
 

J 

DECLASSIFIED

017 070#116

Corps

Declassified-
by the Director

in accordance

of Marine
with

Ser:
the

andHistory
provisions

of CHO 1tr op-9420323 joy,

of 13 October 1971,

P.B. Liffery

10770 P942

3/1/19
Signature/date

EXEMPTED FROM AUTOMATIC DOWNGRADING BY

UNCLASSIFIEDEMFPAC

DECLASSIFIED



, 

• 

.. 

• 
fMf - PAC 

*0* 
* 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

//6 
•. t': ~ S 0 17 0 '7 0 

~O 

•••• • • • • •••• 
• • •••••• • 

• ••• • • • •• 
•••• • • • • • •• 

• ••• • • • •• 
•••• • • • • •••• 

--
~! 

,--'-

FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACI_FI-C-----::::::l
1 

-®OO~\L~~~~W~\E@ -' 
\. ~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

UNCLASSIFIED

OPERATIONS OF U.S. MARINE FORCES

VIETNAM

MAY 1970

116

S017 070

HD

FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC
FMF-PAC

UNCLASSIFIED

SHORET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 

This is a summary of activities of US Marine Corps forces in 
Vietnam for the month of May 1970. Its purpose is to update similar 
historical reports covering the period from March 1965 through April 
1970. 
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This is a summary of activities of US Marine Corps forces in

Vietnam for the month of May 1970. Its purpose is to update similar

historical reports covering the period from March 1965 through April

1970.
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-

In general, the patterns of activity--III MAF and 
~~~~~~~;;;;;;;;;;el;le;;r;;Jl;y;;:;;;;;r;e;;lIl;;;iil;h·n~ed~u;;;n;;;c~h~a;;n~g~ed;nfr~o~m those prevailiJJ.gslltce tnebeginning of 
-

-- .. ~ -- -the year. DurIng May, 1st Marine DiVISion comnai operations, spoiling 

; _- .. --- ---enemy attempts to disrupt pacification and revolutionary development, 

~ continued to inflict substantial losses on the NVA and VC throughout 
~- -----------e-astern Quang Nam province. First Marine Aircraft Wing flights, in 

-~~~-~ addition to supporting the Division with thousands of helicopter and fixed 

wing sorties, ranged across I CTZ, Laos, North Vietnam, and, for the first 

~-------time, Cambodia, to reconnoiter or attack enemy base areas and resupply 
'"'= 

-
~-~----~~ 

~ 
----::::--~---~----

routes and to support Free World forces. Although somewhat increasing 

attacks-by-fire and ground assaults, the enemy continued to direct most of 

his attention toward stalling pacification progresS rather tl1an~attempt:ing 

major confrontation with In MAF iiiiifs: 

Despite the fact that no major or prolonged battles took place 

during the month, the NVA and VC lost 742 killed, 87 taken prisoner, and 
239 w~pons captured during combat with Marines, including those in the 
Combined Action Force and Combined Unit Pacification Program. Patrols 

operating as part of the 1st Marine Division counter-rocket program 
accounted for a portion of the e.l!.elfiY l()sses. This program, largely 
coordinated and operated by the 11th Marines, has been highly successful 
since 1967 in diminishing frequency, intensity, and accuracy of rocket 

attacks a inst Danan and its environs. 

Enemy activity near the population centers of Quang Nam, 

denied adequate resupply and support by continuing pacification, is 

heavily dependent upon materiel from North Vietnamese sources 
~---""inU.!trodu{Led into RVN via a network Q!jnter!!on!!ected roads and trails. 

Aerial bombardment of distant routes and base areas, reconnaissance 

•••• • • 
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SUMMARY

In general,
the patterns of activity--III MAF and

-remained unchanged from those prevailing since the beginning of

the year. During May, 1st Marine Division combat operations, spoiling

enemy attempts to disrupt pacification and revolutionary development,

continued to inflict substantial losses on the NVA and VC throughout

eastern Quang Nam province. First Marine Aircraft Wing flights, in

addition to supporting the Division with thousands ofhelicopter and fixed

wing sorties, ranged across I CTZ, Laos, North Vietnam, and, for the first

time, Cambodia, to reconnoiter or attack enemy base areas and resupply

routes and to support Free World forces. Although somewhat increasing

attacks-by-fire
and ground assaults, the enemy continued to direct most of

his attention toward stalling pacification progress rather than attempting

major confrontation with III MAF units.

Despite the fact that no major or prolonged battles took place

during the month, the NVA and VC lost 742 killed, 87 taken prisoner, and

239 weapons captured during combat with Marines, including those in the

Combined Action Force and Combined Unit Pacification Program. Patrols

operating as part of the 1st Marine Division counter-rocket program
accounted for a

portion
of the enemy losses. This program, largely

coordinated and operated by the 11th Marines, has been highly successful

since 1967 in diminishing frequency, intensity, and accuracy of rocket

attacksagainst Danang and its environs.

Enemy activity near the population centers of Quang Nam,

denied adequate resupply and support by continuing pacification, is

heavily dependent upon materiel from North Vietnamese sources

introduced into RVN via a network of interconnected roads and trails.

Aerial bombardment of distant routes and base areas, reconnaissance
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operations along intennediate locations, and In MAF maneuver against 

b 

intra-Quang Nam supply routes have compounded enemy logistic 
~~~~~~~ problems, thereby lessening his potential for sustained combat. 

A small increase in enemy activity in Quang Nam during April 

was reflected in acification ro ess statistics which declined slightly 
more than one percent. A significant realignment of combined action 

platoons, partially deSlgnoo ~o strengthen pacification efforts m QUang 
Nam, took place in early May. A portion of the Marines and Navy 

