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PART OMNE

CRGANTZATTONAL DATA

IIT MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FRGE
DAYANG AIR BASE, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
IEWIS W. WALT

Major Genersl United States Marine Corps
Commanding
Command Chronolegy for period 1 Sept = 30 Sept 1965
Chief of Staff Col Regan FULIER, USMC

to 12 Sept 1965
Col George C. AXIELL, USMC

Deputy Chief of Staff Col Howard E. WERTHMAT, USMC

Agsistant Chief of Staff, G-l Col Don W. GALRREAITH, USMC ;
Assistant Chief of Staff, G=2 Col Leo J. DULACKI, USMC
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3 Col Edwin H. STMMONS, USMG

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-4 Col Harold A. HAYES, USMC .

Assistant Chief of Staff, G=5 Col Elmer G. GLIDDEN JR, USMC

Supply Officer Col Howard G. TAFT, USMC

Force Engineer Col Williem M. GRAHAM, USMC

Communications - Electronics Officer Col Frederick C. DCDSON, USHGC

Adjutant ItCol Surton L. LUCAS JR, USMC

from 30 Sept 1965

SUBORDIIATE UNITS COMJANDER
3d Merine Division (~) (Rein) MajGen Iewis W. WALT, USMC !
lst Marine Aircraft Wing BGen Keith B. IMCCUTCHEQN, USHMC
Force Logistics Support Group Col Mauro J. PADALINO, USMC
2d Battalion, 9th Marines ItCol Williem F. DOMNAMUE JR, USMC
<
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SUBORDILJATE UMITS COMANDER

7th Engineer 3attalion ItCol Ermine L. MEEKER, USMC

l,s,tym\‘ifprce Reconnalssance Co Maj Malcolm G. GAFFEN, USMC
" Gommunications Support Go Maj Doneld L. MURPHY, USMC

Communication Co, 7th Cormunication B3n Capt Charles T. HAMPTOI, USMC

Averoge Monthly Strength

UsSHG USN
Officer Eplisted Officer Enlisted Total
2,366 - 32,019 268 3,204 37,853
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PART TWO

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

e e b

As General., During September 1965, III Marine Amphibious Force Head-
guarters was located at coordinates (AT 994757) which is 350 meters west of
the DANANG Air Base in the Republic of Vietnam adjacent to the 3d Marine
Division and lst lMarine dircruft Wing command posts. 4&ll forces under the
operational control of III MAF were located in the I Corps Tacticzl Zone.
The 24 Battalion, 7th Marines and HMNM-363 were attached to Task Force Alfa
in II CTZ during September. III lAF continued the build up of forces as
personnel strength increased from 30,912 to 37,853 in September.

Be Operationg. III HAF continued to conduct unilateral and coordinated
operationsg in support of the miseion as contained in reference (a). One
operation was conducted on 7 September in support of RVNAF, as specifically
spelled out in Fhase III of reference (a), by rapidly moving 3d Battalion,
3d Marines into the area south of the DANANG TAOR (AT 965615) to relieve the
pressure the VC were exerting on ARV forces. Xxpansion of the DANANG TAOR
southward permitted III MAF to begin operation GULDEN FLEECE; an operation
aimed at denying the VC acceses to the rich rice producing areas slong the
30NG CAU DO, SONG Y&k, SONG BAU and SONG VINHE DISN.

C. Lnemy activity. The Viet Cong reverted from the tactic of amassing
large forces to smell unit actions during September., This chanie is attri-
buted largely to the results of Operation STARLITE; the surprise search and
destroy operation which proved that large concentrations of VC forces could
be discoversd and defeated by US/RVN Forces. In reverting to small unit
activity, the VC concentrated on ingenious land mines and booby traps in an
effort to limit III LATF offensive action.

ITI. OFERAITONS

Ae USEC Operstions. The most significant unilateral III IIAF operetion
in Septenber was Operation GULDEN FLEECE which was conducted in the southern
sector of the DANANG TAOR to prevent the VC from taking the newly harvested
rice from the farmers. This operation consisted of continuous patrols,
search and destroy operations, and ambushes in the area where the rice being
harvested. Operation GOLDEN FLEECE began on 9 September gnd will continue
until the rice crop in the DAWANG TACR is harvested. This operation in-
creaged III MAF activity and consequently the number of USHC initiated VC
contacts rose from 44 in August to 228 in September. The casualty results
of IIT lAF operutions are shown in Table I.

Lo, ﬁg
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CASUALTY RESULTS III MAF OPERATIONS SEPT 1965

As indicated by Table I, the USMC/VC kill ratio was 5.8:1, a
decreass from the 10:1 ratio results of August, This decreass can be
attributed to the fact that no concentrated large force VC resistance, of
Operation STARLITE magnitude, was encountered in September,

B, Coordinated Operations, Three major operations were conducted in
September in coordination with RVNAF; the largest of which was Operation
PIRANHA,

1. (_)ﬁeration PIRANHA, This coordinated operation was a search and
destroy attack in t A GAI area east of NS grid line BS 72, south of
EW grid line BS 90, north of EW grid line BS 81, The attack was launched at
0630 on 7 September by forces of the Tth Marines (1st and 3d battalions) and
ARVN units consisting of 2d Battalion, lth Regiment and 2d Vie thamese Marine
Corps Battalion. None of the approximately 3,300 dwellings in the III MAF
portion of the objective were destroyed and there were only 2 civilian
casualties (2 WIA)., This is a direct result of troop indoctrination and the
prudent use of supporting arms. Only scattered concentrations of VC forces
wore encountered during the four day operatlion, and most of the VC casualties,
shown in Table II, resulted from the discovery and destruction of caves and
fighting holes; 66 VC were killed in a single cave. Details of the opera=-
tion are reported in references (c) and (d).

RVNAF UsSMC
RVNAF KIA 5 USMC KIA 1
WIA 33 WIA 12
VG KIA 66 V¢ KIA 112
vce 1l vce L9
WPNS CAPTURED 11 WPNS CAPTURED 10
TABIE II

CASUALTY RESULTS OF OPERATION PIRANHA 7~10 SEPTEMBER 1965

2, Operation QUYET TANG 10/N, This operation started asa unilateral
search and destroy mission conducted by ARVN forces lo kilometers south of
DANANG on 7 September, Heavy resistance was encountered, however, and at
0730 on 10 September General THI, the I Corps commander, requested USMC assist-
ance, In response to this request, the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines was airlifted

g
UL ASSiErn
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from CHU LAT to the target ares in the vicinity of srid coordinates (ar

965615)« Of perticular significances in this operation was the repidity of
this fifty mile movement of 1,037 troops. The first wave of troops departed
CHU LAT et 101230H and the last element of troops and supplies vas in place

_ﬂgppnygﬂQ1U4OH. The operation terminated at 151600H, and resulted in 3 Marines
iy

Uit

» including the Battelion Commender, and 4 Marines WIA, All Marine
casualties were caused by mines. “he details of the operation are reported
in references (o) and (d§.

3+ Operation HaiD ROCK. This search and clear operation vas corn-
ducted in the vicinity of grid coordinetes (BT 680000) (BT 677995) (BT640060)
(B 670057) by the lst Battalion, 7th Marines and a reinforced squad from the
3d Reconnaissance Battalion in conjunction with the ARVN junk fleet. It began
at 260641 and is extending into October. Initial action consisted of over-
land movement of one company to the vicinity of grid coordinates (BT 663031)
and helicopter lift of second company into a lending zone in the vicinity
of grid coordinates (BT 676005). Llements of the 3d Reconnaissence Battalion
were helicopter lifted into a landing zone in the vicinity of grid coordinates
(BT 065044). Little resistance was encountered so Company B and the Recon-
naissance company vere removed from the operastion on 27 September. Cagusl-
ties results by 30 September weres 1 llarine wounded snd 17 VCS captured.,

4. UOther Coordinated Uperations. There were four more coordinsted
platoon - company size operations. 4lso, the combined USEC/Popular Forces
Cowpany at HUL PHU BAT continued its highly successful self-help demonstra-
tions to the Vietnamese people in the HUE PHU BAI area. This unique organi-
zation of 60 liarines and 150 Vietnamese is billeted in the village of THUY
FIU (YD 9135118 s where approximately half of their operations consisted of
helping the villagers to repsir bridges, roauds and other civic sction projects.
The priuery indication of the success of this operation is the lerge amount of
reliable inf'ormation on VO activity which is received by the company.

