bn1st Bn 38th Regt 38th Regt102d Bn
R20th Bn2d Bn

103d Bn VC
31st Regt22d Bn HOI ANV25th Bn *

3d Bn GK 40th Bn38th Regt33d Bn VC38th Regt 2d Div
GK 31st Bn68B Rkt Regt
2d DivHQ36th Regt GP 44GP 44 GK 30th Bn 70th BnQUANG NAM 1st Bn

2d Div VC689 Rkt Regt1st Bn

TAM KY*2d Bn
GK 33d Bn

409th Bn2d Div3d Bn
172d Bn11 GK 32d Bn

111 3d Regt VC2d Div 3d Bn
2d Div 68B Rkt Regt

FAOS 1st Regt
1st Bn QUANG TIN 2d DivVC CHU LAI
2d Bn 40th Bn

ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE IVC
2d Div3d Bn

OCTOBER 1968 QUANG QUANG 60th BeHq
NAM TIN IVC

1Division Headquarters 0 90th Bn
1 0Group Headquarters VC

2Infantry Regiment Headquarters 4
0Support Regiment Headquarters 2

QUANG NGAI913Infantry Ballations

64Support Ballations

Province capital
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e. Quang Ngai Province 

On 31 October, the confirmed enemy combat strengtJ:1 
in Quang Ngai province was an estimated 7, 825, a 350-man 
decrease during the month. Affecting the decrease were the 
withdrawal of the 328th NVA Regimental headquarters and 
combat losses of 375, offset somewhat by the increase of 
155 soldiers realized through infiltration and recruitment. 
Enemy activity in southern I CT Z consisted in the main of 
scattered harassing attacks- by-fire against GVN installa­
tions and densely populated urban areas. 

OCTOBER 1968 

QUANG NGAI 
DlvIsiQn Headquarters 
Regimental Headquarters. 
Infantry Ballalions II 
Support Battalio", 

* Province cap1tal 

10 20 
I I 

Kilometers 

* QUANG NGAI 

m~~;~ ~~g~ 38th 8n 
~120th Bn VC 328th Regt 

ivC401st Regt 

~81st Bn 
VC 32Bth Regt 

-Due PHO 

~406th Bn ~401st Regt 
'Vi!40lst Regt • MR-5 
V -----.JUnlocated 

DECLASSIFIED 

76 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED e. Quang Ngai Province

On 31 October, the confirmed enemy combat strength
in Quang Ngai province was an estimated 7, 825, a 350-man
decrease during the month. Affecting the decrease were the

withdrawal of the 328th NVA Regimental headquarters and
combat losses of 375, offset somewhat by the increase of
155 soldiers realized through infiltration and recruitment.

Enemy activity in southern I CTZ consisted in the main of
scattered harassing attacks-by-fire against GVN installa-
tions and densely populated urban areas.

0 10 20QUANG TIN
3d Div

Kilometers
22d Regt90th Bo 3d Div 48th Bn-

328th Regt200th Bn 7th Bn VC
QUANG NGAI*300th Bn 8th Bn

107th Bn500th Bn 9th Bn 38th Bn401st Regt 328th Regt120th Bn VC551 st Bn 401st Regt
IVC

600th Bn
81st Bn
328th Regt2d Regt VCQUANG NGAI 3d DivVC

DUC PHO93d Bn

401st Regt406th Bn
15th Bn MR-5401st RegtVC Unlocated

th Bn

ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE
OCTOBER 1968

QUANG NGAI

Division Headquarters

Regimental Headquarters 3

11Infantry Battalions

IICTZSupport Battalions 7

Province capital
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2. ENEMY LOSSES IN I CTZ 

Killed CaEtured WeaEons 
Enemy los ses to III MAF /SLF 

By Marines 1,707 24 431 
Monthly m MAF /SLF 2,991 270 1,034 

Total 
1968 m MAF /SLF 54,013 2,243 20,467 

Total 

Enemy losses to other forces 

By ROKMC 231 4 
By RVNAF 1,006 357 
By Special Forces/CIDCr--· ------;-z- ---------7----------

