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Subj: Conduct and Control of Close Air Support

Promulgates CINC PAC Policy and prescribes procedures for
the conduct and control of close air support operations.
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CONDUCT AND CONTRO OF CLOSE AIR SUPPORT
OPERATONS CUS
10 THIS INSTRUCT ION FROMULGATES CINCPAG POLICY AND PRESCRIBES
PROCEDURES FOR THE CONDUCT AND CONTROL OF CLOSE A IP. SUPPORT
OPERATIONS. WHILE THIS INSTRUCTION IS APPLICABLE THROUGHOUT THE
PACIFIC COMMAND.O II APPLIES IN PARTICULAR TO TACTICAL AIR OPERATIONS
IN SOUTH VIETNAM.
2. THE PRIORITY TASKS OF IN-COUNTRY OFFENSIVE AIR ELEMENTS I.N SOUTH
VIETNAM ARE TO PROVIDE CLOSE AIR SUPPORT AND TO DELIVER ATTACKS ON
VIET CONG RESOURCES AND INSTALLATIONS. OF THE SE , THE FIRST PRIORITY
IS CLOSE AIR SUPPORT OF GROUND FORCES WHICH ARE ACTUALLY E NGAGED IN

PAGE TWO RUHHAMA 0771 SECRET
OPERAT IONS AGAINST THE VIET CONG.O
3. IN THE PLANNING AND CORD UCT OF AIR OPERATIONS IN CLOSE SUPPORT
OF UNITED STATES GROUND FORCES, THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES WILL APPLY8

A. CLOSE AIR SUPPORT WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THIS DIRECTIVE WILL
BE CONSIDERED TO INVOLVE: THREE COMPONENTS-- SUPPORT AIRCRAFT, A
FORWARD AIR CONTR OLLER WITH T HE SUPPORTED GROUND UNIT AND A CLOSE
AIR SUPPORT CONTROL AGENCY, WITH WHICH BOTH FORWARD AIR CONTROLLER
AND SUPPORT AIR CRAFT AIRBORNE CAN COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY. 8

B. AIRCRAFT WILL BE MAINTAINED ON ALERT FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PROVIDING ON-CALL CLOSE AIR SUPPORT. NUMBERS OF AIRCRAFT AND
BE GREE OF ALERT SO MAINTAINED WILL BE DETERMINED AS PRESCRIBED IN
PARAGRAPH 4 BEL OW .

Co ALERT CLOSE AIR SUPPORT AIR CRAFT WILL BE SUBJECT TO DIRECT
CALL BY THE SUPPORTED GROUND UNIT THROUGH I HE MEDIUM OF THE RELATED
CLOSE AIR SUPPORT CONTROL AGENCY, WHOSE RESPONSIBILITIES EXTERD TO
A PRESCRIBED GEOGRAPHIC AREA.

D. RESPONSE OF THE CLOSE SUPPORT AIRCRAFT TO CALL'S FOR SUPPORT
FR OM THE SUPPORTED GROUND UNIT WILL NOT BE SUBJECT I.O ANY DELAY FOR
PURPOSE OF MISSION EVALUAT ION 08 MISSION CLEARANCE AT LEVELS HIGHER
THAN THE RELATED CLOSE AIR SUPPORT AGENCY.
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CLOSE AIR SUPPORT MISSIONS MILL BE CONTROLLED BY A FORWARD
A.R COURA OLLER STATIONED SUPPORTED UGIT 07 IN HIS ABSTOCE
BY AN AIR BORNE TACITORY AIR COORDINATOR.

Fo NOTHING HEREIN VITIATES THE PRICE CINCPAC PROVISION THAT
CON USNA A IR. FRICE COMPONENT COMMANDER SHALL ACT AS
COORD INAT INC AUT HOR IT Y FOR MATTER'S PERTAINING TO FASTICAL: AIR SUPPORT
AND AIR TRAFFIC COURCE 88 SOUTH VIETNAM. THE COORDINATION PROCESS
SHALL NOT IN ANY WAY DEGRADE THE RESPONSIVENESS OF THE CLOSE
SUPPORT AIRCRAFT NOR OF THE RELATED CLOSE QSR SUPPORT CONTROL AGENCY.
COORDINATING AUTHORITY IS DEFINID ILC PARACRAPHS 33281-30283 OF
UNAAF.
Bo BN APPLYING THE FOREGOING PRINCIFLES; THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES
WILL BE FOLLOWED WITH RESPECT TO OF AIR RESOURCES
BETWEEN CLOSE AIR SUPPORT AND OTHER CAU COUNTRY OFFENSIVE AIR
OPERATIONS:

Ao TACTICAL GROUND UNITS ILL ON THE DAY PRECEDING, STATE
THEIR ESTIMATED REQUIREMENT: $ FOR PREPARATORY AIR ATTACKS AND FOR
ON- CALL CLOSE AIR SUPPORT INCLUD ING DECREE OF ALERT REQUIRED

B. T.MESE RE QUIREMENTS WILL BE INTEGRATED BY THE COORDINATING
AUTHORITY WITH THOSE FOR GENERAL AIR ATTACKS AND MEASURED AGAINST
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MEANS AVAILABLE, AS REPORT BY IN-COUNTRY AIR UNITS.

