
 DECLASSIFIED 

ill, 1!18iliJilf&U!liJ QIQsdQIi iiiYiSi (8) lil(l!Ii 8UJY\.' , 
JiQiil Ui'i IailiiU, Qii i'iilill lhl~fIl?Im 
'1H1I':F 8J? ltl!lBli ltiUh'l'U '1'8 ~VU m:TH !"M!!l15UI £ OdiWA116N GROoP 

. 
25. CG XXIV CORPS Ol0613Z NOV69 (S) EYES ONLY ~_I 

FOR NICKERSON FROM ZAIS ~v 
LONG RANGE PLAN FOR DEFENSE OF THE TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

COMUCMACU NOVES (c) SVBO ONLY24
FOR NTOVERSON FROM HANIPEN
VISIT OF MOIN MONATH TO RVN WITH FREEDOM POUNDAITON GROUP

25. CG XXIV CORPS 010613Z NOV69 (S) EYES ONLY
gp-FOR NICKERSON FROM ZAIS

LONG RANGE PLAN FOR DEFENSE OF THE TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
26.1 COMNAVFORV 021252Z NOV69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE jt-1 

FOR BONNER, DILLON, JOHNSON, FAUL, SHANAHAN, BLAIR, SIPLE 
INFO BLOVIN, BAUMBERGER AND NICKERSON FROM ZUMWALT 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

VISIT OF ADM CLAREY, VCNO 

COMUSMACV 030041Z NOVS9 (C) EYES ONLY ~ _ "",t-SNJ4>1'II 

FOR NICKERSON FROM HANIFEN I f 
APPROVAL FOR MGEN WHEELER TO SUCCEED MGEN SIMPSON 

COMNAVFORV 040442Z NOV69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE ~-1 
FOR BRINGLE INFO NICKERSON AND BONNER FROM ZUMWALT 
VISIT OF ADM CLAREY 

COMNAVFORV 040550Z NOV69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE Op-~ 
FOR BONNER INFO NICKERSON FROM BAUMBERGER ~ 

MODIFICATION OF SCHEDULE OF VADM BAUMBERGER 

CG XXIV CORPS 050114Z NOV69 (U~EYES ONLY 
FOR ABRAMS INFO NICKERSO~ROM ZAIS 
AVAILABILITY OF MGEN WHEELER FOR ASG TO 1ST MARDIV 

COMSEVENTHFLT OSOlS8Z NOV69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE ~-~ 
FOR ZUMWALT INFO NICKERSON AND BONNER FROM BRI~GLE 
VISIT OF ADM CLAREY 

32. COMUSMACV OS09S7Z NOV69 (S) EYES ONLY ~/:f'-1 
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND 
VISIT OF SIR ROBERT THOMPSON 

33. 8H8 8S1316iB H8Y&9 (W) 

34. 

35. 

4?8R NI8n~R88N FR8H HR: HRISH] 
j i:i:Q'iHPW1!S 

COMUSMACV 060207Z X~¥ NOV69 (C) ~~.f ~ 9dlhJ t &) 
FOR DOOLEY FROM MAJ SEYMOUR 
VISIT OF GEN ROSSON TO ICTZ 

COMUSMACV 060722Z NOV69 (C) EYES ONLY Cj,-""'-;-$/:c<'<,,,, 
FOR NICKERSON FROM ROSSON /' 
FOLLOW UP ACTION ON INSPECTION OF QUANG TRI PROVINCE 

36. COMUSMACV 061721Z NOV69 tcl EYES ONLY CJb·-4 
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND /v 
NOVEMBER COMMANDER'S WIEU 

37. COMUSMACV 070115Z NOV69 (S) EYES ONLY it-4 
FOR NICKERSON FROM ABRAMS 
SPECULATION IN PRESS RESULT OF PRESIDENT'S 3 NOV SPEECH 

38. e:eHlfftwe!H 81811Of!I u8v69 (WI PBR88Hi\:& 
f'8R UHmilR8811 jI Uii jj 8ICIi:i'i i'il8U BUHUi iLT 
]h12Rnnll 88RP8 BHrfHsshtJ UB881!18i1 \ 

DECLASSIFIED 

\ ' 

e 

DECLASSIFIED

COMNAVFORV 021252Z NOV69 (s) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE26. go- 4
FOR BONNER, DILLON, JOHNSON, FAUL, SHANAHAN, BLAIR, SIPLE
INFO BLOVIN, BAUMBERGER AND NICKERSON FROM ZUMWALT
VISIT OF ADM CLAREY, VCNO

COMUSMACV 030041Z NOVB9 (C) EYES ONLY
group

not shown27.
FOR NICKERSON FROM HANIFEN
APPROVAL FOR MGEN WHEELER TO SUCCEED MGEN SIMPSON

go-4COMNAVFORV 040442Z NOV69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE28.
FOR BRINGLE INFO NICKERSON AND BONNER FROM ZUMWALT
VISIT OF ADM CLAREY

go-4
COMNAVFORV 040550Z NOV69 (s) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE29.

FOR BONNER INFO NICKERSON FROM BAUMBERGER
MODIFICATION OF SCHEDULE OF VADM BAUMBERGER

CG XXIV CORPS 050114Z NOV69 (U) EYES ONLY30.
FOR ABRAMS INFO NICKERSON FROM ZAIS
AVAILABILITY OF MGEN WHEELER FOR ASG TO 1ST MARDIV

COMSEVENTHFLT 050158Z NOV69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE yp-431.
FOR ZUMWALT INFO NICKERSON AND BONNER FROM BRINGLE
VISIT OF ADM CLAREY

COMUSMACV 050957Z NOV69 (S) EYES ONLY
gp-4

32.
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND
VISIT OF SIR ROBERT THOMPSON

CMC 0510168 NOV60 (U)33.
FOR NICKERSON FROM

COMUSMACV 060207Z XXX NOV69 (C)
Regraded

9,100034.
FOR DOOLEY FROM MAJ SEYMOUR
VISIT OF GEN ROSSON TO ICTZ

35. (C) ONLY - not shownCOMUSMACV 060722Z NOV69 EYES
FOR NICKERSON FROM ROSSON
FOLLOW UP ACTION ON INSPECTION OF QUANG TRI PROVINCE

gp-4
COMUSMACV 061721Z NOV69 (C) EYES ONLY36.

FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND
NOVEMBER COMMANDER'S WIEU

gp-4
COMUSMACV 070115Z NOV69 (s) EYES ONLY37.

FOR NICKERSON FROM ABRAMS
SPECULATION IN PRESS RESULT OF PRESIDENT'S 3 NOV SPEECH

COMMANT ORV 0701432 NOV60 (U) PERSONAL30.
FROMJACKILKAANDFOR NICKERSON

CORPO MUSCACEBIRTHDAYMARINE

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

--;:- - - -...- ~ 

• • 
14. CG FMFPAC 040211Z NOV69 (TS) PERSONAL FOR MCEO 6Y?~;t 

FOR NICKERSON FROM BUSE 
RIF - AMALGAMATION PLAN 

15. CMC 041947ZNOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO Cy>_J 
FOR BUSE INFO mmCKERSON FROM CHAPMAN / 
FORCE PLANNING 

16.' CG FMFPAC O.62102Z NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE r;r-y 
FOR NICKERSON FROM BUSE 
ANTICIPATION THAT PRESIDENT'S SPEECH WILL CAUSE 
REFUTATION OF REMARKS BY PRESS 

17. CG FMFPAC 080043Z NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE rir-/ 
FOR CHAPMAN INFO NffiCKERSON FROM BUSE 
FORCE PLANNING 

18./ COMUSMACV 121456Z NOV69 (TS) SENSITIVE EYES ONLY t;f-j' 
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

FORCE PLANNING 

CMC 141249Z NOV69 (TS) PERSONAL MCEO @-1'-3 
FOR BUSE INFO mmCKERSON FROM CHAPMAN 
RIF - AMALGAMATION 

COMUSMACV 151331Z NOV69 (TS) EYES ONLY G 7>-i 
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND 
PERSONNEL ADJUSTMENTS RELATED TO THE AMALGAMATION 

CG FMFPAC 180225Z NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO G- ,.-1 
FOR CHAPMAN INFO NICKERSON FROM BUSE 
FORCE PLANNING 

CG FMFPAC 192236Z NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCBO G ?-i 
FOR NICKERSON FROM BOSE 
FORCE PLANNING 

... CG FMFPAC 212003Z NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO G f-~ 
FOR NICKERSON FROM BUSE 
FORCE PLANNING AND PERSONNEL REQUIREMENTS 

CG FMFPAC 221916Z NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE ff-~ 
FOR LTGEN NICKERSON FROM LTGEN BUSE 
ARMY ASSUMPTION ON COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT IN ICTZ 

25.' CGFMFPAC 252141Z NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO GP-jI 
FOR NICKERSON FROM BUSE 
FORCE PLANNING 

DECLASSIFIED 

" 
DECLASSIFIED

CG FMFPAC 040211Z NOV69 (TS) PERSONAL FOR MCEO GP4
14.

FOR NICKERSON FROM BUSE
RIF - AMALGAMATION PLAN

CMC 041947Z NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
GP-4

15.
FOR BUSE INFO NECKERSON FROM CHAPMAN
FORCE PLANNING

CG FMFPAC 062102Z NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
GP-4

16.
FOR NICKERSON FROM BUSE
ANTICIPATION THAT PRESIDENT'S SPEECH WILL CAUSE
REFUTATION OF REMARKS BY PRESS

CG FMFPAC 0800432 NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE GP-417.
FOR CHAPMAN INFO NICKERSON FROM BUSE
FORCE PLANNING

GP-4COMUSMACV 121456Z NOV69 (TS) SENSITIVE EYES ONLY18
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND
FORCE PLANNING

CMC 141249Z NOV69 (TS) PERSONAL MCEO GP-319.
FOR BUSE INFO NICKERSON FROM CHAPMAN
RIF - AMALGAMATION

COMUSMACV 151331Z NOV69 (TS) EYES ONLY GP-420.
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND
PERSONNEL ADJUSTMENTS RELATED TO THE AMALGAMATION

CG (TS) MCEO GP-4FMFPAC 180225Z NOV69 SPECAT EXCLUSIVE21.
FOR CHAPMAN INFO NICKERSON FROM BUSE
FORCE PLANNING

CG FMFPAC 1922362 NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO GP-422.
FOR NICKERSON FROM BUSE
FORCE PLANNING

GP-423. :- CG FMFPAC 212003Z NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO
FOR NICKERSON FROM BUSE
FORCE PLANNING AND PERSONNEL REQUIREMENTS

24. CG FMFPAC 2219162 NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE GP-4
FOR LTGEN NICKERSON FROM LTGEN BUSE
ARMY ASSUMPTION ON COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT IN ICTZ

CGFMFPAC 252141Z NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO GP-425.
FOR NICKERSON FROM BUSE
FORCE PLANNING

DECLASSIFIED



• 
DECLASSIFIED 

,,-- .~ .---

'. ..6--
> • 

aQ ilillPillk1'ilU 07963 as Uiuce (iI) iiliiii iULY 
'Pili NlilKPiiOlJ PiilH 'i'OIililSmm 

}TTSTT OF DB TapITS ])IP BEETlE 

40. COMUSMACV 070830Z NOV69 (C) EYES ONLY ~-1 
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND 

41" 

42. 

H. 

45. 

ATTACK ON FSB ST. GEORGE 

CMC 062329Z NOV69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO 
A6 FORCE LEVELS 

CMC 071535Z NOV69 (Uj;PERSONAL 
FOR BUSE INFO NICKERSON FROM CHAPMAN 
LOM AWARD OF BGEN LEE, DONG HO, ROKMC 

1!II IfP Hit' ZlOH nm.n 88889H1 U8ve9 (8) FilIiR88liM 
o It'!!! OP e~H H!!l!!lR T8 HITB 
peR llIlH!IIR8tm lUF8 TQUU8il1lfl FR811 BfUnii.M 

ItA! 6 0131110 f! ueve 9 (V) ilItFilI8 iUiliY 
peR HHHUHUiJiU PiiliU ilUI'Wk 
!'II!! U!!l1 @HRIBTY flIHBTR13JsB > 

CG FIRST MAW 091930Z NOV69 (S) MCEO ~-1 
A-6 FORCE LEVEL /' 

t 6. @@J FIRBT HMUHV 18 8i! a 58 UeVg9 (V)' 

47. 

48. 

49. 

PiR UnHtiliU,ill i'iRQU QIUPQill1 
}fiRs lSB TIlV@ 8ltN fIiRiRH\\lI5 HI Hh8HHHfF8H I@ 

CMC 101918Z NOV69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 7U~;j- "I 
FOR BUSE INFO NICKERSON FROM CHAPMAN 
DEPSECDEF (MR. PACKARD) VISIT TO WESTPAC (C) 

CG FMFPAC 110019Z NOV69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO ~~_¥ 
FOR NICKERSON FROM BUSE V ~ 
DEPSECDEF (MR. PACKARD) VISIT TO WESTPAC (c) 

CG AMERICAN DIV 13030SZ NOV69 (s) EYES ONLY 'i-P--1 
FOR NICKERSON FROM COOKSEY #' 
VISIT OF SIR ROBERT THOMPSON 

50.' CG XXIV CORPS 130902Z NOV69 (S) EYES ONLY 'Jp-L} 
FOR NICKERSON FROM ZAIS !v 
VISIT OF SIR ROBERT THOMPSON 

DECLASSIFIED 

/ .. 
DECLASSIFIED

COMUGINAV 0706345 NOVED (c) DVDC ONLY
LION NTOWEDCON FROM
VICTI OF DD WITHT AND DADOV

40. COMUSMACV 070830Z NOV69 (C) EYES ONLY
group-4FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND

ATTACK ON FSB ST. GEORGE

41 CMC 062329Z NOV69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO
group

shown
A6 FORCE LEVELS

42. CMC 071535Z NOV69 (U) PERSONAL
FOR BUSE INFO NICKERSON FROM CHAPMAN
LOM AWARD OF BGEN LEE, DONG HO, ROKMC

7TH AT TAN SON NHUT 0000370 NOV69 (U) PERSONAL
VIDEI OF GDN MONTER TO TOTO
FOR NICKERSON TOINDEND FROM BROWN

0011108 NOV60 (U) EVES ONLY
FOR NICKERSON FROM SMITH
THE NEW CHRISTY MINOTROLO

FIRST MAW 091930Z NOV69 (S) MCEO
go-4

45. CG
A-6 FORCE LEVEL

16. CC PIROT MARDIV 1002458 NOV69 (U)
FOR NICKERSON FROM CIMDSON
MR LD THUC CAN ARRIVAL DO

47. CMC 101918Z NOV69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
group-4FOR BUSE INFO NICKERSON FROM CHAPMAN

DEPSECDEF (MR. PACKARD) VISIT TO WESTPAC (C)

48. CG FMFPAC SPECAT110019Z NOV69 (S) EXCLUSIVE MCEO
group-4FOR NICKERSON FROM BUSE

DEPSECDEF (MR. PACKARD) VISIT TO WESTPAC (C)

49.
gp-4

CG AMERICAN DIV 130305Z NOV69 (s) EYES ONLY
FOR NICKERSON FROM COOKSEY
VISIT OF SIR ROBERT THOMPSON

gp-4
50. CG XXIV CORPS 130902Z NOV69 (S) EYES ONLY

FOR NICKERSON FROM ZAIS
VISIT OF SIR ROBERT THOMPSON

DECLASSIFIED



• 
DECLASSIFIED 

• • • 
1. CG FMFPAC 131949Z NOV69 (S) PERSONAL r?J---«'f-4 

FOR NICKERSON FROM BUSE ~ 
BUTLER BUILDINGS 

2. COMUSMACV 140407Z NOV69 (C) EYES ONLY ~-~ 
FOR NICKERSON INFO MILDREN AND ZAIS FROM TOWNSEND 
ARMY COLONEL REPLACEMENT FOR COL CANTON 

3. OOMNAVFORV 141040Z NOV69 (C) PERSONAL ~-~ 
FOR NICKERSON FROM ZUMWALT ~ ~ 
SCHEDULE FOR DEP SECDEF PACKARD 

.. • 99Hf!1hiRliHV 'illl"iiii 1 'iU: Q Q 11 (u) J 

P8R S~~~~¥ ~~QM CAPT MCINNIS 
q1ge],l!I~'iI HJilJI'ili'1'lSEQiH ~Q;Q iliPWGH 3D N0l7 J 969 

5, COMUSMACV!151353Z NOV69 (S) EYES ONLY ~~-~ 
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND JV 
PSYOP RESOURCES MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENT (U) 

6. COMUSMACV 160305Z NOV69 (C) EYES DNLY ~f--1-
FOR NICKERSON FROM ABRAMS 
SERIOUS INCIDENT REPORTS WITH RACIAL OVERTONES-

7 • ' COMUSMACV 161058Z NOV69 (C) EYES ONLY t;fp-4 
F,oR NICKERSON FROM SMITH (JIJ 
RACIAL DISHARMONY 

8.-' CG XXIV CORPS 161130Z NOV69 (C) EYES ONLY 11/4.<...1' - r>'OTS)."w,v 

FOR NICKERSON FROM ZAIS # I 
RECENT ACTION BY THE 1/5TH MECH BRIGADE NEAR THE DMZ 

9.', CMC 172138 Z NOV69 (S) PERSONAL MCEO 'j~Pf"- 1-
FOR BUSE, NICKERSON AND WALT FROM CHAPMAN 
SECDEF VIEWS CONCERNING DISCUSSIONS ON WITHDRAWALS 

., 18. 88 W8AlW iliillli liH1ilDR DIQU69 (IJ) 
P~iR: iUJiliiKi!iiR";QT!J i'iil~U IHJsliium 

...... 9pERAT1oN BaITY J 96 9 

,J CG FD4EPDG J02lQ'? bIOITfiill (TI)I 

l?8iR: lHiillijiliil:ii8Dl i'iHii'1f FUfiE 
'UQQili1t'I6ilJl 'iPiE~)l Qi' ~iil12ililii i'8il gJl PSIi' 1kanl BEIlin PSW('R 

tE. 

lit eW%SIVlACv 2IIl1~!l H@v69 tf,!!1) il¥ili Qlial( ...;.. 

Hf1\filfu5G'fv iNG GJiSII UP COi¢S 1ft O!l! I@ Hg~Hi!\ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
DECLASSIFIED

4CG FMFPAC 131949Z NOV69 (S) PERSONAL
group-4

-1.
FOR NICKERSON FROM BUSE
BUTLER BUILDINGS

Gp-4COMUSMACV 140407Z NOV69 (C) EYES ONLY2.
FOR NICKERSON INFO MILDREN AND ZAIS FROM TOWNSEND
ARMY COLONEL REPLACEMENT FOR COL CANTON

COMNAVFORV 141040Z (C)
group-4

NOV69 PERSONAL3.
FOR NICKERSON FROM ZUMWALT
SCHEDULE FOR DEP SECDEF PACKARD

COMCARDIV MUDER 1414007 (U)
FOR DOOLEY FROM CART MCINNIS
Secure INITIANION FOR TUNCH 20 NOV 1969

151353Z NOV69 (S) EYES ONLY
gp-4

COMUSMACV5.
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND
PSYOP RESOURCES MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENT (U)

COMUSMACV 160305Z NOV69 (C) EYES DNLY
Group-46.

FOR NICKERSON FROM ABRAMS
SERIOUS INCIDENT REPORTS WITH RACIAL OVERTONES

gp-4
COMUSMACV 161058Z NOV69 (C)EYES ONLY7.

FOR NICKERSON FROM SMITH
RACIAL DISHARMONY

CG XXIV CORPS 161130Z NOV69 (C) EYES ONLY
group

otshown8.
FOR NICKERSON FROM ZAIS
RECENT ACTION BY THE 1/5TH MECH BRIGADE NEAR THE DMZ

group-4CMC 172138Z NOV69 (S) PERSONAL MCEO9.
FOR BUSE, NICKERSON AND WALT FROM CHAPMAN
SECDEF VIEWS CONCERNING DISCUSSIONS ON WITHDRAWALS

ce UCARV LDN 1914207 (II)10.
FOR NICKERCON FROM MILDREN
OPERATION HOLLY 1969

CC EMERAC 1021017 NOV60 (II)11
FOR NICKERSON FROM DUCE
LODIPICATION OF ORDERS FOR CART USMCR

CC PMFPAC 2021302 NOV69 (U)12.
FOR NICKERSON FROM DUCE
RECOMMENDATION FOR LOM, CASE OF LIGEN TAM HOANG

12 COMUSMACV 2111192 NOV69 (C) EVES ONLY
REKERSON FROM TOWNSENDFOR

IATIRSGIVIIG VISIT OF WIVES TO 10T2

DECLASSIFIED



; 

DECLASSIFIED 

\~. 

26. _ CMC 262031Z NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO G f-1 
FOR BUSE INFO NICKERSON FROM CHAPMAN 
FORCE PLANNING 

27. MACV 270915Z NOV (TS) EYES ONLY G F- i 
FOR NICKERSON INFO ZIAS FROM TOWNSEND 
VIETNAMIZATION - RVNAF I&M ASPECTS FOR RELATED US PLANNING 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

GP-426. CMC 262031Z NOV69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO
FOR BUSE INFO NICKERSON FROM CHAPMAN
FORCE PLANNING

GP-427. MACV 270915Z NOV (TS) EYES ONLY
FOR NICKERSON INFO ZIAS FROM TOWNSEND
VIETNAMIZATION - RVNAF I &M ASPECTS FOR RELATED US PLANNING

DECLASSIFIED



14. 

15. 

16. 

17,; 

18. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
COMUSMACV 230638Z NOV69 (~EYES ONLY 

FOR NICKERSON FROM CO!BY 
PSA QUANG NBAI 

eeflM~!",,"eo 2!11828f'1 UeY6~ (", EYES 8U!!iT 
iI?~~ BHiI4ii11U;giU i'~gU ,*,OI'TtJSENP 

• 

on VUl ITS, RE@RfiI'f i\!i1l lUi 8UWiillliil iii PilED 

COMUSMACV 231101Z NOV69 (C) EYES ONLY 
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND 
COL STEPHENSON IS ACCEPTABLE 

COMUSMACV 231427z NOV69 (C) ~- f'ldsAc""", 
FOR SHEDD INFO NICKERSON FRO~ S~YMOUR 
VISIT OF DEPCOMUSMACV TO ICTZ 

CG XXIV CORPS 240409Z NOV69 (C) ~--1 
FOR SEYMOUR TO DOOLEY FROM SHEbD v 

• 

PROPOSED ITINERARY FOR VISIT OF DEPCOMUSMACV TO XXIV CORPS AO 

20. 

21. 

ee~tSE!'ilEI!'fnp:B' 2 .t118 £ 21 uev 69 (8 ) 
FOP NICKERSQN FPona PETtICTE 
ATTFNDBWF i1Qii l~iQlNnJQ iiiaiEti i'8il: i7U8Y6B 

COMUSMACV 241404Z NOV69 (Ul-EYES ONLY 
FOR NICKERSON FROM TowNsEND 
PACIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT SEMINARS 

.. FQjjj;I 1!ni'll1I4ii1.Hi90IJ il?il:~)!1 lQiRi1iiliilil ltiU8 
lli&is@WUi!lll'!:'S 

22. COMUSMACV 260722Z NOV69 (9) EYES ONLY r</I-,>,.f S),aw,>' 

FOR NICKERSON FROM ABRAMS 
VISIT OF ABRAMS 

23. COMUSMACV 261115Z NOV69 (S) EYES ONLY q~.- riof~"J 
FOR DOOLEY FROM ANDERSON ~ f 

24. 

25. 

DATES FOR VISIT 

CIS USARV 261230Z NOV69 eC) EYES ONLY qtp-cl~f ').0.....,'" 

FOR DOOLEY FROM MABRY j 
TRANSITIONAL FORCE STATIONING 

MAUV 270240Z NOV69 tQ} EYES ONLY 
FOR NICKERSON FRnM TOWNSEND 
PRESS RELEASE BY REUTERS 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

COMUSMACV 230638Z NOV69 (U)EYES ONLY14.
FOR NICKERSON FROM COLBY
PSA QUANG NBAI

15. COMUSMACT 2310202 NOV69 (U) EYEO ONLY
FOR NICKERCON FROM MOLNCRAD
VII VICITS, RECRET ANY INCONVIENCE CAUSED

group-4
COMUSMACV 231101Z NOV69 (C) EYES ONLY16.

FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND
COL STEPHENSON IS ACCEPTABLE

Group-not shownCOMUSMACV 231427Z NOV69 (C)17.
FOR SHEDD INFO NICKERSON FROM SEYMOUR
VISIT OF DEPCOMUSMACV TO ICTZ

CG XXIV CORPS 240409Z NOV69 (C) group 418.
FOR SEYMOUR TO DOOLEY FROM SHEDD
PROPOSED ITINERARY FOR VISIT OF DEPCOMUSMACV TO XXIV CORPS AO

19. COMSEVENTHIP ET241102Z NOV69 (C)
FOD IICKERSON FROM DRINCIE
AMIIENDANCE FOR WORKING DDIED POR 07NOV69

COMUSMACV 241404Z NOV69 (U) EYES ONLY20.
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND
PACIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT SEMINARS

21. MARPINOBN (U) PERSONAL 2516167 NOVED
FOR NICKERSON FROM MARPINOEN MONO
ALLOTMENTS

COMUSMACV 2607222 NOV69 (S) EYES ONLY
grang-not

shown22.
FOR NICKERSON FROM ABRAMS
VISIT OF ABRAMS

COMUSMACV 261115Z NOV69 (s) EYES ONLY
group

- not shown23.
FOR DOOLEY FROM ANDERSON
DATES FOR VISIT

group
shownC/S USARV 261230Z NOV69 (C) EYES ONLY24.

FOR DOOLEY FROM MABRY
TRANSITIONAL FORCE STATIONING

25. MAGV 270240Z NOV69 (U) EYES ONLY
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND
PRESS RELEASE BY REUTERS

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

21. CG AMERICAL DIV 271124Z NOV69 (C) EYES ONLY ~<'I'_",otsA",a"v 
FOR NIC~ERSON FROM RAMSEY 7 
NEWS RELEASE BY NEALE 

1mf a fiilQUailViiili'lIj'lsi' iii? 1 as dIiii UQVi (i (fii1) 
peR Hlfii1~FPSQN FROM BPTNGT$ 
iIr'f'fi!UB HElRNIlli iiiiliili' 2P 2 ANGU 6 9 

28. COMUSMACV 290308Z NOV69 (S) EYES ONLY ~f-~~f~~0~ 
, FOR DOOLEY FROM ANDERSON 

VISIT BY COMUSMACV 

~9. 88 PJWPA8 2lS1S~68 HElY'S (W) 
peR UU;nJilAaQll} j'AQ)I[ IWiil 
IliFe ei} .iliI T Dna I SAWARD 

30. COMNAVFORV 300244Z NOV69 SPECAT EXCLUSIVE ~-1 
FOR NICKERSON INFO DILLON FROM ZUMWALT 
PROPOSED REDUCTION OF SEABEE BATTALIONS IN ICTZ 

'91. 88H813V13NTIIP!sT e8QH7Q u: llQIIiQ (Y) 
PQA MiiEfii1~li1:R.QW PlaQId .,laIWqr E 
IHHU13R HIUI~iI 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

26, CG AMERICAL DIV 271124Z NOV69 (C) EYES ONLY
group.

-

FOR NICKERSON FROM RAMSEY
NEWS RELEASE BY NEALE

29 COMSEVENTUPLD 2714548 NOVED (C)
FOR NICKERSON FROM BRINGLE
ATTEND MORNING PRIDE OF 20NOV69

COMUSMACV 290308Z NOV69 (s) EYES ONLY
group-Not

shown28.
FOR DOOLEY FROM ANDERSON
VISIT BY COMUSMACV

ee PMPDAC 2919358 NOV69 (U)29
FOR NICKERSON FROM DUCE
INPO ON CEN IAMIS AWARD

group-4COMNAVFORV 300244Z NOV69 SPECAT EXCLUSIVE30.
FOR NICKERSON INFO DILLON FROM ZUMWALT
PROPOSED REDUCTION OF SEABEE BATTALIONS IN ICTZ

COMSEVENTHELT 30087048 NOUCO (U)91
FOR NICKERSON FROM PRINCIE
DINNER TNUTME

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
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1. (S) 8'<;\)F;R~,L TRn'J";3 '-lAS DEVELG?~i) A L():'::G RA\ ~ ?LA'l FOR lS7~~lS:C 
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FM LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS
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ZEM
SECRET LIMDIS PH3 3223 EYES ONLY

RECEIVE
1. (S) GENERAL TRUONG HAS DEVELOPED A LONG RANGE PLAN FOR DEFENSE
OF THE TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES. AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF GENERAL

1 NOVTRYONG'S PLAN IS THE DEVELOPMENT OF A PERMANENT FSB WEST OF HUE
ALONG THE TACTICAL LOC. THIS FSB (YD 6523), CALLED T- BONE, WOULD
DEFEND HUE JUST AS CAMP CARROLL DEFENDS nL-9, MAI LOC, AND CA" LO
IN WESTERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE.

(S) WORK IS SCHEDULED TO START UPON FS3 T-BONE AS SOON AS CA2.
1011CARROLL IS COMPLETED (12 - 15 MOV 59). I CONSIDER GENERAL TRUONG'S

REQUEST TO BE AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE VIETNAM-
IZATION OF THE WAR AS WELL AS TO THE LONG RANGE PLANS FOR DEFENSE
OF THE HUE AREA. THE CONSTRUCTION AND OCCUPATION OF FSB T- DONE
ALSO WILL FACILITATE COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE 1ST ARVN DIVISION FRO
ITS HEADOMARTERS IN HUE TO THE A SHAW VALLEY AND TO THE WESTERN
REACHES OF QUANG TRI PROVINCE.
3. (S) I ASv YOUR SUPPORT OF GENERAL TRUONG'S PLANS IN DISCUSSIONS
WITH GENERAL LAM AND OTHER KEY VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS - PARTICULARLY
TO SECURE APPR

OVAL OF REQUESTS FOR CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS ON A

TIMELY BASIS.
WARMEST REGARDS.