73 
549 

---T5 

Monthly Total 1,289 368 

I CTZ Monthly Total 
1968 Total 

4,280 
80,933 

638 
5,617 

3. MARINE /SLF OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS 

637 

1,671 
30,306 

Cumulative 
October 1968 1968 Total 

7,849 Patrols 109,967 
4,319 Ambushes 48,694 

35 Company operations 929 
58.4 Snip..e..r.posts 3,271 

4 Battalion operations 21'~ 

7 Regimental or 23':< 
---larger operations 

6,862 Combat/combat 76,377 
support sorties 

61,259 Helicopter sorties 549,776 

>;'Since monthly figures include operations continued from 
previous months, they are not used tQ compute cumulative 

totals. _.-.~ 
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2. ENEMY LOSSES IN I CTZ

Killed Captured Weapons
Enemy losses to III MAF/SLF

4311,707 24By Marines

Monthly III MAF/SLF 1,0342702,991
Total

20,4671968 III MAF/SLF 54,013 2,243
Total -

Enemy losses to other forces

73231 4By ROKMC
1,006 357 549By RVNAF

7By Special Forces/CIDG 1552
6373681,289Monthly Total

1,6716384,280ICTZ Monthly Total
5,617 30,30680,9331968 Total

3. MARINE/SLF OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS

Cumulative

1968 TotalOctober 1968

109,9677,849 Patrols
48,694Ambushes4,319

Company operations35 929
3,271Sniper posts584

Battalion operations 21*4
23*7 Regimental or

larger operations
6,862 Combat/combat 76,377

support sorties

61,259 549,776Helicopter sorties

*Since monthly figures include operations continued from

previous months, they are not used to compute cumulative
totals.
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4. CHANGES IN MAJOR III MAF /SLF MARINE UNITS 

Unit Date From/To 

HMM-363 (SLF AHa) lOct Phu Bai/LPH-5 
HMM-265 SOct Marble Mtn/ Phu Bai 
HMM-165 (SLF Bravo) 50ct LPH-IO/Marble Mtn 
MATCU-65 lOOct Quang Tri/Okinawa 
2d LAAM Bn 120ct Chu Lai/CONUS 
3d Bn, 26th Marine s 150ct Phu Loc/Danang 
5th 155mm Gun Btry 180ct Quang Tri/Camp Carroll 
BLT 2/26 (SLF AHa) 180ct Quang Tri/LPH-S 
BLT 2/26 (SLF AHa) 250ct LPH-5/Hoi An 
HMM-363 (SLF Alfa) 270ct LPH-S/Phu Bai 
HMM-16S (SLF Bravo) 300ct Marble Mtn/LPH-lO 

S. UNITS ASSIGNED TO THE SPECIAL LANDING FORCES 

SLF Alia (TG 79.4) 

Battalion Landing Team - 2/26 
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron -363 

SLF Bravo (TG 79.5) 

Battalion Landing Team - 2/7 
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron - 165 

!i 11 I ,\j!trt'> '. \ !~(('·Jnpnrr:::\· ! I 
n-r\c~- n ""'-"" I 
J;!IU""'ln il /u\ "', ''-'U·I;'Ui?lIl, I 

. v \J~lb'!l.lv~ U ~L:-: I 
·6£.. if" 
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4. CHANGES IN MAJOR III MAF/SLF MARINE UNITS

Unit From/ToDate

HMM-363 (SLF Alfa) Phu Bai/LPH-51Oct
HMM-265 Marble Mtn/Phu Bai50ct
HMM-165 (SLF Bravo) LPH-10/Marble Mtn50ct
MATCU-65 10Oct Quang Tri/Okinawa
2d LAAM Bn Chu Lai/CONUS12Oct
3d Bn, 26th Marines Phu Loc/Danang150ct
5th 155mm Gun Btry 180ct Quang Tri/Camp Carroll
BLT 2/26 (SLF Alfa) 180ct Quang Tri/LPH-5
BLT 2/26 (SLF Alfa) LPH-5/Hoi250ct
HMM-363- (SLF Alfa) LPH-5/Phu Bai270ct
HMM-165 (SLF Bravo) 30Oct Marble Mtn/LPH-10

5. UNITS ASSIGNED TO THE SPECIAL LANDING FORCES

SLF Alfa (TG 79.4)

Battalion Landing Team - 2/26
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron --363

SLF Bravo (TG 79.5)

Battalion Landing Team - 2/7
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron - 165
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r?!!c" / 6. US AIRCRAFT BASEil AT MAIOR ICflAiRflElOSH OF 310Cn968 
~. , 

~: . ./ @;/' 
~.-,-.) 

