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PART ONE

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

DANANG AIR BASE, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

Lewis W. WALT

Major General, United States Marine Corps

Commanding

Command Chronology for period 1 July - 31 July 1965

Col Regan FULLER, USMCChief of Staff

Deputy Chief of Staff for Col Olin W. JONES, USMC

Administration, Logistics and

Area Coordination matters

LtCol Donald T. DOXEY, USMCAssistant Chief of Staff, G-1

Maj Robert E. GRUENLER, USMCAssistant Chief of Staff, G-2

to 10 July

LtCol Dale N. DAVIS, USMC

to 27 July

Col Leo J. DULACKI, USMC

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3 Col. Hardy HAY, USMC

to 10 July

LtCol Rex C. DENNY Jr. USMC

to 14 July

Col Edwin H. SIMMONS, USMC

Assistant Chief of Staff, G4 Col Norman R. NICKERSON, USMC

to 27 July

LtCol Joseph S. HEITZLER, USMC
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Oommunication-Ilectronics Officer CoJ Frederiok C. DODSON 9 USH: 

: ; &ommaud et: Subordinate Units 
, , ',~ 

~a ~ine Division (-) (Rein) 
{", ~'" I, '~~ • 

~ 1st Marine Aircraft Wing (Ad v) 

Force Logistics Support Group 

Det~ 1st Force Reconnaissance 00, FMF 

Maj Oen levis W. WALT, USMO 

BGen Kai th B. MOOUTOHEON, USMC 

001 Mauro J 9 P.ADALIltO, USMO 

Capt David WHITTINGHAM, USMO 

Maj Donald L. MURPHY, USMC CommW1ication Support Cc-. FMF 

USMC -
Offioer inlisted 

1541 19,955 

Average MOnthly Strength: 

Officer 

161 

2 

inlisted 

2,127 

DECLASSIFIED 

23,784 

, 

DECLASSIFIED

Col Frederick C. DODSON, USMCCommunication-Electronics Officer

CommanderSubordinate Units

MajGen Lewis W. WALT, USMC3d Marine Division (-) (Rein)

BGen Keith B. MCCUTCHEON, USMC1st Marine Aircraft Wing (Adv)

Col Mauro J. PADALINO, USMCForce Logistics Support Group

Capt David WHITTINGHAM, USMCDet, 1st Force Reconnaissance Co, FMF

Maj Donald L. MURPHY, USMCCommunication Support Co. FMF

Average Monthly Strength:

TOTALUSNUSMC

EnlistedOfficerEnlistedOfficer

23,7842,12716119,9551541
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

• 
During the month of July, the III Marine Amphibious Force Of was located 

at (AT 994757) 350 meters west of the DANANG~ Republic ov Vietnam, Airfield 
adjacent to the 3d Marine Division (Fwd) CP and the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing 
(Adv) CP. 

All forces of III MAF were located in the I. Corps Tactical Zone (ICTZ) 
in the three major enclaves of PHU BAI, DANANG, ana CHU IAI with the excep­
tion of the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines (Reinforced) which was located at 
QUI NHON in II C'I'Z:. The mission of TIl MAE' consisted of !'haBO I, Securing 
·the Base Area, and Phase II, Deep Patrolling and Offensive OperatiOns, as 
outlined by OOMUSHA CV LOI of 5 May 1965, enclosure (1) • The DANANG TAeR 
was expanded south1,.rard to permit greater maneuverability and to preclude 
attaCks on the airfield proper; one of which occurred on 1 July 1965 and is 
covered in Section II. Patrols were concentrated on likely areas of 
approach to the TAORls in an effort to prevent the VC fram massing for 
ilL '''; acks against the M3.rinc units. The USMC TAOR at QUI NHON was established 
"with the landing of 3d Battalion, 7th Marines, on 1 July. The 2d Battalion, 
7th Marines relieved the 3d &1.ttalion on 8 July. The COMlBMACV LOI for QUI 
NHON operations is included as enclosure (2). The overlay indicating the 
limits of the QUI NHON TAOR is attached to enclosure (2). 

Enemy activity consisted of two relatively important raids on Marine 
positions plus harassing small arms fire, booby traps and minor probes, 
Intelligence reports indicated a general reorganization for the fa1l-winter. 
campaign, In addition, indioations were receiv,ed that the VC were concentra"!' 
ting to attack the DANANO TACR. Confirmed va casual ties during the month 
of July were 105 KIA, 5 WIA, and 40 captured. 

A major increase in activity in the areas of logistics, p~rsonnel, civic 
action and combat information oocurred as operations of the Mlrines shifted 
toward a more offensive posture. 

II. OPERATIOM), 

a. Unilat~ral OperatioQ§. III MAF operations odnsisted primarily of 
strengthening defensive positions in depth, deep patrols and search and 
clear operations. During July, a major expanslQP of the DANANG TAOR was re­
quested. The expansion placed the southern boundary approximately 6000 meters 
south of the airfield. MONKEY MOUNTAIN, the twin peaked peninsula approxim­
ately 5 miles northeast of the DANANG Air Base on which a· mAF radar 191 te 
(PANAMA) is loeated, also becrune a III MAr responsibility. The approval by 
CG I Corps for the expanded TAOR was received on 17 July. The main purpose 
in obtaining this expansion was to neryrl'H; '1carch and clear operations south of the 
a:trrield~ This ,heavily popUlated area had been the cause of muoh concern since 
the VO operated there quite fre8l;v'o This expansion would permit patrols to 

, Q 
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PART TWO
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

I. INTRODUCTION

During the month of July, the III Marine Amphibious Force CP was located
at (AT 994757) 350 meters west of the DANANG, Republic ov Vietnam, Airfield

adjacent to the 3d Marine Division (Fwd) CP and the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing
(Adv) CP.

All forces of III MAF were located in the I. Corps Tactical Zone (ICTZ)
in the three major enclaves of PHU BAI, DANANG, and CHU LAI with the excep-
tion of the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines (Reinforced) which was located at
QUI NHON in II CTZ. The mission of III MAF consisted of Phase I, Securing
the Base Area, and Phase II, Deep Patrolling and Offensive Operations, as
outlined by COMUSMACV LOI of 5 May 1965, enclosure (1). The DANANG TAOR
was expanded southward to permit greater maneuverability and to preclude
attacks on the airfield proper; one of which occurred on 1 July 1965 and is
covered in Section II. Patrols were concentrated on likely areas of

approach to the TAOR's in an effort to prevent the VC from massing for
attacks against the Marine Units. The USMC TAOR at QUI NHON was established
with the landing of 3d Battalion, 7th Marines, on 1 July. The 2d Battalion,
7th Marines relieved the 3d Battalion on 8 July. The COMUSMACV LOI for QUI
NHON operations is included as enclosure (2). The overlay indicating the
limits of the QUI NHON TAOR is attached to enclosure (2).

Enemy activity consisted of two relatively important raids on Marine

positions plus harassing small arms fire, booby traps and minor probes.
Intelligence reports indicated a general reorganization for the fall-winter

campaign. In addition, indications were received that the VC were concentra-
ting to attack the DANANG TAOR. Confirmed VC casualties during the month
of July were 105 KIA, 5 WIA, and 40 captured.

A major increase in activity in the areas of logistics, personnel, civic
action and combat information occurred as operations of the Marines shifted
toward a more offensive posture.

II. OPERATIONS

a. Unilateral Operations. III MAF operations consisted primarily of

strengthening defensive positions in depth, deep patrols and search and
clear operations. During July, a major expansion of the DANANG TAOR was re-

quested. The expansion placed the southern boundary approximately 6000 meters
south of the airfield. MONKEY MOUNTAIN, the twin peaked peninsula approxim-
ately 5 miles northeast of the DANANG Air Base on which a USAF radar site
(PANAMA) is located, also became a III MAF responsibility. The approval by
CG I Corps for the expanded TAOR was received on 17 July. The main purpose

of thein obtaining this expansion was to permit search and clear operations south
airfield: This heavily populated area had been the cause of much concern since
the VC operated there quite freely'. This expansion would permit patrols to

1
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push slowly and methodically the Forward Idge of Battle Area (mBA) out 
past the point where enemy mortars could be used effectively against the 
airfield. In addition, the Reconnaissance Areu of Responsibility (RAOR) 
approved to the north and northwest permitted deep patrolling to be 
oonduoted in close ooordination \dth OG I Corps over likely areas of 
approach and the strategic HAl V'If Pass area. An overl81 of the expanded 
TAOR and agreement are attached as enclosure (3) • 

. On .31 July, a Reconnaissance Area of Responsibility, a band of about 
4000 meters, was approved for the CHU LAI enclave thereby permitting the 
Marines greater latitude in seeking out the enemy. The CG I Corps letter 
approving the Reoonnaissance AN'a and an overlay of the area ere attached 
as enclosure (4). 

The major unilateral Marine operation occurred on .3 July. The RVIf lfavy 
Junk Base on KY HOA Island within the CHU LAI TAeR was OVerrun by the VC 
early in the morning. An attaok was launched by the Marines to recapture 
the base. Details of the attack are reported in referenoe (b). 

b. Cgordlnated Operations. The Marines of III MAF entered a nc~' stage 
in the confl1ct in RVl'f when they launched a series of coordinated OP()}' i ,tions 
with RVN foroes in the area around the CHU LAl TArn. The first Vas u. 
relatively small operation conducted in an area where known enemy resistance 
vas expected to be comparatlvely1ight. This ves considered necessary in 
attempting to analyze and work out any problems which might arise when 
forces of two nations operate in adjacent'areas. 

The next operation marked the first coordinated Regimental operation 
in South Vietnam for the Marines. Operation LIi! KiT FOUR began on 
28 July 65 with forces of the 4th Marines jo~ng with the 51st ARVlf 
Regi.ment and 3d Marine Battalion RVN. UndeJ.' u,lJo:IrationaJ.. control of the 
Fourth Marinas, the coordinated force conducted' a two day search and 
claar oper stion southwest of CHU LAI supported by 11arine fixed wing aircraft 
helicopters and artillery. 

o. inemv Ac~iyi~Y. The Viet Cong attempted four significant raids 
during July. These were in addition to constant minor probing, harassing 
small arms fire, mines and booby traps. Their most successful raid 
occurred on 1 July 1965 when they launched a combined attack on DA~~G Air­
base. Under the oover of mortar and small ar.ms fire, demolition teams 
broached the tactical wire and severely damaged six USAF aircraft. 
Friendly- casualties were one USAF KIA and three USMC WIA. Known enemy 
loss was one VC oaptured. Significant details are contained in referenoe 
(b) and Section III B of this report. , 
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push slowly and methodically the Forward Edge of Battle Area (FEBA) out

past the point where enemy mortars could be used effectively against the
airfield. In addition, the Reconnaissance Areas of Responsibility (RAOR)

approved to the north and northwest permitted deep patrolling to be
conducted in close coordination with CG I Corps over likely areas of
approach and the strategic HAI VAN Pass area. An overlay of the expanded
TAOR and agreement are attached as enclosure (3).

On 31 July, a Reconnaissence Area of Responsibility, a band of about
4000 meters, was approved for the CHU LAI enclave thereby permitting the
Marines greater latitude in seeking out the enemy. The CG I Corps letter

approving the Reconnaissance Area and an overlay of the area are attached
as enclosure (4).

The major unilateral Marine operation occurred on 3 July. The RVN Navy
Junk Base on KY HOA Island within the CHU LAI TAOR was overrun by the VC
early in the morning. An attack was launched by the Marines to recapture
the base. Details of the attack are reported in reference (b).

b. Coordinated Operations. The Marines of III MAF entered a now stage
in the conflict in RVN when they launched a series of coordinated operations
with RVN forces in the area around the CHU LAI TAOR. The first was a

relatively small operation conducted in an area where known enemy resistance
was expected to be comparatively light. This Was considered necessary in
attempting to analyze and work out any problems which might arise when
forces of two nations operate in adjacent areas.

The next operation marked the first coordinated Regimental operation
in South Vietnam for the Marines. Operation LIEN KET FOUR began on
28 July 65 with forces of the 4th Marines joining with the 51st ARVN
Regiment and 3d Marine Battalion RVN. Under operational control of the
Fourth Marines, the coordinated force conducted a two day search and
clear operation southwest of CHU LAI supported by Marine fixed wing aircraft
helicopters and artillery.

C. Enemy Activity. The Viet Cong attempted four significant raids

during July. These were in addition to constant minor probing, harassing
small arms fire, mines and booby traps. Their most successful raid
occurred on 1 July 1965 when they launched a combined attack on DANANG Air-
base. Under the cover of mortar and small arms fire, demolition teams
broached the tactical wire and severely damaged six USAF aircraft.
Friendly casualties were one USAF KIA and three USMC WIA. Known enemy
loss was one VC captured. Significant details are contained in reference
(b) and Section III B of this report.
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Other signifioant activity consisted of the attack on the Navy Junk ' 

Base on 9 July, an attack on the ARVN BA GIA outpost southwest of OHU LAl 
On 6 July and a signifioant dQYlight action against Company », 1st Bat­
talion, }d Marines on 17 July. The VO attacked the unit with both mortar 
and small arms fire. This sharp enoounter resulted in eleven va KIA and 

,two USMC WIA. 

d. Air Suprort. Marine Air was strengthened oonsiderably during July 
when the seoond F4B squadron, VMFA 542, arrived at DANANG, and the taxiwqa 
and runwQYS of the SATS at CHU LAl were oompleted. Operations oonsisted 
of close air support, visual and radar oontrolled interdiotion, troop and 
oargo lift, helicopter escort, and landing zone preparation. Oonsiderable 
progress was made in marrying the transport helicopter, armed helicopter, 
and fixed wing fighter/attack or attack airoraft into a smoothly ooordinated 
and highly effective team. A typioal performanoe of this teamwhioh has , 
become an everyd~ event followsl A4 s or F-4's prepare the helicopter 
landing zone with cannon, rockets, and bombs. The transport helioopters 
approaoh. The armed UHIE's (Hueys) +'ake over for the suppression of light 
small arms fire. Meanwhile the A4'. or F4's orbit overhead prepared to 
take any heavy resistance under immediate attack. As the transport helos 
land, the armed Hueys suppress fire on the perimeter of the LZ,.-remaining 
clear of the transport helicopters and fixed wing attack airoraft called in 
by the FAO or TAO(A). They also provide 010 .. in protection as the heli­
copter wave lifts off and departs the zone. This teamwork has reduoed 
hits on the helos in the landing zone significantly. 

III. INTELLIGENCE 

a. General. Intelligence information indicates that VO forces are 
becoming stronger, batter equipped, more aotive, and are generally pre­
paring for the fall~winter oampaign. Reports of the VO oapturt~two 
105mm howitzers and employing 75mm howitzers in the ORO LAl TAOR caused 
oonsiderable oonoern. The large sums of money found on VO troops were 
oonsidered indioative of a drive to buy and store supplies. 

b.'~ Itt~k on DANANG Air Base. The one va oaptured in the attack against 
Da Nang Air nse on 1 July was the intelligence man of & thirteen man 
demolition sabotage team from the 3d Battalion, 18th Regiment, }25th P!VN 
Division. His version of the attack folloWB' The team joined a epeci&i 
operation oompany which had a 51mm recoilless rifle and a mortar oompany 
which had four 8lmm mortars. The combined group trained and rehearsed 
for thirty dQYs before departing the NAM YEN area (AT 0387) on a three 
daY' oircuitous route to DANANG. At 302000H the group orossed the SON 
(River) CAU DO in junks at DO XU and arrived at the southeastern perimeter 
of the Air Base as planned. Two rifle platoons were stationed to ambush 
any reaction foroes, one on the dirt road from VO! VONG District Capital, 
and one on the road from I Corps Headquarters to DO XU ferr,y. The 8lmm 
mortar company split into two sections; the eouthernmos1;"sect1on. 
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Other significant activity consisted of the attack on the Navy Junk

Base on 9 July, an attack on the ARVN BA GIA outpost southwest of CHU LAI

on 6 July and a significant daylight action against Company D, 1st Bat-

talion, 3d Marines on 17 July. The VC attacked the unit with both mortar

and small arms fire. This sharp encounter resulted in eleven VC KIA and

two USMC WIA.

d. Air Support. Marine Air was strengthened considerably during July

when the second F4B squadron, VMFA 542, arrived at DANANG, and the taxiways

and runways of the BATS at CHU LAI were completed. Operations consisted

of close air support, visual and radar controlled interdiction, troop and

cargo lift, helicopter escort, and landing zone preparation. Considerable

progress was made in marrying the transport helicopter, armed helicopter,

and fixed wing fighter/attack or attack aircraft into a smoothly coordinated

and highly effective team. A typical performance of this team which has

become an everyday event follows: A4's or F-4's prepare the helicopter

landing zone with cannon, rockets, and bombs. The transport helicopters

approach. The armed UHIE's (Hueys) take over for the suppression of light

small arms fire. Meanwhile the A4's or F4's orbit overhead prepared to

take any heavy resistance under immediate attack. As the transport helos

land, the armed Hueys suppress fire on the perimeter of the LZ, remaining

clear of the transport helicopters and fixed wing attack aircraft called in

by the FAC or TAC(A). They also provide close in protection as the heli-

copter wave lifts off and departs the zone. This teamwork has reduced

hits on the helos in the landing zone significantly.

III. INTELLIGENCE

a. General. Intelligence information indicates that VC forces are

becoming stronger, better equipped, more active, and are generally pre-

paring for the fall-winter campaign. Reports of the VC capturing two

105mm howitzers and employing 75mm howitzers in the CHU LAI TAOR caused

considerable concern. The large sums of money found on VC troops were

considered indicative of a drive to buy and store supplies.

bo: Attack on DANANG Air Base. The one VC captured in the attack against

Da Nang Air Base on 1 July was the intelligence man of a thirteen man

demolition sabotage team from the 3d Battalion, 18th Regiment, 325th PAVN

Division. His version of the attack follows: The team joined a special

operation company which had a 57mm recoilless rifle and a mortar company
which had four 81mm mortars. The combined group trained and rehearsed

for thirty days before departing the NAM YEN area (AT 0387) on a three

day circuitous route to DANANG. At 302000H the group crossed the SON

(River) CAU DO in junks at DO XU and arrived at the southeastern perimeter
of the Air Base as planned. Two rifle platoons were stationed to ambush

any reaction forces; one on the dirt road from VOA VONG District Capital,
and one on the road from I Corps Headquarters to DO XU ferry. The 81mm

mortar company split into two sections; the southernmost, section.
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approximately four hundred meters tram the Air Ba.se fenoe. was to tire all 
the helicopters while the northern sectioD, about Six ~red meters tram 
the tenoe, was to fire on tbe .airstrip in support of the penetrating 
demoli tion team. Tha penetrating forc.." cut its vB:1 through the wire, and 
plant,Etd' oemoli tion oharges near the parked airplanes as the mortars and 

(S1Jmll I:RR opened tire at about 0l01l5H. The attaoking force then vi thdrew to 
rendezvous in HA THAK at (ar 020655). Details of the attack are reported in 
reference (b). 

IV. IBRSONJEL W ADMINISTlUfION 
a. §.att. During the month, III Marine Amphibious Foroe staft 

responsibilities i.creased as additional foroes were brought into the 
oountry and as operations swung from the defensive to a limited offensive 
rola. Operations such as LXiN KiT FOUR required additional coordination 
among the 3d Ms tne Division, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, and Republio of 
Vietnam Foro.s., Logistio support for the larger force neoessitated 
additional billets for resolving the problems ot equipment, comsumables, 
and the additional. load of planning for future operations. Task 
Organization of III Marine Amphibious Force is inoluded as enclosure (5) 
to. this report. 

b. Tranaplaownt antrRotation. The oommi ttmant ot the 3d Marina 
Di vision and 1st Marina 'or aft Wing in support of operations in Vietnam 
necessitated a change from unit trans placement to an indiYidual r.placement 
concept. Tbis -change will be effective about 1 September. Responsibility 
for reassignment of personnel to provide for a uniform rotation of personnel 
within the Foroe v.111be assigned to ths Division and Wing. 

o. CasUalti8§. Monthly casualties are shown. in Table I. 

Division 
'Wing 
Total 

BATTa 

KIA WIA 
16 171 
1 4 

17 lSI 

DOW 
4 
o 
4 

MIA. 
o 
2 
2 

KIA * WIA * CAPTOOD 

105 5 40 
* Confirmed 

ft'OJ-BATTJ,& 

DUm IltJ/ILL 
17 37 
o 2 

17 39 

USMO and VO Oasualties in III MAF TACR's July 1965 
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TOTAL 
251 

9 
260 
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approximately four hundred meters from the Air Base fence was to fire on
the helicopters while the northern section, about six hundred meters from
the fence, was to fire on the airstrip in support of the penetrating
demolition team. The penetrating force cut its way through the wire, and
planted demolition charges near the parked airplanes as the mortars and
57mm RR opened fire at about 010115H. The attacking force then withdrew to
rendezvous in HA THAN at (BT 020655). Details of the attack are reported in
reference (b).

IV. PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION

a. Staff. During the month, III Marine Amphibious Force staff

responsibilities increased as additional forces were brought into the
country and as operations swung from the defensive to a limited offensive
role. Operations such as LIEN KET FOUR required additional coordination
among the 3d Ma ine Division, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, and Republic of
Vietnam Forces. Logistic support for the larger force necessitated
additional billets for resolving the problems of equipment, comsumables,
and the additional load of planning for future operations. Task

Organization of III Marine Amphibious Force is included as enclosure (5)
to. this report.

b. Transplacement and Rotation. The committment of the 3d Marine
Division and 1st Marine Aircraft Wing in support of operations in Vietnam
necessitated a change from unit transplacement to an individual replacement
concept. This change will be effective about 1 September. Responsibility
for reassignment of personnel to provide for a uniform rotation of personnel
within the Force will be assigned to the Division and Wing.

c. Casualties. Monthly casualties are shown in Table I.

USMC

NON-BATTLEBATTLE

INJ/ILL TOTALDEATHMIADOWWIAKIA
251371716 o177 4Division

92o0 241Wing
26017 394181 217Total

VC

KIA WIA
*

CAPTURED

405105
* Confirmed

TABLE I

USMC and VC Casualties in III MAF TAOR's July 1965
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V. WGISTICS 

The Provisional Naval Component Command Support Activity (PNCCSUPAC'l') 
was activated on 10 July 1965 to discharge the Naval Component Commander's 
responsibilities for the ashore operations of ports and beaches until 
the Naval Support Activity DANANG oould achieve the o apabili ty to tully 
acoomplish ita mission. The Provisional Headquarters of PNCCSUPACT was 
staffed with personnel from III MAF/NCC. Enclosure (6) designates the 
tasks of the PNCCSUPACT. The Naval Support .Activity, DANANG was 
authorized on 11 July and will replace PNCCSUPACT when it becomes fully 
operational. Estimated date for achieving full capabilities is 15 October. 
Enolosure (1) is the CINCPAC oonfirmation of the establishment of the Naval 
Support Activity, DANANG. 

The poor condition of the roads and railroads neoessitatedresupply 
almost exclusively by sea and air in tIl MAF areas. Slippages in both 
sea and air scheduled deliveries of ClaSs I supplies reduoed stock levels 
to below the required amount. Therefore, required stook levels of 
Mel's were reduced from 30 d~s to 15 d~s to provide a more realistio 
basio unit. High surf at CHU LAX oaused further del", in resuppli oftr 
the beach. CG III MAP requested that CO Headquarters Support Activity 
SAIGON provide direct air shipment to each enolave in an effort to 
alleviate these oritioal resupply problems. The supply of bulk POL 
remained adequate through use of the storage tanks at the ESBO and 
SHELL tank farms in the vioinity of DANANG- Air Base. 

VI. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. General. The communication requirements of the III Marine Amphibious 
Foroe continued to grow to meet the demands of the increasing number of units 
entering the Republic of Vietnam. As a result of the increase in strength of 
III ¥arine Amphibious Force, existing oommunication faoilities were operating 
at full oapacity. Massage traffic volume continued to increase but handling 
times did not increase proportionately. Communioations Eleotronios equipment 
previously ordered to inorease IIIM8rine Amphibious Foroe oommunioations 
oapabilities has been partially received. 

b. Improvements 

Souroes of electrical power have become more dependable due to III Marine 
Amphibious Force reoeiving generators that bad been previously ordered. The 
reliability of III Marine AmphibiOUS Foroe'a DCS external oircuits haa im­
proved due to better quality circuits and a more stable source of generator 
power. The radio set AN/PRC-25 has been requested from COMUSMACV. This 
radio will give III Marine Amphibious Force units an inorease in transmission 
range and a broader frequenoy speotrum. An initial issue of fifty sets is .. 
due III Marine AmphibiOUS Foroe in September. ~ 

? L 
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V. LOGISTICS

The Provisional Naval Component Command Support Activity (PNCCSUPACT)
was activated on 10 July 1965 to discharge the Naval Component Commander's
responsibilities for the ashore operations of ports and beaches until
the Naval Support Activity DANANG could achieve the capability to fully
accomplish its mission. The Provisional Headquarters of PNCCSUPACT was
staffed with personnel from III MAF/NCC. Enclosure (6) designates the
tasks of the PNCCSUPACT. The Naval Support Activity, DANANG was
authorized on 17 July and will replace PNCCSUPACT when it becomes fully
operational. Estimated date for achieving full capabilities is 15 October.
Enclosure (7) is the CINCPAC confirmation of the establishment of the Naval
Support Activity, DANANG.

The poor condition of the roads and railroads necessitated resupply
almost exclusively by sea and air in til MAF areas. Slippages in both
sea and air scheduled deliveries of Class I supplies reduced stock levels
to below the required amount. Therefore, required stock levels of
MCI's were reduced from 30 days to 15 days to provide a more realistic
basic unit. High surf at CHU LAI caused further delay in resupply over
the beach. CG III MAF requested that CO Headquarters Support Activity
SAIGON provide direct air shipment to each enclave in an effort to
alleviate these critical resupply problems. The supply of bulk POL
remained adequate through use of the storage tanks at the ESSO and
SHELL tank farms in the vicinity of DANANG Air Base.

VI. COMMUNICATIONS

a. General. The communication requirements of the III Marine Amphibious
Force continued to grow to meet the demands of the increasing number of units
entering the Republic of Vietnam. As a result of the increase in strength of
III Marine Amphibious Force, existing communication facilities were operating
at full capacity. Message traffic volume continued to increase but handling
times did not increase proportionately. Communications Electronics equipment
previously ordered to increase III Marine Amphibious Force communications
capabilities has been partially received.

b. Improvements

Sources of electrical power have become more dependable due to III Marine
Amphibious Force receiving generators that had been previously ordered. The
reliability of III Marine Amphibious Force's DCS external circuits has im-
proved due to better quality circuits and a more stable source of generator
power. The radio set AN/PRC-25 has been requested from COMUSMACV. This
radio will give III Marine Amphibious Force units an increase in transmission
range and a broader frequency spectrum. An initial issue of fifty sets is
due III Marine Amphibious Force in September.
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VII. CIVIC ACTION 

a. General. The objectives of the III MAF Civic .Action Program are: 

(1) To gain support for the RVN government, and (2) to gain the confidence 
and ooo~eration of the persons residing in USMC Tactioa1 Areas of Responsibility 
(TAORI s). A continuing program of meetings between local VN Officials and Iocal 
Marine authorities was pursued. These meetings inoluded dinners, formal con";' - 'T' 

ference among larger groups of people, and two-man informal conferences. Con­
tacts were with offioia1s such as district village and hamlet leaders, officers 
of the VN Armed Forces and religious leaders. Many projects were pursued during 
July. Those included distributing used clothing, providing entertainment, 
supporting orphanages, giving blood to RVN hospitals, and attempting to solve 
the problem of unpaid RVN olaims. 

b. Najor Pro.ie(t~ 

(1) Medical Assistance - Teams of corpsmen, Marines and interpreters 
visited various hamlets throughout the TAOR's. They treated apprOXimately 
28,750 villagers. Local health workers were trained by formal instruction and 
by on-the-job training with medioal assistance teams. Two ohildren were sent 
to Saigon for plastic Burgency for oorrection of oleft palates. 

(2) Soap Program .. About 75'10 of the disease treated by medioal teams 
was skin infeotion resulting from poor sanitation. A soap donation campaign 
has been launohed in the United States with the Suppbrt of CG FMFPa.c. This 
soap is being distributed to villagers in the sanitation program. 

(3) Food Program .. Limited amounts of food were distributed by 
units of this oommand in five hamlets. More than 1,000 pounds of bread 
were baked and delivered to an orphanage in DANANG. Rioe oaptured from the 
VC was redistributed to loyal Vietnamese, particularly in the CRO LAI area. 

(4) Engineering Assistanoe - Due to operational requirements, 
engineer assistance in July was minimal. Twelve wells were dug in one 
refugee village at CRO LAI, and a 1,OOO-square-meter area was oleared for 
a school in the DANANG TAOR. Fuel and oil were provided for tractors used 
to clear the area for a new life hamlet in the DANANG TAOR. 

(5) Relooation - ~ program was initiated to re100ate the homes of 
looal people who live on the peripher,y of the DlNANG Air Base complex. 
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VII. CIVIC ACTION

a. General. The objectives of the III MAF Civic Action Program are :

(1) To gain support for the RVN government, and (2) to gain the confidence

and cooperation of the persons residing in USMC Tactical Areas of Responsibility

(TAOR's). A continuing program of meetings between local VN Officials and local

Marine authorities was pursued. These meetings included dinners, formal con-

ference among larger groups of people, and two-man informal conferences. Con-

tacts were with officials such as district village and hamlet leaders, officers

of the VN Armed Forces and religious leaders. Many projects were pursued during

July. These included distributing used clothing, providing entertainment,

supporting orphanages, giving blood to RVN hospitals, and attempting to solve

the problem of unpaid RVN claims.

b. Major Projects

(1) Medical Assistance - Teams of corpsmen, Marines and interpreters
visited various hamlets throughout the TAOR's. They treated approximately

28,750 villagers. Local health workers were trained by formal instruction and

by on-the-job training with medical assistance teams. Two children were sent
to Saigon for plastic surgency for correction of cleft palates.

(2) Soap Program - About 75% of the disease treated by medical teams
was skin infection resulting from poor sanitation. A soap donation campaign
has been launched in the United States with the Support of CG FMFPac. This

soap is being distributed to villagers in the sanitation program.

(3) Food Program - Limited amounts of food were distributed by
units of this command in five hamlets. More than 1,000 pounds of bread
were baked and delivered to an orphanage in DANANG. Rice captured from the
VC was redistributed to loyal Vietnamese, particularly in the CHU LAI area.

(4) Engineering Assistance - Due to operational requirements,
engineer assistance in July was minimal. Twelve wells were dug in one

refugee village at CHU LAI, and a 1,000-square-meter area was cleared for
a school in the DANANG TAOR. Fuel and oil were provided for tractors used
to clear the area for a new life hamlet in the DANANG TAOR.

(5) Relocation - A program was initiated to relocate the homes of

local people who live on the periphery of the DANANG Air Base complex.
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L:"'~ .. ~~~rr.asas-:cC;;o~n1ssidorad neceona:cj~ to pl'ovido 1JnOhstl'uctml f5.Gl.drl of fire 

approximately 400 motcl'8 vi de E\.r'(' unci tho :Xi.l' C'il3ld. The 'f1()'n~ :l,lr1 llJ.t 

').):j!n rosi.fltod ":>y tho ::,copl'3; hr)'K~v0r, }11'ogrl'Jss h~G 'Y)CJn slc)W'. It has 
been noco~fJc:.ry to prG:,)3.re no." sites 1/hor 0 the people may rolJU:l.ld their 
homes. III adc1ition, many graves have to be moved. Each movl' cOllsists 
of relocatine the entire h011l'H'l nlon(J' "'i.th t,,"nck loads of tH,.+ P'w floors. 
EqulI'.''lcnt \lith Hhich to accomplish this all. OOJl1QS from Marine Corps 
an ",.)tG. Tho projoct .la:; pro[.::I.'(JBscd fl!:tOOl:j-Ll~r f:"Olfl a, civil D:~ raJ,.l's 

st andpoin-c. 