COPIESOFCOPY 2SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANS ONLY
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SECRET

P 0212522 ZFF-3
FMCONNAVORV
TO COMMAYSUPPACT DANANG
COMTHIRDACE
OFPC RUN
COMRIVATFLOT FIVE
CONCOSFLOT ONE
CTG ONE NINE FOUR PT SEVEN
CONNAVSUPPACT SAIGON
INFO CINCPACFLT

CNO
BT
SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR RADM BONNER, RADM DILLON, RADM
JOHNSON. CAPT FAUL, CAPT SHANAHAN. CAPT 3LAIR. CAPT SIPLE INFO
VADM BLOVIN, VADM SAUMBERGER AND LGEN NICKERSON FROM ZUMWALT
VISIT BY ADM CLAREY (C)
Ao TELECON ADM CLAREY TO ZUMWALT 1 NOV 69
1. (C) IAW REFERENCE A ADM CLAREY. VCNO IS TENTATIVELY PLANNING
TO VISIT RVN DURING THE APPROXIMATE DATES OF 6-18 NOVEMBER. I
ANTICIPATE CONFIRMATION A NOVEMBER OFFICIAL CLEARANCES AND
NOFIFICATION TO FOLLOW.
2. (S) PURPOSE OF THE VISIT IS TO GET A I ON SCENE VIEW OF CURRENT
VIETNAMIZATION PLANS, PROGRESS, PROBLEM AREAS, AND TO MAKE A
SURVEY OF THE FEASIBILITY OF AND NEED FOR BOTH EXPANDING AND
EXPEDITING THIS PROGRAM. HE DESIRES FIRST HAND INFORMATION ON VNN
TRAINING (OFFICER AND FILISTED) MILCON REQUIREMENTS, AND FUTURE
LOGISTIC AND SUPPLY SYSTEMS: HE ALSO WANTS INFORMATION ON REMAININGCRAFT SKED IN ACTOV PROGRAM AND INFO ON SPECIFIC ADDITIONAL GRAFT
RECOMMENDED FOR TURNOVER TO VNN.
30 (S) HE WILL SPEND 1 DAY IN THE DANANG AREA. IN ADDITION TO PARA 2
ABOVE HE ALSO SPECIFICALLY DESIRES IN DANANG TO REVIEW:
Aor RETROGRADE PROBLEMS FOR BOTH CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS AND SUPPLY-
MATERIALS. NSA Seateers SY
B. SHIPP NC PROBLEMS AND ASSETS RELATIVE TO ABOVE RETROGRADE
ACTIONS, BOTH AMPHIBIOUS AND MSTS. NSA 1gyTCo ICTZ SPACE R&U SUPPORT AND COMMON. SUPPORT:

NSA(1) PRESNT STATUS AND PROBLEMS.
82) STATUS OF POINT PLANNING FOR TURNOVER TO ARMY.
(3) RECOMMENDED ACTIONS NECESSARY TO EXPEDITE TURNOVER.

4. (S) DURING THIS VISIT THE VCNO WILL BE BRIEFED FACTUALLY AND
ACCURATELY ON OUR STATUS. PROBLEMS AS WELL AS PRGRESS, AND THE
OUTLOOK.

always?
PAGE OF PAGES

Dont

SECRET3111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) COPY OF COPIES
# 5L

DECLASSIFIED
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SECRET

50 (C) BRIEFING GUIDANCE:
A. TO MAXIMIZE THE BRIEF TIME AVAILABLE AND PERMIT WIDES TRAVELS
AND EXPOSURE, ADM CLAREY'S BRIEFING SCHEDULE AND OUTLINE OF
MINIMUM CONTENT WILL BE COORDINATED BY COMNAVFORV TO ASSURE THAT
ALL SUBSTANTIVE AREAS ARE COVERED WITHOUT DUPLICATION.
THEREFORE, ACTION ADDEES ARE REQUESTED TO REVIEW THE FOREGOING
PRUPOSE/CUIDANCE FOR THE VISIT AND SUBHIT TOP OUTLINE FOR DRIEFS
INTENDED NLI 032400H NOVEMBER.
30 COMMAND OVERVIEW BRIEFS WILL BE GIVEN BY COMNAVFORV IN SAIGOK
AND ARE NOT NEEDED IN THE FIELD. BRIEFS MUST AS A MINUMUM ADDRESS
SUBJECTS PARA 2 AND 3 ABOVE, PLUS-SUBJECT OF PARA 6 SELOW.

PIECE COPIES OF POINT PAPERS CONTAINING ALL ITEMS GRIEFEDthe
ARE TO BE PROVIDED TO COMNAVFORV AIDE ON ARRIVAL OF PARTY AT EACH
STOP.
Do POST-BRIEFING MESSAGE SUMMARY OF ANY ADDED ITEMS OF SIGNIFICANCE
DISCUSSED WILL SE SENT TO COMNAVFORV WITHIN 12 HOURS AFTER VISIT.
NEGATIVE REPORTS RECUIRED.
So (5) SCHEDULE AT THIS TIME IS HIGHLY TENTATIVE, BUT ADDEES
SHOULD PLAN ON THE FOLLOWING POSSIBILITIES AS PLACES TO BE VISITED
(NOT IN PLANNED SEQUENCE) AND KEY SUBJECT AREAS
Ao AN THOIS BASE DEVELOPMENT: VNN DEPENDENTS HOUSING: SUPPLY
ASPECTS; OPERATIONS.
B6 BEN LUC: POINT BASE: UNN DEPENDENTS HOUSING; EVALUATION OF
VNN COMBAT PERFORMANCE.
Co MY THO: BASE DEVELOPMENTS VNN SUPPLY; PDR BASE.
Do DONG TAM: BASE DEVELOPMENT AND TURNOVER PROBLEMS LESSONS LEARNED:
VNN ATF OPERATIONS AND STATUS.
E. CAM RANH BAYS UNN TRAINING (HTC); PGF ACIOV VMN PCF OPERATIONS
EVALUATION VKN SHELTER PROGRAMS (BOTH NTC AND MARKET TIME).
Fo NHA TRANG: PNN OFFICER AND-ENLISTED TRAINING (NIC AND VN NAVAL
ACADAMYOD
Go QUI NHON: VNN CSC OPERATIONS ; VNN SHELTER PROGRAM: MARKET
TIME VNN BASE OPERATIONS.
Ko SEAFLOAT/SOLID ANCHOR & COMBINED BASE/OPERATION: BASE
DEVELOPMENT: PACIFICATION.
Io TEAN HUNG DAOZVINK TE BARRIER: COMBINED COMBAI OPERATIONS:
ADVANCED IACTICAL LOG SUPPORT PROBLEMS; NEW TACTICS.
do THUY NHON SENSOR PROGRAM.
Ko DANANG: IAW PARA 2 AND 3 ABOVE.
Lo SAIGON:
818 CALLS: COMESMACV: AMEMB, CNO-VNN.
(2) BRIEFS:
(A) MACV: CORDS/PACIFICATION
(3) COMNAVFORYS OFERATIONS-INTEL: OVERVIEW AND UPDATE; ACTOVE;

ACTOV-X: ACTOVLOG.
138 TOURS: SAIGON NAVY SHIPYARD; NAVY SUPPLY CENTER: BOAT

SCHOOL, NAVY TRAINING CENTER: LANGUAGE SCHOOL
To (C) CODE WOCRD TO BE ASSIGNED FOR THIS VESIT WILL REEACON STREET
8. CUP FIRM SCHEDULE WILL BE PROMULGATED EARLIEST MOVE OUT
WARM RECARDS.
CP-4

PAGE 2OF PAGESBT
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#26

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

'*, - .• 

."- HUOOITERS, I 
" MARINE A HIBIOOS f E' . 
L 

ROUTE 

. blS Pan ION I 

o Aet&1a tor _MIltM. 

a tJestror attn rwUac. 

Retuna tw~' ret_tt_. 

s..tt.- 51 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS

il MARINE AMP HIBIOUS FORCE
CONFIDENTIAL III MAr FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
COL HANIFEN as MACV SAIGON as NOV 69X . ORIGINATOR

A -- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C -- COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE

o 036412 NOV 691 -
-
INFORMATION 2S SIGNATURE COPIES RECDOFCOPY NO.

SUBJECTDATE
ROUTE CODESECTION INITIAL

CONF IDENTIAL MAC 14239 EYES ONLYOUTIN

NFNN.ICG

BB
IDCG

Was seenC/S REMARKSI

up
11/3

DC/S I
DISPOSITION,DCS PLANS

DEPCORDS
months.Retain forDSA ICTZ

11/3 any
S/S

X Destroy after routing.G-1
G-2 Return for permanent retestion.
G-3
G-4 SignatureSection
G-5
G-6
ADJ

my
amnotAWARDS

CAP
wl sunCHAP

said aboutCIB
COMP

, 5 DEcamber-DENT
ENGR

2 will prepare
FOODS
FSEO

message passing
HQ CMDT

this message
INSP
MTO

to sun BuseNJA

and
upen

DOOPANAL
ORD

15 December
PMO

POSTAL
omment-PROTO

PSYOPS No
problemRDT E

anticipated
REPRO
SJA

JumSPL SERV
onSUPPLY

lane to
FORMED O

SEC
3 daysTCC

DSGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) #27

DECLASSIFIED



,--, ~, ., 
i 

o 300041Z ZYH--ZF'F-4 Z'''1''-.1 
FM ·tOL HANIF'EN SJS MACV SAIGON 
TO 38 DOOLEY COl'S III MAl" DANANG 
ZEt1 ' 

DECLASSIFIED 

CON F IDE N T I A L ~~C 14239 ~YES ONLY 

'--~ 

• 
----~-~--- --- ---- -- ---~ 

';J:: -:: 

1· THIS RES PONDS TO YOUR PHONE CONVERSAT ION 'HTH lit G TO";)uSE~lD, 
COl'S f1ACV, ON 1 NOVEt13ER 1969. <3 10,-. 
2· t1G TO':)NSEND HAS Pll"ORMED SEN p,8R~MS OF' Cc1C RE';)UEST FOR Cb ~(~~r_ F" 

COMUS('1ACV CONSI1)ERAT ION A.rm COW:;URRENCE ~ IN HAVING MG l,[HEELER ~v£D '<. --.-
SUCCEED MG SI)1PSON AS CG, 1ST M~RlJIV AF'lER Af1ALGAf!lATION O!' ~I 11b .... ".-&' .. . ~~\_ 
III r'1AY' AND XXIV COR?S H':)S. _3 ... ,,~..(\JI.- J 

3. GEN A3RAMS APPROVES TH!S SUCCESSIO~ OF MG W~EELER FOR MG ~ ~I I 

SI~1PSON. .;:::-. , 
4. 1.',I,lI,RM REGp.,RDS. ,.f 

st \' 
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING D~TY ~OURS 
100 
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0 03 004 Z ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-.1
FM COL HANIFEN SJS MACV SAIGON
TO 3G DOOLEY COFS III MAF DANANG
ZEM
C N F I D E N T IAL MAC 14239 EYES ONLY
1. THIS RESPONDS TO YOUR PHONE CONVERSATION WITH MG TOQUSEND,
COFS MACV, ON 1 NOVEMBER 1969. [10
2. MG TOWNSEND HAS INFORMED GEN ABRAMS OF CMC REQUEST FOR
COMUSMACV CONSIDERATION AND CONCURRENCE IN HAVING MG WHEELER

RECEIVEDSUCCEED MG SIMPSON AS CG, 1ST MARDIV AFTER AMALGAMATION OF
SENOVA.M.M.III MAF AND XXIV CORPS HaS.

3. GEN ABRAMS APPROVES THIS SUCCESSION OF MG WHEELER FOR MG
SIMPSON.
4. WARM REGARDS.

NITHE
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
199
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TIME FOR DISCUSSIONS WITH HIM IN VIEW OF HIS NOT BEING ABLE
TO COME TO YANKEE STATION.
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2. (TS) UPON REVIEW OF REF A CMC VOICED CONCERN OVER
TWO AREAS SHOULD ABE ACCEPT THE ZAIS POSITION THAT AN
ARMY LIGEN ASSUME COMMAND OF THE JOINT HEADQUARTERS.
THESE ARE:

A. WITH AN ARMY GENERAL IN COMMAND OUR AIR-
GROUND TEAM CONCEPT WOULD BE IN JEOPARDY. (MARINE WING
COMMANDED BY AN ARMY GENERAL).
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3. (TS) IN CONSIDERATION OF THE ABOVE, SUGGEST YOU
DEVELOP A RECLAMA POSITION FOR USE IN THE EVENT ABE

PAGE TWO RUHNFMA0432 T SECRET MCEO
AGREES WITH THE ZAIS POSITION. IN THIS CONNECTION WE
MUST PRESERVE OUR AIRR-GROUND TEAM. ADDITIONALLY
SOME MEANS MUST BE PROVIDED, IN THE FINAL MACV PLAN
ON THE SUBJECT, TO ENSURE THAT MARINE CORPS FORCES IN
RVN, AS A UNI-SERVICE FORCE, RETAIN DIRECT ACCESS TO
ABE OTHER THAN THROUGH NORMAL OPERATIONAL CHANNELS
TO ASSIST HIM IN DISCHARGING HIS RESPONSIBILITIES FOR
HIS COMPONENT MARINE FORCES AS SPECIFIED IN UNAAF .
4. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
0430
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PITTZYUW RUERHOA2150 3082335-TTT or RUNNEMA RAMMAFA.
ZNY TTTTT
PAC -I- MAF
P 0419472 NOV 69
FM CMC
TO RURHFMA/CG FMFPAC
INFO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
I 0 P SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY FOR
LIGEN BUSE, INFO LTGEN NICKERSON, FROM GEN CHAPMAN
FORCE PLANNING (U)
REF: (A) ADMIN FMFPAC 2819012 OCT 6S
1. (TS) REFERENCE A SURFACED TWO MACV PROPOSED OPTIONS CONCERNING
PHASE 3 REDEPLOYMENT OF 100,000 PERSONNEL DURING THE FIRST HALF
OF CY 70.
2. (IS) OF THE TWO OPTIONS PROPOSED BY: MACV PLANNERS, OPTION !
SHOULD BE TOTALLY REJECTED FOR THE REASONS CITED IN PARAGRAPH 4
BELOW. OPTION 2 IS CONSIDERED TO BE GENERALLY CONSISTENT WITH
OUR I-DAY PLANNING AND VIETNAMIZING THE WAR (NSSM-36).
3. (TS) OPTION 3 OFFERS A RADICALLY DIFRENT PRIORITY OF RE-
DEPLOYMENT OF GROUND FORCES FROM THAT CONTAINED IN NSSM-36. IN
EFFECT, IT CARRIES MARINE CORPS REDEPLOYMENTS COMPLETELY THROUGH
PHASE 6, THE FINAL PHASE; CONCURRENTLY, IT REMOVES ONLY THOSE

PAGE TWO RUEBHOA1132 I 0 P SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCE0
ARMY COMBAT UNITS SCHEDULED FOR REDEPLOYMENT IN PHASE 3, AND
PROVIDES FOR AN OVERALL ARMY REDEPLOYMENT 25 PERCENT SMALLER
THAN THAT ESTABLISHED IN PHASE 3. IN CONTRAST, OPTION 2 IS
CONSISTENT WITH A BALANCED EXECUTION OF NSSM-30 PHASES 3, 4,
AND 5 REDEPLOYMENTS OF USMC AND USA GROUND COMBAT FORCES. NO
RATIONALE IS AVAILABLE HERE TO JUSTIFY THE PREPARATION OF OPTION

! WHICH CONTRASTS SO DRASTICALLY WITH THE CAREFULLY DEVELOPED
AND THOROUGHLY STAFFED NSSM-36 PLAN.
4. (TS) IN EXAMINING THE ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES TO OPTION

i ARE HIGHLIGHTED:
A. CAUSES MASSIVE PERSONNEL TURBULENCE FORIPROTRACTED PERIOD.
B. COULD GENERATE DEMANDS FOR TOO-RAPID END-STRENGTH REDUCT-

IONS ADVERSELY AFFECTING READINESS.
C. COULD PLACE USMC, AS ONLY UNCOMMITTED SERVICE, LAST IN

LINE FOR INCREASINGLY SCARCE DEFENSE DOLLARS.
D. GENERATES TEMPORARY FACILITIES REQUIREMENTS.
E. CAUSES AIR BASING PROBLEMS
F. IN VIEW OF SCARCITY OF AMPHI3 LIFI, COULD PLACE FMF FORCES

IN GARRISON WITHOUT CAPABILITY FOR RAPID DEPLOYMENT.
G. RESULTS IN MASS RETROGRADE OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT WITH

PAGE / OF 2
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PAGE THREE RUEBHOA1130 TOP SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO
ATTENDANT STORAGE MAI INTENANCE /ACCOUNTABILITY PROBLEMS.

M. TERMINATES OPPORTUNITY FOR TRAINING, EXPERIENCE AND R&D
UNDER COMBAT CONDITIONS.
5. (IS) SHOULD THE OPTION ! PROPOSAL BE FLOATED FOR COMMENT,
WE SHOULD OPPOSE IT AT EVERY LEVEL. CINCPAC AND CINCPACFLT
SUPPORT SHOULD BE SOLICITED IF OPTION 1 IS PROPOSED OFFICIALLY
BY MACU.
1. (TS) WHILE OPTION 2 IS CONSIDERED GENERALLY CONSISTENT WITH
THE NSSM-36 PLAN, BELIEVE WE SHOULD LOOK INTO DESIRABILITY OF
ADDING AN APPROPRIATE AIR ELEMENT. IT APPEARS THAT MINIMUM OF
1 VMFA AND KMM COULD BE REDEPLOYED AT SAME TIME AS RLI-26.
7. (U) DETAILED PRESENTATION OF THE FOREGOING BEING FORWARDED
CUSTODY ADM CLARY'S AIDE ETA HICKAM 060130Z.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
1130
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°THE VIETNAMIZATION PLAN WAS LAUNCHED FOLLOWING SECRETARY 
LAIRD'S VISIT TO VIET~AM IN MARCHo U~DER THE PLAN. I ORDERED A 
SUBSTANTIAI~ INCREASE 101 THE TRIUNI!';Q--AND EQUXPMEWi OF' SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE FORCES. 

- 0 IN .JULY Sl O~\ MY VISIT TO VIET;\!{'H~, I CHtH~GEl) GE~ERAL t\BRANS 0 

~ o PAGE 2 RUHHFMA09 i 1 TOP SEC RET- .sPECAT EXCl.USIVE FOR 
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, / cor~MAND UNDERSTAND TH?\T WE ARE PUTTING PRIt1ARY eMPHASIS ON IMPROVING 
/ • SOUTH VIET~AMESE COMBAT CAPABILITIES 3Y MEANS OF ACCELERATING 
/ PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL AND f10DERN EQUIPMEhiI AND ADDITIONAL 
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TRAININGo I BELIEVE THAI THE GIST OF THE 1\10 QU :1rED PARI\GRAPHS OF 
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1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF ADM MCCAIN'S 060400Z/NOV69 (IS)
FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFO AND COMPLIANCE AS APPROPRIATE.
QUOTE:
10 IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH WILL EVOKE
EFFORTS BY THE NEWS MEDIA TO OBTAIN FROM MILITARY SOURCES,
PARTICULARLY UNIT COMMANDERS IN VIETNAM, REFUTATION OF THE
PRESIDENT'S REMARKS REGARDING CHANGES MADE TO COMUSMACV'S
ORDERS. THE TWO PARAGRAPHS IN THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH WHICH ARE
PERTINENT FOLLOW:

'THE VIETNAMIZATION PLAN WAS LAUNCHED FOLLOWING SECRETARY
LAIRD' S VISIT TO VIETNAM IN MARCH. UNDER THE PLAN, I ORDERED A
SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE IN THE TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT OF SOUTH
VIETNAMESE FORCES.

IN JULY, ON MY VISIT TO VIETNAM, I CHANGED GENERAL ABRAMS

PAGE 2 RUNHFMA09 11 T 0 P SECRE T. SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
ORDERS SO THAT THEY WERE CONSISTENT WITH THE OBJECTIVES OF OUR
NEW POLICY. UNDER THE NEW ORDERS THE PRIMARY MISSION OF OUR TROOPS
IS TO ENABLE THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES TO ASSUME THE FULL
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SECURITY OF SOUTH VIETNAM.
2. THE THRUST OF THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS COULD BE TWISTED BY NEWS
MEDIA REPS SO AS TO DISTORT THE STATEMENT OF THE PRIMARY MISSION AS
EXPRESSED BY THE PRESIDENT TO A DIRECTED CHANGE IN MACV'S
OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES.
3. IN VIEW OF THE DISRUPTIVE AND DIVISIVE POSSIBILITIES IN THISTHIS
SITUATION, I RECOMMEND YOU INSURE THAT APPROPRIATE PEOPLE IN YOUR
COMMAND UNDERSTAND THAT WE ARE PUTTING PRIMARY EMPHASIS ON IMPROVING
SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMBAT CAPABILITIES BY MEANS OF ACCELERATING
PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL AND MODERN EQUIPMENT AND ADDITIONAL
TRAINING. I BELIEVE THAT THE GIST OF THE TWO QU OTED PARAGRAPHS OF
THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH COMPRISE AN ADEQUATE RESPONSE TO THE
QUESTIONS REGARDING WHAT CHANGES HAVE BEEN MADE OVER THE PAST
SEVERAL MONTHS.
4. WARM REGARDS.
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THE MIEU.
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1. (S) SPECULATION HAS BEEN APPEARING IN THE PRESS AND OTHER NEWS
MEDIA APPARENTLY, AS RESULT OF THE PRESIDENT'S 3 YOUR BER ADDRESS
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( 3) ONE MANIFEST TIO IS THE REPORT THAT COMUSMATI I SEINS2.
REPLACED BY A LOGISTICIAN, PRESTINABLY BECAUSE OF THE FORMERTS ALLEGED
DISCONTENT "IT!] ORDERS AND THE SPEED 05 CROOP REPL OE ENTS.
3. (S) TO MY MOVLEDGE ALL OF THIS SPECULATION HAS iNO BASIS IN
FACT.
4. (S) ALL COMMANDERS ARE ADVISED TO CONTINE TO ARCH AND TO SAY
NOTHING REPEAT NOTHING TO THEIR SYBORDINATES OR TO THE PRE S THAT
COULD IN ANY MAY FOSTER THE THOUGHT THAT THERE IS ANY DIVISION
BETWEET COMUS ACV, CINCPAC, THE CHAIRMAN JCS, SEC DEF, AND/OR THE
COMMANDER-IN- CHIEF. COMUSMACV HAS ACCEPTED COMPLETELY, AND IS
EXECUTING TO THE BEST OF HIS ABILITY, ALL ORDERS OF THE PRESIDENT.
5. (S) WE'VE GOT ALL THAT ME CAN HANDLE MIST DOING 0112 JOB. LET'S
DON'T MASTE ANY TIME OR EFFORT ON ANYTHING THAT TENDS TO. DETRACT FROM
THE COHESIVE PURSUIT AND ACCOMPL ISHMENT OF U. S. 08 ECTIVES.
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ON (?'Ie::; MOVEMRER 1969, 1ST BATTALION, 1bTH INF'Ar-..ITRY, WAS OPERAT- T§T \~ 
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APpROXlMATELY 201 RDS OF' GIW .A~D 60MM MORTAR. RESULTS: TWO 
LlGHTL Y WOUMJED. Dl}STOFF NOT REQUlRED. 
A FLARE SHIP WAS ON STATION 0I12"'i: GUNSHIPS ON STATION ()J1~'5. 
EETWEEN 1?I~0 AI\D 02001 TI-ERE INAS A NOTICEABLE LULL, ALTHOUGH 
Ef\,'Ef"'Y SN' P I f\.lG f"OMT, MUED. 
AT 0201?1 THE Et'E~Y LAUNCHED A SECOND ATTACK AGAINST TI-£ PER 1-

.~::t~.=~~Tt;~;l\i~':r.:~ ~g~i':':~'~ ~.~~~:I?,,~,t~,;I.'17.~ . .... .,-.-- ". .:. ~~-~"--'P-" _ .. _ .. _, .. .-,- -_,,_ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

ZYY Lrr-4 2FF-1
FM MG TOWNSE NO CHIEF OF STAFF MACV
TO LTG NICKERSON CG 111 MAF
LTG EWELL CG 11 FFV
LTC ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS
MG WETHERILL CG DMAC
ZEM
CO N F I D E A MAC 14436 EYES ONLY

MOMUSMACV DIRECTED THAT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE BE RETRANSMITTED1.

TO ADDRESSEES:
QUOTE
0 070310Z

RECEIVED

FM LTG OR CORAN CG 1 FFORCEV NHA
TO GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV SGN

7. NOV P.M.C NT 1 A L NHT 2003 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: ATTACK ON FSB ST. GE ORGE (U)
(c) THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM MG PEPKE GIVING THE ACCOUNT
OF THE ATTACK ON FSB ST. GEORGE CAR 856 145) IS REPEATED FOR
YOUR INFORMATI ON. QUOTE:
ON 05 NOVEMBER 1969, 1ST BATTALION, 14TH INFANTRY, WAS OPERAT-
ING IN ITS AO SOUTH OF CAMP ENAR I. FSB ST. GEORGE WAS OCCUPIED
BY BN CP, co D. RECON PLT AND BN TRAINS. COMPANY B WAS OPERAT-
ING 8 KMS NE OF BN FSB: CO A WAS DEPLOYED N OF THE FSB WITH A
SHO2 T RANCE PATROL (SQP) SCREEN AGAINST POSSIBLE ENEMY MOVE-
MENT FROM N ( HAVING JUST RETURNED FROM TWO WEEKS OPCON TO 2/8
INF). c0 C WAS 6-8 KMS WEST OF FSB ST. GEORGE ON A COMBINED
OPERATION WITH RF UNITS FROM PLEIKU, CIDG FROM PLEI ME, AND
RF/PF FROM PHU NHON DISTRICT. CO A EMPLOYED FOUR NIGHT AMBUSHES:
CO c EMPLOYED FOUR NIGHT AMBUSHES: AND CO D HAD DEPLOYED FIVE
(5) SRP'S AT A DISTANCE OF z-4 KMS AR OUND THE FSB.
THE BN HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP TO 2/3 ALERT -- CONDITION YELLOW --
AS A RESULT OF INCREASED ACTIVITY IN THE 4TH INF DIV AR EA .

NIGHT FIRE PR.OGRAM PLANNED WAS 61 RDS 105 HE AND 75 RDS 81MM
MORTAR INCLUDING 20 RDS OF ILLUMINATION).
AT 9930 PF PL T 2 KMS NW OF FSB REPORTED TO CP 1-14 A PROBE BY
AN ESTIMATED NVA PLT. THIS REPORT LATER PROVED TO BE FALSE.
SIMULTANEOUSLY, FSB ST. GEORGE BEGAN RECEIVING INTENSE B-40 AND
AUTOMATIC RIFLE FIRE. A HEAVY SAPPER ATTACK BY AN ESTIMATED
TWO PLTS STRUCK THE PERIMETER WIRE FROM S AND W. WARNING OF
THE ATTACK WAS PROVIDED BY TRIP FLARES, A TOTAL OF 17 BEING
ACT IVATED DURING THE COUR SE OF THE NIGHT. THE INITIAL ATTACK
WAS MAINTAINED UNTIL 013a.
AT 9045 NEIGT-DAVIS ROCK QUARRY REPORTED TO 1- 14 CP RECEIVING
APPROXIMATELY 20 RDS OF GIW AND 50MM MORTAR. RESULTS: TWO
LIGHTLY WOUNDED. DUSTOFF NOT REQUIRED.
A FLARE SHIP WAS ON STATION 9125: GUNSHIPS ON STATION 0135.
BETWEEN 0130 AND 0200 THERE WAS A NOTICEABLE LULL, ALTHOUGH
ENEMY SNIPING CONTINUED.
AT 020a THE ENEMY LAUNCHED A SECOND ATTACK AGAINST THE PER I-
ETER. CONCE NTRATING ON THE WESTERN EDGE. MAKING A DETERMINED

T1 WIRE THE ENEMY CONTINUED TO EMPLOY

#40(1)
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~l VY l tJrtmAT 1 C R I F'LE FIRE. DEFENSE USED ClATlltORES. 1" ARTY 
(INt1...tI) ING F"RErfUcKER). Al.2 !'IORTlRS, ~1 MOATA~S, ALL l1'(),vtou-
AL "Ea PONS, ,..S (E-~n ry,e. NNt STER, A NO XM-1~ 1 \'I!Ut T t SHOT FLA ME 
WEAPONS. Tt-€ Er--(MY ATTAr.K rl)"'ITINUED F'OR TWO HOURS HD "TWENTY 
I'll NUTES. 
AT ~'- III THERE INA S A LULL I N E"IE~Y Fl RI::. SN I PI ",lG CONT' NUED. 
S~pPERS HAD THROWN L"'~.GE QUANTITIES OF SATcHEL CHARGES (61 WER.E 
RE~O\1EPEO U!\E'IPLnDEo) ,AND HOMEMADE HANCRG:NADES, FtRST oo5T-
OFF WA,S COf'l!pLETED OP:0!2 J-IOUR.S. 
AT ~",7 A RESUPpLY OF Sf"IALL ARMS AMMUNITIOf\I WAS MADE TO FSB 
Sf. GEClR GE. 
AT ",61~ THE ENEr-"Y r.Ol'l'MENCED HE~VY SNIPER FIRE FROM TI-£ E AM) 
9::. AS DAWN APPROArHED THE ENEl'I'Y PINI\EO DOWN AROUf\D THE OUT­
SfDE OF THE PER I METER BEGAN TO TRY A "0 EVADE. AG.~ I N GUNSHI PS 
A"D ART ILLER Y WERE EMPLOYED (I f\1CLUD I f\G FIRECRA r.KER) • 
. 6.T "'<:7; 0 THE REr.ON PL T, 1-111 , SUPPORTED BY A MECH PLT, 2-8, 
MOvED SOUTH OUT OF ST. GEORGE AND SWEPT CLOCKWISE AROUf\O THE 
COTS toE OF FSB. 
AT 0~:Z;0l rO 8 !,NAS LIFTED BY HELICOPTER ROM ITS AO $3 KI'IIS TO 
TI-£ NE Af\O AERIAL ASSAULTED INTO BLOCKIf\K; POSITIONS Sf' OF ST. 
(E~r:'E, THE DIREf"'T,ON IN ~~HICH THE E"'EMY WAS RELIEVED TO HAVE 
WITHJRA\ft(N. 

