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PART ONE! 

mGANIZATIONAL DATA 

III V.tARDlE Al'1PHIBIOUS FCRCE 

DA:'iANG Am BASE, :R.B:PUBLIC OF vmTNAM 

IEWIS VI. WALT 

Hajor General United States }1a.rine Corps 

Commanding 

Command Chronology for period 1 Sept - 30 Sept 1965 

Chief of Staff 

Deputy Chief of Staff 

Assistant Glief of Staff, 

Assistant Chief of Staff, 

Assistant Chief of Staff, 

Assistant Chief of Staff, 

Assistant Chief of Staff, 

Supply Offlcer 

Force Engineer 

G-1 

G-2 

0-3 

G-4 

G-5 

Col Regan FULIER, USHC 
to 12 Sept 1965 

Col George O. AXTELL, USHC 

Col Howard E. vJERTHAH, USEO 

Col Don W. GALT3R.EAITH, USMC 

Col reo J. DUIACKI, USNC 

Col Edwin II. SI1Y]}!OllB, USEC 

Col Harold A. HAYES, USl1C 

Col Elmer G", GLIDDEU JR, lEHO 

001 Howard G. TAFT, USEO 

Oammunications - Electronics Officer 

001 Willielll M. GHAIWif, USHC 

tkll Frederick o. DODSOa, USHC 

Lt Col i:R..trton L. LUCAS JH, USHC Adjutant 

§tIBOHDIMTE U:UTS 

3d Harine Division (-) (Rein) 

1st Harine Aircraft Wing 

Force Logistics Support Group 

2d 13attalion, 9th lv.!arines 

from 30 Sept 1965 

lI..a.j Gen lewis W. ~{ALT, USHC 

B:}en Keith B. HCCUTCHEON, USHO 

Ckll Naura J. PADALnrO, lEHC 

L!; Col William I~. D01'TAHUE JR, USHC 
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PART ONE

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

DANANG AIR BASE, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

LEWIS W. WALT

Major General United States Marine Corps

Commanding

Command Chronology for period 1 Sept - 30 Sept 1965

Col Regan FULIER, USMCChief of Staff
to 12 Sept 1965

Col George C. AXTELL, USMC

Col Howard E. WERTMAN, USMCDeputy Chief of Staff

Col Don W. GALBREAITH, USMCAssistant Chief of Staff, G-1

Col Leo J. DULACKI, USMCAssistant Chief of Staff, G-2

Col Edwin H. SIMMONS, USMCAssistant Chief of Staff, G-3

Col Harold A. HAYES, USMCAssistant Chief of Staff, G-4

Col Elmer G. GLIDDEN JR, USMCAssistant Chief of Staff, G-5

Col Howard G. TAFT, USMCSupply Officer

Col William M. GRAHAM, USMCForce Engineer

Col Frederick C. DODSON, USMCCommunications - Electronics Officer

LtCol Burton L. LUCAS JR, USMCAdjutant
from 30 Sept 1965

COMMANDERSUBORDINATE UNITS

3d Marine Division (-) (Rein) MajGen Lewis W. WALT, USMC

BGen Keith B. MCCUTCHEON, USMC1st Marine Aircraft Wing

Col Mauro J. PADALINO, USMCForce Logistics Support Group

LtCol William F. DONAHUE JR, USMC2d Battalion, 9th Marines
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7th Ene;ineer3attalion 

1st force Roconnaissance Co 
• p" .;} 

~ ,.,,.' 

CO~nications Support Co 
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Lt Col Ermine L. l-1EEI<ER, USMC 

Maj Nalcolm C. GAFFEN, USHO 
\ 

Maj Donald L. NURPHY, USMC 

Communication Co, 7th Communication 3n Ca.pt Char Ie sT. HA1,:1PTON, USNC 

USHC 

Officer En1i~teg 

32,019 

Average Honthly Strength 

.Qfi'icer 

268 
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Enlisted Total 

3,204 37,853 
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COMMANDERSUBORDINATE UNITS

LtCol Ermine L. MEEKER, USMC7th Engineer Battalion

Maj Malcolm C. GAFFEN, USMC1st Force Reconnaissance Co

Maj Donald L. MURPHY, USMCCommunications Support Co

Capt Charles T. HAMPTON, USMCCommunication Co, 7th Communication Bn

Average Monthly Strength

USNUSMC

Enlisted TotalOfficerEnlistedOfficer

37,853268 3,20432,0192,366
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PAHT T'~10 

SIGNlJ:.'ICANr EVJ:i.arrS 

A. General. During September 1965, III lvlarine Amphibious :B'orce lIead­
~uarters was located at coordinates (AT 994757) which is 350 meters west of 
the D.imAlW Air Base in the Republic of Vietnam, adjacent to the 3d }IIarine 
Division and 1st Ha.:dne Aircrb,ft Wing command posts. All forces under the 
operational control of III 1I1at' were located in the I Corps Tacticcl Zone. 
The 2d Battalion, 7th II'farines and m1JlI-}63 '.,ere attached to Task Force Alia 
in II CI1:2 during September. III HAF continued the build up of forces as 
personnel strength increased from 30,912 to 37,853 in September. 

B. Operations. III joJ.AF continued to conduct unilateral and coordinated 
operations in support of the mission as contained in reference (a). One 
operation vIas conducted on 7 September in support of HVNAF, as Sl)ecificnlly 
spelled out in lbase III of reference (a), by rapidly moving 3d Battalion, 
3d }i'Uirines into the area south of the DANANG IJ:1AOR (AT 965615) to relieve the 
pressure the VC were exerting on AH.VN forces. Expansion of the D.ANAHG TAOn 
southward permitted III llAlP to begin operation GOLDillN :nI;.;ECE; an operation 
aimed at denying the VO access to the rich rice producing areas alonr: the 
SONG CAU ro, SONG YEN, SONG BAU and SONG VINH DIE:N. 

C. Bnem,y Activity. fl1he Viet Cong reverted from the tactic of amassing 
large forces to small unit ad ions during September. This chane is attri­
buted largely to the results of Operation STAHLITE; the surprise search and 
destroy operation which proved that hrge concentrations of VC forces could 
be discovered and defeated by US/RVN ]lorces. In revertine; to small unit 
activity, the VC concentrated on ingenious land mines and booby traps in an 
effort to limit III LAF offensive action. 

II • Ol;ERAl'IQiJS 

A. USl·.C Operuiions. The most si{,nificant unilateral III LA&' operation 
in SepteJ:lbex' was Operation G(jLDl~ll ]'1~)~Cl~ which was conducted in the southern 
sector of the DANAHG 'LAOR to prevent the VC from taking the newly harvested 
rice from the farmers. This opel'e. tion consisted of continuous patrols, 
search and destroy operations, and ambushes in the a.rea where the rice being 
harvested. Operation GOLDEN FLEECE began on 9 Sel)tember and will continue 
until the rice crop in the DAHAI1G T.AOR is harvested. r.chis operation in­
creased III l'J,AF activity and consequently the number of USIVlO initiated VO 
contacts rose from 44 in Au{,ust to 228 in September. The casualty results 
of III LA}!' operutions are shown in Table 1. 
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PART TWO

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

I. INTRODUCTION

A. General. During September 1965, III Marine Amphibious Force Head-
quarters was located at coordinates (AT 994757) which is 350 meters west of
the DANANG Air Base in the Republic of Vietnam, adjacent to the 3d Marine
Division and 1st Marine Aircraft Wing command posts. All forces under the
operational control of III MAF were located in the I Corps Tactical Zone.
The 2d Battalion, 7th Marines and HMM-363 were attached to Task Force Alfa
in II CTZ during September. III MAF continued the build up of forces as
personnel strength increased from 30,912 to 37,853 in September.

B. Operations. III MAF continued to conduct unilateral and coordinated
operations in support of the mission as contained in reference (a). One
operation was conducted on 7 September in support of RVNAF, as specifically
spelled out in Phase III of reference (a), by rapidly moving 3d Battalion,
3d Marines into the area south of the DANANG TAOR (AT 965615) to relieve the
pressure the VC were exerting on ARVN forces. Expansion of the DANANG TAOR
southward permitted III MAF to begin operation GOLDEN FLEECE; an operation
aimed at denying the VC access to the rich rice producing areas along the
SONG CAU DO, SONG YEN, SONG BAU and SONG VINH DIEN.

C. Enemy Activity. The Viet Cong reverted from the tactic of amassing
large forces to small unit actions during September. This change is attri-
buted largely to the results of Operation STARLITE; the surprise search and

destroy operation which proved that large concentrations of VC forces could
be discovered and defeated by US/RVN Forces. In reverting to small unit
activity, the VC concentrated on ingenious land mines and booby traps in an
effort to limit III MAF offensive action.

II. OPERATIONS

A. USMC Operations. The most significant unilateral III 1 AF operation
in September was Operation GOLDEN FLEECE which was conducted in the southern
sector of the DANANG TAOR to prevent the VC from taking the newly harvested
rice from the farmers. This operation consisted of continuous patrols,
search and destroy operations, and anbushes in the area where the rice being
harvested. Operation GOLDEN FLEECE began on 9 September and will continue
until the rice crop in the DANANG TAOR is harvested. This operation in-
creased III MAF activity and consequently the number of USMC initiated VC
contacts rose from 44 in August to 228 in September. The casualty results
of III MAF operations are shown in Table I.
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TABlE I 

216 
37 

$95 
49 

CASUALTY RESULTS III MAF OPE1U.TIONS SEPT 196, 

As indicated by Table I, the Ul'f41O,lVO ldl1 ratio ft8$.8:l, a 
decrease from the 10:1 ratio results of August. This decrease can be 
attributed to the fact that no concentrated large force VC resistance, ot 
Operation STARLITE magnitude, was encountered in September. 

B. Coordinated ~erat:l..On8. Three major operations were conducted in 
September In coordin8:1on With RVNAF; the largest of which was Operation 
PIRANHA. 

1. ~eration PlRANHl. This coordinated operation was a search and 
deetro,y atta~ in the QUANG HOAI area east of NS grid line BS 72, south of 
EW grid line BS 90, north of EW grid line BS 81. The attack was launched at 
0630 on 7 September by forces of the 7th Marines (lst and 3d battalions) and 
ARVN units consisting of 2d Battalion, 4th Regiment and 2d Vie tnamese Marine 
Corps Battalion. None ot tba apprOXimately 3,300 dwelllngs in the III MA.F 
portion ot the objective were destroyed and there were only 2 civilian 
casualties (2 WU). This is a direct result of troop indoctrination and the 
prudent use of supporting arms. Only scattered concentrations of VC forees 
were encountered during the four ~ operation, and most of the VC casualties, 
shawn in Table II, resulted from the discovery and destruction of caves and 
fighting holes; 66 VC were killed in a single cave. Details of the opera­
tion are reported in references (c) and (d). 

RVlW' KIA 
WI! 

va KIA 

RVNAF 

VCC 
WPNS CAPTURED 

S 
33 

06 
11 
11 

TABLE II 

USMC IW. 
WI! 

VO KIA 
VCC 

WPNS CAPTURED 

U~C 

1 
l2 

112 
49 
10 

CASUALTY RESULTS OF OPERATION PIRANHA 7-10 SEPTEMBER 196, 

2. Operation QUYET TANG lO~. This operation started alta unilateral 
search and destroy iiiission conduct; by ARVN forces 10 kiloll1eters south of 
DANA.NG on 7 September. Heavy re.istance was encountered, however, and at 
0730 on lO September General THI~ the I Corps commander, requested USMC assist­
ance. In response to this +8qu8St, the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines was airlifted 
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VCUSMC

216KIA37KIA
VCC 37DOW 3

595274 VCSWIA
49Wpns Captured

TABLE I

CASUALTY RESULTS III MAF OPERATIONS SEPT 1965

As indicated by Table I, the USMC/VC kill ratio was 5.8:1, a
decrease from the 10:1 ratio results of August. This decrease can be
attributed to the fact that no concentrated large force VC resistance, of
Operation STARLITE magnitude, was encountered in September.

B. Coordinated Operations. Three major operations were conducted in
September in coordination with RVNAF; the largest of which was Operation
PIRANHA.

1. Operation PIRANHA. This coordinated operation was a search and
destroy attack in the QUANG NGAI area east of NS grid line BS 72, south of
EW grid line BS 90, north of EW grid line BS 81. The attack was launched at
0630 on 7 September by forces of the 7th Marines (1st and 3d battalions) and
ARVN units consisting of 2d Battalion, 4th Regiment and 2d Vie tnamese Marine
Corps Battalion. None of the approximately 3,300 dwellings in the III MAF
portion of the objective were destroyed and there were only 2 civilian
casualties (2 WIA). This is a direct result of troop indoctrination and the
prudent use of supporting arms. Only scattered concentrations of VC forces
were encountered during the four day operation, and most of the VC casualties,
shown in Table II, resulted from the discovery and destruction of caves and
fighting holes; 66 VC were killed in a single cave. Details of the opera-
tion are reported in references (c) and (d).

USMCRVNAF

5 USMC KIARVNAF KIA 1
WIA33 12WIA

66 KIAVC 112KIAVC
49VCC11VCC
10WPNS CAPTURED11WPNS CAPTURED

TABLE II

CASUALTY RESULTS OF OPERATION PIRANHA 7-10 SEPTEMBER 1965

2. Operation QUYET TANG 10/N. This operation started as a unilateral
search and destroy mission conducted by ARVN forces lo kilometers south of
DANANG on 7 September. Heavy resistance was encountered, however, and at
0730 on 10 September General THI, the I Corps commander, requested USMC assist-
ance. In response to this request, the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines was airlifted
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from CUU 1A1 to the target liU'ea in the vicinity of ('rid coordinates (AT 
965G15). Of p,:xticular significances in this operation was the rapidity of 
this fifty mile lllovementof 1,037 troops. The first wave of troops departed 
CHU LAI at 101230H and the la_st element of troops and supplies ,-ras in place 

~,1,\1!! . :"I"bf'!l1:D1U40H. The operatic)fl terminated at 151600H, and resulted in 3 Na.rines 
v~t" .,.,,,eKTIl:; including the Ilattalion Conu"fisJlder, and 4 IVIarines VIA. All l!Jarine 

casual ties were caused b;y mines. 'I'he details of the operation are reported 
in references (c) and (d). 

3. Operation IlJUm HOOK. This search and clear operatio.n "ras con­
ducted in the vicinity of e;rid coordinates (:8T 680000) (1l1J:1 677995) (J3T640060) 
(BT 670057) by the 1st Battalion, 7th Earines and a reinforced squad frolil tre 
3d ReCOlmaissance Battalion in conjunction with the A'\VN junk fleet. It began 
at 260641Il and is extendin{~' into October. Ini tie.l action consisted of over­
land movement of one company to the vicinity of grid coordinates (Err 663031) 
and helicopter lift of second comIJany into a lE,nding zone in the vicinity 
of grid coordinates (BT 6"{6005). l~lements of the 3d Heconnaissance Battalion 
\V'ere helicopter lifted into a landing zone in the vicinity of {,'rid coordinates 
(Bill 65044). Little ree:istance W'l.S encountered so Company ]3 and the Recon­
nDissauce company viere removed from the operation on 27 September. Casua.l­
ties results by 30 September were I 1 lJarine wounded rmd 17 vas captured. 

4. Other Ooo:rdinated Operations. There were four more coordinated 
platoon - cOfllpany size opera-bions. Also, the combined USl~C/Popular Porces 
C01.1lPany at HU.ri: PHU BAI continued its highly successful self-help demonstra­
tions to the Vietnamese :people in the HU£) PHU BAI area. This uniflue organi­
zation of' 60 }iarines and 150 Vietnamese is billeted in the village of THTlY 
rlTIJ (YD 91j11tl), where approximately half of their operations consisted of 
helping the villagers to repair bridees, roads and other civic action projects. 
1'he prillary indication of the success of this operation is the le.rge amount of 
reliable information on va activity which is received by the comJ:any. 

5. SWlImac,y. In addition to the three major operations mentioned 
above, III 1.AF conducted 2,880 patrols, ambushes and minor search end des­
tr'oy operations; US;.c initiated contacts with VC force were encountered on 
290 of the operations. 

c. Air Support. 

1. 1!'ixed i·Ting. 1st N_A'd fixed ',Ving jet aircraft flew 2,647 sorties 
in Se])tember. ~'his was an increase 01' approximately 800 sorties over 
August operations; almost half of the sorties ''lere flown in sup{'ort of other 
commands, including forty-seven electronic countermeasures (EON) strikes, 
and twelve }!;1IN'l' Illissions for 2d Air Division, and thirty-two 7th }J'leot ECH 
strikes. ~'he ECI-I and _i~I,IlJT missions were flown ae-;ainst air control radar 
and SL_:rface-to-Air I'tissile (SAN) sites in Korth Vietnam in support of U:3Aj!' 
and m.m strikes. 

2. Helicopter. Helicopter support cc:tpabili ties were increased in 
Se],lteLlber by kAG-36 becoming operational. UH-34 and DR-IE helicopters were 
used to tro.nSIJOrt troolJs and supplies, in support of III LAP and:.NII;XB' 
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from CHU LAI to the target area in the vicinity of erid coordinates (AT
965615). Of particular significances in this operation was the rapidity of
this fifty mile movement of 1,037 troops. The first wave of troops departed
CHU LAI at 101230H and the last element of troops and supplies was in place
My 1840H. The operation terminated at 151600H, and resulted in 3 Marines
RTA, including the Battalion Commander, and 4 Marines WIA. All Marine
casualties were caused by mines. The details of the operation are reported
in references (c) and (a).

3. Operation HARD ROCK. This search and clear operation was con-
ducted in the vicinity of grid coordinates (BT 680000) (BT 677995) (BT640060)
(BT 670057) by the 1st Battalion, 7th Marines and a reinforced squad from the
3d Reconnaissance Battalion in conjunction with the ARVN junk fleet. It began
at 260641H and is extending into October. Initial action consisted of over-
land movement of one company to the vicinity of grid coordinates (BT 663031)
and helicopter lift of second company into a landing zone in the vicinity
of grid coordinates (BT 676005). Elements of the 3d Reconnaissance Battalion
were helicopter lifted into a landing zone in the vicinity of grid coordinates
(BT 665044). Little resistance was encountered SO Company B and the Recon-
naissance company were removed from the operation on 27 September. Casual-
ties results by 30 September were: 1 Marine wounded and 17 VCS captured.

4. Other Coordinated Operations. There were four more coordinated
platoon - company size operations. Also, the combined USMC/Popular Forces
Company at HUE PHU BAI continued its highly successful self-help demonstra-
tions to the Vietnamese people in the HUE PHU BAI area. This unique organi-zation of 60 Marines and 150 Vietnamese is billeted in the village of THUY
PHU (YD 913118), where approximately half of their operations consisted of
helping the villagers to repair bridges, roads and other civic action projects.The primary indication of the success of this operation is the large amount of
reliable information on VC activity which is received by the company.

5. Summary. In addition to the three major operations mentioned
above, III 1.AF conducted 2,880 patrols, ambushes and minor search and des-
troy operations; USE initiated contacts with VC force were encountered on
290 of the operations.

C. Air Support.

1. Fixed Wing. 1st MAW fixed Wing jet aircraft flew 2,647 sorties
in September. This was an increase of approximately 800 sorties over
August operations; almost half of the sorties were flown in support of other
commands, including forty-seven electronic countermeasures (ECM) strikes,
and twelve ELINT missions for 2d Air Division, and thirty-two 7th Fleet ECM
strikes. The ECM and ELINT missions were flown against air control radar
and Surface-to-Air Missile (SAM) sites in North Vietnam in support of USAF
and USN strikes.

2. Helicopter. Helicopter support capabilities were increased in
September by MAG-36 becoming operational. UH-34 and UH-IE helicopters wereused to transport troops and supplies, in support of III MAF and RVNAF
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operations. The UH1E WaS additionally used for FAC (airborne), psycholo­
gical warfare, and cOlrurtand aircraft dutie~. The UH-37 helicopters, brought 
in by lIlaG-36, Hore used for heavy supply movement and to salvage a 'OH-34 
which crash landed during Operation PIHAtJIA. 

3. Transport. The capabilities of the KC-130 aircraft were 
expanded during September by the addition of a new mission in support of 
USI'lC air-cround team operations when a KC-130 functioned as the direct 
air sUl)port center (DASC) for Operation JlIRANRA. The aircraft stayed air­
borne 9 hours controlling aircraft, relaying information and providing a 
sow'ce of emGrCency air refueling for A4 and ]'4 aircraft. This afforded 
excellent communications and control and resulted in a definite improve­
ment in coordinating the air-ground team concept. 

4. B-52 Exploitation Plan§.. Operation Plan 101-66 (reference (f)) 
was published on 9 September to establish a basis for using B-52 aircraft 
to attack YO forces in the I Corps area in conjunction with USNC/ AB.YN 
follow-up operations. 

D. Naval Gunfire. CTG 70.8 continued to support III HAF op:lrations 
during September by firing 1,175 rounds of ammunition. The decrease from 
the 5,096 rounds firod in AUl:,ust is attributed to the limited SC111e of YC 
resistance. 

E. .l!Jxpansion. In order to :provide better protection for the DANANG 
Air Base from mortar attack, CG III MAF requested, in a letter to CG I 
Corps, that the DAlliUW T.AOR be expanded to the south, and that a reconnais­
sance zone be established south of the TAOR. The expansion was approved by 
Brigadier General THI, CG I Corps, on 21 September. Enclosure (1) contains 
the correspondence concerning the Gxpansion and an overlay of the newly 
established southern boundary for the TAOR and RZ. 

F. Enemv Activity. 

1. General. YC initiated contacts in III F~Al!' TAOH's increased 
from 250 in August to 489 in September. The intensity of the attacks and 
the size of attacking forc as decreased, hO'llever, as indicated by the de­
crea.9C in llarine casual ties from 534 in August to 297 in September. 

2. Land 11ines. The most effective form of attack utili7.ed by 
VC forces "laS the booby trap/land mine which accounted for 17 KIA and 71 
vTIA; almost a third of the total III IJJUt' battle casualtie s in September. 
One of the casualties waD a Battalion Commander. 

3. Tactics. There were no VO initiated concentrated attacks 
dW'ing September and only one sienificant ambush; however resistance to 
U8hC initiated attacks ,fas more stubborn and contact time prior to YC 
withdrawal was lonGer. 

E 
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operations. The UHLE was additionally used for FAC (airborne), psycholo-
gical warfare, and command aircraft duties. The UH-37 helicopters, brought
in by MAG-36, were used for heavy supply movement and to salvage a UH-34
which crash landed during Operation PIRANHA.

3. Transport. The capabilities of the KC-130 aircraft were

expanded during September by the addition of a new mission in support of
USMC air-ground team operations when a KC-130 functioned as the direct
air support center (DASC) for Operation PIRANHA. The aircraft stayed air-
borne 9 hours controlling aircraft, relaying information and providing a
source of emergency air refueling for A4 and F4 aircraft. This afforded
excellent communications and control and resulted in a definite improve-
ment in coordinating the air-ground team concept.

4. B-52 Exploitation Plans. Operation Plan 101-66 (reference (f))
was published on 9 September to establish a basis for using B-52 aircraft
to attack VC forces in the I Corps area in conjunction with USMC/ARVN
follow-up operations.

D. Naval Gunfire. CTG 70.8 continued to support III MAF operations
during September by firing 1,175 rounds of ammunition. The decrease from
the 5,096 rounds fired in August is attributed to the limited scale of VC
resistance.

E. Expansion. In order to provide better protection for the DANANG
Air Base from mortar attack, CG III MAF requested, in a letter to CG I

Corps, that the DANANG TAOR be expanded to the south, and that a reconnais-
sance zone be established south of the TAOR. The expansion was approved by
Brigadier General THI, CG I Corps, on 21 September. Enclosure (1) contains
the correspondence concerning the expansion and an overlay of the newly
established southern boundary for the TAOR and RZ.

F. Enemy Activity.

1. General. VC initiated contacts in III MAF TAOR's increased
from 250 in August to 489 in September. The intensity of the attacks and
the size of attacking forces decreased, however, as indicated by the de-
crease in Marine casualties from 534 in August to 297 in September.