5. Sumnary. In addition to the three major operations mentioned
above, III L:AF conducted 2,880 patrols, ambushes and minor search end des-
troy operations; US:C initiated contacts with VG force were encountered on
290 of the operations.

C. A4ir Support.

1o FHixed Wing., 1st MW fixed Wing jet aircraft flew 2,647 sorties
in September. This was an increase of approximately 800 sorties over
August operationsy almost half of the sorties were flown in support of other
commands, including forty-seven electronic countermeasures (ECM strikes,
and twelve WLINT missions for 2d Air Division, and thirty-two 7th ¥leot ECM
strikes., The ECM and :LIUT missions were flown against alr control radar
and Surface-to-Air Missile (S4lY) sites in Korth Vietnam in support of USBAR
and USN strikes.

2. Helicopter. Helicopter support capabilities were increased in

September by 1:4G-36 becoming operationzl., UH-34 and UH-IE helicopters were
used to transport troops and supplies, in support of IIT AW and RVIAF
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operations. The UHIE wes additionally used for FAC (airborne), psycholo-
gical warfare, and command gircraft duties. The UH-3T7 helicopters, brought
in by lAG-36, were used for heavy supply movement and to salvage a UH-34
which crash landed during Operation PIRAIHA,

3, Transport. The capabilities of the KC-130 aircraft were
expanded during September by the addition of a new mission in support of
USIC air-ground team operations when a KC-130 functioned as the direct
air support center (DaSC) for Operation PIRANHA. The aircraft stayed air-
borne 9 hours controlling aircraft, relaying information and providing &
source of emergency air refueling for A4 and F4 aircraft. This afforded
excellent communications and control and resulted in a definite improve-
rnent in coordinating the air-ground team concept,

4. B-52 Bxploitstion Plans. Operation Plan 101-66 (reference (f))
was published on 9 September to establish a basis for using B-52 aircraft
to attack VC forces in the I Corps area in conjunction with USMC/ARVN
follow=~up operations.

D, UNeval Gunfire. CTG 70.8 continued to support III MAF operations
during September by firing 1,175 rounds of ammmnition. The decrease from
the 5,096 rounds fired in August is attributed to the limited scale of VC
resistances

E, idxpansion. In order to provide better protection for the DANANG
Air Base from mortar attack, CG III MAF requested, in a letter to CG I
Corps, that the DANANG TAOR be expanded to the south, and that a reconnais-
sance zone be established south of the TAOR., The expansion was approved by
Brigedier General THI, CG I Corps, on 21 September. Enclosure (1) contains
the correspondence concerning the expansion and an overlay of the newly
egtablished southern boundary for the TACR and RZ.

F. BEnemy Activity.

1, Generale VC initiasted contacts in III MAF TAOR's increased e
from 250 in August to 489 in September. The intensity of the attacks and X
the size of attacking forces decreaged, however, as indicated by the de- '
crease in larine casualties from 534 in August to 297 in September.

2. Land Mines. The most effective form of attack utilized by
VC forces was the booby trap/land mine which accounted for 17 KIA and 71
WIA; almost a third of the total III IAF battle casualties in September,
One of the casusltics was a Battalion Commander.

%, Tactics. There were no VC initiated concentrated attacks
during September and only one significant embushj; however resistance to
USIC initiated attacks was more stubborn and contact time prior to VC
withdrawal was longer.
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A. Genergl. Intelligence reports indicated an overall change in Ve
activity from the massing of large forces near IIL MA® Air Bases which
occurred in August. The remainder of the VC units involved in Operation
STARLITE were reported to be reconsolidating, retraining, and re-equipp-
ing in the generel area of Al KY in the vicinity of coordinates (BS 7682).
Based on these reports Operation PIRAMHA was leunched. The detalls of
the operation are reported in the Operations section of this report and
in references (c) and (a).

B. VC Reorganization. There appeared to be a reorganization of the
structure of VC forces which involved integrating North Vietnamese troops
into the existing units in the III MAF TACR's. The PAVY troops which were
integrated into local units were reported to be sent in to boost morale
which had been deflated by STARLITE,

C. Iocal Support. Information received from captives and ralllers
(defectors) indicated that the VC efforts to collect rice through texation
and bond issue did not totally replenish their duwindling supply, and that
rural support wes gradually diminishing. This trend could have a definite
effect on VC morale and capabilities in future operations.

IV. PERSOTEL AND ADMTYISTRATION,

A. Sirength. The average persomnel strength of III MAF inereased
from 30,912 to 37,853 in September as MAG-36 and 1ACS-7 completed thelr
moverent into country, end individual rotation hecame effective.

3. Pergsonnel Rotation. In August CIC directed a change from unit to
individuel rotation. In response to this, individual replacements bhegan
arriving in September, and a system of redistributing persomnel was in-
itiated by the lst MAW to provide a transition to the new system which
will result in sn even flow of personnel into and out of Wing units. The
jnitial redistribution was conducted between MAG-36 and MAG-16; thereby
providing MAG-36 with combat oxperienced personnel and preventing a complete
exodus of experience in MAG-16 due to personnel rotation. The 2d Marine by
Division is plenning a similiar program.

C. Organization. An Adjutant Section wes activeted in IIT MAF on 30
September 1965 to provide a method of control for the increasing load
of administretive requirements. A Teble of Organization was also sublmitted
for a separate Naval Component Command Staff in case that orgenization should
be separated from III MAF. The proposed T/O is included as enclosure (2)
to this report.

D. Regt and Recrestion Programg. The IIT MAF R&R program to Hong Kong
and Banglok was cancelled on 3 September by COMUSMACV, and the MACV R&R

£1ights to llong Kong were also cancelled from 3 September through 15
September. A III MAF sponsored RER program to Ckinawa was started on 18
September vhich provided a daily flight from FUTEMA to DANANG or CHU IAI

to FUTEIA. The RER period consists of four nights in Okinawa, with billet-
ing and messing provided by MCAF Futema and Camp Butler. Table IIT indicates

Y
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A
IIT MAF participation in RER programs in September 1965.

MACV Progragm III MAF Program Total

Bangkok 300 34 334

Hong Kong 178 115 293

Okinawe 0 1120 1120

Total 478 1269 1747
TASIE ITI

III MAF PARTICIPATION IN RZR PROGRAMS SEPT 1965

E. QCurregncy Gonverglon. Conversion from U,S. dollars to milltary
payment certificate (MPC) was established on 1 September. Force Order
7000.1 (enclosure (5)) established regulations for exchange and possession
of various currencies.

F. ARVY Interpreter Program. Force Order 5312.8 (enclosure (6)) was
published on 21 September 1965 establishing the policy and guidelines for
the ARVY interpreters assigned to the command. As of 30 September there
were 5/ ARVH interpreters assigned.

V. LOGISTICS.

A. Genergl. The tempo of logistic operations continued at an ever
increasing pace with emphasls on attaining the desired stockage objectives
of classes of supply, and improving the overall logistiec posture of the
Force. Particular attention was directed to the establishment of a Joint
Transportation Office, a Theatre Movement Plan, computation of requirements
to support Phase II operation in VN and the development of a Iogistic
Organization for WESTPAC. A modification of the tasks and misslon of the
Naval . Support Activity was recommended to CINCPAGFLT by CG III MAF msg
2923282 Sept 1965, Specifically, it was recommended that a sub-depot be
established at CHU LAI to provide the required support for port operatlons
and to relieve the tactical resources which are currently committed for
Iogistics-Over-the-Shore (IOTS) operations.

B, Port Operationg.

1. During September 1965, 64,218 measured tons of cargo were dis=
charged through the Port of DANANG and 21,878 meesured tons were discharged
at CHU IAI. Discharge of cargo at DANANG has been impeded by lack of suf-
ficient lighterage and a backlog of ships to be offloaded continues. The
leck of lighterage, and in particular the lack of IST's, has caused a back=-
log of cargo waiting to be shipped from DAMANG to both CHU IAI and PHU BAIL

2+ Cargo discherge operations were further interrupted at GIU IAI
by foul weather on 18 September. Two sections of causeway were broached
and IST-399 ran sground in the CUS HO inlet attempting to reach the IST
sand renp.
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C. Supply.

1. All classes of supply were adequete with only a few exceptions.
A shortage of BA-R79 batteries required 3d FSR to air-ship 10,000 in res-
ponse to CG IIT MAF request of 16 September.