"RESt"_TSTODATE~ (1""'0,6 NOV 69) 
us KIA - 9 
US IN lA - ~ 1 
EN KI~ - ~III NVA 
E N ~ - 1 ~NA 
I"'IA - .,1 AK 47"S 

9 p pr- (2S -t '7S) 
1 'P I STOL 

61 SA Tr.t-£L r.HARGES 
THIS WAS AN EXTRFMELY DETERf'I""'£D EF'FORT TO OVERRUN A RN FSB, 
DESTROY .a.RTILLERY AM:) rAUSE HEAVY rASUALTlES. A SUSTA nED 
HTAI"'K OF THIS NATURE IS A ':UR':: EVENT IN THE EXPER IEr.cE OF 
THE 4TH INF D1V, THE cLOSEST PARALLEL BEING THE ATTAI"'I<; ON OASIS 
ON 11 MAY. THE SUrf'IESS OF THE DEFENSE CAN BE ATTR IBUTED TO 
STRONG FOliTII="If"AT,ONS, A cO[y!PREt-£NSIVE SYSTEfY1 OF BARRIERS AND 
ANTIPERSOf\,1t\E:L OJ::VlCES StJrH AS TRIP FLAR::S AM) CLAYMORES, AN) 
THE T,fY'ELY EMPLOYMENT OF ILLUfY11NATION, ARTILLERY, AND GUNSHIP 
SUPPOo T. EI\1O ClUOTE. 
Gp-ll 
tJr.I"UOTE 
? VVARM REGARDS. 
Gp-4 

SSO f\JOTE! 
7",,,. 

OEL I VER OUR. I NG DUTY HOUR S 
COpy J-

DECLASSIFIED 

OF LJ.~ COP!~S 

DECLASSIFIED

HEAVY AUTOMATIC RIFLE FIRE. DEFENSE USED CLAYMORES, 10 ARTY
(INCLUDING FIRE RACKER) , 4.2 MORTARS, 81 MORTARS, ALL INDIVIDU-
AL WEAPONS, CS (E-8) CANNISTER, AND XM-19 MULTISHOT FLAME

WEAPONS. THE ENEMY ATTACK CONTINUED FOR TWO HOURS AND TWENTY
MINUTES.
AT 0420 THERE WAS A LULL IN ENEMY FIRE. SNIPING CONTINUED.
SAPPERS HAD THROWN LARGE QUANTITIES OF SATCHEL CHARGES (61 WERE
RE~OVERED UNEXPLODED), AND HOMEMADE HANDRENADES, FIRST DUST-
OFF WAS COMPLETED 03.02 HOUR S.
AT 95.77 A RESUPPLY OF SMALL ARMS AMMUNITION WAS MADE TO FSB
ST. GEORGE.
AT 9610 THE ENEMY COMMENCED HEAVY SNIPER FIRE FROM THE E AND
SE. AS DAWN APPROACHED THE ENEMY PINNED DOWN AROUND THE OUT-
SIDE OF THE PERIMETER BEGAN TO TRY AND EVADE. AGAIN GUNSHIPS
AND ARTILLERY WERE EMPLOYED (INCLUDING FIRECRACKER)
AT maza THE RECON PLT, 1-14, SUPPORTED BY A ME CH PLT, 2-8,
MOVED SOUTH OUT OF ST. GEORGE AND SWEPT CLOCKWISE AROUND THE
OUTSIDE OF FSB.
AT 9930 CO B WAS LIFTED BY HELICOPTER FROM ITS AO 8 KMS TO
THE NE AND AERIAL ASSAULTED INTO BLOCKING POSITIONS SW OF ST.

GEORGE, THE DIRECTION IN WHICH THE ENEMY WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE
WITHDRAWN.

"RESULTS TO DATE: ( 1790, 6 69)NOV
US KIA - 9
US WIA - 31
EN KIA - 4a NVA
EN PW - 1 NVA
CIA - 11 AK 47.S

9 RPG (2S & 75)
1 PISTOL

61 SATCHEL CHARGES
THIS WAS AN EXTREMELY DETERMINED EFFORT TO OVERRUN A BN FSB,
DESTROY ARTILLERY AND CAUSE HEAVY CASUALTIES. A SUSTAINED
ATTACK OF THIS NATURE IS A RARE EVENT IN THE EXPERIENCE OF
THE 4TH INF DIV, THE CLOSE ST PARALLEL BEING THE ATTACK ON OASIS
ON 11 MAY. THE SUCCESS OF THE DEFENSE CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO
STR ONG FORTIFICATIONS, A COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM OF BARRIERS AND
ANTI PERSONNEL DEVICES SUCH AS TRIP FLARES AND CLAYMORES, AND
THE TIMELY EMPLOYMENT OF ILLUMINATION, ARTILLERY, AND GUNSHIP
SUPPOT. END QUOTE.
GD-4
UNQUOTE
2. WARM REGARDS.

42
Gp-4

COPIESOFCOPY
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOUR S
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~ pp RHM~1AFA RUMLMHI~ 
~ DE RUHHF'MA 22,68 .3 1105 14 
,~ MAF ~T'" CG FIRST MAW 
'-I ZNY SSSSS . 
,~ e 070514Z NOV 69 
,~ nl CG I'MFPAC 
o TO RUMLMHA/CG FIRST MA\~ 
~ INFO RHW..jAFA/CG 111 MAF' 
,~ P 062329Z NOV 69 
,./ FM CMC 
,./ TO RUHHfMAI CG r\V1JiPAC 
,./ 8T 
~ SEC RET ~1CEO 
~ A6 FORCE LEVELS 
~ Ao 1'ELECON LTCOL FITCH CMC, COL GOURtEY FMF'PAC OF 6 NOV 69 
~ 10 (S) I NFORMAT 10 N AVAILABLE THIS H.:;} IND ICATES 
,./ OSD (SA) CONSIDERING RECOMMENDATION REDUCTIOi~ ~1ARCOR A6 
'./ fORCE LEVELS .. ANY REDUCTION IS UNACCEPTABLE AND C(I'C 
,./ REQUIRES ADDITIONAL DATA TO FULLY JUSTIFY CURRENT FORCES .. TIME 
~ CONSTRAINT CRITICAL T0 STOP ACTION AT LOWEST LEVELc REQUEST YOUR 
~ HQ PROVIDE FOLLOWING INFO PRIOR 11 NOV 69~ 
~ Ao RESUME OF MARCOR A6 EMPLOYr~ENT INVIETNAf>1 WAR SINCE -,-
,./ 1" JAl'I 670 SUGGESTED FORMAT FOR RESU~"E' lSg 
,./ (D NONT HL Y BREAKDOv! N" 
,./ (2) KEY PHASES OF WAR TO !NCLUDE~ (A) CY67 fULL--
~ SCALE AIR \!JAR OVER BOTH NVN AND SVN:. ~B) SIEGE OF KHE SANI-{ 
~ H~ EARL Y CY68~ (C) 3Dr1BI NG HALT NORT Ii -OF 19 DEGREES NORT H IN :Ij APR 68 e (D) INTRODUCTION OF RABFAC IN AUG 68~ (E) NVN BOftJaING 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ ~ 

PAGE TWO R UEBHOA2268 SEC RET MeED.-
HALT IN NOV 68; AND (F) ANY OTHER SIGNIFICANT lIME FRAME WHEN 
NATURE OF WAR WAS CHANGED" ' 

(3) AS ACFT AVAILABLE IN COUNTRY~ 
(4) NUMBER OF A6 FRAGGED SORTIES" 
(5) OPERATIONAL READINESS (CMC CAl'i PROVIDE)o 
(6) FULL SYSTEMS SORTIES SCHEDULED AND FLOWNo 
(7) PARTIAL SYSTEMS SORTIES SCHEDULED AND FLOWNo 
(8) ALL WEATHER CAS (RABFAC) SCHEDULED AND FLOWN~ 
(9) NI~HT ROLLING THUNDER SCHEDULED AND FLOWNo 

(113) NIGHT TALLY HO SCHEDULED 'AND FLOv!N o 

(11) NIGHT TPQ SCHEDULED AND FLOWN o 

(12) DAY TPQ SCHEDULED AND FLOWNo 
(13) NIGHT STEEL TIGER SCHEDULED AND FLOWNo 
(14) DAY VISUAL CLOSE AIR SUPPORTo ' 

Bo DESIRE MAXIMUM POSSIBLE D3A INFO ASSOCIATED WITH 
DIFFERENT TYPES OF A6 MISSION5o 

CO REQUIRE MAXIMUM COMPLETENESS FOR A6/RABFAC EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 
SINCE AW CAS CAPABILITY IS CURRENT 05D(S) QUESTIONo CITE EMPLOYMENT 
LIMITATIONS DUE TO SMALL NUMBER OF RABFAC AVAILABLE AND HOW FORTH­
COMING DELIVERY OF 90 RABFAC (JAN 70 - MAY 70) MIGHT-IMPACT ON AW 
CAS CAPABILITYoANY INFO ON DEFEATING SPECIFIC VC/NVA ATTACKS 

"-"<0 " 4'," E'" / u"" I*~ '/ r-'''' A- ..... E' .... .", I"A~"'" ' ~ l- 0'- ,J I' \.: I V .___ B _ "..J 
1 11 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) COPy-iOF lCOPIES 
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SECRET
PP RHMMAFA RUMLMHA
DE RUHHFMA 2268 3110514
MAF -I- CG FIRST MAW
ZNY SSSSS
P 0705 14Z NOV 69
FM CG FMFPAC
TO RUMLMHA/CG FIRST MAW
INFO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
P 062329Z NOV 69
FM CMC
TO RUKKFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
SECRET MCEO
AG FORCE LEVELS
A. TELECON LICOL FITCH CMC, COL GOURLEY FMFPAC OF 6 NOV 69
1. (S) INFORMATION AVAILABLE THIS H2 INDICATES
OSD (SA) CONSIDERING RECOMMENDATION REDUCTION MARCOR A6
FORCE LEVELS. ANY REDUCTION IS UNACCEPTABLE AND CMC
REQUIRES ADDITIONAL DATA TO FULLY JUSTIFY CURRENT FORCES. TIME
CONSTRAINT CRITICAL TO STOP ACTION AT LOWEST LEVEL. REQUEST YOUR
HQ PROVIDE FOLLOWING INFO PRIOR 11 NOV 69:

A. RESUME OF MARCOR A6 EMPLOYMENT IN VIETNAM WAR SINCE -

1c JAN 67. SUGGESTED FORMAT FOR RESUME IS:
(1) MONTHLY BREAKDOWN.
(2) KEY PHASES OF WAR TO INCLUDE: (A) CY67 FULL

SCALE AIR WAR OVER BOTH NVN AND SVN: (B) SIEGE OF KHE SANH
IN EARLY CY68: (C) BOMBING HALI NORTH OF 19 DEGREES NORTH IN
APR 68; (D) INTRODUCTION OF RABFAC IN AUG 68; (E) NVN BOMBING

PAGE TWO RUEBHOA2268 S T MCEO
HALT IN NOV 68; AND (F) ANY OTHER SIGNIFICANT TIME FRAME WHEN
NATURE OF WAR WAS CHANGED.

(3) A6 ACFT AVAILABLE IN COUNTRY.
(4) NUMBER OF A6 FRAGGED SORTIES.
(5) OPERATIONAL READINESS (CMC CAN PROVIDE).
(6) FULL SYSTEMS SORTIES SCHEDULED AND FLOWN.
(7) PARTIAL SYSTEMS SORTIES SCHEDULED AND FLOWN.
(8) ALL WEATHER CAS (RABFAC) SCHEDULED AND FLOWN.
(9) NIGHT ROLLING THUNDER SCHEDULED AND FLOWN.

(10) NIGHT TALLY HO SCHEDULED AND FLOWN.
(11) NIGHT TPQ SCHEDULED AND FLOWN.
(12) DAY IPQ SCHEDULED AND FLOWN.
(13) NIGHT STEEL TIGER SCHEDULED AND FLOWN.
14) DAY VISUAL CLOSE AIR SUPPORT.

B. DESIRE MAXIMUM POSSIBLE DBA INFO ASSOCIATED WITH
DIFFERENT TYPES OF A6 MISSIONS.

C. REQUIRE MAXIMUM COMPLETENESS FOR A6/RABFAC EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
SINCE AW CAS CAPABILITY IS CURRENT OSD(S) QUESTION. CITE EMPLOYMENT
LIMITATIONS DUE TO SMALL NUMBER OF RABFAC AVAILABLE AND HOW FORTH-
COMING DELIVERY OF 90 RABFAC (JAN 70 - MAY 70) MIGHT IMPACT ON AW
CAS CAPABILITY. ANY INFO ON DEFEATING SPECIFIC VC/NVA ATTACKS

PAGE / OF 2 PAGES

SECRETCOPY / OF 3 COPIES111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68)
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P{.\GE THREE RUEBHOA2268 S It" C R It !-~fCEO 
(SUCH AS I HUO NG D UC) DESIRED c _ ' 

Do TOTAL A6 SORTIES SChEDULED aVTIME PERIOD AND NUM8ER 010" NIGHT 
SORTIES FLOWN o USMC USE OF A6 AT NIGHT-IS PARTICULARLY VALID 
ARGUMENT FOR MAINTAINING FORCE LEVELS3 
2~ (e) FIRST MAW HAS PARTICUbARLY USEFUL DATA ON AS EMPLOYMENT AND 
BOA FOR MONTH OF JULY 680 THIS MAIERIALUSED IN PREVIOUS aRIEFa 
INGS AND COpy IS DESIRED. 
30 (C) YOUR VIEWS ON RABFAC VS TOG AREINVIIEDo ARE EQUIPMENTS 
COMPLIMENTARY OR COMPETITIVE? CAN. TP~ tio AS WELL AS RABFAC IN 
PROVIDING AW CAS?WOULD RABFAC HAVE HkLPED AT KHE SANH IN FEB-
APR66? il 

40 (5) ANY ADDITIONAL VIEWS, OR STATISTICS YOU HAVE TO SUPPORT A6 
VORCE LEVEL OF 72 ACFT WILL BE APPRECIATED. 
B1 
2268 

I 3 
COPY_OF_COPIES 
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DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

PAGE THREE RUEBHOA2268 SECRET MCEO
(SUCH AS THUONG DUC) DESIRED.

D. TOTAL A6 SORTIES SCHEDULED BY TIME PERIOD AND NUMBER OF NIGHT

SORTIES FLOWN. USMC USE OF A6 AT NIGHT IS PARTICULARLY VALID
ARGUMENT FOR MAINTAINING FORCE LEVELS.
2. (C) FIRST MAW HAS PARTICULARLY USEFUL DATA ON AS EMPLOYMENT AND
BDA FOR MONTH OF JULY 68. THIS MATERIAL USED IN PREVIOUS BRIEF-
INGS AND COPY IS DESIRED.
3. (C) YOUR VIEWS ON RABFAC VS TOQ ARE INVITED. ARE EQUIPMENTS
COMPLIMENTARY OR COMPETITIVE? CAN TPQ DO AS WELL AS RABFAC IN
PROVIDING AW CAS? WOULD RABFAC HAVE HELPED AT KHE SANH IN FEB-
APR68? 4

4. (S) ANY ADDITIONAL VIEWS, OR STATISTICS YOU HAVE TO SUPPORT AS
FORCE LEVEL OF 72 ACFT WILL BE APPRECIATED.
BT
22 68

PAGE 2.0F 2
PAGES
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FORCE PLANNING (U)
Ao ADMIN FMFPAC 2819012/OCT69 (TS) (MCE0)
3. CMC POINT PAPER AIA-JNT-12 DATED 31 OCT 69
SUBJ: MAR CORPS FORCES RVN
So (TS) MOST RECENT INFO FROM NICK CONCERNING MACV
PLANNING FOR FURTHER REDUCTION OF FORCES IN RVN RE-
PORTS THE FOLLOWING DEVELOPMENTS:

Bo OPTIONS 0 AND 2, AS REPORTED ,BY REF A, WERE
BRIEFED TO ABE ON THE 6TH. ADDITIONALLY, ABE WAS
BRIEFED ON A 35 K PACKAGE (INCLUDING RLT-26), WHICH
WAS PROPOSED AS THE INITIAL WITHDRAWAL INCREMENT UNDER

PAGE 2 RUNNFORMS T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
EITHER OPTION can OR 20 THE USMC PORTION TOTALS 7.3 Xn

B. NO DECISIONS WERE MADE AT THIS TIME. ABE'S
DECISION IS NOT ANTICIPATED UNTIL AFTER HIS NEXT
COMMANDERS CONFERENCE ON 22 NOVEMBER, AI WHICH TIME
NICK AND OTHER MACV COMMANDERS WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY
TO PRESENT THEIR VIEWS. IN ADDITION TO SUPPORTING
YOUR GUIDANCE ON THE 100 K OPTIONS, NICK PLANS TO OBJECT
TO THE MARINE PORTION OF THE 35 K PACKAGE FOR PHASE
3 INCLUDING RLI-26, WHICH WAS SLATED FOR REDEPLOYMENT
DURING PHASE 5 IN NSSM-36 PLANNING.
20 (IS) STAFF LEVEL CONTACT WITH CINCPAC PLANNERS IN
CONNECTION WITH THE SUBJECT REVEALED THE FOLLOWING:

80 CINCPAC HAS REQUESTED MACU SU-EMIT BY 24
NOVEMBER RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PHASE 3 REDEPLOYMENTS,
WITHOUT ESTABLISHING PARAMETERS FOR TOTAL SPACES OR
TIME FRAME FOR THE REDEPLOYMENT PHASE.

B. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE MACV RECOMMENDATION
WILL CONSIST OF A 35 K PACKAGE, SINCE ACTUAL PHASE 1
AND 2 REDEPLOYMENTS FROM RVN EXCEEDED NSSM-36 PLANNING
FOR PHASES 1 AND 2 BY APPROXIMATELY 15 K. NSSM-36
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3 INCLUDING RLT-26, WHICH WAS SLATED FOR REDEPLOYMENT 
DURING PHASE 5 IN NSSM-36 PLANNINGo 
20 ctS) STAFF ~EVEL CONTACT WITH CINCPAC PLANNERS IN 

_CONNECTION WItH THE SUBJECT REVEALED THE FCLLOWrNG~ 
Ao CUjCPAC HAS HEQUESTED {llACV SU-&'\1J.! BY 24 

NOVEMBER RECOMME NDAT !OI'~S FOR PHASE 3 REDEPtOYi-2ENTS:1 
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S::. IT IS ANtICIPATED THAT THE l'lAC\! RECOMf4ENDATIOP 
\HLJ •. CONSIST Or A 35 K ?f,CKAGE: 1I SINCE ACTUAL PHASE 1 
AND 2 RED!!:P1.0Y~IEUTS FRor~ RVN EXCEEDED NSSr'1~36 PLAf'W1 FiG 
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NICKERSON FROM LIGEN BUSE. DELIVER DURING WORKING
HOURS ONLY.
FORCE PLANNING (U)
A. ADMIN FMFPAC 281901Z/OCT69 (TS) (MCE0)
3. CMC POINT PAPER AIA-JNT-12 DATED 31 OCT 69
SUBJ: MAR CORPS FORCES RVN
1. (TS) MOST RECENT INFO FROM NICK CONCERNING MACV
PLANNING FOR FURTHER REDUCTION OF FORCES IN RVN RE"
PORTS THE FOLLOWING DEVELOPMENTS:

A. OPTIONS 1 AND 2, AS REPORTED BY REF A. WERE
BRIEFED TO ABE ON THE 6TH. ADDITIONALLY, ABC WAS
BRIEFED ON A 35 K PACKAGE (INCLUDING RLT-26), WHICH
WAS PROPOSED AS THE INITIAL WITHDRAWAL INCREMENT UNDER

PAGE 2 RUNNFWW1147 I SPECAY EXCLUSIVE 202 MCE0
EITHER OPTION 1 OR 2. THE USMC PORTION TOTALS 7.3 R.

B. NO DECISIONS WERE MADE AT THIS TIME. ABE S
DECISION IS NOT ANTICIPATED UNTIL AFTER HIS NEXT
COMMANDERS CONFERENCE ON 22 NOVEMBER, AT WHICH TIME
MICK AND OTHER MACV COMMANDERS WILL HAVE All OPPORTUNITY
TO PRESENT THEIR VIEWS, IN ADDITION TO SUPPORTING
YOUR GUIDANCE ON THE 100 K OPTIONS, NICK PLANS TO OBJECT
TO THE MARINE PORTION OF THE 35 X PACKAGE FOR PHASE
3 INCLUDING RLT-26, WHICH WAS SLATED FOR REDEPLOYMENT
DURING PHASE 5 IN NSSM-36 PLANNING.
2. (TS) STAFF LEVEL CONTACT WITH CINCPAC PLANNERS IN
CONNECTION WITH THE SUBJECT REVEALED THE FOLLOWING:

A. CINCPAC HAS REQUESTED MACV SU-EMIT BY 24
NOVEMBER RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PHASE 3 REDEPLOYMENTS,
WITHOUT ESTABLISHING PARAMETERS FOR TOTAL SPACES OR
TIME FRAME FOR THE REDEPLOYMENT PHASE.

B. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE MACV RECOMMENDATIOH
WILL CONSIST OF A 35 K PACKAGE, SINCE ACTUAL PHASE 1

AND 2 REDEPLOYMENTS FROM RVN EXCEEDED NSSM-36 PLANNING
FOR PHASES 1 AND 2 BY APPROXIMATELY 15 K. NSSM-36
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DECENBER. 
3. (IS) CONSIDERING rH~: GUIDANCE CONT.jUNED IN PARli G liEF Sf 
SHOULD NICK~S EFFORtS TO DELEtE RLT·26 FROM THE MACV 
S'ff~FF PROPOS.tlLS FOR A 55 K PHASE,) REDEPLOYMENT pr-tGK/.\GE 
NOT BE SUCCESSFUL § r HIS WOULO PRESENT. NO itiAJOR FRom.EN 
FNOC'l A MARINE CORPS P01NT OF VIEW., DUR!NG r-1Y RECE(J'f 
\'JES! PAC TR IP 11 ! P !SCUSSED lHTH NICK THE INCl.USION OF 
SOf1E FIXED WING ASSETS IN THE Rl..1''''26 REDEPLOYNENl 
PACKAGE. HE IS PRESE NTL Y MAIU NG A STUDY OF TROO? 
DISPOSITIONS THAT WIl.L PRE\'A!L AFTER ·RLT"26 REDEPLOYS 
IO DETERNINE FIXED WING REQUIREt1EN!SAT THAT lH1Ee 
\1!LL AOVISE RESUL.'fS OF STUDY WHEN KNOVN. 
4. FOR CG III MAlT .. PAU~ FOf..!iANA ~Jll.L HAND CARRY REf B ON 
HIS FORTH COMING TRIP. WARM REGARDS 
GP ... 4 
9T 

i147 

PAGE10F ~PAGES 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

PAGE 3 RUNHDMA1147 T OPSECRE is SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
PLANNING FOR PHASE 3 REDEPLOYMENTS PROVIDED FOR A 5@
K PACKAGE.

C. CINCPAC PLANS TO PROVIDE JCS WITH A RECOMMENDED
PHASE 3 REDEPLOYMENT PACKAGE DURING FIRST WEEK OF
DECEMBER.
3. (TS) CONSIDERING THE GUIDANCE CONTAINED IN PARA G REF B,
SHOULD NICK'S EFFORTS TO DELETE RLT-26 FROM THE MACV
STAFF PROPOSALS FOR A 35 K PHASE 3 REDEPLOYMENT PACKAGE
NOT BE SUCCESSFUL, THIS WOULD PRESENT NO MAJOR PROBLEM
FROM A MARINE CORPS POINT OF VIEW. DURING MY RECENT
WESTPAC TRIP, I DISCUSSED WITH NICK THE INCLUSION OF
SOME FIXED WING ASSETS IN THE RLT-26 REDEPLOYMENT
PACKAGE. HE IS PRESENTLY MAKING A STUDY OF TROOP
DISPOSITIONS THAT WILL PREVAIL AFTER RLT-26 REDEPLOYS
TO DETERMINE FIXED WING REQUIREMENTS AT THAT TIME.
WILL ADVISE RESULTS OF STUDY WHEN KNOWN.
4. FOR CG III MAF. PAUL FONTANA WILL HAND CARRY REF B ON
HIS FORTH COMING TRIP. WARM REGARDS
GP-4
BT
1147
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SECRET

OTTSZYUW RUMLMHA0158 3131830-SSSS-0RUHMFMA RHMMAFA.
ZNY SSSSS
0 0918302 NOV 69
FN CG FIRST MAW
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMF.PACKF-0481
INFO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
S E C R E I MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF FOUR SECTIONS
A-6 FORCE LEVEL
A. CMC 06 23 297 NOV69
1. FOLLOWING INFORMATION FURNISHED IN RESPONSE TO REFERENCE (A).
INFORMATION PROVIDED IS BEST THAT CAN DE O.TAINED IN THIS HEAD-
QUARTERS FROM AVAILABLE SITREPS, COMMAND CHRONOLOGIES AND OTHER
AVAILABLE TRAFFIC RELATING IO A-6 AIRCRAFT. SQUADRON COMMAND
CHRONOLOGIES AT MQMC MAY PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.
2. FMAW STRONGLY BELIEVES A-6 WEAPONS SYSTEM IS MOST VERSATILE
AIRCRAFT WEAPONS SYSTEM AVAILABLE IN ARMED SERVICES TODAY. ITS
DEMONSTRATED CAPABILITY IO PROVIDE ALL WEATHER CAS, INTERDICTION,
AMT1 UNDER ANY AND ALL CONDITIONS CLEARLY INDICATES THIS SUPER-
IORITY. WITH THE ADVERNT OF ADDITIONAL AND IMPROVED RABFAC
BEACONS WHICH WILL BE PROVIDED DOWN THROUGH THE BATTALION LEVEL
THE COMPLETE ALL WEATHER CAS CAPABILITY OF THE AIRCRAFT WILL BE

PAGE TWO RUMLMHA0158 S E C R E I MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
REALIZED. FULL SYSTEMS RELIABILITY HAS STEADILY IMPROVED WITH
THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 330 SERIES A-6 AIRCRAFT.
3.0 IT MUST BE RECOGNIZED THAI BDA IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO
ASSESS UNDER THE ALL WEATHER AND NIGHT COMBAT ENVIRONMENT UNLESS
GROUND TROOP FOLLOW UP INTO THE AREA IS PLANNED. BDA ASSESSMENT
SHOWN IN THIS REPORT IS CONFIRMED BY ALL AVAILABLE INTELLIGENCE
MEANS BUT DOES NOT NECESSARILY INDICATE THE MAJOR DAMAGE INFLICTED.
40 THIS HEADQUARTERS STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE PROGRAM THAT THE
MINIMUM A-6 FORCE LEVEL FOR THE MARINE CORPS SHOULD oE 72
AIRCRAFT AND BELIEVES THAT AN INCREASE FROM 12 TO 15 AIRCRAFT
PER SQDN WOULD MUCH ENHANCE THE MARINE AIR WINGS CAPABILITY TO
PROVIDE UNLIMITED. SUPPORT UNDER ALL CONDITIONS OF COMBAT.
5. (S) THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION RELATES DIRECTLY TO REF (A):
Ao RESUME OF MARCOR A-6 EMPLOYMENT IN VIETNAM WAR SINCE IJANO7.
(1) MONTHLY BREAKDOWN
THE FOLLOWING SYSTEMS DATA RELATES TO THE MONTH OF .