2. Land Mines. The most effective form of attack utilized by
VC forces was the booby trap/land mine which accounted for 17 KIA and 71
WIA; almost a third of the total III MAF battle casualties in September.
One of the casualties was a Battalion Commander.

3. Tactics. There were no VC initiated concentrated attacks

during September and only one significant ambush; however resistance to
USMC initiated attacks was more stubborn and contact time prior to VC

withdrawal was longer.

III. INTELLIGENCE.
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A. General. Intelligence reports indicated an overall change in VC 
activi ty from the massing of 18l'ee forces near III HA.!" Air Bases which 
occurred in August. The remail'l.der of the VC units involved in q,eration 
STA::tLI7E 'vere reported to be reconsolidating, retraining, and re-equipp­
ing in the general area of All KY in the vicinity of coordinates CBS 7tp,2). 
Based on thene reports Operation PmA;1HA was launched. 'lhe details of 
the operation are reported in the C\Jerations section of this report and 
in refer Gl1ces (c) and (d). 

B. VC Reorganization. There appeared to be a reorganization of the 
structure of VC forces Vlhich lnvol ved integrating North Vietnamese troops 
into the existing units in the III ltAl" TAOR.' s. The PAVl'T troops wbich "rere 
integrated into 10c'a1 l.mits were reported to be sent in to boo.st morale 
which had been deflated by S'l'ARLITE. 

C. Local Support. Information received from captives and ralliers 
(defectors) indicated that the VO efforts to colleet rice through taxation 
and bond issue did not totally replen:Lsh their d",indling supply, and that 
rural support was eradually diminishing. This trend could have a definite 
effect on va morale and capabilities in future operations. 

IV • PEIlSO'~'ni;L MID ADl'TTIS 'l'FI.~. 

A. Strength. The aver8.[:e personnel s tren,c:th of III HAF increased 
from 30,912 to .37,853 in September as 1,:lAG-36 and l'TACS-7 completed tl1dr 
movenent into countr:r, and individual rotation became effective. 

13. Personnel RotAtion. In Aue:ust G:1C directed a change from unit to 
indi vidual rotation. In response to this , individual replacements began 
arri ving in September, and a system of redistr:i.buting personnel was in-
i tiated by the 1st HAW to provide a transition to the new system 'oJ'hich 
... rill res1Jl t in an even flow of personnel into and out of Wing units. The 
lnitlal redistribution was conducted between HAG-.36 and HAG-16; thereby 
providin(~ HAG-36 Hi th combat experienced personnel and preventing a complete 
exodus of e:;qJerionce in 1,rAG-16 due to personnel rotation. The 3d Narine 
Division is phnl1ing a similiar program. 

O. Orvanization. An Adjutant Section was activated in III }W~ on 30 
September 1965 to prov'ide a method of control for the increasing load 
of administrDti ve requirements. A Table of Organiza.tion was also sumi tted 
for a separate Haval Component Command Staff in ca::;e that organization should 
be sepF.lrated from III HAF. The proposed T/o is included as enclosure (2) 
to thir:; report. 

D. Rest and HeerGation Progrem". The III Jv1AF H&R program to Hong Kong 
and Bangkok was cancelled on 3 September by CO:r--HJS}1ACV, and the l\ACV ReR 
flights to lIong Kong ... Jere also c811ceiled from .3 September through 15 
September. A III MAF sponsored R&R program to Okina.wa was started on 18 
September ",bieh provided a. daily flight from FUTEHA. to DA1JANG or OHU LAI 
to J?UTEIIA. The R8<R period consists of four nights in OkinaHa, ... lith billet­
ing and mossing provided by HOAF Futema and Camp Butler. Table III indieates 

r. 
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A. General. Intelligence reports indicated an overall change in VC

activity from the massing of large forces near III MAF Air Bases which
occurred in August. The remainder of the VC units involved in Operation
STARLITE were reported to be reconsolidating, retraining, and re-equipp-
ing in the general area of AN KY in the vicinity of coordinates (BS 7682).
Based on these reports Operation PIRANHA was launched. The details of
the operation are reported in the Operations section of this report and
in references (c) and (d).

B. VC Reorganization. There appeared to be a reorganization of the
structure of VC forces which involved integrating North Vietnamese troops
into the existing units in the III MAF TAOR's. The PAVN troops which were

integrated into local units were reported to be sent in to boost morale
which had been deflated by STARLITE.

C. Local Support. Information received from captives and ralliers
(defectors) indicated that the VC efforts to collect rice through taxation
and bond issue did not totally replenish their dwindling supply, and that
rural support was gradually diminishing. This trend could have a definite
effect on VC morale and capabilities in future operations.

IV. PERSONEI AND ADMINISTRATION.

A. Strength. The average personnel strength of III MAF increased
from 30,912 to 37,853 in September as MAG-36 and MACS-7 completed their
movement into country, and individual rotation became effective.

B. Personnel Rotation. In August CMC directed a change from unit to

individual rotation. In response to this, individual replacements began
arriving in September, and a system of redistributing personnel was in-

itiated by the 1st MAW to provide a transition to the new system which
will result in an even flow of personnel into and out of Wing units. The
initial redistribution was conducted between MAG-36 and MAG-16; thereby
providing MAG-36 with combat experienced personnel and preventing a complete
exodus of experience in MAG-16 due to personnel rotation. The 3d Marine
Division is planning a similiar program.

C. Organization. An Adjutant Section was activated in III MAF on 30

September 1965 to provide a method of control for the increasing load
of administrative requirements. A Table of Organization was also submitted
for a separate Naval Component Command Staff in case that organization should
be separated from III MAF. The proposed T/O is included as enclosure (2)

to this report.

D. Rest and Recreation Programs. The III MAF R&R program to Hong Kong
and Bangkok was cancelled on 3 September by COMUSMACV, and the MACV R&R

flights to Hong Kong were also cancelled from 3 September through 15

September. A III MAF sponsored R&R program to Okinawa was started on 18

September which provided a daily flight from FUTEMA to DANANG or CHU LAI
to FUTEMA. The R&R period consists of four nights in Okinawa, with billet-

ing and messing provided by MCAF Futema and Camp Butler. Table III indicates

6

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

& 

III HAl!' participation in R&R programs in September 1965. 

1hngkok 
Hong I\ong 
Okinawa 
Total 

Jl1ACV Progr81l1 III MAP Program 

300 
178 

o 
478 

TAdIE II I 

34 
115 

*120 
1269 

III lTAF PARTICIPATION !!IT R8iR. PROGRA1.£ sn;PT 1965 

~ 

334 
293 

WQ 
1747 

E. Currengy Co~~. Conversion from U.S. dollars to military 
payment certificate (gPO) was established on 1 September. Force Order 
7000.1 (enclosure (5)) est.ablished regulations for exchange and possession 
of various currencies. 

F. &lY,;l..I!2:t,erpreter Pro~rwl1. Force Order 5312.8 (enclosure (6)) 'vas 
published on 21 September 1965 establishing the policy and guidelines for 
the AHV:'T interpreters assigned to the conunand. As of 30 September there 
were 5L, kWN interpreters assigned. 

V. LOGIS'rIOS. 

A. General. The tempo of loe;istic operations continued at an ever 
increasing pace with emphasis on attaining the desired stockage objectives 
of classes of supply, and improving the overall logistic posture of the 
Force. Particular attention was directed to the establishment of a Joint 
Transportation Office, a Th.eatre HOV6ment Plan, computation of requirements 
to support Phase II operation inctVN and the development of a logistic 
Organization for HES'i'PAO. A modification of the tasks and mission of the 
Naval· Support Activity was recommended to CINcPACFLT by CG III HAF msg 
292328Z Sept 1965. Specifically, it ,-ras recommended that a sub-depot be 
established at CHD LAl to provide the required support for port operations 
and to relieve the tactical resources vrhich are currently committed for 
Iogist:1.cs-Over-the-Shore (LOTS) operations. 

B. Port Operations. 

1. nur'ing September 19651 6Lt ,218 measured tons of cargo were dis­
charged through the Port of DANANG and 21,878 measured tons were discharged 
at CHU MI. Discharge of cargo at DANA1\~G has been impeded by lack of suf­
ficient lighterage and a backlog of ships to be offloaded continues. The 
lack of ligh,terage, and in particular the lack of IST's, has caused a back­
log of cargo '\-laiting to be shipped from DA\JA"IJG to both CHU !AI and PHD BAI. 

2. Cargo discharge operations were further interrupted at CHU IAI 
by foul 'vJee,ther on 18 September. '1\10 sections of causeway '\-mre broached 
and IST-399 ran a.ground in the CUS EO inlet attempting to reach the IST 
sand reJ;lp. 

F [ 
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III MAF participation in R&R programs in September 1965.

TotalMACV Program III MAF Program

33434300Bangkok
293115178Hong Kong

112011200Okinawa
1269 1747478Total

TABLE III

III MAF PARTICIPATION IN R&R PROGRAMS SEPT 1965

E. Currency Conversion. Conversion from U.S. dollars to military
payment certificate (MPC) was established on 1 September. Force Order

7000.1 (enclosure (5)) established regulations for exchange and possession
of various currencies.

F. ARVN Interpreter Program. Force Order 5312.8 (enclosure (6)) was

published on 21 September 1965 establishing the policy and guidelines for
the ARVN interpreters assigned to the command. As of 30 September there
were 54 ARVN interpreters assigned.

V. LOGISTICS.

A. General. The tempo of logistic operations continued at an ever

increasing pace with emphasis on attaining the desired stockage objectives
of classes of supply, and improving the overall logistic posture of the
Force. Particular attention was directed to the establishment of a Joint

Transportation Office, a Theatre Movement Plan, computation of requirements
to support Phase II operation in RVN and the development of a Logistic
Organization for WESTPAC. A modification of the tasks and mission of the
Naval Support Activity was recommended to CINCPACFLT by CG III MAF msg
292328Z Sept 1965. Specifically, it was recommended that a sub-depot be
established at CHU LAI to provide the required support for port operations
and to relieve the tactical resources which are currently committed for

Logistics-Over-the-Shore (LOTS) operations.

B. Port Operations.

1. During September 1965, 64,218 measured tons of cargo were dis-

charged through the Port of DANANG and 21,878 measured tons were discharged
at CHU LAI. Discharge of cargo at DANAING has been impeded by lack of suf-
ficient lighterage and a backlog of ships to be offloaded continues. The
lack of lighterage, and in particular the lack of LST's, has caused a back-

log of cargo waiting to be shipped from DANANG to both CHU LAI and PHU BAI.

2. Cargo discharge operations were further interrupted at CHU LAI

by foul weather on 18 September. Two sections of causeway were broached
and LST-399 ran aground in the CUS HO inlet attempting to reach the LST
sand ranp.
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C. S~p1y. 

1. All classes of supply Here adequate with only a few exceptions. 
A shortage of BA-279 batteries required 3d FSR to air-ship 101 000 in res­
ponse to 00 III 11» request of 16 September. 

2. On 22 September, CG FHfi'PAC instituted the Red Ball Prof,ram. 
This program provides for designating items that require exceptional supply 
action \-1hich will receive immediate transportation priority. Accelerated 
follow up action is taken on these items, on a continuing basis, untU 
supply action is completod. 

3. An .Army mobile test facility for POL products requested by III 
l,iI\}' arrived at QUI l\l1IO'lf and was transhipped to DA:'IA"'!G on 30 Soptember. 
This mobilo laboratory will be locnted at DANANG Air Base and manned by a 
U. S. Army team of one officer and seven enlisted men. It will provide 
quality control services for all units in the I Corps area, and "Till re­
sult in considerable time saving for testing POL products. Heretofore, 
all samples of POL Here delivered to SAIGON for testing. '!his reSl'lted 
in a 24 to L.8 hour delc'3Y before POL could be certified for u.se. 

4. USlLlYIS, Okinawa 1.Jas designated tr e prj.mary source 0:' supply 
for packaged POL products, but deli vedes are not expected until approxi­
mately 15 November. In the interirll, COHSR:~VPAC has arranged for shipments 
direct from CONllS. 

5. On 11 September, CG F],'!F.'PAC granted authority for the FISG to 
extend the lead time for Class II items from 15 days to 45 d~s. This 
will more accurately reflect the act1Jal lead t:Lm8 required for these items. 

D. Construction. 

1. Construction durin,'!, the month of September was h81llpered by 
I:leavy rains Hhi ch dam.aged the roe.ds in both the DANA ;'JG and COO IAI enclaves. 
A maj or effort was required to keep essential roads open and traffic to a 
mini'1lum. The priority of crushed rock for road surfacing has compounded 
the problen, and rock crushel:' bl:'eakdo'ms impeded the production of gl:'avel. 

2. Hepairs to the southern L"OOO feet of the CHU LAl expeditionary 
airfield ',tere started on 2 September. These repairs were required to 
restore tho laterite base beneath the rumfay matting. '!he matting is 
being lifted in 1000 foot segments and the laterite base is being replaced 
by a 14 percent mixture 0::: sand and cement before re-laying the matting. 
This mixture is expected to hold up under continuous loads better during 
wet weather than J.ateri te. 

3. On 12 September, construction of the southern helicoptel:' park­
ing apron for lfA.G-36 was completed at clm LAI. 

III 
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C. Supply.

1. All classes of supply were adequate with only a few exceptions.
A shortage of BA-279 batteries required 3d FSR to air-ship 10,000 in res-

ponse to CG III MAF request of 16 September.

2. On 22 September, CG FMFPAC instituted the Red Ball Program.
This program provides for designating items that require exceptional supply
action which will receive immediate transportation priority. Accelerated
follow up action is taken on these items, on a continuing basis, until

supply action is completed.

3. An Army mobile test facility for POL products requested by III
MAF arrived at QUI NHON and was transhipped to DANANG on 30 September.
This mobile laboratory will be located at DANANG Air Base and manned by a
U. S. Army team of one officer and seven enlisted men. It will provide
quality control services for all units in the I Corps area, and will re-
sult in considerable time saving for testing POL products. Heretofore,
all samples of POL were delivered to SAIGON for testing. This resulted
in a 24 to 48 hour delay before POL could be certified for use.

4. USARYIS, Okinawa was designated the primary source of supply
for packaged POL products, but deliveries are not expected until approxi-
mately 15 November. In the interim, COMSERVPAC has arranged for shipments
direct from CONUS.

5. On 11 September, CG FMFPAC granted authority for the FLSG to

extend the lead time for Class II items from 15 days to 45 days. This
will more accurately reflect the actual lead time required for these items.

D. Construction.

l. Construction during the month of September was hampered by
heavy rains which damaged the roads in both the DANANG and CHU LAI enclaves.
A major effort was required to keep essential roads open and traffic to a

minimum. The priority of crushed rock for road surfacing has compounded
the problem, and rock crusher breakdowns impeded the production of gravel.

2. Repairs to the southern 4,000 feet of the CHU LAI expeditionary
airfield were started on 2 September. These repairs were required to

restore the laterite base beneath the runway matting. The matting is

being lifted in 1000 foot segments and the laterite base is being replaced
by a 14 percent mixture of sand and cement before re-laying the matting.
This mixture is expected to hold up under continuous loads better during
wet weather than laterite.

3. On 12 September, construction of the southern helicopter park-

ing apron for MAG-36 was completed at CHU LAT.
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1~. TlVo 10,000 barrel capacity fuel tanks were completed on 20 

September at DAN:HJG Air Base. 'lhese fuel tanks are part of a planned tank 
farm of twelve IJ,OOO barrel tanJes to support the Air 'Base. 

5. On 25 September, installation of a 150 foot, 60 ton capacity 
floating bridge to span the SONG TUY LOAN (River) at coordinates (AT 946699) 
was accomplished to provide an important link in the Umi ted lines of corn­
munication in the DANANG 1'AOfl. 

6, Construction of the 400 bed hospital at Marble Nountain con­
tinued at a rapid rate '-lith required materials on hand. A total of 23 
buildings, '-lere under construction bjr the end of the month. The first 
increment is expected to be completed by 15 O:Jtooox' 1965. 

E. Lines of Communication. 

1. (h 2 September, CG III HAF INCC requested permission of the 
CG, I Corps, AJ1VN, to use the e:dsting railroad bed from the DANMTG Air 
Base south to the SONG THU :I3AU River, as a communication route for wheeled 
vehicles. Specifically, it was requested that III 11AF be allowed to remove 
the rail tracks and ties, stacking tnem alongside the road bed ready for 
reinstallation. CG, III HAI'"iNCC further offered to schedule pioneer type 
maintenance of the road bed and to mwte repairs of those sections already 
damased by enemy action. 

F. Base Development. 

1. ilmmunit,ion StorlUie. (h 23 September, representatives from the 
co:,mSJ'1ACV anununi tion Office visited this Headquarters in connection with 
ammunition storage facilities. These representatives made it clear that 
the NCC was not required to construct or operate a joint e!Jlmuni tion stor­
age facility. 

2. III liAF HeadQuarters. Rear echelon elements of the 2d ARVN 
Division r amain in facilities which are scheduled to be occupied by I-Iead­
quarters elements of III HAP. These 2d Division rear echelon elements have 
not completed their n:ove.ment because of a lack of necessary aVN sea trans­
portation. On 21 .. September the CG III HAF/NCC requested COH'fJSMACV to 
arrange for one 5/ .. 2 class IST to accomplish the move. 

G. Ector Transport. 

1. Thirty-three H-76 Otter l'la.rginal Terrain Vehicles arrived at 
POB, COtTlE on 25 September 1965 for further shi.Pl11ent to DA~TANG. Addi­
tionally, two hundred and sixty.-seven 1~274Al (l':!echanical Hules) are 
awai tin:~ shipment from Barstow to the 3d l1arine Division. 

2. CG FIlFPAC msg 181 '7l9Z Sept 1965 relates intent to request 
replacement of all H-422 vehicles in III NA."F that are in marginal servic­
able condition ,lith new M-422 t s. 
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4. Two 10,000 barrel capacity fuel tanks were completed on 20
September at DANANG Air Base. These fuel tanks are part of a planned tank
farm of twelve 10,000 barrel tanks to support the Air Base.

5. On 25 September, installation of a 150 foot, 60 ton capacity
floating bridge to span the SONG TUY LOAN (River) at coordinates (AT 946699)
was accomplished to provide an important link in the limited lines of com-
munication in the DANANG TAOR.

6. Construction of the 400 bed hospital at Marble Mountain con-
tinued at a rapid rate with required materials on hand. A total of 23

buildings, were under construction by the end of the month. The first
increment is expected to be completed by 15 October 1965.

E. Lines of Communication.

1. On 2 September, CG III MAF/NCC requested permission of the

CG, I Corps, ARVN, to use the existing railroad bed from the DANANG Air
Base south to the SONG THU BAU River, as a communication route for wheeled
vehicles. Specifically, it was requested that III MAF be allowed to remove
the rail tracks and ties, stacking them alongside the road bed ready for
reinstallation. CG, III MAF/NCC further offered to schedule pioneer type
maintenance of the road bed and to make repairs of those sections already
damaged by enemy action.

F. Base Development.

1. Ammunition Storage. On 23 September, representatives from the

COMUSMACV ammunition Office visited this Headquarters in connection with
ammunition storage facilities. These representatives made it clear that
the NCC was not required to construct or operate a joint ammunition stor-

age facility.

2. III MAF Headquarters. Rear echelon elements of the 2d ARVN
Division remain in facilities which are scheduled to be occupied by Head-
quarters elements of III MAF. Those 2d Division rear echelon elements have
not completed their movement because of a lack of necessary RVN sea trans-

portation. On 24 September the CG III MAF/NCC requested COMUSMACV to

arrange for one 542 class LST to accomplish the move.

G. Motor Transport.

1. Thirty-three M-76 Otter Marginal Terrain Vehicles arrived at
POE, CONUS on 25 September 1965 for further shipment to DANANG. Addi-

tionally, two hundred and sixty.-seven M-274A1 (Mechanical Mules) are
awaiting shipment from Barstow to the 3d Marine Division.

2. CG FMFPAC msg 181719Z Sept 1965 relates intent to request
replacement of all M-422 vehicles in III MAF that are in marginal servic-
able condition with new M-422's.
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3. CG Fl,PPAC msg 252140Z Sept 1965 requires III HAF to report 

on eight end items of motor transport l i.e'l N-35, H-49 , H-50, 11-69 
H-5l 11...52, N-54 and H-62, which are scheduled to be replaced by the 
:rr:ult!-fuel fronily of vehicles. Introduction of the multi-fuel vehicles 
into III H.AF is scheduled for 1 April 1966. 

VI. COHlf1JIUCATIDilB. 

A. General. During the month of September, communicetion facilities 
for the III J.1Ali' continued to expand due to the increasing number of tilli ts 
arriving in the Republic of Vietnam and the increases in tempo of combat 
operations. 

B. lfessage Traffic. The communication center experienced its tirst 
major decline in total message traff'lc since May 1965. This can be attri­
bated to a successful message reduction progr8m which has been implemented 
by III l:IAF. The total volume of message traffic in AUg'lSt '-TaS 52,050. In 
September the total was 49,L1.32; a reduction of 2,61$. DCS circuitry con­
tinued to improve in reliability. A prolonged period of outage occurred on 
the 21st ond 22d of September due to the main cable interconnecting Air 
Force Terminal and DANANG Control being out of service. The USS OKA~OGAN 
and U. S. Army Communication Center I Corps received and transmitted traffic 
for III l1arine Amphibious Force during this period of outage. 

C. Improvements, 

1. Nul tip1exer. One (1) mill tiplexer An/TCC-20 was installed at 
the III HAF Communication Genter and one (1) multiplexer AN/TC0-20 Has 
installed at DA1ANG Control on 26 September. The purpose of this instal­
lation was to provide multiplex channels over the ca.ble pairs laid under 
the DANANG Air Field. Isolation relays had to be fabrica.ted to provide 
equipnent interface. 

2. Radio Sets. OOHUSHAOV provided III HAW a temporary allocation 
of fifty (50) radio sets, AN/Prl0-25, for controlled employment in III HAF 
area of operations. Allocation was made to provide improved command and 
control communications during special operations such as STAHLlTE and 
PIltA:\J£IA. A good portion of the cornrnunicaUon equipment required to com-
plete present and near future requirements arrived on Okinm~a durinG the month 
of September, It is presently mlai ting transportation to Republic of 
Vietnam, l'bch of the equipment is fixed plant communication center items 
which \Jil1 be utilized by III !r[AF, 3d l'IarDiv and 1st HAW. A technical 
team will be requested to assist in the installation of the equipment and 
indoctrination of operating of perso~~el. 

1. Airborne Command Post. An Airborne Command Post for use in 
Spedal operations is presently l)eing planned. A 0-117 aircraft will be 
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3. CG FMFPAC msg 252140Z Sept 1965 requires III MAF to report
on eight end items of motor transport, i.e., M-35, M-49, M-50, M-69
M-51, 11-52, M-54 and M-62, which are scheduled to be replaced by the
multi-fuel family of vehicles. Introduction of the multi-fuel vehicles
into III MAF is scheduled for 1 April 1966.

VI. COMMUNICATIONS.

A. General. During the month of September, communication facilities
for the III MAF continued to expand due to the increasing number of units

arriving in the Republic of Vietnam and the increases in tempo of combat
operations.

3. Message Traffic. The communication center experienced its first
major decline in total message traffic since May 1965. This can be attri-
buted to a successful message reduction program which has been implemented
by III MAF. The total volume of message traffic in August was 52,050. In
September the total was 49,432; a reduction of 2,618. DCS circuitry con-
tinued to improve in reliability. A prolonged period of outage occurred on
the 21st and 22d of September due to the main cable interconnecting Air
Force Terminal and DANANG Control being out of service. The USS OKANOGAN
and U. S. Army Communication Center I Corps received and transmitted traffic
for III Marine Amphibious Force during this period of outage.

C. Improvements.

1. Multiplexer. One (1) multiplexer An/TCC-20 was installed at
the III MAF Communication Center and one (1) multiplexer AN/TCC-20 was
installed at DANANG Control on 26 September. The purpose of this instal-
lation was to provide multiplex channels over the cable pairs laid under
the DANANG Air Field. Isolation relays had to be fabricated to provide
equipment interface.