VIII. COl ~1 \ T I~'!'i-'OItHA'l'I Oir 

n. £l;:..eJ!.rL.1!-:..~§lJA.1L:S.. DaHy ')l:':i u('ingf.: at ttl;' DANANG press center UGro 
hold hy tho (})'il~)at InC'[y'alinl'l 3T:Y','Flo . All pl'eGs representat~ves in the 
8.1'Ot"'- '.1;)re J.nvHeJ to :'lJVGCl1Cl. DLDt:i.ng'uished jOtt't'nalists visitinc; III HAF 
JU1'i'1g tho month \-furu:: D[l,yLol Z, Hl~:~aN, Edi tor, ~.9N-IlQ).. Qi ih.q An'\Qsl 
J.~(~.1'.9.G.rU Jack RAYiK"lJ, noted DOD reportel::',. ~ll. IQ£]~. !,t.,,n).Q.sJ Chesly l{A"'_~LY, 
g,:~.c..')Rq :r..:r.i~~\¥l.e.; S:'lnd;)l' VA~~OC~r.\ R:tdi.o··TIr CO',l"llcnktol' fOl' N'3C. In add·· 
iii on to brler:L)~;s) 4G a"cortod t.rips ,Jore conducted to }far1.no tactical areas. 

IX. STNrUS:V l\'o11DS A:W ~lAlr.:WAD..C) 

.::... ~'!JD,:~.. Tho 11In.l.:."'l. artoxies nf tranrl;ortation amonG th.: threo umra 
one] ave; ccmr:id of a ::linele higlN~~Jr and adjaccmt railroad. The condition 
of both makes them tl..'1t'clinhlefor r~oupply and troop movomont. South of 
DA~,JG,~lO;;t railroad by·lJ,.::oo arc r.till out aD arOfll,1lt of the ~Iovor.ther 1961 .. 
flood.:::. Highuuy bridges a.nd railroad tracks Ill'O frequently dar,ln-,:erl, b~T va 
forc.:;.s • 

b. R(WAi,!'J3.. ~hc x'ond fr'om DinA::C tel ,:1E prm "1H 'Has ke"t opon by the 
Viotnronnr.e most of the month l)y !'0[\d m1f1 ~-,~'ir'::- :c'opu.i.J·, 'V-~)~~:-: ::'~;, MI) 

l)'mto(':i} ~)ridt;o cOIlGtr'u(·'Lion. J~ lcn·~,r of ::t . "~lin CUl,,(:lty 1)(:0;;:.: :)f'~::crj.:i.:'lg 
(,'" -;;;1(; so:;r: CAlT DCL. h-i1J-:lijlal e)If,l'():'C'~' :'. tLr·(;j.'ry : ... ~,t ,',r nn 
j I.. 'C fl()c~tj i1:: b:ci.d:~c :11'0',1 3d E} ((:J;·.~;~Ol.:J. "110 l"Grl'J tS' 
l',AF'll'(j'; 1::. SUI.;:,l.o"F:n't Ll.cl S"" 'J.f 11,).:! :; rieL ;;:',,::'1' '1. i l:::1 lond 
c[ .. pabiJ.:i. ty., 
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This move was considered necessary to provide unobstructed fields of fire

approximately 400 meters wide around the airfield. The move has not
been resisted by the people; however, progress has been slow. It has
been necessary to prepare now sites where the peoplo may rebuild their
homes. In addition, many graves have to be moved. Each mov^ consists
of relocating the entire house along with truck loads of dirt for floors.

Equipment with which to accomplish this all comes from Marine Corps
assets. The project has progressed smoothly from a civil atrairs
standpoint.

VIII. COMBAT INFORMATION

a. Press Briefings. Daily briofings at the DANANG press center were
held by the Combat Information Bureau. All press representatives in the
area were invited to attend. Distinguished journalists visiting III MAF

during the month WGPU: Daniel z. HENKIN, Editor, Journal of the Armed
Forces; Jack RAYMOND, noted DOD reporter, New York Times; Chesly MANELY,
Chicago Tribune; Sandor VANOCUR, Radio-TV commentator for NBC. In add--

ition to briefings, 43 escorted trips were conducted to Marino tactical areas.

IX. STATUS OF ROADS AND RAYLROADS

a. General. The main artories of transportation among the three USNC
onclaves consist of a single highway and adjacent railroad. The condition
of both makes them urreliable for resupply and troop movement. South of

DANANG, most railroad bridges are still out as a result of the November 1964
floods. Highway bridges and railroad tracks are frequently damaged by VC
forces.

b. Repairs. The road from DANANO to PHU BAT was kent open by the
Viotnamese most of the month by road and helder repair, by-pasces, and
pontoon bridge construction. A ferry of city begin operating
an the SONG CAU DO. Principal compare Corry of an
346 floating buidge from 3d Entiteer n.casata. The ferry is
required to supplement the sor DO .4 which timel load
capability.
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PART THREE 

CHP.O~OJ.PGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

VC Forces ccnductod a mortar/irirantry attaok on DANANG 
Air lJase. 

_ LtGen Victor H. KRULAK, CG It'MfPac arrived for a three day 
tour. - Or Cd .BoA/tit) 'i~, K.MM-It.3 
3d Battalion, 7th M'lrines/1anded at QUI Nl-I':-m. L+- eo\ Ew ei'(") 

Captain Ch!U'les K. HOLLO'IAY, MO, USN, Preventivo ~fedical-
Unit, Pearl Harbor t arrivba to begin a study of potential 
malaria proJlems. This studyls continuing. 
ReCO;V80 letter from &adquarters, 2d Signa.: Group 
authorizing ,,:"u 1 ~_ duplex cOln-::lon user teletype circuit 
fro!u $SO, L;'r.1(, Co!!L'1n.micatio119 Centor, -SAlGO~]) to III MAF -
Communic tiO;l:J Centor DA~{P.~T3. . 
LtGen Victor H. KRULAK held a press conference in which he dis­
cus'!)d requirements for ARVN/USMO team work.-

(mu ~A: SATS taxiway and runway were completed. 

LtGen John L. TIm.OCIO·'lORTON, USA DEP OJMlT..,lIACV, visited 
III I.fAF Headquarters. 
OP ORDER .304-65 (Enclosure. (8»), directing entry to Vietnam 
of 8, 003 ndd~Hiona1 Marines for 2.3 Units \las published. , -
Received CQ!-1SEVENTHFLT fJ.304.34Z on security of mission 
planning for Southeast Asia. Message stated necQ,:tsi ty for 
security, and that all planning messages will be marked 
LnIDIS. 

- .::,Received MACV J-6 letter giving radio frequency authorization 
to III }.farine A.mphibious Forco for thrr:e radar frequencies. 
Racei ved Oa.-np Butler, Okinawa 3')0950Z June 1')6:; 0!1 requ:i.ro-· 
ments :tor commercia1. vehicles. Messllge requested feasi­
bility of I"o1'co wgistics Support Group instru.liltlJ radios-
in connnerical vehicles for use in Republic of Vietnam .• 

AN/TPS-21 ruu:u') 11f:ec: for ncqui si tion and adjustment o-f 
artUlery fire on target (AT.134747), proyed very success­
ful. ACC01'ding to villagers ?eCl-r _:!iOJ;'ge'Larea, .. .5Q....V..9 were 
Jdlled by the bftl'rago. .- -.- - . . __ .:_ .-:.-_: ; 
VC u:-rl.ts 2~) tl'iles south of OHU lJiI captu.red tva-101m :-. :_'';'' .. 
howl tzars l'~c'o:n .'ul.VN forces • 

VO attacked the ARVN BA GrA outpost south of COO LAI. 
VC troops a1:"o reported using AN/PRC-IO radio for 
imitation and deception. 
RLT-9 Headquarters and 2d :3atta.lion, 9th Marines landed at 
DANANG. , 
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PART THREE

CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

- VC Forces conducted a mortar/infantry attack on DANANG1 July
Air Base.
LtGen Victor H. KRULAK, CG FMFPac arrived for a three day-

HMM-163ILt lot Bodley)tour.
Ewers3d Battalion, 7th Marines landed at QUI NHON. colit-

Captain Charles K. HOLLOWAY, MC, USN, Preventivo Medical2 July -

Unit, Pearl Harbor, arrived to begin a study of potential
malaria problems. This study is continuing.
Received letter from Headquarters, 2d Signal Group-

Cull duplex common user teletype circuitauthorizing
from SSO, EASY, Communications Center, SAIGON, to III MAF
Communic tions Center DAMANG.
LtGen Victor H. KRULAK held a press conference in which he dis--
cussad requirements for ARVN/USMC team work.

CHU LA. SATS taxiway and runway were completed.3 July -

LtGen John L. THROGIMORTON, USA DEP COMUSMACV, visited4 July -
III MAF Headquarters.
OP ORDER 304-65 (Enclosure (8)), directing entry to Vietnam-
of 8,003 additional Marines for 23 units was published.
Received COMSEVENTHFLT 0304342 on security of mission-
planning for Southeast Asia. Message stated necessity for

security, and that all planning messages will be marked
LIMDIS.
Received MACV J-6 letter giving radio frequency authorization-
to III Marine Amphibious Force for three radar frequencies.
Received Camp Butler, Okinawa 300950Z June 1965 on require-
ments for commercial vehicles. Message requested feasi-

1
bility of Force Logistics Support Group installing radios
in commerical vehicles for use in Republic of Vietnan.

AN/TPS-21 radar, used for acquisition and adjustment of5 July -

artillery fire on target (AT 384747), proved very success-
ful. According to villagers near target area, 50 VC were
killed by the barrage.

- VC units 27 miles south of CHU LAI captured two 105mm
howitzers from ARVN forces.

- VC attacked the ARVN BA GIA outpost south of CHU LAI.6 July
VC troops also reported using AN/PRC-10 radio for
imitation and deception.
RLT-9 Headquarters and 2d Battalion, 9th Marines landed at-
DANANG.
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7 July 

S July 

9 July 

10 July 

11 .Tuly 

12 July 
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• 
ttGen Theodore J. CONWAY, USA, DEP ols for Foroe Development, 
Department .of the Ar:rny, vis Ued III ~F. . . 
2d--Be;Ma:HOft rJ7'bh-Marinee ··reli:6v&d·. :id.EIat~on,·"'9th"·Mari-n6e, 
at QUI .NHO~~II'· , . 
Racei ved Memorilndum f1." ')'1 Naval Component OOrrullfinder 1 O/JES/,.,e~ 
dtd 7 JUly 1965 listing lhvaJ. u.'11ts 'for Communication 
guard. . ..' . 
Iogistic support for BLT 2/7 at QUI NHONis to be provided 
hy III MAli' for- the\.f.irst tl,rtrty days, then U.S., .Army. Supply 
.Corps, Vietnam. . Ilt MAF will continue to .provide 'MI.ir"ne 
Corps peculiar items. . 

LtGen Paul S. EMRICK, USAF, 0/5 CINCpAO, ·Rft'l", r~()rge W. 'P:n~SSEY, 
USN, and eqen Joseph A. MCCHRISTIAN, HR4:. visited III t;{Ali' . 

..... : eG III Mill<' messn:c ()611/~2Z informed CINCPACFLT of th.departura 
of the Navy Communication Security Team of 1st Radio Battalion. 
PMF. 
2d Battalion, 7th Marines relieved 3d Battalion, 7th Mar'ines 
at QUI NHON. 

Mr Sander VANOCUR,N'ews commentator, and l1rs tI}IAIEN, WALL 
~~,~2Qlffi~ reporter, visited III MAF.: . 
Handcarved dummy weapons wore found by a patrol west of 
I.E HY in the DANANG TAOR. . 
1st Battailon j J.th ltll'inefl (l//~) recaptnred the 'TN Navy 
JUI),k nnse in OHU LAI TAOR after it was overrun by: VO. . The' 
fleet was relooated near the 1st 13attelion, 4th l{<\r'ines Mm. -
DfJI.lrti1s ere report(>.] in l"e:Jferenee (b L .~ ::. . .. .. 

,~: ;~ '!"'~ ....... .., '.. ' .....;..,'., 'l' ~7;'\.: '.," ; 

MajGen Richard G. STILV,IET"L, US~\, O/S COHUSHACV, visited 
III W.F. 
VMl?A··5/,2 at':"! IJoL1 tl'C DAl 1ANG Air :1nne and cOml'!lrJ}lced .opornticms. 
The Provisional Na.val Component Command Support Act1. vi ty 
was activated. . 

A dist:c:tct chief l"(poI"tec1 VC l05mm Gum; -lti coordinates 
(BS 445691) approximately 12 miles southwest of CHU LAI 
TAdR. These are believed to be the guns oaptured fromARVN 
on5 July. . . 
CO III MAli' sent request to nOMTT.c:tMh'W requesting 75 HI" 
f~oquencies in nddition t thOB$ previously authori~od • 

.f . ecelTed O:lMSEVENl'Hli'LT m$ssngo 12J156Z roquesting that 00 
III MAF assume oommunior.~tions eu"rd for VAdm .Paul P. BLA.OKmn~N 
during 14-15 July visit. 
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LtGen Theodore J. CONWAY, USA, DEP c/s for Force Development,7 July -

Department of the Army, visited III MAF.
2d Battalion, 7th Marines relieved 3d Battalion, 7th Marines
at QUI NHON..
Received Memorandum from Naval Component Commander 10/JES/wee-
dtd 7 July 1965 listing Naval units for Communication
guard.

- Logistic support for BLT 2/7 at QUI NHON is to be provided
by III MAF for the first thirty days, then U.S. Army Supply
Corps, Vietnam. III MAF will continue to provide Marine
Corps peculiar items.

LtGen Paul S. EMRICK, USAF, C/S CINCPAC, RA-m George W. PRESSEY,8 July -

USN, and BGen Joseph A. MCCHRISTIAN, USA. visited III MAF.
CG III MAF message 061142Z informed CINCPACFLT of the departure
of the Navy Communication Security Team of 1st Radio Battalion
FMF.
2d Battalion, 7th Marines relieved 3d Battalion, 7th Marines-
at QUI NHON.

Mr Sander VANOCUR, News commentator, and Mrs WHALEN, WALL9 July -
STREET JOURNAL reporter, visited III MAF.
Handcarved dummy weapons were found by a patrol west of-
LE MY in the DANANG TAOR.
1st Battalion, 4th Marines (1/4) recaptured the VN Navy-
Junk Base in CHU LAI TAOR after it was overrun by VC. The
fleet was relocated near the 1st Battalion, 4th Marines MLR.
Details are reported in reference (b)

MajGen Richard G. STILLWELL, USA, c/s COMUSMACV, visited10 July -
III MAF.
VMFA--542 arrived at DANANG Air Base and commenced operations.-
The Provisional Naval Component Command Support Activity-
was activated.

A district chief reported VC 105mm guns at coordinates11 July -
(BS 445691) approximately 12 miles southwest of CHU LAI
TAOR. These are believed to be the guns captured from ARVN
on 5 July.
CG III MAF sent request to COMISSANCY requesting 75 HF
frequencies in addition t those previously authorized.

received COMSEVENTHFLT message 1201562 requesting that CG12 July
III MAF assume communications guard for VAdm Paul P. BLACKBURN

during 14-15 July visit.
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;~~f~J[-roJJ VAdm ~ P. BLACKBURJ. USII. COIISBVB!t. rlottGd III 1IlP. 
- Three l8rines killed and eight wounded when one round ot 

4.2 inch mOrtar fire landed shQrt. Details are reported 
in referenoe (b).. . 
CG III MAr informed COMUSMAC\' that a portion of the site 
seleoted for oonstruotion of an integrated ammunition 
storage facility had been preempted for tactioal reasons 
and that a new location was be1D6 sought. 
MAG-ll assumed OPCON of VMl'A 542: and VMPA ,15. 

15 Ju~ III MAl ltr llOB/RGB/lg dated 15 July to Prorlsional laval 
Component Command Support .Activity sranted teapora17 
frequenoy authorization. 

17 Ju.J..y 

-

18 July 

19 July 

CG III MlF message l50722Z dispatohed to OollD8l1ding 
General, P'MPPac, oonoerning Radio Set U/PRC-25. This 
.. sase outlined the urgency of obtaining theBe radioB 
tor use Republio of Vietnam immediately. 

I 

ft.e largest dl11ight attack on a USJC toroe :in South 
Vietnam was launohed b7 VC foroes in the loutbsm portion 
of the DAnNG T.lOR. Details are reported in reference (b). 
Concern tor Clasa I support tor III MAP vas expressed to 
Commanding Offioer, Bladquanera SU'P'Port Activitv_ SAIGON. 
CG III MAl' info1"lD9d eG lMI'Pao of desired ato. 
levels tor III MAP. This was further a.mplified by CG 
III MA.J' mess868 2ll504Z July to CG JMiTac, whioh'spelled 
out Mel requirements tor III MAl and the l'atJ,C"w. CIl 
whioh the requiremen~. were based. 

The following VIP's visited III MAP. 

Hoo Robert S. JtmlUMARA 
Hon Maxwell D. TAYLOR 
Hon U. AlEXIS JOIDSON 
Hon Henry Cabot WOOl 
.Gen Barle G. WBSElIR, us. 
Hon Leonard WGBR 
Bon John C. MCNAUGHTON 
Hon Arthur SYLVESTER 
Gen W'illiam C. 'WflUI)RELAND, USl 

,LtOen Andrew J. GOODPASTER, USA 
LtGen John L. THROOOORl'ON, USA 
:Mr ·Barry ZORTHUN 
Mr. Ohester COOlER 
Mr William COLBY 

Seoretar,y of Defense 
Ambassador to VI' 
Dep AmbasBador to VI 
Ambassador (Designate) VN 
Chairman, JCS 
State Dept 
Met SeoDet for InterNatSeo 
Asst SeeDer Publio Atfairs 
COMUSMACV 
... t to Chairman, JCS 
Dep COMUSMACV 
USIS SaiSOD. 
¥hi te House Jetion Off on VI 
~~'t. Dept 

CG III MAP mess889 190304Z to CG FMFPac oonoerning 45 KW 
400 oycle generators stated that a oritioal requirement 
still exists for four generators PU-296 for the 1st LAAM 
Battalion and that this Headquarters does not wish to divert 
pnerators alated to aupport air oonditioning for III Marine 
Amphibious lorce Communioation Canter. ' 
Provisional Base De!e~e Battalion vas tormed. , 

DECLASSIFIED 

, 

DECLASSIFIED

UNC ED
VAdm Paul P. BLACKBURN, USN, COMSEVENTHFIT, visited III MAF.14 July
Three Marines killed and eight wounded when one round of
4.2 inch mortar fire landed short. Details are reported
in reference (b)
CG III MAF informed COMUSMACV that a portion of the site
selected for construction of an integrated ammunition
storage facility had been preempted for tactical reasons
and that a new location was being sought.
MAG-11 assumed OPCON of VMFA 542 and VMFA 513.
III MAF ltr 110B/RGH/1g dated 15 July to Provisional Naval15 July -
Component Command Support Activity granted temporary
frequency authorization.
CG III MAF message 150722Z dispatched to Commanding
General, FMFPac, concerning Radio Set AN/PRC-25. This
message outlined the urgency of obtaining these radios
for use Republic of Vietnam immediately.

The largest daylight attack on a USMC force in South17 July -
Vietnam was launched by VC forces in the southern portion
of the DANANG TAOR. Details are reported in reference (b).
Concern for Class I support for III MAF was expressed to-

Commanding Officer, Headquarters Support Activity. SAIGON.
CG III MAF informed CG FMFPac of desired stock
levels for III MAF. This was further amplified by CG
III MAF message 2115042 July to CG FMFPac, which spelled
out MCI requirements for III MAF and the rationale on
which the requirements were based.

The following VIP's visited III MAF.18 July -

Secretary of DefenseHon Robert S. MCNAMARA
Ambassador to VNHon Maxwell D. TAYLOR
Dep Ambassador to VNHon U. ALEXIS JOHNSON
Ambassador (Designate) VNHon Henry Cabot LODGE
Chairman, JCSGen Barle G. WHEELER, USA
State DeptHon Leonard UNGER
Asst SecDef for InterNatSecHon John C. MCNAUGHTON
Asst SecDef Public AffairsHon Arthur SYLVESTER
COMUSMACVGen William C. WESTMORELAND, USA
Asst to Chairman, JCSLtCen Andrew J. GOODPASTER, USA
Dep COMUSMACVLtGen John L. THROCKMORTON, USA
USIS SaigonMrBarry ZORTHIAN
White House Action Off on VNMr Chester COOPER
State DeptMr William COLBY

CG III MAF message 190304Z to CG FMFPao concerning 45 KW19 July -

400 cycle generators stated that a critical requirement
still exists for four generators PU-296 for the 1st LAAM
Battalion and that this Headquarters does not wish to divert

generators slated to support air conditioning for III Marine
Amphibious Force Communication Center.
Provisional Base Defense Battalion was formed.

3

UNCLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



~I 

21 July 

22 July 

24 July 

25 Juq 

26 July 

27 July 

-

DECLASSIFIED • • .--
Baal estate acquisition was being held up br the lack 
of funda to re1mburae real propert, olaimants. !hie 
hampered progress on a nober of conatruotion pro~eota. 
Oerleral WALT brousht thiB to t~ att.ntion 'ot General 
WESTK>RELAID b7 CG III lUI' •• ,age· 2or:n4OZ. 
jdJa'1.ls- S. G. SHARP, US .. , \I.1.IUl'AU, v"..aited III MAJ. 

MajGen Sidney S. WAlB, USMC, ca I MlC (Jwd) arrived tor 
, days tour of III MAP. 
Written confirmation was reoeived for expansion of the 
DAUANO TAOR. 
written oonfirmation was reoeived for eatab1iahment of a 
reoonnaissanoe zone at the CHO' tAl TAOR. 
CINCPACFLT advised that the Chief of laval Operations had 
approved the 8.tabliablllant of a laval Sl1pport Aotivit,-
at WANG. 

The following VIP's visited III MlF. 

roen WilliAm 'R. .POT, USI«: 
Bon Ml Edvard J. SHERIDAN 
~"V"''' Robert H. ommN, tBAP' 
RAdm .l1exands,. HU~D, USN 
Mr Iev1a E. TlIUEl 

J-, ncv 
Dep .sst Seo of Def 
JCS Working Committee 
JOS Working Committee 
Spec .laat Sec AI Lair a. Instal 

The following VIP's visited III HlP. 

Ron .reeo A. RB&D 
Adm IcIwi». J. ROLAND, moo 
MOen ~'r8llk .a.. OSMANSKI. USl 

Bst Seo of the Treasurer 
Commandant, USCG 
Chairman, JCS Workirlg eo. . 

.a. critioal shortage of paok~d POL products developed. 
Commerioal souroes could not fill requireJll8nts. "rgen~ 
requisitions were submitted to COMUSMACV. Small amounts 
were reoeived from MAOV, Subia Bq t and Okinawa. 

Debriefing on patrols indioat.d a requirement to provide 
both infantr,r and reoonnaissance units with jungle 
hammooka. One thousand were ordered to be used on a 90 
dq teat and evaluation buis to detera:lne lRlitability 
and T/B requirements. . 

BQeT' liobaH S. IJRI, lBD, .. 0,4, IflOV, ftil!'1Cl III IU. 

The following VIP's visited III MAr 

MOe. M!l:ton B. ~, tBA. 
MGen John N. BUBANJ(S, lBA 
VAdm Paul .... BLACKBUBB, USB 
LtGel'l lns_ H. MOalE, mAl' 
Blcm George B. SDiIER, tBA.r 
ttOel • .&liagar v. .&A..&AlI&lf, USA 
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J-5, MACV 
J-5 (Deai8nee) MACV 
CCttSlVEHTHFLT 
ca, 2d .air Diy 
cis Plana t 2d Air DiT 
Dep CG , c/S USARPAC 

1 
n n (}Jl rru n P" ((\)1(') n rr:; n re 1m 
tlJJ\~\\\fl\I.,"" \)),~~)"lr \ll~,llll 
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I 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED Real estate acquisition was being held up by the lack20 July
of funds to reimburse real property claimants. This

hampered progress on a number of construction projects.
General WALT brought this to the attention of General
WESTMORELAND by CG III MAY message 200740Z.
Adm Tysme S. G. SHARP, USN, CINCPAC, visited III MAF.-

MajGen Sidney S. WAIE, USMC, CG I MAC (Fwd) arrived for-
3 days tour of III MAF.
Written confirmation was received for expansion of the21 July -
DANANG TAOR.
Written confirmation was received for establishment of a-
reconnaissance zone at the CHU LAI TAOR.
CINCPACFLT advised that the Chief of Naval Operations had-
approved the establishment of a Naval Support Activity
at DANANG.

The following VIP's visited III MAF.22 July -

J-3 MACVBGen William R. DEPUY, USMC
Dep Asst Seo of DefHon Mr Edward J. SHERIDAN
JCS Working CommitteeRobert H. CURTAIN, USAF
JCS Working CommitteeRAdm Alexander HUSHAND, USN
Spec Asst Sec AF Log & InstalMr Lewis E. TURNER

The following VIP's visited III MAF.24 July -

Asst Sec of the TreasurerHon James A. REED
Commandant, USCGAdm Edwin J. ROLAND, US.CC

Chairman, JCS Working ConnMGen rank A. OSMANSKI, USA

A critical shortage of packaged POL products developed.
Commercial sources could not fill requirements. Emergency
requisitions were submitted to COMUSMACV. Small amounts
were received from MACV, Subio Bay, and Okinawa.

Debriefing on patrols indicated a requirement to provide25 July -
both infantry and reconnaissance units with jungle
hammocks. One thousand were ordered to be used on a 90

day test and evaluation basis to determine suitability
and T/E requirements.

BGer Richard S. ABBEY, USAF, DEP C/S, , visited III MAF.26 July -

The following VIP's visited III MAF27 July -

J-5, MACVMGe. Milton B. ADAMS, USA
J-5 (Designee) MACVMGen John N. EUBANKS, USA
COMSEVENTHFLTVAdm Paul P. BLACKBURN, USN

LtGen Joseph H. MOORE, USAF CG, 2d Air Div

C/S Plans, 2d Air DivBGen George B. SIMLER, USAF
Dep CG & c/s USARPACLtGe sagar v. WISMAN, USA

4
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29 Jul1' 

}l July 

DECLASSIFIED 

00"11 ... C. _IIl1IIUIID, USA, cae, Tioited 
III MU. 
LlEN JCET FOUR. Operation vas launohed. 

OG III MAr requested polioy guidano. trom CQ lMPPao on 
the integrated ammunition 11It •• propel.d b,r COMUSMlCT. 
CG MJlao replied to the eU,ot that tt. current Marine 
Oorps Ola.s , .78t .. would lie 1'ollow,d, Gel the 88suranoe 
01' s1gnifiout improvement over OlU'rent sy.tem 18 a , 
requi.1t, tor CHl oonourrenoe with the proposed sTItt •• 

QUI DOl' TAOR was bonued in sise to ellOom:pas. the 
area shown in enolo8ure (2). 

CG III MAr requested OG FMlPao guidanoe relatiTe to 
drawing 01a8., , from ARVJ dUllp8. COMUSMACV :l.n4ioated it 
mq be ne0888817" to provide reimburse.eilt in kind to 11lTI. 
III MU vUl not draw trOll AR'. clumps exoept in an 
ellltrgenoy. 

5 s 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

INCLASSIFIED Gen William C. WESTMORELAND, USA, COMUSMACV visitedJuly28 -
III MAF.
LIEN KET FOUR Operation was launched.-

CG III MAF requested polioy guidance from CG FMFPac on29 July -
the integrated ammunition system proposed by COMUSMACV.
CG FMFPao replied to the effect that the current Marine

Corps Class V system would be followed, and the assurance
of significant improvement over current system is a

requisite for CMC concurrence with the proposed system.

QUI NHON TAOR was increased in size to encompass the30 July -
area shown in enclosure (2).

CG III MAF requested CG FMFPao guidance relative to31 July -

drawing Class V from ARVN dumps. COMUSMACV indicated it

may be necessary to provide reimbursement in kind to ARVN.

III MAF will not draw from ARVN dumps except in an

emergency.

UNCLASSIFIED
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• REFERENCES • .. 

6659 IIp III, IVp 6156 Ip IV p 6157 IIp IIIp 6559 Ip II~ IIIp IVp 6560 II, III, 

IV r""'; I P': i 
b. Oommand Ohronology of 3d Marine Division for July 1965" 

c. Command Chronology of 1st Marine Aircraft Wing for July and August 1965.~ 

ENCLOSURES 

LV' United States Military Assistance Command p Vietnamp lBtter of Ins tructionp 

covering operations of the III Marine Expeditionary Forces in the Republio 

of V~\etnam~ dated 5 Mav 1965 (S) 0 

~. v lJr dted States Military Assistance Command 9 Vietna.mp Letter of Instruction, 

governi.ng operati.on of elements of the III Marine Amphibious Foroe in tl')e 

IotUI NHON area dated 6 July 1965 (S). 

3. v Letter from Commanding Generalp I Corps Tactioal Zonep authorizing enlarge-

ment of the DAN1\NG TAOR (with oveI"lay) dated 20 July 1965 (8) 0 

4 •. Letter from Commanding Generalp I Corps Tactical Zone 9 authorizing 

establishment of a Reoonnaissance Zor~ in tr~ CHU LA! Tactical Area of 
I 

Responsibility (with overlay) dated 18 July 1965 (s). 

5 •. III Marine krnphibioua Force Task Organi.zation effeotive 15 July 1965 (s). 
>j, 

6. 'CG p III MAF mesaage 080556Z Ju1659 aUpj8 Aotivation·of the Naval Oomponent 
~\1 ' 

COIlllll8.l'!d Support Activity (C)o 

1e CINCPACFLT roossa.ge 310711Z Ju165 9 Establishment of Naval Support Activity 

DANANG (U)o 

80 • Operation Order 304~,65 dated 4 July 1965 (S) 8 

9. III ~1AF Nsge, 242326 Jul 65, III MAl" Plans l:.ummary to Accompany ~;rTREl:' 4t84. (S) 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
REFERENCES

Maps Vietnam AMS L 701 Series Scale 1:50,000 sheets 6658 I, II, III, IV,

6659 II, III, IV, 6756 I, IV 6757 II, III, 6559 I, II, III, IV, 6560 II, III,

IV

*b. Command Chronology of 3d Marine Division for July 1965

C. Command Chronology of 1st Marine Aircraft Wing for July and August 1965

ENCLOSURES

1. United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, Letter of Instruction,

covering operations of the III Marine Expeditionary Forces in the Republic

of Vietnam, dated 5 May 1965 (s).

2, United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, Letter of Instruction,

governing operation of elements of the III Marine Amphibious Force in the

QUI NHON area dated 6 July 1965 (s).

3. Letter from Commanding General, I Corps Tactical Zone, authorizing enlarge-

ment of the DANANG TAOR (with overlay) dated 20 July 1965 (s).

4. & Letter from Commanding General, I Corps Tactical Zone, authorizing

establishment of a Reconnaissance Zone in the CHU LAI Tactical Area of

Responsibility (with overlay) dated 18 July 1965 (s).

5.
. III Marine Amphibious Force Task Organization effective 15 July 1965 (s).

6. +

CG, III MAF message 080556Z Jul65 aubj8 Activation of the Naval Component

Command Support Activity (c).

7. CINCPACFLT message 3107172 Jul65, Establishment of Naval Support Activity

DANANG (U).

8.
.

Operation Order 304-65 dated 4 July 1965 (s).

9. III MAF Mage, 242326 Jul 65, III MAF Plans Summary to Accompany SITREP #84. (S)
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. llDd)QUAHTERS • . . .' ....• ,,-_., . 