OCTOBER 19.59 WITH 24 A°6°S ON HAND
AR SCHEDULED IN STEEL TIGER AREA 310
AR COMPLETED IN STEEL TIGER AREA, 265
BEACONS SCHEDULED IN COUNTRY 309
BEACONS COMPLETED IN COUNTRY 106
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PAGE THREE RUMLMHA0158.S E C E I MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

3DA ON ARMED RECCE'S FOR OCT 69 FOLLOWS: ORDNANCE WAS

EXPENDED ON 36 MOVERS RESULTING IN 1.7 SECONDARY EXPLO-

SIONS AND 3 SECONDARY FIRES. IN ADDITION TO THE MOVERS

NOTED ABOVE THE FOLLOWING BDA WAS THE RESULT OF
HITTING SECONDARY TARGETS: 32 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS,
8 SECONDARY FIRES, 1 FORD CUT AND 1 ROAD CUT. THE
MONTHLY BREAKDOWN FROM I JULY 68 TO 31 OCT 69 NOTED

BELOW UTILIZING THE FOLLOWING ABEREVIATIONS.
FSL FULL SYSTEMS LAUNCH
FSOT FULL SYSTEMS ON TARGET
PSL PARTIAL SYSTEMS LAUNCH
PSOT PARTIAL. SYSTEMS ON TARGET

SORTIES
SYSTEMSTOTALNIGHTDAYHOURS

SQDN DAY NIGHT TOTAL SCH FLOWN SCH FLOWN SCH FLOWN FSL/FSOT PSL/PSOT
OCTOBER 1969

9/16357/272400362218226182136242 242 281
19/21248/235378421192217186204250251225

410 783 778368493 531 1024

PAGE FOUR RUMLMHA0158 S E CRET MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
SEPTEMBER 1969

1/10221 203 171 173 392 376 367/312242 276 229 45/47134/112519280161151158129225 210 210 2/2120/100199258801401191.18533 171 116
894930414A80657 555 12 12

AUGUST 1969
0/21345/270354325182109172155226205242 20/38223/191565545185173180172240236225 37/32185/149546569150219186150202282533

1065527 103.95381391668723
JULY 1969

49/42205/173317318156177.151141385242 50/54207/173381363180184201179491235256225 03/31182/149383378174180209198528252533 276
108110595205611404

JUNE 1969
93/67114/90309322172188137134242 163 2.16 18/20190/161374403191213183190225 237 252
26/43163/120344362148149195213533 304 182

10271087511515704 650 1354
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PAGE FIVE RUNLMHA0158 S E C E I MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
MAY 1969

242 212 253 171 187 220 201 391 388 138/95 93/80
225 223 316 181 179 261 240 442 419 178/152 38/30
535 318 180 248 239 141 589149 388 100/79 11/17

753 590 1222 11951502749 605
APRIL 1969

242 MISSING MISSING 312 392 455 26713 18/8
225 MISSING MISSING 409 S30 512 25013 42/2
500 205 320 221152 152 375213 200/?090 21/3

934 1412 1128
MARCH 1969

242 874 348 101 252142 353254 246/175405 25/07
225 238 387 167 175 302 285 469 451 201/155 5"/47
535 132 302 117 113 248 207 365 320 220/201 12/10

544 1037 1581 431 756 1187 1187
FEBRUARY 1969

73242 113 287 87 242 232 315 319 114/75 64/67
225 182 142 147 140 94 96 45/40241 236 23/19
533 119 255 78 107 201 279 195/180276169 17/19

414 684 1098 334 835497 831

PAGE SIX RUMLMHW0158 C E I MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
JANUARY 1969

78 369 70 73 277 301 347 374 81/07242 05/54
533 114 361 121 258 247 379 347 255/215100 48/57

192 730 922 173 548 726 721
DECEMBER 1968

63 363242 57 29141 279 336312 152/104 24/31
533 139 303 245108 107 353219 160/127326 59/64

666 868202 164 498 665 662
NOVEMBER 1968

55242 80 287 64 262 3.18238 302 125/107 01/63
533 109 310 58 76 232 222 290 298 165/140 40/39

59.7 786189 140 508460 600
OVTOBER 1968

242 145 342 73 86 301 270 374 356 227/207 53/42
533 151 394 109 318103 381278 427 206/167 59/55

736296 1032 189 548 737801
SEPTEMBER 1968

MISSING 473242 7264 525 371299 589 262/212 4/0
516533 158 574 230/161110104 310 305 415420 11/51

1147 182 GBA 786809
at
0158
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SCH FLOWN TOTAL

IPQ SYS DAY NIGHT DAY NIGHT SORTIES
JANGT 306 67 578194 141 498 474
FEB 215 91117 467 100 473 412
MAR 540217 163 111 52286 438
APR 126 168 49444 30 397 320
MAY 78 141 387 252 327 242

MISSINGJUN MISSING
212 454JUL 107 4.18 36534 63
183 485 72139AUG 4.1 429 574

SEP 54818971248 176 477418
OCT 175559121199 161 455424
NOV 166 113491 356146102 366
DEC MISSING MISSING

151JANG8 475156112 119 365347
151153FED 437 154130 382 423
52 513MAR 208 119 w 469 410

37788 575APR 205 89 28 319
MAY 399196 90 33880 110 389

73 383 316JUN 183192224 434
(2) KEY PHASES OF WAR

PAGE FOUR RUMLMHA0159 SECRE T MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
(1) WAR NUN/LAOS. THE FMAW A-SA ARMED RECCE PROGRAM IN RP-1
COMMENCED IN NOV 66 AND WAS EXTREMELY SUCCESSFUL IN THAT II HAS PROVIDED
A NEW DIMENSION IN INTERDICTION OF LOC S DURING PERIODS OF REDUCED VISI-
BILITY. THE FIRST MAR SQ LAUNCHED 659 AMTI ATTACKS DURING THE PERIOD
1 DEC 66 TO 30 APR 67 IN THE ROLLING THUNDER AREA. IN ONE HARD
BDA CASE 2 A-GA SORTIES IN A 67 WERE CREDITED WITH DESTROYING
25 TRUCKS, SUBSEQUENTLY CONFIRMED BY AN ARMY A/C.
THE INTRODUCTION OF A SECOND MARINE A-6A SQUADRON IN APRIL
OF 67 WITH THE INCREASED P-7 SYSTZMS CAPABILITY AND RELIABILITY,
ENABLED INCREASED COVERAGE OF LOC S IN; ROUTE PACKAGE I AND, IN
ADDITION, PERMITTED SOME PARTICIPATION IN THE NORTHERN ROUTE
PACKAGE AREA.
DURING THE SIX MONTHS FROM MAY 67 TO OCT 67 THE TWO MARINE
SQUADRONS FLEW 1.7 DAY AND 1488 NIGHT FULL SYSTEM SORTIES, 218
DAY 23 NIGHT VISUAL DELIVERY SORTIES AND 191 DAY 1939 NIGHT TPQ
MISSIONS. MARINE AMTI ACTIVITY IN ThE TALLY HO AREA DURING THE
SAME TIME IS AS FOLLOWS: 791 MOVING TGTS ATTACKED, 80 VEHICLES
DAMAGED OR DESTROYED AND 106 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS OR FIRES
WHICHE WERE IN ALL PROBABILITY DAMAGED OR DESTROYED VEHICLES
BUT WERE NOT VISUALLY CONFIRMED AS SUCH. II MUSTEBE NOTED THAT
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PAGE FIVE RUMLMHAQ 159 S E C R E MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
ALL THE ABOVE WAS ACCOMPLISHED WHILE THE 2 SQUADRONS WERE
AVERAGING ONLY 17.9 PCT OPERATIONALLY READY AIRCRAFT DUE TO SUPPLY/
EQUIPMENT SUPPORT.
(B) INCREASED ENEMY ACTIVITY IN THE KEM. SANH AND NORTHERN
ICTZ AREA REQUIRED III MAF TO REQUEST TEMPORARY CANCELLATION OF ,

A-6 ROLLING THUNDER MISSIONS. IN FEB OF S8 FMAW A-6:5 WERE
FLYING 8 TALLY KOA AND 4 KHE SANH SYSTEMS SORTIES NIGHTLY ON
MOVING TARGETS WITH MANY SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS REPORTED. BY 2
MAR 68 THE OVERRIDING PRIORITY FOR A-6 SUPPORT TO USMC GROUND
FORCES IN ICTZ REQUIRED IST MAW TO REQUEST CENTRALIZATION OF A=6
SORTIES TO INCLUDE THOSE AREAS OF LOAS AND NVN ADJACENT TO THE
ICTZ WHICH CONTAINED THE ENEMY LOC.S. AND APPROACH ROUTES TO
THE DMZ AREA. ALL ALLOCATION OF 8 SORTIES WAS ASSIGNED TO EACH
OF THE FOLLOWING: (1) IN THE AREAS WEST OF KHE SANH ALONG
HIGHWAY 9 EXTENDING INTO THE ADJACENT STEEL TIGER PORTION OF
LAOS AND (2) ALONG THE LOC S OF RPI IN TALLY HO AREAS NORTH OF
THE DMZ.
IN ADDITION TO THE ARMED RECCE SYSTEM SORTIES DESCRIBED ABOVE
THE AS WERE FLYING DAS. CAS AND TPQ IN SUPPORTHOF NOT ONLY KHE SANK
BUT ALL US FORCES IN THE I CORPS AREA.

PAGE SIX RUMLMHA0159. S E C R E T MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
WITH THE LIFTING OF THE SIEGE OF , SANH, THE ADDITION OF
ANOTHER A6 SQUADRON DURING FEB 69 AND THE INCREASED AVAILABILITY
OF FULL SYSTEMS A/C, ARMED RECCE AND BEACON SORTIES WERE AGIN THE
MAJORITY OF THE A6 ASSIGNED MISSION.
(C) AS THE BOMSING HALTED NORTH OF 19 DEGREES NORTH IN
APR 68, INCREASED EMPHASIS WAS DIRECTED TO THE AREA IMMEDIATELY
NORTH OF THE DMZ.
(D) INTRODUCTION OF RABFAC IN AUG 68.
DURING FEB 67 ALL 9 SPECIAL FORCES CAMPS IN I CORPS AREA WERE
EXTENSIVELY SURVEYED BY RADAR FOR DIRECT AIR SUPPORT CAPABILITIES
DURING INCLEMENT WEATHER BY AGA AIRCRAFT. REFLECTORS WERE INSTALLED
ON THOSE CAMPS PRODUCING POOR RADAR RETRUNS TO INCREASE THE
RELIABILITY OF OFFSET AIMPOINT MOMBING PERMITTING SUPPORTING MISSIONS
TO ATTACK TARGETS IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO, SF CAMPS UTILIZING THE
SELF CONTAINED SYSTEMS. INCREASED EFFECTIVENESS OF AIR SUPPORT
DURING INCLEMENT WEATHER WAS ANTICIPATED UPON ACQUISITION OF AN
ACTIVE RADAR BEACON WHICH BECAME A REALITY IN AUG 68.
EVALUATION OF THE RADAR BEACON IN COMBAT OCCURED ON 28 & 29
SEP 68 AT THUONG DUC SPECIAL FORCES CAMP WHEN A MARINE FAC WITH
BEACON WAS INSERTED WHEN IT BECAME APPARENT THAT CONTINU OUS CLOSE
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PAGE SEVEN RUMLMHA0159 SECRET MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
AIR SUPPORT WOULD BE REQUIRED TO COUNTERACT THE SUBSTANTIAL ENEMY

THREAT, BUT DETERIORATING WEATHER CONDITIONS WOULD PRECLUDE THE
USE OF AN AIRBORNE FAC AI NIGHT. DURING THE 2 FOLLOWING NIGHTS
18 AGA SORTIES WERE FLOWN AGAINST IGTS WITHIN 200-800 METERS OF
FRIENDLY POSITIONS: THE GROUND COMMANDER STATED THWT THESE WERE
PARAMOUNT IN PREVENTING THE ENEMY FROM OVERRUNNING HIS POSITION.
TWO FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO THE SUCCESS OF THE STRIK. (1) THE
ACCURACY OF THE WEAPONS DELIVERY UTILIZING THE BEACONS AND (2) THE
ELEMENT OF SURPRISE BY OMITTING NORMAL NIGHT CAS PROCEDURES WHICH

REQUIRE BOTH TARGET ILLUMINATION AND SUBSEQUENT MARKING.
(E) SOMBING HALT IN NOV 68 DID NOT APPRECIABLY AFFECT
OVERALL MISSIONS BEING FLOUN AT THAI TIME.
(F) AS NOTED ON MONTHLY BREAKDOWN FROM 1 JULY 68 TO 31
OCT 69 THERE WAS A MARKED DECREASE OF FRAGGED/FLOWN SORTIES
COMMENCING IN SEPT 1909 AND CONTINUING. THROUGH THE PRESENT REPORTING
PERIOD.
(3) NUMBER OF AS S S IN COUNTRY
IJANG7 Q LAPR G7 on 12
1APR67 be IFEB69 a 24
1FEB69 0 30SEP69. a 36
BT
COMM NOTE: THIS SECTION CONTAINS SEVEN (7) PAGES:
0.159
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SECRET I MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY SECTION THREE OF FOUR SECTIONS
30SEP69 a 310CT69 D 24
(4) 14763 SORTIES WERE SCHEDULED, OF WHICH 14236 WERE
FLOWN, FROM i JULY 68 THROUGH 31 OCT of AS NOTED BY MONTH AND
SQUADRON ON THE MONTHLY BREAKDOWN.
(5) CMC WILL PROVIDE
80) 8267 FULL. SYSTZM SORTIES WERE FLOWN FROM 1 JULY 68
THROUGH 3.1 OCT 69 AS NOTED BY MONTH AND SQUADRON ON THE MONTHLY
BREAKDOWN.
(7) 1251 PARTIAL SYSTEM SORTIES WERE FLOWN FROM I JULY
68 THROUGH 31 OCT 69 AS NOTED BY MONTH AND SQUADRON ON THE MONTHLY
BREAKDOWN.
(8) 1970 RABFAC BEACON SORTIES WERE. FLOWN FROM I JUL 68
THROUGH 31 OCT 69.
(9) NIGHT ROLLING THUNDER SCHEDULED AND FLOWN SORTIES

PAGE TWO RUMLMHA0160 SECRET MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
NOT AVAILABLE.
(10) NIGHT TALLY HO SHCEDULED AND FLOWN SORTIES NOT(
AVAILABLE.
(11) 5036 TOTAL TPQ FLOWN 1 JULY 68 THROUGH 31 OCTH69
(12) 9051 TOTAL TPQ FLOWN FROM 1 JAN 67 THROUGH 31 OCT 69.
(13) 3467 ARMED RECCES WERE FLOWN IN STEEL TIGER AREA
FROM pass JULY 68 THROUGH 31 OCT 69.
(14) DAY VISUAL CLOSE AIR SUPPORT PRESENTLY LIMITED TO
ONE FLIGHT PER DAY PER SQUADRON
3. MAXIMUM AVAILABLE BDA ASSOCIATED WITH DIFFERENT TYPES OF . Ao
MISSIONS FLOWN FROM 1 JULY 68 THROUGH 31 OCT S9:

90K3MA
STRUCT DEST/DAM 1202/871
BUNK DEST/DAM 9231304
SECONDARY EXPL/FIRES 1097/829
SUSTAINED FIRES 6
SUPPLY DUMP DEST 2
ROAD CUTS (METERS) 800
ROAD BLOCKS DEST 32
TREELINE DEST (METERS) 37,330

PAGE 8 OF 11 PAGES

SECRET
/ 3111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) COPY OF COPIES

DECLASSIFIED



I 

DECLASSIFIED 

~iGrCRET 
~. . 

~ 
~ 

• 
~ PAGE ·THREE RUML.r4HA(lJl~tlL s At 
'/ lRE.NCMLINE-'. D!i:51 UifJE1E.RS) 

C R E t-'~lARUdE CORPS l::YibS ONLY 

'/ lRltNCHLINE UN-COVERED (M.EYERS)'.· 
'/ FIGHlING HOL.ES DJ1:ST 
'/ 050 CALS1IE.'DEst 
~ . o~0 CAL PiTS DEst/n'AM 
~ TUNNEL COMPLEX,DEST 
~ TUNNEL DESt/J)AM" 
'/ lRAXL CUTS" .' 
,./ TRAU, CUTS (METERS)' . 
'~' /~ ~UNKERS UNCOVERED/OPE~JED' 
~ BRIDGE' DEST/DAM .. 
~ . SPIDER HOLES DESt/UNCOVERED 
~ . i207MM MG DEst, . . 
'/ RIVER FOfW DEST:, ' 
'/ COMMUNICATXON; CABJ.;ECUT . 
'/ . HARBORDEST . . 
~~ TRUCKS' DESt/DA.M 
~ TUNNELS UNCOVERED 
~ . CAVES DES! .: 

'218~V . 
10 
64 
t 
2/R; 
19. : ,-:. 
8U'R ~ . ~ 

'U6' , 
:940· , 
5/9 
2/1 _ " 
15/2 -, 
! 
R ., ' 

A 
1 '. 
i8/5 -

R 
6 
3 ~. MOVING TGTS·PESI 

~., PAGE FOUR . Rur~LfIIHMa'!5t2J SEC RET MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY 
~ AI!} PSNS DEST. . '8 .. ' 
~ AAA SHE DAM'. '. , I' , 
~ IREELINES. eUl . . '. .'. n, . . 

~. ·~N.!~GR~:f~iy~E~~N~N~i~!l.!~~~~:iL~V:~~!;~~~ i~Ki~~ ~~:~E ON 
~ 28 8. 29SE.P AT, '(HUaNG' Due 'SPECIAL F·ORCES CAMP AS NOTED IN PARA 
~ 2 'PART Co 93 PCl ·AVERAGE AVAll..ABILiTY, OF THE RABFAC ~'AS EXPER." 
,~ IEMCED UNtIL: SEP, 9F.IHlSYEAR WHEN tr-.'-OROPPED TO APPROXIMATELY 
,./. 7~ PCI DUE· to·' NORMAl.. USE AND ·LACK Of ,SPARE PARISo AS A Rli:SUL.T OF. 
'/ nus R&DUCr;:O'··8WAll.,AelILIT·Y .FMAW HAS H.IlTIAtEJ VARIOUS Mrt:SSAG!l:S . 
'/ 'REQUESrINGi!MM,EDXA1E .DELIVER'If. OF .tHE 100' 'OR1HCOM~NG iJI;;ACONS . 
~ FOR USE. D\JRUIG' 1M!!: MONSOON.SEASON o DESPITE tHE OVERALL OUY ..... 
~, " STANDING ':AVAIlABILlTY OF·' BEACONS A CR,X'TICAL SHORTAGE HAS BEEN 
,~ EXPERIENCED IN VIEW OF PROVIDING 1 HEM TO Al.L. SERVICES IN ICIZ 

~~ .. DEMONSTRAtION A NEED AS NOTED· IN PARA 10 '. ~. '"I Do fROM lJU)"Y~6· .. niRoUGH ~ROC1i' <i9 9 "'Slf?J2B AG N!GHt.SORtl~S 
, / . WERE Fl..O~J No 'I'aus· ~XGURE REPRESE N!S 'f'ME :lIONS SHARE OF TONNAGE 
~' DROPPED AT':.N1GHT BY FMA\4o A6F'L-IGHT' £~E\\lS AND AIRCRAFT HAVE 
,~ CONTINUOUSl. YO'EMONSTRATED OUR' CAPABU:UY TO ACCURATELY DELIVER 
~ MASSIVE LOADS· OF qRDANCEAT NIGHT AN~:<~~WER Al..l.. \~EATHER CONDlTIOMS a 

~' .'~' 

~ 
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TRENCHLINE DEST (METERS) 2785
TRENCHLINE UNCOVERED (METERS) 10
FIGHTING HOLES DEST 64
.50 CAL SITE DEST 1.

.50 CAL PITS DEST/DAM 2/1
TUNNEL COMPLEX DEST 19
TUNNEL DEST/DAM 81/1
TRAIL CUTS 116
TRAIL CUTS (METERS) 940
BUNKERS UNCOVERED/OPENED 5/9
BRIDGE DEST/DAM 2/1
SPIDER HOLES DEST/UNCOVERED 1512
12.7MM MG DEST &

RIVER FORD DEST 1

COMMUNICATION: CABLE CUT I

HARBOR DEST 1

TRUCKS DEST/DAM 18/5
TUNNELS UNCOVERED 1

CAVES DEST 6
MOVING TGTS DEST 3

PAGE FOUR RUMLMHA0160 SECRE T MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
AW PSNS DEST 8
AAA SITE DAM les

TREELINES CUT 1

C. 37 RABFAC BEACONS WERE INITIALLY ASSIGNED TO THE FMAW
IN AUG 68 WITH THE INITIAL COMBAT EVALUATION TAKING PLACE ON
28 & 29 SEP AT THUONG DUC SPECIAL FORCES CAMP AS NOTED IN PARA
2 PART C. 93 PCT AVERAGE AVAILABILITY OF THE RABFAC WAS EXPER-
IENCED UNTIL SEP OF THIS YEAR WHEN II DROPPED TO APPROXIMATELY
75 PCT DUE TO NORMAL USE AND LACK OF SPARE PARTS. AS A RESULT OF
THIS REDUCED AVAILABILITY FMAW HAS INITIATED VARIOUS MESSAGES
REQUESTING IMMEDIATE DELIVERY OF THE 100 FORTHCOMING DEACONS
FOR USE DURING THE MONSOON SEASON. DESPITE THE OVERALL OUT-
STANDING AVAILABILITY OF BEACONS A CRITICAL SHORTAGE HAS BEEN
EXPERIENCED IN VIEW OF PROVIDING THEM TO ALL SERVICES IN ICTZ
DEMONSTRATION A NEED AS NOTED IN PARA 7.
Do FROM 1 JULY S8 THROUGH 31 OCT 69 g 9021 AG NIGHT SORTIES
WERE FLOWN. THIS FIGURE REPRESENTS THE LIONS SHARE OF TONNAGE
DROPPED AT NIGHT BY FMAW. A6 FLIGHT CREWS AND AIRCRAFT HAVE
CONTINUOUSLY DEMONSTRATED OUR CAPABILITY TO ACCURATELY DELIVER
MASSIVE LOADS OF ORDANCE AT NIGHT AND UNDER ALL WEATHER CONDITIONS.
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~' 60 DURINGTME MOM1H OF JULY, 1))68 11 ' W .. A(AI1J)· ... S33 FLEW A, TOTAl. OF 
~' 442 SORl'.lES OF \HIICH U9 '~'ER~ DAY. SOR-'UES AN!) 32~ AT NIGHT 0 

~nili: .SQUADRO~ FLE14 A ,[OTA~ .. Or.; 1S52· 'MOURS OF d.'1MICH 629 WERE 
O. COMi3A'il' Ii.OURSo ,tHERE WERE" n COMBAT SORTIES WHICH DELXVERED 
,~ 20235 TONS·.OrORDAN,CE ·AGAINST A IOTAI.. :OF' 93.5 TARGETS OF 
,./ ' WHICH 45! BERE ~OVING TARGESIQ THE CREWS .OBSERVED 92 SECONDARY 
~ . e:XPLOSIONS ':A"i\!O 51 AR1ED 2~S fIR;So' "PiE: SQUADROfIJ ,FLEW A TOTAL OF 
~ 210,Ftil..L'SYS1EfilS:AND312. PARTIAL' SYSJI;MS SORTIES!) THERE WERE 
,-' ' . 278 MISSIO.NS NORY HOF THE DEMILITARl?J::O ZONE IN SUPPORT Or THE 
'..1.' XU M~R,XNEAMPHIB,IOUS fORCE AND' rHE"?EVE~TH AIR F'ORCE0 . 
,.)A~ DURING THE, MONI·H OF JULY 19'680 VNA (A~n"'242 FbEtI 356 . 
,./ 'SORTIES)"OR·4R1o'£f:HOURS ,EXPE'WD1NG ·h882Q~~5 lONS OFd)RDANCEo 
~ , lHE :SQUAlJRON I..AUNCH:1:D 294 FULl.., S'lfS.TEMS.. SORTIES WITH 2.42 OF ' . 
~" lHEM,HA\llNGFUl.l.: SystEM 'OVER tARGE! GIV~NG AN 82 PCT COMPl.ET ION 
~ . .",RATEo IN JULY!l 214 MlSSlONS.\rJERE . FlOWN- Hfll'O NORHT \lIElNAM g 

~. 200' OF'.\.IJ.HlCH WERE.ARMIW ·RECONNAISSAtIlCE/SECDING/STRIKt: MISSIONS 
,~ ,REQUIRING 'SYSTEMS AIRCRAfT \) 1,HERE ~J,ERE-.10 DAYLIGHT CLOSE AIR. 
'~' ·SUPPURT.S F~OWN.!) THE: MAJ'ORI'fY. OF tHEM ''BEING LANDING ZONE PREPS 
,~ Urn,lZU1G' '~K~84· ORf)A~CE L.OADSo. EMPHASIS' WAS ,PLACED IN SEED.., 
,~ . ING AND stRIKE .M!SSIONS ~N. lIf9R!&f "IEt.NA~l AS PART Of THE 7TH 
~ . ,', 

~ PAGE SIX RUMLMHAr2J 16 
'./. " '. ,S E C'R E 1 MARliIl~ 'CORPS EYES ONLY' 
,./ AIR FORCE 30 DAY INTERDIctION ·PI..AN Ylf'bXVER'f ENEMY ·IRAT."I'."YC Z F'ROf"l T~ MOUNTAINOUS HIGh"WAY MnERtES:. TO IHE COAstAL. LINE OF 
/./ COMMUNICA.YIONS o :,·' ' ,.' " . , 
~ '·~BMIH~2~~LL~\!J.INGREPRE~E~rr ... CONFI~'~Ei> ,BOA fOR JUL Y~9 68g 

,./ METER'SO'F IRE NCHL.INE DESTROYED (40) 
'~ROA'O CUTS ·,(8). . .. 
//·,'SECONDARY· EXPLOSIONS (60) . 
~ SECONDARY FIRES (9~) .. 
~ .' A§E~6~JfIB~'~A8~~I~d~ED .( U 
~ DUNKEaSYESYROY~O (40) 
~ oUNKC:RS·iJAMAGEiI <1'10) 

, . -.' .. " 

~ . TRUCl{SJJ.ESTRO'l~O (2) .' .. 
,~ 70 1St MMJ ,CQi"it'1lts S0PCl' .Of AL.l. IWAll..ABLE SYSTEl\lS TO BEACON 

~'/ 'SORtIESo TE,N (Hi)) JEACON MISSIONS'. PEIf DAY, ARE CURRENTl.Y SHCED­'.1 U1..E1) 0 AN AVE.RAGE .OF. SEi:\I~l\l (n PER D"A'l' IS COMPLETEDo A TRE ... 
~,. filE NDOUS A~OUNT. 'OF Err-ORT HAS BEEN E>tPE'rIlDED TO Est AaL!SH. AND 
,~ MAIN.TAIN T'HIS ALL. \:.lEAl HER CAS CAPABKllTYo .ast f11At~ A"'6° S DROP 
~ AN ,AVERAGE OF' FORlY-MUIE (49) tONS OF,' OROPlNC! PER DAY BY 
~, ltlORKI NG r HE, 8tACON~ , LO-CATED HI: IC1.Zo; 1 $A"'~ BEACON PROGRAM 
,~ B1 . 
~ 0160 ., . , .. , 

~ .. 
~ . " .-.-=;"': .. ,. 
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6. DURING THE MONTH OF JULY 1968 p V.NACAW)-533 FLEW A TOTAL OF
442 SORTIES OF WHICH 119 WERE DAY SORTIES AND 323 AT NIGHT.
THE SQUADRON FLEW A TOTAL OF 652 HOURS OF WHICH 629 WERE
COMBAT HOURS. THERE WERE 417 COMBAT SORTIES WHICH DELIVERED
2,235 TONS OF ORDANCE AGAINST A TOTAL OF 93.5 TARGETS OF
WHICH 451 WERE MOVING TARGEST. THE CREWS OBSERVED 92 SECONDARY
EXPLOSIONS AND STARTED 235 FIRES. THE SQUADRON FLEW A TOTAL OF
270 FULL SYSTEMS AND 312 PARTIAL SYSTEMS SORTIES. THERE WERE
278 MISSIONS NORTH OF THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE IN SUPPORT OF THE
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE AND THE SEVENTH AIR FORCE.
Ao DURING THE MONTH OF JULY 1968g VNA(AW)-242 FLEW 356
SORTIES FOR 417.0 HOURS EXPENDING 1,882.595 IONS OF ORDANCE.
THE SQUADRON LAUNCHED 294 FULL. SYSTEMS. SORTIES WITH 242 OF
THEM HAVING FULL. SYSTEM OVER TARGET GIVING AN 82 PCT COMPLETION
RATE. IN JULY, 274 MISSIONS WERE FLOWN INTO NORHT VIETNAM,
200 OF WHICH WERE ARMED RECONNAIS NCE./ SEEDI MISSIONS
REQUIRING SYSTEMS AIRCRAFT THERE WERE- 70 DAYLIGHT CLOSE AIR
SUPPORTS FLOWN, THE MAJORITY OF THEM BEING LANDING ZONE PREPS
UTILIZING MK-84 ORDANCE LOADS. EMPHASIS WAS PLACED IN SEED-
ING AND STRIKE MISSIONS IN NORTH VIETNAM AS PART OF THE 7TH

PAGE SIX RUMLMHA016
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AIR FORCE 30 DAY INTERDICTION PLAN TO DIVERT ENEMY TRAFFIC
FROM THE MOUNTAINOUS HIGHWAY ARTERIES TO THE COASTAL LINE OF
COMMUNICATIONS.
B. THE FOLLOWING REPRESENT CONFIRMED BDA FOR JULY 1968:
KBMA (2)
METER'S OF TRENCHLINE DESTROYED (40)
ROAD CUTS (18)
SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS (60)
SECONDARY FIRES 8948
TRENCHES DAMAGEDAD-POSITIONS DESTROYED (1)
BUNKERS DESTROYED (40)
BUNKERS DAMAGED (10)
TRUCKS DESTROYED (2)
70 1ST MAW COMMITS 50 PCT OF ALL AVAILABLE SYSTEMS TO BEACON
SORTIES. TEN ( 10) BEACON MISSIONS PER DAY ARE CURRENTLY SHCED-
ULED. AN AVERAGE OF SEVEN (7) PER DAY IS COMPLETED. A IRE-
MENDOUS AMOUNT OF EFFORT HAS BEEN EXPENDED TO ESTABLISH AND
MAINTAIN THIS ALL WEATHER CAS CAPABILITY. IST MAW A-6°S DROP
AN AVERAGE OF FORT Y-NINE (49) TONS OF ORDANCE PER DAY BY
WORKING THE BEACONS LOCATED IN ICIZ. THE A-6 BEACON PROGRAM
BT
0160
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o TABLES HAVE; BEE~ IN:CI..UDED 'WHICH RECO,mm:ND DROP ,CRITERIA BASi.O 
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SECTION FOUR OF FOUR SECTIONSS E C R E T/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
HAS PROGRESSED UNDER COMBAT CONDITIONS AND IS CONTINUING TO
GROW AS MORE OPERATIONAL EXPERIENCE IS GAINED. 1ST MAW HAS
COMPLETELY REWRITTEN THE INSTRUCTIONS RELATING TO THE A-6A
AIRCREW AND THE GROUND FAC°S BEACON OPERATING PROCEDURES.
TABLES HAVE BEEN INCLUDED WHICH RECOMMEND DROP CRITERIA BASED
ON BEACON TO TARGET OFFSET RANGE, DISTANCE FROM FIENDLIES,
TARGET OBSERVATION, SYSTEMS STATUS, AND PRIORITY OF MISSION.
SOP IS BEING FORWARDED IO FMF PAC AND CMC UNDER SEPARATE COVER.
ADDITIONAL RABFAC BEACONS ARE UNDER PROCUREMENT. DELIVERY IS
ESTIMATED TO BEGIN DURING DECEMBER 1969 WITH THE REMAINDER IN
THE THIRD AND FOURTH QUARTERS OF F Y - 10 . FUNDS ARE PROGRAMMED
TP PERMIT PROCUREMENT OF ONE HUNDRED (100) RABFAC BEACONS
WHICH IS AN INTERIM DEVICE AND WILL CONSTUTUTE THE TOTAL
MARINE CORPS INVENTORY UNTIL A SOLID STATE BEACON THAT SATIS-

PAGE TWO RUNLMHA0161. S /MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
FIES SOR CG. 11.8 BECOME AVAILABLE. THESE ADDITIONAL BEACONS
WILL GREATLY ENHANCE THE PRESENT OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY AS ALL
USERS ARE EAGER TO ACQUIRE MORE BEACONS: THE OVER-ALL BEACON
PROGRAM CAN ONLY BE JUDGED AS A SUCCESS AND VERY DEFINITELY
HOLDS PROMISE FOR A REWARDING FUTURE. (EG) BEACONS COULD
BE DEVISED WHICH WOULD WORK IN CONJUNCTION WITH SENSORS, RECON
TEAMS COULD OPERATE WITH BEACONS WHEN SUITABLE UHF COMM IS

OBTAINED, ETC. BEACONS COULD BE EIMPLOYED OUT OF TPQ RANGE
OR EVEN BEFORE TPQ COULD BE INITIALLY INSTALLED. BEACONS ARE
MORE ACCURATE AND RESPONSIVE THAN TPQ WHEN USED WITHIN THE
PFFSET LIMITATIONS PRESCRIBED INIST MAW SOP. BEACON OPER-
ATIONS WOULD HAVE BEEN THE MOST IDEAL WEAPONS SYSTEM TO HAVE
EMPLOYED DURING THE SIEGE OF THE SANH. SUPPLIES COULD HAVE
ALSO BEEN DELIVERED ON THE BEACON. THE A-6A AIRCRAFT AND THE
RABFAC BEACON COMBINATION, ALTHOUGH LIMITED BY NUMBER OF
BEACONS p HAS PROVEN TO BE A HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL ALL-WEATHER
SUPPORTING ARM FOR MANY SENTUSIASTIC ICTZ USERS WHICH INCLUDE:
1ST MARDIV AMERICAL DIV, SPECIAL FORCES, ROKMC, 101ST AON,
AND 5TH DIV (M). BECAUSE ENDLESS POSSIDILITIES EXIST FOR
THE OPERATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT OF THE BEACON

PAGE THREE R.UMLMHA0161 SSECRET / MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
CONCEPT IT IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED THAT ITS BASIC USEFULNESS
CONTINUE TO BE EXPLOITED BOTH IN A SCIENTIFIC ENVIRONMENT
AS WELL AS OPERATIONALLY.
8. TPQ AND RADFAC ARE COMPLEMENTARY SINCE A NORMAL WING
RATES 3 ASRTS FOR EACH MASS SQUADRON. FNAW HAS HAD o ASRTS
AVAILABLE IN WIDELY SCATTERED GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS. IN
PRESENT TAOR OF 1 ST MARDIV BELIEVE 5 OF 6 RABFAC FLIGHTS
COULD BE IN PROGRESS AND OTHER AVAILABLE ASSETS IN FMAW (A4/F4)
COULD BE USED ON, IPQ MISSIONS WHILE A.G/RADFAC FLIGHTS ARE IN
PROGRESS. BEACON IN CONJUNCTION WITH A6 WEAPONS SYSTEM
CONSIDERED MORE ACCURATE.
GP-4
BT
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TO R~MAFA/CG III MAY 
aT 
SEC R E·1' " ". :.." 
PERSONAL. FOR L.IGEN 'NICKERSON 'FROM Ll'GEtt aUSE 
BUILtl1 3UU .. I)HJQS (U) , "'.,,' . , 
1. (1:) NOW' iHATTHE ICE HAS aEEM aRQKiN MiD MACV HAS GIVEh! 