2. Radio Sets. COMUSMACV provided III MAF a temporary allocation
of fifty (50) radio sets, AN/PRC-25, for controlled employment in III MAF
area of operations. Allocation was made to provide improved command and
control communications during special operations such as STARLITE and
PIRANHA. A good portion of the communication equipment required to com-

plete present and near future requirements arrived on Okinawa during the month
of September. It is presently awaiting transportation to Republic of
Vietnam. Much of the equipment is fixed plant communication center items
which will be utilized by III MAF, 3d MarDiv and 1st MAW. A technical
team will be requested to assist in the installation of the equipment and
indoctrination of operating of personnel.

D. Plans.

1. Airborne Command Post. An Airborne Command Post for use in
Special operations is presently being planned. A C-117 aircraft will be
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configUX'od to provide access to a:t lea.st foUl' major nets. The major 
obstacle is that the 0-117 aircraft has lirni ted capability to provide 
power to four standard a1rcraft SSB radios and that radios can not be 
operated sirl1.ul taneous1y under these conditions. It has been recommended 
that radio sets Jl.N/PRC-25 and Jl.N/P~1C-/t7 be used for purpose of conducting 
in-flif';ht tests to ascertain their suitability for airborne command/control 
canununications. 

2. froiect Ta1k~. Project Talk ~~ck has been planned to 
include Conunanding General, III HAF as a subseri ber. Presently tris Eead­
quarters is nwaiting physical inspection and placement of equipment by the 
contractor during the month of October. 

3. Tropospheric Scatter System. In order to provide additional 
radio channels from CHU LAI to DAr'TANG the AN/TRC-90 Tropospheric Scatter 
System is being installed by the U.S. Army. The system should be fully 
operational by 10 October 1965. III HAF is presently preparing a channeli­
zation request for this troposcatter system to equitably meet III 11AF, 1st 
HAW, 3d l:(orDiv, Force logistics Support Group (FISG) and Naval Support Acti­
vi ty U'JavSupAct) requirements. This tropo system will provide 2L~ channels of 
cOl1lJnunication '\-Thich are presently needed to relieve tactical radio relay 
equ.ipment. 

VII. CIVIL Jl.Ii'li'AIH,S. 

A. i&jectiv~. 'The basic objectives of the III HAF civic action pro­
gram remained the srone. Particular emphasis was placed on the coord:Lnation 
of assistance efforts by all a.c:encies of the U. S. Hission. 

B. :IQ!ui..Coordin~.ting Council. The coordimting corrrrnittee mentioned 
in the conunand cl'rono1ogy for AU0uSt Was formalized and named the "I Corps 
TacM_cal Zone Joint Coordinating Council." 

1. PU+:J;lOS e. The stated purpose of the Council was: 

a. To racUi tate the coordInation of rural construction in 
the I Corps 'l'~lctica1 Zone. 

b. 'ro determine recllli.rements for cooperotion and support 
')stween iT. 8. agencies operuting in the I Corps Tactical Zone and to rec011unend 
methods of ~-:rocedure to meet such requirements. 

c. To s~rve as a forum for the exchange of information behreen 
all D("onoi08. 

2. ;~mbershlp, Hembership of the Council \faS established as 
£'ol1o\{s: 

.7 2 
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configured to provide access to at least four major nets. The major
obstacle is that the C-117 aircraft has limited capability to provide
power to four standard aircraft SSB radios and that radios can not be
operated simultaneously under these conditions. It has been recommended
that radio sets AN/PRC-25 and AN/PRC-47 be used for purpose of conducting
in-flight tests to ascertain their suitability for airborne command/control
communications.

2. Project Talk Quick. Project Talk Quick has been planned to
include Commanding General, III MAF as a subscriber. Presently this Head-
quarters is awaiting physical inspection and placement of equipment by the
contractor during the month of October.

3. Tropospheric Scatter System. In order to provide additional
radio channels from CHU LAI to DANANG the AN/TRC-90 Tropospheric Scatter
System is being installed by the U.S. Army. The system should be fully
operational by 10 October 1965. III MAF is presently preparing a channeli-
zation request for this troposcatter system to equitably meet III MAF, 1st
MAW, 3d MarDiv, Force Logistics Support Group (FLSG) and Naval Support Acti-
vity (NavSupAct) requirements. This tropo system will provide 24 channels of
communication which are presently needed to relieve tactical radio relay
equipment.

VII. CIVIL AFFAIRS.

A. Objectives. The basic objectives of the III MAF civic action pro-
gram remained the same. Particular emphasis was placed on the coordination
of assistance efforts by all agencies of the U. S. Mission.

B. Joint Coordinating Council. The coordinating committee mentioned
in the command chronology for August was formalized and named the "I Corps
Tactical Zone Joint Coordinating Council."

1. Purpose. The stated purpose of the Council was:

a. To facilitate the coordination of rural construction in
the I Corps Tactical Zone.

b. To determine requirements for cooperation and support
between U. S. agencies operating in the I Corps Tactical Zone and to recommend
methods of procedure to meet such requirements.

C. To servo as a forum for the exchange of information between
all agencies.

2. Kembership. Membership of the Council was established as
follows:
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a. U. S. Operations Mission: Deputy Regional Director. 

b. JOint U. S. Public .If'fairs Offioe, Senior Field Representative. 

c. I Corps Adviso17 Gro'!P: o-S Advisor. 

III MAF. 
d. ~: Deputy Chief of Staff, III HAF, CiVil Affairs Officer, 

.3. Committees. The working committees of the Council were formallY' 
established in the following fields: 

a. Logistics. (Transportation) 

b. Finance. (Claims) 

c. Public Health 

d. Securttz· (Public Safety) 

e. Psychological Warfare 

f. Agriculture 

g. Education 

h. Public Worlca. (Civil Engineering) 

4. Tasks. The working committees were assigned the job of canvassing 
their respective fields and reporting back to the Council: 

a. The present situation in its area of competence with special 
attention to problem areas. 

b. The capabilities and limitations of each U. S. agency in its 
field. 

c. The priorities of the probleme existing in its field. 

d. The plan of attack on the problems being prepared. 

c. Medical Assis tance. Medical assistance teams continued to function 
throughout thi USMC TAORla. A U. S. Navy Medical Service Corps Warrant 
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2. U. S. Operations Mission: Deputy Regional Director.

b. Joint U. S. Public Affairs Office: Senior Field Representative.

C. I Corps Advisory Group: G-5 Advisor.

d. USMC: Deputy Chief of Staff, III MAF, Civil Affairs Officer,
III MAF.

3. Committees. The working committees of the Council were formally
established in the following fields:

a. Logistics. (Transportation)

b. Finance. (Claims)

C. Public Health

Security. (Public Safety)d.

e. Psychological Warfare

f. Agriculture

g. Education

h. Public Works. (Civil Engineering)

4. Tasks. The working committees were assigned the job of canvassing
their respective fields and reporting back to the Council:

a. The present situation in its area of competence with special
attention to problem areas.

b. The capabilities and limitations of each U. S. agency in its
field.

C. The priorities of the problems existing in its field.

d. The plan of attack on the problems being prepared.

C. Medical Assistance. Medical assistance teams continued to function
throughout the USMC TAOR'S. A U. S. Navy Medical Service Corps Warrant
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Offioer was al!l8iped to the III Hl1 Ci V1l Affairs Section to supervise the 
medioal assistance program. 

D. Other Programs. The other programs listed in the Command Chronology 
for August, 19$, oontinued to develop. Details of these programs are rep­
orted in 3d Marine Division command chronology for September 196$. 

VIII. COMBAT INFOR1ATION 

A. News Beleaaes. A total of 265 releases were made during the month .. 
89 of these were with photographs. These inoluded VIPs, People to People 
program, combat operations and civil affairs. In addition, a daily situation 
report of the nightly press briefing was dispatched to FMFPAC. 

B. Photo~a¥by. During September, 21,390 feet of motion picture film 
was exposed a orwarded by oourier or air freight to CMC. Approxlmatel1' 
f:I$ was VIPs, award ceremonies etc. Special projects were covered such as 
the Lt EK story (lstLt Paul EK CO of the USMC/PF Company), an A4D strike 
mission, and religious activities. Future projects will include war dogs 
and mine disposal training. 

O. OIB conducted 89 escorted trips to the three Marine airfield com­
plexes at DANANG, CHU L.U and HUE/PHU BA.I for civilian correspondents during 
the month of September. 

D. During the month of' September, the Escort Bureau arranged for and 
escorted a speoial CBS crew directed by Jack LAURENCE, tor a IS-minute 
speCial with armed Hueys from VMO-2 on the dawn-and-dusk patrol. Maggie 
HIGGINS" was escorted to 2d Bn, 9th Marines, and Headquarters 9th Marines, 
!1eadquarters, 7th Marines and lst Bn, 7th Marines. While at OHU tAl, she 
visited Marines from Alpha company, the farthest outpost frOO1 CHU lAl. Dur­
ing her visit to the 9th Marines she was escorted to the CAM NE complex. 
The commanding officers of the regiments and battalions concerned thoroughly 
briefed her on their operations. The two-d~ visit in the DANANG complex 
vas highlighted by a dinner with General WALT. Jack FERN from Nre did a 
30 minute special on Marines during Operation PIRANHA, as did ABC/TV and 
three wire services, all e8cor~.d by ClB representatives, 

n. PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFAHE. Continued emphasis was placed on psychological 
warfare in September as indicated by the leaf'let dissemination and cultural 
pla to on programs. 

A. Leaflet Dissemination. More than 15,,000 copies of 7 seven leaflets 
were distributed in September. The basic themes of the leaflets were: 

1. Explanation to non-combatants of our nasion, and how they WOIlld 
benefit from USMC attaoks on VC forces. 
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Officer was assigned to the III MAF Civil Affairs Section to supervise the

medical assistance program.

D. Other Programs. The other programs listed in the Command Chronology
for August, 1965, continued to develop. Details of these programs are rep-
orted in 3d Marine Division command chronology for September 1965.

VIII. COMBAT INFORMATION

A. News Releases. A total of 265 releases were made during the month;
89 of these were with photographs. These included VIPs, People to People
program, combat operations and civil affairs. In addition, a daily situation

report of the nightly press briefing was dispatched to FMFPAC.

B. Photography. During September, 21,390 feet of motion picture film

was exposed and forwarded by courier or air freight to CMC. Approximately

60% was VIPs, award ceremonies etc. Special projects were covered such as

the Lt EK story (1stLt Paul EK CO of the USMC/PF Company), an A4D strike

mission, and religious activities. Future projects will include war dogs
and mine disposal training.

C. CIB conducted 89 escorted trips to the three Marine airfield com-

plexes at DANANG, CHU LAI and HUE/PHU BAI for civilian correspondents during
the month of September.

D. During the month of September, the Escort Bureau arranged for and

escorted a special CBS crew directed by Jack LAURENCE, for a 15-minute

special with armed Hueys from VMO-2 on the dawn-and-dusk patrol. Maggie

HIGGINS, was escorted to 2d Bn, 9th Marines, and Headquarters 9th Marines,

Headquarters, 7th Marines and 1st Bn, 7th Marines. While at CHU LAI, she

visited Marines from Alpha company, the farthest outpost from CHU LAI. Dur-

ing her visit to the 9th Marines she was escorted to the CAM NE complex.
The commanding officers of the regiments and battalions concerned thoroughly
briefed her on their operations. The two-day visit in the DANANG complex
was highlighted by a dinner with General WALT. Jack FERN from NBC did a

30 minute special on Marines during Operation PIRANHA, as did ABC/TV and

three wire services, all escorted by CIB representatives,

IX. PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE. Continued emphasis was placed on psychological
warfare in September as indicated by the leaflet dissemination and cultural

platoon programs.

A. Leaflet Dissemination. More than 155,000 copies of 7 seven leaflets

were distributed in September. The basic themes of the leaflets were:

1. Explanation to non-combatants of our mission, and how they would

benefit from USMC attacks on VC forces.

13

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
2. 'Vlarning to Vr.; forces to surrender ond prescri1:>ed method of 

Rurrendering. 

3. Explanation of 'the curfm.] laws. 

B. 0u1 tural Pl~. The UJA 1st Psy Ops Detachment organizod a cul­
tUX'8~ shm'1 uhich was presented five evenings a week in hamlets in the secured 
area arolnd the DAhIANG Air T1ase. 'l"'he performance consisted of music, movies 
,.,ri th psycholof;i cal we. rfare overtones, and strictly entertainment movies. Al­
though some of the entertainment movies were in english, the vietnamese 
audience appeared to en.i oy th em. 

x. I cmps ACTIVITY. 

A. GenQ,rp).. ~llere was a decrease in the number of batta1:i.on-size or 
larger operations in September, but a 28~; increase in va KIA. The tempo of 
VC ini tlate d Qcti vi tie s increased consie) erably after havine decreased the 
previous two months. The main aims of the VC continue to be harassment and 
isolation of v:i.llages and out-posts, along Hith interdiction of routes of 
communication. Slight overall progress 'faS noted in rural construction efforts. 
TIle QUANG HAl'~ Special Sector was formed on 1 September and additional AHVN 
forces 'vIere oJJ .. oentod to it for operations. This added operational strongth, 
coupled Vlith increased rlll'al construction efforts, has resulted in signHi-
cant pac:i.fic8,tion gains during the reporting period. Details of I Corps 
actlvHies I1re reported in enclosure (7). 

B. ~nt OJ;?eratlons. There were 52 battalion or larger unit opera­
tions conducted in I Corps during September; a decrease of 18 from August. 
Contact was 1'1ade i·1ith the ve in 31 of these operations. I Corps (Al1VN) and 
USHC units conducted seven coordinated platoon-size or larger operations. 
Seven airll10bi1e opere.tions, supported by USEC U:H-3L~ helicopters, were con­
ducted in the I Corps area. During September, 975 VC Were killf'd and 350 
c~,ptured; an :i.ncrease of 2.73 KIA and 158 iUA over the August ce.sudties. 
AHVN captured 210 '"enpons (39 more than in August) vrhUe losing 11:.7 (~.l more 
than in August). There was an increase from last month in the number of ARVN 
KIA's from 136 to 215. Operation IJI.l'l SON 190 in the BA LONG Valley, 3S kilo­
meters south of the 17th parallel, terminated after 30 days duration, on 13 
September. A rein,orced infantry battalion now occupies an outpost there for 
the first time since July 1964. Four days after the e:::tablishment of QUA:,TG 
tW·! Special Sector, a sector controlled operation (HOA 'l'UYEN 101) t~as conducted 
from a point 10 kilometers south of DA\IA.NG and west of IIighway #1. ~[his four 
battalion opere,tion had the r:lisoion of clearing High,ray #11" and securing a. 
large rico harvest. RemJl ts of the operation, Hhich terminated on 19 Septem­
ber, \-Jore 97 ve KIA, 15 vee, and 18 Heapons captured. An additional 59 VC 
'"Jere credit.ed to aircraft strikes. Friendly losses were: 33 KIA, 117 vTIA, 
and 1 EIA. A coordinated ',iSl1C/AJVIJ search and destroy operatlon (Operation 
PIF~.il!m.E/LL:~i'r m:T 8) WQS launched on 7 September 12 :kilometers northeast of 
Q:JAHG .TGAI. 1\.JO 2d Division ARVlJ battalions conducted airnobile assaults 
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2. Warning to VC forces to surrender and prescribed method of
surrendering.

3. Explanation of the curfew laws.

B. Cultural Platoon. The USA 1st Psy Ops Detachment organized a cul-
tural show which was presented five evenings a week in hamlets in the secured
area around the DANANG Air Base. The performance consisted of music, movies
with psychological we rfare overtones, and strictly entertainment movies. Al-
though some of the entertainment movies were in english, the vietnamese
audience appeared to enjoy them.

X. I CORPS ACTIVITY.

A. General. There was a decrease in the number of battalion-size or
larger operations in September, but a 28% increase in VC KIA. The tempo of
VC initiated activities increased considerably after having decreased the
previous two months. The main aims of the VC continue to be harassment and
isolation of villages and out-posts, along with interdiction of routes of
communication. Slight overall progress was noted in rural construction efforts.
The QUANG NAM Special Sector was formed on 1 September and additional ARVN
forces were allocated to it for operations. This added operational strength,
coupled with increased rural construction efforts, has resulted in signifi-
cant pacification gains during the reporting period. Details of I Corps
activities are reported in enclosure (7).

B. Current Operations. There were 52 battalion or larger unit opera-
tions conducted in I Corps during September; a decrease of 18 from August.
Contact was made with the VC in 31 of these operations. I Corps (ARVN) and
USMC units conducted seven coordinated platoon-size or larger operations.
Seven airmobile operations, supported by USMC UH-34 helicopters, were con-
ducted in the I Corps area. During September, 975 VC were killed and 350
captured; an increase of 273 KIA and 158 WIA over the August casualties.
ARVN captured 210 weapons (39 more than in August) while losing 147 (41 more
than in August). There was an increase from last month in the number of ARVN
KIA's from 136 to 215. Operation LAM SON 190 in the BA LONG Valley, 38 kilo-
meters south of the 17th parallel, terminated after 30 days duration, on 13
September. A reinforced infantry battalion now occupies an outpost there for
the first time since July 1964. Four days after the establishment of QUANG
NAM Special Sector, a sector controlled operation (HOA TUYEN 101) was conducted
from a point 10 kilometers south of DANANG and west of Highway #1. This four
battalion operation had the mission of clearing Highway #14 and securing a
large rico harvest. Results of the operation, which terminated on 19 Septem-
ber, were 97 VC KTA, 15 VCC, and 18 weapons captured. An additional 59 VC
were credited to aircraft strikes. Friendly losses were: 33 KIA, 117 WIA,
and 1 MIA. A coordinated USMC/ARVN search and destroy operation (Operation
PIRANAH/LIAN KIT 8) was launched on 7 September 12 kilometers northeast of
QJANG NGAI. Two 2d Division ARVN battalions conducted airmobile assaults
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near OJJ' ,13A'l'A]GAN. :s.esuJ:ts D~~e reported in Table II of this report. 

C. Air SUPRort. U. S. aircraft flew 8,38 sorties and VNAF fievl 28,3 in 
the I Corps Toctical Zone. There Here fiveS-52 strategic bombing missions 
conducted during the month against suspected VO locnJGions in I~HANG TIN and 
i.llJANG UGAr provinces. '1\10 of thes e f'trikes wore fo1101.wd up by ground opera­
tions ,11th nege.tive resnl ts. During the month the crop destruction progra.m 
for QUAi'TG j}U and THUA TIJm~'J Provinces Has completed. The effect of the de­
folient on 6218 hectarGs of sprayed crops W) s lll1iformly excellent. In add-
i tion 19 other defoUation sorties ,'rere flown. 

D. IJe,vli!l Qlll:2i;Lr.Q.. Naval gunfire ships 0:h."Psnded L~,g22 round of amrmmition 
in support of AltVN ground operations. This viaS an increase of 1,752 ro'mds 
over tl, e Aue;usJG ·Gotal. 
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near CAP BATANGAN. Results are reported in Table II of this report.

C. Air Support. U. S. aircraft flew 838 sorties and VNAF flew 283 in
the I Corps Tactical Zone. There were five B-52 strategic bombing missions
conducted during the month against suspected VC locations in QUANG TIN and
QUANG NGAI provinces. Two of these strikes were followed up by ground opera-
tions with negative results. During the month the crop destruction program
for QUANG TRI and THUA THIEN Provinces was completed. The effect of the de-
folient on 6218 hectares of sprayed crops was uniformly excellent. In add-
ition 19 other defoliation sorties were flown.

D. Naval Cunfire. Naval gunfire ships expended 4,822 round of ammunition
in support of ARVN ground operations. This was an increase of 1,752 rounds
over the August total.
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PART 1'HREE 

a:;:;'WNOLOGY 011' EVENTS 

1 September - Advance increment of l'iACS-'7 and rotatlonal battery for 1st 
LAA11 En arrived in lrV:"T. NACS-7 is to replace }I.ACS-9. 

;2 Septemb~r - va psycholo::;ical i-Tarfare leaflets 'Jere found in the DA"JANG 

3 September 

and eInJ LAI 'l'AGl's. kaflets messase exhorted a rise to 
heodcs in resisting U. S. :iJnperialism during hallowed month 
of September. 

- £lailroad nt coordinatos (AU 8,)01) ,,fas mined. 

- Ix. iHlliam J01WAN, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
Public Affairs, visited III HAF. 

- EACV cancelled TIr HAP IU'c11 flights to HONG KmTG. 

- 1st ]3n, 9th l,hrines asS1ID10d the responsibility of guarding 
the radar station on J.1onkey }1ountain (BT 0585). 

- VAdm Paul P. BLlI.CKl1UClJ, COrBEVENrl'lL'LT vis it ed III HAl:'. 

1+ Septerilber - The following VIP's visited III HAF: 

5 September 

7 September 

lIon H,ich.ard H • HXmr 
Eon llr • James irA BE 
Hon Hr. Pat HI1UNGS 
l3Gen li'ri tz FREUND 

u. S. Embassy C'<uest 
U. S. Embassy Official, ;:.VN 
Former Congressman 
Deputy Chief, JUSPAO, Saigon 

- :3ridr,es at (BT 205377) and (13T 207375) damaged. 

- Operation PffiA\lHA launched. 

8 September - J:'he follo\ling VIP's viei ted III H.AF: 

10 Septombor 

Dr. Frank STANTO:-J 
J::r. l"nnk STAilm~L 

1,:1'. FeJ.mer HOYT 
ltAdm ::~orvell G. UAlm 

Pres:i.dent of OEB 
Former General lfa.nager of 
Associated Press 
Editor of Denver Post 
IIead, Naval Advisory Group, Saigon 

Deputy Qdef, JHSPAO, Saigon 
visited III lit\J.i' 

- OperAtion GOWEr-J FmEaE bee;an. 

I Corps Commander requested III HA.l:i' assist.ance in Operation 
QUIET TAJG 10/\J. 
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PART THREE

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

- Advance increment of MACS-7 and rotational battery for 1st1 September
LAAM Bn arrived in RVN. MACS-7 is to replace MACS-9.

- VC psychological warfare leaflets were found in the DANANG2 September
and CHU LAI TAOR's. Leaflets message exhorted a rise to

heorics in resisting U. S. imperialism during hallowed month
of September.

- Railroad at coordinates (AU 8001) was mined.

- Mr. William JORDAN, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for
Public Affairs, visited III MAF.

- MACV cancelled III MAF R&R flights to HONG KONG.

- 1st Bn, 9th Marines assumed the responsibility of guarding3 September
the radar station on Monkey Mountain (BT 0585).

- VAdm Paul P. BLACKBURN, CONSEVENTHELT visited III MAF.

- The following VIP's visited III MAF :4 September

U. S. Embassy GuestHon Richard M. NIXON
U. S. Embassy Official, RVNHon Mr. James MARSH
Former CongressmanHon Mr. Pat HILLINGS
Deputy Chief, JUSPAO, SaigonBGen Fritz FREUND

- Bridges at (BT205377) and (13T 207375) damaged.5 September

- Operation PIRANHA launched.7 September

- The following VIP's visited III MAF:8 September

President of CBSDr. Frank STANTON
Former General Manager ofMr. Frank STARGEL
Associated Press
Editor of Denver PostMr. Palmer HOYT
Head, Naval Advisory Group, SaigonRAdm Norvell G. WARD

Deputy Chief, JUSPAO, Saigon- 3Gen Fritz FREUND9 September
visited III MAF

- Operation GOLDEN FLEECE began.

10 September - I Corps Commander requested III MAF assistance in Operation
QUYET TANG 10/N.
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11 September - Tho following VIP! s visited III liAr: 

12 September 

Gen John ~-TATEaS 
f3Jen EdHol'd H. DESAU~SSTJRE JT1.. 
3Gen John ]a~TON 

Adm David L. l:anO:JALD 
VAdm ?ernard A. CLA.HEY 
VAdm l!::phraim P. IIOJlfii:S 
VAdrn Paul II. HAJ1SEY 

ODTOUSiu-l.P A a 
ADC 25th In£'. Div. 
Escort Officer from 1,:ACV 
01'10 
Deputy CINCP ACli'LT 
Dir, Navy Program PlanninG 
DC:i'TO (Air) 

- HigJ::n,ray jiiQ bridge at coordinates (3T 11.01145) destroyed by 
demolltions. 

- Construction at CHU LAI soutbern helicopter pFlrking apron 
for 11AG-36 was completed. 