2, On 22 September, CG FMFPAC instituted the Red Bell Program.
This progrem provides for designating items that require exceptional supply
action which will receive immediats transportation priority. Accelerated
follow up action is taken on these items, on a continuing baesis, until
supply action is comploted.,

3. An Army mobile test facility for POL products requested by III
VAT arrived at QUI MHOY and was transhipped to DAUAYG on 30 September.
This mobile lahoratory will be located at DANANG Air Base and manned by a
Us Ss Army team of one officer and seven enlisted men. It will provide
quality control services for all units in the I Corps erea, and will re=-
sult in considerable time saving for testing FOL products. Herstofore,
a1l samples of POL were delivered to SAIGON for testing. This resuvlted
in a 24 to 48 hour delay before POL could be certified for use, P

Lo USARYIS, Okinawa was designated the primary source ol supply
for packaged POL products, but deliveries are not expected until approxi-
mately 15 November. In the interim, COMSERVPAC has arranged for shipments
direct from CONUS. "

5. On 11 September, CG FMFPAC granted authority for the FLSG to

extend the lead time for Class II items from 15 days to 45 days. This
will more accurately reflect the actual lead time required for these items.

D. Congtruction.

l. OConstruction during the month of September was hampered by
beavy rains which damaged the roads in both the DANANG and CHU LAI enclaves.
A major effort was required to keep essential roads open and traffic to a
minimm. The priority of crushed rock for road surfacing has compounded
the problen, and rock crusher breakdowns impeded the production of gravel.

2. Repairs to the southern 4,000 feet of the CHU LAT expeditionary
pirfield were started on 2 September. These repairs were required to
restore the laterite base beneath the runway mattinge. The matting is
being lifted in 1000 foot segments and the laterite base is being replaced
by a 14 percent mixture of sand and cement before re-laying the matting.
This mixture is expected to hold up under continuous loads better during
wet weather than laterite.

3. On 12 September, construction of the southern helicopter park-
ing apron for MAG-36 was campleted at CiU LAI.
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4o Two 10,000 barrel capacity fuel tanks were compléted on 20

September at DANANG Air Base., These fuel tanks are part of a planned tank
Tarm of twelve 12,000 barrel tanks to support the Air -Base.

5. On 25 September, installation of a 150 foot, 60 ton capacity
floating bridge to span the SONG TUY LOAN (River) at coordinates (AT 946699)
was sccomplished to provide an important link in the limited lines of com=
munication in the DANANG TACR,

6. Construction of the 400 bed hospital at Marble Mountain con-
tinued at a rapid rate with required materials on hande A total of 23
buildings, were under congtruction by the end of the month, The first
inerement is expected to be completed by 15 October 1965,

E. lines of CGommunication.

1. On 2 September, CG III MAF/NCC requested permission of the
CG, I Corps, ARVN, to use the existing railroad bed from the DANANG Air
Bage south to the SONG THU BAU River, as a communication route for wheeled
vehicles. Specifically, it was requested that IIT MAF be allowed to remove
the rail tracks and ties, stacking them alongside the road bed ready for
reinstsllation. 0G, III MAF/NCC further offered to schedule pioneer type
maintenance of the road bed and to meke repsirs of those sectlons already
damaged by enemy action.

F. DBase Development.

1, Ammunition Storgge. On 23 September, representatives from the
COMUSMACY grmunition Office visited this Headquarters in comnection with
ammunition storage facilities. These representatives made it clear that
the NCC was not required to construct or operate a joint emmunition stor-
age Taclility.

2., IIT MAF Headquarterg. Rear echelon elements of the 2d ARVN
Division remain in fTacilities which are scheduled to be occupled by Head-
quarters elements of III MAF. Those 2d Division rear echelon elements have
not completed their movement because of a lack of necessary 1VN sea transe
portation. On 24 September the CG III MAF/NCC requested COMUSMAGV to
arrange for one 542 class IST to accomplish the move.

G. lMotor Transport.

. 1. Thirty-three M-76 Otter larginal Terrain Vehicles arrived at
POL, CONUS on 25 September 1965 for further shipment to DANANG., Addi-
tionally, two hundred and sixty-seven %27/Al (Mechanical Mules) are
awaitinz shipment from Barstow to the 3d Marine Division.

2. CG FFPAC msg 1817192 Sept 1965 relates intent to request
replacement of all M=422 vehicles in III MAF that are in marginal servic-
able condition with new M-422's.
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3. CG I'FPAC msg 2521402 Sept 1965 requires III MAF %o report
on eight end items of motor transport, i.e., M-35, M=49, M-50, M-69
M=51, 152, M=54 and 1%62, which are scheduled to be replaced by the
rulti-fuel femily of vehicles, Introduction of the mulii-fuel vehicles
into TIT MAF is scheduled for 1 April 1966.

VI, CORUNTCATIONS.,

A, General. During the month of September, communiceztion facilities
for the IIT MAF continued to expand due to the increasing nmumber of units
arriving in the Republic of Vietnam and the incrsases in tempo of combat
operations. :

B, lMegsage Traffic. The communication center experienced its first
major decline in total messege traffic since May 1965. This can be attri-
buted to a successil message reduction program which has been implemented
by III MAF, The total volume of message traffic in August was 52,050, In
September the total was 49,432; a reduction of 2,618. DGS circuitry con-
tinued to improve in reliability. A prolonged period of outage occurred on
the 21st and 22d of September due to the main cable interconnecting Air
Force Terminal and DAUANG Control being out of service. The USS OKANOGAN
and U, S, Army Communication Center I Corps received and transmitted traffic
for III Marine Amphibious Force during this period of ontage.

Ce Improvements.

1. Multiplexer. One (1) multiplexer An/TCC-20 was installed at
the IIT MA® Communication Center and one (1) multiplexer AN/TCC-20 was
installed at DANANG Control on 26 September. The purpose of this instal-
lation was to provide multiplex channels over the cable pairs laid under
the DANANG Air Fleld. Isolation relays had to be fabricated to provide
equiment interface.

2. Radio Setg. COMUSMACV provided ITI MAW a temporary allocation
of fifty (50 radio sets, Al/PRC-25, for controlled employment in III MAF
area of operationg. Allocation was made to provide improved command and
control commnicstions during specisl operations such as STARLITE and
PIRANIA, A good portion of the communication equipment required to com-
plete present and near future requirements arrived on Okinawa during the month
of Septembers. It is presently awaiting transportation to Republic of
Vietngm. Mach of the eguipment is fixed plant communication center items
which will be utilized by III MAF, 34 MarDiv end lst MAW. A technical
team will be requested to assist in the installation of the equipment and
indoctrination of operating of personnel.

D, EFlans.

l. Airborne Command Post. An Airborne Command Post for use in
Special operations 1s presently being planneds 4 C-117 aircraft will be

A
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configured to provide access to at least four major nets. The major
obstacle is that the G=117 aircraf't has limited capability to provide
power to four standard airceraft SSB radios and that radios can not be
operated simultaneously under these conditionse It hag been recommended
that radio sets AN/PRC-25 and AN/PRC-47 be used for purpose of condueting
in-flight tests to ascertain their suitability for airborne command/control
communications.

2« Project Tolk Quick. Project Talk Quick has been planned to
include Commanding General, III IAF as a subscriber., Presently this Fead-
quarters is awaltling physical inspectlon and placement of equipment by the
contractor during the month of October.

3e Tropogpheric Septter System. In order to provide additional
radio channels from CHU IAI to DANANG the AN/TRC-90 Tropospheric Scatter

System is being installed by the U.S. Army. The system should be fully
operational by 10 October 1965. III MAF is presently preparing a channeli-
zation request for this troposcatter system to equitably meet III MAF, lst
MAW, 3d MorDiv, Force Logistics Support Group (FLSG) and Naval Support Acti-
vity (VavBupAct) requirements., This tropo system will provide 24 chammels of
communication which are presently needed to relieve tactical radio relay
equipment.,

VII. CIVIL AFFAIRS.

A, Oojectivess The basic objectives of the III MAF civic action pro=-
gram remained the same, Particular emphasis was placed on the coordination
of agsistance efforts by all agencles of the U. S. Mission.

B, Joint Coordinating Gouncil. The coordinating comittee mentioned
in the command chronology for Auzust wes formalized and named the "I Corps
Tactical Zone Joint Coordinating Council.m

1. Purpose. The stated purpose of the Counecil was:

a. To facilitate the coordination of rurzl construction in
the I Corps Tretical Zone.

b, To determine recuirements for cooperation and support
etween l. S. agencies operating in the I Corps Tactical Zone and to recommend
methods of wrocedure to meet such requirements.

¢e To gerve as & forum for the exchange of information between
all agencies.