UITITED ST":T'sS llILITA'.n. Y.ASSIS'tUJC]; GONJ;,trD1 Vn:1'l!lU!~",.> /' r'i' .. ~. '" ... ~~.~j,i· 
:.1"0 S,9.1J ."l'nnc1.sco 9r;~~h) AUnt ~f.r..t'J;.~..:;.J.t. ........ <~f.!1:, .. ·t!..t~.~ ... ~ 

':i.CJ31 5 MAY 1965 

.:;l.,iJ,T;X:'l': hatter of Instruction (JovarnlnL' OperL'I,tlon!J or Uw III }il!'IX-:tl'lt') 
l:::q~ec1HJon.e.l'Y FClI'OO ~\.!·l the, H<l)()ulJ:tie (If Vhd,!,:Jl.)ll 

Commanding (kmel"a.l 
III lbl'ino Ex~led.tt.1.0Wlry £"01'<:0 

•• cf'Cl'UlWO: (ll) Hn!) SEll':1 o~,' 1.701 &~.!\1(;J ) :~;Olll.o():l I."Ji (h,"t::, (,6~;~ IlJ )' J1Jl :rv JI 

"7~'; j' ! r I.-,e," '/"" ~"l" J r!',~n 'r \',' "r"~' ""! 'ere' '''-() .C!, .J ')., ""1-'1. ,IJ 0;>.,.1 '~ 1.,1" ,.,.1.~ .. j :)YJ.· .U., 
!.II, I'll. 

(n) OO~!UStJ.t:i.':':V Jotl' ~J~'It' 00)'69 of 10 llll!' 6!> (1:1) 

(0) oo~nJSUAIjV w:r of: ? flp~:' 6.~: (s) 

(i~) OOMUBHAOV INm n(l~j;~r: f~pl' (;::~ (.:) j'~'i~IU:i.~,~ tl,l,'1l oX IAn 
0'£ 7 Al)X' (,~~ . . 

(F) CONUSHAGV 1'1\8(1; :~'/or.l:~::': hZ't, (;5 <~l) r~:~lj,~~j (1.1' l':1~(:3q~';)::'~"1(1'~:' 
Hn cl Opera t:J.1'lg l'!"(1 (' mlu' 'Ii S; :;(" j: l~"l '''1 U(;, .) ~l -liM 1''':1 :I:'I:)'\"'{, :t'l 
South Vi€)'t,na1':l 

(lA,NGEr~r.A '1'rO)') : 'lh~.(.l dil'l;'ot:1. YO 8uIlCl;.'.;'lcH.1m1 x·,~ro"(,t:n(>~~:;· 11:l, C J) t" h :'l/j,;I. F 
o.lid if) ai'foot.:l.vo upon l'(~CO!X)'t~ 

:.1. ~.i\i. US Al"IMld ii'cri'oll'Hl $.nd. ;~&!~Pt~'~J)"';. 0:: of V~I.ObHUI\. Al'NC:l 
P'ol'oev (RVN."..l" _ro~lIo 'rl~YtJ. oc,nt);'ol on,;..,' t~~I~ L~(nlth lihJrvl. ~k..:'... V", 
Ur 8upElrlodtJ S.n Sou:th Vi.et,rtatil (SVtlh 4J,,~\(1 tl,\El thl!l~),'~~ti':L:l(': hHJ~),):i.:;.t 
0.( Vietnam (n!tV)bet'tmDll 17(' a ... nd 2(/-' ~(llJl,Utml(I., us .::'()Ht·;:,' ~.n(! ;::"!~ .. :~\i 
tn'\{l oorldu-)ting ail" att.R.o1:~ IlfS,dl'ISt ll~l..aoted tal'i;t:rt.n ~~.n )/HIj; HHJU1' .t.:! 
fmi.:t8Gtl itl catm. wrl.n9tU·i."'rlt~1 0&>01"" t:tOfJ8 Uf>&1U(,lt. V:tc:.t CClli/:; (VI~r) HH1 

.);l'oopl."An!'O' ot .Vi.tn8lll (P~\'U) uni.ti$ in SV!~ .. 

'::.;,I·I'Y,NfH~~DEI) AT 1:~ YEAR IN'fROY.U}J 
. ;\.( /,UIOAIA'fl<';ALLY Uh:<:~';;JdED 

PQD l)m raoo..U) . 
,~' •. '~~..t. ••. ~J~ ~{':"·_;._~r' J..~ ~ ."- :""~ ... .:""' ...... "....:.~,..; ••• "~:,r..i.!ll,...._,_",j.r. ... "~" .. '1 

DECLASSIFIED 
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UNCLA

ORIGINAL
HEADQUARTERS

AUTH PARA, 6 Base Description
UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE CONSAND, VIETNAL

APO San Francisco 96243

5 MAY 1965M.CJ31

SUBJECT: Lotter of Instruction Governing Operations of the III Marine
Expeditionary Force In the Republic of Victean

7702

STUMEBTO: Commanding General
S&C # 90765III Marine Expeditionary Force

Reference: (A) Map Serios L701 Scale 1:50,000 shoots 6659 II, III, IV,
6756 I, IV 6757 II, III) 6559 I, II, III, IV; 656c IT,
III, IV.

(B) COMUSMACV ltr. ser 00169 of 10 Mar 65 (s)

(c) COMUSMACV LOT of 7 Apr 65 (s)

(D) COMUSNACV mag 100/303 Apr 65 (s) Extracts of LOT of
7 Apr 65

(E) COMUSHACV INC 270435% Apr 65 (a) of LOT
of 7 Apr 65

(F) COMUSMACV mag 2708132 Apr 65 (3) Rales of Engagement
and Operating Procedures for Marrine Jot Aircraft in

X

South Vietnam

CANCELLATION: This directivo supereodos references By C, I, E and IF

and is offective upon receipt.

1. Situation:

US Armed Forces and Republic of Vietnam Arme:1General.a
Forces (RVNAF) exercise nsval control over the South China See have
air superiority in South Vietnam (svd), and the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam (DRV) between 17° and 20° IN latitudo, US Corose and
are conducting air attacks against solested targets in DRV. RONAR is

engaged in counterinsurgency operations against Vilot Gong (vo) and
Peoples Anny of Vietnam (PAVN) units in SVN.

Enemy Forces. See Annex BY MOT J2 Intelligence Estimateb.
No. 1 of 1 Hay 1965.

and

MACV 15-000 5840

UNCLASSIFIEDI
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DECLASSIFIED 

• 
! .. ;ttt'J:' (It Inst.r1l.cUon Ck,\rcrn1nG 0l)(~:rd.:iOl!:' of' \2,,-.: J'1')' E 1'11.: 
;~':pf!(a ttonnl",}' ,r.'())·'Cf;) :tn t.'le l1epubl1.e of V:i f .. d:.n:xril 

('1 '0 :: 

(::) ::::1.1 ~,lr l1.l.v:T .. s:I.on proviue~.; ail' ':\;['C:1:,<;,;) of ;)Vl.., J'Ill:bi,,~:I)l:: :'.5.1' superiodty, condncd',s operations /clg:dn:lt DJC~/VI,:·.'lll :':{11>1'01 t.:;; ,,",1)\1.1 :.:.;t~(':. In SV;: ;).:3 noc(lsuc.ry. 

(3) I GO'l:"pS ]VH!.!!' conu'lluofl opOl'at.:tn1l3 C\i.'.<.:il):}!;. VU tmd, If Il(jOI;),<.H3~u'Y I P\ VIi Forces :I.n Corp(l Te,cti.crd. Zone. , 

(I.!) V1!,',} e011r.itV::t.s t;.lD nd.fldons rOl' 1 COl:'l'h" ·i.VlII'.F' u!,d C('lI·· -:UCki opsl'u-t.11)1lS :J.ga:i.lwt. v.cllve ,tS nt3C(lnl.'llu·y. 

(r.) V.1 .. otl)8.)rloss Navy (VI:!;) flUppOl'tB Vl(1tnr'rl!~lf:(: }~"I~V (MCm) operat1oas ~1nd I1lai11 t::d.W'l CO\lntOl"-:!llr1.ltl',).t.1.on tlc)ri~(:ln Illol':lr: ;.;'1i1 (;("l:.:t tr'ol]! Dl!::, south. 

2. ltl.:JsiOl1: In General render oombat t'HI.Pl)ol'ilLn l1.Vr: .. L'. :r I (:oorJ::1na tIm1 Wltll COJ I ':-:(nv~, pal"ticil'tl to ',n OJ:' fll'(.yl,'(u for 1,110 c!ld'(,n:::';i 01' Huo-Phu :)td., Da Nnn!:, and Ohu ,Ld fdJ:'t1.0J.d~; #,lJld'U11(~Ul~u'y r,'.'ollH+uu. H'l~.J1Ul~.ll t.110 oarmMH ty to oonduct, ((:'Ill ol'dul;;) lionp 1':1 t,n,U111,., on,) 0.;'·· 
fona:\,Vll OpOl'tl tlo%ll'l and l'EII!!Ell'va/r'(~Ho1~:rn (lpuriU (111$ 1. Ii o(l(11'd:l.lI!I.t.1 'Jll ILl 1,11 CO, I Cor.Hh :Cts pro" 1'.I.l'L!,l tiO ox~c~ut(ll U.8. COllt.:tnf,OrJGY j,lf\tl:, '.' (1\ .1'" ie,' , by COl iUSH\CV. 

(1) nlaal1..l.!_~~l';l.:~.[,".of 1~!~.!!:.~~. 
(u) lk'1'llil.llly all AUVli urd,:{,t, \dl1 1)0 \;,,:U,l l,J.t'rHlJl ./'1'1' that 9,I'CiJH llhilJh is do:d.1.7Hd,ed iHlll tt(:.u:ttrJ(.H~ a.1) II n:.; UOt~uJ'H.~' HnJl~ tl\ l'aotical 11.l'Elu of HE.,spon£d.h:t1i ty ('r,\(\ll). Goon:l:hw.>lloli rl.l.t.:, ~ ,ol:1.(u,~ tkl[;ional Forcea (ltr), POpUli.H' l"()rco~ (1' ... -) :I.n tho :J.l'ull 11111. h(J "ff(.I,::!..d throu£jl :tn oftioal' de8iLrntlt.~~d by CO, I Gc:,l'!w. 

(b) Tho h:H30 111'0:.1 vU.l C()lld.d. of.' t,},l'~)U ;:NI('1\. \;!ll(li:(~ '" .... / traces .... tin bo aare~j~l 'betl1()on 011, In 1':"E~' Iln,l 'T1, :r CMt.",. 

l. i. clone in porj,TI1()toJ;' cll'lllwd UW'li)' no', (:"! ," othel' &;::hlilnr hHlwlJ.at:tonB to p1'8Vont sn.bot.!lgo Or' d.'l.l'·(lct. <d.tfl':;'. 
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SUBJECT: Letter of Instruction Governing Operations of the III Marine
Expeditionary Force in the Republic of Vietnam

C. Friendly Force.

(1) US Seventh Fleet conducts navil and air operations insupport of overall campaign against DRV and TO in BVI.

(2) 2d Air Division provides air defense of SVI, maintainsair superiority, conducts operations against DRV/VC and suppor is soundaction in SVN us necessary.

(3) I Corps RVNAF continues operations against VC and, ifnecessary, PIVN forces in Corps Tactical Zone.

(4) VHR conducts CAS missions for I Corps, and con--ducts operations against DRV/VC as necessary.

(5) Vietnamese Navy (VNN) supports Vietnerese Army (ARVN)operations and maintains counter-infiltration screen along SVII coastfrom DH3, south.

2. Mission: In general render combat support to RVIN.F. Incoordination with CG, I Corps, participate in or provide for the defenseof Huo-Phu Bai, Da Nang, and Chu Lat airfields and anoillary facilities.Maintain the capability to conduct, (on order deep patrolling and offonsive operations and reserve/renotion operations in coordination willCG, I Corps. 3e prepared to execute U.S. contingency plans 03 directedby CONUSMACV.

3. Oporations.

A. Concept.

(1) Phase I: Security of Base Area.

(a) Normally all ARVN units will be withdrawn fromthat area which is designated and assigned as a US security area orTactical Area of Responsibility (TAOR). Coordination with police,soldonal Forces (RF), Popular Forces (PF) in the area will be offectedthrough an officer designated by CG, I Corps.

(b) The base area will consist of three zones, whosetraces will bo agreed between CG, III MES and 03, I Corps.

1. A close in perimeter around the airfields orother similar installations to prevent sabotage or direct attack.

2. An intermediate extended zone (Tion) proforablyout to mortar range.
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1,/·, ~"'.,,"J' ()_,.. TL~, L.l'L:.G L~"r)n ',',:'-·'VI ... ;J'21in~·~ C,.'Cl'~l t ~ '·I: .. ~'· (1 ~ ·r", :~:., J Il'" . ".i n· 

.1~y)d.1 t;i!)Jl.~:": ./o:reo .i.lJ -:'h"~~1·,'~1:,Jj.c ()f/-l ::;[,1:1 

~~... ~ ... ll liutr;~l' ~/,onu ((x/.'btU.:(\ .. 1 ~ .~' '~r,) ii,'" 1'",:"l',::ld,.Y 
(.cct(';!n,1,Ll"; .,:'("t t.o liVlt .~)'UllorJr l'L".Ue;(· "Id CUVI!)'ll,;; r;nri '!~h·l.:i " 
,'>:.' _ ... ~hJ ~j CJ:_./ ,'(J 1 J.V',)JI1L:. ~ '.).~ C"l.'f.;t.,acj.. ... .. r:;~:r·~::;fH3):'.'(j IXltto~ 1j 1\. "u'-;t t :l:" 
ll'~ ,!(~ 11J t:,1 ~ti ~(111·..!. 

(~,) ~"oJln r.lne lif:trlb).:iehmont (,t!,h, .. ),:.::1',: ::', "1Jf';!..Ly "(:' ,'J 

.' L ::l,,~-tlq '~. j" )J1t •• tlJL~ ;)lld ~llU V:d" 2Jd -jn n:'LlltlU !~I.('J'.11,,:, U('(!! (;.1 I), '~r:J 

T :-;f)l:";.)) [l.n(! lom.J. nVEL" I,:o!rlmnnclor~~" 'l;htl In l{::," L' i 11. :i t: il.:i· 1.\.' .'.'t'·");lI:.1J .. , •. 

";'n~n c'.ne) o~r-om:,1.v() OlJIIl"c'.t.1.())W ~~.;~.d.n:;;t VC l):I.t~IJU ;:lnel -('on::l':J. 'l~Jt~':1J ~dll 

"~'v I;);.:tu::tod un:llal,er,:tlly :!.n oo.s:tJy ldeut,1:fl;\1.1L.: '}');)/,I:" J'l';.ii d!:tdl" f(I!" 

:,''I);U', t.V .. " "f' (),.G'j Ol!o}"i,tl(llJ, (;\11 :CJ1!!l/ 11 Il V(1 Lo'H/:":o]n:'.J,l. ']iU:';I.; 

(I. t'J;·:·U.lJn[1 ~:'j()~LL{~ (~(l!ltr.U)u·liO t~) UII:! ~J(jellr:!t.Y oJ: l.1,v ],:\n", ':1'" 'i.", .': .• ,1 
:I.'J'V;;! t,r) ~'J'(·V(!)It. l:i!.wd.ne of enemy rOl'(;(~II-) .cell :,IIl'l,d :.1.: "d,I'··'.'J "'1JI.1 '.) 1):.~ I: 

(1,) JOti1 .. (.;I!:'.M.Dl1 ::tIl'l (lr,·lI1IU::Llu. d U!I)('I(~ '!'<\();(',; '.1111 
'-J(: OJ. ~\. \"'.',.:.~.;~,:",1.,~J·.,'.,~~:( 1 lrd' ';'" 'lCI'Ln':"Jrl'~JI(;,i l'J;( 'U 1. 1 'I ":"":1 T .. ,)(' " 'ill '(," ·tl\!Hlt.~"(. 

o,j'UJ -f,h') ::0, II! ~!,'~l'· .... ;('~'J(d!"'Hlf.~ \;,Jll h;· 11J:1" l rdl \/:11~~ 11'1\ ll)~il·l-lrL"t}t~n. 

~~, )Xllc~J'.: :'I;(:U :dlt.' .ll',:c:t!~,:; :<.I'L! 1~:.l~IIOd1'1 tlH,',() Oi'Il)'"I:i()ll' '111 P('i I" ;',11·,1 
h::t,;{) urOc~I;1 :i:~;1~Jc~·L-I.()1' ().I~ t,!,,):-:u '.I'.l("('::; "'ii ho d,:I::i),I.oJ L, rh· }'r'l i', \, 
",l(;lIlenl eOII'!I/lrd()r'[l ,d i!1l0··l'hu n'd, IJL1 :·~:trJ;:;, :cnrl ':~.\1 L'~ :til 1:()('l",~n":U""1 
.r! Lh 81.V::'\ :illbOl'M.twt(;i ~)ler,lOnt,n of ) Corpn 'IIi do;;:! [~lld,(H.) 11;' 11"1 {;.; 11, ,,[',:,(1 ", 

((;) ::(JVI:Jlltl\'Jt~,o 1.'111 l'J.'Otn tllf,i 'f"IOll' :'. 1f.i· I .I. \,(; :'(1"1)'11'\ :1' '1.('1.1 

\::lth 1 COll'l'I 1l!1:l~'1 .• 1l :·.:ul 'I It'(1:1 IV' I'!" 01(1llllnt,n. tL; ,]'i:l':,,!',\' I, liU. \:i'lt ' 
hy :\C't:tnr :.'.:; ('r·,II:'I'·:' J'I'I'I';"rl (,r',~ii:(il·:: • . i'J!!.\;'Hl1::.', \1(" ·,iI'I:(;1 1'1 I. 

CLccollJpnny tJJn IIJ r;:.:' lilt! L:,: :IJJ (')'1';11' ton pl'ovj(loiI1('I:I..i :'"",1:'1"" I 
l'l'ion 1ll.y f",',:U,; i;t!ld U:; a)"" "1:' oJ' c:('JJ!.',tct ~d.t.h :,'1)11 :ld"mt1 fi,.·,t·:l tJ .,r 
c:lVJU~d'18 , 

(d) J •. :> OJ!IJf-lr:1L;llOO 1.~ en; tlod~ toll", :.,':01'" (l (' i I, •. ,:.., ,,J'. 

fen:d.ve op(Jr,dJonn lrny bo 1nCl'03.IJO(J. Evont.ually, ::1:1 :i1!0111rl h\.: j'ij~;.'i1·! .. , 
tlO ef'ruet, C()()l'd:l.n<lt,lon heh')UOll III t·ml.' opol'at1ol1n ill (lIt. l'J.C!ii ',1-tl1 '\'l'~, 
:t.n ~,dj!.l.()()!It 1l\1t. t)Cl::ll'~d,o ::uHl cJ tiElr']y (1(;:t:'!.llOd T:,(;a l ;,:. 

(0) 'I'w fjllu1 f)tol) 1n Pk.30 11 :1 f; UI(l e!IJlilll::i'. ";: L·re.·· 
l,lannocl cO)llld)J(H1 Xl] r-;i;//,NE:,/ [jO,tl'(;J) c.lll(l doutl'[),:/ opf.H\: 'l.:l('JI<:. 'J'H'::/I 1!j;'Y 
ho :1.nj,tintoc.1 f)Y C;'r, I '"!Ol'PS, Ly CO, III l:r;F" 0),' b,y l','iCV/~1f;:'I.:' li1,L;1J ':(Ijt)m'llrl) 

\d.th the cnnCUl':rcmoo o:L' [tll aOlllJli8.11dcJl',s 1.nv()lved. (If u1'.I'I',,·'!:,lJ1l,e,!'I':,LI;c 
to tho suocor,:Gful oonc1uc t. (1.1.' (;01llldno lJ ~i(-JHl'(:lJ ,ille' 'O,':LI'l'J' ,"l ,u1'''' l.:l ':ljo.':i, 

tho nature of the tao t1 c<:tl plans. They must bll !\,'; ::::111IJ 1lu (I' j():'::;::ib:i.u, 
"lith c:le~ll'ly don.ned and OfWUy l'oco[~IlL:al/ln c(lllhl!] ","_."".:. ".fl!tl';" 1" 
fi1"e anamnl1ouvo:c p13.w; lflu!'d, ~'l;.! :.vc/.kHl. 'lhc ,1\.:t.:\I1:~ (:1' JoInt. O!'c'!"Unn"! 
plcmn:tne und contiuot of Ope1'-: 1-.1 on.': \:1.' .. 1. I'nl1e:! {.lJ.:'1 p' '(',j1<" /111' "111.'11),,·: 
;C01' rcsc1"vo!:r'oac'Mon (:')o:rationri cl1f:c\l~sE!d belohT. 
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Letter of Instruction Coverning Operations of the III
repeditionary Force in the of

Water

2. an outer zone (extended preferebly
extenday ant to light Artillery range and covering cost Merly are
)_ ASSOCIATION .11 averties of attach. --gressive patrolling must take
more in U is zone.

(2) Phase II: Jeep Patrolling and Offensive Operations:

(a) Folloring establishment of the baue security
in Mue-Phr 71, Da "ing and Chu Iaj, and in close coordination of 12, 00,J Corps and local RVMAI commanders, the 111 ME? will to
sence and offensive operations against VC basos and forcus. These will
TO contucted unilaterally in easily identifiable Thords from which for
the of each operation, all RVNAF have been excludule Those
questions should contribute to the security of the base and
serve to prevent massing of enemy forces for surprise abtor on the base
POL.

(1) Designation and delineation of those MORE will
be on 3 1 under determined by the 77, I Corre -dinatic
with the CG, III MEP. Delections will be based on available Intelligence.!s experience and success are pained in these operations in the various
base areas, selection of those TAOR's my be delegated to the III 10%
element commanders at Hue-Phu Bir, Do Nang, and Jhu Li In coorduction
with such subordinate elements of I Corps as designated by the 06 Diaren.".

(c) Vovernnt to and from the THORD will to coordinited
with I Corps and its subordinate elements. US advisory Foams will medici
by acting as contact Matison officers. REVIEW Hilsen personal mail
accompany the III HIS units in order to provide Identification
friendly foreos and us a of contact with and d anti freatten of
civilians.

(d) IS experience 14 earned, the scope of these of
fensive operations may be increased. Eventually, 11 should be possibleto effect coordination between III MEW operations in one TOR with
in adjacent but separate and clearly defined Thoma.

(e) The final step in Phoso 11 Is the conduct of pro-
planned combined IIJ MED/RVM search and destroy operations. These maybe initiated by 00, I Corps, by CG, III ITF, or by NACV/RVINS Hidi Command,with the concurrence of all commanders involved. of utmost importanceto the successful conduct of combined search and Controy operations in
the nature of the tactical plans. They must be as simple as possible,with clearly defined and easily recognizable control Subtotal Intrieute
fire and maneuver plans must be avoi led. The details of Joint operational
planning and conduct of operations will follow the precadines outlined
for reserve/reaction operations discussed below.

9TH MEE
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-~ ".rJ':J,3J 
3un(r~~T: Lett(-;I' of Instru<.:tiotl Govarning Ope.rc~~b1()n8 (If iJ:e 1I1 J.l;;Ct-:lJ1C 

Expedlt.1J)tJary Poree :Tn the RepubUe I)f V:i Et:"~Hr 

(3) PhaSl;;l ID: lteS(Jl'V9 and Re;~,ct.:bn ~.l.)rCl's ~,T'::\lol'(\jn:dJGI' vJi th i,VW~F (Phase I ana 1f ~Rn:tIIlUEJ l. ... ' ....... ____ ~ .. _u, ...... __ ,. __ ,,.'"_ •••. , 

(a) III IH£J? lIDi ts \lr.!.11pl'ovit1e coml'<d. ~uJ:)rc,.d, t,() flY;;, .. :; on the basis of operat:J.onal ooordinat:1.on. Operat10!IfJ will ftml,;'['[JJly 1::~ . in support of m'1:j forces in contact "r.1.th an enemy foree, upon t1:,) ;'i)­quest of, and as e.pproved by the CO, I Corps. 

(11) Upon receil)t of the request for eombat ~m[!l'm.'t.~ 'f)J(~ III l':EF element comman,der and prindpal staff ofneeNI H:l.ll IlLOV6 to thf: . ;:;V}I'lF CP ('16ually a DivCP), meet with their OI)poslt,e l1ur'lberB ,::nd .ioinL1y d2velop all operations plan. Agreelnent on the d.etatlfi of the OPCl'Ht.j Oli:; .. such as objeotives, times, fire "upport coordination, commun:lcatJ on~: ,lilll 3igne.ls, will be developed as tho plann.1.ne progresset. 

(c) Becauee of the coord.ination probl(;:Im8 and thu l:hsence of n poei tive command cha.in controll1ns.; all u.ni te, 1 t. is e8fJ'i)llt 5nJ that the plan be 'simple and avoid C10S6 and intrioate manouver tl1volvinr;; III rill? and :-iV1!AF torces, and tha.t there be no close to ctioeJ. jnter'd(;!!!0nd., once betl'leen the two which would req\dre prec~ /':e exacl1.t1.on to 1nl'm1:'t~ C1perational SUQoess, '1herefore, it is important, thrtt. cloDrl;r rld1Jtc ';;, zones and objectives be asaignedwhich are readUy 1.don'li:tf1"tl;(i fi (1)1 :Ji( c.:round and on the map. Boundaries, phase line5 9.nd other C':')fitl.'OJ, r'<~J.i··.n lii\.lSt be unrrd.stakab1e and understood by both coml11ander's und t.}IEdr 61,<:'.1':1'13. 

(d) Onoe a.greement is reached, eao}J 001111'1lAnckr t:i:xec\.l,t,~~g hb portion of the plan. '!be oOJl'llllandere and at.a:t!s l'f31liJ.A1ti OCl",lN)Qt,'~lrl throushout tho oper'stion insofar as poas1blsJ lI8 a ltIin1Ifll.\!<1 thf;.t~' l'trL,rl n sentor and responsible l'elJl'eeentaMves at the oombj.ned OF. GOllu(Jun11~<dJ (lilt, will be establ:tshed bot"lOan the I.ll 1m un1 tB cmd ad.1nM)"Jt, HVWJ" U1J'i L~, through tho advisors w:ttJ:I those unHe who, ac'Mne e,,~,:; cOJ"ih<;d, :Ji d no.' 'o.ft1c~rs, \1ill report positions, actions ,lnd :!Jrt .. e1l1 gf.HiC< (1.1 J0i.·U:,· t(· the III MEl<' olement commander or M.s ~·;ta.f:f'. 

(e)' SUpporting ground weaIJOrle And .d.l' fJUppc.l"t. \11.11 bt.1 closely oontrolled in ordor to $ovoid fire on f:rlen(fly porf' t1.Nl~;. A r~ I', Support Coordination Center (F5CO) il deP:1rable and, ~.f' &fltaMhho(), ,will bl a o'ooperativeundertaking. In the absonce of an :,i'f}CC Ulfl f!())\.ty·,,) ,of fire8 beoomes a problem of establishing and updaUng uo-i':1.:t'o :U.Il{)~J. the exohan~e of tire support and common use of air Bupportmu$t be ant:Lo1pe. te<;l. 

b. COOrdillf). t1nglnstruc tiona. 

(1) Vietnamese l1atson personnelwiU be provided .:tt battAU.1on level and WitJl art11lenr un.tts a8 neOe6~1'l1''y i:.o 1.dcIltlfy ar:(l p~t tiring on friendly 01 rtliat1!~or fOl'OaH. Evvry eff()),·t, vi J 1 1 <: 
" 
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SUBJECT: Letter of Instruction Governing Operations of the III Martino

Expeditionary Force in the Republic of Vietnam

(3) Phase III: Reserve and Reaction Corees in Coordinationwith RVNAF (Phase I and II Continue).

(a) III MEF units will provide combat support to RVNNon the basis of operational coordination. Operations will generally bein support of RVRAF forces in contact with an enemy force, upon the ro-quest of, and as approved by the CG, I Corps.

(1) Upon receipt of the request for combat support, theIII MEF element commander and principal staff officers will move to theRVHAF CP (usually a Div CP), meet with their opposite numbers and jointlydevelop an operations plan. Agreement on the details of the operations,such as objectives, times, fire support coordination, communications and
signals, will be developed as the planning progresses.

(c) Because of the coordination problems and theabsence of a positive command chain controlling all units, it is essentialthat the plan be simple and avoid close and intricate manouver involvingIII MIDF and RVNAF forces, and that there be no close tactical interdepend.ence between the two which would require precise execution to insureoperational success. Therefore, it is important that clearly definedzones and objectives be assigned which are readily identifiable on theground and on the map. Boundaries, phase lines and other control measuremust be unmistakable and understood by both commanders and their staffa.

(d) Once agreement is reached, each commander executeshis portion of the plan. The commanders and staffs remain ao-locatedthroughout the operation insofar as possible, 88 a minimum they retainsenior and responsible representatives at the combined CP. Communicationswill be established between the III MEF units and adjacent RVNAF unitsthrough the advisors with those units who, acting as conbet Dicisos
officers, will report positions, actions and intelligence directly tothe III MEF element commander or his staff.

(e) Supporting ground weapons and air support will beclosely controlled in order to avoid fire on friendly positions. 1. FinnSupport Coordination Center (FSCC) is desirable and, if established,will be a cooperative undertaking. In the absence of an FBCC the controlof fires becomes a problem of establishing and updating no-fire lines.The exchange of fire support and common use of air support must be
anticipated.

b. Coordinating Instructions.

(1) Vietnamese liaison personnel will be provided at
battalion level and with artillery units as necessary to identify and
prevent firing on friendly civilians or forces. Every effort will

9TH MEB
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.30JJ::;:::T: IJet'ter or Instruction Goverlllng ,Opsri.ttJong of the IIJ l'~2:r:':i no 
.I!~=red.1. Monary Force in the Republic or V1o-!:.nam 

(2) III HID' Close ld,r SUppOl't ~TllJ bE! emplr,yed 1.Ulclm' th(' 
procedures of iJ..Dl'l6X A. 

,(J) GO, III MEF, w:tll report the readiness of III MEF CO)I!bftt :r:'-\'. 
Forcee at the separate, 'base area" of Hue-Phu Bai, DR Nang" and Chu ret.. { , ;: .. ' 
to ental' Phase II and III. The In MEF element at Dr~. Ntmg 'flU not 6nto:?),' . .:> 
Phase Ill" nor other III, MEF combat forces Phase II wHJJou1., the apecif:i.(; \,~'''' \ ,/ 
approval of. OOMUSlA))' CV • ' b \ I' ,'\\ ~ .. :~ .... ", ' 

l" t ~f\ j\~'" 
, (L,) III MEF uni ta aotually engaged.in opm·ations ue;aJ llS t( ;!: 

the ",c/D~tV \11,11 have f:l.rat priority call on the 010se Ail' Support l'Elsotn'CI'JI'. '" 

of thu lot Na:M.ne Ai:ro:raft~oJ1l'le and other US £IiI' nnl ts all :r'Oq\llI'od. 

(5) III MEF and his subordina to cOlTlTll8.nderE! al~t?' not. :r(:~$p()n,')fhlt) 
for tJl0 rural roconstruotion of their areas, thou~ 01 "V1.c El(It:i.Oll, pSydlO w 

logical warfat'e o.ctivi ties, and inte1l1gencG acUvi Ues that contd,h'l.1tc +/:) 
rura.l reoonstruotion are encoura.ged. All auah measures should be enordi:­
nlltad with Viotnamese civil or In:1.litar;y aut.b.0d.t:i.e6, throllgh US (lOWyt.el'­
parts l4here appropriate. 

(6) In the event of a oivil disturbance within a 'l'I~or~.1 u,,] 
III HEF wU.t oonunandel' \'1:1.11 1rrl111o'd.1ately notify t.he lloerost. d:v:f.l Ol' 
ndli tary lluthor! ties and attelnpt to al':range for local :('Ol'C()f; to (l\.i.~)) 1 
tho disturbance. If suoh assistance iet not B,va1.1able J or unt11 ::l t ;,l""j VtH.i J 

the III MEF unit ....r.Lll take appropriate paflaive or act1vomnEliWl';!,C( til 
defend i tsalf and ,the facilities it 1s charged 1'IH,1, dci'midi.nE;. 