13 Septem'Jer - The following VIP's visited III ~:::AJi': 

Amb Henry C. LODG~~ 
11:r. Paul II • OFAD 3OtJ-l.N 

llr. lhrcus Gaf~DON 
Gen 'VliJJJ.8m C. I!JESTl·!O:D!:LAND 
Subl3Gen Hnyen V. (}~i}AN 
SubT:lGen r·:oany X. LAl1 
BGen ;'Jguyon C. THI 

U. S. Ambassador to nVN 
lfission Coordinator for 
ambassador visit. 
USOH representative, DAl'JANG 
COHUSHACV 
OG 1st ARVN Div 
CG 2d ARVN Div 
OG I Corps 

- liAOS-7 relieved I:ACS-9 at cnu TAl and PI-IU T:lAI. 

14 September - Hr. George L. JORGE\TSEI';, Speciel Assistant to U. S. Ambassador 
to r:.V[I:, visited III l:.fA}i'. 

15 SopteD,beX' - The ~~o~LJ.Q\oling VIP's visited III lLilIr': 

liC10n Stanley 3 •• LAP.SEN 
I:Gen HilHam O. KT'Tf"TAllD 

CO Task Force Alpha 
CG 1st CavDlry Div 

16 SoptCYIl.bor - The fol10iving VIP s visited III >T.AF ~ 

VAdr1~n18rd;mDE11 
PJl..clm :iobert 3. lGIlLY 

COlIP~IBPAC 
COlIPHIBGRU Tm{~E 

1$ September - l\idlroad bridge at (ZD 1,3S01C1) 795(, destroyed. 

- Fo·,ll "wather interrupted the discharge of CCll'C:o at cnu T.Ar. 
'1\10 sections of causeHny 1"lere broe.chad and IST 399 ran 
ogr01.md in the CUS 1:0 inlet attenpting to reach the LST 
sand rD1l1p. 

19 September - 'lhe 1st Provisional Dog Platoon ")ecDme oper1'tiona1 as the 
unit assumed the responsibility fpr security of tbe vacated 

SEI k' 
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11 September - The following VIP's visited III MAF:

CINCUSARPACGen John WATERS
.BGen Edward H. DESAUESSURE JR. ADC 25th Inf. Div.

Escort Officer from MACVBGen John NORTON
CNOAdm David L. MCDONALD
Deputy CINCPACFLTVAdm Bernard A. CLAREY
Dir, Navy Program PlanningVAdm Ephraim P. HOLMES
DONO (Air)VAdm Paul H. RAMSEY

12 September - Highway #1 bridge at coordinates (3T 401145) destroyed by
demolitions.

- Construction at CHU LAI southern helicopter parking apron
for MAG-36 was completed.

13 September - The following VIP's visited III MAF:

U. S. Ambassador to RVNAmb Henry C. LODGE
Mission Coordinator forMr. Paul H. CHADBOURN
ambassador visit.
USOM representative, DANANGMr. Marcus GORDON
COMUSMACVGen William C. WESTMORELAND
CG 1st ARVN DivSubBGen Muyen V. CHUAN
CG 2d ARVN DivSubBGen Hoany X. LAM
CG I CorpsBGen Nguyen C. THI

- MACS-7 relieved MACS-9 at CHU LAI and PHU BAI.

14 September - Mr. George L. JORGENSEN, Special Assistant to U. S. Ambassador
to RVN, visited III MAF.

15 September - The following VIP's visited III MAF:

CG Task Force AlphaMGen Stanley R. LARSEN
CG 1st Cavalry DivMGen William 0. KINNARD

16 September - The following VIP's visited III MAF :

COMPHIBPACVAdn Bernard ROEDER
COMPHIBGRU THREERAdm Robert 3. ERLY

18 September - Railroad bridge at (ZD 138010) 79% destroyed.

- Foul weather interrupted the discharge of cargo at CHU LAI.
Two sections of causeway were broached and LST 399 ran
aground in the CUS HO inlet attempting to reach the LST
sand ramp.

19 September - The 1st Provisional Dog Platoon became operational as the
unit assumed the responsibility for security of the vacated
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2d Ai~V\J Division compound. 

20 September - 1\ro 10,000 barrel capacity fuel tanks "tere completed at 
DA:IANG Air Bas e. 

- Hr. Ch(U'les HA'HT, Director of USON, lWN visited III HAP'. 

- A 200 person demonstr<~tion vIas staged in front of the DANAiJG 
City hall. See enclosure (7). 

21 Septenlber - In:-. Joseph S. AlSoP, syndicated reportor/1.Jriter visited 
III D\P. 

22 September - 2d Bn, 9th 11'arines relieved 3d JJn, 9th lllcu-ines as Air Base 
De.c'ense 3attalion, DM·li\.iJG. 

25 September 

Approval for expa~sion of DA'JANG TArn and estabHshment of 
extended ~l.Am 1-11J.S received. 

- CG F:·li'PAG instituted the 1I11edt3oll" program 1..)hich provides 
iJo1l1ediate transportation priority to designated exceptional 
supply action items. 

... B-52 raid followed by 2 AHVN company s1.veep vras conducted in 
vic~.n.i. ty of coordj.note (3S 5286~. Details are reported in 
enclosure (7) • 

... A 150 foot 60 ton capacity floating bridge WB.S :l.nstalled 
across the SOtTG Ttr.r. WAN (River). (AT 946799). 

- ].AcJm Hilli8l1l N. IIEA1IAlf, Deputy Director Pacific Bureau of 
Yards and Docks and CinG Naval Construction Battalions, 
visited III HA.1". 

26 Septern.ber - lIGen Hillicun J. VA:'J HIZIJIJ, G-4 199,~C visited III 11t1.F. 

27 Septemb~r - 3Gen Halter E. LOTZ, J-6 Designee l:ACV, visited III 1.:AF. 

?..8 September ... DGen Albert w. scnrrz, Chief, Air Force Advisory Group lIACV, 
visited III N.M". 

• Tn 'F 
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2d ARVN Division compound.

20 September - Two 10,000 barrel capacity fuel tanks were completed at
DANANG Air Base.

- Mr. Charles MANN, Director of USOM, RVN visited III MAF.

- A 200 person demonstration was staged in front of the DANANG
City hall. See enclosure (7).

21 September - Mr. Joseph S. ALSOP, syndicated reporter/writer visited
III MAF.

22 September - 2d Bn, 9th Marines relieved 3d Bn, 9th Marines as Air Base
Defense Battalion, DANANG.

- Approval for expansion of DANANG TAOR and establishment of
extended RAOR was received.

- CG FMFPAC instituted the "Red Ball" program which provides
immediate transportation priority to designated exceptional
supply action items.

B-52 raid followed by 2 ARVN company sweep was conducted in25 September -

vicinity of coordinate (BS 5286). Details are reported in
enclosure (7).

- A 150 foot 60 ton capacity floating bridge was installed
across the SONG TUY LOAN (River). (AT 946799).

- RAdm William M. HEAMAN, Deputy Director Pacific Bureau of
Yards and Docks and OinC Naval Construction Battalions,
visited III MAF.

26 September - MGen William J. VAN RIZIN, G-4 HQMC visited III MAF.

27 Septembor - BGen Walter E. LOTZ, J-6 Designee MACV, visited III MAF.

28 September - BGen Albert W. SCHINZ, Chief, Air Force Advisory Group MACV,
visited III MAF.
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References 

(a) COlllln,nder United States 11ilitary Assistance COIl1ll18lld, Vietnam, Letter 
of Instruction to III ¥ar~ne Expeditionary Force of 5 }ay 1965 (8). 

(b) Commander United States, Nilitary .Assistanoe Command, Vietnam, message 
060223Z Aug65 concerning CG III ~l[JU' assumption of conunand of I Corps 
Advisory Group (TS). 

(c) 3d Harille Division CorJ.lDand Chronology September 1965 (s). 

(d) Is t l'ia.:cine Aircraft Wing Command Chronology September 1965 (s). 

(e) Naps, Vietnam L701 Series, Scale 1:50,000 sheets 6658 I II III IV; 
G659 II III IV; 6756 I IV; 6757 II III; 6559 I II III IV; 6560 II III 
IV. 

(r) Ope:mtion :Han 101-66; :B-52~xp1oitation (~.1i:)). 

Enclosures 

1.' 1!;xpansion of DAN.A.NG 'J.1.AOR 21 Sept 1965. 

2. - Proposed. ''cable of Organization for Naval Component Command. 

3 •. III l·ru' 'fask Organization Chart dated 30 September. 

4 •. ]'orce Order 7000.1 Acquisition, Possession, and Conversion of United 
States Currency, l-filitary Payment Oertificates and/or local Currency. 

5 •. Force Order 5312.8 Vietnamese Nilitary Interpreter Program. 

6., honthly Eva1ua tion He port of I Corps Acti vi ty. 

7 •. Force Logistics Support Group Command Chronology September 1965. 

( , r ".A-
8. ~ 7th Bngineor :BattalioJ;' COlJlmand Chronology September 1965. J<..Lt.

l
" , 

\ 

9 •• 1st Force ReconnaissD.l1ce Compa.ny Corunand Chronology SeptGmber 19~ 
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UNCLASSIFIED References

(a) Commander United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, Letter
of Instruction to III Marine Expeditionary Force of 5 May 1965 (s).

(b) Commander United States, Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, message
060223Z Aug65 concerning CG III MAF assumption of command of I Corps
Advisory Group (TS).

(c) 3d Marine Division Command Chronology September 1965 (s).

(d) 1st Marine Aircraft Wing Command Chronology September 1965 (s).

(e) Maps, Vietnam L701 Series, Scale 1:50,000 sheets 6658 I II III IV;
6659 II III IV; 6756 I IV; 6757 II III; 6559 I II III IV; 6560 II III
IV.

(f) Operation Plan 101-66; B-52 Exploitation (TS).

Enclosures

1. . Expansion of DANANG TAOR 21 Sept 1965.

2. - Proposed Table of Organization for Naval Component Command.

3.
" III MAF Task Organization Chart dated 30 September.

4.
4 Force Order 7000.1 Acquisition, Possession, and Conversion of United
States Currency, Military Payment Certificates and/or local Currency.

5. - Force Order 5312.8 Vietnamese Military Interpreter Program.

6. . Monthly Evaluation Report of I Corps Activity.

7. - Force Logistics Support Group Command Chronology September 1965.

8. - 7th Engineer Battalion Command Chronology September 1965.

9. 1st Force Reconnaissance Company Command Chronology September 1965
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HEADQUARTERS 
III Harine Amphibious Force and Naval Component Com!:land 

J~litary Assistance Command, Victn~ 
c/o FPO, San Francisco, 

SECRET 
HAT 

From: 
To: 

California 96601 

Co,n.l11anding Goner al 
Commanding Goneral, I Corps and Tactical Zone I 

Subj: Expansion of Currently Assigned TAOR at DANANG 

Enel: (1) worlay of Proposed DAr,TANG TArn Expansion 

10.3/IWD/dhs 
Ser: 0()19665 
13 Sep 1965 

1. The most recent extension of the operating area assigned to the III 
l~rine Amphibiousi'orce at DANANG Has approved by your headquarters on 
20 July 1965. H.econt operations in the southern portion of this TAOR, 
as ,Joll as successful I Corps operations south of the TAOR boundary, 
indicate that furthor southern oxPansion of the DA\lANG TAOR is desirable. 
This propos ad expans ion Hil~. have - a natural boundary along the SONG LA 
THO and SClrJG 'l'HANlI ,~}UIT. Fill'thor, this extension 11ill a.llovl the III HAF 
to asoist your headquartors in driving tho Viet Cong from the rich rice 
bowl south of DAr~JUJG. 

2. In viOl] of tho "'orocoing and to permit III HAC to prepaY'e plans for 
fnturo opcn:.tions, it :ts roquos ted tht:', t tho expanded area 8h mm on en­
closure (]J 1)e approvod. Present plans envisage tho continued coordj.nated 
and gradunl 110VCmE'Jl1t of J1:1rino forces soutrnlard into this a'r'ea Hi th full 
control to ',0 accomplishod prior to 1 Novem1Jer 1965. 

L. 11. UALT 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 
HAT 
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HEADQUARTERS
III Marine Amphibious Force and Naval Component Command

Military Assistance Command, Victnam
c/o FPO, San Francisco,

California 96601
103/RCD/dhs
Ser: 0019665
13 Sep 1965

SECRET
MAT

From: Commanding General
Commanding General, I Corps and Tactical Zone ITo:

Subj: Expansion of Currently Assigned TAOR at DANANG

Encl: (1) Overlay of Proposed DANANG TAOR Expansion

1. The most recent extension of the operating area assigned to the III
Marine Amphibious Force at DANANG was approved by your headquarters on
20 July 1965. Recent operations in the southern portion of this TAOR,
as well as successful I Corps operations south of the TAOR boundary,
indicate that further southern expansion of the DANANG TAOR is desirable.
This proposed expansion will have a natural boundary along the SONG LA
THO and SONG THANH QUIT. Further, this extension will allow the III MAF
to assist your headquarters in driving the Viet Cong from the rich rice
bowl south of DANANG.

2. In view of the foregoing and to permit III MAF to prepare plans for
future operations, it is requested that the expanded area shown on en-
closure (1) be approved. Present plans envisage the continued coordinated
and gradual movement of Marine forces southward into this area with full
control to be accomplished prior to 1 November 1965.

L. W. WALT

SECRET
MAT

ENCLOSURE (1)
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HAT 

APO 4109, ?~ September 1965 

From: :lrig Goneral NGUYE r~ 
CHANE TIll, CG I Corps 
& Tac Zone I 

DECLASSIFIED 

To: Commandlng Genora1, III HAF 

Subject: Hidcning of oporctional area in Danang 

Hq I Corps & Tae Zone I 
Staff - G3 

No. l0054/TM3/I/H 

Hefercnce: Ietter '-~o. 0019665 dated 13 Sop 65 from III NAF 

1. l"Or the com:'on purpose of driving VC off from the southorn area 
from Danang ni1'ficld, our Headquarters approves the ,ddenine- of the 
opcr:;tional area of ~"our Headquarters (Seo overlay inclosed), as indicatod 
in the reforenced letter. 

2. Howovor, since tho above area is den<loly populated, your military 
operations j.n tho a:)0170 area must he closely coordinat!:d ,lith Quang-Nam 
Specinl Soctor to avoid deplorable incidents to the local people. In ad­
dition, our IIoadquartors has noted that Highway Ill, from Mieu-30ng (vic 
~T 017685) to 'lhanh-Quyt (vic TIT 042622) is of ton harassed flY VC: they 
stop buses, miHtary vehicles, and conduct sniper fire. So it is requested 
that you focus your op~;rations into tho above area, to insure offectivo 
security to this portion 0: the Pip:hway. 

3. Ho hopo that tho above rccorrunenddions arc in compliance with your 
concept, and \Jil1 be cardod out by both sides in a spirit of friendly co­
operation to o~)tain good results. 

Signed: NGUYEN CHll.NH THI 

M,.o copy: 

- J3 JGS 
- :dUang-:Ja.rl Special Sector 
- ~Jorthorn Sub-sector, Q1.1ang-Nam Special Sector 
- HA CV I Corps; TOC I GJrps 

MAT 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 
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MAT
Hq I Corps & Tac Zone IAPO 4109, 21 September 1965 Staff - G3

No. 10054/TM3/I/MFrom: Brig General NGUYEN
CHANH THI, CG I Corps
& Tac Zone I

Commanding General, III MAFTo:

Subject: Widening of operational aroa in Danang

Reference: Letter No. 0019665 dated 13 Sep 65 from III MAF

For the common purpose of driving VC off from the southern area1.
from Danang airfield, our Headquarters approves the widening of the
operational area of your Headquarters (See overlay inclosed), as indicated
in the referenced letter.

However, since the above area is densely populated, your military2.

operations in the above area must be closely coordinated with Quang-Nam
Special Sector to avoid deplorable incidents to the local people. In ad-
dition, our Headquarters has noted that Highway #1, from Mieu-Bong (vic
BT 017685) to Thanh-Quyt (vic BT 042622) is often harassed by VC: they
stop buses, military vehicles, and conduct sniper fire. So it is requested
that you focus your operations into the above aroa, to insure effective
security to this portion of the Highway.

We hope that the above recommendations are in compliance with your3.
concept, and will be carried out by both sides in a spirit of friendly co-
operation to obtain good results.

Signed: NGUYEN CHANH THI

Info copy:

- J3 JGS
- Quang-Nam- Special Sector
- Northern Sub-sector, Quang-Nam Special Sector
- MACV I Corps; TOC I Corps

MAT
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COMMUNICATION CENTER
SECRET ONT TBAS CG III MAF

c/o PPO, San Francisco
A

BRAFTER PLM
SECT: PAYCYMENT 1

CCV: 1496

PRIORITY 2105207
FILE-1

MAF-15CG III MAPTHE
CG SUPPACTO:

DIV-1

wing Dan

OF

YOUR 2823022 AUG

MY LIK SER 005365 2430165

SU

B.

A SUD PROPOSED 400 STATES RSAL IN She COLUMBAS AS FOL:

LIME No, BILLET DESCRIPTION RANAS MOS, LINE NUMBERS XR PROPOSED III MAF/NCC

STAFF CONTAINED REF B MATCH COULD BE MADE AVAIL FOR SEPARAT NCC STAFF

FOOTNOTES

1 COI L AND SUCTION
A

2 NAVAL COMPONENT COMMANDER 9903 TONE

3 CAPTAIDE 9910 NONS

4 AIDE LT 9917 NOW

5 CHIEF STEWARD SSGT 3619 NONE

6 STEWARD ATTENDANT SGT 3613 NONE

7 STENOGRAPHER SGT 8241 ITON'S

8 DRIVER SGT 3531 NONE

CHIEF OF STAFF SECTION9

CHILF JF STAFF10
COL/CAPT/USN 9906/1100 25

11 DEPUTY CHIP OF STAFF COL/CAPT/USN 9906/1100 NONE

12 ADMIN MAil YN1 280000

DRIVER/ORDERLY13 LCPL NONE3531
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COMMUNICATION CENTER
SECRET CG III MAF

c/o FPO, San Francisco
ADMINIANthe LCPL 0141 NONE

SECTION15

ACOFS Noi16 LTCOL 0102 43

17 AS T HAPT 0.30 48

10 ADMID: CHI NIGHT 50

19 ADMIN MAN CPC

20 W-3 SHOTED

di
a ACOFS N-8 D

2 ASST H3 neor E

3

24 ASST RACTORS NOME1100

24 LOGISTICS TERATIONS CHIEF MSGT 0441 NONE

25 LOGISTICS FAN SSGT 0441 NONE

26 LOGASTICS 1AN/DRIV.R CPL 0441 NONE

27 LOGISTICS RAM/DRIVER CL NONE04:41

28 ASST N-3/NOVEMENT OFFICER COMDR/USN 1100 453

29 ASST ROVINENT OFFICER/AIR MAJ 9912 456

30 ASST NOVEMENT OFFICER/SURFACE ICOMDR/USN 1100 NONE

31 EMBARKATION CHIEF SSGT 0431 NONE

32 EMBARKATION HAI/TYPIST SGT NONE0431

33 EMBARKATION HAN/TYPIST DEEL 4600431

34 ASST N-3/PLANS/POLICY LTCOL 9910 NONE

ASST H=3/PLANS/POLICY35 COMDR/USN 1100 NONE

36 ADMIN OFF CAFT 0130 NONE

37 ATHIN CHIEF GYSGT 0141 NONE

30 ADMIN MAN YN 0000 NONE

39 ADMIN HAN LCPL 0141 NONE

Aprils
SIMITA HAN/DRIVER LCPL 0141 NONE
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COMMUNICATION CENTER

SECRET UNITESS CG III MAF

c/o FPO, San Francisco

No-4 SECTION41

9906 171COLACOFS N-442

1100 186COMDR/USN43 REST

LCOL.DR/USN 1100 NONEASST ii-4/EUIP/HAINTELANCE44

LT/USN 1100 192
ASST Hinis/BASE MAINTENANCE45

0441 175GYSGTLOGISTICS CHIEF46

0441 182SSGTLOGISTICS MAN47

0000 NONEYN3ADMIN MAN46

0141 NONECPLADMIN MAN49

0141 NONELCPLADMIN MAN50

N-6 SECTION51

1100 236CAPT/USNACOFS 11-6/BASE DEVELOPMENT52

9912 NONELTCOLASST N-6/AIR BASES53

1100 239COMDR/USNASST No.6/PORT FACILITIES54

9911 331ASST N-G/BASE FACILITIES LTCOL55

LCOMDR/USN 1100 NONEASST N-6/REAL ESTATE56

0130 NONECAPTADMIN OFFICER57

0141 240MSGTADMIN CHIEF58

0000 NONEYN2ADMIN MAN59

2410141CPLADMIN MAN60

0141 242LCPLADMIN MAN61

0000 NONEYNADMIN MAN/DRIVER62

FOOTNOTES: A - COMMAND SECTION SHOULD BE FILLED WITH PERSONIEL OF SAME SERVICE

AS OFF FILLING LINE 2

B - IF LINE 10 FILLED BY USN OFF, LINE 11 SHOULD BE FILLED BY USMC

OFF,
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COMMUNICATION CENTER
SECRET

DIVIT TRAK CG III MAF

c/o FPO, San Francisco

T IF LINE 11 FILLED BY USN OFF, LINE 10 SHOULD BE FIDED BY

US#C OFF.

D - IF LINE 21 FILLED BY USN OFF, LINE 22 SHOULD BE FILLED BY

USMC

IF LINE 22 FILLED BY USN OFF, LINE 21 SHOULD BE FILLED BY

USMC OFF

TOTALS: FOURTEEN USNC OFF, TWENTYFOUR USMC ENL, TWELVE USN OFF, FIVE USN ENL.

GRARD TOTAL FIFTY-FIVE.

3 THE PROPOSED SEPARATE NGC STAFF LISTE IN PARAGRAPH 1 UTILIZAS TWENTY SPECIFIC
1110FF AND a ENLISTED]

THE REMAINER OF THE LINE NUMBERS In EACH AFFECTILLINE MUBERS FROE REEF

SECTION 09 HOT B REGAIN INTACT AS NECESSARY REQUIREMENTS TO CARRY OUT THE FUNCTIONS

OF THE PARTICULAR SECTION WITHIN THE III MAF RESPONSIBILITIES.

in in ADDITIONAL IS REQUIRED FOR III MAF AS A RESULT OF THE

UTILINATION OF TRENTY LINE HUMB RS FROM REF 8 IN THE PROPOSED SEPARATE NCC STAFF

HOWEVER CERTAIN HANK AND MOS CHANGES TO REF B ARE REQUIRED AND ARM LISTED AS

FOLLOUS:

LINE 456 CHANGE BANK FROM COMDR 1400 TO MAJ 9912.

171 - CHANGE MOS FROM 9912 TO 9906

186 - CHANGE RANK FROM LTCOL 9910 TO CONDR 1100.

192 CHANGS RANK FROM CAPT 6402 TO LT/USN 1100.

236 . CHANGE RANK FROM COL 9910 TO CAPT/USN 1100.

239 eki CHANGE RA.K FROM LCOMDR 1400 TO COMDR 1100.

331 CHANGE RANK FRUI. LCOMDR 1400 TO LTCOL 9911.

240 - CHARGE BANK FROM GYSGT 1371 TO MSGT 0141.

242 a TANK FROM PVT 3531 TO LCPL 0141.