~ 

num IRI 

LEGEND 

.+ lET linus 

~ IAIII MEumTEI 
FACIlITY 

""""'- _O.·IET; IIll 
~ smmc·l3D 

USMC AIRCRAFT 

2 Helo Sqdns 147 CH.46) 
lObs Sqdn 123 UH-l, 10 0-1) 

PHU HAl 
4 Helo Sqd ns 111 CH-53, 

.oil CH-46, 15 UH-I) 
I Adt Maint Sqdn II C-117, 

4 UH-34) 

DANANG 
2 Ftr/Atk Sqdns (19 F-4) 
1 All Weather Atk Sqdn(IO A-6A) 
I Photo/ECM Sqdn (4 EA-6A, 

9 EF.IOB, 6 RF-4B) 
2 Aelt Maint Sqdns (2 C-117, 

5 US-2, 6 TA-4F, 5 UH-34) 

MARBLE MIN. 
4 Helo Sqd ns 120 CH-53, 

22 CH-46, 22 UH-34, 14 UH-I) 
lObs Sqdn (12 UH-l, 13 0-1, 

13 OV-IOA) 
1 Adl Mainl Sqdn II C-117, 

I CH-53) 

CHU LAI 
4 Atk Sqdns (83 A-4) 
1 All Weather Atk Sqdn 111 A-6A) 
3 Ftr/Atk Sqdns (41 F.4) 
2 Adt Maint Sqdns (3 TF-9J, 

2 C-1l7, 6 TA-4F) 

FIXED WING - 245 
HELICOPTER - 237 

TOTAL USMC 
A/C PRESENT - 482 

PHU BAI 

----DANANG 

MARBLE MIN. 

USN AIRCRAFT 
DANANG 

I Det Fit Air Ree Sqd n 
(2 EC-12IM, 6 EA-3B) 

TOTAL USN 

DUC PHO 

A/C PRESENT - 8 

USAF AIRCRAFT 
DANANG 

1 Tact Air Spt Sqdn (15 0-1, 
640-2) 

3 Tacl Ftr Sqdns (57 F-4) 
1 Det Ftr/lnterceptor Sqdn 

(6 F-l02) 
I Air Res Sqdn (3 HH·43, 

10 HH_3) 

TOTAL USAF 
AIC PRESENT - 155 

USA AIRCRAFT 
CAMP EAGLE 
I Abn Div Avn Assets: 

I Avn Gp (34 CH-47, 78 UH.I, 
5 OH·6, 2 U-6) 

1 Med Sn 14 UH-l) 
1 Cav Sqdn (13 UH-l, 9 AH-l, 

80H-6) 
1 Arty Sn (2 UH-l, 7 OH-23) 
Mise 15 UH-l, 2 OH-6, 

40H-23) 

DECLASSIFIED 

USA AIRCRAFT [CONI] 
PHU BAI 

3 Avn Cos (9 UH-l, 2 OH-6, 
270.1,13 OV-l, 1 U-l, 
2 U-21, I U-6) 

MARBLE MIN. 