2. lembership. !lembership of the Council was established as
follows:
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a, U. S. Operations Mission: Deputy Regional Director.

be Joint U, S, Public Affairs Office: Senior Field Representative,

ce I Corps Advisory Group: G-5 Advisor.

d, USMC: Deputy Chief of Staff, III MAF, Civil Affairs Officer,
III MAF,

3 Committees, The working committees of the Council were formally
established In the ?oilowing fields:

a. logistics, (Transportation)
be Finance. (Claims)
¢, Public Health

d, Security. (Public Safety)

e, Psychological Warfare

f. Agriculture
ge Education
h, Public Works. (Civil Engineering)

L. Tasks. The working committees were assigned the Job of canvassing
their respective fields and reporting back to the Council:

a. The present situation in its area of competence with special
attention to problem areas.

be The capabilities and limitations of each U, 5. agency in its
field.

c. The priorities of the problems existing‘in its field,

de The plan of attack on the problems being prepared,

C, Medical Assistance, Medical assistance teams continued to function
throughout the USMC TAOR's, A U. S. Navy Medical Service Corps Warrant

12
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Officer was assigned to the III MAF Civil Affairs Section to supervise the
medical assistance program,

D. Other Programs. The other programs listed in the Command Chronology
for August, 1905, continued to develop, Detalls of these programs are rep-
orted in 3d Marine Division command chronology for September 1965,

VIII, COMBAT INFORMATION

A. News Releases, A total of 265 releases were wade during the monthg
89 of these were with photographs. These included ViPs, People to People
program, combat operations and civil affairs. In addition, a daily situation
report of the nightly press briefing was dispatched to FMFPAC,

B, PhotOﬁagg. During September, 21,390 fest of motion picture film
was exposed al orwarded by courier or air freight to CMC. Approximately
60% was VIPs, award ceremonies etc, Speclal projects were coverad such as
the Lt EK story (1lstLt Paul EK CO of the USMC/PF Company), an AUD strike
mission, and religious activities. Future projects will include war dogs
and mine disposal treining.

C. CIB conducted 89 escorted trips to the three Marine airfield com-
plexes at DANANG, CHU LAI and HUE/PHU BAT for civilian correspondents during
the month of September.

D, During the month of September, the Escort Bureau arranged for and
escorted a special CBS crew directed by Jack LAURENCE, for a 15-minute
special with armed Hueys from VMO-2 on the dawn-asnd-dusk patrol. Maggie
HIGGINS, was escorted to 2d Bn, 9th Marines, and Headquarters 9th Marines,
Headquarters, 7th Marines and 1lst Bn, 7th Marines, While at CHU IAI, she
visited Marines from Alpha company, the farthest outpost from CHU IAI. Dur-
ing her visit to the 9th Marines she was escorted to the CAM NE complex.

The commanding officers of the regiments and battalions concerned thoroughly
briefed her on their operations, The two-day visit in the DANANG complex
was highlighted by a dinner with General WALT, Jack FERN from NBC did a

30 minute special on Marines during Operation PIRANHA, as did ABC/TV and
three wire services, all escorted by CIB representatives,

IX. PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE. Continued emphasis was placed on psychological
warfare in September as Tndicated by the leaflet dissemination and cultural

platoon programs,

A. Leaflet Dissemination, More than 155,000 copies of 7 seven leaflets
were distributed in September. The basic themes of the leaflets were:

1. Explanation to non-combatants of our mission, and how they would
benefit from USMC attacks on VC forces.

i)
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2. Warning to VU forces to surrender and preserihed method of
surrendering.

3. Explanation of the curfew laws,

B. Oultural Platoons The USA lst Psy Ops Detachment orgesnized a cul-
tural show which was presented five evenings a week in hamlets in the secured
area around the DANAWG Air Base. The performance consisted of music, movies
with psycholozical we rfare overtones, and strictly entertainment movies. Al-
though some of the entertaimment movies were in english, the vietnamese
audience appeared to enjoy tham. !

X. I CQips ACTIVITY.

A. General. There was a decrease in the number of battalion-size or
larper operations in September, but a 28% increase in VG KIA., The tempo of
VC initiated activities increased consideravly after having decreased the
previous two months. The main aims of the VC continue to be harassment and
isolation of villages and out-posts, along with interdietion of routes of
communications Slight overall progress was noted in rural congtruction efforts.
The QUANG HAM Special Sector was formed on 1 September and additional ARVN
forces were olloceted to it for operations. This added oporational strength,
coupled with incressed rural construction efforts, hes resulted in signifi-
cant pacification gains during the reporting period. Details of I Corps
activities are reported in enclosure (7).

B. GCurrent Operations. There were 52 battalion or larger unit operas~
tions conducted in I Corps during September; a decrease of 18 from August.
Contact was made with the VC in 31 of these operations. I Corps (ARVN) and
USMC units conducted seven coordinated platoon-size or larger operations.
Seven alrmobile operstions, supported by USKC UH-34 helicopters, wers con-
ducted in the I Corps area. During September, 975 VC were killed snd 350
ceptured; an increase of 273 KIA and 158 WIA over the August casusnlties,
ARVN captured 210 weapons (39 more than in August) while losing 147 (41 more
than in August). There was an increase from last month in the number of ARVN
KIA's from 136 to 215. Operation LAM SON 190 in the BA LONG Valley, 38 kilo-
meters south of the 17th parallel, terminated after 30 days duration, on 13
September. 4 reiniorced infantry battalion now occupies an outpost there for
the first time since July 1964. Four days after the establisiment of QUANG
JAM Special Sector, a sector controlled operation (HOA TUYEN 101) was conducted
from a point 10 kilometers south of DANANG and west of llighway #l. This four
battelion operation had the mission of clearing Highway #l4 and securing a
large rice harvest. Results of the operation, which terminated on 19 Septem-
ber, were 97 VG KIA, 15 VCC, and 18 veapons captured. An additional 59 VC
were credited to aircraft strikes. Friendly losses were: 33 KIA, 117 WIA,
and 1 NIA, A coordinated USHC/ARVY search and destroy operation (Operation
PIRAVAL/LI=EN KT 8) was leunched on 7 September 12 kilometers northeast of
QUANG GAI. Two 24 Division ARV hattalions conducted airmobile asssults

-—
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near CAP BATAIIGAN. ZResults ore reported in Teble II of this report.

Co Alr Support. U, S. aircraft flew 838 sorties and VVAF flew 283 in
the I Corps Tectical Zone. There were five 3-52 strategic bombing missions
conducted during the month agalnst suspected VG locations in QUANG TIH and
AUANG NGAL proviancese 1wo of these strikes were followed up by ground opera-—
tions with negative results. During the month the crop destruction program
for QUANG TRI and THUA THIEN Provinces was completed., The effect of the de=-
folient on 6218 hectares of sprayed crops was uniformly excellent, In add-
ition 19 other defoliation sorties were flownse

D. Haval Cunfire. DNeval gunfire ships expended 4,822 round of ammunition

in support of ARVN ground operations. This was an increase of 1,752 rounds
over the Aupust totale -

15
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1 September

2 September

3 September

4 September

5 September
7 September

g September

9 September

10 Septembor
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FART THREE
CHRONOLOGY OF LVENTS

Advance increment of MAGS-7 and rotational battery for 1st
LAAM Bn arrived in RV, MAGCS-7 is to replace 1MACS-9.

VG psycholorical werfare leaflets were found in the DANANG
and CHU TAI TAOR's. Ieaflets message exhorted a rise to
heorics in resisting U. S. imperialism during hallowed month
of Septeamber.

Railroad st coordinates (AU 8701) was mined,

Vr, William JORDAN, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for
Public Affairs, visited III MAF,

1YACV cancelled ILI VAF RER flights to HONG KOIG,

1st Bn, 9th Marines assumed the responsibility of guarding
the radar station on lonkey Mountain (BT 0585).

VAdm Paul P. BLACKBURY, COISEVENTH'LT visited III MAF,

The following VIP's visited IIT MAF:

Ton Richard M. JIXOJ U. S. BEmbassy Guest
Ton Mr. James MASH U, S. Embassy Official, VN
Hon Yr. Pat HILLINGS Former Congressman
BGen fritz FREUND Deputy Cnief, JUSPAO, Saigon

ridges at (BT 205377) and (BT 207375) demaged.
Operation PIRAMIA launched.