4. Logistics: To bo issued separately. 

;: • Command Rqla tio~: 

a. III HEr. .vill pass to opsl'at:tonal command of (;(Jl!.U~lr!Ji~(:V \\POYl 

establishment ashore. 

b. As a matter of polioy, US Forces vrl11 not. bl" l']'wsd UJJ cl Of.' 

the command of allied commanders nor 1.8 the GVll ,]!rep:lrod i.e) HCl~tifd, thE) 
operational control of US comma.nders. HOWeVtll', th::l.~1 rontr.jctioil :i" !Ict, 
intended to preclude the temporary tactical d~.recti()n of US }i'ol'I).;W 'by 
RVNAF' commanders under particular circurns U>.nc€ 0; 80 lJCL1'l:';lr!l:iJ.Q; or trw 
te1l{lorary tactioal direct.ion of RVNAF by US C0l1D11},.mder!'S Utldo:(' d.m11aI' 
oircumstance/!! when mutually ,agreed by the appropd.,ato e()rl\~ilD.l\do:t'13" 
Mat.ters of this nature which cannot 'be :resolved by 8uho:rdinatE) US ('.o~it .. 
candars will be referred to COMUSMACV. 
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SUBJECT: Letter of Instruction Governing Operations of the III Marine

Expeditionary Force in the Republic of Vietnam

made to provide VNN liaison personnel with companies operating separately.

(2) III MEF Close Air Support will be employed under the
procedures of Annex A.

(3) CG, III MEF, will report the readiness of III MEF Combat
Forces at the separate base areas of Hue-Phu Bai, Da Nang, and Chu Lai,

BY

to enter Phase II and III. The III MEF element at Da Nang will not entox
Phase III, nor other III MEF combat forces Phase II without the specific
approval of COMUSMACV.

(4) III MEF units actually engaged in operations against
the VO/DRV will have first priority call on the Close Air Support resources
of the lot Marine Aircraft Wing and other US air units as required.

(5) III MEF and his subordinate commanders are not responsible
for the rural reconstruction of their areas, though civic action, psycho-
logical warfare activities, and intelligence activities that contribute to
rural reconstruction are encouraged. All such measures should be coordi-
nated with Vietnamese civil or military authorities, through US counter-
parts where appropriate.

(6) In the event of a civil disturbance within a TAOR, the
III MEF unit commander will immediately notify the nearest civil or
military authorities and attempt to arrange for local forces to quell
the disturbance. If such assistance is not available, or until it arrives,
the III MEF unit will take appropriate passive or active measures to
defend itself and the facilities it is charged with defending.

4. Logistics: To be issued separately.

5. Command Relations:

a. III MEF will pass to operational comand of COMUSMACV upon
establishment ashore.

b. As a matter of policy, US Forces will not be placed under
the command of allied commanders nor is the GVN prepared to accept the
operational control of US commanders. However, this restriction is not
intended to preclude the temporary tactical direction of US Forces by
RVNAF commanders under particular circumstances so warranting or the
temporary tactical direction of RVNAF by US commanders under similar
circumstances when mutually agreed by the appropriate commanders,
Matters of this nature which cannot be resolved by subordinate US com--
canders will be referred to COMUSMACV.
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c. The basic concept tmderl.ying cornroanu ~·ela·t.iorwbot,vecn tho 
00, III MEl? and CO, I Corps" is one .of combat suppor1~ in the !Trot;U8.' 

self-iilterest of both commands. Close and mutual coo1"di.nation and 
coopernt1.on is essential to the success of this C()nC0pt. 
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OR

SUBJECT: Letter of Instruction Governing Operations of the III Marine
Expeditionary Force in the Republic of Vietnan

C. The basic concept underlying command relations between the
CG, III MEF and CG, I Corps, is one of combat support in the rutual
self-interest of both commands. Close and mutual coordination and
cooperation is essential to the success of this concept.

d. National command integrity will be maintained at all levels.

e. The Senior Advisor, I Corps, and all other MACV advisory
teams, at all levels, will continue their mission of advice, assistance
and operational support of RVNAF under direction of COMUSMACV. MACV
advisory teams will assume liaison responsibility to the CG, III MEF
and his subordinate forces, as required and directed by COMUSMACV.

6. This document may be downgraded to SECRET upon release of ,Ythe information by the American Embassy Saigon and the GVN that
additional Marine elements are landing at Chu Lai on or about 7 May 1965

Ben

2 Incl W. C.' WESTMORELAND
General, United States Armyas

Commanding

Copies furnished:
CINCPAC
CINCPACFLT
CG, FMPPAC
2d Air Division
SA, I Corps
American Embassy Saigon
CINC RVNAF
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I1ANNEX A (8 -il~- . \. 
J urea for r1atine Aircraf in SO\lt,h Vh:tnam) 

... 
1. The current procedures for ope'ratton .. :1 coordint\t:i.on GInO. 

control for I<'orward Air Control wel:'e designed for the SUppO'f"t. of 

ARVN units by U.S. and VNAF aircraft. The employment, of U.S . .! .fo)·(}e~; 

in a combat 1"010 roquiros modificatiCln of UteS!) J:u1en ;md prac:odl:o'm;., 

2. W:I.th specific rc.fcrcncc to t.he In Hf<:F'~ AOe, unci thE" I i,SOC, 

the folloHtng rules will apply: 

a. Marine jet, aircraft will oporate undm' the tacti.ei\1 ,J:\..x· 

control system through AOe rcpreBonttnp; in th:i.u G.'l,;clllC Cntnmll.lldcl'.f 

2d All" IJiv. 

b. Horino combat forceD will heve fi not. (':1'11 on Marine ail'·· 

oraft at all ttmos. The III MEF may rcqu('!st. fjgtltcr 1.ti.r'Gl.'aft fm.' pn> 

by the. CO, III Mi!~F Ilnd such roquos:t,s wHl bE;! hO'lOl'('d l\y AOC Dnd MiCC. 

aircraft nveill1blo for tho forthcoml.ng 24 hour period. Thu)(' ;,irCl ~Lft 

lose thostJ on nlert for th!,) support of !vilwine GOlllb:,t forc:cG (';:1 opv, ,,' , 
tiona" may be frnggod by AOC for in-countl'Y' mics:i.ons. 

d. N.ar1ne aircrnft may conduct stdkes jn closo s1.1~)port, of 

Mar1.no combat forces on tho c:tound under tho control C'lf n '}lncl:lcnlAi'L' 

Control' Party on the ground or a Marine or U.S, Ail' li'rnc:e (;onh'ollf:)' 

1n .tho &.~r. In the abs()nce of 8 TACP 01' Airborne FAC, U.S. Ani\Y Air· .. 

borno observer may mark target. No Vietnamose observer ls rl(lCe~;~~nr.i{ 

with anairborno FAC on a elose sUP'Port mi.ssion although the l-H'E':SOtlCO 

of such Qn observer is desirable. -

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3 Procedures for Marine Aircraf in South Vietnam)"ANNEX A (Operat

1. The current procedures for operational coordination and

control for Forward Air Control were designed for the support of

ARVN units by U.S. and VNAF aircraft. The employment of U.S. forces

in a combat role requires modification of those rules and procedures.

2. With specific reference to the III MEF, AOC, and the I ASOC,

the following rules will apply:

a. Marine jet aircraft will operate under the tactical air

control system through AOC representing in this case the Commander,

2d Air Div.

b. Marine combat forces will have first cell on Marine air-

craft at all times. The III MEF may request fighter aircraft for pre-

planned strikos and for strip or other alert as doomed necessary

by the CG, III MEF and such requests will be honored by AOC and ASOC.

Each day CG, III MEF will indicato to AOG, Marine fighterc.

aircraft available for the forthcoming 24 hour period. These aircraft,

less those on alert for the support of Marino combat forces on opera-

tions, may be fragged by AOC for in-country missions.

d. Marine aircraft may conduct strikes in close support of

Marine combat forces on the ground under the control of a Tactical Air

Control Party on the ground or a Marine or U.S. Air Force controller

in the air. In the absence of a TACP or Airborne FAC, U.S. Army Air-

borne observer may mark target. No Vietnamese observer is necessary

with an airborne FAC on a close support mission although the presence

of such an observer is desirable.

UNCLASSIFIED

Card(L)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

-- --

t.hero are friendly forcos in t.he oren. IlClwDv()I.', :t 

have voto .povrer nvi'll' 1he lrnmch of' U,S. alrcl'::d'-t, jn C"lotH' SUI"!')("'f'l. I)f 

, 
or c:i.vilL'lns. 

the TOG noel unloss :in fruo stril':o ('roa, ltT:L1.1 h:, (~(\i:~~1:'( :1,,)((1 l\y [L Fhr: 
-----~ 

holi.coptors nrc flS follows: 

'Which is in direct support of tho HI J1EF 0 'Ihe 1:lJppol·t.:i rw [;'I(X: ;L\ 11 

be kept apprD1sed of the neti vi HOf; of thi.n fiqml(1y'olJ by the wm: 

operattons offic:or 1.n the C'fOC:. 

roquests will be forwarded to U.E;, clol\)ent; of thu croc: trJ: ~!n) h'. 

processed in accoI'dnnco wi,th LX.\.:·.i.,:hg pJ"OI',Ct'\lJl'! , 

c1:f.I"oe;'I:. 8UPP01""t, t,c> thfl ILl Mh;~' (11'0 req.t i:I::(:cl ()j) u1 .. iw \ I 

f .~,.i(i"~~~~ \ 
-----~' 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

JULASSME

3. In accordance with the recently published ARVN directive on

air support system operated by the VNAV and in accordance with optimate

operating procedures, the Marine ground elements may call directly on

I ASOC for air support whether it be by Marine, U.S. Air Force or VNAF

fighter aircraft. I ASOC will inform I Corps TOG and determine whether

there are friendly forces in the area. However, ] Corpo TOC does not

have veto power over the launch of U.S. aircraft in close support of

U.S. troops engaged in combet. on the ground. l'actical air control parties

on the ground will utilize Vietnemose lioison parties with bettalions

and separa te companies to avoid calling air strikes on friendly troops

or civilions.

4. Interdiction targets not involved in the must

support of U.S. ground forces will only be struck atter approved by

the TOC and unloss in frue strike oroa, will be contracted by a FAC

or ALO aircreft, with Vietnamosu observer above

5. Priorition and procedures applicable to employees of adidity

helicoptors are as follows:

D. The III MEF will control directly thint. helicopier squident

which is in direct support of the III MEF. The supporting GTOC will

be kept appraised of the activities of this squadron by the USNC

operations officer in the CTOC.

b. In the event the III MEF requires helicopter support in

addition to that available from the one direct support squadron,

requests will be forwarded to U.S. element of the CTOC end will be

processed in accordance with existing procedures.

If helicopters from the helicoptor squadertC.

direct support to the III MEF are required on other
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will not bG committed until r~leD.se is sec\JX'ed from the III 11l!J'·. 

d. On\3 USMC helicopter squildrcn '\,-:].11 bo in goner.:)). 6u.pport I 

of I Corps. Theso hclico,rltE::rs will be "vaihblo £01' sup~)ort of the 

III H)~JI' 05 outliuod in b above. 

, 
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will not be committed until release is secured from the III MEF.

d. One USMC helicopter squadron will be in general

I Corps. These helicopters will be available for support of

support

theof

III MEF as outlined in b above.
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INTELLIGENCE E3TUlATE NO. 1 

J2 Sect:loll, Lq NJ,t]V 
>1ij gon, )()U'Lll 'l/j.et:.naIil 
1 J'ln~/ 1965 

Reference: Map QUANG TIN-qOANG NG1\.1 ProvirlGe:>., ier:1e 1 ::<5(\0(10. 

1. (3) 1'11~ION: Secure the proposed CIJU LAl 11irfield. 

2. (o) f4l:EA....Ql . ..91~&l'I(lli2~ 

H. Weather: 

(1) General: 

(a)'lhe spring transU:i.on began in ndd~, 
March and signaled the start of the southwest Il'lOnaOOnl ~Ihich 
last. from late April or early May t,O September. 'l'ht:l 
weather will be olear, dry, and hat. 

(1)) The winds du:d.ng t,h(~ t1'flfH3:i tiona 1 
month of May are variabl'e. During June p July and Augtt3t II 

low-pressure 9Yltem i. Btabilizod over south Indo··China nnd 
tl.6re i8 a regular ill-blowing wind from the southwElst ox' 
50uth. Along the ooaet sea bl'eezel3 usually bogl.Tl nt apPr'o.xJ. 
root ely 1000 hours,. reaching a maxinl1.U1\ fQrce :!.n t.ll~ eal'ly 
flfternoon and dying away at sunset" when it :1.9 replaced by 
a Innd breezo which pers16t~ until dawn. In the coastal 
plains, local breezes may.beoome the preciominRt1.ng wind and 
have sufflcient torce to 'reverse the g(:l(leral mOmlO()D current. 

(2) Effects on Enemy Activit.y: 

(a) '~'he anell\Y has proven cout;tuuou31y Ji 
thIt>ugh past activities, that the weather is not, a detrinlont 
to his operations. 

(b) VO techniques within the QuAil(! 'l'lN ~ 
~,UANG NGAI area suggest a pattern i.s being establi.shed with 
high and low peaks in acti vi ty coincident with th e "ret and 
dry seasons respectively. 'l'he rainy season is uSE;ld to ex·" 
pantl the VO areas of infl'll.Etlce .and the dry s~ason is ujed 
to consolidate the rtew~ acquired areas. 
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UNCLASSIFIED J2 Section, liq MAOV
Baigon, South Vietnam
] May 1965

INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE NO. 1

Reference: Map QUANG TIN-QUANG NGAI Provinces, Scale 1:250,000.

1. (3) MISSION: Secure the proposed CHU LAI airfield.

(c) AREA OF OPERATIONS:2.

He Weather:

(1) General:

(a) The spring transition began in mid-
March and signaled the start of the southwest monsoon, which
lasts from late April or early May to September. The
weather will be clear, dry, and hot.

(b) The winds during the transitional
month of May are variable. During June, July and August a
low-pressure system is stabilized over south Indo-China and
there is a regular in-blowing wind from the southwest or
south. Along the coast sea breezes usually begin at approxi-
mately 1000 hours, reaching a maximum force in the early
afternoon and dying away at sunset, when it is replaced by
a land breeze which persists until dawn. In the coastal
plains, local breezes may become the predominating wind and
have sufficient force to reverse the general monsoon current.

(2) Effects on Enemy Activity:

(a) The en emy has proven continuously,
through past activities, that the weather is not a detriment
to his operations.

(b) VC techniques within the QUANG TIN -
LUANG NGAI area suggest a pattern is being established with
high and low peaks in activity coincident with the wet and
dry seasons respectively. The rainy season is used to ex-
pand the VC areas of influence and the dry season is used
to consolidate the newly acquired areas.
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(3)' Effects on . Friendly Acthity: 

During the forthcomi.ng I.wut·bwu:)t, lJiOYH;OOn, 
wheelt'ld and tracked vehicles will be Eible to mwe I'lell]!I~l t.hfl 

annd dunes au! shallow lagoc.ins of the CCllH':Ita 1 n);,in. 'l'ne 
l"iC{1 fields of the piedmont area are alwJ.ye fJ oodcd, eHJlf':!' by 
irr:1.gl1tiqn or' naturally, making dry se1U30n o1'f···rOilG \.ri; 1'1':1 c·· 
obilUyp<>or.l'ho fl¥ing weather will bo excellent ov(~r' all 
of.' the QUAlm 'fIN ... QUANG IWAI area. JI'OP r.ontJd IfWy bo oMdJ.y 
selected in the coastal plain (!..TId pi.o(imlmt l'ogjofl.';l. 

b. Terra1ll: 

(1) General: 

(a) 'l'he te.z:'t'ldn j.n the Hl:'(,,:, :b of th:r(le 
tyPtJ~1 : 'l'hc, Co~6tal Plld.n, tbe }'iodu,ont H~,g1.on 1 /MId the 
M<)Un t (dne • 

(b) nit CORstf.l.J P:\A;l next Im(I(I bot'f/t'lOfl ()l1tJ 
llnd four kilometers inlAnd from tho COlllttJ. I';d.~ pJ.hi.n is 
(lompo&ed of sandy soils and 18 chaX'aotorl7.(~r1 t)y "1 /1111\)) Olll 

water table_ bra.okbh ].&gOOO$_ Illld cs8J)d dun!!",_ r'tlrtDlty 
of tha 8.rle 11 poor. 

(0) 'L'hU PiocinlOfJt itt,,!:) (m t~) f:ll, t. ,. lnt .. o)'­

epe:rsed with low hill mnIH.lClJfl. ~'he .oil ill hl'LU (I 1.IiJd (}(JIIlM 

poaeq of Hr,ht to heft'Vy olRY~ All'll()!Jt IlH of tru;J rj eo i:l~)w-n j i', 

i,lIb ~wnb i$ ha:rvoat"d i'l'Oltl t,he 11.(,dllll:H·li l1:d,OIlI. 

(d) 'L'h. lIlou.ntain8 oompd ~JV tho J(\~·g(!llt. 
port:ton of the 81'0/'\ and IU'" oh"J:'aottct'~ .. IH)('l by J'111~g(!>d JH;Jfilcl .• 
!Itoep slop"", IU'ld d.-lse junltl.68. 1.'ho rnoul1tl11nOHtJ J'l~g:ion j a 
gealfl.t't,111 in thli! wOl!li,.rn po:rt;1.(m 01' UHI flx'on.i hUWeV(H, Ow,}' 
conver'ee towardn the &elcl._ oflusing oOnlpM'Lrilol.lt! ('.Ieln r':Jol',f: UI(J 
411) ANQ ,Tl:N - QUANG NOAI bOUJldb.t'Y" 

(e) "lgni.f~iount art! L£I(J ~:Ht"'UW\.V!1 <!TId 
valloy3 lea,.di.r~ into the 1lIOunttl:1.nOl).n reg1.ow;;. l. H,ho~if:.h t"he 
wa.1ori t1 of the- lX>pulaUcln oongregat6 e10ng th ~J (IOttllt, ~ 
subatemtiul popu.l.s.t.l .. on belts pe,rl1llel. tber:Jo ()Ol'l>j.liQ~'a ~ 

(t) VIJe;etation vllrios w.i't.h tbo [:!'U:I. 

Along the ooal'Jtal plain thEj beaohee are often uevo:W 01' 
plants, but there ere sra.sacs of vllr10ua Id.tld:'l, ~Il(me ~i'Hh 
cactus and evergreen groVf:/3. BambOo j,s found f1long \-Iut eX"-
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(3) Effects on Friendly Activity:

During the forthcoming southweat monsoon,
wheeled and tracked vehicles will be able to move across the
sand dunes and shallow lagoons of the coastal mlain. The
rice fields of the piedmont area are always flooded, other by
irrigation or naturally, making dry season off-road traffic.
ability poor. The flying weather will be excellent over all
of the QUANG TIN - QUANG NGAI area. Drop zones may be easily
selected in the coastal plain and piedmont regions.

b. Terrain:

(1) General:

(a) The terrain in the area is of three
types: The Constal Plain, the Fiedmont Region, and the
Mountains.

(b) The Constal Plain extends between one
and four kilometers inland from the coast. This plain is
composed of sandy soils and is characterized by a shallow
water table, brackish lagoons, and sand dunea. Fertility
of the area is poor.

(c) The Piedmont Region is flat, Inter
spersed with low hill masses. The soil is fertile and com-
posed of light to heavy clay. Almost all of the rico grown in
this zone is harvested from the Piedmont Hatem,

(d) The mountains comprise the largest
portion of the area and are characterized by runged peaks,
steep slopes, and dense jungles. The mountainous region in
generally in the western portion of the area; however, they
converge towards the 868, causing compartment lion Mong the
QUANG TIN - QUANG NGAI boundary.

(e) Significant are too waterways and

valleys leading into the mountainous regions. Although the
majority of the population congregate along the coast,
substantial population belts parallel these corridors.

(1) Vegetation varies with the erus.

Along the coastal plain the beaches are often devoid of

plants, but there are grasses of various kinds, along with
cactus and evergreen groves. Bamboo is found along water-
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C01.U'S es and la.goons. In the Piecin,cmt i~ogOLon 1'!Lt.ny cr'o 1),3 "X'U 

. grown and there are isolated clumps of trees, such ,,IS LHI.Hlbou, 
banann, coconut Dnd oil palms. The mourrLtljn~; p):JS(,.~.:1vlr;!:LI 
timbers of tropl.Cfll ha.rd woods. Tree~) O.r. 5(JClli Jialliet,(,r I .. ll(~ 
11ll'ger are co,mon. 'I'he timb~r i.s OV€!l'gl'own .,j th v:i.nel.l form·· 
lng a canopy over a thick, lush undergrowth of SlllDJ l(~r tr0e~, 
vines., bamboo, (~nd other vegetat.ion. 

(~) Eff acts on F'rlendly Acti v:i ty : 

. ACC8.93 to the mOl.lllteins is hlndel'ed by 
the·ve8etation. The routes of exploration follow the struJ.1u 
beds to their sources. Traffic in the mountains :5.8 restr1 cted 
to the existing roads I end the vegetation lll1 but pr.\Jcludes 
the IX>"slbility of air dropping qUll.ntiti as of auppllea 0 

(3) Effects on Enerf\V Acti vHi(l:~: 

(a) The terrain i8 a deci~"dw foct<:)r in 
the developnent of guerrilla warfar'e in thls lU'O!" BincfI) 
4/5th of the area 1s heavily forestl,d jungl.o rog.l.ona. Tho 
va oapabil1tieB are oonsidel'{;(bly iilorerwed 1.n tIl(; 1'01'111 of 
unopposed and unobserved infl1tratlol'l over COllCOHlcd rout.tJ!i 
from the und(;ltineci laot:l.au/V:1.et,nemEJsEl border. 

(b) The strategic lI\Ount';li.nous dlld n on 
the QUANG TIN .~ QUANG NGAI boundlfry, whioh eriondtJ to with .. 
~Jl two kilometers or the sea at tho prolx)[;\:ld e:IIU 1.I\J ,dr·· 
ban lite, provl,dee tho VO with a havon ,h.11'J.lI[1, i,he doy £md 
an ea8Y acecu to thE! populated area! at night. 'j'ilo fiJ(:t 
that the mountain range serve., as tlw p:covirwiul bOlmdary 
;La alao txploited Py the enenw in the hope that tr:1.endly 
operational responsibilities are not cletll"ly (lelineated. 

3. (0) ENEMI SITUATION: 

a. Disp:>sition: See Annf:lX A~ En(11l1Y Ordor of Battlu 
and Disposition Overlay. 

I 

b. Com):-Osition:' Ebemy forces POSirlg a ly)tent~ll.\l UlJ·(~tJ.t 
to the coastal areas of QUANG TIN and QUAi~G NGAI h'oviIlCtlB nro 
the let and 2nd Regiments of Military Hegion 5, with a tl..'~_ .. .l. 
of six subordinate rifle and two heavy weapons bat.talions. 
Total strength of these regiments is 4,650 znen. These bat­
taUons are armed with 8lnun and 60rnza mortars". 5'1mrn Hl~ and 
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courses and lagoons. In the Piedmont Region many crops are
grown and there are isolated clumps of trees, such as bamboo,
banana, coconut and oil palms. The mountains possess virgin
timbers of tropical hard woods. Trees of 50cm diameter and
larger are COmon. The timber is overgrown with vines form-
ing a canopy over a thick, lush undergrowth of smaller trees,
vines, banboo, and other vegetation.

(2) Effects on Friendly Activity:

Access to the mountains is hindered by
the vegetation. The routes of exploration follow the stream
beds to their sources. Traffic in the mountains is restricted
to the existing roads, and the vegetation all but precludes
the possibility of air dropping quantities of supplies.

(3) Effects on Enemy Activities:

(a) The terrain is a decisive factor in
the development of guerrilla warfare in this area, since
4/5th of the area is heavily forested jungle regions. The
VC capabilities are considerably increased in the form of
unopposed and unobserved infiltration over concoaled routes
from the undefined Inotian/Vietnomese border.

(b) The strategic mountainous chain on
the QUANG TIN - QUANG NGAI boundary, which extends to with
in two kilometers of the sea at the proposed CHU 1AI air
base site, provides the VC with a haven during the day and
an easy access to the populated areas at night. The fact
that the mountain range serves as the provincial boundary
is also exploited by the enemy in the hope that friendly
operational responsibilities are not clearly delineated.

3. (c) ENEMY SITUATION:

a. Disposition: See Annex A, Enemy Order of Battle
and Disposition Overlay.

Composition: Enemy forces posing & potential threatb.
to the coastal areas of QUANG TIN and QUANG NGAI Provinces are
the 1st and 2nd Regiments of Military Region 5, with a
of six subordinate rifle and two heavy weapons battalions.
Total strength of these regiments is 4,650 men. These bat-
talions are armed with 81mm and 60mm mortars, 57mm RR and

UNCLASSIFIED
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light autorna tic weapollQ, inc] uding D.J:it,. ~:hEl wea),)G~'IS 
battalions may have in addition both ?5mf;t 1m. and pack 
howitzers. Also of priJllsry COnCG1'n ja t,ne hoadqua:(''(:;(/J 0 

of Military Regi,on, 5 and the direct fJUpll.,rt un:itf;, I;" 

rifle battl<.lion in direct defense and pOfl:;ibl;y' arrl 
engineer battalion with nn aggregate fltrength of tlp}JT'()xi,, 

mte~ ~,SSO men. MJi-5 ~.8 located in the DO XA area of 
QUA~ UGAI Pr(')viuce; approximate4r 50 kilometerfi due 
wast of QUANG NGAl01ty. An advance OP of MR-5 may hav~ 
deplo1'ed to the area approximately ,0 kilometers WMt or 
CHU LAl. Along the QUANG TIN-QUAW NGAI boundary there 
appear to be thrte newly arrived. battalions, posit:i,oned 
from 10 to 25 kilometers west of eHU LA!. . 'l'hUE) may also 
b.e an ,W ~t 01 undeternd.ned size apP1"ox:ilnately 20 
kilometers 'Wet or CHU LAI. Seoondary threat foroeo aro 
the Local 2"o1"oe. dltployed ,\long the co~ at in the tClothtlls 
cbnBietingot thx... 'rin. battalions, eight companies and. 
five d1etr10 t pl& toone I numbering apprVx.tnlf:l tely 1,950 Mello 
In addition to thea. Main and 'Local Forces there are 
appro.xil.tately ll,OOO. militia consisting of cad.1'8, armed 
guerrillas, and eelt-detenee tOl'08S, 

o. Strongth I Conti.rmed en~ fotc Cfj comm:tt ted 
in QUANG NGAI and' QUAlIG TIN J>l'ovtnoes, whioh pMB fl 
throat to the CHU ax area 'are one }m HeEldquArt&l'B, two 
Regimental Headquarters, l3 battalions, 27 oompanie$ and 
rive platoontJ .. tQt&~ appr9x1mately 0,000 men. Thfl68 
inolude Hain and Looal ForoGus. The u1lOonf1,)",l'llsd tht'f!io 
b& ttaliol18 in the area mq ha Vet a otren:sth 01:' I, roo Jl1~m, 
An additional 11,000 militia in tho aren oould be used llt-) 

replacements or reintorcamentl!l. These for'cefl hElve .35 to 
45 8lmm mortare, 40 to 50 60rmn mortars .. 35 to 1.5 5'1n:m rm, 
six to ten 75mm 1m" six 75mm Paok Howihors, p08u:l.bly BCtlll.6 

105 Howitzers and al1lple ,automatic weapons up to the J.? ?m\1l 
HMG. The suspected AA unit ttlay have 37mm AM guns. }~Of';t 
units» Main and LOcal Forces, alte estimated t,o be al'mGld» 
at loa.et ~rt1ally, with the new t8Jnily of 7.62 lmapol'll'!. 
See Annex B tor tabulation of en.". compoFl:i t.:!)!', il,rlrl 

strengt.h. 

d.fieinforc6ll1enta: Blements of t.ho 325th PAW 
Division could be employed in a reinforcing l'ole. Thel" 
have been persistent but unconfirmed reports of,' regiJnoutlll 
elements ot the ,,25th PAVN Division locatod in 1 a.nd 
northern II Corps. The' 2nd Battalion, 101st Hegirnent, 
325th PA VN Division is conrh'l1led in KONTlIM Pr·ovince. 
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light automatic weapons, including iMis. The weapons
battalions may have in addition both 75mm RR and pack
howitzers. Also of primary concern is the headquarter
of Military Region 5 and the direct support units, a
rifle battalion in direct defense and possibly and
engineer battalion with an aggregate strength of approxi-
mately 1,880 men. MR-5 is located in the DO XA area of
QUANG NGAI Province approximately 50 kilometers due
west of QUANG NGAI City. An advance CP of MR-5 may have
deployed to the area approximately 30 kilometers west of
CHU LAI. Along the QUANG TIN-QUANG NGAI boundary there
appear to be three newly arrived battalions, positioned
from 10 to 25 kilometers west of CHU LAT. There may also
be an AAA unit of undetermined size approximately 20
kilometers west of CHU LAI. Secondary threat forces are
the Local Forces deployed along the coast in the foothills
consisting of three riflo battalions, eight companies and
five district platoons, numbering approximately 1,950 men.
In addition to these Main and Local Forces there are
approximately 11,000 militia consisting of cadre, armed
guerrillas, and self-defense forces.

0. Strength: Confirmed enemy forces committed
in QUANG NGAI and QUANG TIN Provinces, which pose a
threat to the CHU LAI area are one MR Hendquarters, two
Regimental Headquarters, 13 battalions, 27 companies and
five platoons, totaling approximately 8,000 men. These
include Main and Local Forces. The unconfirmed three
battalions in the area may have a strength of 1,200 men.
An additional 11,000 militia in the area could be used as
replacements or reinforcements. These forces have 35 to
45 81mm mortars, 40 to 50 60mm mortars, 35 to 45 57mm RR,
six to ten 75mm RR, six 75mm Pack Howitzers, possibly some
105 Howitzers and ample automatic weapone up to the 12. 7/mm
HMG. The suspected AA unit may have 37mm AAA guns. Most
units, Main and Local Forces, are estimated to be armed,
at least partially, with the new family of 7.62 weapons.
See Annex B for tabulation of enemy composition and

strength.

d. Reinforcements: Elements of the 325th PAVN
Division could be employed in a reinforcing role. There
have been persistent but unconfirmed reports of regimental
elements of the 325th PAVN Division located in I and
northern II Corps. The 2nd Battalion, 101st Regiment,
325th PAVN Division is confirmed in KONTUM Province.

4
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(1,) VC 11"1.': ie,'I <!:'i j!).l.l.Jtlljj i'$ l" ~~'rJ,'I:;' ,~G!I"! Pl'cvinotl inG1'6itJod dllrlT:~, tLan:.'" an 1 ,~y. '1:1 i ,'oil i ',(;;, lvn,: 
re~o:rlir'"d in Feb"~'~'l'Y. rr j'l t~, ,Hl ~ll;:'d T~'iB jr. Ql',\NC 
TIN J:r'-,villee l"on'9.ill at tU,.')t.a,)t..1I11v J.Jl • ',II,~~ J')\'.:>1 
rcco.l::l..,(i each mOI.th Of .. 1~ 1',1..1'$', '~I'I',l~ndpr 'Ill'].!'..",'; ,,01'~"', 
there w-as a drop in va iuitia.ted lto;.1 "U.Y (llll'ii"~ AV'H .. 1965. 