1 Hq Avn Bda 12 UH-l, 3 OH-6, 
1 U-6, I U-21) 

2 Avn Cos(28 UH-I, 16 OV-l, 
1 U-6) 

I Courier Pit (5 U·l) 

DANANG 
1 Avn Co (1 U-6, 13 U-8) 
1 Maint Bn (7 CH.54) 

CHU LAI 

1 In! Div Avn Assets: 
2 Avn Sns 132 CH-47, 81 UH-l, 

6 OH-6, 2 OH-23) 
I Cav Sqdn (7 UH-l, 9 AH-l, 

80H.6) 
Mise (4 UH-l, B OH-6, 21 OH.23, 

3 0-1,1 U.6) 

DUC PHO 
1 Avn Co (24 UH.l) 

FIXED WING - 88 
HELICOPTER - 424 
TOTAL USA 
Ale PRESENT - 512 
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6. US AIRCRAFT BASED AT MAJOR I CTZ AIRFIELDS AS OF 31 OCT 1968

QUANG TRI
DMZ

CAMP EAGLE

PHU BAI

DANANG

LEGEND

CHU LAIJET RUNWAYS

ICTZ
MARBLE MTN.MAJOR MELICOPTER

FACILITY

NON-IET; WILL

SUPPORT C-130

DUC PHO

USA AIRCRAFT (CONT)USN AIRCRAFTUSMC AIRCRAFT

PHU BAIQUANG TRI DANANG

3 Avn Cos (9 UH-1, 2 OH-6,2 Helo Sqdns [47 CH-46) 1 Det Flt Air Rec Sqdn
27 O-1, 13 OV-1, 1 U-1,1 Obs Sqdn (23 UH-1, 10 0-1) (2 EC-121M, 6 EA-3B)
2 U-21, 1 U-6)

PHU BAI TOTAL USN MARBLE MTN.4 Helo Sqdns (11 CH-53,
A/C PRESENT - 8

41 CH-46, 15 UH-1)
1 Hq Avn Bde (2 UH-1, 3 OH-6,

1 Acft Maint Sqdn (1 C-117, 1 U-6, 1 U-21)
4 UH-34) 2 Avn Cos(28 UH-1, 16 OV-1,USAF AIRCRAFT 1 U-6}

DANANG 1 Courier Plt 15 U-1)DANANG

1 Toct Air Spt Sqdn (155 0-1,2 Ftr / Atk Sqdns (19 F-4) DANANG
1 All Weather Atk Sqdn (10 A-6A) 64 0-2)

3 Tact Ftr Sqdns (57 F-4)1 Photo/ECM Sqdn (4 EA-6A, 1 Avn Co (1 U-6, 13 U-8)
1 Det Ftr/Interceptor Sqdn 1 Maint Bn (7 CH-54)9 EF-10B, 6 RF-4B)

(6 F-102)2 Act Maint Sqdns (2 C-117,
1 Air Res Sqdn (3 HH-43, CHU LAI5 US-2, 6 TA-4F, 5 UH-34)
10 HH-3)

MARBLE MIN. 1 Inf Div Avn Assets:

2 Avn Bns (32 CH-47, 81 UH-1,4 Helo Sqdns (20 CH-53,
TOTAL USAF 6 OH-6, 2 OH-23)22 CH-46, 22 UH-34, 14 UH-1) A/C PRESENT - 155 1 Cav Sqdn (7 UH-1, 9 AH-1,1 Obs Sqdn (12 UH-1, 13 0-1,

8 OH-6)13 OV-10A)
Misc (4 UH-1, 8 OH-6, 21 OH-23,1 Acft Maint Sqdn (1 C-117,

USA AIRCRAFT 3 O-1, 1 U-6)1 CH-53)

DUC PHOCAMP EAGLECHU LAI

4 Atk Sqdns (83 A-4) I Abn Div Avn Assets: 1 Avn Co (24 UH-1)
1 All Weather Atk Sqdn (11 A-6A) 1 Avn Gp (34 CH-47, 78 UH-1,
3 Ftr/Atk Sqdns (41 F-4) 5 OH-6, 2 U-6)
2 Acft Maint Sqdns (3 TF-9J, 1 Med Bn (4 UH-1)

FIXED WING - 881 Cav Sqdn (13 UH-1, 9 AH-1,2 C-117, 6 TA-4F)
8 OH-6) HELICOPTER 424

1 Arty Bn (2 UH-1, 7 OH-23) TOTAL USAFIXED WING 245 Misc (5 UH-1, 2 OH-6, A/C PRESENT - 512HELICOPTER - 237 4 OH-23)
TOTAL USMC
A/C PRESENT 482

UNCLASSIFIED
SECRET

79

DECLASSIFIED



8. 