. !:~:O~~~ ~~~Rg~~~ri~li~Ag~i~:e'A~F 14 7~~~~~~~ :t~~S!~tiHio D~~~L~~ 
UP ON THIS METHOD OF OdtAHIING ADDITI.ONAI.. BUH.DltvGS CF,ITICALl.Y . 
NEEDED ON OKINAWA; • . 
2. (S) A RECENT stAFF' VISIT BY THE FMFPAC FORCE ENGINEER 
REVEAL.ED A PPROXIMA1EL Y513 EfiJ?TY 8UTLER. BLDGS ui tHE QUANG TRI. 
AREA THAT WERt NOT EARMARKED FOR 'ANY' 'PURPOSE. RECOMMEND YOU 
INVESTIGATE, THE POSSIBILITY OY'USMC FORCES DISMANTLING THESE 
BUILDINGS ALSOe: IF APPROVAL CAN BE O£:TAINED, IT APPEARS THAT A 
FEASIBL.E folEY HOD WOULD BE rOUTIllZE Ii. DETACHMENT OF AaOUT 120 
MEN out Of tHE3!>0 MAN RESIDUE or THE 11TH ENGR EN DUE FOR 

'REASSIG'NMEtvt IN COUNIRZ. UNDERSTAND'SUC!'l A DETACHMENt IS NOW 

, PAGE ,2 'RUHHFMA 1704 SEC it' It T , -, 
'WORKING ON IKE, FIRST 17 BUILDINGS, MiD THEREFOR WOULD BE A 
; TRAINED ,CREW FOR FURTH~R ,DISMANTLING',' PACKAGING AND SHIPPING' OF 
. ADD 1T IONAl. B·UILDING~ .. ",' '". . 
3. ,(S), 51 ~CE IT HAS ~EEN ESTIMATED tHAT OVER 100 BUTLER aLDGS 
ARE'NEEDEO TO SATISFY KNOWN FACILITY DEFICIEhCIES AT Mca CAMP 
aUll..£R, MeAl" F:ur~M~t, AND MCA$,;'hlAKUNI,' '(OUR EFFORTS IN OBTAINH1G 
SUCH. ASSETS IN ,.COUNtRY WILL, BE . OF GREAl VALUE .. ' THIS IS " . 
PART ICUl.ARl.Y, TRUE IN VIEW ,OF THE PRESENT 'LACK OF FUNDING SUPPORT 
FOR EITHER PROCUREMENl''"OF NEW' BUILDINGS OR CONSTRUCTION OF ' ' 
'PERMANE'Nl FACILiTIES iN: o,KINAWA AND JAPAN. ," . 
GP-4 ". " ' . 
• al. : 
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P 131949Z NOV 69
FM CG FMFPAC
TO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
3T
S E E I
PERSONAL FOR LIGEN NICKERSON FROM LTGEN BUSE
BUTLER BUILDINGS (U)
1. (E) NOW THAT THE ICE HAS BEEN BROKEN AND MACV HAS GIVEN
APPROVAL FOR USMC DISMANTLING OF 17. BUTLER BLDS IN THE DONG HA

AREA FOR RETROGRADE TO OKINAWA, IT APPEARS ADVISABLE TO FOLLOW

UP ON THIS METHOD OF OBTAINING ADDITIONAL BUILDINGS CRITICALLY
NEEDED ON OKINAWA.
2. (S) A RECENT STAFF VISIT BY THE FMFPAC FORCE ENGINEER
REVEALED APPROXIMATELY 30 EMPTY BUTLER BLDGS IN THE QUANG TRI

AREA THAT WERE NOT EARMARKED FOR ANY PURPOSE. RECOMMEND YOU
INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBILITY OF USMC FORCES DISMANTLING THESE
BUILDINGS ALSO. IF APPROVAL CAN BE OBTAINED, IT APPEARS THAT A

FEASIBLE METHOD WOULD BE TO UTILIZE A DETACHMENT OF ABOUT 120
MEN OUT OF THE 350 MAN RESIDUE OF THE 11TH ENGR BN DUE FOR
REASSIGNMENT IN COUNTRZ. UNDERSTAND SUCH A DETACHMENT IS NOW

PAGE 2 RUHKFMA 1764 SECRET
WORKING ON THE FIRST 17 BUILDINGS, AND THEREFOR WOULD BE A

TRAINED CREW FOR FURTHER DISMANTLING, PACKAGING AND SHIPPING OF

ADDITIONAL BUILDINGS.
3. (S) SINCE IT HAS BEEN ESTIMATED THAT OVER 100 BUTLER BLDGS

ARE NEEDED TO SATISFY KNOWN FACILITY DEFICIENCIES AT MCB CAMP

BUTLER, MCAF FUTEMA, AND MCAS IWAKUNI, YOUR EFFORTS IN OBTAINING

SUCH ASSETS IN COUNTRY WILL BE OF GREAT VALUE. THIS IS

PARTICULARLY TRUE IN VIEW OF THE PRESENT LACK OF FUNDING SUPPORT

FOR EITHER PROCUREMENT OF NEW BUILDINGS OR CONSTRUCTION OF

PERMANENT FACILITIES IN OKINAWA AND JAPAN.
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01214562 ZYN ZFT-4 ZEE-1
FM MG TOUNSIND C/S MACV SAISON
TO ZEN/GEN BROWN CMDR 74F TAN SON MHNT
LT6 MILDREN ace ISSR LONG BINH
WAND ZIM WALT CMDR NAVFORV SAIDON
LTG NICKERSON 8 III MAF DA NANG
LTG CORCORAN CG I FFORCEV NHA TRANS
LTG EWELL CG II EFFORCEV LONG BINK
LTG ZAIS C6 XXIV CORPS PHU BAI
NG WHETHERILL CG DMAC CANHTHO
ZEM

13 NOVA.LITOPSECRET SENSITIVE FAC 14676 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: FORCE PLANNING (1))
1. ON SHNOV 59, COMOSMACY DIRECTED THAT A SPECIAL
BRIEFING BE PRESENTED TO THE COMMANDERS AT THE VIEU ON

6/1/18
22 NOV 69. COMMANDERS IN ATTENDANCE WILL BE AFFORDED AN
OP PORT: IN ITY TO COMMENT. THIS SPECIAL BRIEFING WILL IN-
CLIDE.

A. AN UPDATE OF THE 15 OCT 69 ASSESSMENT OFNTHE
SITUATION IN VIETNAM WHICH WILL BE SENT TO C.IOS ON 23 NOI 69.

B. RECOMMENDED CONCEPTS FOR FURTHER TROOP REDEPLOY ENTS.
2. TO ASSIST ADDRESSEES INMPREPARING FOR THE MIE!! DISCUSSIONS
WITH COM US, IT IS REQUESTED THAT ADDRESSEES. 63's OR G-3
RE PRESENTATIVE, AND AN ACTION OFFICER FAMILIAR wITH THE CLOSE-
HOLD SUBJECT MATTER, TOT#L OF (2) ATTEND A PRE- BRIEF AT MACV
HO AT 1430 HRS, 19 NOV 69 IN ROOM 2436.
3. ACTION OF FICER IS COL HANLET, MAC13-03, EXT 2980
GP-4

sso NOTE: DELIVER DURING OPENING DUTY HOURS
200
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E. NDO YOU VNOW THE LOCATION OF THE we PROVINCE READOMARTERS AND
THE NAMES OF THE VS PROVINCE DFIP

11.5? ANS: COL
THE VC PROVINCE HEAD DUARTERS AND MEM

NAMES.
ITS

LOCATION HE SAID HE NEW TWO OF THE OFFICIALSGENERAL
PROVINCE CHEIF AND PROVINCE SENTOR ADVISOR ACCOMPANIED5. THE

THOMPSON TO pro VINH INFANTRY COMPANY INTENSIFIED
WHITTINGTON,

ACIFI-SIR ROBERT
PROGRAM (IC IPP) HAMLET WHERE HE WAS MET BY COL

INEAMERY
ATION

198TH INF BDE, AND LTC MASNER, CO, 5.18 BATALION, 45TH

AND
0.

was BRIEFED of THE CONCEPT AND STATES ORNING
AND LOOVED it THE ENTIRE HAMLET,AROLINE

SIR ROBERT THOMPSON WAS THEN TAYEN TO THE 11TH INFANTRY
SHORT BRIEFING

BRIGADE6.
HE HAD LUTON WITH CO L HOEPER AND HAS GIVEN A

BRIDEING.BY
THERE

BRIGADE STAFF. NO QUESTIONS HERE ASVED AFTER THE
EAST OFTHE

ROBERT THOMPSON WAS MET AT THE NEW LIFE HAKLET
HR WASFSB

7. SIR
BY LTC STOTILE, CO, 3D BATTALION, 1.ST INFANTRY.

MANYSHOWN
41.1

THROUGH THE MAMLET BY COL WHEN the MALVER THROUGH OF

THE HOUSES AND OBSERVED THE PEOPLE.
ROBERT THOMPSON RETURNED TO THE AMERICAL DIVISION8.

HEADQUARTERS
SIR

WHERE HE DISCUSSED THE VEAMA LOSISTICS SYSTEM
WAS

WITH
THEMEABERS OF THE 0-2 03, SECTION. HIS PARTICULAR INTEREST

STRENGTHS AND METHODS OF OPERATION OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISIONALINITS

ORGANIZATION,
WHICH TRANS PORT SUPPLIES FROM POINT OF ORIGIN TO NVA

UNITS:
ROBERT THOMPSON COMMENTED THAT THE RE/PE UNITS HERE

HE PAS
IICH

MILTS
MORE9. SIR

NOM THAN HE HAD NOTED ON HIS PREVIOUS TRIPS.
THATEFFECTIVE

BY THE EFFECTIVENESS OR THE REHAND PF AND STATED
OFIMPRESSED

THAT THESENMITS REFLECT THE OVERALL INGREASED STRENGTH
HE ALSQ

THETHINKS
PEOPLE AND THEIR ABILITY TO RESIST THE ENEMY.

DOVIETNANESE
THAT FOR THE NVM UNITS TO MOVE AROUND THE MAY

ULTIPLE
THEY

AND
THAT

THEY
COMMENTED

MUST HAVE VERY FLEXIBLE LINES OF COMMUNICATION OR

ALTERNATE
SIR

LINES
ROBERT

OF
THOMPSON

COMMUNICATION.
EXPRESSED PLEASURE NITH HIS VISIT

HOURS.
TO THE

AMERICAL
10.

DIVISION AND DEPARTED CHII LAI AIR BASE AT 165.0

WARM REGARDS
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
900

13 NOVEM.

NNNM
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( 5) IS THE UNIVERSITY OF HILE FULLY OPERATION AL? DOCTOR
Hair DISCUSSED THE OPERATION OF THE UNIVERSITY IN CONSIDERABLE
DETAIL AND PROVIDED A GUIDED TOUR OF ALL THE FACILITIES, TO
IN CHIDE SEVERAL CLASSES IN SESSION. BURMA ROAD EXPRESSED
CONSIDERABLE INTEREST IN THE UNIVERSITY.

C ANY INPRESSIONS VISITS MAY HAVE TENDERED.
(1) BURMA ROAD CREATED QUITE AN IMPRESSION ON COL THAN

BROWN OF CHIEF, AND DOCTOR CHAY, PRESIDENT or THE UNIVERSITY
BOTH CEN H.T.S BACHGRONNE WELL AND WERE FAMILIAR WITH 11 FITINGS.
COL THEI DISCUSSED HIS THOUGHTS on THE MAR WITH BURMA ROAD
D TRING LUNCH.

(2) BuRMA ROAD SAID THE MARTED PROGRESS ARPACIFICATION IN
THE AREA WAS 03/10/15. HE APPEARED TO as VERY FAVORABLY IMPRESSED
WITH WHAT HE Sign OF ARVANS OPERATIONS. HE NAS PARTICULARLY
IN PRESSED WITH THE FOUR RECENTLY CAPTURED 10.00

MORTARS IN FRONT OF THE FIRST ARVN REGIMENTS CP AT MANCY. HE
OBSERVED SEVERAL TIMES THAT HT THOUGHT THERE MIGHT BE
TEMPORARY SET-RACIS IN THE PROGRESS OF and MA
GENERAL REGRESSION.

(3) BURMA ROAD NAS HIGHLY IMPRESSED MITN THE PRO CRESS AT
HIS UNIVERSITY.

3. OVERILL. I BELIEVE 3URNA ROAD AND MR. PAULER FOUND THEIR
V ISIT INTERESTING AND PRODUCTIVE. HE HAS ESTABLISHED
AN EX CELLENT RAPPORT WITH THE MIETNAMESE. BOTH COL THAN AND
DO CTOR CHAU WERE VERY INTERESTED IN HIS COMMENTS AND ANXIOUS

CentarsTO SHOW HIM EVERY COURTESY.
4. BURMA ROAD, IN HIS DISCUSSION with 4E STATED THAT HE WAS
ASTOUNDED AT THE PROGRESS WHICH HAS TAKEN PLACE SINCE HIS VISIT
MORE THAN EEAR AGO. HE WAS MOST COMPLIMENTARY ON THE SUCCESSES
WHICH HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED IN THE ELIMINATION OF THE VC INFRA-
STRUCTURE, AND WAS IMPRESSED WITH COL THAN AND THE WORK RE IS

DOING. stop-
WARM REGARDS.
sso NOTE: DELIVER DURING DIFTY HOURS
GP-4
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o 1434072 ZYY Z.E. S ZEEP 3

MG JUNSEND C/S MACV

TO LTG MICK RSON as 111 RAF DAWANG

INFO LTG ILDREN D CG USARV LONG BINH

LTG ZAIS BG XXIV CORPS PHII BAT

ZEM
C 0 AN (s) IDE ATTAL MAC 14754 EYES ONLY

1. 60 REFERENCE YOUR MESSAGE OF 2 NOV 69 IN WHICH YOn

REATIESTED AN ARMY COLONEL TO REPL ACE COL CANTON AS G2,

TO BE ABOARD PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE 20 DECEMBER.

2. (C) THE BEST QUALIFED ARMY COLONEL AVVILABLE IS COL

OLIVER S. PATTON, NOW G2, XXIV CORPS. SINCE HE IS

ALREADY IN THE AREA, ORIENTATION SHOULD BE

THERE IS À PROBLEM, HOWEVER, IN TIMING, BECAUSE

PATTON HAS EXTENDED FOR SIX MONTHS, AND HAS AN APPROVED

30 DAY LEAVE BEGINNING 14 DECEMBER. GENERAL ZAIS FEELS

STRONGLY HE SHOULD BE PERMITTED TO TAKE THIS LEAVE

AS SCHEDULED.
3. (II) PLEASE LET ME NO IF THE TIMING PRESENTS ANY

INSMRMOMNTABLE PROBLEMS. GP4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DNRING DIITY HOMRS

200

14
NOV P.M.

NNNN
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CONFIDENTIAL

P 141040Z NOV 69 ZFF
FM COMNAVFORV
TO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
C 0 N F I D E N I I A L
PERSONAL FOR LGEN NICKERSON FM ZUMWALT
SKED FOR DEPSECDEF PACKARD (C)
10 (C) MY PERSONAL REQUESTS TO CG III MAF . CG I FFV CG II FFV AND

CG DMAC TO PROVIDE TIME FOR MR PACKARD TO VISIT NAVAL ACTIVITIES
IN THEIR CORPS HAVE RESULTED IN VISITS TO NAVAL ACTIVITIES IN II,

III AND IV CORPS. THIS PERMITS US TO SHOW MR PACKARD EFFECTIVELY
WHAT THE NAVY IS DOING TO SUPPORT THE ARMY AND COMUSMACV, IT IS
REGRETTED THAT HE WILL NOT LEARN FIRST HAND ABOUT THE NAVY SUPPORT
WHICH HAS BEEN PROVIDED BY 3RD NCB AND NSAD AS THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE NAVY-MARINE CORPS TEAM IN I CTZ.
2g (C) SINCE IT HAS NOT BEEN POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO PROVIDE TIME FOR

MR. PACKARD TO VISIT COMNAVSUPPACT DANANG, OR COM 3RD NCB, REQUEST
THAT YOU PROVIDE RADMS BONNER AND DILLON A PORTION OF TIME DURING
THE III MAF BRIEFING, WITH THE CRUCIAL TRANSITION PERIOD AHEAD, Teat

FEEL IT IMPORTANT THAT MR. PACKARO HEAR THE NSA DANANG AND CB I
CORPS STORY DURING THIS VISIT WARM REGARDS,
GPr4
BT
#2140

CONFIDENTIALOF 6 COPIESCOPY 2
1ST MARDIV 2100/4 (9/67) 3
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TOP SECRET

P 1412492 NOV 69
FM CNC
TO CG FMFPAC
INFO CG III MAF
BT
TOPSECRET PERSONAL FOR LIGEN BUSE, INFO LIGEN NICKERSON,
FROM GEN CHAPMAN. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY.
RIF-AMALGAMATION PLAN (C)
A. CG FMFPAC 3402112 NOV. 19.69

B. JCS MSG 3964 DIG 1422507 FEB 19.66

le (IS) AFTER REVIEW OF SUBJECT PLAN.. MY. CONCERN OVER THE FUTURE
INTEGRITY OF OUR AIR AROUND TEAM, INCLUDING FLC, AND THE LOSS
OF DIRECT MARINE CORPS ACCESS TO COMUSMACV, AS REPORTED IN
REF A REMAINS.
2. (TS) BY REF B, THE JCS APPROVED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF III MAF AS
A UNI-SERVICE FORCE REPORTING DIRECTLY TO COMUSMACV. DEACTIVATION
OF KQ 111 MAF AS RECOMMENDED IN THE PLAN, REQUIRES JCS APPROVAL
AND RUNS COUNTER TO OUR DESIRE TO KEEP A VIABLE AIR-GROUND TEAM
FUNCTIONING IN RVN UNTIL PHASE SIX REDEPLOYMENTS
3. (TS) 1 KNOW FROM REF A THAT AN APPROACH TO SOLVING THIS PROBLEM

PAGE TWO RUEBH0A4617 T 0 PSECRET
IS BEING DEVELOPED. DOUBLE co MAITING THE MARINES IN THE NEW
JOINT HQ TO PROVIDE A CG AND STAFF FOR III MAF MAY BE All

ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION AS LONG AS A MARINE LIGEN REMAINS IN
COMMAND. THE CREATION OF A SEPARATE SMALL III MAF HQ OF THE
SORT YOU DESCRIBED IN YOUR 15SEP LETTER IS AN ACCEPTABLE
ALTERNATIVE. IN ANY EVENT, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT A III MAF He
BE RETAINED IN SOME WORKABLE FORM.
4a (IS) PLEASE KEEP ME INFORMED OF THE APPROACH BEING TAKEN AND OF
ACTIONS ON THIS MATTER AS THEY UNFOLD, IN ORDER THAT WE CAN
BE CONSISTENT IN OUR DISCUSSIONS AND/OR ACTIONS HERE.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-3
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0 1511302 ZYM 277.2 ZFF-5
FM LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS
TO LTS NICKERSON 06 III MAY
INFO GEN ABRAMY CONUSMAN
OL OSTEEN CO 1ST BDE 5TH INF DIV (ECH)
ZEM
CONFIDENTIAL PHB 2347 EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF THREE

UPON CONCLUSION 07 THE RECENT ACTION BY THE 1/5TH MECH BRIGADE
NEAR THE DMZ I ASKED COL OSTEEN TO PROVIDE A WRAP HP OF THE ACTION.
I HAD STAYED AHEAD OF THE ACTION AT LONG RANGE SINCE I WAS BED-
RIDDEN WITH A SEVERELY STRAINED BACK. I ARRIVED ON THE SCENE TOO
LATE TO PERSONALLY INFLIENCE THE CONDUCT 0F THE OPERATION BUT AS
If WAS DESCRIBED TO ME I WAS VERY INFLUENCED WITH TH VALOROUS
DEEDS OF THIS AGGRESSIVE UNIT. HIS REPORT TO ME IS FORWARDED
TOO YOU AS KEE SENT IT INCLUDING THE LESSONS LEARNED. I AM PROUD
OF THESE OFFICERS AND MEN AND VISH TO SHARE MY PRIDE WITH YOU.
QUOTE
0 1515452 NOV 69
FM OOL OSTEEN 8 1ST BDE 5TH INF DIV ( ECH) TR RVN
TO LTG ZAIS 00 XX IV CORPS PHB RVN
BT
SECTION I OF II
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTS Z I S
THE FOLLOWING SUMMARIZES A MAJOR BATTLE BETWEEN NVA FORCES AND ELEMENTS
OF THE 1ST BRIGADE, 5TH INFANTRY DIVISION ECH) DURING THE PERIOD
11-15 NOV 69. WHILE ON RECOMMAISSANCE IN FORCE OPERATION SIX
KILOMETERS SOMTH OF THE DMZ AND SEVEN - LLOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF FSB 0-2
TASY FORCE 1-61, COMPOSED 0 = COMPANIES A. a, C, AND THE SCOUT PLATOON
OF THE 1ST SATT LIO (MECHANIZED), 61ST INFANTRY, AND COMPANY D, 1ST
BATTALION, 11TH IMPANTRY OF THE 1ST BRI ADE, 5TH INFANTRY DIVISION
(MECHANIZED) MADE CONTACT OVER A THREE DAY PERIOD WITH A FORCE
ESTIMATED TO BE Two REINFORCED BATTALIONS OF THE 27TH NV , REGIMENT
OCCIPYING A STRONGLY DEFENDED BUNDER COMPLEX IN ROUSH, HILLY
TERRAIN. INITIAL CONTACT WAS MADE or 110430H NOVEMBER WHEN THE
NDP OF D 1/11 WAS PROBED BY AN ESTIMATED PLATOON OF WV. AFTER
THE COM PANY CONNERED TM LIGHT PROBE with HAND GRENADES, CLAYMORE
MINES, M 79 FIRE, AND SMALL ARMS FPRE. ALL ENEMY MOVE ENT AROUND THE
PERIMETER CEASED. AT BMST THE CO PANY C INNS THE NEAPON PLATOON
AND 1/2 or RIFLE PLATOON) INITIATED PURSUIT OF THE ENE Y. Y
FOLLOWING THE FRESH TRAILS WEST ALONG A RID : LIME, D 1/11 OVERTOO
AND ENGAGED THE ENEMY FIXING THEIR POSITION. FROM THE VOLUME
OF FIRE RETURNED, IT VAS APPARENT THAT THE ENEMY PLATOON HAD LINER UP
WITH OTHER ELEMENTS AND THE TOTAL ENEMY FORCE WAS NOV ESTIMATED TO BE OF
COM PANY SIZE. AT 0730 THE BITTALION COMMANDER JOINED THE UNIT IN
DNTACT ON THE GROUND AND RAPIDLY MANEWERED C. VS1 TO REINFORCE D 1/11
AND B 1/61 TO FLAN THE ENEMY TO THE NORTH.
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ON E THE FLANKING MANEWER WAS COOPLISHED AND EXTEN IVE SUPPORTING

FIRES HAD BEE EMPLOYED TO INCLUDE TAC AIR, CO BRA 3INSHIPS AND ARTILLERY,

THE ENEMY POSITIONS WERE AGGRESSIVELY ASSAULTED AND DEFENTED. THE

ENEM Y WAS FORCED TO WITHDRAW WEST WARD, THROUGH ARTILLERY
SLOCKING F IRES, ALONG A RIDGE LINE TO A SECOND GROUP OF PREPARED

DEFENSIVE POSITIONS. THE TAS FORCE CONTINUED THE ATTACY AND
THE ENEMY WAS FORCED TO WITHDR TO STILL A THIRD DEFENSIVE COMPLEY.

WHEN THESE POSITIONS WERE TAVEN THE ENEMY EASED TO OPERATE AS A UNIT

AND SCATTERED INDIV IDUALS WERE SEE FLEEING TO THE WEST. or 1245H
SIGNIF ICANT CONTACT VAS BRO EN AND A INITIAL CURSORY CHECK OF THE

BATTLEF IELD, WHICH BY THIS TIME STRETCHED Two VILOMETERS, YIELDED

18 NVA VIA AND 2 POWS. IT APPEARED AND TER WAS CONFIRMED BY POV

INTERRO GATION THAT MANY MORE NV A MAD BEEN ,ILLED AND HAD FFN HIDDEN

IN CAMOUFLAGED POSITIONS IN DRAWS AND BINNERS DOWN HILL FROM THE

RIDGE LINE. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES WERE 2 ..IA AND 4 VIA.

LATE IN THE AFTERNOON OF 11 NOVEMBER, D 1/11 RETURNED TO SSB C-2

FOR A STAND-DOMN AFTER SEVERAL VEEVS OF FIELD DUTY. PLANS WERE MADE

TO HAVE C 1/51 SUSER THE ARE , on CONTACT FROM THE WEST AND 1/61
FROM THE EIST, THE FOLLOWING DAY, PAYING PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO THE

DRAWS ALONG THE RIO E LINE. THE MORTING OF 12 NOVE BER PASSED WITH

LIGHT CONTACT RESULTING IN ONE NVA ..IA.

AT 1235H THE FIRST PLATOON OF 0 1/51 CAME UNDER HEAVY AUTO ATIC

WEAPONS FIRE WHILE SEARCHING A DRAV ON THE SOUTH SIDE of THE EAST-

WEST RIDGE LINE OF THE PREVIOUS DAYS CONTACT. THE PLATOON SUPPRESSED

THE ENEMY FIRE AND CALLED FOR A MEDIVAS HELICOPTER TO E TRACT THEIR

WOUNDED. A KELICOPTER PROVIDING LOGISTICAL SUPPORT TO THE BATTALION
RESPONDED AND CRASHED AND BURNED WHEN HIT BY AN RP G-2 ROUND.

THE FIRST PLATOON IMMEDIATELY STARTED MOVEMENT TOWARD THE DOWNED

AIRCRAFT TO RESCRE THE CREV AND DOUNDED PERSONNEL: IT WAS SOON MIT

FROM FOHR SIDES BY INTENSE SMALL ARMS AND RP G FIRE. AT VIRINALLY

THE SAME TIME THE SECOND PLATOOM 0 € 1/5 WAS EMERGED WITH

ENEMY SMALL ARMS AND RPO FIRE IN A DRAW JUST EAST OF THE FIRST PLATOON.

AT THIS TIME (APPROXIMATELY 1245) TM BATTALION CON ANDER JOINED

C 1/51 CP ON THE FINGER TO THE ExST OF THE SECOND PLATOON AND IN TRUCTED

B 1/51 TO MOVE RAPIDLY ALONG THE RIDGE PAST THE FINER WHERE C 1/61 WAS

LOCATED AND FLAN THE ENEMY POSITIO" ALOVE THE RIDGE. THE THIRD

PLATOON OF C 1/51 LED BY THE COMPANY COM ANDER, ATTEMPTED TO

MO VE AROUND THE OPPOSITE FLAME THIS ELEMENT NA HIT wITH HEAVY

MALL ARMS FIRE AND REMADES. THE PLATO HAD TO FALL 340y

S SO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
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THE ENEMY IN THIS POSITION WAS IN A WELL PREPARED AND CONSTRUCTED

B.N.ER COMPLEX wITH BOTH BUNLER FIGHTING POSITIONS AND BOMB

SHELTERS. THERE WERE WELL PREPARED POSITIONS FROM WHICH THE ENEMY

INTENDED TO FIGHT *ITH SUNVERS SITUATED TO PROV :IDE of UTUAL SUPPORT. IT

WAS NOT AN ENEMY UNIT WITH MASTY FIELD FORTIFICATIONS. IN THIS
ACTION THE COMPANY COMMANDER WAS SERIOUSLY YOUNDED AND EVACUATED. THE

BATTALION COMMANDER, REALIZING THAT HE VA FACING A MAJOR ENEMY FORCE,

ALERTED D V 11 TO PREPARE FOR AN AIR ASSAULT INTO THE AREA OF CONTACT.

FIFTEEN M INUTES AFTER RECEIVING THE ALERT, THE FIRST ELEMENTS OF

THE COMPANY WERE LOADING AIRCRAFT AND WERE ON THE GROUND FIVE
MINHTES LATER. THEIR MISSION WAS TO ZAMY THE ENEMY TO THE SOUTH. THE

ENTIRE COM PANY, IN THEIR INITIAL ASSAULT, HOWEVER, ENCOUNTERED

HEAVY AUTOMATIC VEAPON'S FIRE AND RP3 FIRE 1000 METERS SOUTH OF

THE INITIAL CONTACT AND VAS FORCED TO WITHDRAW AND EVACUATE THEIR

WOUNDED. WHEN D 1/11 MADE CONTACT, THE SATTALION CO MANDER COMMITTED

HIS SCONT PLATOON BY AIR ASSAULT. THIS MOVE WAS COMPLETED BY 1525H.
THROUGHOIT THIS PERIOD, COBRA GUNSHIPS AND TAC AIR WAS UTILIZED TO

SUPPRESS AND DESTROY ENEMY POSITIONS. WHILE D V 11 MAS IN CONTACT

THE BATTALION CP BECAN RECEIVING SMALL ARMS FIRE FROM THE HIGH

RIDGE LINE RUNNING FAST-WEST TO THE RE R 0 = ITS POSITION. 31/61
VAS NOV GIVEN THE MISSION OF SECURING THIS VITAL HIGH ROUND.