corpsmen, from 11 platoons deactivated eIsewh~re in I CTZ, were assigned 
~~~~~~~~with Popular Force elements to fonn seven new Quang Nam combined 

action platoons. 

~-=~==~~==================================================================~ .... ~ . . 
• • •••• In anotber noteworthy Change, the Naval Support Activity 

_~~~--,H~o~spital, located near Danang, discontinued operations in May, as the 
Navy continued a phased reduction of forces in connection with the 

redeployment program. The hospital had provided excellent medical 
service to Marines for over four years. 

• • •••••• • 
• ••• • • • •• 

•••• • • • • .. .. 
• ••• • • • •• 
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operations along intermediate locations, and III MAF maneuver against

intra-Quang Nam supply routes have compounded enemy logistic

problems, thereby lessening his potential for sustained combat.

A small increase in enemy activity in Quang Nam during April

was reflected in pacification progress statistics which declined slightly

more than one percent. A significant realignment of combined action

platoons, partially designed to strengthen pacification efforts in Quang

Nam, took place in early May. A portion of the Marines and Navy

corpsmen, from 11 platoons deactivated elsewhere in I CTZ, were assigned

with Popular Force elements to form seven new Quang Nam combined

action platoons.

In another noteworthy change, the Naval Support Activity

Hospital, located near Danang, discontinued operations in May, as the

Navy continued a phased reduction of forces in connection with the

redeployment program. The hospital had provided excellent medical

service to Marines for over four years.
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COMBAT OPERATIONS 

Combat action rose in Quang Nam during Mayas the 
tempo of enemy activity, particularly against territorial 
force units and installations, increased. Marine counter­
guerrilla operations, nevertheless, continued to deny mo­
mentum to the enemy offensive and played a major role in 
province security. Principal actions included a 7th Ma­
rines contact near Que Son and a number of Pacifier patrol 
engagements. While intensifying combat offensive opera­
tions to a slight degree, the enemy continues logistic en­
deavors along lines ofcomrnunication and in base areas, 
described in the chapter following. 

The map below locates Marine battalions at end­
month and displays results of May operations. 

MARINE OPERATIONS: MAY 1970 
••• )1 
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Combat action rose in Quang Nam during May as the

tempo of enemy activity, particularly against territorial
force units and installations, increased. Marine counter-

guerrilla operations, nevertheless, continued to deny mo-
mentum to the enemy offensive and played a major role in

province security. Principal actions included a 7th Ma-
rines contact near Que Son and a number of Pacifier patrol
engagements. While intensifying combat offensive opera-
tions to a slight degree, the enemy continues logistic en-
deavors along lines of communication and in base areas,
described in the chapter following.

The map below locates Marine battalions at end-
month and displays results of May operations.

MARINE OPERATIONS: MAY 1970

COUNTERGUERRILLA OPERATIONS

THUA THIEN CASUALTIES

USMCNVA/VC RECONNAISSANCE OPERATIONS
16 Killed389 Killed CASUALTIES

226 Wounded and62 Captured
USMCNVA/VCevacuated137 Weapons

6 Wounded and
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ounterguerrilla Operations 

III MAF infantry units, remaining deployed 
across the breadth of Quang Nam during May, domi­
nated the battlefield through employment of some 
4,800 patrols, 7,300 ambushes, and 220 company-size 
operations. Enemy activity in the province, al­
though materially restricted by friendly maneuver, 
was primarily directed at RF/PF units, refugee re­
settlements, district headquarters, and pacifica­
tion-associated targets. Generally, attacks-by­
fire were the main tactic employed against US 
forcesi however, aggressive, small units engaged 
the enemy 404 times during the month, accounting 
for 389 NVA/VC killed, 62 taken prisoner, and 137 
weapons captured. 

•••• • • • • •••• 
• • • ••••• • 

• 
The 

operations 
June 1969. 

following graphs compare counterguerrilla •••• : 
" ... 

durlng May Wl th monthly totals Slnce •••• 

MARINE SMALL UNIT OPERATIONS: 'UNE 1969 - MAY 1970 

PATROLS. AMBUSHES, AND SEARCH & CLEAR OPERATIONS 
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-7th Marines Operations 
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Most of III MAF combat again was centered in 
Que Son district, through which the enemy reaches out 
to Quang Nam populated areas. The 7th Marines, op-
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Counterguerrilla Operations

III MAF infantry units, remaining deployed
across the breadth of Quang Nam during May, domi-
nated the battlefield through employment of some
4,800 patrols, 7,300 ambushes, and 220 company-size
operations. Enemy activity in the province, al-
though materially restricted by friendly maneuver,
was primarily directed at RF/PF units, refugee re-
settlements, district headquarters, and pacifica-
tion-associated targets. Generally, attacks-by-
fire were the main tactic employed against US
forces; however, aggressive, small units engaged
the enemy 404 times during the month, accounting
for 389 NVA/VC killed, 62 taken prisoner, and 137
weapons captured.

The following graphs compare counterguerrilla
operations during May with monthly totals since
June 1969.

MARINE SMALL UNIT OPERATIONS: JUNE 1969 - MAY 1970

CONTACTS/ENEMY KILLEDPATROLS, AMBUSHES, AND SEARCH & CLEAR OPERATIONS

1970 TOTALSTOTAL OPNS 1970
TOTAL DAY OPNS: 25,735Patrols

Contacts 2,327
46,123 32.842Ambushes

Enemy Killed 2,2819001,333Company Operations
15,000

60010,000

3005,000

OPNS: 86.739
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-7th Marines Operations

Most of III MAF combat again was centered in
Que Son district, through which the enemy reaches out
to Quang Nam populated areas. The 7th Marines, op-
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erating out of FSBs RosS, Ryder, and Baldy, execut­
ed in excess of 1,900 patrols and ambushes, 207 
company operations, and 246 scout/sniper deployments 
during May, producing more than half the III MAP con­
tacts and NVA/VC killed, 202 and 201 respectively. 

The most significant III MAP action of the 
month occurred during the early morning hours of 6 
May when an estimated battalion employing mortar, 
RPG, M-79, and small arms fire launched a heavy 
ground attack against Que Son district headquarters, 
a mile and a half northeast of FSB Ross. At the 
same time, rocket and mortar fire was directed on •••••• 
Ross in an attempt to keep the Marines pinned down • ••••• 
and out of the fighting. However, in less than 30 • • 
minutes, a relief force (Headquarters and Service : ••••• 
Company, 2d Battalion Marines with two tanks) entered • 
Que Son and boIs tered the de fense. Shortly after- •••• : 

•• 
wards, elements of Company H joined the close-quar- •••• 
tered battle. Assault elements of the enemy force : : 
wi thdrew under covering fire from a security element • ••• 
concealed in a treeline on the northern edge of the •••• : 
city. The tank's 90mm guns soon silenced the cov- •• 

•••• ering fire, following which friendly elements pur- : : 
sued the NVA and maintained intermittent contact. • ••• 
The following afternoon, a Company G element, three 
miles west of the district headquarters, directed 
artillery fire on 32 enemy thought to be part of the 
retreating force, resulting in eight killed. In all, 
the Marine counterattack and pursuit netted 40 NVA 
killed, four prisoners, 13 individual and two crew 
served weapons, and a quantity of munitions. 

Later in the month, a Company M search un­
covered and destroyed another enemy medical facility 
nine miles west of PSB Baldy. A Hoi Chanh ~.,rorking 
with the Company was instrumental in locating the 
large hospital complex, which was three levels high 
with an adjoining cave. Evidence of recent habita­
tion was prevalent as a substantial amount of medical 
supplies, foodstuffs, and documents was collected. 

& 2ilEi .. 
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erating out of FSBs Ross, Ryder, and Baldy, execut-
ed in excess of 1,900 patrols and ambushes, 207

company operations, and 246 scout/sniper deployments
during May, producing more than half the III MAF con-
tacts and NVA/VC killed, 202 and 201 respectively.

The most significant III MAF action of the
month occurred during the early morning hours of 6

May when an estimated battalion employing mortar,

RPG, M-79, and small arms fire launched a heavy

ground attack against Que Son district headquarters,
a mile and a half northeast of FSB Ross. At the
same time, rocket and mortar fire was directed on

Ross in an attempt to keep the Marines pinned down
and out of the fighting. However, in less than 30

minutes, a relief force (Headquarters and Service
Company, 2d Battalion Marines with two tanks) entered

Que Son and bolstered the defense. Shortly after-

wards, elements of Company H joined the close-quar-
tered battle. Assault elements of the enemy force
withdrew under covering fire from a security element
concealed in a treeline on the northern edge of the

city. The tank's 90mm guns soon silenced the CCV-

ering fire, following which friendly elements pur-
sued the NVA and maintained intermittent contact.

The following afternoon, a Company G element, three

miles west of the district headquarters, directed

artillery fire on 32 enemy thought to be part of the

retreating force, resulting in eight killed. In all,
the Marine counterattack and pursuit netted 40 NVA

killed, four prisoners, 13 individual and two crew

served weapons, and a quantity of munitions.

Later in the month, a Company M search un-
covered and destroyed another enemy medical facility
nine miles west of FSB Baldy. A Hoi Chanh working
with the Company was instrumental in locating the

large hospital complex, which was three levels high
with an adjoining cave. Evidence of recent habita-

tion was prevalent as a substantial amount of medical

supplies, foodstuffs, and documents was collected.

UNCLASSIFIED

I

3

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

GECkR!1f 

Since August 1968, III MAF has learned about 
33 enemy medical facilities in Quang Nam from pris­
oners and captured documents or Marine combat and re­
connaissance units. A concentration of the 33 was 
located in Base Area 112 south of Thuong Due, an 
area typical of those selected by the enemy for hos­
pitals, surgical stations, and convalescent camps-­
in remote areas near major base complexes and close 
to land and water routes which ease evacuation of 
sick and wounded. 

During the past six months, 26 enemy medical 
personnel have been captured by 1st Marine Division •••••• 
uni ts and an additional nine have rallied (nine doc- •••••• 
tors, eight nurses, and 18 medical assistants). The 
loss of these specialists, enough to staff five 100- : ••• : • • bed hospitals or to provide service to three dis- • 
tricts, is costly to the enemy. Difficul ties in re- •••• : 
placing skilled medical personnel impair his. already •.• :· 
marginal medical support, thus further lower~ng enemT. : 
morale and reducing his casualty return-to-action rat~.·· 

• ••• • • • -5th Marines Operations •• 
•••• • • 

The 5th Marine Regiment maintained its posture· ••••• 
in An Hoa basin and the eastern portion of Thuong Duc 
corridor, with the 1st Battalion still providing Pac­
ifier units and serving as division reserve near Da­
nang. Action was scattered and relatively light, as 
the Regiment employed in excess of 3,900 patrols, am­
bushes, and company-search operations to block favor-
ite enemy approaches to the lowlands. Besides ac­
counting for 146 NVA/VC killed and 50 weapons seized 
during May, the unit captured 56 prisoners (all but 
six of the III MAF total). 

Most of the fighting was incurred by 1st Bat­
talion Pacifier patrols. At 0800 on the 6th, one 
heliborne patrol sighted ten enemy moving south, two 
miles southeast of Liberty Bridge. A Company A ele­
ment landed and assaulted, killing eight NVA. A 
week later, similar action took place when another 
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Since August 1968, III MAF has learned about
33 enemy medical facilities in Quang Nam from pris-
oners and captured documents or Marine combat and re-
connaissance units. A concentration of the 33 was
located in Base Area 112 south of Thuong Duc, an
area typical of those selected by the enemy for hos-

pitals, surgical stations, and convalescent camps--
in remote areas near major base complexes and close
to land and water routes which ease evacuation of
sick and wounded.

During the past six months, 26 enemy medical
personnel have been captured by 1st Marine Division
units and an additional nine have rallied (nine doc-

tors, eight nurses, and 18 medical assistants). The
loss of these specialists, enough to staff five 100-
bed hospitals or to provide service to three dis-
tricts, is costly to the enemy. Difficulties in re-

placing skilled medical personnel impair his already

marginal medical support, thus further lowering enemy:
morale and reducing his casualty return-to-action rate.

-5th Marines Operations

The 5th Marine Regiment maintained its posture
in An Hoa basin and the eastern portion of Thuong Duc
corridor, with the 1st Battalion still providing Pac-
ifier units and serving as division reserve near Da-

nang. Action was scattered and relatively light, as
the Regiment employed in excess of 3,900 patrols, am-
bushes, and company-search operations to block favor-
ite enemy approaches to the lowlands. Besides ac-

counting for 146 NVA/VC killed and 50 weapons seized

during May, the unit captured 56 prisoners (all but
six of the III MAF total).

Most of the fighting was incurred by 1st Bat-
talion Pacifier patrols. At 0800 on the 6th, one

heliborne patrol sighted ten enemy moving south, two

miles southeast of Liberty Bridge. A Company A ele-
ment landed and assaulted, killing eight NVA. A
week later, similar action took place when another
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Company A patrol, reacting to intelligence reports, was 
inserted by helicopter to sweep an area t~o miles north 
of An Hoa. Supported by armed helicopters, the Marines 
made numerous small contacts, killing 14 NVA and two VC. 

First Battalion Pacifier elements joined 2d Bat­
talion units on the 8th to thwart the enemy. The action 
started at 0145 as Company G repulsed a mortar-supported 
ground probe by an undetermined size force, but continued 
to receive harassing fire. throughout the night. At 0600, 
Company E was helilifted three miles southeast of the con­
tact site to block the enemy escape; several hours later, 
a Company A Pacifier patrol was landed two miles sou~we~t 
of Company E. Both units engaged the fleeing enemy ~i~· 
small arms fire and air strikes. All told, enemy losses 
were 22 NVA and VC killed, one VC taken prisoner, anq·fd~r 
weapons captured, while friendly casualties were ten • 
wounded. • ••• : 

•• 

Five days later, another operation (accounting for 
21 of the 56 prisoners) was executed in the same vicinity 
southeast of Liberty Bridge. Acting on a report from PF 
soldiers, Companies F and H and the PFs established a cor­
don around the villages of Le Nam (1) and (2) at 0400. 
Villagers informed the Marines two companies of VC had 
fled just prior to their arrival; therefore, Company A 
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Company A patrol, reacting to intelligence reports, was
inserted by helicopter to sweep an area two miles north
of An Hoa. Supported by armed helicopters, the Marines
made numerous small contacts, killing 14 NVA and two VC.

First Battalion Pacifier elements joined 2d Bat-
talion units on the 8th to thwart the enemy. The action

started at 0145 as Company G repulsed a mortar-supported
ground probe by an undetermined size force, but continued
to receive harassing fire throughout the night. At 0600,
Company E was helilifted three miles southeast of the con-
tact site to block the enemy escape; several hours later,
a Company A Pacifier patrol was landed two miles southwest
of Company E. Both units engaged the fleeing enemy with
small arms fire and air strikes. All told, enemy losses
were 22 NVA and VC killed, one VC taken prisoner, and four

weapons captured, while friendly casualties were ten
wounded.

5TH MARINES ACTION: 8 MAY 1970

LIBERTY
BRIDGE

FIGHTING NORTHEAST OF AN HOA

RESULTS IN 22 NVA/VC KILLED
COMPANY G

91

COMPANY
AN HOA
4 MILES

PACIFIER PATROL

Five days later, another operation (accounting for
21 of the 56 prisoners) was executed in the same vicinity
southeast of Liberty Bridge. Acting on a report from PF
soldiers, Companies F and H and the PFs established a cor-
don around the villages of Le Nam (1) and (2) at 0400.

Villagers informed the Marines two companies of VC had
fled just prior to their arrival; therefore, Company A
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\~ifier patrol) was landed two miles to the north. 
Contact was established, and 11 VC were killed and 
four weapons captured in the short fight. Meanwhile, 
a thorough search north of the two villages resulted 
in seizure of 12 VC and nine NVA hiding in spider 
holes and two enemy killed while resisting capture. 
Interrogation of the nine NVA revealed they were med­
ical personnel from Front 4 charged with providing 
medical assistance for NVA and VC in eastern Quang 
Nam. 

Another cordon and search operation in the same 
area on the 17th foiled a favorite enemy tactic (mov-•••••• 
ing into an area shortly after bombing or search in •••••• 
the belief that allied attention would shift else- • • where) and accounted for 18 more prisoners. This Co~···· 
pany H action also netted six VC killed, 21 VC sympa- • 
thi zers, seven weapons, and a fie Id radio. In addi - •••• : 

•• tion to providing valuable information about their •••• 
units, the captured men indicated they had occupied: : 
the area just ten hours after the search four days • •• 
earlier. ... : • • •• 

-1st Marines Operations •••• • • • • •••• 
Action closer to Danang in the 1st Marines area 

was light, as more than 5,100 patrols and ambushes 
brought about 66 contacts, 42 NVA/VC killed, and 16 
weapons captured. Most of the Regiment's small unit 
activities were pointed toward limiting infiltration 
and deterring mortar or rocket shellings against the 
Danang complex. 

Although not often measurable in terms of con­
tacts and enemy losses, the 1st Marines performs the 
majority of III MAF maneuver to pre-empt rocket at­
tacks against Danang and its environs. The fire teams, 
squads, and platoons of the Regiment conduct high-den­
sity patrol operations which make it difficult for the 
enemy to infiltrate with rockets, prepare launching 
sites, fire, and then withdraw without detection. 
In addition to the heavy patrol schedule, the 1st Ma­
rines man observation posts (OP) which supplement those 
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(Pacifier patrol) was landed two miles to the north.
Contact was established, and 11 VC were killed and
four weapons captured in the short fight. Meanwhile,
a thorough search north of the two villages resulted
in seizure of 12 VC and nine NVA hiding in spider
holes and two enemy killed while resisting capture.
Interrogation of the nine NVA revealed they were med-
ical personnel from Front 4 charged with providing
medical assistance for NVA and VC in eastern Quang
Nam.

Another cordon and search operation in the same
area on the 17th foiled a favorite enemy tactic (mov-

ing into an area shortly after bombing or search in
the belief that allied attention would shift else-
where) and accounted for 18 more prisoners. This Com
pany H action also netted six VC killed, 21 VC sympa-
thizers, seven weapons, and a field radio. In addi-
tion to providing valuable information about their