The following VIP's visited III MAF:

Dr. Frank STANION President of CBS
lr, Frank STARGEL Former Genersl lanager of
, Asgocigted Press
Vr. Polmer HOYT Fditor of Denver Post
RAdm Norvell G. WARD llead, Naval Advisory Group, Saigon
en Fritz FREUD Deputy Chief, JUSPAC, Saigon

visited IIT MAF
Operation GOLDEN FIEEGE began.

I Corps Commander requested ITI MAF assistance in Operation
QUYKT TAIG 1.0/,
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11 September

12 September

13 Septembher

1/ September

15 September

16 September

18 Seplember

19 September
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- The following VIP's visited III MAF:

Gen John WATERS

3Gen Bawsrd H. DESAUNSSURE JR,
3Gen John NORTON

Adm David L. MCDOWALD

VAdm Bernard 4. CLAREY

VAdm Ephraim P. HOMES

VAdm Paul He RAMSEY

CINCUSARPAC

ADC 25th Inf, Div.

Escort Officer from MACY
cHo

Deputy CINCPACFLT

Dir, Navy Program Planning
DCHO (Air)

- Highway #1 bridge at coordinates (3T 401145) destroyed by
demolitionse

~ Construction at CGHU LAI southern helicopter parking apron
for MAG=36 was completed.

~ The following VIP's visited IIT MAF:

U. 8. Ambassador to RVN
Mission Coordinator for
ambagsador vigit.

USQM representative, DAVANG
COMUSIACY

CG 1st ARVN Div
CG 24 ARVYN Div
C: I Corps

Amb Yenry C. LODGE
Mr. Paul H. CIZADBCURN

¥r, Marcus GORDON

Gen Willism C. WESTMORELAND
SubiGen Miyen V. GIUAN
SubBGen Hoany X. LAM

BGen 'guyen C. THI

- MACS~7 relieved VACS~9 at CHU LAI =nd PHU BAI,

- Mr. George L. JORGEWSEF, Special Assistaent to U, S. Ambassador

to RVN, vigited IIT MAF.
- The "oilowing VIP's visited IIT MAF:

1iGen Stanley 1. LARSEN

CG Task Force Alpha
1Gen William O. KITNARD

CG 1st Cavalry Div
-~ The following VIF's visited III MAF:

COMPHIZPAC
COMPHIBGRU THRER

VAdn 3ernard 0EDER
BAdm Robert 3. ERLY

- Railroad bridge at (2D 138010) 79% destroyed.

of cargo at CHU LAI,
and IST 399 ran
%o resch the LST

- Foul weather interrupted the discharge
Two sections of causeway were brosached
aground in the CUS HO inlet attenpting
gsand ramp.

~ The 1st Provisiongl Dog Flatoon “ecame operctional as the
unit assumed the responsibility for security of the vacated
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20 September

21 Septenber

22 Septembher

25 Septenber

26 Septenmber
27 Septembor

28 Septenmber
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24 ARVY Division compounde

Two 10,020 barrel capacity fuel tanks were completed at
DAHANG Air DBases

M, Charles MANY, Director of USQM, RVN visited ITI lAF,

A 200 person demonstration was staged in front of the DANAIWG
City hall. See enclosure (7).

Mr. Joseph S. AISCP, syndicated reporter/writer visited
TIT AR,

2d Bn, 9th Marines relieved 3d Bn, 9th llarines as Air Base
Defense 3attelion, DAMANG.

Approval for expansion of DATANG TAOR and establishment of
extended RAOR was received.,

CG UFPAC instituted the "Red 3a11" program which provides
immediate transportation priority to designated exceptional
supply action items.

B~52 raid followed by 2 ARVN company sweep was conducted in
vicinity of coordinote (35 5286), Details are reported in
enclosure (7).

A 150 foot 60 ton capaclty floating bridge wes installed
across the SONG TUY LOAN (River). (AT 946799).

AAgm Williem M. HEAMAW, Deputy Director Pacifilc Bureau of
Yards and Docks and OinC Naval Construction Battalions,
visited III MAT.

MGen Willieam J. VAN RIZIN, G-4 HJC vieited IIT 1AV,

BGen Walter E. IOTZ, J=6 Desipmnee MACV, visited III MAF,

Ben Albert W. SCITUZ, Chief, Air Force Advisory Group MACV,
vigited TIT MAF,
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(a) Comminder United States Military Assistance Commsnd, Vietnam, Letter
of Instruction to III Marine Bxpeditionary Force of 5 lay 1965 (S).

(b) Commender United States, Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, message
0602257 Augb5 concerning CG III MAF assumption of command of I Corps
Advisory Group (18).

(¢) 3d larine Division Command Chronology September 1965 (S).

(d) 1st Varine Aircraft Wing Command Chronology September 1965 (s).

(e) Maps, Vietnam L701 Series, Scale 1:50,000 sheets 6656 I II III IV;
6659 II III IV; 6756 I IVy 6757 II III; 6559 I II III IV; 6560 II III
IV.

(£) Operation Flan 101-66; B-52 dxploitation (U8).

Bnelosures
1, Hxpangion of DANANG TAOR 21 Sept 1965.
2. - Proposed Table of Organization for Naval Component Comrend.

3. + JIT MAF Task Organization Chart dated 30 September.

4, * Force Order 7000.1 Acquisition, Possession, and Conversion of United
States Currency, Military Fayment Certificates and/or local Currency.

5. - Force Order 5312.8 Vietnamese Military Interpreter Yrogram.

6o - Monthly Bvaluation Report of I Corps Activity.

7. . Force Logistics Support Group Command Chronology September 1965.
8. - Tth Bngineer Battalion Cowmend Chronology September 1965. (0“‘“"{‘ “r %'

4
9, " 1st Force Reconnaissance Company Command Chronology September 196/5!

TELAS S FIED |
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’ HEADQUARTERS
IIT Marine Amphibious Force and Naval Component Cormand
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
¢/o FPO, San Francisco,
California 96601

103/RCD/dhs
Ser: 0N19665
13 Sep 1965
SECRET
MAT

From: Commanding General
To: Commanding General, I Corps and Tactical Zone I

Subj: Expansion of Currently Assigned TACR at DANANG
Encl: (1) Ovorlay of Proposed DANANG TACR Expansion

1. The most recent extension of the operating area assigned to the III
Marine Amphibious orce at DANANG was approved by your headquarters on
20 July 1965. Recent opecrations in the southern portion of this TAOR,

as well as successful I Corps operations south of the TACR boundary,
indicate that further southern cxpansion of the DANANG TACR is desirable.
This proposed expansion will have a nstural boundary along the SONG LA
THO and SONG THAMI JUIT. Further, this extension will ellow the III MAF
to agsist your headquarters in driving the Viet Cong from the rich rice
bowl south of DANANG.

2. In vicw of the Toregoing and to permit III MAT to prepare plans for
future operctions, it is requosted that the expanded area shoun on en-
closure (1) be approved. Presont plans envisage the continued coordinated

and gradnal movement of Marine forces southward into this area with full
control to ho accomplished prior to 1 November 1965.

L. W. VALT

SECRET
MAT

BNCLOSURE (1)
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MAT
APO 4109, 21 September 1965 g T Sorps & Tag Bone 1
From: 7rig General NGUYEN No. 10054/TM3/I/M

CHANH THI, CG I Corps
& Tac Zone I

To: Commanding General, III MAF
Subject: Widening of operstional area in Danang
Reference: Ietter No. 0019665 dated 13 Sep 65 from III MAF

1. Tor the comwon purpose of driving VC off from the southern area
from Danang airfield, our Headquarters approves the widening of the
operstional area of vour Headquerters (See overlay inclosed), as indicated
in the referenced letter. .

2, lHowever, since the above area is densely populated, your military
operations in the ahove arca must he closely coordinetcd with Quang-lNam
Specisl Scetor to avoid deplorable incidents to the local people. In ad-
dition, our Headquarters has noted that Highway #1, from Mieu-3ong (vie
BT 017685) to Thanh=Quyt (vie BT 042622) is often harassed by VC: they
stop buses, military vehicles, and conduct sniper fire. So it is requested
that you focus your oporations into the above arca, to insure effective
gecurity to this portion of the Hiphway.

3« We hope that the above rccommendations are in compliance with your
concept, and will be carried out by both sides in a spirit of friendly co-~
operation to obtain good results.