RELEASED BY:

SECRETOF COPIESCOPY
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HEADQUARTERS 
III Marine Amphibious Force end ;r ','",1 Component Cormnand 

Military Assistance Commruld, Vie'bnam 
c/o FPO, San Franoisoo, 

Oalifornia 96601 

CONFIDE~1IJ.'IAL 

Tagk QrgGPizgtion: 30 SepteL1ber 1965 

I. Naval Component Com..'nand 

A. Pr~y NCC Su)'t AQt DA' :Jo.ng 

D. Det,,~ub Unit #2~rr&SCo, 
HqBr. 

b. Det, ";.j;'llil Su:ot Co 
c. u:,t, C'1.)T1llnOo, 7th CommBn 
d. L~.:'~\, F£t(,1-:I~3 .. ·1, ~'~,:;~0. ~ Fl'·1A1{ 

"r r'" ~,. ,'~' / ) U. .,l.l:,.,;.:)U,. ,-

b. CCIG.pU;· A 
DCL':::\r..~I'J.Y G 

-:... Pq, 30th :JCR Dc ~7":.:g 
2. ,IO'}") Du 
3. : tC:3-~; D::1. ::;, :;.1 
/+. ':0:3-9 Do. 1~(,":1G 
5 • 1{Cl3-10 C'nu L:-d 

II. III !~.rinG Anphibious 1"o:('co 

A. lliLIII !,1AE_(12fl JT.Q,P:GU. 

1. Stn£f 
2. Corom. Supt Co (._) 

USMC -
oW: ~ 

25 

6 

5 

1 

~9 

11. 
4 
4 

.3 

79 

55 
10 

346 

37 

21 

8 
2 
6 

3CJ9 

169 
69 . 
71 

1 

6')7 I 

101 
215 

USN -
.w. ~ 

1 13 

1 13 

1 13 

5 22 
16 560 
16 337 
18 581 
20 543 

.2 15 

6.3 678 

3 ''',? 
I 

'1 
.' 
1. 

TOTAL -

385 

43 

26 

8 
2 
7 

342 

191~ 
73 
75 

.31 
576 
353 
599 
563 

17 

741 

696 

lcr;, 
Uf_ 

2~C) 

1 
EHCroSURl!! (3) • 
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HEADQUARTERS
III Marine Amphibious Force and Reval Component Command

Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
c/o FPO, San Francisco,

California 96601

CONFIDENTIAL

Task Organization: 30 September 1965

TOTALUSNUSMC

EnlOffOff Enl

I. Naval Component Command

A. Prov NCC Surt Act De Nang 385346 13125

6 43371. Headquarters

26a. Det, Sub Unit #2, H&S Co, 5 21
HqBn

8b. Det, Comm Suot Co 8
C. Det, CommCo, 7th CommBn 2 2

6d. let, H&ES-1, MWG, FMAW 1 7

2. 3d Shore Party Bri (-) 131:9 342309

a. H&SOc (-) 169 19411 131
69b. Company A 734

7571C. Company 0 4

3. 30th Neval Conot Reet

311. Hq, 30th NCR Dc Yong 22513
576560162. MC3-5 Da Jang

163. MC3-S Da Nang 353337
184. MC3-9 Da Nang 581 599
20 5635. MCB-10 Chu Lni 543

1715C. PCO. USNH Da Nang .2

63 678 741D. PCO. Nav Support Activity Da Nang

II. III Marine Amphibious Force

A. Hg III MAF (Da Yang) 696607 779 3

162101 31. Staff 355
2. Comm Supt Co (--) 22621510 1

CONFIDENTIAL
1

ENCLOSURE (3)
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OOHFIDE~rr IAt 

.3. Con:un Co, 7th Cor.1m 3n 
4. Prov Dog PH 
5. 7th cr TOn.;l, (Chu I,e,1) 

11. ~,'JS~ Do.remL~J.311 (De. Nm: 

c. 
1. 2d 3n, 9th !iJ.<U'ines 

~1J.b ~l)~:'iill, ).s~_29rRoJl.Q.l;tG.<h 
.iDa :'~1.;~[lJ. 

1. '7t;l Erler ]n (-) (1:1c:tn) 
Loss Cc G 

E Otl ·~""'T>. " Y. ~\T, ...... ,..) 
• (1. :J..l'"J. ~ - .L.~::.Jf~.:.:.-!:!~ 

F. 

1. IIq, D~, "~:D.,Y.L(: 
2., 'I'O');\ 1, D~·. ·':.n.,~·. 

J. Tor"il 2, CL Ct Lcd 
I}. TGC;;L 3, Pbu':;,),i. 

1" Sl~lg():l 
2. 1310n lion. 
3. V1 111g To.u 
4. Dit :Tnnu 
5. ':tun.ng Ng I'j 
6 • Q\) i :T..'lon 
7. Plciku 
8. ;:T!tD, Tr[::.ng 
9. eRn '1'1'10 

H. 3d }t'll'in0 .D1vis~on l::2..illQl!11 ,FHF 

1. 119 8n (-:Hl2g1I~1 

a. HqCo 
b. OommOo (-) 
c. Service Co 

2 

Off 

10 
1. 
.3 

42 

6 

32 

32 

(1\ 
,".,./ 

.1 

5 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

~ 

272 
11 
8 

954 

67 

761 

7nl 

(1 ')9) 

52 

16 
12 
20 
I> 

~.? 

~.5 

4 
.3 
5 
2 
.3 
7 
2 
8 
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USEUSMC
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2853272103. Comm Co, 7th Comm 3n
121114. Prov Dog Plt
115. 7th CI Term, (Chu Lai) 83

B. Base Defense Bu (Da Nang)

1052533954421. 2dBn, 9th Marines

711676C. Sub Unit #1, 1st ForReconCo,
(Da Nang)

802Force Ener Grp, (Da Nang) 8761 132D.

8001. 7th Engr 3n (-) (Roin) 8761 132
Less Co 0

(11)(109)(4)1st bridge Coa.

E. 9th MTB, Nang)

522F. Dot "J". 1st Radio Bo

1611. Ho, Da "long
122. Team 1, De Mang
2013. Term 2, Chu Lai
44. Team 3, Phu Sai

6495G. Cub Unit H1. Jub ANGLISO

11511. Singon
142. Bien Hoa

313. Vung Tau
154. Da Nang

1 25. Quang Ngad
1 36. Qui Nhon

177. Pleiku
128. Noo Trang :

101819. Can Tho

H. 3d Marine Division (-) (Roin),I FMF

1. Hg Bn (-) (Da Nang)

a. HqCo
b. Comm Co (-)

C. Service Co

CONFIDENTIAL
2
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CONFIDENl'IAt 

d. MPCo (-) 
e. 3d OIT (-) 
f. Det 1st ITT 

a. R"r.o(Rein) (D~ ~T .. ,..",., 

(1) Dat, HqBn, JdM!u'Div 

b. 1l"lt. Bt'I J ':/ t Ma.'!" (p~ Nang ~ 
o. 2d rID.. 3d ~ CDa Na.nP-) 
d. 3r1 ,il1. L..th\1r.u- (ReinJ(Phu 

&1) 

(1) 3dBn l·thMat' 
(2) Det Hq3n, .3d~1arDiv 
(3) 3dPlt (Rein) CoB, 

3d ATBn (5 M50Al 
Cbtos) 

(4) 3dPh (Rain) CoB, 
3d EngX' Bn 

(5) 3dPlt (Rain) CoB, 
3d T.Ic Bn (5H48A .3 Ta.nk~~ 

(6) ,3dPlt (Rein) coe, 
3d Fi.cconBn 

e. 4thl3n. J2thMfI.r(-) (Rcdnl 
(Phu Bai) 

(1) HqBtry(-) (Rein) 
(Omr Tm) 

(2) Btry M, 4thBn (Sp) 
(6 155Ho'W) 

(:3) %ry"l, .3d i}n (6 155Hmr) 
(4) lO?}·';H 11or'~ar Btry, 

2di3:1 (6 Hortars) 

3. APC Command GrolJP (~ Lai) 

4. 4;th 11arin~s c-) (Rein) (Qh~ HsJ.l 
a. HqCo 

.3 
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I 
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TOTALUSNUSMC

EnlOffOff Enl

d. MPCo (-)

e. 3d CIT (-)

f. Det 1st ITT

2. 3d Marines (-) (Rein) (Da Nang-
Phu Bai)

a. H~Co (Rein) (Do Nonrol

(1) Det, HqBn, 3dMarDiv

b. 1st Bn let Mar (Da Nang)
c. 2ddn. 3d Mar (Da Nang)
d. 3dan. LthMar (Rein) (Phu

Bai)

(1) 3dBn 1.thMar

(2) Det Hq3n, 3dMarDiv
(3) 3dPlt (Rein) CoB,

3d ATBn (5 M50A1
Ontos)

(4) 3dP1t (Rain) CoB,
3d Engr Bn

(5) 3dPlt (Rein) CoB,
3d TkBn (5M48A 3 Tanks

(6) 3dPlt (Rein) CoC,
3d ReconDn

e. 4thBn 12thMer (-) (Rsin)
(Phu Bai)

(1) HqBtry(-) (Rein)
(Cmr Tm)

(2) Btry M, 4thBn (SP)
(6 155How)

(3) Btry-I, 3dBn (6 155How)
(4) 107MM Mortar Btry,

2dBn (6 Mortars)

3. ADC Command Group (Chu Lai)

4. 4th Marines (-) (Rein) (Chu Lai)

a. HqCo

CONFIDENTIAL3
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CO:'JF IDE NrIAL 

,) . 

(l) Det Hq,:Jll, 3dlf.r.rDiv 
(;Z) Det 30 CIT 

"}. 1st. En" 4th !~1nes 
c. 2d3r', 4th :~Jl'5.n.:;s 
d. 3d,'n, 3d ;l~rines 
H. C,~B (.-) (I,ein), 3dATBn, 

(15 If:5)A1 OntOI:l) 

(1) Co Bq (-,) 
(2) Ie"c, Pl t 
(3:~ :2d Fh 
(.4) ;<) 1\'1." Co A 

f. 00 J (-) (Heir.) ,3dEngrBn 

Co ikl (1) 
:L:;'\; Plt 
;,:',d PH; 
},~ PIt Co A 

b.. C':i C (f~;:.'! . .t 'J') ~ JdTt~,rlk':~l, F'::']~ 
(17 I Z,DA.3 'l'anlw) 

(1) ;)ot y'/EGo (j Flnra 
'I~,:jks 

(
4 " 
,J, ) 

( " 2, ) 
t,...., \ 
l\~~, ; 

V) }')'i'ir,Tn ":w'bcl"'ttry 
(, j i,Yr-tf;U ~) 

4 
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TOTALUSNUSNO

EnlOffEnlOff

(1) Det HqDn, 3dMarDiv
(2) Det 3d CIT

3. 1st.Bn, 4th Marines
C. 20.00, 4th Marines
d. 3d3n, 3d Marines
9. Co B (-) (Rein), 3dATBn,

(15 150A1 Ontos)

(1) Co Hq (-)
(2) 1st Pl+
(3) 2d Plt
(4) 30 Fit, Co A

f. Co B (-) (Rein),3dEngrim

(1) Co Hq (1)

(2) 1st Plt
(3) 2d Plt
(4) 3d Plt Co A

go Co A (Rein), 1st AmtracEn,
FMF (44 LVTP-5, 3 LVTC, 1
LVTR)

(I) Det H&SCo (2 LVTE 1)

b. Co C (Ro10), 3dTank 81, FMF

(17 148A3 Tanks)

(1) Det FESCo (3 Flame
Tanks

5. 3d3n. 12th Marines Artillary
Battalion Group (Chu Lai)

a. 3d3n (-), 11th Marines

(1) Hq Stry
(2) G (6 105 How)

(3) Bury I (6 106 How)

(4) 107mm Morter Stry
(6 Horters)

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENl'IAL 

b. 3dBn( .. )(Re1n), 12th War 

(1) Hq at:ry (Rain) 

(a) Dat, CI'Jt Hq Btry, 
12th l,:s.r 

(2) Btry G (6 185 Ho",) 
(3) .!3tr;r n (6 1')5 Hm'}) 
(4) ~()'7rJrG' l1ortu..r )tr'y 

l(, l:ort,~·:1) 
(5) '3I;1'Y C~ Is't Bn, 12th 

1~' (f:~ 155 Ho\·,) 

~;~6' ~::.,)\ ~;';) ;.~~ ~:~ ~ ~l; ,t 
":i.,~~ '::U-:"i. [ .• j J~ 

1 r l ~ ,~' , ') . \"'- .. h "1 

(:.', .let PIt 
(3) Xi PI:" 

'). 1st:311, 7tL1;i;~r 
c. 3d Th1, 7'?ji;"'iFLi' 

USMC -

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

USN TOTALUSMC

EnlOffEnlOff

b. 3dBn(-) (Rein), 12th Mar

(1) Hg Btry (Rein)

(a) Det, CIR Hq Stry,
12th Mar

(2) Btry G (6 105 How)
(3) Btry H (3 105 How)
(4) 107mm Mortar Story

(6 Mortard)
(5) 3try Cs 1st Bn, 12th

Mar (6 155 How)

C. 3try M. 4th Bn, 11thMar
(6 155 How)

d. Btry K, 4th 3n, 12thMar
(SP) (6 155 Now)

G. 3d 155 Caus Bbry (SP) FIF
(6 155 How)

£. lot Pitty 1st en How Stry
(SP) (2 3" Eow)

6. Recon Group Alpha

Co B, 36 Recor ina.

(Read) 1st(c)0CcD.
Recos

(1) (-)

(a) Det, BasCo

(2) 1st Plt
(3) 3a Plu

7. 7th Mar (-) (Rein) (GHU LAI)

3. Ho Co (-) (Rain)

(1) Dat Hqan, 1st MarDiv

b. 1stBn, 7thMar
C. 3dBn, 7thMar

CONFIDENTIAL
5
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CONfIDE I'l"l' rAL 

d, eel C (.~) (Rein) ,1s'G AT Dn 
(1~) 1"5')Al. Or.tm:) 

(1) Co .'iq (-) 
(~,) l,.st F'~ . .t: 
C~) 3d Plt 

(() :Lsi: Plt 
(3) 3d FI: 

~ 

~'< • 12~t-.~.::.tll~~,?JJP$. Nang 1 
e.. tiq 3i:r:l (_.) (Eein) (2 Cl.~S) 

6 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 
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TOTALUSMU

EniOffEnlOff

d. Co C (-) (Rein), 1st ATDn
(10 M50A1 Ontos)

(1) Co Ho (-)-)

(2) 1st Pit
(3) 3d Pit

0. Cc C (-) (Rein), 1stEngr.In

(1) 00 Hq (-)

(c) 1st Plt
(3) 33 Pls

f. a. (-), 3d AmTracBn, FMF
(34 IVIPS, 2 LVTC, 1 LVTH)

(1) Co Kg (--)

(2) 1st Plt
(3) 3th Plt

8. Co :3 (-) (Rein),
...IF (12 MASAS Taxiss)

(1) 06 Ma (

(e) Dst H&SCo
3rFlame Tanks)

(2) 1st Plt
(3) 3d Plt

8. 9th Marines (-)(Da Nang)

a. HqCo
b. letter, 9thMax
c. 3d An, 9thMar

9. 12th Mar (-) (Rain) (Lis. Nang)

a. Hg Busy (-) (Rein)(2 CMRS)

(1) Dert HqBn, 3dMarDiv

b. Stry L, 4th Sn, (SP)
(6 155 How)

6

DECLASSIFIED



10. 

(:L"' 
(0" '. 
\ <" t' ..... 
; ~ .. i 

( '! '; ..... 
(2) 
fq' 
\. ! 
~:~~, ) 

Eq B'!:"c> " 
~9::,:'~j' 

.Jt'i E 
~"'~'L '~' 
.'~. - '".' ,) 

fL. 1<+£0·;; 
';'0 'r~' A, (., .. ) :~"'~}"'~,11,-,;., 
::. 01 ~~!: C ' , l'i'~~1:J'~,~l 

;:-.l,. 

t. 

:i&~"~,' 
~j,~;,", 
Gt" 'It (.) 
C~· 

H::~:~C"'· 
t"~ ", ,'''' 
\.J.~;' '.J 

t·. C,:,;.A 
c. Co a (~.) 

(1) OrJ He; (,.) 
(2') li3t P.lt 
(j) 2d 1'1"[; 
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USK TOTAL - -
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TOTALUSNUSMC

EnlOffEnlOff

o. 1st 8" How Btry (SP) (-)

(14 S" How)
d. letEn (-), 12th Mar

(1) HqBtry
(2) A (6 103 How)
(b) Bury A (6 105 How

e. 2d 8n - - ), 22th Mar (18
105 How)

(1) Ha Bigger

(2) Birth 2

(3) Story E
(4) Blue I

10.

FEBOUFL.

Coutos)A
C.

(2)(Rein) Nang)3d11.

H&RO:6.
b.
C.
d.

SoBorr

Nang)12.

H&SC-1.
Co Cb.

C.

30 Renes Ex. (Da Nang)13.

too BASCS
Co A
Co C (-)C.

(1) Co Ha (..)

(2) 1st Pit
(3) 2d Plt

CONFIDENTIAL7
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14. 3g Hl'BQ (-) (Da NW 
a.. H&SOo 

16. 

b. 00 A (30 H-;352tT tru.cks) 
c. 2d PIt Co B (15 ]'·1-35 2'~-T 

truoks) 

a. H&8 Go (-) (S 1i'Jh X1':, :'t~;j.;:;S 9 

:3 ~yC) I' ;.~~n.J! ::j ) 

" ,,0 

Co li (~L~' ~J~~~B,r,\"~.:~ :~~:~:i."l~':':;') 
C;] 2 ,:~,~,~ (~~;;:. l·lq.dli:; rJ~,::·:';:.:~) 

e. NASS-Z 

(1} D,;;~', 
()~ 

(2) Dy~ ~ r;lI.s~~/~~·., {Oh[l 
Li,'l.) 

C~) D:3t, 2 AS.!;]; (F'IEIRlJ) 

8 

USMC -

l'J15 7201 

258 2024 

141 h51 

1 .3 

27 500 
32 491 
22 215 

3 15 

12 97 

8 11 

5 14 

? 27 

153 1467 

DECLASSIFIED 

34 

9 

7 

1 
1 

4 

121 

44 

23 

10 
II 

15 

8371 

2:3:3$ 

822 

4 

538 
535 
237 

18 

109 

19 

19 

34 

1639 
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EnlOffEnlOff

14. 3d MTBn (-) (Da Nang)

a. H&SCo
b. Co A (30 M-35 2T trucks)
C. 2d Plt Co B (15 M-35 2+T

trucks)

15. 1st AmTrac in(-) FMF (Da Nang)

H&SCo (12 LVTP-5, 3 LVTC-1do
1 LVTR-1)
Co B (44 LVTP-5, 3 LVTC-1,b.
1 LVTR-1)

16. 3d Tank Bn, (-). FMF, (Da Nang)

a. H&S Go (-) is Flams Tanks,
3 OWD Tanks)
Co A (17 MASAS Tanks)b.
Co BOY (22 M4BA3 Taxis)C.

837112134720110151st Marine a WingI.

233544920242581. MWHG-1

82223&. H&HS-? (I.e Nang) 651 7141

4(1) Air Delivery Plt 1 3

538101b. 1st LAEM Its (Da Nang) 50027
53511C. 2d LAAK Br. (Chu lsd) 149132
2373. MADS-7 (Ohu las) 21522

18
(1) Det MAR (Pho Bei) 153

10912 97MASS-2e.

19(1) Det DASC/ASRIT 118
(Ds News

19(2) Der NASO/ASRD (Chu 145
Lai)

(3) Det, 2 ASRT (PLEIKU) 34277

1639152. MAG-11 (Da Nane) 1467 4153

CONFIDENTIAL
8
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I 

Y§.liQ t;'e~ "-,T 
~ ~ 

.Qr1 mDJ. .9I! ~ 

a. H&~'~'~·l1 CO, 
.I. C-11?:J) 33 375 408 

b. rr;..BS··ll 14 1,,4') 1 14 469 
c. Vl,rFA-513 (15 F"~B 4'J 239 1 283 
d. Vl1?A···5L2 (15 F43) 44 269 1 314 
e. VHCJ-J.(-)(6 FJ'·.1GB, 2 19 144 1 1 165 

RF-3A) 

':! ;;. HAQ...,12 (Cim Lei) 151 1340 6 20 1517 

a. H&JvlS-12 (1 0-117:)) 151 13/+0 6 .20 1517 

(1) l1ATCU-67 s 54 62 

b. HA3'~·-12 17 460 4 20 501 
c. VHA-:<14 (18 Me) 27 166 1 194 
d. VHA-225 r~o A/~C) 32 148 180 \ ..... I' 

e. Vl'it\., 311 C.,1 ALH~' 32 171 1 204 s-,..... .t~ I 

4. lYlQ.::..:t~_lJ.:k;.r.t.~.9 •. }:tQunLi~1 259 1403 8 22 1692 

a. HecMS-16 ./.-. 
,\.:"'J c·· 117.0\ 35 2')6 331 

(1) :)c':' . ' (6 ('H :}?) 1.3 (2 75 ... ; f 

h) 11..UCu·~(:JO S 56 64 ,"'- . 

b. !"!A~:; -'..:/, 13 295 5 13 326 
,-. 
~. IPrtl~lS: ~P~i',.: '~la1) (24 UH- 51 183 1 3 2;8 

)liD) 
d. I!)1!v[-2€,J.. (2) TJ}[-3l~1) ) 56 1?9 1 3 239 
E'(I W1ff'·fw 'J61 (2A UE-::::i,.D) 55 183 1 3 242 
l' .... j:,r.i'O-;~ ( rj 1 ur' 'LE '\ rt'... I 1_··,J I 28 J..49 1?7 

.5. "'\(' -:)~'''' _r~( \ 194 1067 7 20 1228 .1 111- j.~ I ~ 1. I _, .Ih..,,.. J.:i::.I. ... 
" . 
M ~ 

a. H&1'!S-3E 1.4 301 345 
h. !vfA ,],S ~ 3 (:, 16 293 4 12 325 
\!. IP~H-3(,2 (2,+ UH-34II) 51 l59 1 2 213 
d. HM}~~ 36,.;. ,. ,..," Tr~I -:l/ n) 53 165 1 3 222 \~.t+ ... J: ..... ,....,'-t·~ 

f'l. YHC-S (J .. S iJH-IE) :3~ 149 1 :3 183 1',,, 

J. ~~~UA.Q,1Jn 109 3049 30 195 3384 
Tot 1 

1. ~Q~:1W~C ~lu~rt Q-rQl.W 56 1454 5 35 1550 

9 CatV IDENTIAL 

~"", 
1. 
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TOTALUSNUSMC

EnlOffEnlOff

a. H&MS-11 (1 C-117D) 40837533
4691 1444014b. MABS-11

C. VMFA-513 (15 F4B 283123943
d. VMFA-542 (15 F43) 314269 144

1658. VMCJ-1.((-) (s EF-10B, 2 19 144 1 1
RF-3A)

3. MAG-12 (Chu Lai) 6 20 15171340151

a. H&MS-12 (1 C-1171)) 6 1517201340.151

62(1) MATCU-67 8 54

460 5012017 4b. MABS-72
C. VMA-214 (18 A4C) 166 194127
d. VMA-225 (19 A4C) 18014832
e. VMA-311 (21 A4E) 204117132

4. MAG-16 (Marble Mountain) 169281403 22259

a. H&MS-16 (2 C-117D) 276 33135

(1) Det CH-37 (6 CH 37) 62 751.3

(2) MATCU-68 64568

326b. MA33-16 1313 295 5
c. HTM-131 (Pru 3ai) ((24 UH- 238183 151 3

34D)
a. ITMM-261 (23 UH-34D) 56 179 2391 3
So HMM-361 (24 UH-34D) 242183 155 3
f. MVO-2 (21 UR-1E) 17728 149

5. MAG-36 (Chu Lai) 12281067 20194 7

a. H&MS-36 30144 345
16 12b. MABS-36 325293 4

C. HMM-362 (24 UH-34D) 21310.5951 2
d. HMM-364 (24 UH-34D) 165 222153 3
6. VMC-S (IS UK-JE) 183114930 3

196 3384303049109J. Force Logisite Support Groun
(Total)

1. Force Logistic Support Group 56 15501454 355
(Da Nang
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a. H&SlX, (-) (Rein) 3d S'10 Bn 24 
b. St:·(,·,.ll;r C,) (._) ~nfd1J.) 3d 21 

::"r~ ~~1. 
:\. l1::d at: :~;) Co_) (R€)i;';t) 3d 

;3~~·· J"; ~-3,1 

'J • tr:r~"L~. '~'~/~~ ~~' ~~ ,~ 10':); (J..;'l~.n) .3 c1 
.s7 .... ~ ~(" 

\ ., 

~? ) 

(,,) ,;> 

9 

13 
9 

(,I, S.t,I:<: F';::;;~t,s ,:lrG:l'~' (P:NV- 5 
~;,.~i:L·.~·" ... ::.~ ) 

w::\ 3d ::lPH:'! 
~~ ,:,;.r.1 t ~',,'1~ t i'~P l,t.1. 