units, the captured men indicated they had occupied
the area just ten hours after the search four days
earlier.

-1st Marines Operations

Action closer to Danang in the 1st Marines area
was light, as more than 5,100 patrols and ambushes

brought about 66 contacts, 42 NVA/VC killed, and 16

weapons captured. Most of the Regiment's small unit
activities were pointed toward limiting infiltration
and deterring mortar or rocket shellings against the

Danang complex.

Although not often measurable in terms of con-
tacts and enemy losses, the 1st Marines performs the
majority of III MAF maneuver to pre-empt rocket at-
tacks against Danang and its environs. The fire teams,
squads, and platoons of the Regiment conduct high-den-
sity patrol operations which make it difficult for the

enemy to infiltrate with rockets, prepare launching
sites, fire, and then withdraw without detection.
In addition to the heavy patrol schedule, the 1st Ma-
rines man observation posts (OP) which supplement those
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of a sophisticated, closely coordinated, 1st Marine 
Division counter-rocket system. 

Shortly after the onset of enemy rocket attacks 
against the Danang complex in February 1967--a signif­
icant escalation of the enemy effort--a counter-rocket 
program was started which since has been considerably 
refined. Success of the program is evidenced by the 
reduced number of rocket attacks on Danang, virtual 
elimination of multi-volley attacks, and diminished 
accuracy of recent rocketings. 

The counter-rocket program consists of contin-•••••• 
uous surveillance, saturation patrolling, harassing • ••••• 
and interdiction fires, rapid counter-fire by artil-. • 
lery, and rocket launching site analysis--all wi thin : ••••• 
a region designated as the rocket threat area. This • 

••• • area is a semicircular belt of terrain, some 4, 000 •• : 
yards wide, around the landward sides of Danang, whic~ ••• 
coincides with the effective ranges of the enemy IS: : 
rockets. It lies almost entirely within the 1st Ma- • ••• 
rines operational area. • ••• : 

•• 

Continuous surveillance of the belt, particu- : •••• : 
larly sections especially favorable and/or previously···· 
used for rocket launchings, is maintained by a coordi­
nated system of observation posts, sensor devices, pa­
trols, and aerial observation. During daylight, at 
least three low-level visual reconnaissance flights, 
dedicated to detecting signs of rocket-firing site 
preparation, are flown. Ten observation posts, estab­
lished and manned by the 11th Marines solely for the 
counter-rocket effort, are located to assure complete 
surveillance of the threat area and provide instanta­
neous reports of rocket firings. 

Each night, previously used rocket launching 
sites and sections of the threat area favorable for 
rocket sites are interdicted, either by 1st Marines 
patrols or 11th Marines artillery fire--sometimes 
both at different times of the night. 
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of a sophisticated, closely coordinated, 1st Marine
Division counter-rocket system.

Shortly after the onset of enemy rocket attacks
against the Danang complex in February 1967--a signif-
icant escalation of the enemy effort- a counter-rocket
program was started which since has been considerably
refined. Success of the program is evidenced by the
reduced number of rocket attacks on Danang, virtual
elimination of multi-volley attacks, and diminished
accuracy of recent rocketings.

The counter-rocket program consists of contin-
uous surveillance, saturation patrolling, harassing
and interdiction fires, rapid counter-fire- by artil-
lery, and rocket launching site analysis-- all within
a region designated as the rocket threat area. This
area is a semicircular belt of terrain, some 4,000
yards wide, around the landward sides of Danang, which
coincides with the effective ranges of the enemy's
rockets. It lies almost entirely within the 1st Ma-
rines operational area.

Continuous surveillance of the belt, particu-
larly sections especially favorable and/or previously
used for rocket launchings, is maintained by a coordi-
nated system of observation posts, sensor devices, pa-
trols, and aerial observation. During daylight, at
least three low-level visual reconnaissance flights,
dedicated to detecting signs of rocket-firing site

preparation, are flown. Ten observation posts, estab-
lished and manned by the 11th Marines solely for the
counter-rocket effort, are located to assure complete
surveillance of the threat area and provide instanta-
neous reports of rocket firings.

Each night, previously used rocket launching
sites and sections of the threat area favorable for
rocket sites are interdicted, either by 1st Marines
patrols or 11th Marines artillery fire--sometimes
both at different times of the night.
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When rockets are launched, a rapid sequence 
of events takes place to neutralize or destroy the 
launch site. Observation towers report the attack 
to artillery fire direction centers, where commands 
are given to open fire on likely rocket-firing sites. 
Response is quick, as cannon are already aimed at 
each of these sites unless firing other missions. 
Then, OPs report azimuths to the easily visible fir­
ing site, and an intersection of the directions is 
plotted to yield its location. Next, usually two 
to four minutes after the rocket firing, all avail­
able artillery fire is brought to bear on the site 
and likely routes of egress. 

On some occasions, 1st Marines patrols are too 

• ••• • • • • •••• 
• • close (500 to 1, a 00 yards) for the artillery to open : ••••• 

fire. In that event, the nearest patrol assaults 
the position as rapidly as possible. Such was the 
case on 8 May at 0225, when six 122mm rockets were 
fired at Danang from five miles east of Hill 55. 
A Company G patrol reacted and assaulted the lo­
cation. Due to the quick action, the enemy was 
forced to hurriedly withdraw and evade, leaving 11 
rockets on launchers set for firing. 

As soon as practicable after a rocket attack, 
even when the firing site has only been engaged by 
artillery fire, infantry elements maneuver to se­
cure the launching site for the 11th Marines Rocket 
Investigation Team. The team studies the technical 
aspects of the site to determine information useful 
in preventing future rocket attacks. 

Reconnaissance Activity 

The 1st Force Reconnaissance Company and 1st 
Reconnaissance Battalion, conducting 40 and 979 pa­
trols respectively, continued to account for signif­
icant enemy losses in areas otherwise void of friend­
ly coverage. Maintaining their covert status in 
most instances, the patrols observed more than 1,000 
enemy during the month and, by direct engagement or 
supporting arms attack, killed 186 of them and cap­
tured 17 weapons. 

• ••• • • • •• 
•••• • • • • • •• 

• ••• • • • •• 
•••• • • • • •••• 
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When rockets are launched, a rapid sequenceof events takes place to neutralize or destroy the
launch site. Observation towers report the attack
to artillery fire direction centers, where commands
are given to open fire on likely rocket-firing sites.
Response is quick, as cannon are already aimed at
each of these sites unless firing other missions.
Then, OPs report azimuths to the easily visible fir-
ing site, and an intersection of the directions is
plotted to yield its location. Next, usually two
to four minutes after the rocket firing, all avail-
able artillery fire is brought to bear on the site
and likely routes of egress.

On some occasions, 1st Marines patrols are too
close (500 to 1,000 yards) for the artillery to open
fire. In that event, the nearest patrol assaults
the position as rapidly as possible. Such was the
case on 8 May at 0225, when six 122mm rockets were
fired at Danang from five miles east of Hill 55.
A Company G patrol reacted and assaulted the lo-
cation. Due to the quick action, the enemy was
forced to hurriedly withdraw and evade, leaving 11
rockets on launchers set for firing.

As soon as practicable after a rocket attack,
even when the firing site has only been engaged by
artillery fire, infantry elements maneuver to se-
cure the launching site for the 11th Marines Rocket
Investigation Team. The team studies the technical
aspects of the site to determine information useful
in preventing future rocket attacks.

Reconnaissance Activity

The 1st Force Reconnaissance Company and 1st
Reconnaissance Battalion, conducting 40 and 979 pa-
trols respectively, continued to account for signif-icant enemy losses in areas otherwise void of friend-
ly coverage. Maintaining their covert status in
most instances, the patrols observed more than 1,000
enemy during the month and, by direct engagement or
supporting arms attack, killed 186 of them and cap-
tured 17 weapons.
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Highlighting reconnaissance team action was 
a contact by PENNY WISE; employing organic weapons 
and artillery fire, the unit engaged a large enemy 
force nearly 18 miles west-southwest of An Hoa on 
the 8th and killed 17 NVA. On the 11th, patrol 
CHILI PEPPER, reconnoitering 11 miles south of An 
Hoa, killed 14 enemy in a brief small arms engage­
ment. Four days later, CLAY PIPE accounted for 12 
NVA killed in a running fire fight with an estimat­
ed 3D-man enemy force in a base camp area 11 miles 
north of Thuong Duc. Three artillery missions di­
rected by reconnaissance teams, on the 13th, 28th, 
and 31st, killed 29 of 53 enemy sighted. 

Enemy Activity 

During May, the enemy initiated 34 ground and 
significant indirect fire attacks in Quang Nam, his 
highest level of activity this year. In the main, 
however, he continues to withhold troops from major 
combat. Guerrilla tactics, concentrating on sab-

otage, harassment, terror-
ENEMY ATTACKS IN QUANG NAM ism, and an accelerated 

propaganda campaign aimed 
at pacification disruption, 
remained as the dominant en­
emy scheme. 

The 21 ground assaults--a 
marked increase over the four 
registered last month--were 
targeted primarily against 
RVNAF units and installations 
and were in consonance with 
overall increases in enemy 
activity I CTZ-wide. Thir-

D,e Jan fob Mar Apr May teen attacks-by-fire (20 
rounds or more), launched either to support ground 
maneuver or to inf lict--casual ties in populated areas, 
rounded out the enemy attack effort during May. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• ••• • • · ~ •••• 
• • •••••• • 

• ••• • .. . 
•• 

•••• · .. · .. ••• 
• ••• • •• •• 

••• if 

• • · .. •••• 

9 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

Highlighting reconnaissance team action was
a contact by PENNY WISE; employing organic weapons
and artillery fire, the unit engaged a large enemy
force nearly 18 miles west-southwest of An Hoa on
the 8th and killed 17 NVA. On the 11th, patrol
CHILI PEPPER, reconnoitering 11 miles south of An

Hoa, killed 14 enemy in a brief small arms engage-
ment. Four days later, CLAY PIPE accounted for 12
NVA killed in a running fire fight with an estimat-
ed 30-man enemy force in a base camp area 11 miles
north of Thuong Duc. Three artillery missions di-
rected by reconnaissance teams, on the 13th, 28th,
and 31st, killed 29 of 53 enemy sighted.

Enemy Activity

During May, the enemy initiated 34 ground and

significant indirect fire attacks in Quang Nam, his

highest level of activity this year. In the main,
however, he continues to withhold troops from major
combat. Guerrilla tactics, concentrating on sab-

otage, harassment, terror-
ism, and an acceleratedENEMY ATTACKS IN QUANG NAM

propaganda campaign aimedTOTAL ATTACKS

DEC 1969 . MAY 1970

at pacification disruption,Attacks-By-Fire 42

remained as the dominant en-51Ground Assaults

30 emy scheme.

The 21 ground assaults--a
marked increase over the four20

TOTAL ATTACK AVERAGE: 19

registered last month--were
targeted primarily against
RVNAF units and installations10

and were in consonance with
overall increases in enemy

GROUND ATTACK AVERAGE 9
activity I CTZ-wide. Thir-
teen attacks-by- v-fire (20MayAprFeb MarJanDec

rounds or more), launched either to support ground
maneuver or to inflict casualties in populated areas,
rounded out the enemy attack effort during May.
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Most of his energies were directed against 

Thuong Duc village, nestled at the western end of 

the Thuong Duc corridor. There, during the first 

two weeks of May, elements of the 38th and 14lst NVA 

Regiments and the 577th Rocket Artillery Battalion 

exercised increased pressure, manifested in the form 

of daily barrages of 60mm and 82rnm mortar, 75mrn re­

coilless rifle, and l22mm rocket fire, against a 

lightly defended garrison. However, the pressure 

abated somewhat by midmonth, a result of 51st ARVN 

Regiment multibattalion operations (described in the 

Revolutionary Development and Pacification chapter). 
• ••• • • 

Sixty-one acts of terrorism were recorded dur-· ...... 

ing the month in Quang Nam--the most active I CTZ •• 

province for terrorist acti vi ty. Highlighting such : ••••• 

were attacks on population centers, including ref- .. 
••• • 

ugee camps; however, the enemy also sought out •• : 

individuals, ranging from laborers to a district ..... 

chief, as objects of terror and assassination. : ~ .... 
• 

A number of combat unit shifts, additions, an~··.: 

deletions have occurred--the most prominent were new·· 
• 

• ••• 
hold1ngs near Thuong Duc for the 490th Sapper Bat- : : 

talion, Front 4 (previously deployed in Quang Tin) •••• 

and an unidentified company from the 577th Rocket 

Artilley Battalion. The shifting of two l4lst Regi­

ment battalions to the west probably was a result 

of ARVN operations around Thuong Duc. 

The map on the£ollowing page locates those 

enemy units in either confirmed or probable status 

in the province at end-month and includes ten trans­

portation battalions, heretofore unlisted. 
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Most of his energies were directed against

Thuong Duc village, nestled at the western end of

the Thuong Duc corridor. There, during the first

two weeks of May, elements of the 38th and 141st NVA

Regiments and the 577th Rocket Artillery Battalion

exercised increased pressure, manifested in the form

of daily barrages of 60mm and 82mm mortar, 75mm re-

coilless rifle, and 122mm rocket fire, against a

lightly defended garrison. However, the pressure
abated somewhat by midmonth, a result of 51st ARVN

Regiment multibattalion operations (described in the

Revolutionary Development and Pacification chapter)

Sixty-one acts of terrorism were recorded dur

ing the month in Quang Nam--the most active I CTZ

province for terrorist activity. Highlighting such

were attacks on population centers, including ref-

ugee camps; however, the enemy also sought out

individuals, ranging from laborers to a district

chief, as objects of terror and assassination.

A number of combat unit shifts, additions, and

deletions have occurred- the most prominent were new

holdings near Thuong Duc for the 490th Sapper Bat-

talion, Front 4 (previously deployed in Quang Tin)

and an unidentified company from the 577th Rocket

Artilley Battalion. The shifting of two 141st Regi-

ment battalions to the west probably was a result

of ARVN operations around Thuong Duc.

The map on the following page locates those

enemy units in either confirmed or probable status

in the province at end-month and includes ten trans-

portation battalions, heretofore unlisted.
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QUANG NAM ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLEI MAY 1970 

ENEMY ORDER OF" BATTLE 
QUANG NAM 

front Headqllarters 
Infantry Regiment Headquarters 
Support Regiment Headquarters 
Infantry/Sapper Battalions 
Support BaHafions 
Independent Companies 

\]:

2210t en 
> 2200 

< 224th 
2200 

• • • -
• • • --"";>n"'''"'·'''·'';l,:'''),"h:::;i:·;1'~:;''"~}i~w!o:'' _ 
• • • 
• • • 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~----------------------~--* ProvInce capItal 

TROOPS IN CONFIRMED 
ADMINISTRATI YE 

COMBAT/SUPPORT UNITS "UNn 
NVA YC PERSONNEL 

5,200 2,300 350 

DECLASSIFIED 

GUE~~ILlAS 

3,900 

;t''''' 1'-,"'.',",''',-

TROOPS IN 

•••• • • . -•••• 

, 

PROBABLE AND 
PUSSIBLEUHITS ' 

: '" ,"-"' .. ,-",,,, u~u, 

500 

cidES. 
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QUANG NAM ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE: MAY 1970

1050
ENEMY ORDEROF BATTLE

MilesQUANG NAM THUA THIEN T & 7th Bn
QB5th Co1Front Headquarters cast Co VC31st Regt

4
Infantry Regiment Headquarters 4th FrontFront Q90th Co

1
Support Regiment Headquarters 1028 Br Q84th Co

Q91st CoVC
16

Infantry/Sapper
Battalions VC1103d Bn 130th Bn14

Support Battations DANANG4th Front

14
Independent Companies R20th BnQ82d Co Q92d Cox VC141st Regt VC VC4th FrontLAOS Q86th CoQ83dCo

Q87th Co 1st Bn 575th Bn VCVC U/I Co4th FrontVC
577th Bn

28 Bn HOI AN141st Regt 38th Regt 36th Regt D3d Bn
1080th Co3d Bn 4th FrontQQSt Co 4th Front 4th Front

141st Regt VC150th Bn IVC 7th Bn T89th Bin1st Bn4th Front (QB1st Co490th BnUNLOCATED IVC140th Bn VC8th Bn4th Front 2d Bn4th Front

U/I Co4th
577th Bn QQ9th CoFront Hq 577th Bn 1100thVC 4th Front 4th Front

Regt Bn:
38th Regt

3d Bnxx Bn 4th FrontQUANG NAM D26thBn a 42d Bn4th Front
4th Front0 By VC221st Bn

220th Red

224th Bill QUANG TIN@ 228th Bn220th R
220th Regt

Province capital*

TROOPS IN CONFIRMED TROOPS INADMINISTRATIVE

COMBAT/SUPPORT UNITS PROBABLE ANDGUERRILLASUNIT

POSSIBLE UNITSPERSONNELVCNVA

5003,9003502,3005,200
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ENEMY LOGISTIC OPERATIONS 

Although skillful tactics and firepower are neces­
sary for success on the battlefield, they would be to no 
avail without adequate logistic support. At one time, NVA 
and VC forces could rely to a large degree on in-country 
sources for many logistic needs. As the NVA enlarged 
their effort in the south and Free World force operations, 
coupled with GVN pacification programs, increasingly 
choked off support from RVN citizens, greater reliance on 
out-of-country resupply and manpower replacement was 
forced on the enemy. The NVA, therefore, developed a com­
plex network of roads, trails, rivers, and streams to 
transport huge tonnages of supplies required to wage war. 

A significant portion of III MAF effort has been 
expended to interrupt the flow of goods and people aloR~ 
enemy lines of communication (LOC). In addition to l~rg~ 
and small-scale ground operations throughout Quang Tri;·· 
Thua Thien, and, most recently, Quang Nam provinces tn .. :. 
disrupt enemy logistic operations, a strong interdict10n 
campaign has been carried out by the 1st Marine AircrQft: 
Wing as a necessary adjunct to its close air support mi~ 
sion. During the past six months, an average of oveL·'UQ 
sorties per month were flown to either strike out-of~a~­
try LOCs or support those operations. Additionally, .'i. : 
considerable number of sorties have been devoted to sti~: 
fling,enemy logistic work in base camps and along LOCs.~n-

• • country. • ••••• 

Presently, 70 percent of enemy supplies needed in I 
CTZ are imported to RVN. Included in that figure are over 
90 percent of his arms and ammunition, approximately one­
third of his food, and some 25 percent of his clothing and 
other equipment. 

Supplies reach RVN via a complicated, out-of-coun­
try infiltration system originating in NVN, flowing through 
Laos over the Ho Chi Minh Trail, and transferring into an 
in-country system at several locales on the Laos/I CTZ 
border. Cargo leaving NVN is hauled to Laotian base 
areas, many of which are collocated with points of entry 
into RVN. Shuttling supplies requires frequent off-load­
ing, temporary storage, and laborious rehandling along the 
way. The Ho Chi Minh Trail forms the backbone of the en­
emy's logistic line of communication (LOC); Route 92, a 
series of parallel roads and interconnecting by-passes, 