(:~) 1,'hfJ:ca havtI been l!Ulli.,r<h;~i ";porL; "l 
Jil X'i;e IJO unit lllovenwnts. HallY of tho"o JW)116iW:Q'Jld;1 bin'l) not bean confirmed, a.s the alleged ltcUv5.l;y /)c:(:Uf t'(,rl :'1)) 
aroas ot wn'.'! limitod tICGfH.'IS. H.apc)rt.b :!ht<l.udo }'.·i~umJ~( 
vi' tl16m~,mtB 01.' the VC third R6g,i..rJ.len~.~ nbrJllI11)~ b.';lt;(!d in 
PllU YEN Provinc.6 J arid al1';)th(~r mddent.:lfled 1',!g;n"t;ntcd . . 1ize unit aJJ,egodl,y 1'lrtood wHh 106mI'll ffi( (l~f.Ji::j: d U,e.1 I, 

'l';1(~ recant deplojl1MnL of largeVC j'r:.,r·;::uj :In t h(1 ilIr'ull 
w".;jt, of eml lAI may La :f.n l.l.rltlcipnt,1.:m of. 'i-llt: j\',:VN hlliiltll 
oj') ;::.rat.ion ~,.nt,o the 1.)0 XA tn'ell, Approxhll\t(:dy A pd .... l~ ,y ~ ennh Yell.%' o:inc$ 1961, th6 ARVt~ h~HI mmlt'J an 1ncurf~:I "It I 
into the DO XA Ilroa. 

(,;) Deapitet tho ropol"t(:d pr~IUIXI' f;l lH' Ill< 'J['" 
I'll:nts of manY' Lattnli,on o:i?'Jo 1J.I1it-e, t,h\u .. ~ hllu t)(h';n OIl:.:' 
()],t~ f3ignificant oont.l;l.ct w:l.th V(} l14dn Forl."t' el€,Wlliit,-:l elm ;1.n;; the last thir'ty clays. On 21 April 1965, nn EII,tirrli,ted two battalions of the VO lot Jtegiment routed 11 fOlI!' Mf.t: . .]iUlI A'f.m foree. The VO continue tCl ilv(;d,d (H'IIt,a("t·,.,j j h t.:i' 
ror;ulal':' AHVN forces unless it is AllVN h.itJJ:!.ttrd. 

(it) VO emphasis appears t,Q 1)(1 rhre:,'I.ud i'li, 
solective assaasination and k:l(bllJ.pp:i.rlg of GVN h,.,nl,:t md 
vi) uLge offjcialfJ in areas where GVN :!r.ii;lenC( :i$ I~ 'lim 
to VG axploita.t.ion. RVN parantilitary j'(lrces a.Pl'e~~· t.o '!, 
U1C target of VC barasuing fires and emIl}} 6CI~)~ Cltt8C} H 
and ambushes. 

f. Peculiarities and Wepknes8f:s: 'l'heJC ..;~' ~ ·.r~ 
Central Highlands continue to fo11ow U."J :::oJ'JE:r~'a, OL'gHJ).L~~· 
tion and tactical doct.rine of guerr'illil "lre8d" ~'h6 IrU,i', 
f'nr:i.OUI3 weakness is considered that. of 10g:1 ct1 (':,:~ Si.lPpV'!., 
for aus'tt'\ined combat opel'ations. rml'ti:: lib.:l:'1y ~'~I' llill to\' i; J , 
W'LlCh to date j has bee a c;apturcd or coertJy fil:l ),\':;['(") r, i} 
the nnv. The logistica.l needs jn the form of t'"xi, c I r1 i.: 1,\, 

';'WH.flJ' and transportatjon would pI'ob.~bly be fT' nidll': 't i 
the populat.ion under VC control. A ~e ond "rep ':, 1·:.H~1; 
the time involved in 'm 'ill('.rrli,'(j~ the~r .<tV ~d, ./: 5.':" 
dota:;]" to in.-::Jude sEmd t~d;\e ('i:err.:i:li'\f' ,'. j" (, " 
n:,hearsaJ of a p:r'ol'ol,ed ~lt,t(";k and t :)(1 :i' f.'~",. 1 l. : 
the p1am; mee i,lre tttttll.~k PI',g:i.:-)5. 
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e. Recent and Present Acti ti.b

(1) VC invision incidents in QTANG NG/1
Province increased during March an? April from the love.recorded in February. t... and incidents in QUANOTIN Province remain at substantcally in time leval
recorded each month of line first, ca ender hoveverthere was a drop in VC initiated activity during April,
1965.

(2) There have been numerous reports 00
large VC unit movements. Many of these movements have
not been confirmed, as the alleged activity occurred in
areas of very limited access. Reports Include presenceof elements of the VC third Regiment, normally based inPHU YEN Province, and another unidentified regimentalsize unit. allegedly armed with 106mm recoilDess rifles.
The recent deployment of large VC forces in the area
west of CHU LAI may be in anticipation of the AR:NN annual
operation into the DO XA area. Approximately April - May,
each year since 1.961, the ARVN has made an incursion
into the DO XA area.

(3) Despite the reported presence are move-
ments of many battalion size units, there has been oneone significant contact with VC Main Force elements duringthe last thirty days. On 21 April 1965, an estimated two
battalions of the VC lot Regiment routed a four battalion
ARVN force. The VC continue to avoid contact with the
regular ARVN forces unless it is AHVN initiated.

(4) VC emphasis appears to be directed ai.
selective assassination and kidnapping of GVN hamlet aid
village officials in areas where GVN inflance is & ban
to VC exploitation. RVN paramilitary forces appear to in
the target of VC harassing fires and small scale attach
and ambushes.

f. Peculiarities and Weaknesses: The JC of the
Central Highlands continue to follow the genera. organizetion and tactical doctrine of guerrilla forces. The most
serious weakness is considered that of legistical supportfor sustained combat operations. particularly WAY material,
which to date, has been captured or covertly delivered for
the DRV. The logistical needs in the form of food, clothing,shelter and transportation would probably be funished by
the population under VC control. A se : ond weekness
the time involved in VC planing their Attack in 11.00
detail, to include sand table exercises and
rehearsal of a proposed at tock and the i
the plans once the attack orgins.

5
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( ") ~"NI'HV CA"'AB'Il" I~''''~'S AfID t'rr)'",' 'J"~.' 'i"" ~,lo l.~ _al"U. rt\." " J.,1...L' ... .J. ~ .. ~ ~, .. 
.. -.--.... ------~--- ..... ,~ .. -

El. Att!l.{l: 'I'l!! J:r'~pose('. m!u IJ.I J'irf,eJI', em:(,loyirl;:~ 
n for'c( of up 1,0 ttr'~3 regiment,. rewfc:'cc7l by tilE' l.(:·,~l 

and guerrllla fore, s, 

b" Arnbu~l. '::r1~lldly l'ec~ru1(.h'lll.n, e r~jt.· ,)). ~ C1 
mob: le(,!B.ction f !'f' ,}S f.lcmg t,,,~ likely '\, e IUOS of ,p "t'~~cr 
wiU,l ~llrce Ofuf 111 one reinf(Jreod l'e~:ll'le/,t nt a til 3 
and pl1 ~e of t,hei.::, C",Qosing. 

e. Defend. j heir base And aSBeJl',tl-:l arGE s wit), a 
force o:'J.iJ to one "e gj.ment. reildorced. 

d. l>-e·fend im'l 00 XII. area arId li.ll,L1<ila1'1:;e '6 M; ,·5 
with a:~orce oill!) 10 two l'egimenta reil.f<...'{\ )d .. 

e. Incre'ase the tempo of va acthity :h QU/.N:r 
TIN and QUANG NGAI PI~ovin::JE!6 to ieolate th( pr('TI()s(~d 
Qirbase~ Province Capitals, and district t:Jwne. ' 

f. Withdra.'i t.o the mountainous ba,sa are., 8. 

5, (C) .Q.QiJ,gWSIONSf: That: 

a. The VO will continue to spr"ad their infLuen,e 
in the QUAm TIN-QUANJ. NGAI area, oor.etT".lct and hlprr:,,ra 
t.he1r defens8a ,9 and create a more hostile environrnenr irt 
the. proposed area of .t'riendly deplo;ysneni.. 

b. The en«ny may oonduct assl,1l1t"s b~, f'J 1'U (,r 

probing attacks during the initial trt.ar,eB of est,~blibt1:i.nE 
the b$Mhead. 

c ~ Friendly reconnaiss8nce patrols along) 1keJ' 
avenues of eneJI\Y approaoh into the OHU LAl a,r.ea. wi.) I be 
subject to va runhuahGf.'I. The ambush is II ffl.vori,te td,(jtjC 

of the va as l.t, 'flrl be pla "~d tor end J nHl.a:~ed at VC 
pleasllre. Th:~:::' ~i,:'J5h("od cf Ie a.mbU91·,,"~' of t'rlonrltt tor!( 
is hiehor dUl'iri.C, thd .uu.,,;uLl stages (ffl'iendl~r cL; )lOYJ 91 

before friendly [,.rces gai.n intirna.t~ kll(IW~IJ:dgo cf,ho 
te:r.cain. 

, d. The pC' SIJ ill l.Uty of a hl. .. ~e sMle g~' Ii:nd :!t;\. 
demonstrRting VC drtennination t,o dip r-edit 10T<'I:.$ of 
allied nation:,) ehol,ld ' ·ot be ,iiso( .1i11. ("i. A~:_t::\'ugh ( ll.l~s ' 
ad unlikoly, t.he 70 may c(mn;ie,r tJ,El !lcav, 1')LilOf:' tr~y \>'i."d:l 

DECLASSIFIED 

, 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

4. (s) ENGMY CAPABILITIES AND Ligitations:

a. Attach: the proposed CHU I.I.I Airfield employing
a force of up to three regiments reinforced by the Local
and guerrilla forc. 8.

b. Ambusl. friendly reconnissin e patrol. a
mobile reaction f ... Along t. likely lieues of :p manch
with 1 force of up to one reinforced re ;iment at a ti
and place of their choosing.

c. Defend their base and assembly areas with a
force O: up to one regiment reinforced.

d. Defend the DO XA area and 'S M -5
with a force of up to two regiments reinfered

e. Increase the tempo of VC activity in QUANG
TIN and QUANG NGAI Provinces to isolate the proposed
airbase, Province Capitals, and district towns.

f. Withdraw to the mountainous base are s.

5. (c) CONCLUSIONS: That:

a. The VC will continue to spread their influence
in the QUANG TIN-QUANG NGAI area. construct and impro re

their defenses, and create a more hostile environment in
the proposed area of friendly deployment.

b. The enemy may conduct assaults by fire or
probing attacks during the initial stages of establishing
the beachead.

C. Friendly reconnaissance patrols along likel
avenues of enemy approach into the CHU LAI area will be
subject to VC ambushes. The ambush is a favorite tactic
of the VC as it an be pla ned for and initiated at VC
pleasure. The 2 Kelihood of JC ambushes of friendly for 36

is higher during the minual stages if friendly debloys 81

before friendly forces gain intimate knowledge of he
terrain.

d. The possibility of a lare scale ground att

demonstrating VC determination to discredit forces of
allied nations, should not be disco united. Although cons
ed unlikely, the 70 may cons ier the heav. losses they would

6
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~>ltfi'ol' to lie Horth the :L~Ol:d;.i(;J. t·;\0t.ic",~t rlJ r3p1,lY of 
strength and -11bueq1H.mt pl~ychologl.cl'\l vic tory [ll(t(mg Ultj 

populaGe t.hroughout the HVN. 

n. Should. 'thE: NJel11,y doticle t,,; eX~.'J·" :J.~;O h:i . .8 

capald.:U.ty tD nttucJ, tho 11.51'oosa,. he would. Hot expoet. 
t.o hold the obJoctive fr)'( M\!'G than f:"ew hourI:>. l'tJe 
ellc:ny :l.G 1irrtlted in hi~3 capacity for c'mtrol of o'u,ject;jYeo 
by logi:>tic and fire support. prolJlems MId VU111OJ.'cl,l:Jil:tt.y 
to ai1' stniccG. 

f. Tho 11keJth ll(.d 0;' ,) l~.rge VC att.ack during 
the oj njt,1.,,:.' -.1:"f.',CS ;::f' l.a,,(ins .;; ~;orwilt(J1'ed l'emote.. 'Jih" 
ve . " .:lL·,] J;1:'ijn:i.nf~ .an ,d .. teLc" In det,dl sugg<lsts thl.B 
woulel jJC l, I!e dune. 

~ 

r ~\f!l~~~~~W~~il 
-
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suffer to be worth the initial tactical display of
strength and subsequent psychological victory among the
populace throughout the RVN.

e. Should the enemy decide to exercise his
capability to attack the airbase, he would not expect
to hold the objective for more than a few hours. The
enemy is limited in his capacity for control of objectives
by logistic and fire support problems and vulnerabilityto air strikes.

f. The likelihood of 9 large VC attack duringthe initial stages of laking is considered remote. The
VC of planning an attack in detail suggests this
would noi be done.
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ANNEX A TO INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE NO. 1
DISPOSITION AND ORDER OF BATTLE
SCALE: 1:500,000
1 MAY 1965

70
IJ

UNCLASSIFIED
U/1

Ll.

U/1

QUANG TIN PROVINCE
u

TAM KY
U/1

60/1 SOUTH CHINA SEA

TIEN PHUOC U/1

LY TIN DUNC

QUAT80 1 111
BAYV CHU

11

1u 90
V 1

HAU DUC
400

V30 GD 0
BINH SON

31

93 V TRA BONGSM

V34 52
SON TINN

V "DO XA"40

@ QUANG
V506 NGAI

20 TU
NGHLTA

V32 NGHIA

HANH
QUANG NG/J PROVINCE MO DUCSON HA

38
o

MINh LONG

BA TO
11 97 2E 9593 22300 V2
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ANNEX B 'lD IN'lELLIGENCE ES'l'IMATE: NO. 1 

j;RUVI,NCf.: 

(~uang N gai HQ MR-5 

Quang 'J..'in 

V-30/V,ad 00 (MF) 

V-~l/V 518 00 (:t-!F) 

V"32/V Ren Co (MF) 

V-'J3/V 8M Co (l1F) 

V-34/V Sapper Co (MF) 

V .. 40/V AA Co (MIt') 

506/V Engr co/an (MF) 

ro/V Ri£la En (MJ!') 

lst/V Regt (JviF) 
(6 Supt Cos) 

6oth/ls t Bn (l4F) 

8Oth/lst Bn (MF) 

9O/lst Bn (}lIF) 

I£)CATION -- .... 

Do Xa Bounded by: See Sub Units 
(BS06,BS26, BS29 
am BS09) 

1)0 Xa 

BTC) 

B'I'l2 

BT40 

DECLASSIFIED 

Lt Auto Wpn.a 

Radio 

l,t Aut,Q Wpn~l 

l,t Aut.o 'WpnB 

Pion.e $1' /lJ(IIn() 

20tlWJ .AA M G 
1:~",7jA)m M }1G 

Auto Wpne 

2.XSlrtilll Mort 
• 6x6Omm", Mort 

/.j.x5 ?!I)m RR 
Auto Vipns 

Soe Sub Un:i:La 

3xSlmm. Mort 
6x60llJltt Nort 
6x57mrn RR 
Auto \'}pna 

6x.81!1lHl MOi:' t, 
3x57mm HR 
?x60mIn. MO:t't. 
Aut.o Wpns 

2:xSlmlYl Mort 
6x6c~mll. }.1ort, 
3x.S'?Dmi fin 
Au.t~() Wpm; 

'700(Est t d.) 

75 

90 

rIO 

60 

'75 

150 

510 

(450) 

I 
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ANNEX B TO INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE NO. 1

COMPOSITION AND STRENGTH OF MAJOR UNITS

PROVINCE UNIT LOCATION STRENGTHWEAPONS

Quang Ngai 700(Est'd)HQ MR-5 Do Xa Bounded by: See Sub Units
(BS06, BS26, BS29
and BS09)

V-30/V Gd Co (MF) Do Xa It Auto Wpna 75

V-31/V Sig Co (MF) Radio 90

V-32/V Rcn Co (MF) Lt Auto Wpns 70

V-33/V SM Co (MF) 60It Auto Wpns

V-34/V Sapper Co (MF) Pioneer/Demo 75

V-40/V AA Co (MF) 15020mm AA MG
12.7mm AA MG

506/V Engr Co/Bn (MF) Auto Wpns 150+

20/V Rifle Bn (MF) 2x81mm Mort 510
6x60mm Mort
4x57mm RR
Auto Wpna

lst/V Regt (MF)Quang Tin SC Quang Tin See Sub Unita 2,185
(6 Supt Cos)

60th/lst Bn (MF) (400)BT03 3x8lmm Mort
6x60mm Mort
6x57mm RR
Auto Wpns

80th/lst Bn (MF) (575)BT12 6x81mm Mort
3x57mm RR
?x60mm Mort
Auto Wpns

90/1st Bn (MF) BT40 (450)2x81mm Mort
6x60mm Mort
3x57mm RR
Auto Wpns

807-65 EDDAVE
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70th/Quang 'I'in (LF) 

Qus.ns l,gai 2d./V ltegt (MF) 
(6 8upt Co8) 

9Jrd/2d Bn (HF) 

95th/2d Bn (m') 

97th/2d lin (Hi") 

300th Wpns/2d fin (Mt') 

DECLASSIFIED 

BT2.3 

Thi Xl!. 5£'d/C,!uang Ngai (LF) t:1J':/1 

Thi Xa 38th/(~1l.ang Ngaj (LF) 0065 

a Local Cos 5 Local PH,s 

Quang Tin- U II Bn 

Quang Ngai u/r an 

U/l Un 

U/I All UnH. 

\'let::t vi Chu 109.1. 

West of Ohu l.ai 

Wesi:. (if Chu Lai 

DECLASSIFIED 

!1!t!t~!i 

2(?).<'15ulAJ How 
~~ ( ? ) x75mrn Ita 
6xHlnffi! l-1ort 
/.jx6Cm Mort. 
5x5'/1lltlI HR 
Unk.xAA MG 

lx8lmm l-iort. 
J4x60urll Mor'~ 
5»1G 
1:1':5 'fUll'!! F!.R 
1mt-o \'/1'nl' 

Unit 

4x8.l.1mr1 Hod. 
8x60uw }'lort 
4.x5 '"tUl!n HR 
4xHMG 
Auto Wpns 

Unk 

Unk1l7;')1.!m! HO\~ 
Ullkx?,L'tlTll m~ 
tlxttlnllit }Ij,()l't 

:'~x57Ihlt< HR 
2.x12 (1UlCll HMG 

JX8lJlU11 I~Ol·t 
2K6CA1utI Mox,t 
2,.-571tlln .Ft.H. 
2.x:lit-:G 

)x81mrn !Iort 
Z'>}.{).fI!1i Marl 

Unk 

Unk 

S TIU1;N (~tu 

2]0 

325± 

(576) 

;no 

400i 

400i 

'-PO.!: 

I 

/' 
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PROVINCE UNIT STRENGTHLOCATION WEAPONS

400th Wpns/1st Bn (4) 2102(?):775ma HowB121
2(?)x75mm RR
6x81mm Mort
4x60mm Mort
5x57/um RR
UnkxAA MG

70th/Quang Tin (LF) BT23 1x81mm Mort 325+
4x60un Mort
5xMG
1x57m RR
Auto Wpne

(mang Ngai 2d/V Hegt (MF) 2,460SC Quant legal Seu Sub Unite
(6 Supt Cos)

93rd/2d Bn (MF) (576)BS63 Unk

95th/2d Bn (MF) BS83 4x81mm Hort
8x60mm Nort
4x57um RR
4xHMG
Auto Wpns

97th/2d Bn (MF) (544)RS82 Unk

300th Wpns/2d En (MF) (350)HS43 Unkx75uam How
Unkx75mm RR
4x8 imm Mort
2x57nd RR.

2x12.7um HMG

Thi Xa 52d/Quang Ngai (LF) ES57 3x81mm Mort 270
2x60mm Mort
2x57mm RR
2xHMG

Thi Xa 38th/Quang Ngai (LF) BS65 3x81um Mort 380
2x60mm Mort

8 Local Cos 5 Local Plts BSS3 to B760 lit Auto Wpns 920

Quang Tin- U/I Bn West of Chu Lai Unk 400+

U/1 BnQuang Ngai West of Chu Lai Unk 400+

U/I Bn West of Chu lai link 400+

U/I AAA Unit 3'man AAA (Uncont)West of Chu lai Unk

R-2
UNU
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, D'l!1D __ 1ttR!Ut ... ..,.'.CXIIUD, ~ 
!PO SaD 1rauc1.100 9624) . 
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, ,,6 Jta1J 1'" .. 

Ret, !a) Map Series L701 Scale 1ISO,OOO eheets 6852 I n m lV.' 68$1 I IV, 
• b) CCIIUSMlCV 10llahOZ ., 6S (Proo~. tor I.:I.D oOUDt!7) " . 

c) CQtUfIIAOV .27081)ZApI'1l 6S. (Rul.. ot .. .-t ~ Opera\'laa 
Proeed1lNe to" IIaI'1De Jet .lUaratt in SVI) , 

. (d) camacv 1600Soz ~rU ,65 (UtU1satioa ot 'SI .Aircraft 1.11 191) 
(e) OCIIUBCV 1512S0Z (Rules ot ...... nt. tor 0r01mCl Oo.t Poroea) 
(t) OCIID_OV 0402l&SZJul,. 6S 

'. 

1. KlA.Cl!OI~"~IJ{c~~D Vs:lt.~CG,n eo',·' d.iiftlo tOre .. to ke temI1.n. t&;'=- . (l~" rpe, -,.. 'I . , 
1JI area ,or, Qa1 IbOD 1D o!'der' to, reDder ocilba t eupport. to ,lMIlP, &D4 ,to 
p~ aeovi V ,tor the a1rt1eld" port,' lolletic taci11 ti .. and VS :'8VfIp01"t.t.As 
fiUltatlaUOJll aga1net at.tack. ' " . 

2'. OPIRA1l0.Bs. 

a.Copoept. 

(1) Phase I, Seour.l.tl of Baee 'I'M. 
(.) Nol'Mll, ali AM ate vUl be vitb4raVD trca tbat aNa 

vb1ch 1e de,4pate4 and ~lI1gned 'al a liS ItIOVlt, area ol'faot.1cal ..... ot 
BupoDllbll:1t, ('lAOR). Coo~t.1oD with police,' ~l lPaf'O •• (Rr. ), 

PopuJ.ar roJ~e. (PF) in the area v1ll be .rt.ted thr'Ou&b an otficer 
~l!Il .. t.ed, bJ e,G, 11 Corpe.,· , 

. " .![b) , the ~ •• -!'eli. vUl OO~18t ot th~ _OMIt ••• ~"~"--'"'':''' 
vill be aareecl bet.veeD CO, m ., aDC! CO,. n Corp.. " ,." .. : ". , . 

" '., '.' , ; 1.. • clo88. in peI'1Mter a~d the d.rf1el.de ,OJ' othe~ 
.,.na" 1D.ta~t.101l. :to. preftDt. eabo ... or direct attack~' . 

,\.. ' . " .. 

2 . AD' 1rdoemefta ........ ed .one (SOl) .,..,ereblJ 
~.. 'ot! ' • 

01Jt, to- ,.rta, reqe. 
, \ 
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HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETMAM

APO San Francisco 96243

MACJ31 6 July 1965

SUBJECT: Letter of Instruction Governing Operations of Elements of the
III Marine Amphibious Force in the Qui Whom Area

7954
sis

Commanding GeneralTO:
III Marine Amphibious Force

Ref: (a) Map Series L701 Scale 1:50,000 sheets 6852 I II III IV, 6851 I IV
(b) COMUSMACV 101440z May 65 (Procedures for NOT in country)
(c) COMUSMACV 2708132 April 65 (Rules of Engagement and Operating

Procedures for Marine Jet Aircraft in SVN)
(d) COMUSMACY 160050z April 65 (Utilisation of USN Aircraft in RVN)
(e) COMUSMACV 1512502 (Rules of Engagement for Ground Combat Forces)
(f) COMUSMACV 0402452 July 65

1. MISSION: In coordination with CG II Corps, deploy forces to key terrain
in the area of Qui Nhon in order to render combat support to RVNAF and to
provide security for the airfield, port, logistic facilities and US supporting
installations against attack.

2. OPERATIONS:

a. Concept.

(1) Phase I: Security of Base Area.

(a) Normally all ARVN units will be withdrawn from that area
which is designated and assigned as a US security area or Tactical Area of
Responsibility (TAOR). Coordination with police, Regional Forces (RF),

Popular Forces (PF) in the area will be effected through an officer
designated by CG, II Corps.

(b) The base area will consist of three sones, whose traces
will be agreed between ca, III MAF and CG, II Corps.

1. A close in perimeter around the airfields or other
similar installations to prevent sabotage or direct attack.

2. An intermediate extended sone (TAOR) preferably
out to mortar range.

T

Enclosure(20)
TAB(2)
KNILOSUREL
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1. AD ouMrl .. (~ ."01) pN~b1J ..... 4D. 
out to ll&bt anur • .,. an .. aDd 00'1 ........ t liUl, afll. of all.-17 
aDd ...... ot .ttaok. 1.","11'8 pavolUDl.tt teke plao. lD tbi •. 
• 0.. " . 

, 

~~"L 
(a) Fo~ •• _blJ.lbaent of the bla. .tcnll"1 t:r area 1D 

Qui Hbcm, ud in. 010. ooordinatiOll with 0(1, II Ool'pa aDd 10081 amr 
OO.IDaN, tht :w: Mlr will iD1tlate ... ODD&1 • ...,. aDd ott._l,.. . 
operatiOll8 .r,a1nst va ba ... and toro... b •• will be ooDlwsted UDllat-
81'1111 In· ••• lly 1deDt1t1abl. !lOR's tro. Ibiob, tor ~ duration ot eacb 
operation, allRVRAP he ... been exoludtwl. bee operaUOIl. auld 
oODtrlbute to the aeoUJ'1ty ot tbe ba •• aNa, and .~ to pNYat _.al1na 
of eDlill1 tOl'Oea 'for surprl .. at_k on the baae area. 

(h) Dedpt10n and d.ua.AUOIl ot the •• TAOI •• vU1 be on 
.o ...... by..a ... baili. a. determlDld b, .. 00, XI Oorpl ill ooord!aat1on 
with the 00, m HlP. Selection. vUl be bued on .• ftilable 1ntel.l.1pDOe. 
AI tr;p&l"1aDD. .Id auoo.. ue. lI1ned 4.1 .e.. opet'&tiOil' 1D the ft1'1ou 
ba .. INU, •• 1eot101l ot the •• 'l'AOat ... ,.. de1.pted tb the III MAr 
ell •• nt Gel.lnd.- at Qui JlhOll 1n ooo.rd1taa~OD wUh IlIUM .ubord1nate .l_ntl 
ot II Corpe •• cled_ted b7 the CO thereot. ' . 

(0) Ifo .. nt to and troll ..... oa'lI will be OC)OJ"d1Dated 
vi th n Corpe and'1 til IUbordipate 81 •• \1. US acldaoJ:1 teau vU1 a,,,bt 
by a0tiDe .. ooabat l1a1eon ottiCeN. IJtVDr U-hon .pel'8oaDel IIWJt . 
UOOIIpIn7 'the III MAlI' UD1 til in order to 1»1Ov1_ 1dentU1oi.tl00 01. tr1endl, 
torcea aDd se a JleaDD of contact with aDli_Ut1catlOD ot c1v1Uanu. 

'. (d) A8 experience 18 ~, tbIi 800pe of the •• otten8iYe 
operat.10D.8 .7 be 1Dorea.ecl....t.Urp "it Ih.ould be poadbl. to etfect 
coordlDat1on bewe. III JIll QperatiQ. U.- ~OR ~th RVIlF:lD. adjacent 
but _rate aDd olearl,' det1ned moa.,i· ' . 

. ' i (e> ht1nal,tep in PbI"XX ,ie the oODduet o~ pre-
p]-.., ce.hl.Ded, m Ml,/lmIAP search "'~tro, operation.. Thea._, 
be ialtiaW by CO, IICoI'pI, by CO, ttl· *', 01' ... IIlcv/a., Hl&b CoMeact, ." ~ 
v1tb tbe OODOU'l'8DC. of a11'oo •• nderil i$vol'J8d. Ot ut.oat bIportanoe to 
tile .UOO8I.fu1 oOQduot of. oCllblned .~&D4 claatroy operation, 18 the 
DBtare Of the tactical plaItS. 1bq _to be •• dllpl.a. po.'81ble, v1th 
ollal'l1 cIetJ.Md aDd .. U; NOosD!ublt •• Vol t.tuu. lDtrioate t.l.re 
and ....... plan •• It be aY01dAtc1. , .. daWla of 301nt operaUoIl&l 
planrd", uad ocmduct Of O~~0D8 will toUow.the prooectvee outJ.1ned 
tor. ..... iw/NiCttoD o~ .. u.e di.oua.'; below. . 

, .' 
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An outer sone (extended TAOR) preferably extending3.
out to light artillery range and covering most likely areas of assembly
and avenues of attack. Aggressive patrolling must take place in this
sone.

(2) Phase II: Deep Patrolling.and Offensive Operations that
contribute to the security of the base area and serve to prevent massing
of enery forces for surprise attack on the base area.

(a) Following establishment of the base security area in
Qui Nhon, and in close coordination with 00, II Corps and local RVNAF
comanders, the III MAF will initiate reconnaissance and offensive
operations against VC bases and forces. These will be conducted unilat-

erally in easily identifiable TAOR's from which, for the duration of each
operation, all RVNAF have been excluded. These operations should
contribute to the security of the base area, and serve to prevent massing
of enemy forces for surprise attack on the base area.

(b) Designation and delineation of these TAOR'S will be on
a case-by-case basic as determined by the 00, II Corps in coordination
with the CG, III MAF. Selections will be based on available intelligence.
As experience and success are gained in these operations in the various
base areas, selection of these TAOR's may be delegated to the III MAF
element commander at Qui Nhon in coordination with such subordinate elements
of II Corps as designated by the CG thereof.

(c) Movement to and from the TAOR'S will be coordinated
with II Corps and its subordinate elements. US advisory teams will assist
by acting as combat liaison officers. 'RVHAF liaison personnel must
accompany the III MAF units in order to provide identification of friendly
forces and as a means of contact with and identification of civilians.

(d) As experience is gained, the scope of these offensive
operations may be increased. Eventually, it should be possible to effect
coordination between III MAF operations in one TAOR with RVMAF in adjacent
but separate and clearly defined TAOR's.

(e) The final step in Phase II is the conduct of pre-
planned combined III MAF/RVNAF search and destroy operations. These may
be initiated by CG, II Corps, by CG, III MAF, or by MACV/RVMAF High Command,
with the concurrence of all commanders involved. of utmost importance to
the successful conduct of combined search and destroy operations is the
nature of the tactical plans. They must be as simple as possible, with
clearly defined and easily recognisable control features. Intricate fire
and maneuver plans must be avoided. The details of joint operational
planning and conduct of operations will follow the procedures outlined
for reserve/resction operations discussed below.
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. . (a) m MA.r uzdtl riU. '".'41 oo •• t ... " ~ DlAr OD 
the bali. of o.-.tioMlooordilla\lors .... ts.cm. will ..... 117 be ill 

.• apport of I'ftfAr tozoa •• !.D aaDtao1; 14 til 1m ..., tOI'OI, .. the nquut 
at, and •• appZ'Ovlcl b,. th •. 00, :a eo.,..' . 

. . (b) ~n reae1pt at tbe.~1t tor 00II1:II1; 'Uppol"t~ the 
m IU ~..."t 0",.1" ADd .priDOip61· .'t Omoe"' tAU ..... to ti 
RVIll CP, Met Witb, their 'oppolit.e .......... aad joS.Du, ~ aD . 
o,.at1onl plan. Ape.ant OD the_Wl.of the opeN",-, _.. . 
objeoUm, t..t..., t1n wpport oootdiDlt4ai\, aOMUDioaUOft. aDlS """la, 
wlUbedeftlopacl aa tile plaDD!D, PNsN ... iII, • 

(0) Beoauee ot the ooordlat4on pl"Obl ... Mill t.he .~I 
ot a podt1ve oo..-nd oha1n ao~lUe.J IU_tl, t1; " ••• 14al1lblt 
1;he plan be dIIp~ aDd a"fOld oloa. al4 iDtH.oate ~ iIwolYiDI m . 
MAr aDd fRlP toroe., ancl tba t tbe.reM .. 810.. tactloal.tJlterdapeDdeDOe 
be~the two which would require pMdt •• -.outioa .t hI\tN 
operat1oul noee... 'lheretol'l,1t. i. lIpoJ'tant that 01Mr1, clet1.De4 
Bon .. aDd. objeot4 ... e, be u.s-peel vh1b~-.H, .... d117 1_tift.ablJt OD the 
srouncl aDd OD tb8 up. Bcnmdar1 •• , ...... u... aDd. o~ _.Vol .......... 
II18t be umd..takable and UIld8l'lwoclbtbctth co_Dde" .ael iheir atatt •• · 

, ~ .. 