Signed: NGUYEN CHANH THI

Info copy:

- J3 JGS

- Juang-igm Special Sector

- dorthern Sub-gsector, Quang~Mlam Special Sector

VMACV T Corps; TOC I Corps -

MAT
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HEADQUARTERS
IIT Merine Amphibious Force and !f w2l Component Commend
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
¢/o FPO, San Francisco,
California 96601

CONFIDENTIAL

Tagk Organizction: 30 September 1945

USMC usy TOTAL
I, Naval Component Command
A, Prov NCC Surt Act Dg Nang R5 346 1 13 385
1. Healauarters 6 37 43
a. Det,.Sub Unit #2, 1&Co, 5 al 26
HgBn
b. Det, Jum Supt Co 8 8
¢. ot, OGommCo, 7¢h CommBn 2 2 L
do Lok, HEESW1, Y00, FMAW 1 G 7
Re 3¢ Shero Purty Bu (=) 29 309 . 1 13 342
a UESGe (=) 11 169 1 13 194
he Coupeey A A 69 73
ce uminy C 4 yal 75
3. 30th Yoval Const liegt
1. Tg, 30th IR Do Foog 3 1 5 22 31
2, MCHF5 Do g . | 15 560 576
4o 1C3=9 Da Nang 18 581 599

5, MOB-10 Chu Lol 20 543 563

63 678 741

II. IITI Merine Anmphibious Force

A, Hg III MAF (De lNang) 7% 6. 3 696
1. Staff 55 100 3 2 167
2, Comm Supt Co (-) 10 215 1 224
COVEIDE YT AL
f, T ENCLOSURE (3)
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USHC i3 Il

off  Enl @ 0of

15
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3. General

a. Possession of any foreign currency, including US currency, MPC’s,
dollar instruments, or personal checks drawn in US dellars, by local
Vietnamese Nationals, or cther residents ofthe Republic of Vietnam; is
strictly forbidden by Vietnamese law, regardless of the type or form of
such currency.

b. Upon arrival in Vietnam, all US sponsored personnel must declare
the amount of Coreign currencies in their possession, inclucing US currency.
All US currensy and dollars instruments will be converied to MPC's at the
point of entry into Vietnam. No US currency or dollar instruments will be
in the hands of US military or US Goverrment spernscred civilian personnel
after their arrival with the exception of cas cent ocins,.

ce e use of MPC'a is resiricted to transsctions in the Navy Bxchinges, '
US Postal Facilities, Military Messes and Clube, US0O Clubs and for piuster
conversion transactione in officielly authorized conversion facilities,

L. Dolicles

&« All personnel under the Centrol of the Commanding General, III
Mardne Amphibilous -Porsce/Naval Componsnt Comuandér/Senior Advisor I Cerps,
inciuding contrastor persenngl snd technical reprecentatives and zll
other perscns authorised the uge of US facilities, will comply with the
Republic of Vietnam regulations which prohibits

(1) Purchase of piasters from other than officially authorized
converslon offices,

(2) The importaticn and/ocr exportation of more tnan 500 piasters
into or from Vietnam without the prior express approval of the National .
Office of Hxchange.

b, Acquisitlon of MPC's by means other than that aurhorized herein
is prehibited, 5

5. Procedures
4. Acquisition of NPC's

(1) All personnel with permanent duty station in Vietnam or whe
are on temporary additional duty in Vietnam who are autncrized use of US
Government facilities will be paid their pay and allowantes in MPC*e,

DECLASSIFIED
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check to be mailed to an gddress cutsids Vietnam by the reuipieut..

~ D ~  Force0 7000.1

8 Sep 1965

(2) Perscnnel receiving currency or doilar instruments through
the mail will present these currencies/instruments to the Disbursing
Officer whe will either corteri these momtes o MPC's or Treasury

b. Acguisition of U3 Guirency
(1) Monies received through mail (See para 5a(2).

(2) Personnel departing on emergency lsave, PGS, RkR, or téemporary S
additional duty outside RVN must have MPC's converted to US dollars or
doilsr instrumente pricr to departure, Upon presentation of travel orders
or in the abserce of travel ovders, a certificste of travel intentions elgned
by the Commanding Officer, cosvaroion will be accompliehed by the Disburesing
Offioer sevvicing the port of exit. ‘ ‘

(3) Personred and activities authorized US Postel privileges may
purchags US Postal Money Orders in amounts not to exceed the amount of MIC's
drawn in any calendar month, providing such money orders are dispatshed’
imredistely teo sn address outside Vietnan.

¢« Purchass of Pissters : '

(1) Piasters progured through suthoriged channels at the Officlal
Ruta of exohatge (72.7655) will bs used for all official transactions in-
oluding transactions by non~sppropriated fund activities,

(2) Plesters procursd at the Specisl Gurrensy Pund Rate (118)
will be ussd solely for personal transactions by suthorized individuale,
Under no circumshonces will such funds be used to pay salaries, procure
supplies or defray other expensee by appropriated or non-appropriated
fund sotdvitiss, The Specisl Currency Fund Rate (ene to 118) was arranged
for the following reasons: ‘ '

(a) To assist in avolding additional inflation brought about
by the pressure of additional dellars in country as a functlon of the
inereaaed pumber of Amsrican Troops.

(b) To give the servicemsn s break by allowing him to convert
aollars on a favorgble exchange basise.

(¢) To discourage blackmarket operations that have been
thriving in the country to the disinterest of the Goverrment of Vietnam
and the US. Therefore, it is of extreme importance that all members ¢f
this command understand this situation and without exception, exchange
their dollars ae required tc piastsrs at authorized places on the basis
of 118 pissters to ths dollar.

hS )
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(2) L.lulm an.l liease des_n.gmted ap conwrsion facilitma wi.l.l
maintain separate records on piasters proeured ab the 0fficisl Bate
‘and piasters procursd ot the' Spenia.l Currensy Furd Ratey Sush recorda
mast oubstantiate ihe ;:mr haar 4ahd tsal's ox ume uf these fUJld'So

() Pwv.mfm of riasforw at t-he Of’ﬂt,ia'.t Rzmx or ..penial
Currency Fund Rete will be sffucted through otflt..u.a.tlv sutherised
convereicn facilities as 1! etad by low?:

(@)  American Babaasy, ‘%m;;om

| (1) Iiuluuwy MM\W and Mmbwamg (‘tr‘icors or their
hwaad agonw, | e Do

(o) ﬂmw Officer amﬂ h.nl Lsted l"'mbw- amd Memes deuipnatsd .
& couveralon. ﬂ.uiliww o

d'; g_ﬂvg_;;_g.,g_g_ _of_ﬁ astem t ‘ §_ Gu;; r‘gg‘gy; S

{1 ) cunweriicn o f pimt.»ara to US eurrency, not to exceed $40.00,
g b ateomglisked Tor actharized persoonal departing Vietuss en permanant
shuiunu ) H.u 0% WA pan Y leare, ;rw.v.».dmd that pnruonml fsn demene-
FECRTY, el mmmn of # vecelipt, thet pimsters were scquired ' B
Hu...' ki d, w.i. gopwds.  The comeesion will ‘um made by the Disbureing
:.h.w "wnu wiig e pw*"; m‘;‘ ot J
((} Tn wdd.».ti :\._, p.'.ww:*wml mav exc!.a.ma piaat.era acquired in the.
‘follmuﬁzx(.* mmm;ug . ‘ ‘

| | n) _gq_L_r‘«é.' Mgt m,; \-’t.wﬂ‘i,_"’ a3, Sales of mo% or whiclee must be
Avipam mu rw Lawtdrg the vaae aod soavess of purchaser, deseription of ‘
gahdela s, spdglead dele and place of purchase, ccat price and selling .
reden, I!.n mmm'lwtﬂ,w, signed by the Auerican Enbenay Adminietrative
o S8 Bry BT nt ba pruuanted to! t-hﬂ Dtablwaiﬂg"ﬂmnwh

{t} 'Saie of Parsonau B;fi‘e"‘tm‘ Sales .»f porucnal effocts, ’
mreluding motor vehigles, uust cé docimentad: and wust inelude description
of the dten sold and the selling price, The sale sutherization aigned
ty the Unit Properby Control Of Tioer mest be prasented to the Di sbursing
CIficay at the L:!ma the ,‘"mei‘s" en ds waques Mo :

£ *"he 4 .~llo«r1ng !‘:menoers ars n.uthomw:l, aia bhniz’ discretian, to
establish converaion Saciliting at Officer and/or Enlisted Clubs and
Messes iz thelr respective ares of roamsiblﬂ.y, provided rigid con-
Hm- are establizhed to angure campllance with this crde:t' and strict
semunting of canversion t.rdnsa zhicnas :

'
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8 Sep 1965

(1) Ccomending General, Third Marine Division.