" ".,.J! , •. : C'\' ,~1) 
" •• 1-.' '..j ... , ......... ~'H' .. '(J."I.. 

t",~ F.;:.q~J 1~·t:J .:",.'. ·r~:.""ti~Ir.S 

.: • 1 :{:L ~k.1 (Pi C;\' 1:-:11 Oll.al ) 

:: • SUJ)l":,,}' PIt, 
r;1. tlain of: yi:~ 

a. C':" Wilt, ::(~ :'~:::''3rl (-) 
f. C.) "fl.:!, )d 1~.d :11 

4 
1 

11 

7 

2 

1 

USl·m -
273 
(54 

4')0 

U7 

13.32 

~35 

247 

112 
135 

77 
25 

78 
7.3 

212 

13 ,,0 
.39 
76 
V~ 
10 
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4 
1 

,'"' --I 

1 

1 

~ 

l~ 
17 

1)$ 

8 

16 

5 
11 

5 

1 

2 
:2 

53 

2 

51 

319 
703 

409 

JJ.9 

1;01 

20L" 
294 

341 

269 

81 
26 

84 
78 

280 

I 

,''.,, 
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TOTALUSNUSMC

EnlOffEnlOff

319a. H&SCo(-) (Rein) 3d Svc Bn 18427324
70317664b. Supply Co (-) (Roin) 3d 121

Suc 32
409Maint 00 (---) (Roin) 3d 40093.

Svn 31
119Truck Go (--) (Rain) 3d 1172d.

Sve

1501108171332442. Force Logistic Support Unit

839880328FISU Amequartersa.

St
2048(Provisional) 18313
294285Supply Co (Prov- 9

341(3) Medna Co (Prov- 6 335
isicnal)

26916b. Shows Party Group (Prov- 5 1247

121(1) 30 3d SPBa 51124
14811(2) O: 2st Span 11351

269(Monicional) 525311122

81
(1) COMA's 7th MIBn (-) 1773

26(2) 24 P15, Co "0" 9th 251
MEEM

84(3) as "O", 1st MTIn (-) 2784
782(4) 0c NOW. 3d MIBN 733

2808 532123. Force Logistic Support Unit 7

#2 (Piru Sei)

15132E.c FISH Headquarters
32b. H&900 (Provisional) 230
401 39C. Supply Plt
78762d. Maint Plt
46e. Co "3" 3d MT3a (-) 42
6951to10f. Co "A", 3d Mad a

CONFIDENTIAL
10
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flo F'LSTT f(sad,:':u£:~tSl'9 
b. 3upj".1:i/ PIt 
:' < i''k'"d:'l'~ P~ .. t 
..... NT S8·~·t 

DECLASSIFIED 

US!liO -
.9U ~ 

Unit 2 51 

1 3 
1 24 

21 
:3 

11 

DECLASSIFIED 

us:; TOTAL - -

4 
25 
21 
.3 

cmJFIDENTIAL 

I 
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CONFIDENTIAL

TOTALUSNUSMC

Off EnlEnlOff

4. Force Logistic Support Unit 532 51
#3 (Qui Nhon)

FISU Headquarters 1 43
251b. Supply Plt 24
2121Maint Plt:

MT Secta. 33

CONFIDENTIAL
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HEADQUARTERS
III Marine Amphibious Force and Naval Component Command

Military Assistance Command, Vietnam

e/o FFO, San Francisco
California 96601

ForceO 7000.1
1/es
8 Sep 1965

FORCE ORDER 7000.1

From: Commanding General
To: Distribution List

Subj2 Acquisition, Possession and Conversion of United States Currency,
Military Payment Certificates and/or Local Currency

(a) COMUSMACT Directive Number 37-6 of 23 August 1965 (NOTAL)Ref:

(1) Currency Exchange and Control ProceduresSwels
(2) Daily Moord of Individual Currency Exchange Activity

(3) Summary of Daily Exchange Activity
(4) Daily Report of Cash Count

(5) Receipt. for Purchase of Piasters

1. To publish the regulatory policy governing the acquisition
and possession of Military Payment Certificates (MPC's) and acquisition
and conversion of local qurrency (planters) by all United States personnel
and other personnel authorised use of US Government facilities in Vietnam

AM outlined in reference (a)

2. Definitions. For the purpose of this order, the following definitions

apply:

a. United States Ougranex. Legal tender of the United States of

America.

Military Payment Certificate our An instrument denominated inb.
VA dollars or fractions thereof, used as the official medium of exchange
or each transactions in all entablishments of the Armed Forces of the

tod States in Vietnam. MPO's are printed in denominations of 5, 10,

and 50 cents and #1, #5, and $10. Authorised transactions of fractional

mount# loss than , cents will be made in us coin of 1 cent decomination.

G. Dollar Instruments. Any instrument other than MPO's and US

constituting an obligation to pay us dollars except personal checks drawn
n 110 bank when used as provided herein.

(4)ENCLOSURE

DECLASSIFIED



ForceO 7000. ~ 
e Sep 196; 

3. Genera]. 

DECLASSIFIED 

, 
a.. Possession of e.ny foreign currericy, including US currency v MP{P e II 

dollar instrutr:entl~ or personal che~k8 drf.)ral in US dol14rel, by lccal 
'/ietnamese Nationalo, or ot.her resideIlttl. J)f'~the Rspubl10 ot V'1etnam." 1 •. 
strictly torbidden by Viet.rlllJll8se law)! regardless 01' the type 101" farm ot 
such ourrency. 

b. Upon arrival 1."1 Vietnam" all US sponsored pero,')r.nel must d~c:laro 
the wnount. of t'or'eign ctlrreneies in their p08aeseion.v 1ncluG.1.n.g US currency. 
All US currenoy and dolla.rs 1nstl'ument, ~'1l1 be con"'\IJZ"'~,,,d to lIFe '8 at tha 
po~.nt of filntry 1nto V1etMm~ No US cur.r'1'l.01 o,r dol1a:r in'trumElnt~ will be 
ill tho handa of US mi11ts,ry OJ' US ao".rxmln'ti sponsorod oivillllX, pel'!!I()Y".l'lel 
atter t,he.1r arr:l.val with the exception of.' cn$ cer.t (lC·inB. 

00 The il18 of ~OGa i .. ~ re'et,r1cted to tralle ... oM .. ~n8 .in 'the N&.v,r mx:~h!i,nge., 
U3 Post,.]. Fao~1.11t1o.l~, Mll:1.t.a:ry ~1 .. eeft and. Clubl, USC Clubs and. 1'01' pill.s1.er 
oonvorsi()n tra.n.aotione in offio1all.,y authorhed l:Jonv!f.trsiontaoil:H:iee" 

4. P9l1.o1ep 

$,. All pctr'('IMll uuder the Centrol ot· thl C"-,,nding OeMr • .'\:~ III 
Marino Arnphib"ioul' F(')):"Qe/NAvllol Oe;nlpor'/.,nt COO1lnt..nder/Son!.t1r Ad" ..L:sor I Gc.rps.v 
1noluC11l'11 C ont.ract.or potL!Jon .... l and t·.chnl.o'l reprtsGrttat1.vea and all 
ot.her pe:rlono GuthQrh8(1 the \till Qt US fao11U:1.es" will cct\.ply wit.h t •. M 
RefJubllo 0/ V1Itnam J.~.gul4Lt.:1oM lih1C.h pruhibits 

( 1 ) Purc'hue of piaat,IJfS from other ,tihar. otfl~1t.\llY' Quth''Ir.1 i.od 
conve:u1on office",. 

(2) The importation and/or exportation of nlorr:t t11iHl 500 pi.B.'3t~r!l 
into or from VllttnaJn without the pl'ior tlXpress apPI"o'Ot.iil.l cf the National 
Oltice of ~Ch'1rJ.i6. 

b. Aoquisition of' NPC 0 8 by 1116ai"liJl otll.(:ll' t.h.an t.hA':. aU't:.hC'H"izlold hereln 
18 pr·ch1b1ted.. 

5. Prooedure.~ 

a 0 A,cgu:1.si tion of lwl.PO' " 
i 

(1) All personnel with pe:rmanent duty stat.ion in Viet.nam or who 
are on temporary additional duty in Vietnam who a.re ll.uth('l!'bed use of US 
Goverl1ment {'t1cilities will be paid the~r pay and allowa:n::.€18 in MPC ~ S 0 

2 
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3. General

a. Possession of any foreign currency, including US currency, MPC e,
dollar instruments, or personal checks drawn in US dollars, by local
Vietnamese Nationals, or other residents of the Republic of Vietnam, is

strictly forbidden by Vietnamese law, regardless of the type or form of

such currency.

b. Upon arrival in Vietnam, all US sponsored personnel must declare
the amount of foreign currencies in their possession, including US currency.
All US currency and dollars instruments will be converted to MPC's at the

point of entry into Vietnam. No US currency or dollar instruments will be
in the hands of US military or US Government sponsored civilian personnel
after their arrival with the exception of one cent coins.

C. The nse of MPC'a is restricted to transactions in the Navy Exchanges,
US Postal Facilities, Military Messes and Clubs, USO Clubs and for plaster
conversion transactions in officially authorized conversion facilities.

4. Policies

a. All personnel under the Control of the Commanding General, III

Marine Amphibious Force/Naval Component Commander/Sonior Advisor I Corps,

including contractor personnel and technical representatives and all

other persone authorised the use of US facilities, will comply with the

Republic of Vietnam regulations which prohibits

(1) Purchase of piasters from other than officially authorized
conversion offices.

(2) The importation and/or exportation of more than 500 plasters
into or from Vietnam without the prior express approval of the National
Office of Exchange.

b. Acquisition of MPC's by means other than that authorized herein
is prchibited.

5. Procedures

a. Acquisition of MPC's

(1) All personnel with permanent duty station in Vietnam or who
are on temporary additional duty in Vietnam who are authorized use of US
Government facilities will be paid their pay and allowances in MPC's.

2
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(2) Porscnnel recoiTing currenc, Qr dolls.x- j.nstrumentB through 
the m!.11 wiJ.l prElBont, t~hec,le QUX'ren9ie./instrumente to the Disbursing 
O£f:i.oer who will. ~1thtlr el)l~f~rt these __ i.._.·tlo MPcvs or Treasury 
oheck t·o '0(. mailed t,o an IlLddl"a~6 cut.side Viet,na,m by t.he reo1n_~. 

b. ACSJui&~i~.tor~ QLJ1~...9.a::.r.!r~ 

(1) l~onj.e" rttca1'V"ed. thr'ough mail (Se" para .Sa(2)" 

(2) Pertonnel d..partina on emors.not 1Ia1"'. PCS. W, or ttmp9ral'1 
additional dutr outlido RVNmuet hu.'" MPC',. cOll.verted to US dollars or 
dollAr. 1netrur.a.entr. prtor to departure. Upon pr'S"ll'c.ati.on 01' travel order. 
or in tho (1i'b.I.r.ce of ,t,:t'llvelord-er's, a oertitic"t.e of tra"V'el intcmtione dgne<l 
by thE) CoJnnlAnding O.ttia~1I'., co:ovl.'lr~iot'l 'Will be aooOlr.:pUlhed b1 the Diabursing 
Ottio$r eerv~c~ the ,utt ~t tx1t. 

(;,) Ptl'II(,Ili,r.O,j, t.ml ACo t~.11i 'e,il!l. $uthOl" lIed US Postal pri viles., -1 
pUX"Oh.~3f;t lTS f'~etal Monoy O%~':"4t ~,r. amount. not to exceed the amount ot Mro Us 
drkwn in an.v oalendar month, prt,'v1dins euchmoney orders are d1.epatohed· 
iIT.uT:edilAtely to F.ll'l addr',ae!l~ outeidn Vtetr4lm1l 

c. .rm!l~ .. ~! ~i1: .fl!!!i..w, 

(1 ) P'ill.l/lt·erLl' pl~oQuredthrou3h authol"lw..d channell at the OffiCial 
fu.·t':l <.,f .!tX1))-;C1fAS'!,t (72. 765S) ",ill ,ba used tor all of!ie1al transactions in­
.~l\.\d:l.ng tral'lsaotif.)l'1sb;y l\('~-",.pprQpriated fund. act1v1t1e •• 

(~) i'1I.1Jh%·~ procur~d at the Speoial Ourret1,)y Pund Rate (118) 
will be ul5~,d lIol'!I:!.y £ "'T' plIlX'13onAl trRnsactions by authorized ind1T1dualeo 
Undor flO circull'j~lt{;mCI!l8 will suoh tunds 'be uaed to pay eale.rioe., procure 
8uppllal til' defr·a.y otho:r OXP611Seff by appropriated or n.on-appropriated 
fund ~~t1,'rit1u. 'Il'l'It Speo:La.l Curr.ncy Fund Rata (one to Ha) was arranged 
tOl' t.h$ .fcJ.:I . .".ing l"ao1.l.S0nag " 

(a) To ... ilt in avoldi.ng additional inflation brought a'bout 
bY' the pr-euut'El of lI.ddit'ional dollars in country 8.5 !). tunat.lon or the 
:l.ncl'oued. l'lWUbAl" or Amerj,can Troope 0 

(b) T¢ givlt thf:t servicE!me.n a break 't7 allowing him to convert 
ciollare <;)n a !avor~ble exchange. basis. 

(c) To d:tscourage blaelanarket. operations that have been 
thriving in the CQunt.ry to' the d1ainterest ot the Government of Vi.etnam 
a.na the us. Theretore, it is of extreme importance that all members CIt 
this command understa.nd t,hil'l si'tuat.ion and without exception, exchange 
t.heil~ dollars as required to piasters at authori.zed placefl on the basis 
~! 118 piasters to the dollar. 
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(2) Personnel receiving currency or dollar instruments through
the mail will present these currencies/instruments to the Disbursing
Officer who will either contert these monies to MPC's or Treasury
check to be mailed to an address outside Vietnam by the recipient.

b. Acquisition of US Currency

(1) Monies received through mail (See para 5a(2).

(2) Personnel departing on emergency leave, PCS, R&R, or temporary
additional duty outside RVN must have MPC's converted to US dollars or

dollar instruments prior to departure. Upon presentation of travel orders

or in the absence of travel orders, a certificate of travel intentions signed

by the Commanding Officer, conversion will be accomplished by the Disbursing
Officer servicing the port of exit.

(3) Personnel and activities authorized US Postal privileges may

purchase US Postal Money Orders in amounts not to exceed the amount of MPC's
drawn in any calendar month, providing such money orders are dispatched

immediately to an address outside Vietnam.

C. Purchase of Plasters

(1) Piasters procured through authorized channels at the Official

Rute of exchange (72.7655) will be used for all official transactions in-

cluding transactions by non-appropriated fund activities.

(2) Piasters procured at the Special Currency Fund Rate (118)

will be used solely for personal transactions by authorized individuals.
Under no circumstances will such funds be used to pay salaries, procure

supplies or defray other expenses by appropriated or non-appropriated
fund activities. The Special Currency Fund Rate (one to 118) was arranged
for the following reasons

(a) To assist in avoiding additional inflation brought about

by the pressure of additional dollars in country as a function of the
increased number of American Troope.

(b) To give the serviceman a break by allowing him to convert

dollars on a favorable exchange basis.

(c) To discourage blackmarket operations that have been

thriving in the country to the disinterest of the Government of Vietnam

and the US. Therefore, it is of extreme importance that all members of
this command understand this situation and without exception, exchange
their dollars as required to piasters at authorized places on the basis

of 118 piasters to the dollar.

3
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(3) Cluhs' aoo 1·!0ss<s>,.' d.ed,gtlAT.ed &flootl'vereiontac:1l1tbe will 
IIl.e.inta1:r! separatt:l 1I'$cord:t c:m.pil;l.st.,ftJ. prO(l1ltoa. ~\t th~ Official BlAt,e 
and pia!\t,'~l'fJ P::'fJOUl"«l J}J •. t;h~ '~Sp,t,!.:1Al Ollr.r.,'l.nroy Furid J\lt.t..~. $'/Ai:h,r·.cQrd,s 
:tlll~l)t Dtl.brs ~aM. ~,ij,te1:,he ):;I.li'C'he.~f.l~.nd l5e.l~9l· U$e of. th~ee~UJldi$o 

(4) PurCl::4fJ6 I:I[ p:l9.~t(-J:rt*at,t:,he: Q,f'f:tQi-.l Rate or· .Spe.C',ial 
Curren(';y F"md RatfJ wi.l.l. btJ ftt':r~ot(~r1 th.NUSh o!t1eially $uth~r~.~ed. 
oon.Vtlrei(m r)o\'~:l.l:l:i:,ifIJs 3.9 l .. ! •. Btc;d belO'~r.· 

(b) HjJ~itnl7' r~i"t~l.'l·:':1I ,\\nd D:1~b1JJ~~:~1l.8 OcticEll"$ '~r th,irc 
b~M~''''$.nt((. 

(r.t.) 'l.'hC~lh'" Clfftcer iI,fl...:! ltnl:isterl I:!:lubs and Menes cEla1gllat8d 
41 a. (JI')~,·v'erdon. ,t"o1l1',.~ .-

d. ~1lr.W.!.<m..~2l.l!J&1!J t 0'u.Jis!-y!.,gJj\liGSi. 

('!, ) ~\~~,II1/1~,l'l~i C 11 c, f,' r'~.!lPJt,'ri! l,.JjI tlS~·.lf·l·«mc:y , nf:)t. t.o ucoed $40.00» 
1),i;,J" bi~ "lr.·:,I")rnlo;':,:H~J,'If)d tM' p.A".·th~a<i.a:",d X:,fil\""Go~.patt1l\1 y ... ~,1.A:I i.~\ 
,~I·\j.,i('L;fi ,!!.;j.,~,I: t·;n ()~. 1~':,'il'r.r::.'Mj· 1~1i.~'!'1!, Plr·'.\'V~.~.s<'l that. Pft'Jl'lIcmnol!;l. "&n d.emcr.c1"!t 
'H:KI'J ,,' :,I',l'" :.,:;1., i"\:'\'iJ'~:II:r.t"t~t ::i.on D;i' 1:1. :('(,l()r!i:l:~t,ll ttLe,t p:t . .rt.tJt.~(:I:r:(l wre Icqu1red. 
1'1";'i\, r;.",::l.'li:I)"t!.1'1·~t H'd~.r.,:·'n"~,,"'·,fJ (rm'i:~I~'$:1.(.m 114'111 h~ m!\de by' the DbbW'8:i,ng 
.... I···:!. 'I ',J"\,, -i' ..... "1'1 •. ,;, • '. + /"" 1')(""'.' (,"" ",., ... \J, "i,! i .'~, t, ,1'4 1 .""~·r j"'~) I' ,~,' ." j,.1 r~ "~"",,"'[j~) 

, ' 

.' '{:(.,) .ll'l ,!l,tl.d'it,i;-u .• J.,,:~~~,~);.nlftl,lnay ~,X,(,I"1l,n8' pial'Jtel"" acqu:tx'6d j.n the 
r:,)ll(I~;il*&:r!·lll\ntl!U.·:II··· . . . 

(II.) jtl.1,!I)I, !1~L~1~il.t~IZA:.j',fbJs.J:l..tII. Salfl~()t UlOt.I)Z' V~lllclee, m.ust. be 
·l\·,\~.~'il'"hm~;*ld '0;.' ;1t,El,l'\t~.~ '~b (. ,I~ti.l;l'~ .!l.m:l f,dJh"~u'l!I fJt rlu~':"~1hGIiH'1"'j) dtecript:J~on of 
'JI!\tdr..,l"l':\:"i,':'i' .:':'I'~fl,,~,::.J.l,1 c!!I.(,~~ E11,d pJ.l.i.o.~ of pu:r'cn,&.eeji Ci08'C p,r1cfla..nd Delling 
r:.":\(';/.t. '.rlld ~;\~."h(.ll·t~IiAt~i)rl, a:~ane1 'b/ ' th~1 Alll.erican F,M~~\l"I;r Adm:l.n1.straUve 
')U1M.~:! >m'l../.nt bl'l ,Pk"<!f.E.u:Jl'.!t$,1t~ ~th" D:Lebwreirif' __ .I:r,o 

(\ )§;~J!'...£:rJ~!:!.9.,ll!J:IE.!!m" Se:lll!le, '~~f !)or$(ma'l .. ett 0CtS Ii 
8<;mludj.:!\~S )'::trI·t",1·r'Viflh::~~J.etC\ ~ lnu!-t ~.'e· dt'loultit:iut.,fIId' Mil l:ilue't1nc~ude)de,~II~ript1on 
iii' ~',Ile it-an )wld and th~sElJJ.il'lB I):fIie~~ ~:he. aa16 $.l.l.t,lAc-!"izatiol'l. Signed 
'l:/r I;,:ti(: Un:!.t P];'ep~:m.,::; C<;irrt;.l"'ol Ofl'i(lt!r In·~~?.t bf$J. p~~.:lBented to t:h~DJ9b1.U'si!lg 
eft j,'~:er f.lt 1.11.& \.dme the:':()n'o;'o1tsicz::b l"eCluo.8f"iS'~iu . . ' 

! . 

6 •.•. ~~ 
. \ '\; 

'8,~ Thef::.llow-lng 1J't'i!.:ltrJB.!)d'!tr~ &1!~J"utho~lIM!!"'i, at thak.d,lINretion$ to 
es;t..!:t;l.ieh conV'erd:ton ::f:I.c:D .. lt.:"lltl, .~t Ofticerand/or mnli6~ed Clubs 8J)d 
tv!.e~9F.!,'i.·. t.heU r •• pect.j,,'nI a_ otreeP<'nsibl.:1.t.1B .pr<W\d.ed. ... 1'~1d. ooa­
r,~'C):d 'J.l"~: ~'::lh<b1:l6hed ·~,c: CiJ~lS'l.\N~ c,:nrplianee w"lt,h th1.s c)rd~:r and strict, 
Q,(:C,)'llLtin;g cf. COTTi/"Ur"f:<iof. t.ranf;l8.-::t:~CJlUH 
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(3) Clubs and Messes designated as conversion facilities will
maintain separate records on piasters procured at the Official Rate
and piasters procured at the Special Currency Fund Rate. Such records
must substantiate the purchase and sale or use of these funds.

(4) Purchase of piastere at the Official Rate or Special
Currency Fund Rate will be effected through officially authorized
conversion facilities as listed below:

(a) American Embassy, Saigon.

(b) Malitary Finance and Disbursing Officers or their
bonded agents.

(c) Those Officer and Enlisted Clubs and Messes designated
as a conversion facility.

d. Conversion of Piesters to US Currency

(1) Conversion of plasters to US currency, not to exceed $40.00,
may be for authorized personal departing Vietnam on permanent
change : Matter or amergency leave, provided that personnel can demon-
STRATE borrest personation of a receipt, that piasters were acquired
100 courses. The conversion will be made by the Disbursing
Officer the port, of extit.