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Although skillful tactics and firepower are neces-

sary for success on the battlefield, they would be to no

avail without adequate logistic support. At one time, NVA

and VC forces could rely to a large degree on in-country
sources for many logistic needs. As the NVA enlarged
their effort in the south and Free World force operations,

coupled with GVN pacification programs, increasingly
choked off support from RVN citizens, greater reliance on

out-of-country resupply and manpower replacement was
forced on the enemy. The NVA, therefore, developed a com-

plex network of roads, trails, rivers, and streams to

transport huge tonnages of supplies required to wage war.

A significant portion of III MAF effort has been

expended to interrupt the flow of goods and people along.

enemy lines of communication (LOC). In addition to large
and small-scale ground operations throughout Quang Tri;

Thua Thien, and, most recently, Quang Nam provinces to

disrupt enemy logistic operations, a strong interdiction

campaign has been carried out by the 1st Marine Aircraft:

Wing as a necessary adjunct to its close air support mis

sion. During the past six months, an average of over.70Q

sorties per month were flown to either strike out-of-'cour-

try LOCs or support those operations. Additionally, .7.

considerable number of sorties have been devoted to sti-:

fling enemy logistic work in base camps and along LOCs...

country.

Presently, 70 percent of enemy supplies needed in I

CTZ are imported to RVN. Included in that figure are over

90 percent of his arms and ammunition, approximately one-

third of his food, and some 25 percent of his clothing and

other equipment.

Supplies reach RVN via a complicated, out-of-coun-

try infiltration system originating in NVN, flowing through
Laos over the Ho Chi Minh Trail, and transferring into an

in-country system at several locales on the Laos/I CTZ

border. Cargo leaving NVN is hauled to Laotian base

areas, many of which are collocated with points of entry
into RVN. Shuttling supplies requires frequent off-load-

ing, temporary storage, and laborious rehandling along the

way. The Ho Chi Minh Trail forms the backbone of the en-

emy's logistic line of communication (LOC) ; Route 92, a

series of parallel roads and interconnecting by-passes,
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is the primary north-south stem of the trail. Supplies 
move eastward from Route 92 to I CTZ on three main branch­
es: Routes 926/616, Routes 922/9222, and Routes 165/969. 
While materiel transported over each of these major east­
west roads sustains units along them, the main purpose of 
the roads is restockage of in-country base areas. The 
Base Area 112/126/127 complex in Quang Nam (the largest 
enemy concentration in I CTZ) receives most of the goods. 
The shortest and preferred link is along Routes 922/9222, 
through Base Area 611, onto Route 548, south through A 
Shau valley to Base Area 607, and then into Quang Nam. 

The map below locates major base areas and the LOCs 
for Quang Nam resupply operations. 

•••• • • LOGISTIC ROUTES INTO QUANG NAM 
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is the primary north-south stem of the trail. Supplies
move eastward from Route 92 to I CTZ on three main branch-
es: Routes 926/616, Routes 922/9222, and Routes 165/969.
While materiel transported over each of these major east-
west roads sustains units along them, the main purpose of
the roads is restockage of in-country base areas. The
Base Area 112/126/127 complex in Quang Nam (the largest
enemy concentration in I CTZ) receives most of the goods.
The shortest and preferred link is along Routes 922/9222,
through Base Area 611, onto Route 548, south through A
Shau valley to Base Area 607, and then into Quang Nam.

The map below locates major base areas and the LOCs
for Quang Nam resupply operations.

LOGISTIC ROUTES INTO QUANG NAM
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A Shau valley, roughly paralleling some 25 
miles of the Laotian border in Thua Thien, is a nat­
ural avenue through a sparsely settled region remote 
from government controlled sections of I CTZ. Topo­
graphical considerations bring into sharper focus the 
value of the A Shau to the enemy. The valley cuts 
through the highest mountains in I CTZ and eastern 
Laos, where peaks reach more than 6,000 feet and 
lesser mountains continue south along the Laos/I CTZ 
border. It is advantageous to use A Shau to by-pass 
the severe, mountainous terrain. In recent years, 
the enemy has built an interlocking network of roads, 
trails, depots, and command posts in the A Shau to 
support operations in Thua Thien and southern I CTZ. 
These logistic efforts are, in effect, an extension 
of the Ho Chi Minh Trail system, to the extent that 
a separate transportation authority consisting of sev~ ••• 
eral thousand men is headquartered there. Free World: •••• : 
force operations have periodically restricted enemy 
use of A Shau. Presently, USMC efforts in the valley: ••• :. 
and its approaches are limited to air interdiction • • 
and suppression, accounting for a portion of the in- •••• : 
country interdiction program which has taken 22 per- •• 

•••• cent of Marine fixed wing sorties in the last six : : 
months. . .. 

• ••• • • • Numerous NVA units are required to transport •• 
materiel and maintain the LOCs, most of which is ac- •••••• 
complished at night. The 559th Transportation Group •••••• 
trucks cargo from NVN to Laos/I CTZ border base 
areas. The 220th Transportation Regiment and 70C 
Rear Service Section, Front 4 (both based in Quang 
Nam) pick up the imported goods and porter them to 
Base Areas 112, 126, and 127. The 220th has a strength 
of approximately 3,300 personnel, most of them fe­
male, and is composed of six battalions: the 221st 
through the 226th. The 70C Rear Service section to­
tals about 1,200 men assigned to four battalions: the 
130th, 140th, 150th, and 160th. During periods of 
heightened activity, civilian labor is often re­
cruited or impressed from VC-controlled territory to 
supplement the work force. 
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A Shau valley, roughly paralleling some 25
miles of the Laotian border in Thua Thien, is a nat-
ural avenue through a sparsely settled region remote
from government controlled sections of I CTZ. Topo-
graphical considerations bring into sharper focus the
value of the A Shau to the enemy. The valley cuts
through the highest mountains in I CTZ and eastern

Laos, where peaks reach more than 6,000 feet and
lesser mountains continue south along the Laos/I CTZ
border. It is advantageous to use A Shau to by-pass
the severe, mountainous terrain. In recent years,
the enemy has built an interlocking network of roads,
trails, depots, and command posts in the A Shau to
support operations in Thua Thien and southern I CTZ.
These logistic efforts are, in effect, an extension
of the HO Chi Minh Trail system, to the extent that
a separate transportation authority consisting of sev
eral thousand men is headquartered there. Free World
force operations have periodically restricted enemy
use of A Shau. Presently, USMC efforts in the valley?
and its approaches are limited to air interdiction
and suppression, accounting for a portion of the in-

country interdiction program which has taken 22 per-
cent of Marine fixed wing sorties in the last six
months.

Numerous NVA units are required to transport
materiel and maintain the LOCs, most of which is ac-
complished at night. The 559th Transportation Group
trucks cargo from NVN to Laos/I CTZ border base
areas. The 220th Transportation Regiment and 70C
Rear Service Section, Front 4 (both based in Quang
Nam) pick up the imported goods and porter them to
Base Areas 112, 126, and 127. The 220th has a strength
of approximately 3,300 personnel, most of them fe-
male, and is composed of six battalions: the 221st

through the 226th. The 70C Rear Service Section to-
tals about 1,200 men assigned to four battalions: the

130th, 140th, 150th, and 160th. During periods of

heightened activity, civilian labor is often re-
cruited or impressed from VC-controlled territory to

supplement the work force.
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Ground operations, concerted air interdiction, 
and extension of GVN control have all but eliminated 
the use of enemy military vehicles in I CTZ. Move­
ment by truck is still attempted in A Shau, but with 
limited success, as the valley is closely watched and 
interdicted. Therefore, the in-country logistic 
system relies on slower and more primitive, yet less 
vulnerable modes of transportation--porters, bicycles, 
carts, and sampans; portage of 75-pound, individual 
loads is the most prevalent form. Bicycles, rein­
forced to carry 500 pounds and rigged to be pushed by 
one or two men, are frequently used to transport ma­
teriel over unimproved roads and well-used trails. 

No road system is maintained in Quang Nam as 
unimproved roads or simple jungle trails suffice. 
In some instances, however, where canopy provides 
concealment, trails are corduroyed with bamboo rods 
to create a crude, but effective all-weather sur­
face. Bridging of streams is also accomplished with 
bamboo construction. 

•••• • • • • •••• 
• • •••••• • 

• ••• • • • •• .... ' 

• • • • • •• 
• ••• • • • •• 

•••• 

Not all supplies needed by the enemy in Quang 
Nam come from the north; currently, 30 percent is 
procured within the province. Some munitions, pre­
dominantly booby traps and other antipersonnel ord­
nance, are produced locally by the VC. Other goods 
and food are either purchased on the open market or 
extorted from the population. Locally procured 
goods are transported to interior base areas for 
storage and later issue, as the following prisoner 
of war account reveals. 

• • • • •••• 

During interrogation of Senior Sergeant Le 
Cong TY, Quartermaster Sub-section, Rear Services 
Section, 38th NVA Regiment (captured by 1st Battal­
ion, 7th Marines on 25 April) I he described a ~ajor 
regimental supply route from the lowlands of south­
eastern Quang Nam to Base Area 112 (shown on the fol­
lowing map). TY related that every four or five days 
local force elements cached approximately 500 pounds 
of locally grown rice in a thickly vegetated area 
south of the Ba Ren river, seven miles southwest of 
Hoi An. From there, elements of the 21st Transporta­
tion Company, 38th Regiment porter the rice to the 
base area. 

DECLASSIFIED 

15 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

UNCLASSIFIED
Ground operations, concerted air interdiction,

and extension of GVN control have all but eliminated
the use of enemy military vehicles in I CTZ. Move-
ment by truck is still attempted in A Shau, but with
limited success, as the valley is closely watched and

interdicted. Therefore, the in-country logistic
system relies on slower and more primitive, yet less
vulnerable modes of transportation porters, bicycles,
carts, and sampans; portage of 75-pound, individual
loads is the most prevalent form. Bicycles, rein-
forced to carry 500 pounds and rigged to be pushed by
one or two men, are frequently used to transport ma-
teriel over unimproved roads and well-used trails.

No road system is maintained in Quang Nam as

unimproved roads or simple jungle trails suffice.
In some instances, however, where canopy provides
concealment, trails are corduroyed with bamboo rods

to create a crude, but effective all-weather sur-
face. Bridging of streams is also accomplished with
bamboo construction.

Not all supplies needed by the enemy in Quang
Nam come from the north; currently, 30 percent is

procured within the province. Some munitions, pre-
dominantly booby traps and other antipersonnel ord-

nance, are produced locally by the VC. Other goods
and food are either purchased on the open market or
extorted from the population. Locally procured
goods are transported to interior base areas for

storage and later issue, as the following prisoner
of war account reveals.

During interrogation of Senior Sergeant Le

Cong TY, Quartermaster Sub-section, Rear Services
Section, 38th NVA Regiment (captured by 1st Battal-

ion, 7th Marines on 25 April) he described a major
regimental supply route from the lowlands of south-
eastern Quang Nam to Base Area 112 (shown on the fol-

lowing map). TY related that every four or five days
local force elements cached approximately 500 pounds
of locally grown rice in a thickly vegetated area
south of the Ba Ren river, seven miles southwest of
Hoi An. From there, elements of the 21st Transporta-
tion Company, 38th Regiment porter the rice to the

base area.
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38TH NY A REGIMENT SUPPLY ROUTE 

•••• • • • • •••• 
• • •••••• • 

• ••• • 
From the base areas, the enemy distributes his s~~-

plies and ammunition to an intricate system of depots.6.d 
caches, relatively close to his forces--a logistic pr~c;.: 
tice unique to guerrillas. Whereas conventional forces • 
have a logistic tail which follows combat elements, thee: 
NVA/VC position their logistic needs ahead of combat 4n~ts. 
There are many reasons for using this method; however~ tHe 
need to stockpile during the dry season for rainy periods 
and the slowness of resupply capability are paramount. 
Caches range in size from a few mortar rounds to the tons 
of arms, munitions, and food found during Operation DEWEY 
CANYON in February 1969. Although an average cache con­
sists of 70 percent food, 25 percent ammunition, and five 
percent weapons, single category caches often are found. 
Nevertheless, with persistent Free World operations con­
tinuing to uncover and destroy significant amounts of 
enemy assets, both the number and size of caches have 
dropped, accounting in part for the general reduction in 
enemy-initiated action, while increasing the workload of 
his logistic apparatus. 
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From the base areas, the enemy distributes his sup:-
plies and ammunition to an intricate system of depots and
caches, relatively close to his forces-- a logistic prac-
tice unique to guerrillas. Whereas conventional forces
have a logistic tail which follows combat elements, the
NVA/VC position their logistic needs ahead of combat units.
There are many reasons for using this method; however; the
need to stockpile during the dry season for rainy periods
and the slowness of resupply capability are paramount.
Caches range in size from a few mortar rounds to the tons
of arms, munitions, and food found during Operation DEWEY
CANYON in February 1969. Although an average cache con-
sists of 70 percent food, 25 percent ammunition, and five
percent weapons, single category caches often are found.
Nevertheless, with persistent Free World operations con-
tinuing to uncover and destroy significant amounts of
enemy assets, both the number and size of caches have
dropped, accounting in part for the general reduction in
enemy-initiated action, while increasing the workload of
his logistic apparatus.
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VOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT AND PACIFICATION 

The pacification level of Quang Nam province 
decreased slightly during April--88.1 to 87.0 per­
cent--mostly as a result of increased enemy activ­
ity against population centers and related pacifi­
cation targets. To counter this resurgent threat, 
the Combined Action Force shifted Marines from 
northern I CTZ to Quang Nam during early May and 
increased both day and night operations. At the 
same time, Combined Unit Pacification elements in­
creased patrol and ambush actions, giving these two 
pacification support programs their most successful 
month in 1970, as nearly 200 NVA/VC were killed or 
captured. • ••• • • • • 

ARVN and territorial forces also continued to •••• 
screen the populous lowlands. The former deployed : ••• :. 
two battalions to stop enemy attacks against the • 
people in Thuong Due village, while the latter pro- ••• : 
vided security in and around Quang Nam villages and e.: 
connecting roads and rivers. • ••••• 

Combined Action Force 

An important organizational realignment took 
place within the Combined Action Force (CAF) during 
May, altering the composition of the four Combined 
Action Groups (CAG). During the first week of the 
month, Marines from five platoons in 3d CAG and two 
in 4th CAG were relocated to Quang Nam and formed 
seven new 2d CAG platoons. Also, four CAPs in 1st 
CAG were deactivated, the first reduction in pla­
toons since December 1967 when one was deactivated. 
Although additional CAPs were needed in Quang Nam, 
relocation and deactivation of CAPs from other pro­
vinces were made only after organic PF platoons were 
able to stand alone; GVN influence was solidly en­
trenched in each area; and the district chief con­
curred in the change. 

• • • •• 
• ••• • • • •• 

•••• • • • • •••• 

At end-May, the CAF consisted of four CAGs, 19 
companies, and 110 CAPs located throughout I CTZ as 

shown on the fo llowing map. I ~J~©[J}l~!ll.~~.~ 
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REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT AND PACIFICATION

The pacification level of Quang Nam province
decreased slightly during April--88.1 to 87.0 per-
cent--mostly as a result of increased enemy activ-
ity against population centers and related pacifi-
cation targets. TO counter this resurgent threat,
the Combined Action Force shifted Marines from
northern I CTZ to Quang Nam during early May and
increased both day and night operations. At the
same time, Combined Unit Pacification elements in-
creased patrol and ambush actions, giving these two

pacification support programs their most successful
month in 1970, as nearly 200 NVA/VC were killed or

captured.

ARVN and territorial forces also continued to
screen the populous lowlands. The former deployed
two battalions to stop enemy attacks against the

people in Thuong Duc village, while the latter pro-
vided security in and around Quang Nam villages and

connecting roads and rivers.

Combined Action Force

An important organizational realignment took

place within the Combined Action Force (CAF) during
May, altering the composition of the four Combined
Action Groups (CAG) During the first week of the
month, Marines from five platoons in 3d CAG and two
in 4th CAG were relocated to Quang Nam and formed
seven new 2d CAG platoons. Also, four CAPs in 1st
CAG were deactivated, the first reduction in pla-
toons since December 1967 when one was deactivated.
Although additional CAPs were needed in Quang Nam,
relocation and deactivation of CAPs from other pro-
vinces were made only after organic PF platoons were
able to stand alone; GVN influence was solidly en-
trenched in each area; and the district chief con-
curred in the change.

At end-May, the CAF consisted of four CAGs, 19

companies, and 110 CAPs located throughout I CTZ as
shown on the following map.
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The strength of the CAF hinges on many well­
documented military precepts, of which economy of 
force and mobility are salient. Although the 2,000 
Marines and US Navy corpsmen in the CAP would al­
most make up two USMC battalions (24 rifle platoons), 
110 CAPs have been formed. Thus, in terms of US per­
sonnel required to secure populated areas, the CAP 
system is quite economical. 
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COMBINED ACTION FORCE: 31 MAY 1970
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The strength of the CAF hinges on many well-
documented military precepts, of which economy of
force and mobility are salient. Although the 2,000
Marines and US Navy corpsmen in the CAF would al-
most make up two USMC battalions (24 rifle platoons),
110 CAPs have been formed. Thus, in terms of US per-
sonnel required to secure populated areas, the CAP

system is quite economical.
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CAP mobile"'operati"ons"··a:mpiifY economies ac­
cruing from the program; rather than being tied 
down to a defensive position which the enemy can 