(d) Once agre.meftt 1-. ft~he4, . uah cOlll8ll4er exeautea his ' 
portion at the plan. 'lbe oollEJdlrlfitd etttts NEin co-located 
thJrouabotlt that O(*Nt1on'1Daota1' a'pOlit'bltJ ae a m~ ... the,. retain 
,8Dlor aDd I"~,'~ibl.e repre,entatt ... it the combined cp. Colllll1D1catiODa 
will be .. tablilh~ betwe;u .t.he m lilt!' uDlte and adjao_t ImfAF'UDitil 
throqh the aMeon with thoee UDite who, aotiDg .8 ooab*t UaieoD 

.ot,t1ear., v1ll report pe.ition., actlon aDd 1ntelllpnce direetl,. to, the , 
m IIU' el.atDt cOllDl1der or. hi. "tatt • 

. (e) Supporting CJ"Ouncl1f'~ aDd air euppori 1d.U be. 
oloeelJ ·coottollecl 1n order to ayo1d tu. on tr1eDdl, po,ltiooso 1 fire 
8L1ppori, Coord1DaUon Center (rsoc).· le d4allrab1e aDd, it eilitabl11hed, win 

.', 

be • ~Nt:b. UDdeJ"tlki n,.. In h ...... ot an FlJlO. tbe control ot 
f1ru beOa.. a prOble of eatabl1eb1d1 ael Updattng DO ... U,.. l1Dee. 1be 
_baalt ot An wppon and ~n WMt 01 all" ~ .. t be aattQlpated.~J.~'"'' 

b. CoordJ.pat4M Instructiona. 

(1) V1*_"* 'l1a11OD p8NOftD6t will be pl'OV1484. at battal10n 
1.-..1 ud nth art1l1eJ'1 untte a. MO .... r, to 1dentiiJ and preveat tiring 
oai fI'1eac1l¥.. o1't1lJ.aDe 0I't01'O.... ...., :.rtort 'Will be _da to prov1cle VB 
11aiaOll· peNoDDel. wi til OOllpim1es op .... tirta •• parate11~ . 
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(3) Phase III: Reserve and Reaction Forces in Coortination with
RVNAF (Phase I and II Continue).

(a) III MAF units will provide combat support to RYNAF on
the basis of operational coordination. Operations will generally be in
support of RVNAF forces in contact with an enery force, upon the request
of, and as approved by the CG, II Corps.

(b) Upon receipt of the request for combat support, the
III MAF element commander and principal staff officers will move to the
RVNAF CP, meet with their opposite numbers and jointly develop an
operations plan. Agreement on the details of the operations, such as
objectives, times, fire support coordination, communications and signals,
will be developed as the planning progresses.

(c) Because of the coordination problems and the absence
of a positive comsand chain controlling all units, it is sesential that
the plan be simple and avoid close and intricate maneuver involving III
MAF and RVNAF forces, and that there be no close tactical interdependence
between the two which would require predise execution of insure
operational success. Therefore, 1t is important that clearly defined
sones and objectives be assigned which are readily identifiable on the
ground and on the map. Boundaries, phase lines and other control measures
must be unmistakable and understood by both commanders and their staffs.

(d) Once agreement is reached, each commander executes his
portion of the plan. The commanders and staffs remain co-located

throughout the operation insofar as possible; as a minimum they retain
senior and responsible representatives at the combined CP. Communications
will be established between the III MAY units and adjacent RVNAF unite
through the advisors with those units who, acting as combat liaison

officers, will report positions, action and intelligence directly to the
III MAF element commander or his staff.

(e) Supporting ground weapons and air support will be
closely controlled in order to avoid fire on friendly positions. h Fire

Support Coordination Center (FSCC) is desirable and, if established, will
be a cooperative undertaking. In the absence of an FSCC the control of
fires becomes a problem of establishing and updating no-fire lines. The

exchange of fire support and common use of air support must be anticipated.

b. Coordinating Instructions.

(1) Vietnamese lisison personnel will be provided at battalion
level and with artillery units as necessary to identify and prevent firing
on friendly civilians or forces. Every effort will be made to provide VNN
liaison personnel with companies operating separately.
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(2) III MAr C10II .A.1r fbpPOl't will be a.ploJllll UDder the 

proolduree of ret8Nno •• (c) and (d). ' 

(3) CQ, III.', w1'l1 report tbaNaCl1De •• ot them MU' eo.bat 
element at Qui bll, to Intel' Pha,e IX aDd m. 

(4) III NU' un1tfJ &c,tual17 enppd 111 operat:1oDl ap1nat the 
VO/DEfV wiU haft tint pnor!. tr oall. ora the 010 .. Air ~I"t NIJOuroe. 
ot the let Mal'1M A:1roratt WLna aDd obI' US air unite •• required. 

(5) m., and b:l.a eubordinlte oOllllllMera are aot NIPODe1ble' 
tor the rural NOonstructioll ot their aNU, tbouah oin.o action, pa1Oho­
loSloal wartare aot.1.v1tJ.oe, and l».telU.,.,e actinU •• tl1at contr.1bGte to 
l"Uftl NOOIUSt:ruotJ.on a1"8 encouraged. All auch 118a811l'e1 .hould be ooord1-' 
Dated w.t.tJl V1etnamese oivil or ld.lital7 authoritie8, tbl"OUlh VS oounter­
parte where appropr1a te. 

(6) In the event ot Q civil dillta:rbanoe w1th1n a .BOa, the m 
HAl' UDlt- oomand.er will hnediate17 not.ifJ tba nearest o1.v:U or II1Uta17 
author!. UBI!! and attmrpt to arraup tor looa1 toro • ., to quell tbe 
cl18tu.rbaDl8.. It such alAstane. 111 Dot a"a1labll, or unt.1.1 it amvel, 
the mHlF unit will take appropriate t:>all1ve 01" acti ...... sure. to 
detend 1tselt and the raoiU.1ii:~ it 18 charged with detenUDg. 

(?) ,In accoroanee with the provisions ot reterena. (e)a 

(a) ca, In MAF i8 directed to inform MA.OV 211 ho\U'8 ill 
amMe ot their proposed search and destroy opera.t1one .'lIOOlated. with 
the general detens8 of Qui Nhon. 

(b) ca, III MAF is directed to obtain approval ot COlUSMAOV 
tor aDJ ottensive search and dee troy operations in areae whioh ~" not 
UlOCiated with the general defenfJEt ot Qu1 Nhon. 

(0) ec.b1ned planning tor the cOlllld Ulent 01 the m MAr. 
elem8Dt at Qui Nhon in the resene reaction role ehouldlO. forward. with 
Vietaamese n Corps Oo.ander. m HAr cOJ&b&t elomtmte .,. be ccard.tted 
on the approval of COMUSMAOV only it requested by CO, ARVN II Corpe and 
when Am resert'88 have been cOlllllJitted or are not available. 

(4) In order to :reach a COlll'llOr'l understandiDg OD those areas 
which are resarded as a threat to Qu.1 NIlan, 00 In HAP' su'tll1 t to MlCV 
Owrla,8 1Dd1eating the Qui Nhon primary 1l\.OR and ~e larger -tactical 
zone which include. VC baees and conoentretion areas which are regarded 
u a potential threat to the. base areas. In this. tactioal, 1l0lle, .operatioDs 
wouldbca conducted ill lull ad"'!8llce ooordinatiOll with 00, II Corps. 
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III MAF Close Air Support will be employed under the(2)
procedures of references (c) and (d).

(3) CO, III MAF, will report the readiness of the III MAF Combat

element at Qui Nhon, to enter Phase II and III.

III MAF units actually engaged in operations against the
(4)

VO/DRV will have first priority call on the Close Air Support resources
of the lot Marine Aircraft Wing and other US air units as required.

III MAF and his subordinate commanders are not responsible(5)
for the rural reconstruction of their areas, though civic action, psycho-

logical warfare activities, and intelligence activities that contribute to

rural reconstruction are encouraged. All such measures should be coordi-

nated with Vietnamese civil or military authorities, through US counter-

parts where appropriate.

(6) In the event of a civil disturbance within a TAOR, the III
MAF unit commander will immediately notify the nearest civil or military
authorities and attempt to arrange for local forces to quell the

disturbance. If such assistance is not available, or until it arrives,
the III MAF unit will take appropriate passive or active measures to

defend itself and the facilities it is charged with defending.

(7) In accordance with the provisions of reference (e):

(a) CG, III MAF is directed to inform MACV 24 hours in

advance of their proposed search and destroy operations associated with

the general defense of Qui Nhon.

(b) CG, III MAF is directed to obtain approval of COMUSMACV

for any offensive search and destroy operations in areas which are not

associated with the general defense of Qui Nhon.

(c) Combined planning for the commitment of the III MAF

element at Qui Nhon in the reserve reaction role should go forward with

Vietnamese II Corps Commander. III MAY combat elements may be committed

on the approval of COMUSMACV only if requested by CG, ARVN II Corps and

when ARVN reserves have been committed or are not available.

(d) In order to reach a common understanding on those areas

which are regarded as a threat to Qui Nhon, CG III MAF submit to MACV

overlays indicating the Qui Nhon primary TAOR and the larger tactical

zone which includes VC bases and concentration areas which are regarded
as a potential threat to the base areas. In this tactical sone, operations

would be conducted in full advance coordination with ca, II Corps.

UNGLASSWAY
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a.. 'Jlu~ 'l'lt' '19 el.t.llIJont lar~d1ni lilt Qui Nhi)n \<1111 pas. to operat1orlal 
oontrol 01 OO~t1SMAOV \tl'XH'1 elSiabl~,~Zlt €H,hf>r'I~h It "Ul in t11m bt 
pl1lled t.o tho OP(.1·f'1~:I.(\l\~.Al ooi\trbl ot ca, III l·UI.]!'. ' 

b-, Alii u rMI,i/(:,nx' .. ,j' ~Joli<l1, tJ~l ll'o:roel!l \<IHl not W plaQed UQc111l" the 
oOllllll1nd of "UifJd C OJlllil'lt,.,dtrlJ nox' 1.' tb. CMl vraparod to ",oept the ,. 
operational (I()nt4'ol t:~j' US aosews. HOW81\HH'JI W,II N.Vlotion S.I DOt 
intended to prH(.,l\u1{~ the t.mpoX'a17 tAotioal dlr08otion ot11l rore .. br 
aVRA~ coonarld(~,l'f\ ~l.mitiI1' p~4rt1~ttl.tAx· oirO\W1eIt&rW(~1!I "0 wa~tin, or 1Ibe 
IfJIIPONt")' t(w,t .. :l (Iii.] dttOCltJ.(tll ('If. JtVNAli' by OH (.lOi\t"'IQ~l(lf!ll'. ~.r dllilar 
oirowutarl(J(ltlt( 'Whfi,n t'tLr~;\'UAl1y agl'Ged by the I~Pl)X'{JI).T'3.8.te d.-.ndel'l. Hatters 
ot th10 n~t,\u·f.1 wh:~~~h OfJ.nnot be r.eeoJ.v(.~d b)l 1'Jlllh(,ll'd1n.aw tiS oOJlUlldenl will 
be rttterN<! to COHlI:~tA(J\r. 

o. ''l'h& \)fMJio (HmMJpt u~ldt:ll"lrl.ng (JoJl/ilUuJ,\l l'OJ,atJ.oD.lJtween the 00, 
XII MAr un<l co." 11 (;CIX'P~ I :11 (me ot oOIl'bat Itupport ill ... tual .IU" 
interest ot bOtJl (I{)l'QI'J<~ndf:j. 0101581 and'r,J1tu.11 CQurdiutJpl ~ OOOPINt1on 
i ..... ntial. to tJu~ OtlOne~l.'I of thh ~on(i.J.'t.. ',' ,:h, , 

I' i' 

d. NQt1OJ;II~l c:oroollM,m! :lnte¢ tI, 1d,U be lIu:Lt1'lJdl1ted at .U: ~.ftliS~ 
" '.'" ' 

•• t.lhe&mJ.Ol' Adv:l.llor .. II 00l"'1)"~ and all other MA.C'~II~tctue, 
,.t all l8l'ele, wlll ooot1nuo til. sir' 1ll",,1011 of addcfII, , ••• $r.,_.and 
operats.oaal INpport <>t RVNAf uwlw diNct~OD or OQlIJl)_V~; .. "'~ a~"'1017 
tit .. will ."8UJS8 liaieon Nlporis1tdU ty ~. the co, m'., land, Id" : , 
nbordlDate tOro88, &fJ reqdred and diNtst.ed. 1.y OOMUfII1CV~ , ' 

4. 1lIRR.9!.. '!lIE _~!!.!!'J~HE III MUl' YJ1.!.!I.J~tT!. .', ... 
a. The 8LF ~OIlimanc1.e.r and 00 m MAl' ax-. allowed tbe:>"id.eet 18t.ltude 

1ft, ett..,tmg a ml:t,r in pl.aoe, as oool'd1uUld. with CO U';~i'p, and" eft' 76. 

),,' 

,,'.,' ..... ~ Ie" 76 NGF and C',AS reeotU'C .. ha~ bmm l.de e:vaiURe to, ~Oft~ this 
~t of- the SLF by, elE.\m~Hte ot TV 79, 8b.baeQUtmtl1 m 11.,. . , ..... ~~.'~""'.: 

" ,""'~"'''''''' 

.o, '0.. lIIum C(mlpll."Jt(;,ly ;<;'t:Uevod at»:! tl$i &i:.i.\'.lsd ilY' 0'1';' 76 ,and CoHo_OV. 
the ,~lo equa!h"Ou e<Nha:rked 1.n the '(.ISS :two srra will 1·.1111) "n the riciDity 
of Qd1 Jfhol1 to prcIV:ld!:l hl(l1i.ao,pter B'tlPPOX't" . . 

;~: :" 4. X- this l:~(.~gf.~rd.8" <Hl, ~II .r shoul.d illfo1"tl OOMQSHA.CV .az.Ueet ot 
"l';'t"I": ': ....... teasab1Utr of.' l.and:lng a separate and (U.ec;thlC~'; lUtlloopter sqWltlrori 

"(".', <J~ o,,-.:,e1efIente thereof.!" fJ.)(.(!!lu.dv6 of the 3~, 1:1.1 pl'O'rlde ~lloopter support ..... ;~.~.:'IIlF c1.-t .at ~ »h~ fMOO©~~~$Mm:.~\ . 
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(e) NGF will be fired in support of the III MAF element at
Qui Nhon in accordance with reference (b).

3. COMMAND RELATIONS:

a. The TF 79 element landing at Qui Nizon will pass to operational
control of COMUSNACV upon establishment ashore. It will in turn be
passed to the operational control of CG, III MAF.

b. As a matter of policy, US Forces will not be placed under the
command of allied commanders nox is the OVN prepared to accept the
operational control of US commanders. However, this restriction is not
intended to preolude the temporary tactical direction of US Forces by
RVNAY commanders under particular circunstances ao warranting or the
gemporary tactical direction of RVNAF by US commandere under similar
circumstances when mutually agreed by the appropriate domanders. Matters
of this nature which cannot be resolved by subordinate US commanders will
be referred to COHUSMACV.

The basic concept underlying command relations between the co,
III MAY and CO, II Corps, is one of combat support in the juntual self-
interest of both commande. Close and nutual coordination and cooperation
is essential to the aucesas of this concept.

d. National command integrity will be maintained bt all levels.

The Senior Advinor, II Corps, and all other MACV advisory teams,
at all levels, will continue their mission of advice, assistance and
operational support of RVNAF under direction of COMUSMACV. MACV advisory
teams will assume liaison responsibility to the CO, III MAY and his
subordinate forces, as required and directed by COMUSMACY.

4. RELIEF OF THE SLF BY THE III MAF ELEMENT AT QUI NHON,

The SLF commander and CG III MAF are allowed the widest letitude
in effecting a relief in place, as coordinated with CG II Corps and CTF 76.

b. CTF 76 NGF and CAS resources have been made available to cover this
relief of the SLF by elements of TF 79, subsequently III MAF.

c. When completely relieved and as agreed by CTF 76 and COMUSHACV,
the helo equadron enbarked in the USS TWO JIMA will remain in the vicinity
of Qui Nhon to provide holicopter support.

d. In this regards, co, III MAF should inform COMUSMACV earliest of
the feasability of landing & separate and distinct halicopter squadron
or elements thereof, exclusive of the SLF, to provide helicopter support
of the III MAF element at Qti Nhon.
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W. C.4
General, United States Army
Commanding

Capion furnished:
CINCEAC
CINCPACEMT
CG, FMFPAC
2d Air Division
SA, II Corps
American Eribasay Smigon
CINC RVEAF
CG, USASCV
CTF 75
CTG 76.5
CTG 78.5
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AIO 4109, 20 July 1965 

Fromt nr1,~ Oen NGUYEN cnANn TtJI 
en 1 Corp" Be 'l'ao Zone I 

Tnt Commnn('Snr. Ganoral, 
III Maritlflo Allrphlh10U8 Foroe 

llq 1 Corp. 
03 

No. 7Si4/TM'J/l/M 

SUb.1eotl .. 'root-tou]."re" or Respon81blU.ty of III MAF .. 
Hcfor~nc:i('lt • f..otter No. 008165 duted J July 6S froll III ~lAF' 

7 

• Jetter No. 7366 (lat,e<l 13 July 65 frollTao Zone 1 

). On 7 ,July 6,. Hq 1 COrpl reotltved .. etter dated 5 July 
65 No. 008165 from III MAF rooollll!lendi.ng to expane) the '1'aoti oal 
/Iron of Respollsi Mllty, npon J'8oe1pt. of th~ nbove '·et.ter, we 
1nAtr"ct~4 our Staft to study the problem bapet1 on the follow­
hIE! factors t 

(1) The arltt-Communist spirit of the 1001'11 populAtion, 

(2) A"mlnlstrnt1ve ad",tnistratlon ond terrltori.al 
loourity, 

(3) Coor(1inntion of J\JtVN Forcea 1n the Drea. 
(4) Enemy situation, 
(S) "ho ] aol~ of eXf\erlence on tbe JHlrt 01 9th USMC 

negt 1n diRU ntz;ui .hinr: the 01 vUtan peoJ}lt'l from 
VC. 

An{\ t,h1. 19 IhHu!guortera ha. noted that. 

Thfl ox'JHmdlnp;~tho 'I'aottoal Area 01 nesponltbtlity '-. 
ot n] MAf fnnananft roust; be done very .. lowly and. t.ru,'unlly. 
to h~ alJl(:t to oontrol lldequatoly an4 prevent .ffecti vely VC 
infiltrations. So the reoommendod eXI)llncUn-.: 01 the 'fAOlt of 
11 I MAF hI JlBlHU1J! J espeolally in the area South of Co.m-l;o 
r1 vert must he carriecl out pbn •• ,,)" phl\88 and tn one area 
after another. Af'l A l'"eault, eaoh time USMC olo.ents occupy 
1m nr08, thi A hrott Is co.plot-ely oontroll ed by the armec'l 
foroes and th~ ndmin18trat1on, 

2, 
Uon for 
llAfilOft otl 

If' r~rhH}t )ll e, we n~ree e»tt rely wi tb the reoolllmvnda. 
eXl'flndin(', the 1'AOR of III MAJ.' in f)anang. However, 
the nhove ooncept, we real.taotfully rooo,,!mend thatl 

The expnnrUtlt: of the 'PhOn be divided Into aeveral 
J,hflses, requtrjnv, a very detailed ond oonttrmoU8 coordination 
hetl\'Of'n th,., /\ nvr un1 ta l»reeent in the area and the USMC lint t. 
thnt fire ,~o1 nr to corae there. 

1 n the attaohed overl.ay, the expanded ,'AOr: ot 111 
MflF is divicled into.) areast 

u. Ar~ (See ovorll'\)') 1 

it>1,}.Ti 
DECLASSIFIED 
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Hg I CorpsAD 4109, 20 July 1965 03

No. 7584/TM3/1/MFrom: Brig Gen NGUYEN CHANH THI
CG I Corps & Tao Zone I

Commanding General,To:
III Marine Amphibious Force

Subject: Tactical Area of Responsibility of 111 MAF

- Letter No. 008165 dated 5 July 65 from III MAFReference:
- Letter No. 7366 dated 13 July 65 from Tao Zone I

1. on 7 July 65, Hq I Corps received Letter dated 5 July
65 No. 008165 from III MAF recommending to expand the Tactical
Area of Responsibility. Upon receipt of the above letter, we
instructed our Staff to study the problem based on the follow-
ing factors:

(1) The anti-Communist spirit of the local population;

(2) Administrative administration and territorial
security;

(3) Coordination of ARVN Forces in the area;

(4) Enemy situation;

(5) The lack of experience on the part of 9th USMC
Regt in distinguishing the civilian people from
VC.

And this Headquarters has noted that:
ofThe expanding the Tactical Area of Responsibility

of III MAF in Danang must be done very slowly and gradually,
to he ahle to control adequately and prevent effectively VC
infiltrations. So the recommended expanding of the TAOR of
111 MAF in Danang, especially in the area South of Cam-Le
river, must be carried out phase by phase and in one area
after another. As a result, each time USMC elements occupy
on area, this area is completely controlled by the armed
forces and the administration.

2. In principle, we agree entirely with the recommonda.
tion for expanding the TAOR of 111 MAF in Danang. However,
based on the above concept, we respectfully recommend that :

The expanding of the TAOR he divided into several

phases, requiring a very detailed and continuous coordination
between the ARVN units present in the area and the USMC units
that are going to come there.

In the attached overlay, the expanded TAOB of III
MAF is divided into 3 areas!

a. Area A (See overlay):

(3)Enclasme:

MAT ENCLOSURE (
DECLASSIFIED
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• .e 
~tfeotlve l' July 6,_ this area bal been pJftoed un~.r 

the reaponfJibU t.t)' ot In )'fA'" notAtls are deteralned by 
Yet.t.or No. 7366 dated l' July 65 froll TBe Zone I, wltb one 
chfmp.:ftt 2 Uf' Compnll.tell ".tIl be lIaintained In tho area to 
conttnufl f!:uftrdtnp,' the axe. of oommunlolltton and oorltroll tng 
tlUl' pen1"1.e, iUet well 88 to acoolRJlany t,he n~MC unit. 1n their 
OpArl'ltionA and plltro18 in t.he area. 

h. t\rea...ll (Sae oyerlay)-

':fteotlve ('atet 17 July 6,. Sir10e this Bren till densely 
llopul nt.ed, th~ enetty Oftn east ly mix \lP BIIGnl!; them to operate 
aml Sf'!t n,l orr,tUltZtltt.on8. and the looa) Authoritie. cennot 
control it effeotlvely. ". reoommend that the reOel)tlon of 
this area be divided tnto a phasesl 

(1) Plta!.Ll (jol,nt Ollerattona and patrol.) I 

\"hi 1 (II "waiting a cOIl))lete ocoupation of Area A. 
nn~ snfficiEmt strength to oocuPY f!:radually AreA B. for 
nIl military O)lOrattom, in this areat ltl WAF will ooordt. 
nftt~ <11 reotly wi. th nanallg Speoial Sector through the Ad.1. 
"ory ohn.mel nne' throUf;h the VN "la1 .. on Oftloers near PSMC 
units. 

Afte." havh., ooordinated wi tb nanan,. Speolal Sector 
i n ~enertll, J J 1 "lAP will hlstrllot 1 t,g 8ul)ordtnate un! ta to 
d1f11011f118 detaUs with the AIlVN units in the area, to avoid 
(lop) orfllll e 11'11 eunderot,anc'llnr, •• 

(2) f!!tl.88 3 (ocoupation) 
"6P(\fldlt1p on the oap8bU.l ty to expand the TAon. 

J n MAr "U 1 ooeu)))" arid oontrol the small area. one by (,nef 
1\8 out1 t ned in tbe plan 81'provet'l by T Corl'l and 111 MAF'. 

c. ~.....£ (See oVl'Irlay) 

'I'hflll flrfta f.8 secure, the people are un<'er our 
oon1rol. J t haa been plaoed under the res,lC,malb:ll 1 ty of 
11] MAT>' 8hloe 17 Jnly 6,. Same re8poJl sibU.tty All" oJ.era­
tionfl of USlW flfl Applied tor Area A. 

J. All t.he existing IlF ant' PI" unite located within 
UIO CXllftn(lfilc'l fAon of II J MAP w111 he maintEtilled, to con. 
dUClt ,10h,t orH~rationA with USM() elemonts. When nq III MA"~ 
(iC'OClfl that it is ne longer rl80(~e8ary, the ItF' unite will be 
wi thdrawn :from there. 

I.. ~:;inoe t,here are All'VN un! ta Itatloned an" operating 
in the nEn'!' frAP1! or In MAr, the tollo\vlng ooordln p ttn, pro .. 
O(}t1u r(~s )t!ll!" t. 1)0 npplied I 

(I) Arty and Air Force Support. 

fhi .• does not ooncern Areas A and Ct beoau.e 
t,tte), HrG ,.81 ntiVfll y aeoure. 

\~'1 tb re,.4lr(l to Area H, ull rEI qUGfJts tor Air 

• 
DECLASSIFIED 

I 
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Effective 15 July 65, this area has been placed under
the responsibility of III MAF. Details are determined by
letter No. 7366 dated 13 July 65 from Tac Zone I, with one
change: 2 RF Companies will be maintained in the area to
continue guarding the axes of communication and controlling
the people, as well as to accompany the USMC unite in their
operations and patrols in the area.

h. Area B (See overlay)

Effective date: 17 July 65. Since this area 1a densely
populated, the enemy can easily mix up among them to operate
and set up organizations, and the local Authorities cannot
control it effectively. We recommend that the reception of
this area be divided into 2 phases:

(1) Phase 1 (joint operations and patrole):

Vhile awaiting a complete occupation of Area A,
and sufficient strength to occupy gradually Area B, for
all military operations in this area, III MAF will ooordi-
nate directly with Danang Special Sector through the Advi-
sory channel and through the VN Liaison Officers near USMC
units.

After having coordinated with Danang Special Sector
in general, 111 MAF will instruct its subordinate units to
discuss details with the ARVN units in the area, to avoid

deplorable misunderstandings.

Phase 2 (occupation)(2)

Depending on the capability to expand the TAOR,
II) MAF will occupy and control the small areas one by one,
AB outlined in the plan approved by I Corps and III MAF.

C. Area C (See overlay)

This Area is secure, the people are under our
control. It has been placed under the responsibility of
III MAF since 17 July 65. Same responsibility and opera-
tions of USMC as applied for Area A.

3. All the existing RF and PF units located within
the expanded TAOR of III MAF will be maintained, to con-
duct joint operations with USMC elements. When nq III MAF
deems that it is no longer necessary, the RF units will be
withdrawn from there.

4. Since there are ARVN units stationed and operating
in the new TAOR of III MAF, the following coordinating pro-
codures must be applied:

(1) Arty and Air Force Support:

This does not concern Areas A and C, because
they are relatively secure.

with regard to Area R, all requests for Air

MAJ.
ENCLOSURE
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MItT • 
Btlll Arty RUPl.ort from liSMC must bo nott fled to Hananp; Speci al 
<;ect.or for oonr.ml tnt:i.on hefore implement,at:J.on. 

(2) Paoif1cnt10nt 
Paoification will he the responsibility of AnVN 

un1 t.R and of the I.,OCHI A.om:i.niatrat1 VEl Author! tieB J however, 
nSMC llIay 88S1 at them, 80 1 t dtd In l,e-My are8. 

(,) l'efenne of llanang Harbor. 

To hnve un1 ty of command. H<I 1 Corps hOB doci<led 
to cstn'hl:l eh n CP in charge of detendlnr:: Panang Harbor .f'focti.vo 
1 l\1W\lGt 65, hun/ned l)y Dannnp; Neva) Base in con.illDotion wi th 
n~; ~:RVY. 'Pile 'T'!\OH of III MAP and 01 the 'nannn,; Harbor lleferuJo 
Cr nrc olosely rot atec1 to aRch other. 'l'here must lle 8 coor­
llirHlti OJl bflt\'VC'Hm the two Uqs for mutuel support. 

(4) nivftr oontroll 

TIle control Otl llanang ntver and Cam .. J,o River irf 
th~ :r(,I~ponnl1dUty of nam:mg 'Naval H8S0 an«l Danang Spl"lcial 
Sector. 11SMC may reinforoe arlt! ooordinate their O)leraUons. 

5. It h' hOI)(H! that the above reoommendations will be 
oompntible wlth the ooncept 01 111 M.AF. and that they w:l)) 
l)n onrrlo(l out by both parties In n splrl t of friemlly coo.,­
oration, In order to ohtaln ~ood results. 

l.!.!.f!L • .2.2l!l:: • lsI NGUYJi:N CHANII Till 

• nnn8n~ Spnoinl Sector 
- PnnnnR Novnl nose 
\lM~VJ G2, 'flOC 1 Corps 

DECLASSIFIED 
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and Arty support from USMC must he notified to Danang Special
Sector for consultation before implementation.

(2) Pacification

Pacification will he the responsibility of ARVN
units and of the Local Administrative Authorities; however,
USMC may assist them, as it did in Le-My area.

(3) Defenne of Danang Harbor:

To have unity of command, Hq 1 Corps has decided
to establish a CP in charge of defending Danang Harbor effective
1 August 65, handled by Danang Naval Base in conjunction with

Navy. The TAOR of III MAF and of the Danang Harbor DefenseUS
C are closely related to each other. There must he a coor-
dination between the two Ugs for mutual support.

(4) River control:

The control on Danang River and Cam-l.e River is
the responsibility of Danang Naval Base and Danang Special
Sector. USMC may reinforce and coordinate their operations.

5. It is hoped that the above recommendations will be

compatible with the concept of III MAF, and that they will

be carried out by both parties in a spirit of friendly coop-
eration, in order to ohtain good results.

/8/ NGUYEN CHANH THIInfo oopy
- Danang Special Sector
- manang Naval Base
MACV; G2; TOC I Corps
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'Po t 0.3 12th Tao AreA 
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III fo! t,IHAY!," .. Ti n, Quan" .. Np:a1 Sectors 

~hCV, Toe J Corps 

'lo. 7559/TM3/J/M. 

Hefnrence Letter No. 0916, dated 14 tIn) y 6,> from III MAF. 

1. Hq 'I'nc Zone 1 approves the reoommendation hy 11J MAF 
t,o tlf:lf) t.ho Area southwest of the USMC facti elll Area of Hes­
Ilons1MJity ot C111! .. 1.81 (s~e attaohecl overlay) as a recon .. 
tlni9Annee operation Area from 15 July 65 to .31 Dec 65. 

2. l'q 12t.h 'rne Area will ooorc'Unnte wi th 4th tTSMC Rev-.t 
at elm .. 1.o:l :I'J th(' reeonnlli ~sUnOeol)erflti onR to recol'noi ter 
t.llf' t.errnin. '/'he ex:lstinp- TlGAte will 'he mnint.ained. Purinp, 
t.h(, nhovf' poriot'. nIl llom'h11'1p,'s nnfl shollirlf!s :In the ahove 
I"IrMl ft1ll!'1t 1,{\ nrreefl ll~)On hy 4th n~\w nerrt at. Chll-I,ai. 