Co SHOULD THE MEANS AVAILABLE BE INADEQUATE IO FULFILL ALL
REQUIREMENTS, APPORT IOMMENT OF MEANS WILL BE MADE BY
COMUSMACU , IN ACCORD ANCE WITH T HE GENERAL PRIORITY STABLISHED
IN PARAGRAPH 2 ABOVE.
50 IN THE COND UCT OF CLOSE AIR SUPPORT OPER AT IONS EACH CLOSE AIR
SUPPORT CONTROL AGENCY WILL FULFILL ON-CALL REQUESTS FROM FORCES
OPERATING WITHIN IT'S ASSIGNED AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY TO THE LIMIT OF
THE MEANS WHICH HAVE BEEN ALL OCATED. SHOULD CONTINUING REQUESTS
FOR CLOSE AIR SUPPORT ENCEED HE MEANS AVAILABLE THE CLOSE AIR
SUPPORT CONTRO AGENCY WILL NOTIFY:THE COORDINATING AUT HORITY, WITH
A REQUEST FOR FURTHER ALLOCATION OF MEANS TO FULFILL THE REQUIREMEN
OF THE ENGAGED FORCES. THE COORD INAITING AUTHORITY WILL RESPOND. TO
LIKE LIMIT OF HIS CAPABILITY, IN ACCORD ANCE WITH THE PRIORITY
ESTABLISHED IN PARAGRAPH 2 ABOVE. WHEN AIR ASSSETS BASED IN SOUT
VIETNAM ARE INSUFFICIENT FOR HE TASK, I.WE COORDINATING AUTHORITY
SHOULD IMMEDIATELY INFORM COMUSMACV -SO I HAT HE CAN REQUEST
ADD IT IONAL AIR SUPPORT ASSETS FROM CINCAPC. UNDER THES
CIR CUN STANCES, CINCPAC MILL DIRECT. CINCPACPLI.TO SUPPORT
COMUSMACV WITH CARRIER asBASED AIRCRAFT THAI BASED AIRCRAFT
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ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR USD IN SOUTH VICI-LAGO BUT MAY BE TEMPORARILY
TRANSFERRED) TO FIELDS IN SOUTH VIST MAMA IN THERE IS SUFFICIENT
AIRFIELD CAPACIT To
So SHOULD ANY SUPPORTED U. So GROUND BLEMEOT COMMANDER
DETERMINE THAT CLOSE AIR SUPPORT MEANS ARE REPEATEDLY INADEQUATE
FOR HIS PURPOSES OR THAT OCEOURES IN EFFECT ARE INADEQUATELY
RESONSIVE HE SHALL BE OBL IGED T 0 SO ADVISE CONUSMAGV, WHO
WILL EITHER REQUEST THE OF ADDITIONAL MEANS OR
RE COMMEND ALTERATION IONS HEREOF TO ACCELERATE THE
C.OSE AIR SUPPORT PROCEDURES. IN ANY EVENT, COMUSMACV WILL
BAKE A MONT KY REPORT TO.NIS. HEAD QUARTERS, SUMMARIZING ANY
PR OBLEMS ENCOUNTERED IN EXECUT ING THE PRINCIPLES AND PROCEDURES
me SCRIBED HEREING
GP3
BI

SECRETCOPIESOFCOPYIIIMAF 2100/2 (REV. 11-66)

CEOCHAP.G-3 COMPT.G-5 ADJ.G-1 G-4G-2CS DC/SCG AFC

PROTOCOLPOSTAL PMOMTOHQ. COMDT. INSP. LEGALENGR. FD. SERV.DENT. O. EMB.COCCIB

SUP.SPL. SERV. SURG.PSY. OPS.

/#

DECLASSIFIED



t 

, I 
1 

1 

I 

DECLASSIFIED 
-----~~-----;- --

• 
: T8P iE§,Ii-Ii~ _ LOP 

s 

"~Cl~SS!n[D 
A I R C.O N T R 0 L M E S SAG E S 

VOLUME IV 

NOT TO ~E REMOVED FROM STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE 

Declassified by the Director of 
Marine Corps History and MuseumS 
in accordance with the provisionS 

of CNO ltr Ser 009D323/232095 of ,.} .•. ".. rJ~.;~rfD~ 0(f~rr;~rr.:: 

~
eb 1979 . .:!;.~ t r .1 :. I \, '. i 

i. ,-,- • ~m C\L...-- '-~,\..,:. . : 
_ _ ______ Slgnature Dat.e ________ _ 

I 

~-------: 

I 
~_.________ /?i e &"-____________ .-----1 __ 

"fOP S£CRE I J.IQP 9E8RET, 
t;-~.~~t,~;~- .J\;iJJ.Ql~ATlC ~[I~RN)JNG; . . _~ - .- .:j..,' .... -' " J :.<::~:~ 
1~...:~~~~4=.~ .. ~,(\ES J'jJh_"E~~-?_~: __ ....=~ __ ~_~ ~L:... ..... :..~.,;.:..":',;~~·.;.·:' ___ ... ______ ..:~ __ .!}j . ..; -L' .;." .. ~~~~lfji!!.~ 

:;~,:;:::.-:;;Ji~~':,~~._0~~,,~_.~~.,;.:;~:~~i~z~~~~~~:~:~:t.£~~~~~~~i.~~c~~~z··.~~~.:.:r-~:,:2~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0268

TOP CEORET

ARCLASSIFIED
AIR C.ONTROL MESSAGES

VOLUME IV

II

GROUND
TEAMAIR

AMPHIBIOUS
FORCE

NOT TO BE REMOVED FROM STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE
S

Declassified by the Director of
Marine Corps History and Museums
in accordance with the provisions
of CNO ltr Ser 009D323/232095 of
21 Feb 1979

Worm Signature Date 13J0N92

MCEO

IOP SECRETFOP SECRET

EXPLUDED FROM AUTOMATIC REGRADING;
/ small DOES NOT APPET

DECLASSIFIED