avoid, these platoons deny the enemy freedom of 
movement through mobility, which also allows cover­
age of more terrain. Security of villages and ham­
lets continues to be a rewarding asset of the CAF. 

During May, CAPs conducted 14,930 patrols and 
ambushes to prevent enemy infiltration into Quang 
Nam hamlets and villages. These tactics resulted 
in 130 contacts, 133 NVA/VC killed, 21 others taken 
prisoner, and 80 weapons captured. Additionally, 
CAPs received 28 Hoi Chanh and detained 77 VC sus­
pects for further interrogation and classification. 

•••• • • . .. 
•••• 

Because CAPs are melded with the Vietnamese 
citizenry and are, therefore, tangible evidence of 
US support of the GVN paCification program, they 
rank high on the NVA/VC target list. A highlight : ••• :. 
of CAP combat activity during May was an attack on • 
the CAP 1-3-2 patrol base, three and one-half miles •••• : 

•• southeast of Binh Son. At 0200 on the 8th, mixed •••• 
82mm and 60mrn mortar and RPG fire hit the base, fol-: : 
lowed by a ground attack from an estimated reinforced-·· 
company of the 21st NVA Regiment and 95B Sapper •••• : 
Battalion. In addition to rifle, machine gun, and •• 
grenade fire, CAP 1-3-2 employed artillery, armed •••••• 
helicopters, and fixed wing aircraft to break the • ••••• 
assault. At daybreak, the CAP, with an Americal Di­
vision platoon and the 30th RF Company, swept the 
battlefield, disclosing 16 NVA and 12 VC dead, three 
AK-47 rifles, two RPG launchers, and numerous satchel 
charges and Chicom grenades. 

The following graphs compare May CAF activities 
and results with those since June 1969. 

rEGEij 
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CAP mobile operations amplify economies ac-

cruing from the program; rather than being tied
down to a defensive position which the enemy can

avoid, these platoons deny the enemy freedom of
movement through mobility, which also allows cover-

age of more terrain. Security of villages and ham-
lets continues to be a rewarding asset of the CAF.

During May, CAPs conducted 14,930 patrols and
ambushes to prevent enemy infiltration into Quang
Nam hamlets and villages. These tactics resulted
in 130 contacts, 133 NVA/VC killed, 21 others taken

prisoner, and 80 weapons captured. Additionally,
CAPs received 28 Hoi Chanh and detained 77 VC sus-

pects for further interrogation and classification.

Because CAPs are melded with the Vietnamese
citizenry and are, therefore, tangible evidence of
US support of the GVN pacification program, they
rank high on the NVA/VC target list. A highlight
of CAP combat activity during May was an attack on
the CAP 1-3-2 patrol base, three and one-half miles
southeast of Binh Son. At 0200 on the 8th, mixed
82mm and 60mm mortar and RPG fire hit the base, fol-
lowed by a ground attack from an estimated reinforced

company of the 21st NVA Regiment and 95B Sapper
Battalion. In addition to rifle, machine gun, and

grenade fire, CAP 1-3-2 employed artillery, armed

helicopters, and fixed wing aircraft to break the
assault. At daybreak, the CAP, with an Americal Di-
vision platoon and the 30th RF Company, swept the

battlefield, disclosing 16 NVA and 12 VC dead, three
AK-47 rifles, two RPG launchers, and numerous satchel

charges and Chicom grenades.

The following graphs compare May CAF activities
and results with those since June 1969.
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COMBINED ACTION ACTIVITIES: JUNE 1969 - MAY 1970 

OPERATIONS CONDUCTED 

Jun Jul Aug Sap OC! Nov Ole Jan Fib MDr Apr May 

~ Daylight ralrol. _ Night ratrol. 
and Ambu.h .. 
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Combined Unit Pacification Program (CUPP) 
•••• • • • • •••• 

• • A shift in the operational relationship between : ••••• 
Marines and RF/PF soldiers of CUPP units progressed ••• : 
during May. Since April, RF/PF platoon commanders, -.: 
supervised by district officials, have assumed •••• 
greater responsibility for operations planning, : ... : 
while Marines increasingly serve in an advisory ca- • 
paci ty. The number of CUPP patrols, ambushes, and •••• : 

•• searches has risen as territorial forces gain expe- •••• rience and conduct activities independent of Marine: : 
participation. • ••• 

A reflection of increased operations was the 
34 enemy killed in May--the highest monthly CUPP 
total since the program began in late November 1969. 
Of even greater significance, two CUPP-protected 
hamlets achieved a secure pacification rating and 
another was upgraded one level from VC-controlled 
to contested status. 

Because of their association with territorial 
forces and connection with the GVN pacification 
program, CUPP units, like CAPs, often have been 
subjected to enemy attacks similar to the following 
May assault. At 0310 on the 10th, a Company A, 7th 
Marines CUPP team, positioned with the l46th PF Pla­
toon two miles northwest of FSB Baldy, received 50 
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UNCLASSIFIED COMBINED ACTION ACTIVITIES: JUNE 1969 - MAY 1970

ENEMY LOSSESOPERATIONS CONDUCTED
/

TOTAL DAY OPNS: 40.738 1970 TOTALS

Killed - 49522512,000
Captured - 139

Weapons
- 302

1508,000

754,000

TOTAL OPNS: 105,117

Jun Jul Aug Sep 0ct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr MayJun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mor Apr May

Weapons CapturedEnemyNight Patrols EnemyDaylight Patrols

CapturedKilledand Ambushes

Combined Unit Pacification Program (CUPP)

A shift in the operational relationship between
Marines and RF/PF soldiers of CUPP units progressed
during May. Since April, RF/PF platoon commanders,
supervised by district officials, have assumed
greater responsibility for operations planning,
while Marines increasingly serve in an advisory ca-

pacity. The number of CUPP patrols, ambushes, and
searches has risen as territorial forces gain expe-
rience and conduct activities independent of Marine

participation.

A reflection of increased operations was the
34 enemy killed in May- the highest monthly CUPP
total since the program began in late November 1969.
of even greater significance, two CUPP-protected
hamlets achieved a secure pacification rating and
another was upgraded one level from VC-controlled
to contested status.

Because of their association with territorial
forces and connection with the GVN pacification
program, CUPP units, like CAPs, often have been

subjected to enemy attacks similar to the following
May assault. At 0310 on the 10th, a Company A, 7th
Marines CUPP team, positioned with the 146th PF Pla-
toon two miles northwest of FSB Baldy, received 50
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nds of 60mm and 82mm mortar fire. At the same 
time, two miles to the south, another Company A 
team and the 145th PF Platoon were attacked by a 
60-man sapper force. Supported by mortars, the VC 
breached the perimeter and heavily damaged the com­
pound, but were repelled by Marine and PF firepower. 
Twelve enemy were killed, while friendly casualties 
from the assault and both attacks-by-fire were one 
PF and one civilian killed and 20 PF soldiers and 
one civilian wounded. 

The following graphs depict monthly CUPP com­
bat results since December 1969. 

MARINE CUpp RESULTS: DECEMBER 1969 • MAY 1970 

ENEMY LOSSES 
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Pacification 

The percentage of secure population in Quang 
Nam at end-April reflected a decrease for the first 
time since adoption of the Hamlet Evaluation System 
(HES) on 1 January 1969 (except for the statistical 
drop caused by the more stringent RES 70 criteria). 
Although the population considered secure decreased 
1.1 percent to 87.0, the VC-controlled popUlation 
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rounds of 60mm and 82mm mortar fire. At the same
time, two miles to the south, another Company A
team and the 145th PF Platoon were attacked by a
60-man sapper force. Supported by mortars, , the VC
breached the perimeter and heavily damaged the com-

pound, but were repelled by Marine and PF firepower.
Twelve enemy were killed, while friendly casualties
from the assault and both attacks-by-fire- - were one
PF and one civilian killed and 20 PF soldiers and
one civilian wounded.

The following graphs depict monthly CUPP com-
bat results since December 1969.

MARINE CUPP RESULTS: DECEMBER 1969 - MAY 1970
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Pacification

The percentage of secure population in Quang
Nam at end-April reflected a decrease for the first
time since adoption of the Hamlet Evaluation System
(HES) on 1 January 1969 (except for the statistical

drop caused by the more stringent HES 70 criteria).
Although the population considered secure decreased
1.1 percent to 87.0, the VC-controlled population
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plcture improved--showing a reduction of 0.3 points 
to 1.1. The decrease substantiates the value of RES 
70 as an indicator of relative pacification, since 
the rating appears to have been sensitive to in­
creased enemy activity directed primarily against 
populated areas during April. RES 70 figures for 
contested and non-rated populations increased 1.1 
and 0.3 percent, respectively. 

A nationwide slowing of the sweeping progress 
achieved by pacification in 1969 has become evident 
in recent months. Waning of enthusiasm generated 
by the novelty and excitement of expansion into new 
territory, coupled with increased emphasis by com­
munists against the pacification program, is a 
contributory factor. During early 1969, the enemy 
viewed pacification with little concern but, by mid­
year, realized the significance of this threat to 
his long-term interests. Direct steps taken to 
counter pacification were slow in developing; not 
until the end of the first quarter of 1970 was any 
substantial degree of impact felt from increased 
NVA/VC disruption attempts. 

Reaffirming the importance of continued prog­
ress, the GVN has slated a Special Pacification and 
Development Plan for 1 July through 31 October. 
Particular emphasis is to be placed on economic and 
social development. The peoples' information pro­
gram; better coordinated activity and mutual support 
by ARVN, RF, PF, PSDF, and National police; rapid 
trial of VCli and early judgement of VC suspects 
will also receive increased attention. Effective 
promotion of this plan conjunctively with the 1970 
campaign is designed to serve as a catalyst for ac­
celerated pacification advancement. 

The chart on the following page depicts the 
pacification posture of each Quang Nam district, 
with province totals, at end-April. 

•••• • • • • •••• 
• • •••••• • 

• ••• • • • •• 
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picture improved--showing a reduction of 0.3 points
to 1.1. The decrease substantiates the value of HES
70 as an indicator of relative pacification, since
the rating appears to have been sensitive to in-
creased enemy activity directed primarily against
populated areas during April. HES 70 figures for
contested and non-rated populations increased 1.1
and 0.3 percent, respectively.

A nationwide slowing of the sweeping progress
achieved by pacification in 1969 has become evident
in recent months. Waning of enthusiasm generated
by the novelty and excitement of expansion into new
territory, coupled with increased emphasis by com-
munists against the pacification program, is a
contributory factor. During early 1969, the enemy
viewed pacification with little concern but, by mid-

year, realized the significance of this threat to
his long-term interests. Direct steps taken to
counter pacification were slow in developing; not
until the end of the first quarter of 1970 was any
substantial degree of impact felt from increased
NVA/VC disruption attempts.

Reaffirming the importance of continued prog-
ress, the GVN has slated a Special Pacification and
Development Plan for 1 July through 31 October.
Particular emphasis is to be placed on economic and
social development. The peoples' information pro-
gram; better coordinated activity and mutual support
by ARVN, RF, PF, PSDF, and National Police; rapid
trial of VCI; and early judgement of VC suspects
will also receive increased attention. Effective

promotion of this plan conjunctively with the 1970

campaign is designed to serve as a catalyst for ac-
celerated pacification advancement.

The chart on the following page depicts the
pacification posture of each Quang Nam district,
with province totals, at end-April.
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QUANG NAM PACIFICATION STATUS 
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QUANG NAM PACIFICATION STATUS
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ARVN Support of Pacification 

Combat activity in ARVN pacification support 
operations in Quang Nam province decreased somewhat 
during May. In all, the 51st Regiment and the 1st 
Armored Brigade conducted five large operations 
(three initiated and terminated during the month, 
one continuing since April, and one started in late 
May) in direct support of the GVN pacification cam­
paign. These operations resulted in 106 NVA and VC 
killed, 16 prisoners, and 42 weapons captured. 

Operation DUONG SON 3/70, developing only 
light, scattered resistance this month, ended on 26 
May, closing the most significant Quang Nam pacifi­
cation operation of 1970. Since 3/70's commencement 
on 11 February, the 37th and 39th Ranger Battalions 
and 3d Troop, 17th Armored Cavalry Assault Squadron 
denied the enemy a rice-rich haven along the coast 
south of Hoi An, killed 684 NVA/VC, caught 205 oth­
ers, and captured 192 weapons. These units have 
since been committed to Danang security and local 
search operations near An Hoa and Hoi An. 

The 51st Regiment continued Operation HUNG 
QUANG 1/33 with the 2d and 3d Battalions in the vi-

cinity of Hill 55, Camp 
Muir, throughout May. 
Because Thuong Duc cor­
ridor is a direct avenue 
of approach to the Muir 
area, the 1st and 4th 
Battalions deployed to 
the western highground 
bordering the valley in 
mid-April to relieve en­
emy pressure against 
Thuong Duc village and 
refugee center. Initi­
ating HUNG QUANG 1/32 on 
15 April and 1/32A on 14 
May, the 1st and 4th con-
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ARVN Support of Pacification

Combat activity in ARVN pacification support
operations in Quang Nam province decreased somewhat
during May. In all, the 51st Regiment and the 1st
Armored Brigade conducted five large operations
(three initiated and terminated during the month,
one continuing since April, and one started in late

May) in direct support of the GVN pacification cam-

paign. These operations resulted in 106 NVA and VC

killed, 16 prisoners, and 42 weapons captured.

Operation DUONG SON 3/70, developing only
light, scattered resistance this month, ended on 26
May, closing the most significant Quang Nam pacifi-
cation operation of 1970. Since 3/70's commencement
on 11 February, the 37th and 39th Ranger Battalions
and 3d Troop, 17th Armored Cavalry Assault Squadron
denied the enemy a rice-rich haven along the coast
south of Hoi An, killed 684 NVA/VC, caught 205 oth-

ers, and captured 192 weapons. These units have
since been committed to Danang security and local
search operations near An Hoa and Hoi An.

The 51st Regiment continued Operation HUNG
QUANG 1/33 with the 2d and 3d Battalions in the vi-

cinity of Hill 55, Camp
Muir, throughout May.
Because Thuong Duc cor-
ridor is a direct avenueQUANG 1/32 1 HUNG QUANG 1/32

14-29 May of approach to the Muir15 Apr - 13 May

area, the 1st and 4th
Battalions deployed to
the western highground
bordering the valley in
mid-April to relieve en-
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emy pressure against13. Miles
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ucted searches in the mountainous region north of 
the corridor. Combat engagements, although not 
frequent since the enemy continued reluctant to op­
pose in strength, resulted in nearly 50 NVA/VC 
killed. On 29 May, the two battalions commenced 
HUNG QUANG 1/32B with a vertical assault into the 
highground west of Thuong Duc, 13 miles northwest 
of An Hoa. By end-month, the HUNG QUANG 1/32B ma­
neuver elements, which included four Civilian Ir­
regular Defense Group companies, skirmishing with 
the enemy frequently, had killed more than 25 NVA/ 
VC. 

Territorial Forces 

Modernization of the RVNAF has significantly 
increased the combat effectiveness of Regional and 
popular Forces (RF/PF) in Quang Nam as well as 
throughout RVN. As of 1 May, 89 percent of the RF 
units and 80 percent of the PF platoons nationwide 
have received three-fourths of their authorized in­
dividual clothing and equipment. Thus, armed with 
modern weapons (M-16 rifle, M-60 machine gun, and 
M-79 grenade launcher) and outfitted with the lat­
est small-unit communication equipment (AN/PRC-25 
radio) territorial forces have become more capable 
of coping with hostile units. 

To insure training and leadership maintain a 
level consistent with modernization, an extensive 
training program has been established for RF and 
PF units. RF companies and PF platoons periodical­
ly return to basic training centers for refresher 
instruction and special leadership courses. Each 
unit, in addition to assigned security operations, 
must conduct six hours of formal training weekly. 

The NVA and VC, in a drive to discredit the 
RVNAF and weaken popular respect for their capabil­
ities, have repeatedly attacked installations pro­
tected by territorial forces. This tactic has 
failed; RF and PF soldiers have killed 3,685 enemy, 
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ducted searches in the mountainous region north of
the corridor. Combat engagements, although not
frequent since the enemy continued reluctant to op-
pose in strength, resulted in nearly 50 NVA/VC
killed. On 29 May, the two battalions commenced
HUNG QUANG 1/32B with a vertical assault into the

highground west of Thuong Duc, 13 miles northwest
of An Hoa. By end-month, the HUNG QUANG 1/32B ma-
neuver elements, which included four Civilian Ir-
regular Defense Group companies, skirmishing with
the enemy frequently, had killed more than 25 NVA/
VC.

Territorial Forces

Modernization of the RVNAF has significantly
increased the combat effectiveness of Regional and

Popular Forces (RF/PF) in Quang Nam as well as
throughout RVN. As of 1 May, 89 percent of the RF
units and 80 percent of the PF platoons nationwide
have received three-fourths of their authorized in-
dividual clothing and equipment. Thus, armed with
modern weapons (M-16 rifle, M-60 machine gun, and
M-79 grenade launcher) and outfitted with the lat-
est small-unit communication equipment (AN/PRC-25
radio) territorial forces have become more capable
of coping with hostile units.

To insure training and leadership maintain a
level consistent with modernization, an extensive

training program has been established for RF and
PF units. RF companies and PF platoons periodical-
ly return to basic training centers for refresher
instruction and special leadership courses. Each

unit, in addition to assigned security operations,
must conduct six hours of formal training weekly.

The NVA and VC, in a drive to discredit the
RVNAF and weaken popular respect for their capabil-

ities, have repeatedly attacked installations pro-
tected by territorial forces. This tactic has
failed; RF and PF soldiers have killed 3,685 enemy,
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c tured 198 others, and seized 1,583 weapons in 
r CTZ since the first of the year, and respect for 
territorial forces improves daily. 

During May, enemy forces conducted minor at­
tacks against several of the 57 RF companies and 
212 PF platoons deployed in Quang Nam and a large as­
sault on the Que Son district headquarters, which 
is discussed in the Combat Operations chapter. 
Highlighting the lesser attacks was a probe of the 
l37th PF Platoon, 11 miles west of An Hoa, by an un­
known size enemy force shortly after 0800 on the 
9th. Reacting to a call for assistance from the 
l37th, one platoon of the 704th RF Company and the 