(2) In addition, personnel may exchange piasters acquired in the
following manuers

(A) Sale of Motor Vehicles, Sales of motor vehicles must be
documented by Lining the name and address of purchaser, description of
vehicle sele, date and place or purchase, cost price and selling
price. The authorization, signed by the American Embassy Administrative
Officer, munt be presented to the Disbursing

(i) Sale of Personal Effects Sales of personal effects,
excluding mobar vehicles, must me documented and must include description
of the item sold and the selling price. The sale authorization signed
by the Unit Property Control Officer must be presented to the Disbursing
Officer at the time the conversion is requested.

b. Action

B.o The following Commanders are authorized, at their discretion, to
establish conversion facilities at Officer and/or Enlisted Clubs and
Messes in their respective area of responsibility, provided rigid con-
trolls are established to ensure compliance with this order and strict
accounting of conversion transactiona:

DECLASSIFIED
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(7) CoomllSnding GeneralJl Third Marine Divtsiollo 

t;l) COIVlnar:.der.. 30th Naval Cr~lll.5truot.:tOl"~ R'9gime:il",;" 

Fc!"ceO 7000 .. 1 

a Sep 1965 

(4) Ouma..allding Ot,t'1cer" Naval Support. A-:;:'Uri ... y I' Dan,ang (When 
Ac t:.i vs.t.ed), 

b~ rl'!J~:':·ilct,imlf)., PNcadl.lN,S .EI;n:i. 1:c,rwJ t.o Oeut,iJ..:z.ed by ccnv6:rsion 
fr.c.i:l..i't:Le;, .!.1'~1 ('Lmtie.i.,:'1~,i 1r;. Qll'.,:lc6il:~l:.$ (1) tl':,rough (~i)g 

(;" '1':I~ G()'!l1!.:'l::lrj,srl5'. lbtod i11. "ubpar.c"graph 6aA.bo·ra are r't!tspondble 
(r),:, p~'c"r:I.dir..:. '·;1l~ca33a!';· ::.,:m'rer!!on fac1lit.ia •. ~~i".h. pCI·J.,nt ot arrival/ 
depar'ture i'or their' :.r&upectivo pereonrleljl except that conversion Qr MPC -8 

and piasters to US aoJ.larl tor Advisol"'JI" Gr.oup Ii T Corps will be handled 
~ .. tlw Di8bu!'air.z f.a.C'.ilit:i.9S') 31 l<!..arins D!:;risio!'lo 

i. AJ 1 S,:"C· o::'C'.in&';, (, CIl:Illllanders w:i..l1 7.l.ike the following a.!lt.i.on~ 

(; :: Fublbh i?U",''l !.nstl'tJcr..ions as ,!LI"e deemed nEiceaeary tc 
l!,\pl~en~ Bnd ~nelJr'~ -:ompliano~ w.i.t.h T.he ,~ont.,nt/S ot this ordero 

(:.::) I:l,clud6 a.cG,ubiticn, p03seuicn and conv~rlJion ot .ourrency 
11:13 ... 13!Jbj~ctl in the ol·ior..~at:1.on ano. intormat..i.on progr'lm for all persof.lllelo 

(~) Ta.k~ l!I'Wltt a:r..d .!'8verlA d1s.::j.plina17 acM.-:>n on at'liV' violators. 

ulS'l'RlBUTlONr. "A" phts 
Field ;)ir p ARC 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

ForceO 7000.1
8 Sep 1965

(1) Commanding General, Third Marine Division.

(2) Commanding General, First Marine Aircraft Wing,

(3) Commander, 30th Naval Construction Regiment.

(4) Commanding Officer, Naval Support Activity, Danang (When
Activated).

(5) Commander, Advisory Group, I Corps.

b. Instructions, procedures and forms to be utilized by conversion
facilities are contained in anclosures (1) through (5).

The Courandere listed in subparagraph 63 above are responsibleC.
for providing conversion facilities at the point of arrival,
departure for their respective personnel, except that conversion of MPC's
and piasters to US dollars for Advisory Group, T Corps will be handled
by the Disbursing facilities, 31 Marine Division.

to AJIL Subordinate Commanders will take the following action:

(1) Publish auch instructions as are deemed necessary to
implement and ensure compliance with the contents of this order.

(2) Include acquisition, possession and conversion of currency
as a subject in the orientation and information program for all personnel.

(3) Take swift and severe disciplinary action on any violators.

DeganFullesREGAN FULLER
Chief of Staff

DISTRIBUTION: "Ass plus
Field Dir, ARC

5
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10 Acg-.risition of piast.ers bz alltho:l"izl'Jd cOllversion facilities: 

a.. Converl1on officers wh~' recrllNl piaster$ wil.l a:cquiz"e' such mOr~_&8 
thro'U.&h the authorised. finanoe channels. 

Do Each pUl"'~ba8e of pj.a8ters wi.l1 be /!!u~p()l''t'?Jd by a. certificate I5hcnr1.q 
the following information: 

Date o! purcha~e. 
Location ot the conversion point~ 
Title ot the conVftnion faoility. 
']he TJS dollar amo\lIlt ot "':,he purchase" 
The amount 01 piasters r~ee1ved. 
The rAte o.r ex.cr.&ng.o 
N.eme and "1gnat'U..,:,·,, ot the 'J.ff·i':!!I.t' ma.king the pur~hue. 
Name fond f.:Iignat.ure ot the d181bm-Jing off·tear salling t.he piaster •• 
rrar.sacl't.1G~ ~1J.lQber (It pur.::hasero 

Thie cer·titj,catebecIDEl8 part ot the ot'fioial reeord.e ot the conversion 
point. .nd will, bEl Ava.1lable .for inspeeUon by competent authority 0 

c" Conversj.oJ: point e w1.11 not lDIii.1rlt.ain piadtera ':In h.\nd in exc.e8. 30 
daylJ ,i.nt:Leipat.8d req'i,l.ir&mfIJnt.e. 

2. S!.l!?t :PiA~t!~.r Mill.tar't P.!DDltg C.rt ... ·~ ... tw. 
&. Ocm1ersil>l'I. point,s established in accordant-e ·W'it.h paragraph 6& of 

this ol4c'er are ,9.utho:'l.Zed to sell pi.a$ters tor military P8J'Mnt certitic;t.tee 
or perlS-:mal check! d,rawn. on a US bank :in dollar!! and made payable to the 
cOl7l'Vl!lralor .. fMni·l;.~u Apprt'priat,e ide.nt1.fic~t'ion is r~uired ·to insure thAt 
ur.aut,horizod perscllnel ara not permitted t.o ,~c:nve:'t MPCo s tor piasters" 

0 0 .Daily records of exchangF.' tra:'"!saction wU.l be maintained through the 
use of the following form.E'. g 

(1) Daily Record of Individu.al Curren~y k~. Activity" (En.~losur>t' (2}o 

(2) 3umma::-y Cot Dai.l,y Exc;h~~lge Activi-;;YQ (Enclosure (3)0 

These forms will be retained by the conversion officers as a ~eady 
reference to past transactionB o Th.e records '!,d.ll be available at, all times 
tor inspection by authorized persons D These forma will be fu:..~ni8he:i by the 
III Marine Amphibious For,!:eG-1 Sect.ion lIpan requesto 

ENGIDSURE (1;) 
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CURRENCY EXCHANGE AND CONTROL PROCEDURES

1. Acquisition of piasters by authorized conversion facilities:

a. Conversion officers who require piasters will acquire such monica
through the authorized finance channels.

b. Each purchase of piasters will be supported by a. certificate showingthe following information:

(1) Date of purchase.
(2) Location of the conversion point.
(3) Title of the conversion facility.
(4) The US dollar amount of the purchase.
(5) The amount of piasters received.
(6) The rate of exchange.
(7) Name and signature of the officer making the purchase.
(8) Name and signature of the disbursing officer selling the piasters.
(9) Transaction number of purchaser.

This certificate becomes part of the official records of the conversion
point end will be available for inspection by competent authority.

C. Conversion points will not maintain plasters on hand in excess 30
days anticipated requirements.

2. Sale of piasters for Military Payment Certificates:

a. Conversion points established in accordance with paragraph 6a of
this order are authorized to sell piasters for military payment certificates
or personal checks drawn on a US bank in dollars and made payable to the
conversion facility. Appropriate identification is required to insure that
urauthorized personnel are not permitted to convert MPC's for piasters.

b. Daily records of exchange transaction will be maintained through the
use of the following forms:

(1) Daily Record of Individual Currency Exchange Activity. (Enclosure (2).

(2) Summary of Daily Exchange Activity. (Enclosure (3).

(3) Daily Record of Cash Count. (Enclosure (4).

These forms will be retained by the conversion officers as a readyreference to past transactions. The records will be available at all times
for inspection by authorized persons. These forms will be furnished by the
III Marine Amphibious Force G-1 Section upon request.

1

ENCLOSURE (1)
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(1) The .. ,onv.raiQn ca.hier will. all1gn a t,ransacti.on n\.wber to ea(llh 
_heet of the Dail1 Reoord ot Indiv~.dual Ow.xoenc:,y Ex.ohan&e Aot1.vit1 used that 
day. 

(2) The Oonvllre1on o'lhil!lr \l'lll indicate thlJ amount of' dollars 
reoeived a.n.d pia.stors db'bl;a'lI.ed ,f'or eaoh individual tra.mJaotion" The 
individual for whom the ClonvlJr'.1on :1,e made will compl,ete the line tilling 
in bil orgalliza.tion~ rIAllll.8" rank; 'tM'ice number a:'let IS::'SM+~ur •• 

<'3) The conversion 0/l:uh1el" will furnish each individual who exohange. 
MfO g 8 for pi&.lStere w1.th a x',clipt. (S.,Enolol8ur6 S). The,. receipt,s will 
be reproduoed locallyo 

(4) At. the ent1 "r. uClh day '. bUllinO", the t»C.':;hang' clah1e:r will 
oomplatu t.he Summary' of 0.111 ~J',xoh.ns' Aoti vi t)" b7 po.tinS each t,raneaetion 
to thil torm. Oare m.ll. be ueroiled to allur. that the beglnni11l balances 
tOl' IIMh dny al~' tho Dame aB the endin& balal1c .. a or~ the prea,ed1ng day and 
that 88,01'1 ontry 1tJ IJUPPc11',ttd b7 .. tl",ansAction vOu.cher (e:1,ther t.ho cflrtit1cate 
or ~mrchQ,fIt Qr t.btl Cdl;r ·Re.Qor,~ o,f Indiv1dual Aotj:rity) 0 

(S) 'l'he mon1 f.I5 "n hand At the end ot each day i s busi.ruBae will be 
C~ouT\t,ed Imd l.~eco.rdGd on thf Daily Record ot Oaah Count. 0 The result.s (I.t this 
ClOW'lt will be compar'f)d to the balanoe! reoordGd on the Summary O.r Daily 
E~ohange Activity. 
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O. Maintenance of Records

(1) The conversion cashier will assign a transaction number to each
sheet of the Daily Record of Individual Currency Exchange Activity used that
day.

(2) The Conversion cashier will indicate the amount of dollars
received and piasters disbursed for each individual transaction. The
individual for whom the conversion is made will complete the line filling
in his organization, name, rank, service number and signature.

(3) The conversion cashier will furnish each individual who exchanges
MPC's for piastere with a receipt. (See Enclosure 5). These receipts will
be reproduced localit.

(4) At the end of each day's business, the exchange cashier will

complete the Summary of Daily Exchange Activity by posting each transaction
to this form. Care will be exercised to assure that the beginning balances
for each day are the same as the ending balances on the preceding day and
that each entry is supported by a transaction voucher (either the certificate
of purchase or the Daily Record of Individual Activity).

(5) The monies on hand at the end of each day's business will be
counted and recorded on the Daily Record of Cash Count. The results of this
count will be compared to the balances recorded on the Summary of Daily
Exchange Activity.

ENCLOSURE (1) 2
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Transaction

Number

-
Enclosure

(2)

Signature

-SIT

Bank

Printed

I

DAILY

RECORD

OF

INDIVIDUAL

CURRENCY

EXCHANGE

ACTIVITY

Date

Organization

Rate

of

Exchange

TOTAL

Disbursements

Piasters

VE$

MPC

Checks

Ttl

US$

$

Receipts

Conversion

Point

$

$
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Seary of' Daily Exchange Activitl 

~r.iQD Points . Date: 

Tra.aot1on MPC and Perscmal Cbe oks Piasters 
10. 

Inere, •• Decre .. e Salance Increase Decrease Balance . 
Bel1mJ~D' Bal. 

. 

. 

" 

--. . 
doW" 

... 

. 
-

, 

_II"!" I ••• , 
I .. 
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Summary of Daily Exchange Activity

Conversion Point: Date:

PiastersTransaction MPC and Personal Checks
No.

Increase Decrease Balance Increase Decrease Balance

Beginning Bal.

finding Bai.

Enclosure (3)
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Daik Record of Cash Co~. 

·CalrtvdOD Point: Date 2 

.Oa.la CoUDt 

!7JIe earrel107 . DeDClld BltlQD Qautit1 Total 
.MPQ'. ill~ 

.~ .. 
· '-. · · , 
· . , 

'1'01'AL .~ ----------' .. II .............. 

ReOOl'ded B.~no. 

OWl' ar· (_Imt) 
.,. ............ '" 

P.U8T_ "00 

-DI 

'-'. 
, '" - .. 

............... 
mAL ~ ---... ----~' 

Bla.elect lI:I.Iue . 
GftII .. ( .... ,) 

• . 
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Daily Record of Cash Count

Conversion Point: Date:

Cash Count

Type Currency Denomination Quantity Total

MPC's 10.00
5:00
1.00
.50
.25
.10
.05

Personal Checks
TOTAL

Recorded Balance

over or (short)

PIASTERS 500
200
100
50
20
10
5
I

TOTAL

Recorded Balance

over or (short)

Enclosure (4)
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(lam. , LOOation at 
ConVll'81on Point) 

- tDate) 

PUI'obal •. _. ______ ~ __ $VN in exohan,e for. MPO., 

.. -
, , 

I • 

Enclosure (5) 
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(Name & Location of
Conversion Point)

(Date)

Receipt for Purchase of Piasters

On this date
Rank Service Number)(Name,

$VN in exchange for �purchased MPC.

(Name & Signature of
Conversion Officer
or Authorized
Representative)

Enclosure (5)
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,. '" •• HEADQUARTERS 
III Marine Amphibious '?orce and Naval Component Command 

lftlitary Assistance COMmand, Vietnam 
c/o FPC, San Franoisco, 

FORCE ORDER 5312.8", 

From: Commanding General 
To: Distribution List 

California, 96601 

ForceO 5312.8 
l/DL.rtjdr 
21 Sep 1965 

Subj: Vietnamese l1ilitary Interpreter Program; POlicy and Instruction 
concerning 

1. Purpose. T"o eet forth the policy and procedures governing the 
necessary' employment and acJninistration of Vietnan18se =:iUtary 
Interpreters generally aSJigned for combat operations. 

" ' 

2. Ba.ckground. Prior to the recen'l:, rapid increase of forces, a token 
number of interpreters from the AR~1'~ were assigned t.o the III Varina 
Amphibious Force for such operational duties as "Tere required, includ1ng 
TIT functioning, CI TeaJ116 end regirrental/bc,ttal10n headquarters of tl1e 
operating forces. It has now become evident th~t an inorease of 
interpreters must be acquired to r,ffeetively distribute their service 
down to rifle platoon level durinG certain operations. This substantial 
increase will result in a considerable aclrlinietrative burden 'l'rhioh 
will require standardized and clearly described procedUres, 

3. Pol1gz, 

a. It will be the pollcy of this Co:.t:.and to make r.mximum use of AUVN 
interpreters for operational. requirements, consistent with J:~CV capability 
to provide~ 

b. In view of the limited avaj.lability ot the interpreter personnel, 
the properutillzation of this speciality is a requirement of utmost 
importance. CommAnds/units will· ensure that interpreters are utilized 
for interpreter duties, as intended by this program, end that they a.r:; 
~ assigned any other duties that detract from the purpose for which 
they are provided. 

4. *nis~ratjve Insttyction. The following instructions are essential 
to the administration of a sound interpl'eter program. . 

a, ~~isitions. All requostD for ARVH interpreters will be sub::dtted 
via the Tan ofeolnt1and to ti1is Headquarters (l~ttn: G<.). Requests will 
contain the number of pf.rsonnel required, approximate dura.tion of assignment' 
and justification for the requirement. 

ENCu)sB (6')': .. 
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HEADQUARTERS
III Marine Amphibious Force and Naval Component Command

Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
c/o FPC, San Francisco,

California, 96601

ForceO 5312.8
1/DLR/dr
21 Sep 1965

FORCE ORDER 5312.8

From: Commanding General
Distribution ListTo:

Subj: Vietnamese Military Interpreter Program; Policy and Instruction

concerning

1. Purpose. To set forth the policy and procedures governing the

necessary employment and administration of Vietnamese Military
Interpreters generally assigned for combat operations.

2. Background. Prior to the recent rapid increase of forces, a token
number of interpreters from the ARVN were assigned to the III Marine

Amphibious Force for such operational duties as were required, including
ITT functioning, CI Teams and regimental/bettelion headquarters of the

operating forces. It has now become evident that an increase of

interpreters must be acquired to effectively distribute their service
down to rifle platoon level during certain operations. This substantial

increase will result in a considerable administrative burden which
will require standardized and clearly described procedures.

3. Policy

a. It will be the policy of this Corrand to make maximum use of ARVN

interpreters for operational requirements, consistent with MACV capability
to provide.

b. In view of the limited availability of the interpreter personnel,
the proper utilization of this speciality is a requirement of utmost

importance. Commands/units will-ensure that interpreters are utilized
for interpreter duties, as intended by this program, and that they are
not assigned any other duties that detract from the purpose for which

they are provided.

4. Administrative Instruction. The following instructions are essential

to the administration of a sound interpreter program.

a. Requisitions. All requests for ARVN interpreters will be submitted

via the chain of command to this Headquarters (Attn: G-1). Requests will
contain the number of personnel required, approximate duration of assignment
and justification for the requirement.

ENCLOSURE (5)
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b. Check in. Interpreter pereotl.'1el reporting to the III I"~rine Amphibious 
Force Headquarters for assignment will be provided transporta.tion to I 
Corps by the. Division or tIling to which operationally a.ssigned. They will 
report to the office of I Corps Iiep..dquartors, Adjutant General for adminis­
trative procass:!.ng. .It is recor,w.ended that if .::.vailable, the unit ilHVN 
Liaison Officer act as escort during this check in phase. Upon arrival 
I Corps Headquarters such personnel wilJ. be checked for and provided ,'lith the 
required clothing, equipment, weapon, and I. D. Card. The interpreters \'11.11 
be assigned to the rolls of Headquarters Conpany, I Corps. . 

c. AssieentLReassi0'UeritS. Upon cor:lpletion of the administrative 
processing at I Corps Headquarters, inteJ~reters will be provided trans­
portation to further report to the Command or Unit to which they are 
operationally attached. 

d. Records/Reports. QOIiU';lands are responsible for maintaining a current 
roster of the interpreters to. include the assignment dOlm to regimental 
level. A monthly report of interpreters on board 'It.rill be forwarded to I 
CorDs Headquarters, Adjutant General, with u copy to this Headquarters. ,:ioine 
and losses,w.Ll1 ,be 'B'Wbmltted upon occurrence. 

e. Discipline. All cases concerning breach of disoipline, improper 
performance of·duty,or other unfavorable matters will be reported by 
the unit commander via the chain of command to Division/lling Level.for 
fOI'Vlarding direct to I Corps HeadquCl.rters, Adjutant General, with a copy 
to this Heac1quarterso These reports ,dll be submitted in detail to set 
forth the problem area to include reooll!."'~endation that the individual 
either be released of his duties or retained. Personnel that are in an 
i~OL or AWOL status will be reported directly to Adjutant/Generals OUice, 
I Corps Headquarters" with a copy to this Heac,iquarters. 

l' 0 Annual Leave o. AAVN interpreter personnel are authorized a seven 
(7) dB.f leave perio~ during each quarter of the year •. The seven (7) day 
leave periods are inclusive of travel tinle. Personnel requesting leave 
ilill submit oSuch application through the assigned unit cOIJl1la1lders via 
DiviSion/Wang l.evels for forwarding direot to I Corps Headquarters, Adjutant 
~eneral for a.pproval. COllunands will assure assistance in the prepar&tion 
pf requests, and aflter::an endorsement recommending approval/disapproval 
,onsistent with operational requirements. 

g. Sick ieaye. The same procedure as indioated in paragraph 4£ above 
will apply. This request will also contain a. recommendation from the unit 
medical officer. In the event the medical officer's recommendation contains 
an urgency of relief from duty, such cases should be approved at unit level 
and siok leave orders be issued to report directly to I Corps Headquarters 
Adjutant General. for further disposition. A copy of sick leave orders 
will be fo;rwarded to the Division or t'ling concerned and this Headquarters. 
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b. Check in. Interpreter personnel reporting to the III Marine Amphibious
Force Headquarters for assignment will be provided transportation to I
Corps by the Division or Wing to which operationally assigned, They will

report to the office of I Corps Headquarters, Adjutant General for adminis-
trative processing. It is recommended that if available, the unit ARVN
Liaison Officer act as escort during this check in phase. Upon arrival
I Corps Headquarters such personnel will be checked for and provided with the

required clothing, equipment, weapon, and I. D. Card. The interpreters will
be assigned to the rolls of Headquarters Company, I Corps.

c. Assignment/Reassignments. Upon completion of the administrative

processing at I Corps Headquarters, interpreters will be provided trans-
portation to further report to the Command or Unit to which they are

operationally attached.

d. Records/Reports. Commands are responsible for maintaining a current
roster of the interpreters to include the assignment down to regimental
level. A monthly report of interpreters on board will be forwarded to I
Corps Headquarters, Adjutant General, with a copy to this Headquarters. Joins
and losses will be submitted upon occurrence.

e. Discipline. All cases concerning breach of discipline, improper
performance of duty, or other unfavorable matters will be reported by
the unit commander via the chain of command to Division/Wing Level for
forwarding direct to I Corps Headquarters, Adjutant General, with a copy
to this Headquarters. These reports will be submitted in detail to set
forth the problem area to include recommendation that the individual
either be released of his duties or retained. Personnel that are in an
AOL or AWOL status will be reported directly to Adjutant/Generals Office,
I Corps Headquarters, with a copy to this Headquarters.

f. Annual Leave. ARVN interpreter personnel are authorized a seven
(7) day leave period during each quarter of the year. The seven (7) day
leave periods are inclusive of travel time. Personnel requesting leave
will submit such application through the assigned unit commanders via
Division/Wine levels for forwarding direct to I Corps Headquarters, Adjutant
General for approval. Commands will assure assistance in the preparation
of requests, and enter an endorsement recommending approval/disapproval
consistent with operational requirements.

g. Sick leave. The same procedure as indicated in paragraph 4f above
will apply. This request will also contain a recommendation from the unit
medical officer. In the event the medical officer's recommendation contains
an urgency of relief from duty, such cases should be approved at unit level
and sick leave orders be issued to report directly to I Corps Headquarters
Adjutant General, for further disposition. A copy of sick leave orders
will be forwarded to the Division or Wing concerned and this Headquarters.
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, h. :hr.li1t.rpret~~lt'ar. pa;d.,' <?l1Ce am:onth~, Tiley artpai.d ,during , 

t.he pe.riOdtranthe 25th q'tth.mont}1't,brougb'the lst dq of ,th~. t<?llowing 

month. "All iDterpret.r pelo;lo~;I. a88!g1l.", ,to the 'Danan8 eDC,lA.,. will ' 

repQJ"t to Headquarters 0atPan19 I Corpe' tor' rec.i~ of pq. CClllllande/um.t. 

will ensure that a means of transportation is proT.lded. Personnel al81gDed. 

to unite loc,ated o\l'tl81d. ot the Danana enclave \tIUl be pa1d at the loeal 

m1l1t.al7 air tetminal Ill'Ting that &reao A disbur8ing representativs tran 

Headquart.rs Ocamander I dorpa will be present at the air tenninale OD all 

aDn,Junced day of tbo, payipg periodo Comnl8Jlds I consistent with operational 

requirement.e, ld.ll .~., th.,.r assiped :interpreter per80nnel are present 

tor the receipt ot pq 0 " , 

10 "port. ot Fayorabl.e lfatt.r. When.ver the performance ot an inter­

preter is considered note'WOrth1 or commendable bey'ond. the usual require­

aents or dutYl> the Unit CaDander should report Ws tavorabl. information 

by an appropriate lett.r to the I Corpel> Adjutant Generalo In caees of 

gallant1'1 ill action, a rec'lD'Pendation tor an a pprop:r1ate award. will be 

nba1tted. 

j. Cyualt.~Ho 'lbe treatment of interpre~r cuualUe. w:Lll. be haA­

lad. in the .... JIIIJUl8r as Ulat ot Marine personnel 0 In call.' Nq1l1ril:tc 

hoep1t.alilt.tion they w11l be evacuated to an RVN hospital. 'I'he 3rd lfarine 

D1Y1.ion will ettect liaison with I Corps Headquartere, Adjutant General 

tor diepoe~iono All casualties will be "POrted 1meclia\e~ by ....... 

at D1v1alon or Wing level direct to I Corpi Headquarters 9 Adjutant Genen.l 

wltll infomatioa COW to tbi. Readquartors. 

t. GrtA. Sktetyorfi!f Ho\go All RVI 1D\erpretere 8 re (l H1peCl tIM 

gr'ade of Stafr Sergeant) and should be aecorded the priY1legee ".0-
elated. with this cradeo 1be worJdqg hours v:Ul be consieteJR, with opel"­

atioDal requ1relllent..o In tbie connection aDd when operaticaal tunctiOl38 

peZ'll1\, discr.tion should be exercised relative to observ1Dg the CUS\CIa 

ot their count1'7o 

10 1AU0 Incoming mail tor :interpret'" .hould. be addre8lecl to r Corps 

Head.quarter.s Adjutant Generalg IlKl 41090 

5. to«1,\1e.o ill clothingg equi)D8Dt, aDd weapons are provided by the 

ARVlfo Replacement. and reauppll' of the.e it.a will be provided at I Corps 

Headquarter. 0 

60 Qoorcti,pat 1 DR IDltruc\1oA' 0 

a. 'lbe Ccmun<l1ag GenoralD Third Marine Division» PMF.Il and the 

CClllDlDd.iD& Generals Pir.t Marine Aircraft WiDe'!) FMF 9 are authorized direct 

l.iaieoD vitia I Col'J)l Headquarters tor the purpcae of coordiaat10n on inter-­

preter p8rsounel adm1n1stratioDo 
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h. Pay. Interpreters are paid once a month. They are paid during

the period from the 25th of the month through the 1st day of the following

month. All interpreter personnel assigned to the Danang enclave will

report to Headquarters Company, I Corps for receipt of pay. Commands/Units

will ensure that a means of transportation is provided. Personnel assigned

to units located outside of the Danang enclave will be paid at the local

military air terminal serving that area. A disbursing representative from

Headquarters Commander I Corps will be present at the air terminals on an

announced day of the paying period. Commands, consistent with operational

requirements, will ensure their assigned interpreter personnel are present

for the receipt of pay.