3. r:'o faciJitllto the cont.ncte And lin1flol1, it 1fi res­
pec"t.fl,1Jy rOf]llcst{\() that. III MAl" instruot 4th tlSlI.W Hart at 
ClI1l-f 01 t.o fI!lpo1tlt 011P. Liaison Offieer n(Hll' the APVN ITq 
rf'FlpoT'!d III n for AJ] coordinato(1 opcrnt1onfl f'lurinf1' tho ahove 
pnri or1. 

,r\ J' () 4109, 1 8 ~l" 1 Y 19 (; 5 

nr:f.tr Gen NCUYEN CHANII THI 
en J Corps & Tao Zone J 

A·\';·}.~· '~, ~, 
;~ .. . 
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Hand-Message

From: G3 Tac Zone I

G3 12th Tac AreaTO:
III MAF

Info: Cuang-Tin, Quang-Ngai Sectors
MACV, TOC J Corps

No. 7559/TN3/I/M.

Reference Letter No. 09165 dated 14 July 65 from III MAF.

1. 11q Tac Zone I approves the recommendation by III MAF

to use the area Southwest of the USMC Tactical Area of Res-

ponsibility at Chu.-lat (see attached overlay) as a recon-

naissance operation area from 15 July 65 to 31 Dec 65.

2. l'q 12th Tac Area will coordinate with 4th USMC Regt
at Clu-Lai in the reconmaissance operations to reconnoiter
the terrain. The existing posts will he maintained. During
the above period, all hombings and shellings in the above
area must he agreed upon by 4th USMC Rept at Chu-lai.

3. To facilitate the contacts and liaison, it 16 res-

pectfully requested that IIJ MAF instruct 4th USMC Rept at
Chu-rai to appoint one Liaison Officer near the ARVN Hq
responsible for all coordinated operations during the above

period.

APO 4109, 18 July 1965

Brig Gen NGUYEN CHANH THI
CG I Corps & Tac Zone I
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ENCLOSURE

MAT
DECLASSIFIED



+4$2 
DECLASSIFIED 

HI~;A])Cil' I, lITEl ':: 
III Mul'ir,e .l,;!l}c,j.ibiul.lu Force 

}<'IO ~)an FrHndnco <)6601 

F: 'or,,: COHI.;Ii.tl"JCti ni,~ Gelwl'al 
'10: Co/,,, .. allding (ioHeral, I Corpa, AHVN 

;'uLj: HCCf0.8ut for HOCOlUlaiSSllTlCe ;;one 

Eltcl: (1) ()vel'lay of proposed HAQR 

t-' 
2sJ\oJD:aE,v 
3800 

1 4 JUL 1&<. 

09165 

1. It. is requested that the area shown in enclosure (1) bo designated a 
l'OCOIUIHi13ballCO ZOlle for the period 15 July 1965 through 31 Decclilber 1965. 

2. If a}Jpl'ovc:...'<i, III UII" reconnaj,soance ()lon~ents under operatiollal control 
of the 4th liarincs cit Chu Lai will conduct roco!lll8.ibSanCe and area fallliliari­
zb.tiol1 opora:L1olls within the aret!. Coordinbt.ioll will be effected bet.ween 
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the t no nil' strikes nor art.iller·y fire Le delivered within the reoonnaissance 
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III Marine caphibious Force
FPO San Francisco 96601

2:JWD:agv
3800

14 JUL 190.

09165From: Commanding General
To: Commanding General, I Corps, ARVN

Subj: Request for Reconnaissance Zone

Encl: (1) Overlay of proposed RAOR

1. It is requested that the area shown in enclosure (1) be designated a

recommissance zone for the period 15 July 1965 through 31 December 1965.

2. If approved, III A.F.A.F. reconnaispance elements under operational control

of the 4th Marines at Chu lai will conduct reconnaissance and area familiari-

zation operations within the area. Coordination will be effected between

the 4th Marines and the 2nd Division, ARVN. It is specifically requested
that no air strikes nor artillery fire be delivered within the reconnaissance

zone without clearance from the 4th Marines.
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SECT cIs TRANS TOD. __ _ CW __________________ __ 

PRIORITY 0805s6Z 

FROM: CG III MAF/NCC 
TO: III MAF 

CG FMFPAC 
cro 76.4 
CG FMFP.4.C (FWD)/IMAC (FWD) 
COMUSMACV 
CINCPACFLT 
COM?THFLT 

//CONFIDENTIAL// 

.4.. CINCPACFLTJ~OO .5?Z JUN 6.5 , 

1. EFFECTIVE 10 JULY 1965 A PROVISIONAL TASK ORGANIZATION IS ACTIVATED TO 
DISCHARGE THOSE NAVAL COMPONENT COMMANDER'S RESPONSIBILITIES WHICH ARE vU~.~~J 
IN REFERENCE (A). TITLE OF THIS TASK ORGANIZATION IS PROVISIONAL NCC QUD'DI'\D' 

ACTIVITY. THE DESIGNATED CONHANDER IS COLONEL R. W. BOm. USHC, 0,531,5. 
ORGANIZATION WILL BE COMPRISED OF A PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS AND SUCH 
PROVISIONAL OR TIO UNITS OF THE III MAr WHICH ARE REQUIRED TO ENABLE THE 
PROVISIONAL NCC SUPPORT ACTIVITY TO EFFECTIVELY DISCHARGE THOSE RES:POJISIEIILJ(T' 
THESE UNrrs WILL BE DESIGNATED OR TASK ORGANIZED BY SEPARATE MBG. THESE 
UNITS OR PROVISIONAL UNITS WILL BE UNDER THE OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF THE 
COMMANDER PROVISIONAL NCC SUPPORT ACTIVITY. A PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS OF 
THIS COMMAND WILL BE ESTABLISHED UTILIZING AS A CADRE THE EXISTING III MAF 
NCC STAFF GROUP NOW DISCHARGING THOSE FUNCTIONS AT PORT OF DANANG. THE 
FUNCTIONS OF BASE DEVELOPMENT PLANNING AND REAL ESTATE AQUISITION TOGETHER 
WITH STAFF PERSONNEL PERFORMING THEM WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO III MAF /NCC 
HQ UNDER THE STAFF COGNIZANCE OF THE ACOFS, G-4. PROVISIONAL OR OTHER UNITS 
UNDER THE OPCON OF THE COMMANDER PROVISIONAL NCC SUPPORT ACTIVITY WILL REMAIN 

I"'" <; 
.;. ; 

UNDER THE ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL AND WILL BE SUPPORTED BY THEIR PARENT ORGANIZATIONS. 
THE PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS WILL, AS IS NOW THE CASE WITH 
THE STAFF GROUP, CONTINUE TO BE SUPPORTED BY THE HEADQUARTERS BATTA~ON. 
3D MAROIV. AT SUCH TIME AS A NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY IS ESTABLI~~.Jl¥ 
CINCPACFLT AT THE PORT OF DINiNG THE PROVISIONAL NCC SUPPOltT ACTIVITY WILL BE 
DISESTABLISHED. 

GP-4 

DRAFTER~ _________ ---:RELEASED BY _________ _ 

... ~ .... --.. -. --.~-.' 
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PRIORITY 0805562

FROM: CG III MAF/NCC
TO: III MAF

CG FMFPAC
CTG 76.4
CG FMFPAC (FWD)/IMAC (FWD)
COMUSMACV
CINCPACFLT
COM?THFLT

//CONFIDENTIAL//

A. CINCPACFLT 0500572 JUN 65

1. EFFECTIVE 10 JULY 1965 A PROVISIONAL TASK ORGANIZATION IS ACTIVATED TO
DISCHARGE THOSE NAVAL COMPONENT COMMANDER'S RESPONSIBILITIES WHICH ARE OUTLI
IN REFERENCE (A). TITLE OF THIS TASK ORGANIZATION IS PROVISIONAL NCC SUPPORT
ACTIVITY. THE DESIGNATED COMMANDER IS COLONEL R. W. BOYD, USMC, 05315. THIS
ORGANIZATION WILL BE COMPRISED OF A PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS AND SUCH
PROVISIONAL OR T/O UNITS OF THE III MAF WHICH ARE REQUIRED TO ENABLE THE
PROVISIONAL NCC SUPPORT ACTIVITY TO EFFECTIVELY DISCHARGE THOSE RESPONSIBILIT
THESE UNITS WILL BE DESIGNATED OR TASK ORGANIZED BY SEPARATE MSG. THESE
UNITS OR PROVISIONAL UNITS WILL BE UNDER THE OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF THE
COMMANDER PROVISIONAL NCC SUPPORT ACTIVITY. A PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS OF
THIS COMMAND WILL BE ESTABLISHED UTILIZING AS A CADRE THE EXISTING III MAF
NCC STAFF GROUP NOW DISCHARGING THOSE FUNCTIONS AT PORT OF DANANG. THE
FUNCTIONS OF BASE DEVELOPMENT PLANNING AND REAL ESTATE AQUISITION TOGETHER
WITH STAFF PERSONNEL PERFORMING THEM WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO III MAF/NCC
HQ UNDER THE STAFF COGNIZANCE OF THE ACOFS, G-4. PROVISIONAL OR OTHER UNITS
UNDER THE OPCON OF THE COMMANDER PROVISIONAL NCC SUPPORT ACTIVITY WILL REMAIN
UNDER THE ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL AND WILL BE SUPPORTED BY THEIR PARENT ORGANIZATIONS.
THE PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS WILL, AS IS NOW THE CASE WITH
THE STAFF GROUP, CONTINUE TO BE SUPPORTED BY THE HEADQUARTERS BATTALION,
3D MARDIV. AT SUCH TIME AS A NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY IS ESTABLISHED BY
CINCPACFLT AT THE PORT OF DANANG THE PROVISIONAL NCC SUPPORT ACTIVITY WILL BE
DISESTABLISHED.
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ESTABLISIn-lli;NT OF NAVSUPPAOT DANANG 
A. SEON1WNOTE 5450 SEH 1901 OF 17 JUL 1965 
B. OIlWI)ACFLT 2l0249Z 

• 

1. REF' A /ORHALLY ESTll.BLISHIGD NAVSUPPACT DANANG AND PROVIDED 
Ii'OU,OWnm GUIDANCE: 

A. NAVSUPPACT DA~NG IS A SHORE (FIELD) ACTIVITY, OOMMAND OF 
\.ollIIGll IS TJELEQA'I'ED '1'0 CINCPAC?LT, TO BE EXEROISED THROUGH 
CO],lSERVPAC. 

D. Al\~;A OOORDINATION RESPONSIBILITIES ARE ASSIGNEDNCOHNAVPHII,. 

Eno1osure k~ ~) 

I 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

DE RUHLHL 6260 20717
ZNY EEEEE
R 310717Z
FM CINCPACFLT
TO ZEN/COMSERVPAC
INFO RUECW/CNO
RUECEM/CMC
RUMFR/COMEVENTHFLT
RUMFUAQ/NCC (CG III MAF)
RUMSUAV/COMPHIBPAC
RUMSHS/MIDSUPPACT SAIGON
RUHPG/CG FMFPAC
RUMFCR/CTF SEVEN SIX
ZEN/COMCBPAC
RUECEH/BUDOCKS
RUECH/BUPERS
RUECD/BUSANDA
RUECM/CHNAVMAT
RUECYG/DIRFLDSUPPACT
RUMFCR/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR

RUWDAF/EPDOPAC
RUNDKN/COMINPAC
ZEN/DIRPACDOCKS
BT
UNCLAS E F T 0
ESTABLISHENT OF NAVSUPPACT DANANG
A. SECNAVNOTE 5450 SER 1901 OF 17 JUL 1965
B. CINCPACFLT 210249Z
1. REF A FORMALLY ESTABLISHED NAVSUPPACT DANANG AND PROVIDED

FOLLOWING GUIDANCE:
A. NAVSUPPACT DANANG IS A SHORE (FIELD) ACTIVITY, COMMAND OF

WHICH IS DELEGATED TO CINCPACFLT, TO BE EXERCISED THROUGH

COMSERVPAC.
3. AREA COORDINATION RESPONSIBILITIES ARE ASSIGNEDNCOMNAVPHIL.

(7)Enclosure

DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED 

• • 

PAGE 2 RUHLHL 6260 UNCLAS E F '1' 0 
C. T![~ llISSIQN IS TO G>NDUOT HILITARY LOGISTIC OPERATIONS 

AT PORTS AllD BEAOHES FOn THE SUPPOHT OF U.S. FORCF~S AND ATTACHED 
TUIHD cou'rmY EORCES IN ASSIGNED AREAS. 
2. HJ~ B, PRO}[JLGATED PRIOR TO RECEIPT 01" REF A, ADVISED OF THE 
APPJWVAL 0." Tm ESTABLISHNENT OJ' NAVSUPPACT DANANG, AND PROVIDED 
1'1[8 NISSION ( IN CONSONANCE WITH REF A) AND TASKS FOR TIE SHORE 
(FllCLD) AC'l'IVITY. 
3. HECOGNIZING THAT l'ERSONNEL, HATERIAL AND CONSTRUC'I'ION ACTIONS VlILL 
GOVERt~ TBE l'OINT IN TIME AT HHICH NAVSUPPACT WILL ACHIEVE A COHPLETE 
CAPAT3ILITY '1'0 MEl!::T THE ASSIGNED IHSSION AND TASKING, 
IT HElffiINSi )ESDI.ABr.r~ TO ESTABLISH A TARGET DATE FOR 
ASSUHPTION OF DUTms. THE DATE OF 15 OCT 1965 LS 
ESTABLISJ·D~D AS THE DATE FOR NAVSUPPACT DANANG TO 
ACHmVf; '£HC CAPABILITY TO ME'.ET ITS ASSIGNED MISSION. 
BT 

/111 
Enolosure (lit-) 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

PAGE 2 RUHLHL 6260 UNCLAS E F T 0
C. THE MISSION IS TO CONDUCT MILITARY LOGISTIC OPERATIONS

AT PORTS AND BEACHES FOR THE SUPPORT OF U.S. FORCES AND ATTACHED
THIRD COUNTRY FORCES IN ASSIGNED AREAS.
2. REF B, PROMULGATED PRIOR TO RECEIPT OF REF A, ADVISED OF THE
APPROVAL OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NAVSUPPACT DANANG, AND PROVIDED
THE MISSION( IN CONSONANCE WITH REF A) AND TASKS FOR THE SHORE
(FIELD) ACTIVITY.
3. RECOGNIZING THAT PERSONNEL, MATERIAL AND CONSTRUCTION ACTIONS WILL
GOVERN THE POINT IN TIME AT WHICH NAVSUPPACT WILL ACHIEVE A COMPLETE
CAPABILITY TO MEET THE ASSIGNED MISSION AND TASKING,
IT REMAINS DESIRABLE TO ESTABLISH A TARGET DATE FOR
ASSUMPTION OF DUTIES. THE DATE OF 15 OCT 1965 IS
ESTABLISHED AS THE DATE FOR NAVSUPPACT DANANG TO
ACHIEVE THE OAPABILITY TO MEET ITS ASSIGNED MISSION.
BT

(7)
Enclosure

DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED 

-
A" oormS:f:1CV' Q4C\U.5Z JULI (U 0 r ::,'. II l(: r' 1~ ~ •• ..' ,~.' ... :~~;', "I"'J-,.' ".~~ I;. ... ~,;.J ,it" <. 

l.., ti..tTUA1~ 

(l.) n:h~J' A P! f:'l::.P.5o HiG.i1.i!!H. }~\!iG1>:"'.I.·BHS HAS AUTHUi'.ll~l!-;r) 'rEE F;tITRY 
, .' ,: :~:~~:f:! I . 

INTO flVN Ox' e100 ADDITIONfI.!. :'1Ar~IUES mO!I TIt: FOLLOUnm iJirrt3 i 

H~ ,1);4 (~.) 3DHAIIDIV 
3D ''JIl.. (rtEAri .i!}CHEI.1m) 
4TH I,\'A1; (ru~u ECIIBLOJ'J) (OW: U,I)~ 
(YPH 1''i .. '\.H J~ 
iJ.LT 2/9 
:3LT 2/7 (~WI NH(q)* 
12'l'H !'IAn 1t(~ 
21",N 12TH HAR 
'3 IN!ilI Fu\T 
3D ?,!1' fif; ( .... ) 
3D EHIl1 B;:\) ( .. ) 
3D AT BJ''l ( .... ) ',., 

3D ;·u.;r) ON' (=) 
3D ~:K ::;r; ("',) 
?1fl 1ff 3M ( ... ) 
IU'';'' A; rmJ! C :}:-1 ("'-) 
::fO .sp .~ (-) 
Dr..:;; 3D FSR 
n&'f:; 1:i 
K\~ 1:1 
V;\~;::. --5 .'/ ? 
!·W:,S··9 
A llTRY 1ST 1M..;! ::1..'1 
:;' ~ .. I_',~"( ';- c:.) 

• 

REr.IEVEIJ HR f\Jlt,,1l!; DlWLO'l!IEIlT JIll DIPX= 3~ CG In 'W'-lllloot~aWuo \ 
PACE.J.....<f...lo....lACES 

fr!IV..L Or s-s--
DECLASSIFIED 
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O

UNCLASSIFIED

Cort: # 5/8
DRAFTER J. E. GREENWOOD
SECT G-3 PHONE 3
TRA VS TOD

OTERATIONA INREDIATE 04/04/20 C/V

FROM:
TO.

UC TTI
this

2/7

If

THEOR CTG-76.5
C7G-76.6

merac 010-7667
CI-79 CTG-76.0
CTF-78 SA I CORES
CTF-76 SA Il CORPS
CTG-76.2

OPERATION ORDER 304-65

(HOTHER)A. COMUSALCY 0402452 JULY
(HOTAL)E

N. SITUATION

A. GENERAL

(1) REL A REFERS. HIGHER HEALDCARTERS HAS AUTHORIZED THE ENTRY

INTO RVN OF 8008 ADDITIONAL MARINES FROM THE FOLLOWING UTT'S

H SN (-) 3DMARDIV 3D MBD DN (w)
3D TK HI (a)3D "An (REAR ECHELON)

4TH MAR (REAR ECHELON) (CTR) LAI) 2T1 III ON (w)
1ST AMRAC BN (=)9TH MAN JPQ

BLT 2/9 30 SP 100 (-.)

BLT 2/7 (QUI DET 3D FSR
12TH MAR HQ ITEMS 1)
21 N 12TH MAR MARS 13

VMFA-5 425 INOI PLAT
3D MJ RIT (-) MACS-9
3D ENGR BN (-) A B7RT 1ST LANM SN

OF NOT(C)3D AT BN (w)

(NOTE:(1) UNLESS OTHERWISE DESIGNATED. ABOVE UTTE LAND DA NANG)
06/i) BROSDBE

(2) BLT 2/7 HAS BEEN DIRECTED TO LAND AT QUI NHON AND PROVIDE

SECURITY FOR CRITICAL INSTALLATIONS IN THE QUI NHON SUPPORT AREA UNTIL

RELIEVED FOR FURTHER DEPLOYMENT AS DIRECTED BY CG III MAT

UNCLASSIFIED
PAGE 1 OF 10 PAGES

COPY 1 OF 55 COPIES ENCLOSURE (b)
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~\~)~roo.rrIlG ~~ mw ~~mm TO ~ AT 

CHU tAl en DA NAUG, REPeRT OPCON CG III 7ifAF, AND EXECUTE m:SSIONS AS 

DIRECTEI) " 

(4) LArm:WGS .4T (~O\A.l AND X>.l\ :.4ft..:,m ~ ~((i;:n~J~Y C<JltEHF:t1 AIID 

THE AREA.c 

B" ~:!Y l~<R<!Ro 

(1) SEE CURRErrr III HAP' Ism-s" 

(2) QUI NRON STUJ)! TO ll~ ISSUED SEPARATELYo 

Co m~I1RLI]ORai. 

(1) conSEVENTIIFL'l' CONDum's IA~IDl:ms AT QUI TmOrl ll emu tAI9 AND 

DA HArm AND PROVIDES AIR AND NGF SUPPCRT AS REQUlREDo WILL. RECONS'IT'I.m.E 

SLF UPON RELIEli' OF DLT 3/7 AT QUI NHONo 

(2) RVNAF ASSIST IN PROVIDING SECtn1ITI AT LANDING SI'lE.,) AS 

REQUESTE'D., 

20 ~IONo III lW CON'rINUES CURREtn' OPERATIONS IN DA ~I.ANG~ pmI BAlli 

AND mIU IAI AREASJ ENSURES PROPER LIAISON IS ESTABLISHED BETWEEN J\LL 

PARTms INVOLVED III QUI ~mml LAIIDIIlGJ PROVIDES COURlT AND LOGISTIC 

SUPPCllT AS REQUESTED FCR INCOUING UNITS; COCIlDlNATES .AS NECESSAFY wnli 

I CORPS FOO, LA.NDIIlG AT om; LAl !;ID DA NAim., 

A... OONCEPT OF OP1NTIONS. III t-iAF SUPPORTS LlHIDIN'G OF ADDITIONAl. 
,.&t • '~:l. w w ~ 

PACE" 2 .,.OF-l.Q.fAGES 

ENCLOSURE (,. l 

DECLASSIFIED 

, 

) 

DECLASSIFIED

(3) REMAINDER OF INCOMING UNITS HAVE BEEN DIRECTED TO LAND AT

CHU LAI OR DA NANG, REPORT OPCON CG III MAF, AND EXECUTE MISSIONS AS

DIRECTED.

(4) LANDINGS AT CHI IAI AND DA NANG ARE MILLY COVERED AND

SHOULD POSE NO MAJOR COORDINATION PROBLEM AS OBJECTIVE AREAS ARE

OCCUPIED BY DORIAL PAREN was OF INCOMING FORCES. LANDING AT QUY

UTION IS ALSO COVERED, BUY was REQUIRE TORE DETAILED COORDINATION IN

VIEW OF THE RELIEF TO BE EFFECTED AND THE RVNAF AND U. S. FORCES IN

THE AREA.

B. ENEMY FORCES.

(1) SEE CURRENT III MAF ISUMS.

(2) QUI NHON STUDY TO BE ISSUED SEPARATELY.

C. FRIENDLY FORCES.

(1) CONSEVENTIFLT CONDUCTS LANDINGS AT QUI NHON, CHU LAI, AND

DA NANG AND PROVIDES AIR AND NGF SUPPORT AS REQUIRED. WILL RECONSTITUTE

SLF UPON RELIEF OF BLT 3/7 AT QUI NHON,

(2) RVNAF ASSIST IN PROVIDING SECURITY AT LANDING SITES AS

REQUESTED.

2. MISSION. III MAF CONTINUES CURRENT OPERATIONS IN DA NANG, PHI BAI,

AND CHU LAI AREAS, ENSURES PROPER LIAISON IS ESTABLISHED BETWEEN ALL

PARTIES INVOLVED IN QUI NHON LANDING; PROVIDES COMBAT AND LOGISTIC

SUPPORT AS REQUESTED FOR INCOMING UNITS; COORDINATES AS NECESSARY WITH

I CORPS FOR LANDING AT CHU LAI AND DA NANG.

30 EXECUTION

A. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS. III MAF SUPPORTS LANDING OF ADDITIONAL

UNCLASSIFIEDPAGE 2 OF 10 PAGES

ENCLOSURE (g)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

-
'", 

i ' 

~.\lSSfP • 
AT QUI NlION9 DA NArm, AND CIro UI .. SUPPCRT WILL COiJSIST P ',r ... 

!1ARILY OF PROVIDING TACTICAL SECURITY, COClIDIrlATrm OPli.:rtATIOm llITH 

RV~VAF AND U" So FCRCE.<) INVOLVED,9 ASSlS!'ING In ;'rOV;t:n~i" OF' SUPPLIES 

AND EQUIPHENT m~' UF~ACI1ES ,; JUn: Pl10VIDlUI; llit1!1 :)SPClftf'J\.;rHll'l '1"0 ~lOvr: mITTS 

TO AS,! lGNED Altr~4.S" 

(1.) C:O:'J't'LJUF: Dl!"!l<-K ,,;,~,: ~ ~ DA NANG~ C1f[) LAlli PIW }:lIn PI).')l'I'lOOfi 

A:m COLIDUCT rlOHmn. COif.!lA'l' OPERA'nONS e 

(2) BE; PR.EP.I\IUW '1'0 ASsunE OPE1lATIONAL GONTROt OF moUND UNITS 

UrIDING AT DA rlUJO A:m CHIT tAL 

(3) SUPPOHT UNITS lANDING AT DA lIWIG A~ID (mu LAl En 

CA) DESICD"J'A'rING LUIDDTG AREAS, ASSE:fl31X AREAS.~ l~,:ID ROU'l'ES 

AS APPROPRIATE IJ 

(B) DEPLOYING FCRCFS AS REQUIRED TO SECURE U;IDINQ AREAS 

FR0I1 INTl'::RFfnNCE BY EENY CRomlD UIlITSo 

(C) PROVIDING VEHICLES p PERSON:lEL, AND GUIDES nl COORDINATION 

WITH FLSQ, AS REQUIRED TO ASSIST !·fOVE!,{h,-m' Oli' TNOOIf!rm TJtITTS TO A.%\IGNED 

AREAS .. 

Co 18'1' riAW (ADV) 
C!) CDN Tll/W! OPI/.f /u .suPPoRT ~P' .en H/?tt:: 

eu BE PRl~PARED TO ASSUUE OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF AVIATION U'UTS 

lANDING AT DA:"'!lA~m AIID CHU rAI" 

Cf) BE PREPARED TO RECEIVE II1COl.fiNG AVIATION ur~I1:'S A:m PROV'IDE 

ASSISTAtlCE AS REQumED TO ESTABLISH TfJEH ASHORE .. 

\ijl*\t\\l~~~lfl~ \ 
-

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIEDFORCES AT QUI NHON, DA NANG, AND CHU LAI. SUPPORT WILL CONSIST P.I.

MARILY OF PROVIDING TACTICAL SECURITY, COORDINATING OPERATIONS WITH

RVNAF AND U. S. FORCES INVOLVED, ASSISTING III MOVEMENT OF SUPPLIES

AND EQUIPMENT ON DEACHES AND PROVIDING TRANSPORTATION TO MOVE UNITS

TO ASSIGNED AREAS.

B. 3D MAR DIV (FWD)

(1) CONTINUE DEFENSE ** DA NANG, CHU IAI, PHU BA] POSITIONS

AND CONDUCT NORMAL COMBAT OPERATIONS

(2) BE PREPARED TO ASSUME OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF GROUND UNITS

LANDING AT DA NANG AND CHU LAI.

(3) SUPPORT UNITS LANDING AT DA NANG AND CITU LAI BY:

(A) DESIGNATING LANDING AREAS, ASSEMBLY AREAS, AND ROUTES

AS APPROPRIATE.

(B) DEPLOYING FORCES AS REQUIRED TO SECURE LANDING AREAS

FROM INTERFERENCE BY ENEMY GROUND UNITS.

(c) PROVIDING VEHICLES, PERSON EL, AND GUIDES IN COORDINATION

WITH FLSG, AS REQUIRED TC ASSIST MOVEMENT OF INCOMING UNITS TO ASSIGNED

AREAS.

C. 1ST MAW (ADV)
CONTINUE OPNS IN SUPPORT OF III MRF.

(1)

(1) BE PREPARED TO ASSUME OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF AVIATION UNITS

LANDING AT DA*NANG AND CHU LAI.

(a) BE PREPARED TO RECEIVE INCOMING AVIATION UNITS AND PROVIDE

ASSISTANCE AS REQUIRED TO ESTABLISH THEM ASHORE.

!

UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE 3 OF 10 PAGES

(8)ENCLOSURE

DECLASSIFIED



• 
Do 

ESTABLISH .rr~;!':E,c::.'lt.\RY ,::mlHllN'H;A:I'HmSs 3El\~H nn.:uu:.us* li;{}{1),'f S HO'n'ES~ ANn 
1}~lrl1tl&-r 

STAGl NG An~li"s ,j .£4'08 r"~:.H SH')':lf' iJJ\lJ'l'Y EQ1.n:j.;1~:~T;A THA:JSPOR~·,tJ'rON I,i,'~ RK,)i ~:nl!i;1') 

,"'SHOHE, 

(2') HbLIE:VE ])<.;.1:' ~3/7" 

I:~) m GOORIIIIl/\ 1'] ON Wl'l'B Ii (j1,ltPS l' DEPlOX FaK;,fi>~ 'J'O «:&:'.1. '!'lja\~UdlJ 
1i!'rt,1 

IN tiW QUJlllOlil,H: O;U;i:i~n TO ro;nrfi'OOCll: '1'Hl~ Rv:u..F' l)Efi~F.:'mE OF 'J'BE AI!i~'TKI..;Dj 

POH'!' II LOGISl'IC F~A GIL:J:.'l'IES II AND U" S., SlH'POOTIHGi I Ns'rAI.r.1\ nOlf.) 0 

(4) SU3i lv ~;l'rH.l';h~) m:RY 6 HOU:~" 'J<~GnFll:Nf} AT Ilc,HOUR 9 om1-:c,'I" to 

lJorros:uw\' INFO TIns HQ", UPON GOHP.cETHn OF U{mnra PHA,gE Strrrn l SlTRt:P$ 

JtB Of! :upcm 1:0 m~H:H 'flfJS HI;,! N:i1l" C.V/)OH DAILY" 

F " }~!UtlI1l~Lld~!ti~I!9t]~ 

{l.) "1':8 1~:rA TIV E Ji,~HOUR ~UJ nno;~ ~, 061500H JULY :t q.65 (, 

tEtl'IATrlf1!~ H~.ROOR J)A NA'lG . ., <Y10700H JUl.Y 19650 

r'fEN'J'1i.'rrVE D-DAY )4 .liA:m <teo S JULy 196~" 

\II!lOO~\\J$$UfU\E® \ 
-
~ 

ENCLOSURE (I) 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

D. FLSG

(1) COORDINATE BLACH FULCTIONS FOR DA NANG AND CHU LAI LANDINGS;

ESTABLISH NECESSARY COMMUNICATIONS, BEACH MARKERS, EGREES ROUTES, AND
ARRANCE

STAGING AREAS FUR USH SHORE PARTY EQUIPMENT; RANSPORTATION AS REQUIRED

Mith mars.

(2) HeaRED It ASSCILLATE SERVICE BN 200 GSF ATTACHIE us

SIRS AS APPROPHIATE

PREPARED, ON ORDER, TO PROVIDE COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT

FOR III UAN FORCE AT QUI NIION

E. BLT 2/7

(1) eNTICIPATE Bill WILL REPORT OPCON THIS HQ WHEN ESTABLISHED

ASHORE

(2) RELIEVE BLP 3/7

(3) IN COORDINATION WITH II CORPS, DEPLOY FORCES TO KEY TERRAIN

AREA
IN THE QUI MONTIN ORDER to REINFORCE THE RVNAF DEFENSE OF THE AIRFIELD,

PORT, LOGISTIC FACILITIES, AND U. S. SUPPORTING INSTALLATIONS

(4) SUSTIN: SITREPS EVERY 6 HOURS BEGINNING AT II - HOUR S DIRECT TO

CONTSCHACK INFO THIS HQ UPON COMPLETION OF LANDING PHASE SUBTIT SITREPS

AS OF 24008 TO REACH THIS HQ NET 0400H DAILY.

F. COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS

(1) TENTATIVE H-HOUR QUI NOON - 061500H JULY 1965.

TENTATIVE H-HOUR DA NANG **3 070700H JULY 1963.

TENTATIVE D-DAY DA NANG - 8 JULY 1965

FIRM LANDING TIMES WILL BE ANNOUNCED UPON RECEIPT.

UNCLASSIFIEDPAGE OF 10 PAGES
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• 
WJ'j'H r,c n II.H\I'Y (':UHPf' l{F.PPi,,::J:;oltr\'\'(TVE~ 'I'ffio~ n~CII V~~.~IIE!H~~1\n·!\TlV1D ('SE:'UOO 

A1)\1) Iii. 221) ;In\l.~ n.nr) lJ trw: J''t ll f..IL'r. 2/7
i
) APf'11I)>-'il)1\Pf :~AVS.:L' (!(U~4n.i)EflS~ 

Gl'()()'L Q" Il Nn~9,EH 
ilfl"r<Jt L~ K" Kl'~(;K 
t1il.,JOR Do C" HlLI.ER 
itA·) <l~ D ~ 110 aoo. GA~ 
l~IiP'f. W" D, FI'1'I"3 
I)APl' Ro 0, OI!BRIEN' 
LTIL v,, PAnm 
VI' Gc Ho I~C{.J.LUJ 

(1) IP.QI~!!Q .. ~'fl!QR_:LQQIiCEtt .. 