l42d, l75th, and l49th PF Platoons, while maneuver­
ing to reinforce, attacked the enemy rear guard 300 
yards south of the defensive position. The enemy 
fled, leaving 25 dead, one wounded, and 11 weapons 
on the battlefield. Three PF and two RF soldiers 
were killed in the action. 

Chieu Hoi Returnees 

During May, 99 Hoi Chanh (32 VC, seven NVA, and 
60 non-military supporters) defected to Free World 
forces in Quang Nam province--an increase of nearly 
45 percent over the total received last month. Thus 
the 517 Hoi Chanh received in the province through 
May approaches the 659 ralliers of the first five 
months of 1969, the most successful year in the 
Chieu Hoi campaign. 

Response to the Open Arms program"is not ex­
pected to keep pace with that of last year because 
the 1969 record success resulted largely from ex­
tension of GVN influence into new areas affording 
large numbers of vcr cadre and sympathizers oppor­
tunity to defect with less risk. Since all but the 
mountainous regions of Thuong Duc are now under con­
solidation by the GVN, unexploited areas are limit­
ed, and defections have decreased--a situation not 
peculiar to Quang Nam but applicable to RVN as a 
whole. 

•••• • • • • •••• 
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captured 198 others, and seized 1,583 weapons in
I CTZ since the first of the year, and respect for
territorial forces improves daily.

During May, enemy forces conducted minor at-
tacks against several of the 57 RF companies and
212 PF platoons deployed in Quang Nam and a large as-
sault on the Que Son district headquarters, which
is discussed in the Combat Operations chapter.
Highlighting the lesser attacks was a probe of the
137th PF Platoon, 11 miles west of An Hoa, by an un-
known size enemy force shortly after 0800 on the
9th. Reacting to a call for assistance from the
137th, one platoon of the 704th RF Company and the
142d, 175th, and 149th PF Platoons, while maneuver-
ing to reinforce, attacked the enemy rear guard 300
yards south of the defensive position. The enemy
fled, leaving 25 dead, one wounded, and 11 weapons
on the battlefield. Three PF and two RF soldiers
were killed in the action.

Chieu Hoi Returnees

During May, 99 Hoi Chanh (32 VC, seven NVA, and
60 non-military supporters) defected to Free World
forces in Quang Nam province -- an increase of nearly
45 percent over the total received last month. Thus
the 517 Hoi Chanh received in the province through
May approaches the 659 ralliers of the first five
months of 1969, the most successful year in the
Chieu Hoi campaign.

Response to the Open Arms program is not ex-
pected to keep pace with that of last year because
the 1969 record success resulted largely from ex-
tension of GVN influence into new areas affording
large numbers of VCI cadre and sympathizers oppor-
tunity to defect with less risk. Since all but the
mountainous regions of Thuong Duc are now under con-
solidation by the GVN, unexploited areas are limit-
ed, and defections have decreased a situation not
peculiar to Quang Nam but applicable to RVN as a
whole.
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May Chieu Hoi results are compared with those 
of the past year in the following graph. 

QUANG NAM CHIEU HOI RESULTS: MAY 69 • MAY 70 
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May Chieu Hoi results are compared with those
of the past year in the following graph.

QUANG NAM CHIEU HOI RESULTS: MAY 69 - MAY 70

1970 TOTALS

-
201VC

- 33NVA

NON-MILITARY
-

283WITH200
1000

100 77077FROM IIII

MAYAPRFEB MARDEC JANNOVOCTSEPJULJUN AUGMAY

NVANon-MilitaryViet Cong

UNCLASSIFIED

SECAN I

27

DECLASSIFIED



Ir._ 

7,500 

5,000 

2,500 

DECLASSIFIED 

AIR OPERATIONS 

The 1st Marine Aircraft Wing responded to the re­
quirements of Free World forces with 40,975 fixed wing and 
helicopter sorties during May. This represents a 14 per­
cent rise over ApriL fixed wing sorties and a 12 percent 
climb in helicopter missions, most of which were regis­
tered in the CH-46D logistic and combat troop carrying 
category. Within the Republic of Vietnam, more than 3,300 
attack missions dropped 8,643 tons of ordnance, while Ma­
rine helicopters lifted over 86,000 troops and passengers 
and 6,100 tons of cargo. During out-of-country opera­
tions, 849 strike and combat support sorties were logged 
over the Gulf of Tonkin and hostile regions of Cambodia, 
Laos, and North Vietnam. • ..... • • •••• 

Increased levels of 1st Wing air operations ducina ..... "" May are compared with monthly totals of the past yea~ ln 
the following graphs. ••• : 

• • •• 
•••• • • 
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The 1st Marine Aircraft Wing responded to the re-

quirements of Free World forces with 40,975 fixed wing and

helicopter sorties during May. This represents a 14 per-
cent rise over April fixed wing sorties and a 12 percent
climb in helicopter missions, most of which were regis-
tered in the CH-46D logistic and combat troop carrying
category. Within the Republic of Vietnam, more than 3,300
attack missions dropped 8,643 tons of ordnance, while Ma-
rine helicopters lifted over 86,000 troops and passengers
and 6,100 tons of cargo. During out-of-country opera-
tions, 849 strike and combat support sorties were logged
over the Gulf of Tonkin and hostile regions of Cambodia,
Laos, and North Vietnam.

Increased levels of 1st Wing air operations during

May are compared with monthly totals of the past year in

the following graphs.

MARINE AIR OPERATIONS: JUNE 1969 - MAY 1970.
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-Country Fixed Wing Operations 

Operations by Marine Air Groups-II and 13 
were an essential part of the flexible fire support 
and surveillance provided by 1st Wing during the 
month. Their 3,316 attack flights--an increase of 
13.5 percent over April and 33 percent since March-­
provided the majority of close, direct, and inter­
diction air support required by Free World units in 
I CTZ. III MAF received 1,663 (38 percent) of the 
total fighter/attack sorties flown. Although con­
tact with enemy dispositions remained at a low lev­
el, close air support was frequently required, as 
indicated by 2,519 missions logged wherein ordnance 
was delivered in close proximity to ground troops. 
Many of these flights were scrambled from a 15 min­
ute alert pad, manned around-the-clock by A-4E and 
F-4B aircrews of MAG-13 to provide quick response. 

•••• • • • • •••• 
• • •••••• 

In accomplishing their mission, 1st Wing air-· • craft delivered 4,518 air-to-ground rockets; 2,737 •••• : 
canisters of napalm; and 7,959 tons of bombs, •• 

•••• ranging from 250 pounders to devastating 2,000 :: 
pounders, but using the medium, SOO-pound size most ••• 
often. Battle damage assessment of target areas ...: 
revealed 314 military structures and 505 bunkers •• : 
destroyed, 381 secondary explosions and fires among •••••• 
logistic stores, and 50 NVA/VC killed by Marine • ••••• 
fixed wing strikes. 

During May, there was also a significant in­
crease in 1st Wing photo and visual reconnaissance 
sorties flown in I CTZ--145 by RF-4B aircrews and 
579 by TA-4F and OV-lOA crews. Some 450 of the more 
than 655 OV-lOA flights by Marine Observation Squad­
ron-2 were directed to visually reconnoiter possible 
enemy activity in the III MAE operations area. In 
addition, 121 TA-4F sorties made daily checks on en­
emy lines of communication (LOC) in the western bor­
der area where they connect with the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail resupply network. 

The graphs on the following page compare May 
fixed wing operations with monthly totals since June 
1969. 
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rn-Country Fixed Wing Operations

Operations by Marine Air Groups-11 and 13
were an essential part of the flexible fire support
and surveillance provided by 1st Wing during the
month. Their 3,316 attack flights--an increase of
13.5 percent over April and 33 percent since March--
provided the majority of close, direct, and inter-
diction air support required by Free World units in
I CTZ. III MAF received 1,663 (38 percent) of the
total fighter/attack sorties flown. Although con-
tact with enemy dispositions remained at a low lev-
el, close air support was frequently required, as
indicated by 2,519 missions logged wherein ordnance
was delivered in close proximity to ground troops.
Many of these flights were scrambled from a 15 min-
ute alert pad, manned around-the-clock by A-4E and
F-4B aircrews of MAG-13 to provide quick response.

In accomplishing their mission, 1st Wing air-
craft delivered 4,518 air-to-ground rockets; 2,737
canisters of napalm; and 7,959 tons of bombs,
ranging from 250 pounders to devastating 2,000
pounders, but using the medium, 500-pound size most
often. Battle damage assessment of target areas
revealed 314 military structures and 505 bunkers
destroyed, 381 secondary explosions and fires among
logistic stores, and 50 NVA/VC killed by Marine
fixed wing strikes.

During May, there was also a significant in-
crease in 1st Wing photo and visual reconnaissance
sorties flown in I CTZ--145 by RF-4B aircrews and
579 by TA-4F and OV-10A crews. Some 450 of the more
than 655 OV-10A flights by Marine Observation Squad-
ron-2 were directed to visually reconnoiter possible
enemy activity in the III MAF operations area. In
addition, 121 TA-4F sorties made daily checks on en-

emy lines of communication (LOC) in the western bor-
der area where they connect with the Ho Chi Minh
Trail resupply network.

The graphs on the following page compare May
fixed wing operations with monthly totals since June
1969.
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• • •••••• • Helicopter Operations • ••• • 

For the 
(35,288) flown 
considerably. 
month were the 
May 1969. 

• • 
third consecutive month, helicopter sO~h~es 
by Marine.Air Group-16 squadrons incr~ase~ 
The 86,096 passengers carried during t~~· 
largest number of people helilifted s~~c~: 

• • 
•••• • • 

CH-53D helicopters of HMH-463 continued to rec~~· 
impressive increases in passengers and cargo hauled--5,647 
flights lifted 43,390 passengers and 5,217 tons of cargo, 
representing 51 and 85 percent, respectively, of the to­
tals for all helicopters. Thirty-one sorties, a small 
portion of CH-53 utilization, were used to recover sal­
vageable, tactical aircraft down away from their home 
field; thus, substantial time and dollar savings were 
achieved. Pilots and crew members of the four CH-46D 
squadrons logged 19,525 missions. 

Including one or more armed helicopters (UH-lE or 
AH-lG) in medical evacuation, reconnaissance team support, 
or combat heliborne assault missions creates an aircraft 
package which can rapidly place suppressive fire on enemy 
attempting to interrupt helicopter missions or ground ma­
neuver. Armed escort operations by HML-167, equipped with 
UH-1Es, and HML-367, with AH-1Gs, accountl than 

6,900 flights. WiM~~~S$~W~~[D) 

30 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
IN-COUNTRY FIXED WING SUPPORT BY MARINE AIRCRAFT

JUNE 1969 - MAY 1970

SORTIES FLOWN ORDNANCE DELIVERED

1970 TOTAL1978 TOTAL

30,942Tons of Bombs
14,107Cembat:

6,000 15,000 Rockets 15,920
Combat Support: 3,672 Napalm Bombs 10,222
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Helicopter Operations

For the third consecutive month, helicopter sorties
(35,288) flown by Marine Air Group-16 squadrons increased
considerably. The 86,096 passengers carried during the
month were the largest number of people helilifted since:
May 1969.

CH-53D helicopters of HMH-463 continued to record
impressive increases in passengers and cargo hauled--5,647
flights lifted 43,390 passengers and 5,217 tons of cargo,
representing 51 and 85 percent, respectively, of the to-
tals for all helicopters. Thirty-one sorties, a small
portion of CH-53 utilization, were used to recover sal-
vageable, tactical aircraft down away from their home
field; thus, substantial time and dollar savings were
achieved. Pilots and crew members of the four CH-46D
squadrons logged 19,525 missions.

Including one or more armed helicopters (UH-1E or
AH-1G) in medical evacuation, reconnaissance team support,
or combat heliborne assault missions creates an aircraft
package which can rapidly place suppressive fire on enemy
attempting to interrupt helicopter missions or ground ma-
neuver. Armed escort operations by HML-167, equipped with
UH-1Es, and HML-367, with AH-1Gs, accounted for more than
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Several actions during May exemplify the effective­
ness of armed helicopter operations. On the morning of 6 
May, two AH-1Gs observed and attacked eight enemy infil­
trators two miles south of Liberty Bridge, killing six. 
Two days later and just northeast of the bridge, four AH­
lGs were credited with killing 11 NVA/VC and contributing 
to the capture of two more. Toward evening the same day, 
reconnaissance team PENNY WISE, engaged in heavy contact 
18 miles west of An Hoa, requested suppressive fire and 
immediate extraction. Repeated firing passes by armed 
helicopters killed 13 NVA and enabled successful extrac­
tion of the team. 

In addition to armed reconnaissance, UH-1E aircrews 
logged 3,590 visual reconnaissance and command and control 
sorties. These daily flights afforded Marine ground p~i~ 
commanders unobscured observation of trail activity, ~e~~ 
rain, potential landing zones, and avenues of approach. 

• • •••••• • The graphs below reflect 1st Wing helicopter oper~-
tions for the past 12 months. • ••• : 

•• 
•••• • • 
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Several actions during May exemplify the effective-

ness of armed helicopter operations. On the morning of 6

May, two AH-1Gs observed and attacked eight enemy infil-
trators two miles south of Liberty Bridge, killing six.
Two days later and just northeast of the bridge, four AH-
1Gs were credited with killing 11 NVA/VC and contributing
to the capture of two more. Toward evening the same day,
reconnaissance team PENNY WISE, engaged in heavy contact
18 miles west of An Hoa, requested suppressive fire and
immediate extraction. Repeated firing passes by armed

helicopters killed 13 NVA and enabled successful extrac-
tion of the team.

In addition to armed reconnaissance, UH-1E aircrews
logged 3,590 visual reconnaissance and command and control
sorties. These daily flights afforded Marine ground unit
commanders unobscured observation of trail activity, ter.
rain, potential landing zones, and avenues of approach.

The graphs below reflect 1st Wing helicopter opera-
tions for the past 12 months.

1ST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING HELICOPTER OPERATIONS: JUNE 69 - MAY 70
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Initially deployed to RVN in March 1966 with 
HMM-164, the CH-46 Sea Knight, powered by two T58 
jet engines, has replaced the UH-34D as the Marine 
Corps primary vertical assault helicopter. As a 
result, III MAF gained a more powerful, medium 
transport helicopter, providing increased troop and 
cargo capacities. Standard operating procedure for 
logistic resupply was changed to take advantage of 
CH-46 superiority. At logistic support areas (LSA), 
larger quantities of stores were prestaged and rigged 
in cargo nets for quick hook-up underneath a hover-
ing Sea Knight. The suspended, external load saved 
time at both LSA and destination (fire support base 
or field position of a maneuver unit); increased ef­
ficiency when comparing flight time versus stores 
delivered; decreased exposure time in a landing zone •••• 
for both helicopters and serviced customers; and re-: •••• : 
duced either time or helicopters required for resup-
ply missions. : ••• : • 

• 
Some supplies are carried internally loaded orr··. : 

small trailers or pallets, which are quickly rolled •• 
•••• on and off utilizing the Integrated Cargo Handling : : 

and Rescue System. The arrangement consists of a··· 
rear cargo ramp and door, utility winch, and rollers ••• : 
in the aircraft floor. This procedure also provides •• : 
faster aircraft turn-around and decreased handling •••••• 
of supplies. • ••••• 

The tandem rotor CH-46 has proven itself a de­
pendable and versatile workhorse, capable of perform­
ing diverse tasks--troop and cargo transport, medical 
evacuation, visual reconnaissance, search and rescue, 
and tactical aircraft recovery--under varied opera­
ting conditions. The CH-46A has been replaced by the 
more powerful "D" model, which, like its predecessor, 
has performed well in mountain regions to the west 
and in humid, coastal areas. 

A review of CH-46 totals since the helicopter 
joined the 1st Wing reveals the magnitude of its role 
in III MAE operations. Since March 1966, the Sea 
Knight has flown 713,580 sorties--29 percent of USMC 
helicopter totals. During the past year, CH-46 air­
crews logged 218,546 sorties, carried 436,618 passen-

g e rs. and de livered 20. 0 54 tons 0 f carg
o 
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Initially deployed to RVN in March 1966 with

HMM-164, the CH-46 Sea Knight, powered by two T58

jet engines, has replaced the UH-34D as the Marine

Corps primary vertical assault helicopter. As a

result, III MAF gained a more powerful, medium

transport helicopter, providing increased troop and

cargo capacities. Standard operating procedure for

logistic resupply was changed to take advantage of

CH-46 superiority. At logistic support areas (LSA),

larger quantities of stores were prestaged and rigged
in cargo nets for quick hook-up underneath a hover-

ing Sea Knight. The suspended, external load saved

time at both LSA and destination (fire support base

or field position of a maneuver unit) ; increased ef-

ficiency when comparing flight time versus stores

delivered; decreased exposure time in a landing zone

for both helicopters and serviced customers; and re-

duced either time or helicopters required for resup-

ply missions.

Some supplies are carried internally loaded orf

small trailers or pallets, which are quickly rolled

on and off utilizing the Integrated Cargo Handling
and Rescue System. The arrangement consists of a

rear cargo ramp and door, utility winch, and rollers

in the aircraft floor. This procedure also provides
faster aircraft turn-around and decreased handling
of supplies.

The tandem rotor CH-46 has proven itself a de-

pendable and versatile workhorse, capable of perform-

ing diverse tasks--troop and cargo transport, medical

evacuation, visual reconnaissance, search and rescue,
and tactical aircraft recovery--under varied opera-

ting conditions. The CH-46A has been replaced by the

more powerful "D" model, which, like its predecessor,
has performed well in mountain regions to the west

and in humid, coastal areas.

A review of CH-46 totals since the helicopter

joined the 1st Wing reveals the magnitude of its role

in III MAF operations. Since March 1966, the Sea

Knight has flown 713,580 sorties--29 percent of USMC

helicopter totals. During the past year, CH-46 air-

crews logged 218,546 sorties, carried 436,618 passen-

gers, and delivered 20,054 tons of cargo.
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The following graphs show CH-46 sortie totals since 
its introduction into RVN and passengers and cargo heli­
lifted during the past 12 months. 

CH-46 HELICOPTER OPERATIONS 
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In May, 1st Wing fighter/attack aircrews produced 
another operational first, as Marine tactical jets struck 
in Cambodia, supporting attacks against enemy sanctuaries. 
Twenty-two direct and close air support missions were 
flown for US Army 4th Division and ARVN 22d Division ele­
ments in Operation BINH TAY I. The maneuver was targeted 
against Base Area 702 located approximately 12 miles south 
of the Laos-Vietnam-Cambodia tri-border area and 40 miles 
west of Pleiku, RVN. On 5 and 6 May, MAG-13 flew eight 
missions, employing 1,000-pound bombs to clear landing 
zones prior to heliborne assaults. Flights on 22 May, ten 
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The following graphs show CH-46 sortie totals since