DECLASSIFIED 

RINE CIVIC ACTION 

October 1968 

124, 128 

1,925 

406 

21,375 

10,181 

7,681 

502 

1,082 

$41,161 
42,740 

2,230 
104 

Cumulative 
1968 Total 

Persons given 948,653 
ll1.edical treatll1.ent 

Persons given 35, 193 
dental treatment 

Persons given 1, 999 
medical or dental 
training 

Pound s of food 1,153,290 
distributed 

Pound s of soap 76,278 
distributed 

Pounds of clothing 78,842 
distributed 

Critically ill civil- 4,593 
ians evacuated 

English language 5,351 
classes conducted 

Cash donations $72,951 
Persons fed 2,304,394 
Students supported 12,148 
Construction pro- 895 

jects 

III MAF STRENGTH 

USMC USN USA 
Off Enl Off Enl Off Enl 

Danang 2,875 41,618 243 1,858 264 1,933 
Chu Lai 519 5,235 21 112 1,540 18,434 
Duc Pho 283 4,505 
Phu Bai 438 .. 5,945 12 138 1,973 19, 136 
Quang Tri 521 5,096 90 615 1,768 16,732 
DMZ Area 831 18,309 63 518 279 3,908 
Totals 5,184 76,203 429 3,241 6,107 64,648 
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7. MARINE CIVIC ACTION
Cumulative

October 1968 1968 Total

124,128 Persons given 948,653
medical treatment

1,925 Persons given 35,193
dental treatment

406 Persons given 1,999
medical or dental
training

21,375 Pounds of food 1,153,290
distributed

10,181 Pounds of soap 76,278
distributed

7,681 Pounds of clothing 78,842
distributed

502 Critically ill civil- 4,593
ians evacuated

1,082 English language 5,351
classes conducted

$41,161 Cash donations $72,951
42,740 Persons fed 2,304,394
2,230 Students supported 12,148

104 Construction pro- 895
jects

8. III MAF STRENGTH

USMC USN USA
Off Enl Off Enl Off Enl

Danang 41,6182,875 243 1,858 264 1,933
Chu Lai 519 5,235 21 112 1,540 18,434
Duc Pho 283 4,505- - -
Phu Bai 438 5,945 12 138 1,973 19,136
Quang Tri 521 5,096 61590 1,768 16,732
DMZ Area 831 18,309 63 518 279 3,908
Totals 5,184 76,203 429 6,1073,241 64,648
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MARINE CASUALTIES 

During the past 12 months, rS, 346 Marines from the 
1st and 3d Divisions became combalJ::asualties as a result of 
operations in r-CTZ. A breakdown of these casualties by 
type of weaponry inflicting them shows 31. 20/0 resulted from 
small arms fire or grenades, 35.40/0 from mines or other 
explosive devices, and the remaining 33.4% as a result of 
artillery, mortar, or rocket fire. 

Of interest is a comparison between the two divi­
sions by the types of casualties. The majority (510/0) of the 
3d Division casualties were caused by indirect fire weapons, 
with but 18.4% of the division's killed and wounded resulting 
from mines. In contrast to statistics from the 3d Division's 
DMZ area of operations, where the enemy frequently has 
been supported by NV A artillery emplaced in North Vietnam 
or Laos, casualties from the 1st Division, which fights 
primarily in the coastal plain of I CTZ, reflect a constant 
confrontation with the insidious mine warfare of the guerrilla. 
This difference in enemy tactics is the main reason for the 
reversal in the statistical pattern, with 490/0 of the 1 st 
Division casualties sustained by mines, and 19.40/0 caused 
by rocket or mortar fire. The graphs below displaying Marine 
casualties by weapon, portray the different wars being fought 
by the two divisions. 