{2) Comuanding Gensral, First Marine Aircraf: Wing,

(3) Comnander, 30th Navael Ceastiructior; Regimeat,

(4) Oommanding Officer, Naval Suppert Aeﬁivibyy Danang {When
Activated).

(3) Commander, Advisory fGroup, I Corps.

by LNJu“ULtiFDﬁ. procedures aad !armu 1.2 e uti¢uzeu by cenverslon
Faeilities ara containad in envlosurss (1) through (%),

¢ The Commandars lilsted in aubparagraph b3 above are responsible
fry providing secossary zonvertion facklities at the peint of arrival/
departurs Lor their respective peracnrel, except that converalon of MPC's
and piasters to US dollare for Advisory Group, T Corps will be handled
the Disbursirg facilities, 31 Marine Division,

1o AL Supcrcinate Coamanders will take the following astions

. ~L
(1} Pablish 2uch instructions as are deemed neceasary tc
frpleapent and sneure coupliance with the conientas of this order.

(2) Inmclude acgquisiticn, poasessicn and conversion of surrency
28 & suhject in the oriertation and information program for all persormel.

{3) Take swift arnd revers disciplinary action on any viclators.

o g rellas

Chlef of Staff

DISTRIBUTION: ®A" plas
Field Jir, ARC
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CURRENCY EXCHANGE AND CONTROL PROCEDURES :

1. Acquisition of riasters by authoriged coaversion faciiities:

8. Conversion officers wh: require piasters will acquire such monlea
through the authorizsd finance channels.

b, EBach purchase of piasters will be supportsd by a certificate showing
the follewing informations

(1) Date of purchase.
(2) Location of the conversion point.
(3) Title of ths conversion facility.
(hg The 1S dellar amount of *he purchase,
The amount of piasters received.
; The rate of exchangs.
Nawme and signature of the offizsr making the purchase.

-3 Oh\n

{8) NKame and mignature of the disbursing officer salling the pissters.
(9) Trensacticn mumber of purchassr.

This certificate becomes part of the official records of the conversion
point end will be available for inapsction by competent authority.

¢. Cenversion points will not meintain plasters on hand in excess 30
days anticipated requirements.,

2. Sale of piasters tor Miiitary Paymept Certifisatess

8. Conversion points established in accordance with paragraph 6& of
this order are authorized to sell piaaters for military paymsnt certificetes
or personal checla drawn on & US bank in dollers and made payable to ths
corvarsion farlility. Approrriate identificetion is rejulred to insure that
urauthorized persomnel arae not permitted to scnvert MPC's for plasters.

B, Daily rscords of exchange transaction will be maintained through the
use of the fcllowing foruwe:

(1) Daily Record of Individual Currency Brchege Activity, (Enclosure {2),

(2} Sumary cf Daily Exchange Activiiy. {Enclosure (3).

(3} Daily Record of Cash Count. (Enclosure (4},

These forms will be retained by the conversion officers as a ready
reference to past transactions. The records will be availsble at all times

for inspection by authorized persons. These forms will be fwernished by the
IIT Marine Amphibicus Forcze G-1 Secticn upon request,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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c. Maintensnce of Ragogdg”

(1) The conversion cashler will assign a transaction number to each
shvet of the Daily Record of Individual Currency Exchange Activity used that
day. ‘

(2) The Conversion cashier will indicate the amount of dollare
received and pisstors distursed for sach individual transaction. The
individual for whom the conversion is msde will camplete the line filling
in his organization, rame, rank, aervice number and signature,

(3) The conversion cashier will furnish each individual who exchanges

MPC's for pimsters with a receipt. (See BEnclosure 5)s These receipts will
be reproduced locally. o ‘

(4) At the and of wach day's businoss, the exshange cashier will
ocmplete the Summary of Daily Exchange Activity by posting each transaction
to this form., Care will bs exercised to assure that the beginning balances
for each day are the same as the ending halances on the preceding day and
that sach entry is supported by & transaction vousher (either the certificate
of puarchese or the Daily Record of Individual Aotivity).

(5) 'T™e monies on hand at the end of each day's business will be
counted and recordad on the Dally Record of Cash Count. The results of this

count will bes compared to the balances recorded on the Summary of Daily
Exchange Activity.

ENCLOSURE (1) 2
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Conversion Point:

—_—

Swmary of Daily Exchange Activity

No.

Transaction | MPC and Personal Checks

Piasters

Inorease

Decrease |

Balance

"Increase

Decrease

‘Balance

Beginning Bal.

S —

DECLASSIFIED
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Da:ll.l. . Record of Cash Count

Date:

TOTAL

Recarded Balance

over or (short)
PIASTERS s00

TOTAL - ——

'ma-do'd Balance
over or (sbart)

Melosure (4)
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Y

Conversion Point)

N o ; -@Iﬁe) -
Receipt for Purchase of Piagters
On this date | | B

purchased

$§VN in exchange for § MPC, -

Y

TWaze & Bignature of
Conversion Officer
or Authorised
Representative)

Enclosure (‘5) ,
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- HEADGUARTERS
III Marihe Amphibious Force and Naval Component Command
Military Assistance Cormand, Vietnam
¢/o F¥C, San Francisco, ‘
California, 96601 : )

ForceO 5312.8

1/DIR/dr
21 Sep 1965

FORCE ORDER 53128

From: Commanding General
To: Distribution list

Subj: Vietnamese Military Interpreter Program; Policy and Instruction
concerning

e -

1. Pyrpose. To set forth the policy and procedures governing the
necessary  employment and acministration of Vietnamese [ilitery
Interpreters generally assigned for combat operations,

2, Background., Prior to the recent rapic increzse of forces, a tokon
number of interpreters from the ARVI were assigned to the III larine
Arphibious Force for such operational duties as were required, including
ITT functioning, CI Teams and remimentel/battalion headquarters of the
operating forces, It has now become evident that an increase of
interpreters met be acquired to sffectively distribute their service
down to rifle platoon level during certain operations, This substantial
increase will result in a considerable adrinistrative burden which

will require standardized and clearly described procedures, ”

30 POl;g! .

a, It will be the policy of this Comrand to make maximum use of ARVN
interpreters for operationzl requirements, consistent with IACV capebility
to provide.

b, In view of the limited avallability of the interpreter personnel,
the proper utilization of this speciality is a requirement of utmost
importance. Commands/units will-snsure thot interpreters are utilized
for interpreter duties, as intended b7 this program, end that they arc
not assigned any other duties that detract from the purpose for which
they are provided.

L. Administrative Instruction. The following instructions are essential ‘
to the administration of a sound interpreter program.

a. Egggisitions. A1l requests for ARVH interpreters will be subiitted
via the chain of comnand to this Headquarters (4ttn: n-1), Requests will
contain the number of personnel recuired, approximate duration of assignment

and justification for the requirement,

ENCLOS URE (8)“:'

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

1 ' - eé

ForceQ
21 Sep 1965

b. Check in. Interpreter personnel reporting to the III Marine Amphibious
Force Headquarters for assignment will be provided transportation to I
Corps by the Division or Wing to which operatlonally assigned, They will
report to the office of I Corps Headquarters, Adjutant General for adminise
trative processing. It is recomrended that if available, the unit ARVH
Iiaison Officer act as escort during this check in phase. Upon arrival
I Corps Headquarters such personnel will be checked for and provided with the
required clothing, equipment, weapon, and I. D. Card, The interpreters will
be assipned to the rolls of Headquerters Company, I Corps. ’

c. Assignment/Reassignmerts. Upon completion of the administrative
processing at I Corps Headquarters, interpreters will be provided trans-

portation to further report to the Command or Unit to which they are
operationally attached.

d. Records/Reports. Cormands are responsible for maintaining a current .
roster of the interpreters to include the assignment down to regimental
level. 4 monthly report of interpreters on board vill be forwarded to I.
Corps Headquarters, Adjutant General, with a copy to this Headquarters.:.Joins
and losses will be submitted upon occurrence.

e. Discipline, All cases concerning breach of discipline, improper
performance of -duty, or other unfavorable matters will be reported by
the unit commander via the chain of command to Division/ifing level .for
forwarding direct to I Corps Headquarters, Adjutant General, with a copy
to this Headquarters. These reports will be submitted in detall to set
forth the problem area to ineclude reconrmendation that the individual -
either be released of his duties or retained. Personnel that are in an
iOL or AWOL status will be reported directly to Adjutant/Generals Office,
I Corps Headquarters, with a copy to this Headquarters.