MEANWHILE à OH-6A THAT WAS APPARENTLY MONITORING GHARD FRE QUENCY

LEV OVER THE DOWNED UH-1H, LANDED AND EXTRACTED Two MOUNDED PERSONNEL

AND RETURNED FOR A SECOND LOAD. WHILE 04 A SHORT FINAL APPROACH

THE LON WAS HIT BY RPG-2 ROUND CAUSING THE AIRCRAFT TO CRASY AND BURN.
THE SIN LE PILOT ESCAPED SERIOUS MRY FROY THE CRASH AND DINED THE

1 ST PLATOON OTHC COMPANY. AS DARWESS APPROACHED, THE BATTALION
COMMANDER ORGANIZED THE BILLY OF THE BATTALION INTO TWO SEPERATE GROUPS.

3 CYMPANY 1/51, C COMPANY 1/61, D COMPANY 1/11 AND 8, SCOUTS WERE IN

ONE POSITION WHILES COMPANY 1/61 WITH THE MORTAR PLATOONS OF BRAVO
AND CHARLIE COMPANIES WERE IN THE OTHER POSITION. IN SPITE OF SEVERAL
ATTACKS TO LINE 11P WITH FRIENDLY FORCES. THE FIRST PLATOON OF
C COMPANY 1/61 WAS STILL TRAPPED IN THEIR ORI GINAL DRAY AND WAS
EXTREMELY LOW 0 * AMMUNITION AND WATER. EVERY MAY IN THE PLATOON MAD
BEEN WOUNDED AT LEAST ONCE AND THREE COULD NOT WAL .

AT 24 05 ¥ A RESQUE PATROL OF SEVEN VOLUNTEERS OF D COMPANY V11,
INCLUDING THE COMPANY COMMANDER, CRAWLED AND MANEHVERED 800 METERS
THROUGH THE ENEMY BINDER DMPLEX AND LIVED up WITH THE FIRST

PLATOON OF C COMPANY 1/61 RECEPTIVE AND. PROTECTIVE FIRE WERE INCREASED
TO PROTECT THE PATROL AND COVER ITS MANEWARER AFTER PROVIDING EMERGENCY
FIRST AID TO THE INJURED, THE PATROL EXTRACTED THE PLATOON ALL MEMBERS

#8(3)or THE PATROL AND THE PLATOON CLOSED THE BATTALION PERIMETER BY
943 0H HOURS.
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EARLIER IN THE DAY THE MORTAR PLATOONS OF B COMPANY 1/61 AND

COMPANY 1/61 HAD CONSOLIDATED IN THE B COMPANY 1/6, NOP OF THE
C
PREV1015 EVENING LOCATED THREE ILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF THE CONTACT

AREA. SINCE THE UNITS IN INTACT MOUL" NOT BE ABLF TO WITHDRAW TO

SECURE THE MORTAR POSITIONS, A ANY V61 WAS AIRLISTS TO JOIN

THE MORTAR PLATOOMS, CLOSED AT 2155 H AND START D DEFENSIVE

PREPARATIONS. AT 138,00 THE PERIMETER REPORTED HEAVY ENSY OVE-

MENT AT CLOSE RAVIE. A COMPANY 1/61 BEGAN RECEIVING HEAVY 50 M AND

82 MM MORTAR FIRE AT 130245H. THE COMPANY "AS ALERTED TO A POS IBLE

SAPPER ATTACH TO FOLLOW THE INDIRECT FIRE ATTACY. COUNTER MORTAR

RADAR VAS EMPLOYED AND COUNTER BATTERY FIRE WAS STARTED

THE ENEMY GROUND .TTACK BEGAN AT 1383M WITH HAND GRENADES, SATCHEL

CHARGES, SAF AND AUTOMATIC VEAPONS TROM TH NORTH, NORTHWEST AND

WESTERN SIDE OF THE PERIMETER A COMPANY I/S, AND THE TVO MORTAR

PLATOONS REACTED WITH A HEAVY VOLUME OF FIRE. AT 130354H THE COMMANDER

OF A COMPANY 1/61 MAS MILLED AND 8 TROL OF THE COMPANY PASSED TO

THE ARTILLERY FORWARD OBSERVER, SINCE ALL OF THE PLATOON LEADERS

WERE FULLY ENGAGED 04 THE PERIMETER. AT 130403H THE FORWARD 0 SERVER

REQUESTED EMERGENCY AMMUNITION RESUPPLY. SIMULTANEOUSLY, UNIT WERE

INSTRUCTED TO EXERCISE TIGHT FIRE DISCIPLINE.

AT 136504 THE BATTALION COMMANDER ORDERED HIS TANK COMPANY (A/1/77)

TO MOVE FROM FSB A-4 TO REINFORCE 1/16, POSITION, SOME 14 vILO-

METERS DISTANCE. THE COMPANY MOVES IN DARWNESS THROUGH ROUGH TERRAIN.

CROSSED SEVERAL STREAMS AND ASSUMED CONTROL IN THE VI 1/61 PERI-

METER AT 06154
AT 13.5339 HELICOPTERS STARTED A EMERGENCY RESUPPLY FOR 1/51

AND BEGAN TO MEDIVAC THE SERIOUSLY WOINDED. HELICOPTER GINNSHIPS

PROTECTED THE LOG AND MEDIVAC SHIPS WORLING IN THE AREA OF INTENSE

FIRE.
THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT THE COMPANY WAS SUPPORTED BY TAC AIR STRIVES,

SPOOKY AND ARTILLERY, ALTERNATING AS THE AIRCRAFT CAME IN AND DEPARTED

THE STATION THE AIR FORCE FAC CD ORDINATED AND CONTROLLED THE FIRE

SUPPORT AND CHECKED FIRE AS NECESSARY FOR AIR CLEARING. ABOUT 30

MINUTES AFTER DAYLIGHT, THE ENEMY BEGAN TO WITHDRAY AND ALL SIGNIFICANT

CONTACT ENDED AT 133645 4
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PURSUIT WAS CONTINUED WITH TAC AIR AND ARTILLERY AS THE ENEMY FLEO TO
THE MORTHWEST. AT FIRST LIGHT THE BATTALIOS CP, WITH ELEMENTS OF
C O D, 1ST BN, 11TH INF RETURNED TO THE HIGH GROUND AND WIINED B CO
1/61. AT THE SAME TIME, CASHALTIES WERE BEING EVACUATED FROM A CO
1 /61 PERIMETER UNDER CONTINUOUS MORTAR AND SPORADIC SMALL AR $ FIRE.
ALL CONTACT ENDED BY 131000 HRS AND THE BATTALION CONTINMED
CONSOLIDATION AND PREPARED TO SWEEP THE B,TTLEFIELD.
AT 31100 HOURS THE BATTALION COMMANDER WAS GIVEN THE MISSION OF
SECURING A LANDING ZONE TO BE USEDBY THE 2.10 BN, 53 IST INFANTRY
FOR AN AIR ASSAILT INTO THE BATTLE ARE A TO CONTINUE THE ACTION
INITIATED BY THE TF 1/51 INF DURING THE DAY THE 2ND BY, 50,ST INF
AND A BATTALIO 0 THE 1ST ARVN DIVISION WERE AIR LIFTED INTO THE
AREA TO ASSIST IN THE MOPPING UP AND TO BLOCY ENEMY ESCAPE. AT PRESENT,
THE OPERATION CONTINUES WITH SPORADIO CONTACT.

AS A RESULT or THIS ACTION, FRIENDLY CASUALTIES WERE 13 vIA
AND 58 WIA. ENEMY CASUALTIES WERE 133 VIA WITH 2 POWS. A LARGE
QUANTITY OF MINITIONS, MATERIAL, INDIVIDUAL WEIPONS AND

CRE # SERVED NE & POWS WERE CAPTURED.
SEVERAL NOTABLE POINTS (MOST OF WHICH ARE NOT NEW ARE EVIDENT

IN THIS ACTION:
A. THE COURAGE AND HEROISM OF THE us FIGHTING AN, GROUND

SOLDIER AND AIR CREWS IS INMATCHABLE.
S. THE NV A SOLDIERS PRESENTLY I'll THE AREA OF THE DM? ARE STILL A

HARDENED AND SKILLFUL SOLDIER WHOSE UNITS ENDURE TERRIFIC CASUALTIES.
IN THE HEAVY FIGHTING IT IS PROBABLE THAT TWO NVA BATTALIONS
ERE SEVERELY MAULED. HONEVR, DHE TO THE PRO IVITY TO THE DMZ,
THE ENEMY CAN EVACUATE HIS CASHILTIES AND REBUILD HIS FORCES RATHER
QUICKLY.

C. THE TIMELY COMMITMENT OF RE.CTION FORCES IS A KEY TO VICTORY.
D. THE DESTRICTION OF THESE NV A FORCES PROBABLY PREFIPIED AN

ATTACK # PO N THE RESETTLEMENT VILL E OF CAM LO. THEIR DESTRUCTION
WAS DUE TO AGGRESSIVE MOVEMENT OF TF VS, TO GAIN AND MAINTAIN

#8(5)CONTACT WITH THE EVENY.
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E. THE BATTALION COMMANDER OF TF vs, S I LLFULLY EMPLOYED FIRE

AND MANENVER IN THE CLISSIC SENSE. THIS ENABLED THE BATTALION TO OVER-
COME A TENACIOUS AND STRON 5 ENEMY FORCE.

F. WHEN ADDITIONAL FORCES WERE REQUIRED TO SEAL AND EXPLOIT TM
RESULTS OF THIS BATTLE. THEY WERE AV ILIBLE WITHIN XXIV CORPS AND
PROM PTLY COMMITTED. A BATTALION OF THE 1ST ARVN DIVISION WAS PICVED
no AT DONG HA AND AIR ASSAULTEDMORTH 0° THE AREA OF CONTACT TO

SEAL OFF ENEMY ESCAPE. SIMULTANEOUSLY, A BATTALION OF THE 1.1ST
AIRBORNE DIVISION (AMB) VAS MOVED IN ONE LIFT BY CH-47 AIRCRAFT
TO QUANG TRI COMBAT BASE AND THEN PICUED up AND AIR A AULTED INTO
THE AREA OF CONTACT. THIS WAS DONE or SHORT NOTICE, WITH DIRECT
COORDINATION or THE UNITS INVOLVED, AND EXECUTED IN A PROFESSIONAL
MANNER.

3. UNITS MIST 3E PREPARED MENTALLY, PHYSICALLY, AND TACTICALLY
TO FIGHT SIGST,INED ACTIONS AT ANY TIME AND AT ANY PLACE. ALL UNITS

Must PREPARE FOR AND EXPECT HARD COMBAT. NO LOCATION NEAR THE DMZ

CAN BE CONSIDERED SAFE FROM FORCEFUL ENEMY ACTION. THIS WAS THE

LARGEST CONTACT WITH THE MA I' THE LETTERNECK S-HARE AREA IN
OVER SIX MONTHS. ITS TRUE SIGNIFICANCE IS NOT YET "NOWN, HOWEVER,
THE ENEMY WAS DEALT A SEVERE BLOY IN 41S EFFORT TO OPERATE
SUCCESSFILLY IN THE AREA.
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SECRET

P 1721387 NOV 69:
FM CMC
TO CG FMFPAC
CG IiI MAF
BT
S E C R E T/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
PERSONAL FOR LIGEN BUSE, LTGEN NICKERSON AND GEN WALT
FROM GEN CHAPMAN.
CG, 111 MAF PASS TO GEN WALT.
1. (S) ALTHOUGH I ASSUME YOU HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY CINCPAC/
COMUSMACV OF SECDEF VIEWS CONCERNING DISCUSSIONS ON WITHDRAWALS,QUOTED BELOW IS THE TEXT OF A SECRET EYES ONLY MEMO ISSUED BY
THE SECRETARY, QUOTE: IN WAKE OF THE PRESIDENT'S NOVEMBER 3
SPEECH, I BELIEVE IT IS ESSENTIAL THERE BE LIGHT DISCIPLINE
THROUGHOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE ON TWO POINTS:
1. IT IS VITALLY IMPORTANT THERE BE NO SPECULATION ON TROOP

REDEPLOYMENTS FROM SOUTH VIETNAM, EITHER IN TERMS OF NUMBERS OR
OF TIMIMG. I CANNOT EMPHASIZE THIS POINT 100 STRONGLY. VIOLATIONS
OF THIS QUOTE NO SPECULATION UNQUOTE: PRINCIPLE SIMPLY CANNOT BE
TOLERATED. ALTERNATIVELY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT THAT WE STANDFIRM ON THE POINT WE HAVE A PLAN, BUT THAT WE ARE NOT GOING TO
DISCUSS II.
2. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS

REFRAIN FROM GIVING THE IMPRESSION WE, ARE CONSIDERING MAKINGANY ADDITIONAL NEGOTIATING CONCESSIONS IN PARIS OR ELSEWHERE. THIS
IS A TIME FOR US TO STAND ON WHAT WE HAVE OFFERED AND LET HANOI
GIVE SOME INDICATION IT IS WILLING TO PARTICIPATE IN GENUINE NEGOT-
IATIONS. I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IN OUR PUBLIC APPEARANCES
ON THE VIETNAM ISSUE TO STRESS CANDOR WE HAVE A GOOD VIETNAMIZATIONSTORY TO TELL: AND I BELIEVE THE DEPARTMENT CAN RIGHTLY BE PROUD
OF THE PROGRESS BEING MADE. NONTHELESS, OVERLY OPTIMISTIC
FORECASTS SHOULD BE AVOIDED. IT MUST BE RECOGNIZED THAT THERE WILL
BE OCCASIONAL TACTICAL SETBACKS IN SOUTH VIETNAM. THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE SHOULD BE PREPARED FOR SUCH EVENTS. TOO, WE SHOULD
DISCUSS THE GENERAL AREAS OF AGREEMENT AMONG OUR PEOPLE ON US
GOALS AND POLICIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, RATHER THAN HIGHLIGHTING
DISSENT. WITH THESE KINDS OF EMPHASES WE CAN TALK TO THE PEOPLEWHERE IT REALLY COUNTS. UNQU OTE.
2. WARM REGARDS,
GP-4
BT
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TOP SECRET

PP RUEBHOA RHMMAFA
DE RUHHEMA 2307 3220225
ZNY TITTY
P. 180225Z NOV 69
FM CG FMFPAC
TO RUEBHOA/
INFO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF

BT
T 0 P E C R SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN INFO

LIGEN NICKERSON FROM LIGEN BUSE. MARINE CORPS EYES

ONLY. DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS ONLY

FORCE PLANNING (U)

Ao DJS 1115012/NOV69 (TS) (EXCLUSIVE) (NOTAL)

D. CINCPAC MEMO SER: 00091-69 OF 13 NOV 69 (TS)

(SENSITIVE) (NOTAL)
16 (IS) REF A2 OBTAINED FROM A PRIVILEGED SOURCE, ADVISED

CINCPAC CONCERNING TWO SECDER MEMOS DATED 10NOV1969;

As MEMO FOR JCS DIRECTED DEVELOPMENT, NLT 31JAN

1970. OF - A PLAN FOR A PHASE 111 RVNAF IMPROVEMENT AND

MODERNIZATION PROGRAM TO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

(1) RAISING RVNAF EFFECTIVENESS TO THE

POINT WHERE GVN CAN MAINTAIN AT LEAST CURRENT LEVELS

OF SECURITY WHILE U.S. FORCES ARE PHASED DOWN FIRST TO.

PAGE a RUHKFMA 2307 I 0 P C I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO

A SUPPORT FORCE (I.E., EITHER APPROX 260K OR 190K BY

TJULY1971 AND THEN PROGESSICELY TO THE LEVEL OF AN

ADVISORY FORCE (MAAG WITH NO STRENGTH LEVEL PRESCRIEBED)

ay 1JULY1973.
(2) UPDATED EXAMINATION OF U.S. FORCE

REDEPLOYMENTS.
(3) ASSESSMENT OF GVN CAPABILITY BASED ON:

CURRENT VC/NVA THREAT.
B. MEMO FOR SERVICE SECRETARIES TO REVIEW THEIR

RVNAF IMPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION EFFORTS TO ENSURE

THEY ARE IN ACCORD WITH THE REVISED GUIDANCE PROVIDED

JCS, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREAS OF TRAINING, COMEAT

SUPPORT AND COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT.

20 (IS) REF B, ADVISED CINCPAC SERVICE COMPONENT

COMMANDERS OF THE FOLLOWING:
As THAT CINCPAC EXPECTS TO BE TASKED BY JCS

BY APPROX 19 NOV 69 TO DEVELOPEA: PLAN FOR PHASE 111 RVNAF

IMPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF RAISING

RVNAF EFFECTIVENESS TO THE POINT WHERE GVN CAN MAINTAIN

AT LEAST CURRENT LEVELS OF SECURITY WHILE U.S. FORCES

PAGE LOF PAGES
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TOP SECRET

PAGE 3 RUHHFMA 2307 I C R EX I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO

ARE PHASED DOWN.
B. THAT PLAN MUST INCLUDE COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW

OF RVNAF MISSIONS, FORCE STRUCTURE AND FORCE MIX, AS

WELL AS EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS.
C. THAT PLAN MUST INCLUDE UPDATED EXAMINATION

OF U.S. FORCE REDEPLOYMENTS,
D. THAT PLAN SHOULD INCLUDE ALTERNATIVE SUPPORT

FORCE PACKAGES, INCLUDING MISSIONS AND TYPES OF UNITS

BY SERVICE, AND AN ASSESSMENT OF RISKS.
E. THAT CINOPAC SERVICE COMPONENT COMMANDERS WERE

TO REVIEW THE ANTICIPATED TASKING AND TO SUBMIT,

BY COB [8 NOV 19 69 g RECOMMENDATIONS FOR .INCORPARATION
IN A COORDINATED TASKING MESSAGE TO COMUSMACV.
3. (TE) WHILE CINCPAC HAS NOT PASSED REF A TO US OFFICIALLY,

IT WOULD APPEAR THAT RECEIPT OF REF A.AT CINGPAG HAS

PROMPTED REF B.
4. (TS) SHOULD NICK BE CALLED UPON TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION

TO COMUSMACV BAEED ON REF A, REQUEST YOUR GUIDANCE

CONCERNING DESIRED SCHEDULE FOR REDEPLOYMENT OF MARINE

FORCES UNDER THE PARAMETERS ESTABLISHED BY REF A.

PAGE 4 RUHHEMA 2307 T 0PSECRE I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO

WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
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TOP SECRET

PP RHMMAFA
DE RUNKFMA 2595 3232236
ZNY TTTTT
P. 1922362 NOV 69
FM CG FMFPAC
TO RHMMAFA/QG 111 MAF
BT
T 0PSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN NICKERSON FROM
LIGEN BUSE. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. DELIVER CURING
WORKING HOURS ONLY.
FORCE PLANNING (U)
Ae CG FMFPAC 1802252/NOV65 (IS) (EXCLUSIVE)
B. CMC 198011Z/NOV69 CIS)CEXCLUSIVE) (NOTAL)
1s (IS) REF A REQUESTED GUIDANCE IN CONNECTION WITH
CURRENT PLANNING ON THE SUBJECT. BY REF a CMC PRO.
VIDED THE FOLLOWING GUIDANCE:

A. DURING HIS CURRENT VISIT, SECRETARY PACKARD
WILL DISCUSS THE SUBJECT WITH GENERAL ABRAMS, WHO WILL ADVISE
CINCPAC/JCS ON A 196K RESIDUAL FORCE ALTERNATIVE ASAP
AFTER THE DISCUSSIONS. JCS CONSIDER THEY HAVE A
HANDLE ON A 260K RESIDUAL FORCE ALIERNATIVE AS
APPROXIMATED IN NSSM-00, out VARIOUS BUDGET DRILLS IN
WASHINGTON ARE REQUIRING EXAMINATION OF VARIOUS RESIDUAL

PAGE TWO RUNHEMA 2595 T 0 MCEO
FORCE LEVELS AND DATES FOR ACCELERATING THE VIETNAMIZATION
PROGRAM.

Be IN RESPONSE TO A REQUEFT FOR MARINE CORPS
INPUT IN CONNECTION WITH THE 190K RESIDUAL FORCE
ALTERNATIVE UNDER CONSIDERATION, OUR PROPOSAL SHOULD
BE ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES:

(1) NO MARINES IN EITHER THE 260K OR 190K
RESIDUAL FORCE OTHER THAN THE 6K ADVISORY AND ANGLICO
PERSONNEL PROVIDED FOR IN NSSM-36.

(2) PHASING OF REDEPLOYMENTS SUBJECT TO ABE'S
DESIRES AND NATIONAL APPROVAL.

(3) REDEPLOYMENT PHASING OF MARINE FORCES SHOULD
PROVIDE FOR BALANCED AIR/GROUND PACKAGES WITH ADEQUATE
COMBAT AND COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT

(4) MINIMUM FORCE FOR ROLLUP AS REQUIRED BY III MAF.
2. (IS) IN RESPONSE TO CINCPAC REQUEST FOR RECOMMEN
DATIONS FOR INCORPORATION INTO A CINCPAC TASKING MESSAGE
TO ABE RELATIVE TO DEVELOPMENT OF A PLAN FOR PHASE
III RVNAF IMPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION PROGRAM, AS
CITED IN REF A. I PROPOSED THE FOLLOWING:

PAGE / OF 2 PAGES 22/1)
2 3 TOP SECRETCOPY OF COPIES111 MAF 2100/4
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PAGE THREE RUHKFMA 2595 I 0PSECRET MCEO
A. EMPRASIZE THE REQUIREMENT FOR DETAILED CON-

SIDERATION OF TIME #29 PHASING CONCERNING INTERRELATED
MATTERS OF RVNAF IMPROVEMENT, THE VC/NVA THREAT AND
U.S. FORCE REDEPLOYMENTS.

B. ADHERENCE, AS FAR AS PRACTICABLE, TO THE
PRIORITIES OF U.S. FORCE REDEPLOYMENTS AS CONTAINED
IN NSSM-36. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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' /. Ao CG III ~iAF 2013554Z NOV 59 ers) (~XC~USIVE) '"v 
/ / So CG FMJiPAC 1922';";, NOV 69 (IS) (EXCL.USIVE) , 
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OF T1£ HEADQUARTERS. 1 CO~CUR WITH ~{tlU tHAT AS LO~JG , 
~ / AS YOU cot+THmE ,AS "00 I CORPS n:ELD )OfmE VIEttiAMI <' 
/ CG III MAfft THE INTEGRIty OF OUR AIR/GROUND lEAft1 " 
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PP RHMMAFA
DE RUHHFMA 2834 3252003
ZNY TITIT
P 2 12 003Z NOV 69
FM CG FMFPAC
TO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
T0PSECRED SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN NICKERSON FROM
LIGEN BUSE. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. (DELIVER DURING
WORKING HOURS)
FORCE PLANNING AND PERSONNEL REQUIREMENTS
A. CG III MAF 200654Z NOV 69 (IS) (EXCLUSIVE)
B. CG FMFPAC 1922562 NOV 69 (IS) (EXCLUSIVE)
1s APPRECIATE VERY MUCH YOU KEEPING. ME INFORMED
CONCERNING STATUS OF MACV REDEPLOYMENT PLANS (REF A
APPLIES). IN VIEW OF CMC GUIDANCE IN THIS REGARD
PROVIDED YOU BY REF B, YOUR BEST JUDGMENT SHOULD
PREVAIL IN ENSUING NEGOTIATIONS ON THIS SUBJECT.
2. TOM MILLER SHOULD ARRIVE DANANG ON. 18 DEC
1969 AND, AS FAR AS 1 AM CONCERNED, YOU MAY USE
HIM AS YOU SEE FIT. IF YOU PREFER A GROUND OFFICER
AS III MAF G-3, I HAVE NO OBJECTION TO TOM FILLING
THE ASST DIV CNDR BILLET. AT THE PRESENT TIME, I

PAGE TWO RUHHFMA 2834 T 0 E C E T. SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR NCEO
DON'T CONSIDER IT PRUDENT TO REASSIGN LENNY FRIBOURG
AS THERE IS AN URGENT REQUIREMENT FOR: THE 3D MARDIV
TO REORIENT FROM A COMBAT TO A TRAINING ENVIRONMENT.
ADDITIONALLY, A LOT OF INGENIOUS LEADERSHIP WILL BE
NECESSARY TO COMBAT THE ESCALATING RACIAL PROBLEMS
TAKING PLACE THERE. I FEEL LENNY CAN MAKE A
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION IN BOTH AREAS.:
3. PLAN ALSO TO SEND COLONEL STEPHENSON TO MACV.
GE ORGE AND LOU ARE WORKING OUT THE TIMING ON THIS.
4. ON THE SUBJECT OF III MAF/XXIV CORPS CONSOLIDATION,
I KNOW THAT LOU HAS INFORMED GEORGE OF THE NECESSITY
FOR RETENTION OF THE TERM "III MAF." IN WHATEVER TITLE
IS FINALLY AGREED UPON CONCERNING THE CONSOLIDATED
HEADQUARTERS AS LONG AS A MARINE IS IN COMMAND (E.G.
"I CORPS FIELD FORCE VIETNAM/111 MAFT). HOWEVER, THE
DESIGNATION "JOINT FIELD FORCE VIETNAM/III MAF I

BELIEVE WOULD oE REDUNDANT IN CONVEYING THE JOINT NATURE
OF THE HEADQUARTERS. I CONCUR WITH YOU THAT AS LONG
AS YOU CONTINUE AS "CG I CORPS FIELD FORCE VIETNAM/
CG III MAF" THE INTEGRITY OF OUR AIR/GROUND TEAM

PAGE / OF 2 PAGES
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THREE RUNNEMA 2854 T OPSECRED SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
WILL
PAGE

BE PRESERVED. ALSO, THE STATUS OF 111 MAF AS
UNI-SERVICE COMMAND WILL BE PRESERVED ASA

DIRECT ACCESS TO COMUSMACV. HOWEVER, 1 AM CON-WILL
ABOUT THE FUTURE SHAPE OF THINGS SHOULD YOU BECERNED

SUCCEEDED BY All ARMY LIGEN WHILE THE 1ST DIVISION
COULD

AND
WING ARE STILL IN-COUNTRY. GEORGE BOWMAN1ST

DUTIES AS CG III MAF BUT WOULD THE NEW ARMY
MAF :

CGASSUME
WITH FAVOR ON HIS STAFF ALSO SERVING CG IIILOOK

SUBORDINATE COMMANDER? I WOULD THINK NOT AND
THE
THERE-A

FORE IT MIGHT BE ADVISABLE FOR YOU TO. PLAN FOR
OF A STAFF FOR GEORGE SHOULD HE BECOME CGFORMATION

MAF. AN AUSTERE STAFF COULD oE EARMARKED
SATELLITE

FROM ASSETSIII
1ST DIVISION AND 1ST WING AND COULD

ON
OF T H E

THE DIVISION OR WING SHOULD ACTIVATION BE NECESSARY.
WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS ON THIS. WARN REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
2834

PAGE 2 OF 2 .
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DC/S

DISPOSTION:DCS PLANS
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PP RHMMAFA
DE RUHMEMA 3024 3261916
ZNY TTTTT
P 2219167 NOV 69
FM CG FMFPAC
TO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
I 0PSECRET
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN NICKERSON FROM LIGEN BUSE. DELIVER
DURING WAKING HOURS ONLY.
ARMY ASSUMPTION ON COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT IN I CTZ (0)
A. COMUSMACV 261158Z/0CT69(S)
B. COMUSMACV 151330Z/ NOV69(TS)
C. COMNAVFORV 1608092/ PASEP)
D. CINCPACFLY 2102312/NOVw(S) PASEP)
E. CINCPACFLT 210232Z/ NOV69 (TS) PASEP)
1. (S) I HAVE BEEN CLOSELY FOLLOWING THE PROGRESS AND
DEVELOPMENT OF NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN MACV, USARV AND NAVFORV
DISCUESED IN REFS A THROUGH E CONCERNING ASSUMPTION BY THE ARMY
OF COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT IN 1 CORPS. THIS WAS, OF COURSE,
THE SUBJECT OF CONSIDERABLE CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN ZUMWALT AND
YOUR SELF EARLIER THIS YEAR. AT THAT TIME II WAS AGREED WITH
ADM HYLAND THAT AS MARINE CORPS FORCES REDEPLOYED, THE NAVY

PAGE TWO RUHHPMA 3024TOPSECRETSPECAT
WOULD REDUCE PROPORTIONATELY AND PHASE DOWN SUPPORT, OUT
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD THE NAVY RELINQUISH THE RESPONSI -
BILITY FOR MARINE SUPPORT WHILE MARINES WERE STILL COMMITTED
IN VIETNAM.
2. (TS) EXAMINATION ON THE LATEST TRAFFIC ON ARMY ASSUMPTION
OF COMMON SUPPORT ROLE APPEARS TO FOLLOW THIS CONCEPT. HOWEVER,
IT IS CLEAR THAT WE ARE DISCUSSING TWO. SEPARATE BUT INTER-
RELATED SUBJECTS: TURN-OVER OF REPAIR AND UTILITY SUPPORT AT
DONG HA AND QUANG TRI, AND THE BROADER BUT MORE BASIC QUESTION
OF PHASE DOWN AND TURN OVER TO THE ARMY OF ALL COMMON SERVICE
SUPPORT THROUGHOUT I CORPS.
3. (S) FROM HERE I DO NOT SEE ANY MAJOR PROBLEMS FOR YOU ON
THE ASSUMPTION BY THE ARMY OF REPAIR AND UTILITY SUPPORT AT
DONG MA AND QUANG TRI. IT APPEARS THAT THE NAVY WILL HAVE
TO PROVIDE SOME EQUIPMENT ASSETS AND FUNDING BEFORE THE ARMY
WILL ASSUME THE SUPPORT ROLE.
40 (TS) I BELIEVE THAT MACV'S GUIDANCE IN REF B IS CLEAR,
AND IN ACCORD WITH YOUR VIEWS, ON THE QUESTION OF THE OVERALL
PHASE DOWN OF NAVY COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT IN I CORPS.
CINCPACFLT HAS BROADENED THE SCOPE SOMEWHAT IN REF Et BY

PAGE LOF 2
PAGES

24(1)

If
/ 3 TOP SECRETCOPY OF COPIES111 MAF 2100/4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

PAGE THREE RUHREMA 3024 IOPSECRE I SPECAT
PROPOSING SUB AREAS AND THE GRADUAL TURN-OVER TO THE ARMY IN
THOSE AREAS WHERE YOUR FORCES ARE NOT ENGAGED.
5. (S) WITH REGARD TO THE ABOVE, I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR
VIEWS/COMMENTS AS IT WILL PERMIT ME TO RESPOND TO CINCPACFLY'S
REQUEST FOR COMMENTS WITH THE ASSURANCE THAT WE HAVE A FIRM
GRASP ON THE PROBLEMS AS YOU VIEW THEM. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
3024
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"0 ~~ '~ZYHZFF~4, ZFf-l '. . 
Fi'll ,\\SSAD~wE COZBY SAI&Dt{ \IN 
r 0 LTq Hi;ii'it\t~ l\l ICKERSOI'tCG r:n £~·~F--.. -

ZEtti 
lH~CLAS EFT a C I::> 148 EYES O.~L Y 
SUB Eel - PSA QUA.W l~BAI UJ 

• 

·1. ;:5104 EDWARD C.. 11 ILLEHY, Glk~IU£\·iTPS.A QUA.l~G_ i'lGAl 
~OVH~Ci!.,tJll.L D[P~\'FiT FOt'\ Co •• US o/A Sf DEC 69~ i PLAl~ TO 
ASS18~J FS.~L 3 HE!~H-Y B. CUSH! liS HIS PLACElt'lE~T SUB Eel 
OF COUiiSE TO YOUR eel< CUR~\E\~CE. 
a. CUSHIi~G IS CUHRE;nZY ASSIGdED TO THIS HQ AS PUTY 

REPORTS AND IH,h\LYSIS uIRECTOfUHE, l\lAcco,:mS •. HE .iiSSUJ:1ED 
THaT PQSITIO'i ltJ ANUARV 1969 •. HIS PREVIOUS EXPERIE 
j'iNCLUDES iHN£ Yii. S AS ASSI STA,H PROFESSOR OF E;~GLlSHt· 
. VILLA iii O'J A \jNIViRSIIV, aND FIVE YEAHS ASA rrlE~lBER .oF T'H[ . 
E~ERNAL RE AHCn STAFF, DEPT OF STATE .. · .. HE IS· 4i YEARS 
ceo" HAS JnJAB I,l A151ERIC:\ri LITEitATURE, A,~ 'i~'1 AoERICAf~ 
}isTGRY A]D j';tb,S CO,ilPLETi£D TWO YEARS OF GaADUATE STUDIES 

iA! THE UN rVER SHY OF PEcH;'3YLVAi·lJJA.",. . 
3. 'IS HIG;iL Y REGAHD£D BYillYSELF, MR. ,ACOBSO~, A!l1D 

,OTHER i4EMBERS OF THIS HQ, S p2:Rt"'ORr'1E.D IUS DUil 
}ER£ Hi A,~ OGTSTA l:~G t4ArHER •. 1 FEEL CO'.WIDEN!, yoU wILL 
BE tllOST SATISFIED \Ii ITH HIS PErt.FOR.\iAr .. CE AS PSPi, QUA ,,1(3 ~'H~.AI. 
4. CUSHHJG IS AVA ILABLE FOR 1 NTi.FiV lEW, IF DESIRED. 
IN OHDER TO PROVl!JE SUFFICIENT OVERUIP, YOUR EARLY 
ACCEPTPdCE OF CUSHI ;~G wOULD 1;1031 HEi-PFUL ·CO P Y 2 0 f 4 C·O 

,5. \~AfWj HEGARD3. 