1. Reports of Favorable Matter. Whenever the performance of an inter-

preter is considered noteworthy or commendable beyond the usual require-

ments of duty, the Unit Commander should report this favorable information

by an appropriate letter to the I Corps, Adjutant General. In cases of

gallantry in action, a recommendation for an appropriate award will be

submitted.

J. Casualties. The treatment of interpreter casualties will be han-

led in the same manner as that of Marine personnel. In cases requiring

hospitalization they will be evacuated to an RVN hospital. The 3rd Marine

Division will effect liaison with I Corps Headquarters, Adjutant General

for disposition. All casualties will be reported immediately by message

at Division or Wing level direct to I Corps Headquarters, Adjutant General

with information copy to this Headquarters.

Grade Status/Working Hours. All RVN interpreters are assigned the

grade of Staff Sergeant (B-6) and should be accorded the privileges asso-

ciated with this grade. The working hours will be consistent with oper-

ational requirements. In this connection and when operational functions

permit, discretion should be exercised relative to observing the customs

of their country.

1. Mail. Incoming mail for interpreters should be addressed to I Corps

Headquarters, Adjutant General, KBC 4109.

5. Logistics. All clothing, equipment, and weapons are provided by the

ARVN. Replacements and resupply of these items will be provided at I Corps

Headquarters.

6. Coordinating Instructions.

The Commanding General, Third Marine Division, FMF, and the
a.

Commanding General, First Marine Aircraft Wing, FMF, are authorised direct

liaison with I Corps Headquarters for the purpos of coordination on inter-

preter personnel administration.
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b. The Commanding General,Third. Har1neDiv18i()~., FlfF w:lllcoordinate 
\nth I Corps Headquarters conceltling d1ebursinlt arrangel't"em,e at the areas 
outside of Da.nang enclave. The'!utiUzation .of t'he l·~in. Air Courier 
fliGht is !i.uthorized for the purpose of tra.tlS!,orting the ARvrJ. disbursing 
l"epresentative. 

Y It {W·U 
I" L.· , 

'G.C. AXTELL 
Chief of Staff 

DIST~lIDUTTnn II ,I If 
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b. The Commanding General, Third Marine Division, FMF will coordinate
with I Corps Headquarters concerning disbursing arrangements at the areas
outside of Danang enclave. The utilization of the Marine Air Courier
flight is authorized for the purpose of transporting the ARVN disbursing
representative.

(xtillC
G. C. AXTELL
Chief of Staff

DISTRIBUTION IT A ll
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SUBJECT: Monthly Evaluation Report (u) 

THRU: Commanding General 
III Marine Amphibious Force 
FPO San Francisco 96601 

TO: See Distribution. 

7 October 1965 

Attached hereto is Month~ Evaluation Report for the month of. 
September 1965. 
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Attached hereto is Monthly Evaluation Report for the month of

September 1965.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

FreeRICHARD A. WILSON1 Incl
Captain, AGOas
Admin Officer
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MAOTN-IO 
SUBJECT; Monthly Evaluation (September 1965) (u) 

'I, / 

~ ,'ANN!X-A 
)J~" j 

': of I 
.; ,t~·"f~i.~ GENERAL; There waliJ a decrease in the number ot battalion-size or larger 
(l 

<t -

operations in September as compared to August, but a 2S percent increase in 

VO KIAs was realized. The tempo of VO initiated activities increased consider­

ably after having decreased the previous two months. The main aims of the VO 

continue to be harassment and isolation of villages and out-posts, along with 

interdiction of routes of conmunication. Slight overall progress was noted in 

rural construction efforts. The Quang Nam Special Sector was formed 1 Septem­

ber and additional ARVN forces were allocated to it for operations. This added 

operational strength, coupled with increased rural construction efforts, has 

re~ulted in r~i~nificant pac~~tcation g,ins du~ng the reporting period. /.ii' /;! /. " 
~. cd') curumm;'>6p~TIONS':'~here~ere \2 J-aalion or larger unit operations 

conducted in I Corps during September, a decrease of 18 from the previous month. 

Contact was made with the VO in 31 of these operations. I Corps (ARVN) and 

USMC units conducted seven coordinated platoon-size or larger operations. 

Seven airmobile operations, supported by USMC H-34 helicopters, were conducted 

in the Corps area. During September, 975 VC were killed and 359 captured for 

an inerease of 273 and 158, respectively. ARVN captured 210 weapons (39 more 

than in August) while losing 147 (41 more than in August) to the VC, There 

was an increase from last month in the number of ARVN KIAs from 136 to 215. 

Operation lam Son 1e;<) in the Ba long Va.lley, 38 kilometers south of the 17th 

parallel, termina.ted a.fter 90 days dura.tion on 13 September. A reinforced 

infAntry battalion now occupies an outpost there tor the first time since 

J~ 1964. Four days after the establishment of Quans Nam Special Sector, 

a sector controlled operation (Hos. Tuyen 101) began 10 Idlometers south ot 
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I 
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MACTN-IC
SUBJECT: Monthly Evaluation (September 1965) (U)

I CORPSANNEX A

1. (0) GENERAL: There was a decrease in the number of battalion-size or larger

operations in September as compared to August, but a 28 percent increase in

VC KIAs was realized. The tempo of VC initiated activities increased consider-

ably after having decreased the previous two months. The main aims of the VC

continue to be harassment and isolation of villages and out-posts, along with

interdiction of routes of communication. Slight overall progress was noted in

rural construction efforts. The Quang Nam Special Sector was formed 1 Septem-

ber and additional ARVN forces were allocated to it for operations. This added

operational strength, coupled with increased rural construction efforts, has

resulted in significant pacification gains during the reporting period.

15)
2. (c) CURRENT OPERATIONS: There were 52 battalion or larger unit operations

conducted in I Corps during September, a decrease of 18 from the previous month.

Contact was made with the VC in 31 of these operations. I Corps (ARVN) and

USMC units conducted seven coordinated platoon-size or larger operations.

Seven airmobile operations, supported by USMC H-34 helicopters, were conducted

in the Corps area. During September, 975 VC were killed and 359 captured for

an increase of 273 and 158, respectively. ARVN captured 210 weapons (39 more

than in August) while losing 147 (41 more than in August) to the VC. There

was an increase from last month in the number of ARVN KIAs from 136 to 215.

Operation Lam Son 190 in the Ba Long Valley, 38 kilometers south of the 17th

parallel, terminated after 30 days duration on 13 September. A reinforced

infantry battalion now occupies an outpost there for the first time since

July 1964. Four days after the establishment of Quang Nam Special Sector,

a sector controlled operation (Hoa Tuyen 101) began 10 kilometers south of
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SUBJECT: ¥J.Onth~ EvalUc1.tion (September 196;) (U) 

ANNEX A (Cont I d) 

Va Nang and west ot Highway 1. This tour battalion operation had the mission 

') of clearing Highway 14 and securing a large rice harvest. Results of the 

, operation which terminated on 19 SeptemberJ were 97 ve KIA, 15 vec, and 1.8 

.... t, , •• l 
... ' weapons captured. An additional 59 VC are credited to have been killed by 

air. Friendly losses were 33 KIA J 117 WIA, and 1 MIA. Follow up sweeps 

throughout this area have netted 20 more VC KIA and 5 captured weapons. A 

coordinated USMC-ARVN search and destroy operation (Operation Piranha-Lien Ket 

e) took place on 7 September, 12 kilometers northeast of Quang Ngai. Two 2nd 

:, 
'"'" 

Division ARVN battalions conducted airmobile assaults near Cap Batangen. 

After three days of action, _~6.JC (,eriJ/~ll",d; ~~ ~~~\'i~r:J.s~~ner, and ,.:-_:"~: 
pons captured. ARVN losses .8e five KIA a~1~,."!!2.~~~"d~[u.S. aircraft flew 

838-~~rlies a~d VNAF flew 283 in~ps Tactical Zone. There were five 

B-52 strategic bombing missions conducted during the month against suspected 

VC locations in Quang Tin and Quang Ngai provinces. Two ot these strikes were 

. ~\t0ll.olre<l up by gt'Ound opera~o"."_w:.:':~~~t1 ~~:..rlle.;i-;;,r;.r. ";":11 ) 
. "/4822 rounds (1752 more than in August) in support ot ARVN ground operations, j/ 

I • 

During the month the crop d.e8tl'UOtion program tor Quang Tri and Thua Thien 

Provinces was completed. The effect of the defolient on 6218 hectares of 

sprayed crops was unifonnly excellent. In addition, 19 other defoliation 

iij, \ (. ~orties were ~lowr:ifThe 4th'Armo~ed C~~lry-Squadron continued its reorgan1za: . 

\, tion. The H-41 tank troop completed transition training on their new tanks at i 

the Armor School, and will be employed in the 11th DTA upon arrival in the I 

CTZ. A third M-l13 APC troop oompleted training and loaded aboard an LST for 

movement to the I eTZ. 
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Da Nang and west of Highway 1. This four battalion operation had the mission

of clearing Highway 14 and securing a large rice harvest. Results of the

operation which terminated on 19 September, were 97 VC KIA, 15 VCC, and 18

weapons captured. An additional 59 VC are credited to have been killed by

air. Friendly losses were 33 KIA, 117 WIA, and 1 MIA. Follow up sweeps

throughout this area have netted 20 more VC KIA and 5 captured weapons. A

coordinated USMC-ARVN search and destroy operation (Operation Piranha-Lien Ket

8) took place on 7 September, 12 kilometers northeast of Quang Ngai. Two 2nd

Division ARVN battalions conducted airmobile assaults near Cap Batangen.

After three days of action, 66 VC were killed, 11 taken prisioner, and 11 wea-

pons captured. ARVN losses were five KIA and 33 wounded. U.S. aircraft flew

838 sorties and VNAF flew 283 in the Corps Tactical Zone. There were five

B-52 strategic bombing missions conducted during the month against suspected

VC locations in Quang Tin and Quang Ngai provinces. Two of these strikes were

followed up by ground operations with negative results. Naval gunfire expended

4822 rounds (1752 more than in August) in support of ARVN ground operations,

During the month the crop destruction program for Quang Tri and Thua Thien

Provinces was completed. The effect of the defolient on 6218 hectares of

sprayed crops was uniformly excellent. In addition, 19 other defoliation

/
The 4th Armored Cavalry Squadron continued its reorganiza-sorties were flown.

tion. The M-41 tank troop completed transition training on their new tanks at

the Armor School, and will be employed in the 11th DTA upon arrival in the I

CTZ. A third M-113 APC troop completed training and loaded aboard an LST for

movement to the I CTZ.
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SUBJECT: honthly EvaJuation (September 1965) (u) 

AI·ml'~ A (Cont' d) 

3. (0) VC l.Ul'I'lITIES: l>uring September, 281 VC imtiated incidents were re .. 
"\~~ . 

'i:<::~~~orted. This represents a ~5 percent increase from August. The most signi-
r: .. ~) 

ficant rise took place in Quang ~in Province where the incident rate increased 

87 percent. One major a.ttack occurred on 20 0cpterubE,r when an estimated two 

to three VC com;:'l8.nies ambushed elements of tho ;rd Fattalion, 51st Regiment, 

on Highway 14 in i:uang Nam Special Sector. The unit suffered 39 l..Ii.. and 50 

jUA as compared to 11 VC killed in this action. 'fhere was no contact during 

tho month with main force 'VC units of battalion-size or larger. Viet Cong 

8.ctivity \'lS.6 lar~1ely limited to low level incidents such as harassment of 

outposts and sabotar.e of lines of corrouunications. h notod increase in the 

number and MVf:rity of incidents took place durin[~ the last week or tho 

month in the 1st Division area. 'l'his was marked by mortCl.r hara.ssments of the 

Ba u,ng Valley outpost, Khe Tri, and the 3rd Rerimontal OP a1lC1 interdiction 

of Highway 1 and the railroad north of lJa l .. ang. Ralliers and docum ·nts 1'0-

confirmed the three main force battalions (804th, ~s06th, and 8OSth) accepted 

in Quang 'l'ri Province. Reports also indicate th,.t the 1st YC Hegiment has 

returned north to vicinit1 of Tien Fhouc in Quang ~rin Province after operating 

for four months in Quang Ngai Province. The numbdr of VC inspired demonstra-

tions roso sharply to 12. General themes wore release of hus~nds and sons 

from government sC:;"vico, compcnhation for crop damage, stop a.ir strikes, 

and tormination of ,BoVOI'nmantal control ot the rice harvust. The demonstra-

tion in De. Nang on 20 Septe,Elbor resulted in the apprehension, trial, and 

eXGOution of throe agitators. The lc'.rf,est demonstration, a.pproximately 

7,000 people, occurred on 26 September in Quang Tri City as a result of a 

UNCleiSS~F~ED 
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3. (c) VC ACTIVITIES: During September, 281 VC initiated incidents were re-

ported. This represents a 25 percent increase from August. The most signi-

ficant rise took place in Quang Tin Province where the incident rate increased

87 percent. One major attack occurred on 20 September when an estimated two

to three VC companies ambushed elements of the 3rd Battalion, 51st Regiment,

on Highway 14 in Quang Nam Special Sector. The unit suffered 39 KIA and 50

WIA as compared to 11 VC killed in this action. There was no contact during

the month with main force VC units of battalion-size or larger. Viet Cong

activity was largely limited to low level incidents such as harassment of

outposts and sabotage of lines of communications. h noted increase in the

number and severity of incidents took place during the last week of the

month in the 1st Division area. This was marked by mortar harassments of the

Ba Long Valley outpost, Khe Tri, and the 3rd Regimental CP and interdiction

of Highway 1 and the railroad north of Da Rang. Ralliers and docum nts re-

confirmed the three main force battalions (804th, 306th, and 808th) accepted

in Quang Tri Province. Reports also indicate that the 1st VC Regiment has

returned north to vicinity of Tien Phouc in Quang Tin Province after operating

for four months in Quang Ngai Province. The number of VC inspired demonstra-

tions rose sharply to 12. General themes were release of husbands and sons

from government service, compensation for crop damage, stop air strikes,

and termination of governmental control of the rice harvest. The demonstra-

tion in Da Nang on 20 September resulted in the apprehension, trial, and

execution of three agitators. The largest demonstration, approximately

7,000 people, occurred on 26 September in Quang Tri City as a result of a
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grenade incident in e. Buddhist temple four days bofore. Indic tione are 

t~ this was not VC in~pirocl.. 
..J.+~ . 

....• }"'..J 4. (c) rtU!.H.hL GONS'.i.'imC'l'ION: Hecent AiiVN clearing opcro.tiona in the 11th rnA 
, ,,,It 

tend to stabilizo portions of this ar\!.a; hO'jiovcr, th(;ru are still insufficient 

IJri.lltar~.' forcos and cadre teams to ShO,1 effecti'ro gains in rura.l construction. 

Qt1ang Nam Spada1 bector, through intensified cloanng operationa, has made 

de~inite ga.ins and, with the recruitment of a.dditiona1 cEI.dre teams, should 

continuo to progress. In the 12th U£A the most significant progross noted. 

wore thG pc".cification gains in Tu ljghie. District (Qun.ng N£>,fI.i Provinco). In-

sufficient mobile nction Cl\drl~ and lack of sufficient RF and PF forces COl1-

tinue to be the problem area in the I Corps. 

5. (C) P8yorsLcA: standard air and ground l(;aflct drops and loudspeaker 

broadcasts charactorizod the :)sy-war of fort for tho l?lOnth. l'~jor thornes wore; 

''Protect tho rice harvE:;st from thei/C, 11 "Chiou Hoi, II and 'iIlle{i lity of public 

dcmonstrationa .. 11 horo face-to-faco prop.:,:,.ganda is being dissomiMtod \<rl.th the 

uso of psywar teams I-.md audio-visual vehicles. IncroAsed cOJ1llllC.nd ~nd adviso~J 

effort is boing employed to energize the pe.yment of indomnificl-J.tion claims 

from the lfiLCAP Fund. A toOOi'l of expurts knowledgeable in the administre.tion 

of the NILCA.P Fund trom 1,lA,QV and thEl hH.Vli PSY"re.r Diroctorate met \dth ARVN 

and US soctor advisory personnol to d,j'\:'ern:dno problem aroM and arrivo at 

workabl~ solutions. After eo study of th\) situation, detailod guidanco \'las 

issued to each division EI.nd sector advisor in I U'l'Z. As a rosult a markud 

increaso in £.ctivity to clear up e. backlog of indemnification claims has 

taken place. Civic Action ,":I.lso consi~l in administoring to the medical 

needs of civilians and refugees and the distribution of relief su:)plies to 

refugees. Page 4 of 6yges. UNCLASSrnEn 
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grenade incident in E. Buddhist temple four days before. Indic tions are

that this was not VC inspired.

(c) RUARAL CONSTRUCTION: Recent ARVN clearing operations in the 11th DTA
4.

tend to stabilizo portions of this area; however, there are still insufficient

military forces and cadre teams to show effective gains in rural construction.

Quang Nam Special Sector, through intensified clearing operations, has made

definite gains and, with the recruitment of additional cadre teams, should

continue to progress. In the 12th DTA the most significant progress noted,

were the pacification gains in Tu Nghia District (Quang Ngai Province). In-

sufficient mobile action cadre and lack of sufficient RF and PF forces con-

tinue to be the problem area in the I Corps.

5. (c) PSYOPS/CA: Standard air and ground lcaflet drops and loudspeaker

broadcasts charactorized the psywar effort for the month. Major themes were;

"Protect the rice harvest from the VC," "Chicu Hoi," and "Illeg lity of public

demonstrations." Moro face-to-face propaganda is being disseminated with the

use of psywar teams and audio-visual vehicles. Increased command and advisory

effort is being employed to energize the payment of indemnification claims

from the MILCAP Fund. A team of experts knowledgeable in the administration

of the MILCAP Fund from MACV and the ARVN Psywar Directorate met with ARVN

and US sector advisory personnel to determine problem areas and arrive at

workable solutions. After a study of the situation, detailed guidance was

issued to each division and sector advisor in I CTZ. As a result a marked

increase in activity to clear up a backlog of indemnification claims has

taken place. Civic Action also consisted in administering to the medical

needs of civilians and refugees and the distribution of relief supplies to
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6. (c) lDGIS'.l'IGS: wgisties problems continue. Bridging and construction 

IIlb.terial cont:'.nue to be in short supply. Distribution of supplies is a 

..:~*~jor problem area particularly in view of the necessity to stockpile sup-
, ·'1 .... " 

>.:';..\>. plies prior to the forthcolllin: rniny' Bonson. Jelivory ot supplies to 

outposts in the 12th DTA is complic(l.ted because of inability to use lateral 

roads from Highway 1 and the limited allocation of airlift. Completion of the 

Gau w briuge on Highway 1 and USe of LS'1's to ferry supplies to Chu Lai will 

help in raising level of stocks in depots durine: October, hmiever, delivery 

of eup:ll1es to outposts and villages west of Highway 1 continues to be a. 

mk~jor problem area. 

? (0) ¥di.G]:1~: l~eeping Highway 1 open romains the primary engineer tr,sk. 

~lapsod time from destruction of bridee to completion 1'erl1<1in8 satisfactory; 

~iOW<3VOr J tactical brici,t~ing available in depot is in critical short supply. 

'1'he approaching rainy season with possible accompanying floods an( •. the pre .. 

sent VC rate of destruction could cause this limited supply to be axhc-.usted 

in approX:iJa<\.toly t\l10 months. Bridgo timbers, crushed rock, and PSP also 

reuwlin in critical short supply. 

S. (0) PK.tS01~lmL: I Corps is presently at 118 percent strength but much 

of this ov"rstrength is aocounted for by personnel assignod to tho recently 

for1'lled 4th battalions. Those pereo,nel "'ill not bo cl-I.rried 1\6 authorized 

assigned strength until thoir trainin:!: cycle is complGto. Thoro has boen 

an incrotl.Sc in tho averD.go opcrr.,tional strength for Infantry batte,lions to 

524 from 440 in .kugust. 'tho l1.Ri/U dosurtion rato continues on a dOWl1\-re.rd 

trend, with slightly lower thi.n six pOI' 1000 as oomp:,~rcd to tho nt=l.tional 

rato of l3 .63. This cin be attributed in P',rt to increased command emphasis 
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6. (c) LOGISTICS: Logistics problems continue. Bridging and construction

material continue to be in short supply. Distribution of supplies is a

jor problem area particularly in view of the necessity to stockpile sup-

Delivery of supplies to
plies prior to the forthcoming rainy season.

outposts in the 12th DTA is complicated because of inability to use lateral

roads from Highway 1 and the limited allocation of airlift. Completion of the

Cau Lo briage on Highway 1 and use of LST's to ferry supplies to Chu Lai will

help in raising level of stocks in depots during October however, delivery

of supplies to outposts and villages west of Highway 1 continues to be a

major problem area.

7. (c) ENGINEER: Keeping Highway 1 open remains the primary engineer task.

Elapsed time from destruction of bridge to completion remains satisfactory;

however, tactical bridging available in depot is in critical short supply.

The approaching rainy season with possible accompanying floods and the pre-

sent VC rate of destruction could cause this limited supply to be exhausted

in approximately two months. Bridge timbers, crushed rock, and PSP also

remain in critical short supply.

8. (c) PERSONNEL: I Corps is presently at 118 percent strength but much

of this ov rstrength is accounted for by personnel assigned to the recently

formed 4th battalions. These perso nel will not be carried as authorized

assigned strength until their training cycle is complete. There has been

an increase in the average operational strength for Infantry battalions to

524 from 440 in August. The ARVN desertion rate continues on a downward

trend, with slightly lower than six por 1000 as compared to the national

rato of 13.63. This can be attributed in part to increased command emphasis
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and BUccessful tactical oporations within the Corps zono. Horal(=; continuos 

to be ,good. 

9. (c) SECURITY: An 87 porcent increase in manhours devoted to ph~rsical 

security has takon place. This is a result of additional US guard posts 

being providod and thE:) requirement for around the clock security for billet 

aroas. Socurity of U.S. billets has also boen increasod by using a more 

efficient system of accountabiJitJr of Vietnamese passes and by limit:> ng the 

numb~r of indigenous personnel given accoss to these areas. 

'I) 
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and successful tactical operations within the Corps zone. Morale continues

to be good.

9. (c) SECURITY: An 87 percent increase in manhours devoted to physical

security has taken place. This is a result of additional US guard posts

being provided and the requirement for around the clock security for billet

areas. Security of U.S. billets has also been increased by using a more

efficient system of accountability of Vietnamese passes and by limiting the

number of indigenous personnel given access to these areas.
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