MARINE CASUALTIES BY WEAPON TYPE 
1ST DIVISION 3D DIVISION 

80 

.... 60 

~ 
40 

20 

----~----

Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug S.p Oct 

1967 1968 1967 1968 
- GUNSHOT/GRENADE - MORTAR, ARTIlLERY, ROCKET _MINE, EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
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9. MARINE CASUALTIES

During the past 12 months, 18, 346 Marines from the
1st and 3d Divisions became combat casualties as a result of

operations in ICTZ. A breakdown of these casualties by
type of weaponry inflicting them shows 31. 2% resulted from
small arms fire or grenades, 35..4% from mines or other

explosive devices, and the remaining 33. 4% as a result of

artillery, mortar, or rocket fire.

Of interest is a comparison between the two divi-

sions by the types of casualties. The majority (51%) of the
3d Division casualties were caused by indirect fire weapons,
with but 18. 4% of the division's killed and wounded resulting
from mines. In contrast to statistics from the 3d Division's
DMZ area of operations, where the enemy frequently has
been supported by NVA artillery emplaced in North Vietnam
or Laos, casualties from the 1st Division, which fights
primarily in the coastal plain of I CTZ, reflect a constant
confrontation with the insidious mine warfare of the guerrilla.
This difference in enemy tactics is the main reason for the
reversal in the statistical pattern, with 49% of the 1st
Division casualties sustained by mines, and 19.4% caused
by rocket or mortar fire. The graphs below displaying Marine
casualties by weapon, portray the different wars being fought
by the two divisions.

MARINE CASUALTIES BY WEAPON TYPE

1ST DIVISION 3D DIVISION

80 80

60 60

40 40

20 20

Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

1967 1968 1967 1968
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10. LOGISTICS 

a. Supplylevel§ atend ofpe~riqd 

Class I 

(1000 of rations/ 
days of supply) 

MCI rations 

B rations 

A rations 

Danang Don& Ha 

110/2 722/16 

182/4 307/7 

171/4 114/2 

• 

C1as s III and IlIA (Bulk) (Marine Corps Owned) 

(l000 gals/ days 
of supply) 

JP-4 

AVGAS 

MOGAS 

DIESEL 

Class V and VA 

Ground Ammuni-
tion (days of 
supply) 

Danang 

82/9 

23/1 

Danang 

45 

Phu Bai Dong Ha 

13/4 

1Z/12 

101/8 

131/7 

Chu Lai Phu Bai. Dong Ha 
-- --- --

45 45 45 

Aviation Ordnance - Stocks maintained within CINCPAC allocations. 

I~~n~-; -
~ fliiiliiT. 
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10. LOGISTICS

a. Supply levels at end of period

Class I

(1000 of rations/

days of supply)

Danang Dong Ha

110/2 722/16MCI rations

182/4 307/7B rations

171/4 114/2A rations

Class III and IIIA (Bulk) (Marine Corps Owned)

(1000 gals/days
of supply)

Phu Bai Dong HaDanang

13/4JP-4 -

AVGAS 12/12- -

MOGAS 82/9 101/8 -

23/1DIESEL 131/7

Class V and VA Chu Lai Phu BaiDanang Dong Ha

Ground Ammuni- 4545 45 45
tion (days of

supply)

Aviation Ordnance - Stocks maintained within CINCPAC allocations.
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• 
b. Resupply Status 

(1) Surface Shipping Status (all I CT Z) 28,328 MIT 

Received from CONUS (17, 771 MIT) 
Received from intra- WestPac (l0, 557 MIT) 

(2) Air Shipping Status 

Received from CONUS (407 SIT) 
Received from intra- WestPac (882 SIT) 

c. Resupply Status Within RVN 

(1) Surface Shipping Status 

Danang to Chu Lai (42,772 SIT) 
Danang to Hlle IPhu __ Bai (30,-940 SIT) 
Danangto Dong HaTCua Vi,£(37 ~ 958 S/Tf 

(2) Fixed Wing Shipping Status (USMC and 
PACAF) 

Danang to Chu Lai (274 SIT) 
Danang to Phu Bai (159 SIT) 
Danang to Dong Ha (1,385 SIT) 
Other intra-I CTZ APOE's (2,743 SIT) 