its introduction into RVN and passengers and cargo heli-

lifted during the past 12 months.

CH-46 HELICOPTER OPERATIONS
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In May, 1st Wing fighter/attack aircrews produced
another operational first, as Marine tactical jets struck
in Cambodia, supporting attacks against enemy sanctuaries.

Twenty-two direct and close air support missions were
flown for US Army 4th Division and ARVN 22d Division ele-
ments in Operation BINH TAY I. The maneuver was targeted
against Base Area 702 located approximately 12 miles south
of the Laos-Vietnam-Cambodia- tri-border area and 40 miles
west of Pleiku, RVN. On 5 and 6 May, MAG-13 flew eight
missions, employing 1,000-pound bombs to clear landing
zones prior to heliborne assaults. Flights on 22 May, ten

UNCLASSIFIED

33

DECLASSIFIED



750 

DECLASSIFIED 

re direct air support missions, dropped quarter­

ton napalm canisters and SOO-pound snake eyes (bombs 

with large fins that retard descent rate and allow 

accurate, low-level delivery). The final four sor­

ties were scrambled on 23 May from the MAG-13 alert 

pad to provide close air support for an ARVN element 

in heavy contact with a bunkered enemy force. 

The remaining 827 out-of-country missions car­

ried out ongoing interdiction, air defense, and aerial 

reconnaissance efforts over Laos, NVN, and the Gulf 

of Tonkin. Over 220 were interdiction sorties by 

MAG-II A-6A squadrons, VMA(AW)-225 and 242, which 

struck 610 stationary and 143 moving targets. The 

latter were detected by the plane's automatic moving 

target indicator (AMTI). 

Several actions in Laos are cited to show the 

• ••• • • • • •••• 

efficiency of AMTI and A-6A Intruder crews. On I Ma~.h··:· 

MARINE OUT .OF.COUNTRY 

AIR OPERATIONS 

a single plane scored a highly • 
successful mission during ..... : 
which four trucks were detect;-•• :· 
ed and destroyed and ten fir~s : 
ignited. During the evening • •• 
of 11 May, a flight of three .. • .. : 

500 

A-6As located and hit enemy •• 
road traffic, accounting for •••••• 

• • 
seven 1=:rucks damaged, 15 sec-···· 

250 

ondary explosions, and two 
fires. Toward the end of the 
month, Intruders located an 
active AA gun position on 
Route 922 and a convoy of 

J A SON D J Fill" III trucks. During subsequent 
bombing, seven trucks were 

damaged, the gun position was destroyed, and 20 sec­

ondary explosions were observed around the AA weapon 

site. 

Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron-II TA-4F 

pilots flew 150 sorties over Laos to detect hostile ac­

tivity and control strike aircraft. Thus, two visual 

reconnaissance and three tactical air controller mis­

sions were averaged per day over North Vietnamese LOCs. 

through the Laotian Steel Tiger area adjacent to I CTZ. 
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more direct air support missions, dropped quarter-

ton napalm canisters and 500-pound snake eyes (bombs

with large fins that retard descent rate and allow

accurate, low-level delivery). . The final four sor-

ties were scrambled on 23 May from the MAG-13 alert

pad to provide close air support for an ARVN element

in heavy contact with a bunkered enemy force.

The remaining 827 out-of-country missions car-

ried out ongoing interdiction, air defense, and aerial

reconnaissance efforts over Laos, NVN, and the Gulf

of Tonkin. Over 220 were interdiction sorties by

MAG-11 A-6A squadrons, VMA (AW) -225
- and 242, which

struck 610 stationary and 143 moving targets. The

latter were detected by the plane's automatic moving

target indicator (AMTI).

Several actions in Laos are cited to show the

efficiency of AMTI and A-6A Intruder crews. On 1 May
a single plane scored a highly
successful mission duringMARINE OUT-OF-COUNTRY
which four trucks were detect.AIR OPERATIONS

ed and destroyed and ten firesTOTAL SORTIES
STRIKE/ARREC 7,013

ignited. During the eveningEW/PHOTO 2,709

CAP/ESCORT 1.762 of 11 May, a flight of three750
2,162(VR/TAC(A)

A-6As located and hit enemy
road traffic, accounting for

seven trucks damaged, 15 sec500

ondary explosions, and two
fires. Toward the end of the

month, Intruders located an250

active AA gun position on

Route 922 and a convoy of

trucks. During subsequentMAMF0
bombing, seven trucks were

damaged, the gun position was destroyed, and 20 sec-

ondary explosions were observed around the AA weapon

site.

Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron-11 TA-4F

pilots flew 150 sorties over Laos to detect hostile ac-

tivity and control strike aircraft. Thus, two visual

reconnaissance and three tactical air controller mis-

sions were averaged per day over North Vietnamese LOCs

through the Laotian Steel Tiger area adjacent to I CTZ.
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EA-6A and RF-4B aircrews of Marine Composite 
Reconnaissance Squadron-l gathered intelligence and 
assessed strike damage in the Laotian panhandle, 
flying daily photographic and occasional electronic 
warfare (EW) flights. Laotian flights totaled 71, 
while 185 other missions located, and when necessary, 
jammed NVN radar sites. RF-4Bs logged four more NVN 
flights photographing areas of intelligence interest. 

MAG-13 F-4B crews supplied barrier combat air 
patrols at Yankee Station over the Gulf of Tonkin for 
the US Navy on six occasions, logging 53 night sorties. 
These operations required on-station, in-flight refuel­
ing from a Marine KC-130 tanker at night, a maneuver 
requiring skillful coordination and flying by tanker 
and F-4B crews. Remaining F-4B missions included 61 •••••• 
armed escort flights for unarmed or lightly armed ai~ ••• • 
craft and 79 strike flights targeted against LOCs, 
truck parks, and staging areas in Laos. 

Aircraft Losses 

• • • ••••• • 
• ••• • • • •• 

•••• 
During May, two F-4Bs were lost as a result oe : 

direct enemy action. On the 15th, one was hit in the" .. 
engine section by ground fire while on a close air •••• : 
support mission seven miles northwest of Danang. The .. 
crew ejected on final approach at Danang Air Base •••••• • • shortly after an explosion and fire occurred in the •••• 
aft fuselage. The other F-4B was hit by AA fire while 
on an escort mission over Laos on the 27th and crashed 
near Quang Tri city. 

Distribution of Marine Aircraft 

There were no 
tions and only minor 
assigned during May. 
indicates allotments 

changes in 1st Wing unit loca­
variances in numbers of aircraft 

The chart on the following page 
and placement at end-May. 
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EA-6A and RF-4B aircrews of Marine Composite

Reconnaissanc Squadron-1 gathered intelligence and

assessed strike damage in the Laotian panhandle,
flying daily photographic and occasional electronic
warfare (EW) flights. Laotian flights totaled 71,
while 185 other missions located, and when necessary,

jammed NVN radar sites. RF-4Bs logged four more NVN

flights photographing areas of intelligence interest.

MAG-13 F-4B crews supplied barrier combat air

patrols at Yankee Station over the Gulf of Tonkin for

the US Navy on six occasions, logging 53 night sorties.
These operations required on-station, in-flight refuel-

ing from a Marine KC-130 tanker at night, a maneuver

requiring skillful coordination and flying by tanker
and F-4B crews. Remaining F-4B missions included 61

armed escort flights for unarmed or lightly armed air

craft and 79 strike flights targeted against LOCs,
truck parks, and staging areas in Laos.

Aircraft Losses

During May, two F-4Bs were lost as a result of:

direct enemy action. On the 15th, one was hit in the

engine section by ground fire while on a close air

support mission seven miles northwest of Danang. The
crew ejected on final approach at Danang Air Base

shortly after an explosion and fire occurred in the
aft fuselage. The other F-4B was hit by AA fire while

on an escort mission over Laos on the 27th and crashed
near Quang Tri city.

Distribution of Marine Aircraft

There were no changes in 1st Wing unit loca-
tions and only minor variances in numbers of aircraft

assigned during May. The chart on the following page
indicates allotments and placement at end-May.
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ARINE AIRCRAFT BASED IN I CTZ : MAY 1970 

MlIOI r en AIR 
.. FACILITIES 

III" I 

'*' 1£1 RUNIm 

.......... IIA/OR HElICOPTER 
FACILITY 

+ "OM-lET: Will 
SUPPORT C·131 

DAIIAIIG 

lIT WIIiG 
H&MS-17 

C-117 0 3 
US-2A/B 3 

MAG-II 
H&MS-l1 

C-1l7D 1 
TA-4F 12 

YMCJ-l 
RF-4B 10 
EA-6A 11 

YMA(AW}.225 

A-6A 13 

YMA(AW}-242 

A-6A 12 
YMO·2 

OV-IOA 19 

TOTAL 84 

'-j 

CMU LAI 

MAG-13 
H&MS-13 

C-1170 

YMA-311 
A-4E 

YMFA·115 
F-48 

YMFA-122 
F-4B 

YMFA-314 

F-4B 

MAG-16 
H&MS·16 

UH-IE 
CH-46D 

HMl-l67 
UH-IE 

rr' 
\ 

26 

22 

20 

18 

39 

DECLASSIFIED 

\ 
''"'\·,1 

MARBLE MOUNTAIII 
(COII'T) 

HMl-367 
AH-IG 25 

HMM-161 
CH-46D 29 

HMM-262 
CH-46D 26 

HMM-263 
CH-460 32 

HMM-364 

CH-46D 34 

HMH·463 

CH-53D 20 

•••• • • • • •••• 

• • •••••• • 
• ••• • • • •• 

•••• • • • • • •• 
• ••• • • • •• 

•••• • • • • •••• 
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MARINE AIRCRAFT BASED IN I CTZ : MAY 1970

DONG HADM2
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LOGISTICS 

Throughout the month, III MAF logistic ef­
fort closely paralleled the general level of activ­
ity across Quang Nam province--steady and well­
ordered. While Force Logistic Command, Division, 
and Wing combat support and combat service support 
elements continued operations bolstering Marine air 
and ground combat units, all organizations continued 
to identify materiel excesses and prepare them for 
in-country redistribution or retrograde on oppor­
tune amphibious shipping. Of particular note dur­
ing May were the closing of the Naval Support Ac­
tivity Hospital in Danang and the completion of an 
extensive land clearing operation in the vicinity 
of Barrier Island. 

Medical Support 

On the 15th, the Naval Support Activity (NSA) 
Hospital, Danang--the largest casualty hospital in 
Vietnam--closed its doors as a result of the con­
tinuing redeployment of US forces. Designed prin­
cipally to provide medical services involving spe­
cialties not available in organic Marine medical 
units, the NSA Hospital possessed all the profes­
sional services of a general hospital plus a pre­
ventive medicine unit, Naval medical research unit, 
frozen blood bank, optical fabrication shop, armory 
(primarily storage for medevac weapons), helicopter 
landing point, and triage area. Responding to the 
build-up of Marine forces in I CTZ, construction of 
the hospital began in July 1965, and its opening 
followed on 10 January 1966, despite an enemy sap­
per attack in October 1965 which destroyed three 
receiving wards, the central sterilization hut, and 
x-ray and laboratory facilities. By July 1966, the 
hospital had expanded to its planned capacity of 
400 beds, but was further increased by an addition­
al 200 beds in 1968; in mid-1969, a temporary 100-
bed expansion was authorized to handle a surge in 
malaria incidence. Peak utilization occurred dur­
ing 1968 when 23,437 patients were admitted, over 

•••• • • • • •••• 

• • •••••• • 
• ••• • • • •• 

•••• • • • • ••• 
• ••• • • • •• 

•••• • • • • •••• 
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Throughout the month, III MAF logistic ef-
fort closely paralleled the general level of activ-

ity across Quang Nam province steady and well-
ordered. While Force Logistic Command, Division,
and Wing combat support and combat service support
elements continued operations bolstering Marine air
and ground combat units, all organizations continued
to identify materiel excesses and prepare them for

in-country redistribution or retrograde on oppor-
tune amphibious shipping. of particular note dur-

ing May were the closing of the Naval Support Ac-

tivity Hospital in Danang and the completion of an
extensive land clearing operation in the vicinity
of Barrier Island.

Medical Support

On the 15th, the Naval Support Activity (NSA)

Hospital, Danang the largest casualty hospital in
Vietnam- closed its doors as a result of the con-

tinuing redeployment of US forces. Designed prin-
cipally to provide medical services involving spe-
cialties not available in organic Marine medical

units, the NSA Hospital possessed all the profes-
sional services of a general hospital plus a pre-
ventive medicine unit, Naval medical research unit,
frozen blood bank, optical fabrication shop, armory
(primarily storage for medevac weapons) helicopter
landing point, and triage area. Responding to the

build-up of Marine forces in I CTZ, construction of
the hospital began in July 1965, and its opening
followed on 10 January 1966, despite an enemy sap-

per attack in October 1965 which destroyed three

receiving wards, the central sterilization hut, and

x-ray and laboratory facilities. By July 1966, the

hospital had expanded to its planned capacity of
400 beds, but was further increased by an addition-
al 200 beds in 1968; in mid-1969, a temporary 100-
bed expansion was authorized to handle a surge in

malaria incidence. Peak utilization occurred dur-

ing 1968 when 23,437 patients were admitted, over
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f of whom were treated for wounds or injuries 
requiring more than 23,000 major surgical proce­
dures; more than 2,500 were admitted during the May 
1968 enemy offensive alone. Notwithstanding a tre­
mendously heavy workload and repeated attacks-by­
fire resulting in hospital staff and equipment cas­
ualties, the NSA Hospital consistently provided med­
ical services of the highest excellence which will 
long be remembered by the thousands of Americans, 
Koreans, and Vietnamese treated therein. 

Following closure of the NSA Hospital, ser­
vices beyond the capability of organic Marine med­
ical units are being provided by the USS Sanctuary 
(AH-17) and the US Army 95th Medical Evacuation 
Company. 

Land Clearing Operations 

•••• • • • • •••• 

• • •••••• • 
While air and ground forces continued to at- ••• : 

trit North Vietnamese trans border resupply efforts, •• : 
ARVN and US elements made steady progress in identi- ....•. 
fying and dismantling the communist support machine- ••••• 
ry within the Republic of Vietnam. Throughout the • 
history of the Indochinese conflict, one of the en- ••••• : 
emy's principal assets has been his ever-expanding, •••• 
underground network of tunnels and caves, the actual: : 
extent of which staggers western imagination. They···· 
not only provide dispersed concealment for arms and 
equipment close by targeted population centers, but 
also permit escape from decisive encounter with 
counterguerrilla forces. In the course of combat 
operations, supporting arms and combat engineers 
have been employed for piecemeal destruction of un­
derground caches and tunnels which are generally a 
small portion of an extensive subterranean system; 
however, passage of time frequently brings a re­
generation of these or similar installations. To 
date, the only permanent solution has been destruc-
tion of the entire network interlacing an area 
through massive land clearing operations. 

I ijp~(GI!J~~~W~IEIDJ I 
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traif of whom were treated for wounds or injuries

requiring more than 23,000 major surgical proce-
dures; more than 2,500 were admitted during the May
1968 enemy offensive alone. Notwithstanding a tre-

mendously heavy workload and repeated attacks-by-
fire resulting in hospital staff and equipment cas-
ualties, the NSA Hospital consistently provided med-
ical services of the highest excellence which will

long be remembered by the thousands of Americans,
Koreans, and Vietnamese treated therein.

Following closure of the NSA Hospital, ser-

vices beyond the capability of organic Marine med-

ical units are being provided by the USS Sanctuary
(AH-17) and the US Army 95th Medical Evacuation

Company.

Land Clearing Operations

While air and ground forces continued to at-
trit North Vietnamese transborder resupply efforts,
ARVN and US elements made steady progress in identi-

fying and dismantling the communist support machine-

ry within the Republic of Vietnam. Throughout the

history of the Indochinese conflict, one of the en-

emy's principal assets has been his ever-expanding,
underground network of tunnels and caves, the actual
extent of which staggers western imagination. They
not only provide dispersed concealment for arms and

equipment close by targeted population centers, but
also permit escape from decisive encounter with

counterguerrilla forces. In the course of combat

operations, supporting arms and combat engineers
have been employed for piecemeal destruction of un-

derground caches and tunnels which are generally a
small portion of an extensive subterranean system;
however, passage of time frequently brings a re-

generation of these or similar installations. To

date, the only permanent solution has been destruc-
tion of the entire network interlacing an area

through massive land clearing operations.
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One unit specifically organized and tasked for land 
caring is the Joint Land Clearing Company, comprised of 
two engineer platoons, one Marine and one US Army, head­
quartered by a Marine command element provided by the 9th 
Engineer Battalion. This unique organization counts 18 
bulldozers and seven demolitionists among its assets and, 
in conditions of moderate weather and security, can clear 
two to three acres per day for each tractor employed. Due 
to earth collapse caused by the tractor's weight, a bull­
dozer operator can detect tunnels up to 24 inches beneath 
the surface. The majority of tunnels are dug approximate­
ly eight inches down under bamboo groves because of the 
high water table in many of the populated coastal areas. 
Through the use of standard blades and Rome plows (a 
blade specifically designed for timber clearance), trac­
tors collapse, level, and fill the tunnels, bunkers, ~~ 
trenches comprising these installations. Normally, ~mot 
litions are used for ordnance destruction, but also can-be 
employed to demolish cave and tunnel complexes beyonq_tn~ 
capability of bulldozers. • 

• ••• • 
Specific areas to be cleared are determined by the 

Vietnamese government, integrating the requirements to~-. 
long-range security enhancement with due consideratioR ~or 
property rights. In planning, the commanders of the A~n~ 
clearing company, security force (usually a rifle compa~1), 
and battalion having military cognizance of the area a~ 
ordinate with local government officials, establish ~~.: 
particulars for local security and fire support, and de­
termine projected logistic support requirements such as 
tractor maintenance and resupply of petroleum products, 
water, and explosives. A helicopterborne reconnaissance 
of the target area completes the initial preparations for 
the operation. 

Following transportation by landing craft or flat­
bed trucks to a staging area, the land clearing company 
and supporting security force move to a pre-selected site 
in the objective area to establish a base camp complex 
with landing zone, defensive berms, and cleared fields of 
fire, from whence clearing operations commence. Each quad­
rant of the surrounding territory--to a radius of approx­
imately a mile and a half--is cleared in turn, with trac­
tors operating in echelon where terrain permits; the con­
stant rattle of detonating booby traps serves as sufficient 
discouragement for local curiosity, thereby simplifying the 
task of coordination with the populace. Although the se-
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One unit specifically organized and tasked for land

clearing is the Joint Land Clearing Company, comprised of
two engineer platoons, one Marine and one US Army, head-
quartered by a Marine command element provided by the 9th
Engineer Battalion. This unique organization counts 18
bulldozers and seven demolitionists among its assets and,