UNCLAS!EFTO 
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0 2306584 ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-1
FM AMBASSADOR W E COZBY SAIGON VN
TO LTG HERMAN NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0 MAC 15.148 EYES ONLY
SUB ECI PSA QUANG NBAI U)
1. FS04 EDWARD C. DILLERY, CURRENT PSA QUANG NGAI
PROVINCE, WILL DEPART FOR CONUS O/A 9 DEC 69. I PLAN TO
ASSIGN FSRL 3 HENRY B. CUSHING AS HIS REPLACEMENT SUB ECT
OF COURSE TO YOUR CO. CURRENCE.
2. CUSHING IS CURRENTZY ASSIGNED TO THIS HQ AS DEPUTY CHIEF

RECEIVED
REPORTS AND ANALYSIS DIRECTORATE, MACCORDS. HE ASSUMED

THAT POSITIO IN ANUARY 1969. HIS PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
23

NOVP.M.INCLUDES NINE YEARS AS ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH,

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY, AND FIVE YEARS AS A MEMBER OF THE

EXTERNAL RESEARCH STAFF, DEPT OF STATE. HE IS 41 YEARS

OLD, HAS AN AB IN AMERICAN LITERATURE, AN MA IN AMERICAN

HISTORY AND HA S COMPLETED TWO YEARS OF GRADUATE STUDIES

01AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA.
3. HE IS HIGHLY REGARDED BY MYSELF, MR. ACOBSON, AND

OTHER MEMBERS OF THIS HQ, AND HAS PERFORMED HIS DUTIES

HERE IN AN OUTSTANDING WANNER. I FEEL CONFIDENT YOU WILL

BE MOST SATISFIED WITH HIS PERFORMANCE AS PSA, QUANG NGAI.

4. CUSHING IS AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW, IF DESIRED.

IN ORDER TO PR OV IDE SUFFICIENT OVERLAP, YOUR EARLY

COACCEPTANCE OF CUSHING WOULD BE MOST HELPFUL
OFCOPY 42

5. WARN REGARDS.

UNCLAS/EFTOSS0 NOTE : DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
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.. ' fL Jl I,~L 0, Pl;JJ DED HE CA!'lilKrl I Vi ;!11~CV NLIS DE CE1"IBti._ 
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0 231101Z ZYH ZFF-4 4 ZFF-
MaG TOWNSEND C/S MACV SAIGON
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF DANANG
ZEM
C O N FIDENT IAL MAC 15168 EYES ONLY
1. U) REFERENCE III MAF MESSAGE DTG 210623Z NOV 69.

2. C) COL STEPHENSON IS ACCEPTABLE AS A RELIEF FOR
a DZIALO, PR I V IDED HE CAN ARRIVE MACV NLT 5 DECEMBER.IF SO, COL DZ IAL O CAN BE DETACHED 10 DECEMBER TO BE
REASSIGNED TO III IAF HEADQUARTERS.
3. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
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0 2314272 ZYH ZFF-6 ZFF-3
MACVSSQ

r8 SSO XXIV CORPS PHU BAI
INFO SSO III MAF DANANG
ZEM
C N F ID E N MAC15174 TITEL

MA R. G. SEYMOUR, AIDE TO DEPCOMUSMACV, SENDS FOR

BG W. E. SHEDD, XXIV CORPS COFS, WITH INFO COPY FOR BG

G. E. DOGLEY, III MAF COFS.
1. 0) DEPCOIUSMACV DESIRES TO VISIT NORTHERN I CTZ ON

25 NOV 69. REQUEST YOU ARRANGE FOR PREPARATION OF AN

ITINERARY BASED UPON GUIDANCE WHICH FOLLOWS. SUBSEQUENTLY
PLANSE ADVISE ME OF DETAILS VIA THIS CHANNEL NLT324180DH NOV 69.

C) DEPCOTUSJACV WILL ARRIVE DANANG BY T-39 APPROXIMATELY2.
512128 NOV 69. BECAUSE ARRIVAL TIME IS BASED UPON PROMPT
CONCLUSION OF A PRECEDING CEREMONY AT QUI NHON AND THE
ACCOMPANYING DEPARTURE FROM PHU CAT AB, THIS ARRIVAL
TIME MAY VARY SLIGHTLY. PHU CAT AS WILL BE REQUESTED TO
RELAY ACTUAL TAKE-OFF TIME TO DANAG AB, THUS PROVIDI NG
45 MINUTES ADVANCE NOTICE OF ARRIVAL.
3. C) UPOV ARRIVAL DANANG AB, REQUEST TRANSFER TO U-21
AIRCRAFT FOR ONWARD FLIGHT TO QUANG TRI.
4. C) FOLLOWING ARRANGEMENTS: ARE DESIRED:

A. QUANG IRI COMBAT BASE:
D LIGHT LUNCH WITH ISTABDE, 5TH MECH.
2) BRIEFING OF SHORT DURATION PRESENTING SYNOPSISOF CURRENT OPERATIONS AND DISCUSSION OF PRESENT BASE USAGE.

3) BRIEF PRIVATE MEETING AT QUANG TRI COMBAT BASEWITH SP4 OWEN B. CARLTON, SSAN 563-70-9100, W HO IS ASSIGNEDTO AN ELEMENT OF 525TH MI ZOCATED IN 7TH CIT COMPOUNDTELEPHONE 8-957-021, EXTENSION 119).
B. DaNG HA :

1) VISIT ST ARV DIVISION FORWARD CP TO OBSERVE
FACILITY AND GAIN INFORMATION ON PRESENT AREA OF OPERATION.2) BRIEF MEETING WITH CO, 108TH FLD ARTY GP, AT HISCOMP OUND IF COVENIENT, OTHERWISE AT IST ARVN DIV FWD CP.5. 3) DEPARTURE FOR SAIGON WILL BE BY T-39 FROM DAWANG ABS. U) IN ADDITION TO CONFIRMATION OF REQUESTED VISITS REQUEST
LOCATION.
NAMES OF KEY INDIVIDUALS, VN AND US, TO BE NET AT EACH

SSO NOTE: DELIVER OPENING DUTY HOURS500

24 NOVA
CONFIDENTIAL
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X- ORIGINATOR 24 NOV 69SSO XXIV CORPSA - ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE
I
- INFORMATION 30 2404092 NOV 69 2S - SIGNATURE COPIES RECD.OFCOPY NO.

SUBJECTDATE
ROUTE INITIALCODESECTION

OUTIN

CONFIDENTIAL PHB 2427 INTEL25NOVCG

11/25
2

DCG
C/S REMARKS

DC/S
DISPOSITION:DCS PLANS

DEP CORDS
Retain forDSA ICTZ

can11/254S/S
Destroy after routing.G-1

G-2 Return for permanent retention.
G-3
G-4 SignatureSectionC
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
C18
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT E E

REPRO
SJA

COPY 2 OF 3 COPIESSPL SERV
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SIC
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DECLASSIFIED 

CON F I iJ E N T I A L PHB 242 7 H~IiL 
BG SHEDD CS XX IV CCH PS ,~ns F{)ti lilA r1 .J.J. SEYi~OURAIDE TO 

DEPCOI'.1IjSi'4ACV SGi"8iiji) BG DOOLEY 0/5..111 t~IAF '. 
1- PH Of> aBED II lrJEi:;AR Y FOa VI SIT OF DEPCOt>4USMACV TO XXIV CORPS AD 
FVLLOw S: 

13- 14010 
140.0 1440 

. , 

15 L:. 0 

ARR.- D.,~G AIR BA 
[.m CUTE 'QUt\tJG Tt{I/i~!i:T BY . 
r'lGWRIGHT 

RR IEFli~G 
SELECT±;;D I\'j)lVIDUALS 
E;;~R Ol:lTE DO-i~G HA/l'1[T BY- iv'lG 

TFt UOtiG • 
v ISH 1ST ARVN DIV FWD CP' 

Ec~ROUTEl,08r ARI Y UB/l::IKT BY' .. 
COL CARrWR IGHT 

1::;125- i::>45 VISIT wll'HGO, 10811:LAxl'Y G? 
L>45 - 160i1" E QUTE QUA.~G r.:1 I 
16 ellii,.. 164;0 , . OUT EON G A I R ,SA 
1640 DPI FOB SGt~"' 

1-39 
'13:-21 C QlXPS) , • 

-BS BUR ¥\E 
CONF R.f1 

tlM- 1 .. COHf'S) 
~' 

MEl nWONG/:; 
C.oL'GIAI 
UH- 1 COR? S) ' .. ', 

COZ:GARHI iU G Hl' 
UH- 1 'C OOPS) 
0-21 COl!(PS) 
]" ... 39 

l::.. ~,jG wR IGhI IS t4CiG CG, XXIV COHPS 1'1 
IS ONZEAVi. GE,~ wH IGHT ~~ ILL AGCOdPt4iliY 
wars AO. 

ABSE;~CE OF LT G Z i{I S w Ha 
i)EPCOti1USl\l!~CV WHILE IN 

3 ... SP4 {Xv B. Gc:lHLION, ·5;::;5.L~Lfn wILL BE PRESE£oJT FOR PRIVATE 
tt.ET LilG FCl.LOW G THE B~lEfHlG BY THElsr, 5IM 1 :~1 ~ ~~' 
cOL ROBERT c. HIXO~ B}, .:vE;wLY ,4SSIG co, XXIV CORPS i~RTY, , 

'lHU .. 8E PRESEiH AI 103.i.l:LtiHTY UP. L.TC OH;~ w. SEGOr(D WILL 
lZS ESCeRI OFFICiH Ai~J liJ.EET 'YOu 1:i D,Ai~tL~G. '" 
.:4. wE ARE· fL£XIELE Ai~D C";I\f rtf) US! IVIES OR PU\CES B.':) 
55 0 l~ aTE:: DEL rViR [vLT :::'4 18:00H, cWV 09 
GP-4 

350 
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0 2404037 ZYHZZS ZFF-S ZFF-3
FM SSO XX IV CORPS
TO SSO MACV
INFO III MAF
ZEM
CONFIDENIIAL PHB 2427 INTEL
BG SHEDD CS XX 1V CORPS SENDS FOR MA R.L. SEYMOUR AIDE TO
DEPCONUSMACV SGNAND BG DOOLEY C/S.III MAF
1. PR OP OSED ITINERARY FOR VISIT OF DEPCOMUSMACV TO XXIV CORPS AO
FOLLOWS:

LUES 25 NO 69
1215 T-39ARR DNG AIR BASE

U-21 CORPS)ENROUTE QUANG TRI/NET BY1215 - 1300
MG WRIGHT

1300 - 1400 BG BUR KELUNCH
1400 - 1440 BRIEFING AND MEETING WITH CONF RM

SELECTED INDIVIDUALS
1440 - 1450 ENROUTE DONG HA/MET BY MG UH-1 CORPS)

TRUONG
VISIT 1ST ARVA DIV FWD CP1420 - 1520 MG TRUONG/

C.O. GIAI
ENROUTE 108THYARTY GB/MET BY1220 - P25 UH- 1 CORPS)
COL CARTWRIGHT

1525 - 1545 VISIT WITH CO, 108TH ARTY GP COZ CARTWRIGHT
1445 - 1680 ENROUTE QUANG TRI UH- 1 - CORPS)
1600 - 1640 ENROUTE DNG AIR BASE 0-21 CORPS)
1640 T-39DPT FOR SGN
2. MG WRIGHT IS ACTG CG, XXIV CORPS IN ABSENCE OF LTG ZAIS WHO
IS ON ZEAVE. GEN WRIGHT WILL ACCOMPANY DEPCOMUSMACV WHILE IN
CORPS AO.
3. SP4 OWEN R. CARLTON, 525TH.MI WILL BE PRESENT FOR PRIVATE
METING FOLLOWING THE BRIEFING BY THE 1ST BDE STHING M.
OUL ROBERT C. HIXO B), NEWLY ASSIGNED CO, XXIV CORPS ARTY,
WILL BE PRESENT AT 108TH ARTY GP. LTC OHN W. SECORD WILL BE
IZS ESCORT OFFICER AND MEET YOU IN DANANG.
4. WE ARE FLEXIBLE AND CAN AD UST TIMES OR PLACES AS DESIRED
SS 0 NOTE: DELIVER NLT 241800K NOV 69

RECEIVED
GP-4

the

350

24 NOVPMS
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UNCLA IFI D IIlMAf FORM 5216 .lIEU~" 
FIOil' DATE I- OI"".lGI MG TOWNSEND COFS MACV 24 NOV 69 

• - ACTIOI/(05l1llAlICf 
C - COIIMENT/RECOMIENDATION SEIIAL IIOJ\uIIIIIUL DATE I COpy /G. 
I • IlfO,MATION o 241404Z NOV 69 2 OF 4 (OPIn IH'Il S - SIGNATURE 

CODE 
DATE SUIJECT 

IOUTE SECTION 
IN OUT 

INITIAL UNCLA S EFTO FOUO MA C 15225 EYES ONL' 
L. 

PAC I F I CAT JON AND DEVELOPMENT CG ::e-- L,('" Ii"" IV 
.OeG .J. f IItt ;( 1., SEMI NARS 

.C1S 
.- J-/r.JA ~~- 1E1I~/ ,,- tr?0t:' ..J.' 

DCJS 
~ 

DCSPI.AN5 .----------
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FSEO. 
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.SUPP1.Y • 
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S1C' . 
TCC 

lSGTMAJ . (USE IEYEISI FOI ADIIDtMlSN(ll -:tf. ~" 
SEE I.STlUCtIONS III .~USE UN.CLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

DATEOPERATION COX FROM
24 NOV 69MG TOWNSEND COFS MACVX- ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE( COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

1. INFORMATION 2
OF 40 241404Z NOV 69 COPIES REC'D.COPY NO.$ SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALCODEROUTE SECTION UNCLAS EFTO FOUU MAC 15225 EYES ONLYOUTIN

N PACIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT15NrCG F SEMINARS
1311/25DCG &

SeetHas
REMARKS

AM-0755
IC/S

DC/S
DCS PLANS
DEP.CORDS
DSA_ICTZ

11/25
any

S/S x
G-1
G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT$E
REPRO

COPY
2 OF 4

SJA
COPIESSPL SERV

SUPPLY
FORMED O

SEC
TCC
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I,: LTG CG II FPv; II leO Fa S L C)r~G 
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;~;)IG 

B 

i 
wET iL .. GG -D.JIAC 

ZEN 
tr4GLAS E Fi G rouo l'iAG 15225 liYES a;~i.,. y 

SU9 iCi : GIFIG;'iTI o;~ M~D DEVEL{)?~IENL S 
1. ?ftii'lE i'lHIST ",:3 dES:3A:ElE 2 il'S/PTHT/130XD/Ki} T;) 
J)1~P3 C i'jAN0c:.HS (1..,D PR3Vl:H;.:.:. CHIEFS RE~UI S r 
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ICIALS TO A.[~D r-:qaf'i ,THEIR vILLAGeS TO PROIa lfiL 
i;.iAkHiR 5, IF 
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loc li$iilACV 0. 
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2414047 ZYH ZFF-4 ZEF-1
FMMG TONG SEND C OF S MACV SAIGON
to LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF/SA I CORPS DAWANG
LTG CORCORAN CG IFFV/SA II CORPS NHA TRANG
LTG EWELL CG II FFV/SA III COPRS LONG BINH
MG WETHER ILL CG DMAC CA THO

ZEM
UNCLAS E FI 0 FOOD MAC 15225 EYES ONLY
SUB ECI: PACIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT SENINARS

1. PRIME MINISTER'S MESSAGE 2116/PTHI/BDX/KD TO ALL ARVN

CORPS COMMANDERS AND PROVINCE CHIEFS REQUIRES THE ASSEMBLAGE OF

ALL DISTRICT CHIEFS AND VILLAGE CHIEFS FOR A ONE DAY SEMINAR

AI THEIR RESPECTIVE PROVINCIAL CAPITALS, ON OR AFTER 25 NOV,

DEPENDING ON PROVINCE. SEMIMAR TO CONSIST OF BRIEFINGS AND

DISCUSSIONS ON THE 1970 P&D CAMPAIG CONDUCTED BY GVN TEAM

HEADED BY A MINISTER. THIS IS A MAJOR STEP ON THE PART OF GVN

LEADERSHIP TO GET THE PROGRAM MOVING.
2. ADDRESSEE'S DEPOORDS HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY TELEPHONE
3. ADDRESSEES ARE OR GED TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION OF LOCAL

VN OFFICIALS TO AND FROM THEIR VILLAGES TO PROXI CIAL HEAD-
QUARTERS, IF NEEDED.
4. AT TERMINATION OF SEMINAR I EACH CTZ, REQUEST A SHORT REPORT
To COMUSMACV ON EFFECTIVENESS OF EACH SEMINAR

SSO NOTE : DELIVER IMMEDIATELY

NOV P.
200

24

COPIES

UNCLASIENT

Red
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p
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DISPOSITONDEPCORDS
DSA ICTZ

11/26
RETAIN FOR. MONTHS
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G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
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RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
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ADJ
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10mg
0.26072.OZ ZMP 7 cc h ZFF-1

11/69

FM ABOAMS COMUSMACV
MAFIIITO

FFV
FFV11EWEL, CC
DMACWETHER

7EM

S E CRET MAG 15303 EYES ONLY
BETWEEN NOW AND 15 DEC 60 1. WANT TO SPEND A FULL DAY WITH

EACH OF YOUR COMMANDS. THE EXCLUSIVE PURPOSE OF THIS VISIT
WILL PE TO GET A REALISTIC FEEL FOR THE SITUATION - ENEMY
STRENTHS AND WEAKNESSES, VIETNAMESE PERFORMANCE, PACIFICA-

TION, ATTITUDES OF AMERICAN FORDES AND THEIR PERFORMANCE.
2. MY OFFICE WILL BE IN TOUCH ON TIMES AND DATES BUT YOUR

GUIDANCE FOR PLANNING THE DAY IS IN PARAGRPH 1 ABOVE.

SSO NOTE. DELIVER DURING DUTY HOUR S
100

RECEIVED26

NOV P.M.
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FROM LTC AN DERSON DATEOPERATION CODE
26 NOV 69AIDE TO COMUSMA CVX- ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
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COPY NO 2 OF
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A. EG III RAF 2409 MAY/NOV69 (IS) (EXCLUSIVE) (MCEO) (LIMDIE)
B. CG FMFPAC 1922367/NOV69 (TS) (EXCLUSIVE) (MCE0)
is THANKS FOR DOPE IN REF A.
2. PAR S.Ass REF A MENTIONS CNC°S DESIRES TO RETAIN
A USMC BRIGADE AS PART OF RESIDUAL FORCE AND ALSO
SUGGESTS CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO POSSIBILITY OF
INCLUSION OF CAPS THEREIN,
30 DESPITE GUIDANCE YOU MAY HAVE RECEIVED FROM LEV
WALT IN ABOVE REGARD AND SINCE HE DEPARTED WASH PRIOR TO RELEASE
OF REF B, 1 FEEL WE MUST ADHERE TO THAT PROVIDED BY CHAPPY RELATIVE TO
THE RESIDUAL FORCE WHICH WAS RELAYED IN REF B (PAR I.B. (D).
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VPTTTZYUW RUEBH0A9624 3302931 RMMMAFA.
ZNY TTTTT
RUNHEMA I RHMMAFA
P 262031Z NOV 69
FM CHC
IC FREPGO
ENFO RWANAFA/CG 111 MAZ
31
I DSPSECR SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MARINE CORES EYES ONLY
FOR LIGEN BUSE IHFO LIGEN WICKERSON FROM GEN GHATKAN
FORCE PLANNING (U)
REF: (A) CHO 0419477 NOV -39.

1. (TS) THIS IS.IN AMPLIFICATION OF REF A Allo BASED Oil QUICK
ANALYSIS OF THE CHIPPAC AND COMUSMAGU COMMENTS RELATIVE 30
A POSSIBLE PHASE 111 REDEPLOYMENT DURING THE FIRST HALF OF
CY 1970. ASSIME THOSE COMMENTS ARE AVAILABLE TO YOU.
2s (TS) RATIONALE I FAVORING THE CAARINE-HEAVY
OPTION VERSUS THE "ARMY-NEAVY" OPTION IN ESSENCE, REFLECTS
HIS PREFERENCE FOR RETAINING ADDITIONAL GROUND COMBAT UNITS
AS A TRADE-OFF FOR FOR MARINE IACTICAL AIR. THE FOLLOWING TABLE
REFLECTS THE DISPARITY OF BROUND COMSAT CAPABILITY LOST UNDER
THE END OPTIONS IN THE 102,000 MAN PAUMAGE (FIGURES BASED OR
NO. SYRENT ISS :

PAGE TVS SEPCAF EXCLUSIVE MARKOT
CORPS EYES ONLY

MARSIECOSSES
3USMC INF 806
75 03113.(2)USA INF BMS

USA MECH INF BNS 425

7,538PERS IN INF BRIS 42,257
2161550M HOWS 344
73421550M HOWS
398° HOWS/175MM GUNS 56
1,566ONE-TIME KELO LIFT 2,996

3. 35) WHILE THE TRUE COMBAT POWER OF A MARINE AIR/GROUND TEAM
CANDOT BE PRECISELY QUANTIFIED IN TERMS OF All ARMY DFE FROM
THE ABOVE FIGURES GROUND COMBAT STRENGTH REMAINING IN RUN
WOULD APPEAR TO BE SIGNIFICANTLY GREATER IF THE MARINE-HEAVY
RATHER THAN THE ARMY HEAVY OPTION WERE SELECTED. IN ANY
EVENT. IT is OR THIS BASIS THAT THE FIELD COMMANDER HAS
CHOSEN TO SUPPORT THE MARIKE HEAVY OPEICN 1) ARD 11 WOULD
APPEAR UNVISE TO ATTACK THAT RATIONALES
4. (TS) HOWEVER WHILE THE FIELD COMMANDER CAN CARD vis) LIMIT
HIS CONSIDERATION SOLELY TO THE IMPACT OF THE VARIOUS
ALTERNATIVES 08 HPS OWN TACTICAL SETUATION, THE SERVICE

PAGE LOF 3 PAGEL

26(1)
2 OF 3 COPIESCOPY. TOP SECRET111 MAF 2100/4
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PAGE THREE RUEBH0A09624 T 0 E C SPECAI EXCLUSIVE MCEO
CHIEFS AND THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF MUST CONSIDER OVERALL
IMPACTS ON THE SERVICES, THEIR READINESS AND WORLD-WIDE
POSTURE.
5. (TS) THE SUPPORTING PAPERS (BLUE TABS 2-6 IN MATERIAL DESCRIBED
IN PAR 7 REF A). WERE PREPARED TO DISPLAY THE DISADVANTAGES
AND ADVANTAGES AS WELL AS MANPOWER LOGISTIC AND AIR
IMPLICATIONS IO THE MARINE CORPS OF A REDEPLOYMENT BY
END FY 1970 OF ALL MARINES VICE REDEPLOYMENT OF ONLY RLT-26:
WHILE A SIMULAR ADDRESSAL HAS NOT BEEN MADE TO COVER THE

222,600 MARINE REDEPLOYMENT UNDER THE NEW ALTERNATIVE PROPOSAL
TO REMOVE 50,000 U S TROOPS BY MID-MARCH OR MID-APRIL THE
IMPACT PARTICULARLY ON MANPOWER PROGRAMS WOULD REMAIN
EXTREMELY SEVERE.
6g (TS) AT THIS POINT IN TIME CINCPAC'S VIEWS WITH RESPECT TO A
"MARINE-MEAVY VERSUS AN"ARMY-HEAVY" OPTION HAVE NOT BEEN:
RECEIVED. THE INITIAL FLINSY DRAFT OF THE PAPER TO BE
CONSIDERED BY THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF ON 28 NOVEMBER
CAREFULLY AVOIDS THESE TERMS OR ANY INDICATION THAT SUCH
OPTIONS EXIST. ACCORDINGLY THERE WOULD APPEAR TO BE NO
REQUIREMENT FOR AN IMMEDIATE ADDRESSM. HERE ON THE ISSUE

PAGE FOUR RUEBH0A9624 SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO
OF THE "MARINE-MEAVY" OPTION. WHEN THE ISSUE DOES ARISE
MY VIEWS ON MARINE-HEAVY 100,000 (OR) 50,000 PACKAGES ARE AS
EXPRESSED III REF (A).
7. (TS) OUR INITIAL CONCLUSIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

A. NONE OF THE THREE CRITERIA ESTABLISHED BY THE
PRESIDENT AS CONTROLLING THE TEMPO OF U S FORCE
REDEPLOYMENTS. i. E. PROGRESS AT PARIS; THE ENEMY SIGNATION,
OR PROGRESS 18 RUBAF INFROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION- JUSTIFY
AN ADDITIONAL U $ FORCE BEDEPLOYNEWT. AT THIS ISAC, ABD
NONE SHOULD BE RECOMMENDED,

B. A "MARINE-IEAVY" OPTION CALLING FOR REDEPLOYMENT
OF ALL MARINES FROM RVN WOULD POSE PASSIVE. PERSONNEL
PROBLEMS AND SERIOUS LOGISTIC PROBLEMS.

c. A MARE HE-HEAVY." OPTION CALLING FOR REDEPLOYMENT
OF 22,600 MARINES BY MID-MARCH OR MID-APRIL WOULD CAUSE
CRITICAL PERSONNEL PROBLEMS UNLESS: THE RETURNING PERSONUEL
COULD BE INDIVIDUALEY HAND SELECTED I.O HEET MAN/POWER CRITERIA.
LOGISTICALLY, THIS OPTION WOULD CAUSE SOME OVERCROWDING, BUT
COULD MANAGED.

D. A "MARINE-HEAVY" OPTION CALLING FOR REDEPLOYMENT OF

PAGE 2 OF
3 PAGES

26/21
2 3COPY TOP SECRETOF COPIES111 MAF 2100/4
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PAGE FIVE RUEBH0A9624 T OPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO 2
22,600 (INCLUDING 5 RLTS'S WOULD LEAVE A MARINE ELEMENT IN
RVN COMPRISING 32,000 PERSONNEL BUILT AROUND A SINGLE RLT.

E. SHOULD POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS DICTATE A FURTHER
REDEPLOYMENT IN THE FIRST THREE TO SIX MONTHS OF CY 1970,
THE 35,000 ALTERNATIVE PROPOSED BY CONUSMACV PRESENTS THE
LEAST RISK AND CAN BE SUPPORTED LOGISTICALLY AND MANPOMER-WISE.
8. (TS) ACCORDINGLY WE WILL SUPPORT CINCPAC/MAGV IN RECOMMENDING
NO REDEPLOYMENT AT THIS TINE: AVOID FOR NOW THE MARINE-HEAVY
VERSUS ARMY-HEAVY ISSUE HERE; AND IF.A REDEPLOYMENT SHOULD BE
DIRECTED SUPPORT THE MACV 35,000 PACKAGE WHICH INCLUDES RLT-26.
9% (75) AMONG THE CONCLUSIONS BY COMUSMACU THE FOLLOWING APPEAR
TO BE PARTICULARLY NOTEVORTHY AND IT IS ANTICIPATED WILL BE
REFLECTED IN JCS VIEWS FORWARDED TO SECDEF:

Ao THE OBJECTIVE OF Was, 228 U.S PERSONNEL IN VIETNAM BY
JUNE 1978 IS A REALISTIC GOAL FOR ALL TO SET SIGHTS os WITH FULL:
INTENT OF ACHIEVING If.