(3) Helicopter Shipping Status (USMC) 
CH-53 

d. Cargo Shipped out of RVN 

(1) Surface 

MSTS Conventional Vessels (12,761 MIT) 
Roll OnlRoll Off Vessels (841 MIT) 

DECLASSIFIED 

1,289S/T 

111,670 SIT 

4,561 SIT 

5,626 SIT 

13,602M/T 
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b. Resupply Status

(1) Surface Shipping Status (all I CTZ) 28,328 M/T

Received from CONUS (17,771 M/T)
Received from intra-WestPac- (10,557 M/T)

(2) Air Shipping Status 1,289 S/T

Received from CONUS (407 S/T)
Received from intra-WestPac (882 S/T)

C. Resupply Status Within RVN

(1) Surface Shipping Status 111,670 S/T

Danang to Chu Lai (42, 772 S/T)
Danang to Hue/Phu Bai (30, 940 S/T)
Danang to Dong Ha/Cua Viet (37, 958 S/T)

(2) Fixed Wing Shipping Status (USMC and 4,561 S/T
PACAF)

Danang to Chu Lai (274 S/T)
Danang to Phu Bai (159 S/T)
Danang to Dong Ha (1, 385 S/T)
Other intra-I CTZ APOE's (2,743 S/T)

(3) Helicopter Shipping Status (USMC) 5,626 S/T
CH-53

d. Cargo Shipped out of RVN

(1) Surface 13,602M/T

MSTS Conventional Vessels (12,761 M/T)
Roll On/Roll Off Vessels (841 M/T)

83

DECLASSIFIED



~lt$T 
~\' --... • 

(2) Air 

USMC (318 S/T) 
lvIAC (36 S/T) 
PACAF (50 SIT) 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
404 SiT 

e. Maintenance 

Items evacuated from RVN to 3dFSR 
Items repaired at 3dFSR 

738 
146 

3 Items returned to CONUS from 3dFSR 
or disposed of on Okinawa 

f. Construction Projects 

Roads 

Bridges 

Rafts and Ferries 

-133. 1 miles were either 
under construction or being 
upgraded. 

- Four Class 60 bridges were 
~repaireCl. and three Class 60 
bridges were under construction. 

- Four rafts (one in the Chu Lai 
area, two in the Danang area, 
and one in Hue) were in opera­
tion. 

g. Medical and Dental Services 

(1) Medical 

Patients admitted to III MAF facilities 1,810 
Battle injury (34:6) 
Non- battle injury (239) 
Disease (1,225) 

Evacuated out-oi-country 392 
Deaths in III MAF facilities 4 
Returned to duty 732 
Hospitalized as of 31 October 191 
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SEGRET

404 S/T(2) Air

USMC (318 S/T)
MAC (36 S/T)
PACAF (50 S/T)

e, Maintenance

Items evacuated from RVN to 3dFSR 738
146Items repaired at 3dFSR

Items returned to CONUS from 3dFSR 3

or disposed of on Okinawa

Construction Projectsf.

-133.1 miles were eitherRoads
under construction or being
upgraded.

- Four Class 60 bridges wereBridges
repaired and three Class 60

bridges were under construction.

- Four rafts (one in the Chu LaiRafts and Ferries

area, two in the Danang area,
and one in Hue) were in opera-
tion.

g. Medical and Dental Services

(1) Medical

Patients admitted to III MAF facilities 1,810
Battle injury (346)
Non-battle injury (239)
Disease (1,225)

Evacuated out-of-country 392
Deaths in III MAF facilities 4
Returned to duty 732
Hospitalized as of 31 October 191
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• 
(2) Dental 

~ 
Total Procedures 
Operative, Crown, and Bridge 
Prhthetics 
Oral Surgery 
Preventive Dentistry 
Number of Sittings 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

51, 761 
23,550 

634 
4,405 

11,715 
18,712 
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(2) Dental

Total Procedures 51,761
Operative, Crown, and Bridge 23,550
Prosthetics 634
Oral Surgery 4,405
Preventive Dentistry 11,715
Number of Sittings 18,712
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