in conditions of moderate weather and security, can clear
two to three acres per day for each tractor employed. Due
to earth collapse caused by the tractor's weight, a bull-
dozer operator can detect tunnels up to 24 inches beneath
the surface. The majority of tunnels are dug approximate-
ly eight inches down under bamboo groves because of the
high water table in many of the populated coastal areas.
Through the use of standard blades and Rome plows (a
blade specifically designed for timber clearance), trac-
tors collapse, level, and fill the tunnels, bunkers, and
trenches comprising these installations. Normally, demo:
litions are used for ordnance destruction, but also can'be
employed to demolish cave and tunnel complexes beyond the
capability of bulldozers.

Specific areas to be cleared are determined by the
Vietnamese government, integrating the requirements for
long-range security enhancement with due consideration for
property rights. In planning, the commanders of the land
clearing company, security force (usually a rifle company),
and battalion having military cognizance of the area can
ordinate with local government officials, establish the
particulars for local security and fire support, and de-
termine projected logistic support requirements such as
tractor maintenance and resupply of petroleum products,
water, and explosives. A helicopterborne reconnaissance
of the target area completes the initial preparations for
the operation.

Following transportation by landing craft or flat-
bed trucks to a staging area, the land clearing company
and supporting security force move to a pre-selected site
in the objective area to establish a base camp complex
with landing zone, defensive berms, and cleared fields of
fire, from whence clearing operations commence. Each quad-
rant of the surrounding territory--to a radius of approx-
imately a mile and a half--is cleared in turn, with trac-
tors operating in echelon where terrain permits; the con-
stant rattle of detonating booby traps serves as sufficient
discouragement for local curiosity, thereby simplifying the
task of coordination with the populace. Although the se-
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rity force can usually suppress the occasional 

small arms, RPG, and mortar fires experienced, he­

licopterborne reinforcement is rapidly available 

should the enemy desire to strongly contest the op­

eration. After the land surrounding the base camp 

is cleared, the camp is relocated, and the process 

is repeated until the entire area is completed. 

On 25 May, the Joint Land Clearing Company 

concluded a ten-week operation in the vicinity of 

Barrier Island (shown on the map below) resulting in 

10,700 acres of land cleared, 1,503 enemy bunkers de­

stroyed, almost two and a half miles of enemy trench­

line filled, and 802 items of ordnance destroyed. In 

the 12 months previous to this effort, 7th and 9th 

Engineer Battalion elements participated in ten sep- •••••• 

arate operations, clearing over 34,000 acres of land······ 

and destroying or recovering more than 7,000 items ot • 
ordnance. : ••••• 

LAND CLEARING OPERATIONS: 19 MAR - 25 MAY 1970 
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curity force can usually suppress the occasional

small arms, RPG, and mortar fires experienced, he-

licopterborne reinforcement is rapidly available

should the enemy desire to strongly contest the op-

eration. After the land surrounding the base camp

is cleared, the camp is relocated, and the process

is repeated until the entire area is completed.

On 25 May, the Joint Land Clearing Company

concluded a ten-week operation in the vicinity of

Barrier Island (shown on the map below) resulting in

10,700 acres of land cleared, 1,503 enemy bunkers de-

stroyed, almost two and a half miles of enemy trench-

line filled, and 802 items of ordnance destroyed. In

the 12 months previous to this effort, 7th and 9th

Engineer Battalion elements participated in ten sep-:

arate operations, clearing over 34,000 acres of land

and destroying or recovering more than 7,000 items of

ordnance.

LAND CLEARING OPERATIONS: 19 MAR - 25 MAY 1970

CLEARED AREA

210HOI ANDIEN BAN
Miles

QUANG NAM

BARRIER

ISLAND

FSB BALDY

QUANG TIN
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rdnance 

In May, consumption of Blmm mortar illumina­
tion ammunition and 2.7S-inch white phosphorus avi­
ation rockets rose; the resulting shortfall of il­
lumination shells was offset by the arrival, on the 
29th and 30th, of two ships from Sasebo and Subic 
Bay with over 46,000 additional rounds and by in­
creased future CONUS!WestPac shipments. The height­
ened expenditure of white phosphorus rockets--used 
by observation aircraft to ,mark targets for attack 
aircraft and by armed helicopters for varied tasks-­
is being met by priority air shipment to Danang. 

Aviation Logistics 
•••• 

The Maintenance Material Management (3M) Sys-: •••• : 
stem, a computerized management tool, enables avia-
tion commanders at all levels to monitor and more : ••• : • • effectively control aircraft maintenance efforts. • 
Examples of the data which are immediately available •••• : 
to these commanders are current information on air- •• •••• craft maintenance schedules, parts usage, manpower : : 
utilization, aircraft readiness, and flight hours. • •• 
Included sub-systems permit expedited communications •••• : 
and movement of replacement parts between supply in- •• 
stallations and maintenance areas, consequently re- •••••• 
ducing supply response time. During the month, pro-· ••••• 
visions were completed for implementing an addition-
al management tool--the Visual Information Display 
System (VIDS). utilizing large display boards, VIDS 
depicts current status of aircraft or aircraft com­
ponents requiring repair at organizational or in­
termediate levels and provides a positive means of 
controlling the repair cycle through a maintenance 
activity. 

At end-month, the total 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing assets, including those undergoing progressive 
aircraft rework (PAR) or battle damage repair (BDR), 
were as reflected on the following page. 
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Ordnance

In May, consumption of 81mm mortar illumina-
tion ammunition and 2.75-inch white phosphorus avi-
ation rockets rose; the resulting shortfall of il-
lumination shells was offset by the arrival, on the
29th and 30th, of two ships from Sasebo and Subic
Bay with over 46,000 additional rounds and by in-
creased future CONUS/WestPac shipments. The height-
ened expenditure of white phosphorus rockets--used
by observation aircraft to mark targets for attack
aircraft and by armed helicopters for varied tasks--
is being met by priority air shipment to Danang.

Aviation Logistics

The Maintenance Material Management (3M) Sys-
stem, a computerized management tool, enables avia-
tion commanders at all levels to monitor and more
effectively control aircraft maintenance efforts.
Examples of the data which are immediately available
to these commanders are current information on air-
craft maintenance schedules, parts usage, manpower
utilization, aircraft readiness, and flight hours.
Included sub-systems permit expedited communications
and movement of replacement parts between supply in-
stallations and maintenance areas, consequently re-
ducing supply response time. During the month, pro-
visions were completed for implementing an addition-
al management tool--the Visual Information Display
System (VIDS). Utilizing large display boards, VIDS
depicts current status of aircraft or aircraft com-
ponents requiring repair at organizational or in-
termediate levels and provides a positive means of
controlling the repair cycle through a maintenance
activity.

At end-month, the total 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing assets, including those undergoing progressive
aircraft rework (PAR) or battle damage repair (BDR)
were as reflected on the following page.
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1lP1M~~UrrUlElW 
.IAIU. OF 1ST WING AIRCRAFT: MAY 1970 

Total PAR BOR Other Total Assigned In-Country 

26 4 1 0 21 
12 3 1 0 8 
25 0 0 0 25 
11 0 0 0 11 
60 14 3 0 43 
10 3 0 0 7 
5 0 0 0 5 
3 1 0 0 2 

19 0 I 0 18 
25 0 0 0 25 •••• 40 5 0 0 35 • • • • •••• 122 35 1 0 86 

• • 20 0 1 0 19 ....... 
• 

• 378 65 8 0 305 ••• .. 
• • •• 

•••• • • • • ••• 
• ••• • 

NORS/NORM/OR 

During May, 1st Wing operational readiness continued to improve in most categories, with not­able upswings in CH-53, AH-l, and CH-46 readiness. The drop in A-4 readiness was primarily attribut­able to the temporary unavailability of replacements for the constant speed drive on the aircraft elec­trical generator. 

• • 

The accompanying graphs dis~lay the NORS/NORM/ OR (not operationally ready due to supply/mainte­nance and operationally ready) statistics for the major aircraft types presently assigned. 

• • •• 
•••• • • •••• 

I qYrmtUlsS~!F~fEfffJ 7 
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STATUS OF 1ST WING AIRCRAFT: MAY 1970
Aircraft Total TotalPAR BDRModel OtherAssigned In-Country

A-4 26 4 1 0 21

TA-4 12 3
1 0 8

A-6 25 0 00 25
EA-6 11 0 0 0 11

F-4 60 14 3 0 43
RF-4 10 3 0 0 7
C-117 5 0 0 0 5
US-2 3 1 0 0 2
OV-10 19 0 1 0 18
AH-1 25 0 0 0 25
UH-1 40 5 0 0 35
CH-46 122 35 1 0 86
CH-53 20 0 1 0 19

TOTAL 378 65 8 o 305

NORS/NORM/OR

During May, 1st Wing operational readiness
continued to improve in most categories, with not-
able upswings in CH-53, AH-1, and CH-46 readiness.The drop in A-4 readiness was primarily attribut-
able to the temporary unavailability of replacementsfor the constant speed drive on the aircraft elec-trical generator.

The accompanying graphs display the NORS/NORM/OR (not operationally ready due to supply/mainte-nance and operationally ready) statistics for the
major aircraft types presently assigned.
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NORS/NORM RATES - 1ST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING 
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NORS/NORM RATES - 1ST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING

A.4 (ATTACK) F-4(FIGHTER-ATTACK)

90 90
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READINESS OBJECTIVE70 70
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STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS 

1. Enemy Order of Battle 

Y BATTALIONS IN I CTZ AN D 

BIZ 
4 Combat Battalions HI 20 

16 Support Battalionsi' Mil., 

mil TIl 
16 Combat Battalions 
5 Support Batlalions* 

• •• 
THUA TIIEI • • e • 20 Combat Battalions • •• 

2 Support Battalions" • • e. ee. 
e 

• Qum NAil .e e 

16 Combat Battalions • • e. 

e ee 
• e 
• e 
• •• 

QUANG TIN e 

13 Combat Battalions •• • e e 

14 Support Battalions" ee 

• •• 
• e • • 

r---;-;:-;~-:-:-:--"'. e • 
Bum UAI 

8 Combat Battalions 
10 Support Ballalions'" 

Due PHD 

TROOPS IN CONFIRMED COMBAT BATTALIONS SUPPORT BATTALIONS 
PROVINCE COMBAT jSUPPORT UNITS GUERRillAS INfANTRY SAPPER ROCKET/ 

NVA YC NVA VC NVA VC ARTILLERY OTHERS 

DMZ 8,300 0 0 3 0 1 0 6 10 

QUANG TRI 11,100 1,200 850 13 0 3 0 4 1 

THUA THIEN 10,500 ~DD 700 15 1 4 0 2 0 

QUANG HAM 5,200 2,300 3,900 11 1 2 2 2 12 

QUANG fiN 3,200 3,000 1,800 3 6 1 3 2 12 

QUANG KGAI BOO 2,100 3,000 3 3 1 1 1 9 

TOTALS 39,100 9,000 10,250 48 II 12 6 17 44 
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STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS

1. Enemy Order of Battle

ENEMY BATTALIONS IN I CTZ AN D THE DMZ: MAY 1970

BMZDMZ
4 Combat Battalions 0 10 20

16 Support Battalions* Miles

QUANG TRIQUANG TRI

QUANE TRI

HUE 16 Combat Battalions

5 Support Battaliens*

PHU_BA

THUA THIEN THUA THIEN

20 Combat Battalions
DANANG

2 Support Battalions*

QUANG NAM
16 Combat Battalions

QUANG NAM 14 Support Battalions

LAOS

QUANG TINCHU LAI
13 Combat BattalionsQUANG TIN
14 Support Battalions*

QUANG NGAILEGEND
8 Combat Battalions

10 Support Battalions*North Vietnamese Army QUANG NGAI
Viet Care DUC PHO

Not shown on map
II CTZ

TROOPS IN CONFIRMED COMBAT BATTALIONS SUPPORT BATTALIONS

PROVINCE COMBAT/SUPPORT UNITS GUERRILLAS INFANTRY SAPPER ROCKET/

OTHERS
NVA VC ARTILLERYVCNVA NVA VC

38,300 0DMZ 0 10 60 10

11,100 1,200 13850QUANG TRI 1430 0

10,500 400 700 115THUA THIEN 4 00 2

5,200 112,300 13,900QUANG NAM 2 22 12

3,200 3,000QUANG TIN 1,800 13 26 3 12

800 32,100 3,000QUANG NGAI 3 1 1 1 9

TOTALS 39,100 9,000 10,250 48 1211 176 44
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2. 

3. 

4. 

III MAF STRENGTH 
USMC 

Off Enl 

Danang 2,803 34,286 
Chu Lai 274 2,596 
Phu Bai 11 467 
Quang Tri 10 305 
Binh Son 3 238 

Total 3,101 37,892 

MARINE GROUND OPERATIONS 

a. counterguerrilla Operations 

Patrols 
Ambushes 
Sniper posts 
Company maneuvers 

b. Reconnaissance Operations 

Patrols 

May 

4,876 
7,351 

834 
227 

1,019 

c. Combined Action Force Operations 

Patrols 
Ambushes 

ENEMY LOSSES 
Killed 

May 1970 

Counterguerrilla 389 2,281 
Reconnaissance 186 981 
CAF 133 495 
CUPP 34 129 

Total 742 3,886 

8,842 
6,088 

Captured 

May 1970 

62 138 
10 

21 139 
4 24 

87 311 

USN 
Off 

203 
8 
1 
1 

213 

En1 

1,318 
44 
28 
19 
14 

1,423 

•••• • • 
• .l~.?0 

2P.?,:3>5 
32,8t\2 
~:4e;3 

~.J:13 
• • • • • •• 

• ••• • • • 
5,lU7 
•••• • • • • •••• 

36,700 
29,083 

Weapons 

May 1970 

137 646 
17 74 
80 302 

5 43 

239 1,065 

WOO(i:Upj~~~lFn~JD) I 
bECltE¥ 

45 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

-OREI

INCLASSIFIED

III MAF STRENGTH2.
USNUSMC

EnlOffEnlOff

1,31820334,2862,803Danang 4482,596274Chu Lai
28146711Phu Bai
19130510Quang Tri
142383Binh Son -

1,42321337,8923,101Total

3. MARINE GROUND OPERATIONS

Counterguerrilla Operationsa.

.19.70May

25,7354,876Patrols
32,8427,351Ambushes
3,463834Sniper posts
1.333227Company maneuvers

b. Reconnaissance Operations

5,1071,019Patrols

C. Combined Action Force Operations

36,7008,842Patrols
29,0836,088Ambushes

4. ENEMY LOSSES
CapturedKilled Weapons

19701970 MayMay1970May

646137138622,281389Counterguerrilla
741710981186Reconnaissance -

139 3028021495133CAF
4324 5412934CUPP

1,065239311873,886742Total

UNCLASSIFIED
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5. MARINE AIR OPERATIONS 

a. Fixed Wing Operations 

Total sorties 
Tons of bombs 
Rockets 
Canisters of napalm 
20mm and 7.62mm rounds 

b. Helicopter Operations 

Total sorties 
Passengers carried 
Tons of cargo carried 

6. SUPPLY STATUS 

a. Class I-(Rations} 

Combat Meals 
B Rations 
A Rations 

May 

4,844 
7,959 
4,518 
2,737 

410,020 

Rations 

105,000 
332,500 
377,900 

35,288 
86,096 
6,161 

1970 

24,019 
30,942 
15,920 
10,222 

1,457,710 

154,206 
361,718 

2.13 ., '9' a 3 
• • •••• 

• • •••••• • 
• ••• t 

Days of SUPBtY 
•••• 

2.3: : 
• •• 7.5 • 

8.2 •••• : 
•• 

b. Class II-(Clothin9:, EguiEment, and weaEons) •••• • • • • •••• 
FLC 3d FSR 

Requisitions processed 30 1 885 21,398 
Requisition fill rate 46% 49% 

c. Class III and III(A)-(Petroleum) 

Danan9: Quan9: Tri An Hoa 

1,000 Days 1,000 Days 1,000 Days 
Gals Supply Gals Supply Gals Supply 

Jp-4 277 2.2 19 2.4 
MOGAS 104 13.0 
Diesel 165 9.0 

Wil8nnses 
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5. MARINE AIR OPERATIONS

a. Fixed Wing Operations
1970May

24,0194,844Total sorties
30,9427,959Tons of bombs
15,9204,518Rockets
10,2222,737Canisters of napalm

1,457,710410,02020mm and 7.62mm rounds

b. Helicopter Operations

154,20635,288Total sorties
361,71886,096Passengers carried
26,9836,161Tons of cargo carried

6. SUPPLY STATUS

a. Class I-(Rations)
Days of SupplyRations

2.3105,000Combat Meals
7.5332,500B Rations
8.2377,900A Rations

b. Class II-(Clothing, Equipment, and Weapons)

3d FSRFLC

21,39830,885Requisitions processed
49%46%Requisition fill rate

C. Class III and III (A) - (Petroleum)

Quang Tri An HoaDanang

1,000 Days1,000 Days1,000 Days
SupplyGalsSupplyGalsSupplyGals

2.4192.2277JP-4 --
13.0104MOGAS ----

Diesel 165 9.0 ----

UNCLASSIFIED
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7. RESUPPLY TO RVN 

a. Air Shipments 

From CONUS 
From other Westpac areas 

Total 

b. Surface Shipments 

From CONUS 
From other Westpac areas 

Total 

8. RESUPPLY WITHIN RVN 

a. Air Shipments 

Danang to Chu Lai 
Other 

Total 

b. Surface Shipments 

Danang to Chu Lai 

9. RETROGRADE CARGO FROM RVN 

a. Air Shipments 

USMC 
USAF 

Total 

DECLASSIFIED 

Short Tons 

41 
155 

196 

Measurement Tons 

46,711 
10,914 

57,625 
•••• · . • • •••• 

• • 
Short 1()ns· 

• ••• • 
276 •• : 
10l ••• 

• • • • • •• 377 • ••• • • • •• Short TQJ.l§ 
• • • • 

5,13~··· 

Short Tons 

79 
41 

120 

:·,,,usstw 
\''''' 4 7 
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7. RESUPPLY TO RVN

Short TonsAir Shipmentsa.

41From CONUS
155From other WestPac areas

196Total

Measurement Tonsb. Surface Shipments

46,711From CONUS
10,914From other WestPac areas

57,625Total

8. RESUPPLY WITHIN RVN

Short TonsAir Shipmentsa.

276Danang to Chu Lai
101.Other

377Total

Short Tonsb. Surface Shipments
:

5,133Danang to Chu Lai

9. RETROGRADE CARGO FROM RVN

Short Tonsa. Air Shipments

79USMC
41USAF

120Total

SECRET
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tlU" .... 'U ...... 
~\"'rlrlJ " b. Surface Shipments 

MSTS conventional ships 
MSTS roll on/off ships 
Fleet amphibious ships 

Total 

10. ENGINEER PROJECTS 

Measurement Tons 

17,178 
3,146 
2,043 

22,367 

Constructed/ 
Under construction 

Repaired/ 
Under repair Removed 

Roads 

Bridges 

Class-IS 
Class-3D 
Class-6D 

119.1 miles 

1 

11. MEDICAL AND DENTAL SERVICES 

a. Medical 

Battle injuries 
Non-battle injuries 
Disease cases 
Admitted to III MAP facilities 
Deaths in III MAP facilities 
Evacuated out of RVN 
Returned to duty 
Hospitalized as of 31 May 

b. Dental 

Operative, crown, and bridge 
Prosthetics 
Oral surgery 
Preventive dentistry 

DECLASSIFIED 

1 
2 
4 

•••• • • • • •••• 
.- . 
•••••• .... 
.1.. : . , ., 
•••• · , · , , .. 

Patients • • • • • • ,. 
28.S •• 
321:0 : 
87"1" 

1,507 
27 

318 
724 
S29 

Procedures 

42,777 
1,411 
6,587 

14,564 

.... 31:n,... 
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UNCLASSICIED Measurement Tonsb. Surface Shipments

17,178MSTS conventional ships
3,146MSTS roll on/off ships
2,043Fleet amphibious ships

22,367Total

10. ENGINEER PROJECTS

Repaired/Constructed/
RemovedUnder construction Under repair

119.1 milesRoads -

Bridges .

1Class-15 -
2Class-30

d.41Class-60

11. MEDICAL AND DENTAL SERVICES

Patientsa. Medical

288Battle injuries
340Non-battle injuries
879Disease cases

1,507Admitted to III MAF facilities
27Deaths in III MAF facilities

318Evacuated out of RVN
724Returned to duty
529Hospitalized as of 31 May

Proceduresb. Dental

42,777Operative, crown, and bridge
1,411Prosthetics
6,587Oral surgery
14,564Preventive dentistry

48
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12. CIVIC ACTION PROGRAM 

a. Contributions 

Supplies from military sources 
Civil Affairs Psywar Fund 
Voluntary contributions 

b. USMeR Civic Action Fund 

Receipts 
Expenditures 

c. General WALT Scholarship 

Students supported 

d. MEDCAP/DENTCAP Treatments 

Medical 
Dental 

e. Individuals Trained 

Health Workers 

f. Construction Projects 

Schools, dispensaries, wells 

DECLASSIFIED 

May 

$17,400 
$1, 010 
$4,475 

$2,417 

1,068 

59,236 
667 

115 

55 

1970 

$108,235 
$8,025 

$26,465 

$11,204 
$10,942 

N!A..···· • 
• • •••• 
• • •••••• • 

341,568. •• : 
3,130 •• : 

•••• • • • • • •• 
• 641··. : 

•• 
•••• • • • • •••• 

154 

'UflCLAsslF1m 
pA SEGilL. 
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UNCLASSICION
12. CIVIC ACTION PROGRAM

1970Maya. Contributions

$108,235$17,400Supplies from military sources
$8,025$1,010Civil Affairs Psywar Fund

$26,465$4,475Voluntary contributions

b. USMCR Civic Action Fund

$11,204$2,417Receipts - $10,942Expenditures

C. General WALT Scholarship

N/A.1,068Students supported

d. MEDCAP/DENTCAP Treatments

341,56859,236Medical
3,130667Dental

e. Individuals Trained

643**.115Health Workers

f. Construction Projects

15455Schools, dispensaries, wells

UNCLASSIFIED
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