:1.2TH !1A,\{. nrss 
Ft1A\J 
12'l'H llARINES 
F'LSG 
12TH :1ARnlE,S 
C',(U! 000 
l~'TH J1A.11IItES 
l~TIl HARIliES 

(A) IT IS EtW1SIONED THAT LOGIS~~IC SUPJ'CH~' NE(£SSARY. 'ra 

SllBtA1N UPJ:£;HJ\.TJotR IN THE ~ur ImON AKEA AS WELL AS 'T'llE RE!fA.I:lDElt 0,/ 

IN 11111 QUI NtION!) THE PRJIH:::rPAl. i1E:.ANS ())<' RESUPPLY WlJ.J", BE ))Y Am wmr 

BAt;IUP BX 8fi.:A. '1'9f! lNl\l1lt;QU.A,C!' ANtI lNSECURI'rY Oft' LA~m l,n£s at .. COHt1U1lTCAT.101 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

(2) REPRESENTATIVES OF CG III MAY WILL ASSIST IN COORDINATING

THE LANDING 02 BLT 2/7 AND HIT: 361 A'ID THE RELIE? OF BIT 3/7 AT QUT NHON.

COL W P. PALA, THE SENIOR OFFICER ASSIGNED, WILL ENSURE FULL COORDINATION

WITH CG II AIRTY CORPS REPRESENTATIVE, THE MACI REPRESENTATIVE (SENIOR

ADDITION 220 ARON DIV), BUT 349 BLT 2/7 APPROPRIATE NAVAL COFRANDERS,

400 IDER OF THE U S. FORCES 11 THE SUPPORT AREA.

in WITH DO 4R.. D CORPS AND J. S SORS Its WITH ALSO

SELECT A SECURE AREA FOR OSTALLATION OF THE NET COPIER SQUADRON TO

SUPPORT BUT 2/7 AT OUT MOOIL THE FOLLOWING OFFICERS WILL 3D ASSIGNED

AS ASSISTANT REPRESENTATIVES, OFFICERS:

12TH MARINESGLOOL Go H. NILSEN
FMAWMAJOR L. K KEOK
12TH MARINESHAJOR D. C. MILLER
FLSGMAJOR D. 11. MORGAN
12TH MARINESCAPT W. D. FITTS
COMM CO.CAPT R. O. O*BRIEN
12TH MARINESLT J. V. PARKER
12TH MARINESLT G. M. MCGILL

(3) SURU i SITREPS EVERY SIX ROURS DURING LANDING OF AUGENTATION

UNITS AT DA NANG AND CHU LAI.

40 ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

A. GENERAL.

(1) LOGISTIC SUPPORT CONCEPT.

(A) IT IS ENVISIONED THAT LOGISTIC SUPPORT NECESSARY TO

SUSTAIN OPERATIONS IN THE QUI RHON AREA AS WELL AS THE REMAINDER OF

INCOMING UNITS TO DA NANG AND CHU LAI MUST BE INTRODUCED FROM DA HANG.

IN QUI NHON THE PRINCIPAL MEANS OF RESUPPLY WILL BE BY AIR WITH

BACKUP BY SEA THE INADEQUACY AND INSECURITY OF LAND LINES OF COMMUNICATION

UNCLASSIFIEDPAGE 5 OF 10 PAGES
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_WJINJ©IlJ~nWnIEIID ,. 
-

I" tWA.I J), '11.11 \J ',i ~ I I :, ,/\ ~ ,I i li :,,(']1· 1 I i 

(' , 
.11 ! mAr,,:; 1 

(!lASS .u 
mASS HI 

10 D.ltlfi 
,AS H.EQUlli~;li 

to DAYS 
AS REQuml!:D 
~:mJ] ~'lm'r Ii:SSEWJ 1..£.1., 

GLl\~S n:I(A) 
GrASS IV & IV(A) 
mASS v 
l1r.;O] CtU, &: DENtAl. 

.IS DA1S I>OA (Ca HA'I'ES) 
XNrrtAL SUPP1.') !3LOOK 

(,) 2Jl:fE!"~~J;.9.-f!!i...Y.!B~!t.!F.:.p. < 

(A.) IlJ~,!, SU"PPUBIj \vm' PREUlADED IN IlliIUm.ES (;'3. OAI1HIEl) 3x 

nIDIVJIJO~ l~~ Wll,t, .)~; .'f'II.J ... f..E1:1z,eD~ 

:tUmDl.\!II':U,(jJ, ~iSIlnDI:rmllD;lDI'DBBDB~ 

(4.) CONTROL., 
~':!;~"" 

DECLASSIFIED 

ENCLOSURE ct. 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

WILL 3C OFFSLT BY THE PROVISION OF KELICOPTERS AND TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT,

CAPABLE OF USING THE AVATIABLE AIRPIELDS, AND in ATB DROPPING SUPPLIES

TO THE QUI THOM AREA.

(B) BULK POL STORAGE FACILITIES IN ou NITON TILITARY

GROUND AT WIATTO (RECEIPS WILL E PROVIDED us FISC DA RANG AS

REQUESTED COMBRAIN STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM ILL OFILIZED,

FACICITIESPOSSIBLEbillIN AVAILABLE

AT eur ARE 12 OPERATION AND CAPABLE OF SUPPORTING

ADDI TRONAR UNITS

B. SUPPLY

(1) PRESCRIBED LOADS AS DIRECTED BY THE 3LT COMMANDER

(2) REPLENISHMENT

(A) CLASS 1. 10 DAYS
AS REQUIREDCLASS II
1.0 DAYSCLASS III

CLASS IXI(A) AS REQUIRED
CLASS IV & IV(A) MINIMUM ESSENTIAL

15 DAYS DOA (CA RATES)CLASS V
INITIAL SUPPIJ BLOCKMEDICAL & DENTAL

(B) ALL CLASSES WILL RE BUILT UP TO 30 DAYS àS RAPIDLY AS

POSSIBLE FOLLOWING INITIAL REPLENISHMENT.

(3) SUPPLIES TO BE PALLETIZED.

(A) A.L. SUPPLIES NOT PRELOADED IN VEHICLES OR CARRIED 38

INDIVIDUALS WIN 34 PALLETIZED,

(4) CONTROL

(A) LANDED SUPPLIES UNDER UNIT'S CONTROL

UNCLASSIFIED(5) DISTRIBUTION. (AS PRESCRIBED BY 00 BUT 2/7

PAGE 6 OF 10 PAGES
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DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• .. 

I r f," 

I f() <;~I:!,iJty.~Q...l14 '!."f:Q~~ !J.t&.· 

Vd ITI:~fi n:' (~PTUH.E;D !lA'l'ER1AL lIAVI:W DITI:(,LJGK1CE \TA1N: 

(9) ?'~k~:~.1§" 

(A) AI,]" SALVIHIE: ;JI\"J1::fUAL WILL JE EVACtJA'J:'ED 'J'O 'rIlE. Ji'LSG A'l' 

C,' na.Q\l!'!lQL~JjQ§.ti1J:.lJ1~..IIQ!:" 
n 

(1) ("ASUALT)ES OCmJRING IN THE A} hA. LJ"Ff ED FORt~ WIT...l BE E'(jAt::tJ,ATED 

rrr. RETURNI:lG AlHtlUli'Trj 

(2.) .flU. ('.J.\.$Ul\I/I'lES, l,j'jI."J" nr: PROCE·~Sf;1J THROUGH COLT..ECTING 1\ :'n 

PROCESSJID DY S]~NIOR aARINa: 'I1<JfICAL 'CIT1'! OO:ll:ANDER" 

PACELC'lF .i.LPA.f2l) 

UNClASS\flED 
DECLASSIFIED 

, '~', 

DECLASSIFIED

T

(A) SUPPLY POINT DISTRIBUTION INITIALLY,

(B) UNT DISTRIBUTION ON ORDER or CO BUT 217.

(6) RESUPPLY

A HARS

ESTABLISHED

THAN, Am FIS. III CHD LA) AND

(7) AIR DELIVERY

(A) REQUESTS FOR AIR DELIVERY INTO OBJECTIVE AREA OF

EMERGENCY AID HIGH PRIORITY ITEMS WILL BE REQUESTED FROM THIS HEADQUARTERS

(8) CAPTURED MATERIAL

(A) ITEMS OF CAPTURED MATERIAL HAVING INTELLIGENCE VALPE

WILL DE REFORTED TO SA II CORPS HEAD HARTERS III MAF FOR EVACUATION

INSTRUCTIONS.

(IU) WPEN DIRECTED BY S.A II CORPS III MAF CAPTURED ITEMS WILL

30 MERIDED OVER TO IN-COUNTRY FORCES,

(9) SALVAGE.

(A) ALL SALVAGE MATERIAL WILL BE EVACUATED TO THE FLSG AT

116 YANG OR AS OTHERWISE DIRECTED

G., EVACUATION AND HOSPITALIZATION.

R
(1) CASUALTIES OCCURING IN THE ANDLIFTED FORCES WILI BE EVACUATED

BY RETURNING AIRCRAFT.

(2) ALL CASUALTIES WILL BE PROCESSED THROUGH COLLECTING A D

CLEARING COMPANY WHEN ESTABLISHED.

(3) REQUEST FOR EMERGENCY EVACUATION 3Y HELICOPTER WILL BE

PROCESSED BY SENIOR MARINE TACTICAL UNIT CONTANDER,

7 OF 10 PAGESPAGE
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DECLASSIFIED



I 
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~ 
~ 

\ 
\ 

n, .'!'t1~;:§eQ1;1!!t:IQV " 

DECLASSIFIED -

/,'~ nJ mw.~l~X, 
l' ~ 

1 

" I A"" 1:'1 ' ~," ,t, ,,I ,,I , 

(D) Q"mQ1l1A.Jl~< 

;1;." HARKING Oi" ROUTES AS REiJUTRED BY OCCUP} rNG IrUT" 

~.o Al1BULAr.JCE'S H!VE PRIoo.rTY OF !10'(lET'ilW1." 

(2) Am, 

(A) IlFLlCO,PTER I..a:mIIm Sl'J'ES 'I',) HE DESIGNATED. 

CD) AJXUNISTltATHE HEQUES'fS FOR Am ~i·.HrJSPORTATION WiLL 

(3) .t.teE14~" 

(A) FUEL iH-ID WATER PIPELlllES WILt 3E EST.ABLISliED AS I\EQUIRED 

Ee, §IIugao 
(1) ~ETACI~1Eif£.OF FLS~o 

(A) PR.OVIDE Im:TIAr~ LOGISTIC Sffi'PORT TO FORCES LA:'IDED A'f 

~tfl ~mON D nDl.EC'J:EIJ ])1 BtT (xr.r 'ANDl!"'.R AND AS DlRECTED BY F',LSG/Fwu In 

DA NANG AND CHtJ rAI .. 

PAG E...1l.-a! I () PA~ 

UNCLASSIFIED 
DECLASSIFIED 

, 

" ,I, .. 

DECLASSIFIED

(4) HOSPITALIZATION. WILL BY INITIALLY A BOARD TWO JIMA OR

8TH ARMY HOSPITAL NHA TRANG DRIESS OTTLEWISE DIRECTION MCK 20I NHAN

EXISTING MEDICAL SACURITYS AT em LAT AID DA NAMO WILL if OTILIZED

D. TRANSPORTATION

(1) HIGHWAY

(A) COORDINATING CONTROL MEASURES

1. LANDED DUIT WILL COURDENTH

IN-COUNTRY FORCES PRESENT.

2 ZONES OF ACTION: BY UNIT COMMANDER COORDINATED

WITH IN-COUNTRY FORCES

(B) CIRCULATION

1 MARKING OF ROUTES AS REQUIRED BY OCCUPYING UNIT,

2. AMBULANCES HAVE PRIORITY OF MOVEMENT,

(2) AIR.

(A) HELICOPTER LANDING SITES TO BE DESIGNATED

(B) ADMINISTRATIVE REQUESTS FOR AIR TRANSPORTATION WILL

BE SEBUTINO TO THIS HEADQUARTERS

(3) PIPELINES.

(A) FUEL AND WATER PIPELINES WILL BE ESTABLISHED AS REQUIRED

AND IN COORDINATION WITH I.L.COUNTRY FORCES.

E. SERVICE.

(1) DETACIMENT OF FLSG.

(A) PROVIDE INITIAL LOGISTIC SUPPORT TO FORCES LANDED AT

QUI NIIION AS DIRECTED BY BLT COFT ANDER AND AS DIRECTED BY FLSG/FLSU IN

DA NANG AND CHU LAI.

PAG E R OF 10 PAGES
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(J 
DECLASSIFIED 

.. -!~ 
~ 

(B) ESTA.JLISH :1IJLTI ... CIASS DU:ll'S~ lmLOAD SUl'PL1};S FR;a 

ADWP.AFT AID :iOVE SUPPLmS TO ESTA3LISH m;'ws,. 

(c) ES'rABLIsn ArID OPERA'l']: wATER pourrs AS nBQ.nl1.r.~Do 

(3) ,gQ9.mt~!!!Q..lt{§!gllgrlQ~" 

{A) B.:'illARKED C(IHSTRUCTIOiJ 'lATf::Tl1Al. WH,I.ll'~ GON'J'HOLL!:;11 By 

FA e1 r .!T:r.B8 " 

:F '" ~-2QmlE.J!' !I~ .ACCOHDA..ICE VJI'I'H Ci~FHEU DJHIW'I'tlE..,)" 

(~n :rrscgJ .. LA;IEOUS" 
'~':lOIn __ ~'llnlCt~ 

(3) RlW(JllTSo If: AGeHDA :JeE \UTlI EXISTING DIR'Ii':CUV)!:Sv 

(l,) IDJ!eQ&L-::.d!L~\·1\L!r.U§!r,. 

(A) UTILITIF.s WITH HELlmT (Cl\:lOU.I."j~AC~~ (';OVER ofl!i:Efl S.Hili: OU1~j 

(B) EQllPI1E!tr. WH,t. INCLUDE NOR:1AL ArnE .. FULL ctlJirr!!:ENSA 'II) 

(5) SUPPLY INSTRUCTIONSo FUIC'IAL PROP'j1lTY ACCOm~TAB1fJITY l.l1ifU~SS 

DECLASSIFIED 
I 

DECLASSIFIED

(B) ESTABLISH MULTI-CLASS DUMPS; UNLOAD SUPPLIES FROM

AIRCRAFT AND MOVE SUPPLIES TO ESTABLISH DUTIPS.

(C) ESTABLISH AND OPERATE WATER POINTS AS REQUIRED.

(D) MAKE PROVISIONS FOR THE ESTABLISHENT OF A POW

STOCKADE AS REQUIRED

(2) FLSG. 111 MAF

(A) PHOVIDE APPROVATE SERVICE FINATIONS in

AS REQUESTED

(3) COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS.

(A) EMBARKED CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL WILL E CONTROLLED BY

THE SUMOR COTTANDER IN AREA CONCERNED

(B) HAXT .UM USE WILL BE MADE OF IN-COUNTRY MATERIAL

FACILITIES

Fo PERSONNEL IN ACCORDANCE WITH CURRENT DIRECTIVES.

Go TISCELLATEOUS.

(1) BOUNDARIES. TO (if ANNOUNCED

(2) PROTECTION Or INSTALLATIONS as BY THE BATTALION COMMANDER

(3) REPORTS. IN ACC RDANCE WITH EXISTING DIRECTIVES.

(4) UNIFORM IND EQUIPMENT.

(A) UTILITIES WITH HELMET (CATIOUPLAGE COVER GREEN SIDE OUT)

(B) EQUIPMENT WILL INCLUDE NORMAL ARMS, FULL CANTEENS AND

FIELD TRANSPORT PACK

(5) SUPPLY INSTRUCTIONS. FORMAL PROPERTY ACCOUNTABILITY UNLESS

OTHERWISE DIRECTED.

PAGE 9 OF 10 PAGES
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I 
\ 

(1) HI HAF .. DA NANG 

(2) FUAW ~. DA :IAilQ 

(3) 3D rfARlHV <. nA 'lArm 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

(4) DC! III !1AF RERlESE:rrrATIVE QUI NHMf AREA - INITrAL COllTACT 

'l'HROUClI SA 22D ARln DIV" 

~/ 1-/ / 
REIE.ASED BY __ ~ ___ ~c.;. ..... ~ 

! 

•• 

UNClASS\flED ENCLOSURE (I) 

DECLASSIFIED 

't ~II 
1.., 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

5. CONTAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.

A. COMMUNICATIONS, TO BE ISSUED.

B. CP&S AS FOLLOWS:

(1) III MAF-DA NANG

(2) FMAW - DA HANG
nmw

(3) 3D MARDTV < DA NANG

(4) CG III MAF REPRESENTATIVE QUI NHON AREA - INITIAL CONTACT

THROUGH SA 22D ARVN DIV.

GP--4

Hay

RELEASED BY

PAGE 10 OF 10 PAGES
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CCN...1i3 s .. 
IMf"E11IATE 2-Lf k ,~ (.;,.;y 

FR()M I r.n n:r 'MAF 
'1'01 Cm.m~MACV 

,..-00 Fr·WPAC 

INFO : CMC 
CINCPAC 
OIiICPACFLT 
CO THlRD MARDIV 
00 FIRST MAW 
C'fii' SEVEll NINE 
O'l'F SEVEIl fill 

, I 

• 

en 'lWPAC/I MAC (Fl~m) 
011 THIRn MA:B 
c~mr MOB 
ADMDJO THIRD MARDIV 
sn }J)V I CORPS 
CTE 70.2.1.1 

In MAJi' PLAlIS smllMARY 'ro AOC(l·lPAUI SImp #84 

III., PLANS SUMI1ARY 

A" THIRD MARINE nMSION IN'l'EN'l'IONS 

1. FIRST BATTALION, THIRD 11tI.PJ:NES. ONE PLA.'l'OON OF 

OQl·TANY D vIILL PA'mOL Dr GRID SQUARFS (AT 8263), (AT 8363), 

(AT 846) A.Nn ESTABLISH NIGHT POsmoNS nJ THR VICINl'l'I OF 

(AT 8,8642).. AMBTTSHJ'I'S '''ILL BP. 1?S'1'ABLISRJID ON tmrx ROlJ"l'ES 0'1 

APPROAClTp ....... 
2., 'l'lm r,r,r.mm BATTALiON, THm'J) MAIU'N!1'S WILL CONTTNUE 

SEAJ1CH AIm Jli'"srrnoy OPF:RATTO'lS rr THE N(,:OC SON (AT BS7B)/nf)OO SON 

(AT e6'7,) VIlIJ.JIT" OOMPM1Y F" TfAVINO ,OOMPIETRTl ITS Sr.ARCH Arm 

DESTll.OY OPERATION FRCl't GRID SQUARE (AT 8,1,) NORTH TO ORID S(JjARE 

(AT 8580) \'JIu. PA'mOL BACK TImOUOH TIm SAME .Am'A SEARCHING FOR 

VC IIIDmG PLACES, CON'1'IlADAND AND INTELLIGENCE INFCRMATIONo A 

PIATOOt,1 OF OOHPAUY II \-JILL PATROL FFlOM (AT 64080,) '1'0 (AT 849198) .. "e\ 
CD~y..23o.fj(/(Jt:l~/eS 

I 

(fL" .... .Iii .... "lu_ ~S'U~_,:.. __ 1 FACIE 1 OF 3 PAGES uNtl~~N"'~ (et)"· 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

RJWDRAFTER
SECT CMD CTR PIDNE 105
TRANS TOD
CWO

MAF-13CCN 435
DIU-11
WING- 30/TTYIMMEDIATE 2423267

FROM: CO III MAF
COMUSMACVTO:
CC FMFPAC

CG FMFPAC/I MAC (FWn)INFO: CMC
CG THIRD MABCINCPAC
CMDT MCSCINCPACFLT
ADMINO THIRD MARDIVCG THIRD MARDIV
SR ADV I CORPSCG FIRST MAW
CTE 70.2.1.1CTF SEVEN NINE

CTF SEVEN SIX

I///

III MAF PLANS SUMMARY TO ACCOMPANY SITREP #84

III. PLANS SUMMARY

A. THIRD MARINE DIVISION INTENTIONS

1. FIRST BATTALION, THIRD MARINES. ONE PLATOON OF

COMPANY D WILL PATROL IN GRID SQUARFS (AT 8263), (AT 8363),

(AT 8463) AND ESTABLISH NIGHT POSITIONS IN THE VICINITY OF

(AT 858642). AMBUSHES WILL BE ESTABLISHED ON LIKELY ROUTES OF

APPROACH,

2. THE SECOND RATTALION, THIRD MARTNES WILL CONTINUE

SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATIONS IN THE NGOC SON (AT 8578)/DONG SON

(AT 8675) VALLEY. COMPANY F, HAVING COMPLETED ITS SEARCH AND

DESTROY OPERATION FROM GRID SQUARE (AT 8575) NORTH TO GRID SQUARE

(AT 8580) WILL PATROL BACK THROUGH THE SAME AREA SEARCHING FOR

VC HIDING PLACES, CONTRABAND AND INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION. A

PLATOON OF COMPANY II WILL PATROL FROM (AT 840805) TO (AT 849798) and

COPY 23of COPIES

ISSISIONPAGE 1 OF 3 PAGES
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DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
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TmN SEAnCH AVENUr.S OF APPROACH TO THt: OOlJ'l'H. 

COMP~JTT r "TrT,T, PATROT, GRID Sf}lJARFS (AT 8311), (AT 8277) AND 

(AT 817"". 

3. TI{[RD PAT'I'AT,rm'T, FOTlRTT.T ~AR!"!P,S. l·rrLL r.O'mrrcT A 

'll\f,t~SS\f\t" "HN'~~ AND ANVrL" OT'RRATI01ll l~H COM1'AUIF,s L AND M ANn FoIEM11:NTS 

OF TIlE 224Tlt RFllrOnAL FORCF..5 COl-IPAl.lY EMPLOYING A HRLILIFT MO 

LtllIDIYD ?.oNES AT (YD 899<)61) AND (YD 91)061). ARTILIF.RY WI1J, 

FrnE PREPARA TIOI~ I!ITO 'mE UNDING ZONr.S AlID OOKE WILL BE USF.n 

m OOIMUrJCTION WrIU THE IA~mIUG. THE REGIOllAL FORCES vJILL SET 

UP BIDCKTIJG POSITIOnS FR01-t (1D 89»92) SOU'l'IIEAST TO (ID 9J.6(84)0 

OOHPArlIES L l\NJ) !-1 \-IILL PATROL 'l'lm FAST MID "JEST BANKS OF THE sarra 

Nmn Rm.1t FnO~1 THE LAUD 11ra ZONES TO THE REGIONAL FORCBS BLOCK-

00 rosrrroNS. 

40 THrI1n REComrAISRAUCE BATTALIOll. COMPAlff D HILL 

CONMI~CE PAmors nT THE HAl VAN PASS Al'rr'l OOl'rrIl'm BIDCKnJG 

POsmONS m 'J'ITF. vrCINI'J'!' OF RF.n Br.AOH NrrMBER 'NO. COMPANY A 

vlIT.J. Cm!TJ'NTTF. OPJm.ATrON'S AT nOll} mm MOTnWAD1 .. 

5& FJRm' rl\'M'.I\LIO~IJ ~IFTTr MA'R.rN'~S W1Lf, COlmT'JCT A 

1()7Mf1 FlREX, FlRDTn FRO"M POSITII')N~ AT (AT 933837), WITH :mPAr:T 

JJU"!oA.S NORTH OF Tl-JE CA TlE smlGJ( 2, ,,'~ . 
6.. NINTH 11ARINES vrrL!; EX'f.'Ml PATROL COVERAGE IN THE 

SOUTHEAST SgCTION OF m TAOR AN D UILL cmn-mNCE THE CLEARING PHASF. 

OF QUANG CIIAU lWlLE'TS (OUE) AND (~10), (m' 0069) AND (BT 0068)" 

7" FOURTH }fARDms. FInsT BATTALION \-lILL OONDUCT A 

COORnDIATED OPERATIon laTH UNITS OF THE SIXTIl ARVU REGmr.UT 0" • 

THE FENINSULA CENTERED.1lf'(BT 4416) MID on Ttt,., ISLfI}ID CE~lTERED '" 

TI ..... r.- ~ ,,'t;> "'7 nAn~('O UNCLASSIFIED 
DECLASSIFIED 

. . 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

T//

THEN SEARCH AVENUES OF APPROACH TO THE SOUTH. ONE PLATOON OF

COMPANY F WTT. PATROL GRID SQUARFS (AT 8377), (AT 8277) AND

(AT 8177).

3. THIRD BATTALION, FOURTH MARINES. WILL CONDUCT A

UNCLASSIFIED "HAMMER AND ANVIL" OPERATION WITH COMPANIES L AND M AND ELEMENTS

OF THE 224TH REGIONAL FORCES COMPANY EMPLOYING A HELILIFT INTO

LANDING ZONES AT (YD 899061) AND (YD 915061). ARTILLERY WILL

FIRE PREPARATION INTO THE LANDING ZONES AND SMOKE WILL BE USED

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE LANDING. THE REGIONAL FORCES WILL SET

UP BLOCKING POSITIONS FROM (YD 893092) SOUTHEAST TO (YD 916084).

COMPANIES L AND M WILL PATROL THE FAST AND WEST BANKS OF THE SONG

NONG RIVER FROM THE LAND ING ZONES TO THE REGIONAL FORCES BLOCK-

ING POSITIONS.

4. THIRD RECONNAISSANCE BATTALION. COMPANY D WILL

COMMENCE PATROIS IN THE HAI VAN PASS AND CONTINUE BLOCKING

POSITIONS IN THE VICINITY OF RED BEACH NUMBER TWO. COMPANY A

WITL CONTINUE OPERATIONS AT DONG DEN MOUNTAIN.

5. FIRST FATTALION, TWELFTTI MARINES WILL, CONDUCT A

107MM FIREX, FIRING FROM POSITIONS AT (AT 933837), WITH IMPACT

RIVER.AREAS NORTH OF THE CA TE SONGX

6, NINTH MARINES WILL EXTEND PATROL COVERAGE IN THE

SOUTHEAST SECTION OF THE TAOR AND WILL COMMENCE THE CLEARING PHASE

OF QUANG CHAU HAMLETS (ONE) AND (TWO), (BT 0069) AND (BT 0068).

7. FOURTH MARINES. FIRST BATTALION WILL CONDUCT A

COORDINATED OPERATION WITH UNITS OF THE SIXTH ARVN REGIMENT O'!

THE PENINSULA CENTERED (BT 4416) AND ON THE ISLAND CENTERED in

UNCLASSIFIEDDAOF
DECLASSIFIED
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(BT 1131')). ~r.mJn nA'I."'1"A'T:,:r~r, FOTTRT~T 1rA..T{m~, ANn 'J"TE T~1) 

BAT'!'.ATJI')N, 'J' mn MAnnms 1,fTLT, r,mmHC'J' 1')AV A''J) m:~T~ T)AT'lOIS. 

B. BLT T90 SLAm S~! tf.rIAL CONDUCT PA'l'R"lLS TImOllGH. 

OllT T!m QUI NIlON TAOR. 

9. TIIER~;~TY.'IWO PATROIS AND SEVEl~ AMBlTSHES PLANNED 

oonnm THE In::IT 'ftJEUTl'-FOUR'1IOURS. 

B. FIRST l1ARlllE A.IRCRAFT ~mn nmrmons 
1. !oM Ollt ONE" GRamm AIERT MID GCI/ Arm. 

2. roo ONE '1'rl0. GROmm AtrB'l', r-mLICOPrER EOOQR'l, 

cm~BT AIR PATROL, mllKE LAYIlfl, BLUE BLAZER AlID TPQ-10 BOlC8mJ" 

)~ MAG ONE ::lIX. LOGISTICAL, .Am1I1~ISTRATIVE, TROOP 

L1FT, OTlTPOST nJn.mF, AIR UNn!ID ASSATlLf, lmCOlnTAISSANCE/PHO'l'O 

ANT) smT. 

c. FIRST wy. "'AT'J'ALTON' ~!'1'REP. noNT'lUC'J.'F.T) AAW EXTRCISES 

r.rnrSJSTTt.rr. OF FOTm lTSAF F .. 102 HA!TlS Awn Em'RT 1-fAG O~ ONF. FIIB 

RAIDS. ALL RAm') 1f/lm,.. STTCCF"sSFTTtTJY F.W~Ar,Tm. 

D. VHCJ ONE. CONDTfCTED SE'~N ECM laSSIONS nl NORTH VIET ... 

HAM. FOUR J.lISSIONS WE$ IN SUPPORT OF A S~H Fm~ ROLLnlG 

THUNDER 'l'\'1Elm ... FOtlR A STRIKE THAT viAS CANCELLED D{ TIm TARGET 

AREA. THREE oonTIES SUPFORTED A SECOND AIR nMSION STRIKE on 
THE LAllG CHI EXPLOSIVES PIAN'!' 0 PASSIVE ECl! HAS CONDUCTED ENROtJIl'E 

TO AND nl THE TARGET AREA.. NO FLAK OR ElDlY AmCTW'T ':::<m EN-

ComITERJID. 

E. DO NO'!' SF.RVICE THIS l·1f!',sSAGF.; FOLUlH-tJP Am MAIL DELIVERI 

'1'0 ALI, A TlT)E}i'S 0 

GP-4 

DECLASSIFIED 
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f 

I 
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17/

(BT 4315). SECOND RATTALTON, FOURT!! MARINES, AND THE THIRT)

BATTALION, T JRD MARTNES WTLL CONDUCT DAY AND NIGHT PATROLS.

8. BLT TWO SLASI SEVEN WTLL CONDUCT PATROLS THROUGH-

OUT THE QUI NHON TAOR.
ave

9. THERE THIRTY-TWO PATROLS AND SEVEN AMBUSHES PLANNED

DURING THE NEXT TWENTY-FOUR HOURS.

B. FIRST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING INTENTIONS

1. MAG ONC ONE. GROUND ALERT AND GCI/AWEX.

2. MAG ONE TWO. GROUND ALERT, HELICOPTER ESCORT,

COMABT AIR PATROL, SHOKE LAYING, BLUE BLAZER AND TPQ-10 BOMBING.

3, MAG ONE SIX. LOGISTICAL, ADMINISTRATIVE, TROOP

LJFT, OUTPOST PELIEF, AIR LANDED ASSAULT, RFCONTAISSANCE/PHOTO

AND SPOT.

C. FIRST LAAM "ATTALION SITREP. CONDUCTED AAW EXPRCISES

CONSISTING OF FOUR USAF F-102 RAINS AND EIGHT MAG ON ONE FlB

RAIDS. ALL RAIDS WERE SUCCESSFULLY ENGAGED.

D. VMCJ ONE. CONDUCTED SEVEN ECM MISSIONS IN NORTH VIET

NAM. FOUR MISSIONS WERE IN SUPPORT OF A SEVENTH FLEET ROLLING

THUNDER TWENTY-FOUR A STRIKE THAT WAS CANCELLED IN THE TARGET

AREA. THREE SORTIES SUPPORTED A SECOND AIR DIVISION STRIKE ON

THE LANG CHI EXPLOSIVES PLANT. PASSIVE ECM WAS CONDUCTED ENROUTE

TO AND IN THE TARGET AREA. NO FLAK OR ENEMY AIRCRAFT WERE EN-

COUNTERED.

E. DO NOT SERVICE THIS MESSAGE; FOLLOW-UP AIR MAIL DELIVERY

UNCLASSIFIEDTO ALL ADDEES.

DeganFulles
RELEASED BYGP-4
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