B. THE GREATEST ASSURANCE OF REACHERS A REALISTIC GOAL
OF U.S TROOP NUMBERS IN RVB Iii 1971 WILL COME FROM A "CUT
AND TRY METHOD AT A FACE WHICH DEVELOPS SPEED GRADUALLY AS
VIETNAMESE COMPETENCE AND CONFIDENCE HAS TO DEVELOP GRADUALLY.

PAGE. SIX RUE:NOA9624-T 0 P.S. i. SPECAT EXCLUSIVE NCEO
10. (TS) IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE OUR POSTIGU REMAINS THAT RLT-26.
COULD BE REDEPLOYED IN A PHASE III PROGRAM, AND THAT POSSIBLY
SOME AIR AS DISCUSSED IN PAR 6 REF A COULD BE ADDED. I PREFER
THAT 111 MAF REDEPLOY IN ACCORDANCE WITH NSSN 56 PHASING
THIS RETAINS MARINE FORCES IN COMBAT AS LONG AS A WAR IS GOING
ON WHICH IS Off PRIME IMPORTANCE TO THE MARINE CORPS. IF TIME-
FRAME IN ITEM 9. ABOVE IS NET, THIS WOULD MEAN REDEPLOYMENT OF
111 MAF IN FIRST HALF CY 1971.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
9624
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INFO LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM

0 PSECRE T SECTION ONE OF THREE MAC 15353 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: VIETNAMIZATION - RV NA F I&M ASPECTS AND RELATED US

PLANNING (U)
1. PURPOSE: THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO OBTAIN COMMENTS
AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON MEASURES TO ENHANCE THE BALANCE AND
EFFECTIVENESS OF RVNAF IN EACH OF TWO SITUATIONS POSTULATED
FOR THE END FY73 TIME FRAME.
2. BACKGR OUND:

A. THIS HEAD QUARTERS HAS UNDERTAKEN A REVIEW OF RVNAF I&M
FOR PLANNING PURPOSES. SIGNIFICANTLY, FOR EACH OF THE SITUATIONS
POSTULATED, THERE HA S BEEN THE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL US FORCES EX-
CEPT FOR A MAAG BY 1 JUL 73. IN SUCH A SITUATION RVNAF NEEDS
TO BE A SELF-SUFFICIENT, BALANCED FORCE CAPABLE OF HANDLING BOTH
THE INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL THREATS.

B. THE PRESENTLY PLANNED RVNAF FORCE STRUCTURE THROUGH FY 72
TOTALS APPROXIMATELY 993 THOUSAND SPACES. WHEN THE EXPANSION
PROGRAM is COMPLETE RV NA F WILL HAVE 12 GROUND COMBAT DIVISIONS
BUT WILI LACK TOTAL SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN COMBAT AND LOGISTICAL
SUPPORT. THE AIR FORCE WILL HAVE 4g SQUADRONS WITH LIMITED AIR
SUPPORT CAPABILITY. THE NAVY SHOULD BE ADEQUATE FOR COASTAL
SURVEILLANCE AND RIVER INE OPERATIONS. ABOUT 52 PERCENT OF
THE TOTAL RVNAF FOR rE WILL BE REGIONAL AND POPULAR FOR CES.

C. THERE ARE INDICATIONS THE GVN MAY EXPERIENCE DIFFICILTY
IN ATTAINING THE PRESENT PLANNING PROJECTION OF 993 THOUSAND,
E.G., DOWNWARD STRENGTH TREND IN ARV N MA NEUVER UNITS AND PROBLEMS

RE-RUITMENT OF NATIONAL POLICE. MANPOWER LIMITATIONS INDI-IN
CATE THE NEED FOR QUALITATIVE VICE QUANTITATIVE IMPROVEMENTS.

D. THE RVNAF SKILL BASE AND TRAINING LEAD TIME REQUIREMENTS
MILITATE AGAINST SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN NEW SOPHISTICATED
EQUIPMENT.

FORCE,ADD BE 27/11NEE
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TAKENEX
POWER TH OUGH REORGANIZATION ACTIONS AND ELIMINATION OF LOWER
PRIORTY UNITS AND PROGRAMS.

G. DISRUPTIVE CHANGES ARE TO BE AVOIDED. CHANGES SHOULD NOT
BE PROPOSED JUST FOR SAKE OF CHANGE.
3. ASSUMPTIONS:

A. THE TWO LEVELS OF THREAT ARE ALTERNATIVELY:
(1) THE VIET CONG/NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY THREAT WILL CONTINUE

AT ITS CURRENT LEVEL THROUGH 1 JUL B.
(2) OR, THE VC/NVA THREAT HAS DECREASED AND THE TEMPO OF

THE WAR HA S SUBSIDED MARKEDLY BY 1 JUL B.
B. THE US OBJECTIVE TN THE RVN WILL CONFINUE AG CURRENTLY STATED
C. THIRD-COUNTRY FORCES WILL DECLINE TO Two DIVISION FORCE

EQUIVALENTS BY 1 JULY B.
D. THE POPULATION OF RVN CONTINUES TO SUPPORT THE ELECTED

GOVER NMENT: THERE HAVE BEEN NO MAJOR POLITICAL UP HEAVALS.
E. Ry NA F CAN AND WILL PROVIDE ACCEPTABLE SECURITY FOR US/

FWMAF INSTAL, AT, ONS AND FACILITIES.
F. TIE GVN MANPONER BASE WILL SUSTAIN AN RVNAF FOR CE STRUCTURE

OF APPROXIMATELY 1,000,000 BUT WILL STILL BE SHORT IN LEADERSHIPAND HARD SKILLS.
G. B-52 SORTIES AND SOME OTHER OUT-OF-COUNTRY AIR SUPPORT

SUCH AS THAILAND AND CARRIER BA SED SORTIES WILL BE AVAILABLE.
H. THE BASIC GOAL OF NVN AND Vc COMMUNISTS REMAINS THE SANE,

I.E.,, THE OVERTHROW OF THE GOVER NEMNT IN RVN AND THE IMPOSITIONOF A COMMUNIST REGIME.

sse NOTE. DELIVER DURING DUTY HOUR S
6gg

Trop

SPORT 27(2)
NNNN
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LIG MICKERSON CG III NAF DA NANG

27
NOVP.M

LTG COR CORAN CG I RFORCEVIWHA TRANG
LTG EWELL CG II EFORCEV ZONG BINK
MG WETHERILL CG

DMAC CAN THO
INFOR ZAIS CO XXIV CORIPS

THE
ZER
DOPSECH E T SECITION TWO OF THREE MAC 15353 EYES ONLY
4. SIDUATION SCENARIO: THE FOZLOWING SCENARIO SUPPORTS
ASSUMPT ION 2) :

THE TEMPO OF THE WAR HAS SUBSIDED MARKEDLY, WAYVC MAIN
FORCE UNITS HAVE BEEN REDUCED IN NUMBERS, BUT SONE STILL REMAIN,
RIAAILY IN THE VICINITY OF TRADITIONAL BASE AREAS I SVN.
THE NVA STILL HAS SOME BASES IN CAMBODIA, AND NVA FILLERS
GENERALLY CONT IN UE TO BE INTEGRATED INTO A REDUCED VC STRUCTURE.
SIGNIFICANT AREAS ARE QUITE SECURE, AND ARV REGULAR FORCES HAVE
BEEN RELIEVED OF PACIFICATION MISSIONS BY TERRITORIAL AND PARA-
MILITARY/POLICE FORCES WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS WHERE PROGRESS HAS
BEEN SLOW. THE BULK OF THE REGULAR FORCES HAVE MOVED OUT TOWARD
THE BORDERS AND REMOTE AREAS. THE GREATER SAIGON AREA IS
ESSENTIALLY SECURE, AND DOES NOT REQUIRE PROTECTION BY SIGNI-
FICANI NUMBERS OF REGULAR FORCES. THE DISPERSAL OF REGULAR FORCES
TO THE PERIPHERY REQUIRES A CAPABILITY TO SHIFI SIZEABLE FORCES
RAPIDLY TO THREATENED AREAS. THE CAO DAI AND HOA MA O HAVE
RECONCILED THEIR MATOR DIFFERENCES WITH THE OVERWEED HOWEVER,
THE MANTAGNARD PROBLEM STILL REMAINS. KEY WATERWAYS ARE OPEN, AND
I IE SECURITY OF MAJOR LAND LOC HAS IMPROVED&100 PERCENT. BORDER
SURVEILLANCE IS CONDUCTED PRIMARILY BY REGULAR FORCES AUGHEATED
BY SOME TERRITO IAL FORCES, NO CIDG UNITS REMAIU. IN SUN, THE
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL THREATS TO RVs HAVE SUBSIDED To A DEGREE
WHICH HAS PERMITTED THE REDEPLOYMENT OF ESSENTIALLY ALL US FORCES
WITHOUT AN UNACCEPTABLE RISA. CA US ADVISORY FORCE/MAAG INCLUDING
ISA ELEMENT'S REMAINS.

5. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: EVALUATE RVMAF FORCE STRUCTURE, TOE,
IROBRAIS AND POLICIES, AND SUBMIT COMMENTS AND RECONSENDED
CHANGES AND IN HROVEMENTS.

A. CONSIDER "TRADE-OFF" ,- NOT EXPANSION.
R. PROVIDE RECOMENDED CHANGES TO THE ORGANIZATION

STRUCTURE.
C. EVALUATE RVNAF TRAINING, LEADERSHIP, RE SPONSIVE-WORALS,

less, WILL -TO- FIGHT, AND SENSE OF PURPOSE.
D. CONSIDER GENERAL CONCEPIS. FOR EXAMPLE: ARE THERE RVNAF

UNITS OR PROGRAMS THAT ARE SIMPLY MIRROR IMAGES DE US UNITS AND
27/3)BRANS THAT MAY NOT FIT RVSAF

27/31
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S. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS: THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ARE TO
BE SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSED THIS LIST IS NOT INTENDED IS LIMI
AREAS FOR STUDY BUT DOES INCLUDE SOME QUESTIONS CURRENTLY UNDER
STUDY). PROPOSALS SHOULD BE MADE WITH OVERALL us 0B ECTIVES IN
AND. WHILE MANY PROPOSALS WILL DEAL WITH MILITARY ORGANIZATION,
RUGRAMS, AND OPERATIONS, ADDRESSEES WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR
ADVISORY AND CORDS PROGRAMS WHICH CUT ACROSS THE SPECIROM OF
ALITARY, AND POLITICAL OB ECTIVES SHOULD ALSO CONSIDER
THOSE PROGRAMS.

HOW CAN COMPAT POWER OF THE INFANTRY DIVISION BE IMPROVED?At

SHOULD All ADDITIONAL RIFLE COMPANY BE ADDED TO EACHA)

BATTALION?
2) IS AN ADDITIONAL TRUCK COMPANY PER DIVISION NEEDED?
HOW CAN ARTILLERY EFFECTIVENESS BE IMPROVED?B.

) WOULD ADOPTION OF A SINGLE CALIRRE WEAPON SUCH AS THE
105MM HOWITZER BE USTIFIED? CONSIDER EFFECTIVENESS, SIMPLIFIED
ANMUNITION PROCEDURE, EASE OF MOVEMENT, AND COST).

CAN OR SHOULD DIVISION ARTILLERY UNITS BE TAKEN FROM2)
STATIC ISSIONS IN SUPPORT OF TERRITIORIAL FORCES? SHOULD
BATTERIES FOR STATIC DEFENSE BE ACTIVATED? IF so, HOW MANY IN EACH CTZ?

3) SHOULD ARV HAVE AN 8" CAPABILITY? IF SO TO WHAT
EXTENT?

4) HOW CAN METEOROLIGICAL REQUIREMENTS BEST BE. HEI?
C. SHOULD ADA AWSP WEAPONS BE PROVIDED TO ARVE? IF so, WHAT

I3 THE REST LEVEL AND USE OF THESE WEAPONS?
D. SHOULD TERRITORIAL FORCES BE INCREASED, REDUCED, OR

RESTRUCTURED
E. HOW CAN TACITICAL COMMUNICATIONS REQUIREMENTS BEST BE

SATISFIED? NOTE: LONG-LINE COMMUNICATIONS ARE THE SUB ECT OF
A SEPARATE STUDY).

F. WHAT SHOULD BE THE ORGANIZATION FOR BORDER SECURITY?
G. WHAT IF ANY CHANGES ARE NEEDED IN HOSPITALIZATION/SEDIC

PROCEDURES, FACILITIES, AND EQUIPMENT?
H. HOW CAN INPROVEMENTS BE MADE IN RVWAF T'TEZLIGNECE,

OUNTERINTELLIGENCE, AND SECURITY CAPABILITIES? ARE ADDITIONS/
DELETIONS OF PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT NEEDED?

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING NORMAL DUTY HOUR S
9gy

COPY

27/4)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

, , 

£ji~~" H~ CJ;3 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0.21.12 ZYH ZRF 6 ZEF-3
HILLIG TOWNSEND C/S AACV SAIGON
10 GEN BROWN CMDR 7AF TAN SON NHUT
LTG WILDREN DCG U SARV LONG BINK
VADN ZUWALT COTNAV FORV SAIGON
LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF DA NANG
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27
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LTG EWELL CG II FFORCEV LONG BINH
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ZEM
DOPSECREWT FINAL SECTION OF THREE MAC 15053 EYES ONL

I. WHAT SHOULD Be THE RATIO OF ASSAULT HELICOPTER SQUADRONS
INFANTRY DIVISIONS? TO THE AIRBORNE DIVISION? TO THE MARINE
DIVISION ?

WHAT SHOULD THE RVNAF SENSOR PROBRAMS LOOK LIKE?
WHAT CHANGES IN RVMAF STRUCTURE MANNING, ORGANIZATION,

EQUIPMENT, OR FACILITIES ARE REQUIRED TO ACHIEVE COMPLETE
LOGISTICAL SELF-SUFFICIE CY?

L. HOW MANY TACAIR SORTIES PER DAY SHOULD ARVE MANEOVER SAI-
TALIONS RE PR OU IDED?

M. ARE ANY CHANGES IN CONVENTIONAL NAVAL OPERATIONS NEEDED OR
RECOMMENDED?

N. SHOULD THE PLANNED LEVEL OF RIVERINE OPERATIONS BE MAIN-
TAINED OR REDUCED UNDER THE POSTULATED SITUATION?

0. HOW CAN AERIAL OFFSHORE SURVEILLANCE REQUIREMENTS BEST BE
ET?

P. ARE THERE SHORTAGES OF AIRLIFT? IS so, ARE THERE OPERATIONAL
ALTERNATIVES?

Q. TRAINING.
D) HOW CAN QUALITATIVE IMPROVEMENT IN ARVE, VNMC, AND RAN

Bek
BN, RE COS AND PF PLATS BEST BE MADE? CONSIDER:

A) SELECTIVE WITHDRAWAL OF BN SIZED UNITS FROM OPERA-
IIONAL COMMITMENTS TO PERMIT AN I " CREASE I if REFRESHER TRAI IEG.

3) INCREASING THE LENGTH OF E/PF REFRESHER TRAINING
AND HAVING MAXIQUM NUMBER OF UNITS PARTICIPATEPROGRAMS

C) INTEGRATING VIETNANESE OFFICERS Aug NCO'SVITO US
LATOONS AND COMPANIES FOR ON-THE- JOB LEADERSHIP TRAINING AND INTO
HAND BRIGADE STAFFS FOR STAFF TRATAING.B

D) FORMING COMBINED US/ARVN MOBILE TRAINING TEANS To
REDUCT ON-THE-SPOT TRAINING DURING PERIODS OF STANDOM

E) UP GRADING QUALITY OF PERSONAL ASSIGNED TO ADVISORY
DUTIES.

20 are THERE OTHER INNOVATIVE TRAINING PROPOSAL'S WHICH

275/WOULD MAXIME EFFECTIVENESS OF RVAIR COMMANUERS. STAFFS, AND
UNITS?

27/5/
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7. CRIDICAL MISSIONS. EVALUATE RV AE'S CAPABILITY TO PERFORM THE
FUZLOWING MISSIONS Ok FUNCTIONS @OW AND 12 THE LIGHT OF PROGRAM
ED OR SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS PARA,5 & 6 ABOVE) I CAPABILITY.
HEYEVALUATION SHOULD CONSIDER THE DEGREE INCLUDE APPROXIMATE
PERCENTAGE) TO WHICH APPROPRIATE ELEMENTS OF RVNAF NOW SATISFY
THE CURRENT OVERALL ALLIED EFFORT UND THE DEGREE 10 WHICH THOSE
ELEMENTS COULD SATISFY, WITHIN THE TIME FRAMS BEING CONSIDERED,
THAT SAME CURRENT TOTAL EFFORT. MISSIONS NOT PERFORMED AND
ADT RECOMENDED FOR PERFORMANCE BY RV AF SHOULD BE IDENTIFIED
THE STATED MISSIONS MAY PE BROKE# ENTO COMPORENTS IF CONSIDERED
APPROPRIATE. ADDITION AND EVALUATION DE SIMIAR TYPE WISSIUNS

BRCUUESTED:
A. INTELLIGRACE COLLECTION

B. PURDER SURVEILLANCE
C. COASTAL SURVEILLANCE
D. RECORNAISSANCE
E. ENGAGEMENT DE FORCES
F. INTERDICITION
G. ARTILLERY FIRE SUPPORT
d. TACHICAL AIR SUPPORT
I. OTHER AIR SUPPORT E.G., VISUAL AND PHOTO RECOID

TACHICAL MOBILITY
As COMPUNICATIONS
L. PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS
M. POPULATION SECURITY
11. LOCUSECURITY
0. INLAND WATERWAYS
P. ENGINEER CONSTRUCTION
do LOGISTICAL SUPPORT
R. MEDICAL SUPPORT
5. AIR DISELISE

27/67
: DEFULIAPION
U. UNCONVENTION WARFARE

27/6)
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8. SUB-ISSION:
A. ADDRESSES ARE REQUESTED Is RESPOND TO PARAGRAPHS 6 ALA4 DE 69. BECAUSE OF THE TWO DISTINCILY DIFFERENT THREAT LEVELS

ASSUMED, RESPONSES SHOULD BE MADE PRIMARILY I THE LIGHT OF THE
CURRENT LEVEL ASSUMPTION A D). WHERE 1 THE LIGHT OF THE ALTER-
NATIVE LEVEL ASSUMPTION

2). A MODIFIED RESPONSE IS INDICATED,SICH ADDED RESPONSE SHOULD BL MADE WITH APPROPRIATE IDEWIFICATION.
3. ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO RESPOND TO PARAGRAPH 7 NLT 10DEC So.

9. RECAUSE OF THE SHORT TIME AVAILABLE FOR MACV PLANTING, THIS MES-DAGE Is BEING DISPATCHED BEFORE AN OPPORTUNITY TO BRIEF CONUSMACV
BEYOND THAT IN CONNECTION WITH HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH COMPONENTORMANDERS ON 19 NOVEMBER AND WITH ALL ADDRESSEES ON 22 NOVEMBER.
YOU WILL BE AD ISED ASAP OF ANY CHANGES HE MAY DIRECT WHEN ADDITION-ALLY BRIEFED.
GP-4

SS O NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOUR'S
800

COPY 2 OF 4
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1. THE FOLLOWING EXTRACT OF PRESS RELEASE BY REUTERS RECEIVED

RON WASHINGTON IS QUOTED IN FULL FOR INFORMATION:

DOTE
TROOPS OF THE AMERICAL DIVISION WERE BUR INC DOWN SUSPECTED

VIET COVG VILLAGES NEAR NY LAI SCENE OF THE ALLESED U. S. MASSACRE

1968 AS RECENTLY AS LAST MONTH.
"WITHIW A MATTER OF A WELK AT THE END OF OCTOBER, WE DESTROYED

13 VILLAGES, " SAID 210 LT. NORMAN D. CUTTRELL, 66, PLATOON
LEADER WHO ARRIVED IN VIETNAM ZAST MONTH.

ACCORDING TO LTC RUSS WHITZA, THE BIRNING BY ZIPPS SQUADS,
AMED AFTER THE CIGARETTE LIGHTER, AND INTENDED TO DENY THE VILLAGES
TO THE VIET COVG. II IS PART OF THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM I N

JANG NGAI PROVINCE.
BEFORE THE VILLAGES AR5 RAZED, THE INHABITANTS ARE WARNED 24

MOUS IN ADVANCE BY LEAFLETS AND LOUD SPEAKER BROADCASTS FROM
LANES TO LEAVE THEIR HOMES. THEY ARE PLACED I W NEWLY CONSTRUCTED

GOVERNMENT VILLAGES THAT ARE OFTER ENCLOSED BY BARBED WIRES
MEMBER'S OF LT. CUTRELL'S PLATTON DESCRIBED IN DETAIL HOW THEY

PERFORMED THEIR DESTRUCTION:
FIRST THE ZIPPO SQUAD, SET FIRE TO THE THATCHED DWELLINGS WITH

THEIR LIGHTERS, SGT STEVE KOHRT ADDED, "WHEN WE FOUND CANDLES,
SOME OF US USED CANDLES. IF WE THINK ID' REALLY WORLK II, WE
THROW A GRENADE IN

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO BUR DOWN A VILLAGE?
THAT REALLY VARIES, IT DEPENDE. 01 THE WIND, IT AL/SO DEPENDS ON

1 HE SIZE OF THE VILLAGE," HE SAID.
CUTTRELL ADDED, "WHAT WE TRY I.O DO IS TO GET ALL OF THE PEOPLE

OUT OF THE VILLAGE BEFORE WE START BURNING. BECAUSE OF THE PSYCHO-
LOGICAL EFFECTS, OF COURSE, THEY DON'TIWATI TO GO. OTHAT IS THEIR
FOR AND EVERYTHING

"BUT WHAT we DO IS GET THEM AUL OUT OF THE VILLAGE AND OUT OF

SIGHT BEFORE WE BIRN IT SO THEY WON'T HAVE TO STAND AND WATCH
THEIR HOUSES BIRNAT
UNQUOTE
2. REQUEST FACTS ON THIS CASE BE NISHES FOR CONUSNACV AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE, AND NOT LATER THAN 28 NOVEMBER.
3. WARM REGARDS.

S

RECEIVEDSSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOUR S
27 NOVA.M.35.9
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RECEIVED
J. REFERENCE YOUR PHONE CALL AND WESSAGE TO ME REGARDING I

27 NOV P.M.ARTICLE BY NIKE HEALE THAT APPEARED I THE WASHI GT ON EVENT
STAR REGARDING THE BURNING OF HAMLETS IN THE BY LAI AREA.
2. I HAVE GATHERED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION FROM THE 198TH
BRIGADE TO INCLUDE LIEUTENANT COTTRELL WHOM MIKE NEALE
INTERV IEWED. LIEUTEMANT COTTRELL COMANDS THEJIST PLATOON,
COMPANY, 5TH BATTALION, 46TH FANTRY.

3. NEALE CAME TO FIRE SUPPORT BASE GADOR ON SUNDAY, 23
NDVEMBER TO GET TR 00P REACTION FROM THE NEW IN THE FIELD REGARDING THE
REPORTS THEY MAY HAVE READ ABOUT THE BY LAI INCIDENT. HE
TAL ED TO LIEUTENUNT COTTRELL AND MEMBERS OF HIS PLATTOON.
ANY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE PLATOON WERE GOING ON GUARD AT THIS
TIME SO THE SANE ONES WERE NOT PRESENT ALL THE TIME.
4. NEALE ASKED THE MEN WHAT THEY THOUGHT OF THE MY LAI STORY.
NO OF THEM HAD SEEN OR HEARD OF IT AT THIS TIME. WEALE
READ THEM THE STORY. THEIR REACTION WAS THAT THEY DID NOT REPEAT
NDT BELIEVE THAT ANY SUCH THING COULD HAPPEN IN THE UNITED
STATES AREED FORCES. HE THEN ASKED IF THEY HAD BEEN OPERATING IN THE
AREA. WHEN TOZD THEY HAD, HE ASKED WHAT THEIR MISSION WAS.
5. LIEUTENANT COTTRELL WHO HAD BEEN IN COUNTRY APPROXIMATELY
ONE MOVER EXPLAINED THAT THEIR MISSION WAS TO PAGIFY THREE
AMLETS IN THAT AREA. IN ORDER TO PACIFY THESE HAMLETS PEOPLE
LIVING IN MANY OF THE AD ACENT HAMLETS WERE MOVED INTO
THE TARGET HAMTETS AND THE ABANDONED HANLETS WERE BURNED To DENY
HE ENEMY THEIR USE. LIQUTENANT COTTRELL DID USE THE TERM
"ZIPPO SQUAD" BECAUSE HE HAD HEARD THIS ARGON USED BY OTHER
SULDIERS. LIEUTENANT COTTRELL DID NOT BELIEVE THAT BIVING A
WRRESPONDEN INFORMATION REGARDING WHAT HE CONSIDERED 10 BE
A ROUTINE MISSION WOULD I ANY WAY CAUSE DIFFICILITY. HE NEVER
REALIZED THAT THE USE OF THE WORD "ZIPPO SQUAD" MIGHT HAVE
ANY BAD CONNOTATION
6. THERE WERE A TOTAL OF II HAMLETS BURNED, THREE OF HICH
LIEUTENANT CUTTRELL WAS INVOLVED I BURNING. THE SIZE OF
EACH HANZET WAS APPROXIMATELY 30 DWELLINGS EXCEPT Two
HALLETS COVSISTED OF APPR LIMATELY 60 DWELLINGS EACH. MANY OF
THESE DWELLINGS HAD BEEN DESTROYED DURING THE ENTIRE PERIOD OF
THE WAR AND NOT TOO MANY WERE LEFT TO BE DESTROYED. THE NUMBER
OFDWELLUNGS RURNED IN EACH HAULET RANGED FRON23 TOTAS HUTS
ADE OF THATCHED GRASS AND BANBOO. A FEW HASONRY DWELLINGS IN FAIR
DULTION WERE STIDL STANDING AND THEY WERE HOT DESTROYED.
AT THE TIME OF THE BURNING, THERE WERE NO REPEAT No CIVILIANS
PRESENT IN THE AREA. THE DAY BEFORE ANY HAMLET WAS BURNED A
PSY OP HELICOPTER WAS IN THE AREA AN OUNDING TO THE PEOPLE TO
FDE TO THE TARGET HAMLETS FOR SECURITY. WHEN THE TROOPS
NOVED INT' THE AREA, THEY FOUND APPROXIMATELYT ELDERLY
PEOPLE WHO HAD NOT DEPARTED RECAUSE THE Y which have
TO WALT TO THE TARGET Thist PEOPLE AND
SEND EVACUATED TO THE TARGST hulets BY THE on THE

* 2661)CK BUND.
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7. PRIOR TO ANY OF HESE ACTIONS, THE ENTIRE PROGRAS MAD
BEEN COONDINATED THE SATTA-104 COMMANDER OF THE 513 BATTALION,
451H INFAVIRY, LTC LIAN F. SERVING HAS NOW ROTATED TO
THE STATES, AND THE DISTRICT CHIEF OF SON TIME, CPT KRIEM.
OT KHIEN REQUESTED THAT HARLETS T THE AREA THAT WERE NOT TARGET
TAMLETS FOR PACIFICATION BE DESTROYED TO DENY THEN ID THE
EMENY. COZ WAGNER AND CPT KHIEM AGREED ON THE 11 HAMTETS IN QUESTION
PRESENT AT THE MEETINGS WHEN ZTC WAGNER AND CPT KHIEM WERE MAKE G
PLANS FOR THE OPERATION WERE MA WAITE, THE SON II H ALSTRICT
ADVISOR, AND CPF 50t The LTAISON OFFICE FROM THE 517
BATTALION, ASIE DEFANTRY. BON MA WATTE AND CPI PHILIPS CONFIRM
THAT THE DISTRICT CHILF REQUESTED THE SE 14 HANLETS BE DESTROYED.
3. Inc FOLLOWING 11 HALLIS WERE DESINOYED

CHAU SA 4) 672796 25 OCT1.

CHAU SA 3)2.
3. AN THIN ) 633825 24 OCT
4. DAP MY 2) 697314-25 OCT
5. GTEN DIEN D 714803 3 NOV
6. NO NAME 7128@2 3 NOV
7. NO NAME 727825 3 NOV
8. VAN THIS 3 NOV
9. NO NAME 180805 3 NOV
10. NO NAME 76 800 3 NOV
the NO NAME 697803 3 NOV
DURING THE BURNING OF HALLET NUMBER 4, AN RF COMPANY WAS3.

RESENT AND OPERATING WITH THE STV 4 STH INF.
10. AT HANZET NUMBER 3, THREE VC # ERE KILLED WHILE RUNNING
RUS THE HAMLET.
51. ON 3, NOV DURING THE OPERATION TO BURN HABLETS 5. THROUGH
1., THE SIX Biv, 4602 INF HIT A BOOBY TRAP KILLINGHI U.S. SOZDIER
AND WOUNDING 3 OTHERS.
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THE
UPI

THE AWERSON ADD TO COMUSMACV
TO 86 BOOLEY CHICO OF STAFF III MAF
FORM

SECRET MAC15423 ETES ONLY
REFERENCE: MAC 15303

MAC 15323
TELECOF LTG HICKERSON & 40 TOYNSTED

COMUSHACY KILL VISIT 10 MAR 9 MT MEDA NALGN
500 HOURS, 9 DEC. RON ACD REPART HOURS. 10 DEC.

PLEASE FURDISH THIS OFFICE THE REPUBSID WEATHER NOTIFI-T
WAC 15383) ON 9 AND 10 DEC

the ALTERNATE DATE FOR TRIP is IS I 14 DEC.
4 PLEASE RETURN ITIBERARY.

4
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DILLON ALREADY THE WORtD~S MAStER aUi~ER WOULD MAKE AN 
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MATTER CONTAINED IN REF A MOST GRATEFULLY RECEIVED. I CONCUR
WITH THE WELL DESERVED WORDS OF PRAISE IN REF B. JACK
DILLON ALREADY THE WORLD'S MASTER BUILDER WOULD MAKE AN
OUTSTANDING LAWYER. ARMED WITH YOUR: ENDORSEMENT, KE
PRESENTED THE CASE WELL.
2. (S) I AGREE THAT THIS MOVE APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN
NIPPED IN THE BUD AND EXPECT THAT ALTERNATE SOLUTIONS
WILL RECEIVE FAR MORE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION.
3. (S) I HAVE FORWARDED JACK DILLON'S PAPER AND YOUR
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