f. Annual leave. ARVN interpreter personnel are suthorized a seven , . &
(7) day leave period during each quarter of the year. .The seven (7) day i
leave periods are inclusive of travel time., Personnel requesting leave
vill submit such application through the assigned unlt cormenders via
Division/Wing levels for forwarding direct to I Corps Headquarters, Adjutant
keneral for approval., Commands will assure assistance in the preparation o
f requests, and enter.an endorsement recommending approval/disapproval : "ﬁ
sonsistent with operational requirements. '

g. Sick leave. The same procedure as indicated in paragraph 4f above
will apply. This raquest will also contain a recommendation from the unit
medical officer, In the event the medical officer's recommendation contains
an urgency of relief from duty, such cases should he approved at unit level
and sick leave orders be issued to report directly to I Corps Headquarters
Adjutant General, for further disposition, A copy of sick leave orders o
will be: forwarded to the Dlvision or Wing concerned and this Headquarters, ' R

2
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h. .Pay. Interpreters are paid once a month. They are paid during -
the period from the 25th of the month through the st day of ‘the following
month. . A1l interpreter personnel assigned to the Danang enclave will
report to Headquarters Company, I Corps for receipt of pay. Commands/Units
will ensure that a means of transpartation is provided, Personnel assigned
to units located outside of the Danang enclave will be paid at the local
military air terminal serving that ares. A disbursing representative fram
Headquarters Commander I Gorps will be present at the air terminals on an
amounced day of the peying period. Commands, consistent with operational
requirements, will ensure ‘thair assigned interpreter personnel are present
for the receipt of pay. =~

' -

sports of Favorable Matter . Whenever the performance of an inter-
onsidered noteworthy or commendable beyond the usual require-
ments of duty, the Unit Cosmander should report this favorable information
by an appropriate letter to the I Corps, Adjutant General. In cases of
gallantry im action; a recammendation for an appropriate award will be -
submitted. e

Jo Cpsualties. The treatment of interpreter casualties will be han-
led in the same manner as that of Marine personnel. In cases requiring
hospitalization they will be evacuated to an KVN hospital, The 3rd Marine
Division will e ffect liaison with I Corpe Headquarters, Adjutant Genersl
for disposition. 411 casualties will be reported immediately by message
at Division or Wing level direct to I Corps Headquarters, Adjutant General
whth information copy to this Headquarters.

k. Mm&%’!ﬂuo All RVR interpretera are cssigned the
grade of Staff Sergeant and should be accorded the privileges asso- ‘
eiated with this grade. The working hours will be consistent with oper- !
ational requirements. In this connectioh and when operational functions o
permit, discretion should be exercised relative to observing the customs
of their country.

~

1. Mail. Incoming mail for interpreters should be addressed to I Corpe
Headquarters, Adjutant General, KBC 4109,

5. logistics. A1l clothing, equimment, and weapons are provided by the
ARVN. Replacements and resupply of these items will be provided ut I Corps

Headquarters.

6. Coordinating Ingtructicns.

s, The Commanding General, Third Marine Division, FMF, and the
Commanding General, First Marine Aircraft Wing, FMF, are authoriged direct
1iaison with I Corps Headquarters for the purpese of coordination on inter- |
preter personnel administration. ’
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be The Commanding General, Third Marine Division, FIF will coordinate
with I Corps Headquarters conoeming disbursing arrangersnts at the areas.
outeide of Danang enclave, The utilization of the Marine Air Courier
Fflicht is authorized for the purpose of transrorting the ARVN disbursing

representative,
/ Chief of; Staff

DISTY CUAU"‘T(" oA
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HEADQUARTERS
I CORPS ADVISORY GROUP
Advisory Team #1
APO US Forces 96337

MACTN-ICOP | ' 7 October 1965

SUBJECT: Monthly Evaluation Report (U)

THRU¢ Commanding Gecneral
III Marine Amphibious Force
FPO San Francisco 96601

TO: See Distribution,

Attached hereto is Monthly Evaluation Report for the month of
September 1965.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

1 Incl ' CHARD A, WILSON
as Captain, AGC
Admin Officer

DISTRIBUTION:
MACJ323 ~ cys 1 thru 4
US Consul Hue - ¢y 5
SA, 1st Inf Div - cy 6
SA, 2nd Inf Div - cy 7
~»CG, III MAF - cys 8 & 9
USOM - cy 10
€0, 23rd Air Bgse Gp - ¢y
€0, Det C-1, 5th SF Gp(Abn) - cy 12
Admin Office, I Corps = oy 13
G2 Advisor, I Corps ~ ¢y 1l
G3 Advisor, I Corps - cy 15

Pglof 1pe REGRADED UNCIASSIFIED
WHEN SEPARATED FROM
0y of 15 cye  CLASSIFIED INCLOSURES.
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MACTN-IC
 SUBJECT: Monthly Evaluation (September 1965)(U) o
;ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂx“ﬂ’ ‘ 1 .LeRES i
o £ o
”%Eﬁﬁﬂw%ﬁwfﬂé GENERAL: There was & decrease in the number of battalion-size or larger e

operations in September as compared to August, but a 28 percent increase in

VC KIAs was fealized. The tempo of VC initiated activities increased consider=

ably after having decreased the previous two months., The main aims of the VC

continue to be harassment and isolation of villages and out-posts, along with r&;;".
interdiction of routes of communication. Slight overall progress was noted in

rural construction efforts. The Quang Nam Specizl Sector was formed 1 Septem-

ber and additional ARVN forces were allocated to it for operations. This added

operetional strength, coupled with increased rural construction efforts, has

/- / f "
Cote lr v

7esulted in significant pacification gains during the reporting period.
2. (ds OPERATIQN% &here were 52 pattalion or larger unit operations '
conducted in I Corps during September, a decrease of 18 from the previous month, |
Contact wes made with the VG in 31 of these operations, I Corps (ARVN) and
USMC units conducted seven coordinated platoon-size or larger operations.

Seven airmobile operations, supported by USMC H-34 helicopters, were conducted
in the Corps area. During September, 975 VC were killed and 359 captured for
en increase of 273 and 158, respectively. ARVN captured 210 weapons (39 more
than in August) while losing 147 (41 more than in August) to the VC, There
was an increase from last month in the number of ARVN KIAs from 136 to 215,
Operation Lam Son 190 in the Ba Long Valley, 38 kilometers south of the 1l7th
parallel, terminated after 30 days duration on 13 September, A reinforced
infantry battalion now occupies an outpost there for the first time since

July 1964, Four days after the establishment of Quang Nam Special Sector,

& sector controlled operation (Hoa Tuyen 101) began 10 kilemeters south of

et
Page 1 of § pages. m‘ﬁ@Ufﬁ“% L
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SUBJECT: Monthly Evaluation (September 1965)(U)
ANNEX A (Cont'd)
Da Nang and west of Highway 1. This four battalion operation had the mission
.f;r of clearing Highway 14 and securing a large rice harvest. Results of the
i operation which terminated on 19 September, were 97 VC KIA, 15 VCC, and 18
:{ﬁJ weapons captured. An additional 59 VC are credited to have been killed by
air., Friendly losses were 33 KIA, 117 WIA, and 1 MIA, Follow up sweeps
throughout this area have netted 20 more VC KIA and 5 captured weapons. A
coordinated USMC-ARVN search and destroy operation (Operation Piranha-Lien Ket wi@ﬁ
8) took place on 7 September, 12 kilometers northeast of Quang Ngai. Two 2nd

1 Division ARVN battalions conducted airmobile assaults near Cap Batangen.

Ay

e five KIA anA%éé woundeaz U S. aircraft flew

838 sorties and VNAF flew 283 inffﬁgﬂag;is Tactical Zone. There were five

o

After three days of action, 66 ?G were kili}d, 11 en prisioner, and 11 wea-

pons captured. ARVN losses

S SO

e

B-52 strategic bombing missions conducted during the month against suspected

VG locations in Quang Tin and Quang Ngai provinces. Two of these strikes were

b 0 A

L.t H_% rollowed up by ground operations with negative results.“/haval gunflre expended 3
” i

h822 rounds (1752 more than in August) in support of ARVN ground operations, 4

During the month the crop destruction program for Quang Tri and Thua Thien

Provinces was completed. The effect of the defolient on 6218 hectares of
sprayed crops was uniformly excellent. In addition, 19 other defoliation

i“;i ( sorties were flowqﬁ/rihé htimAfﬁbféd d;;ﬁif&méduéerH*continued its reorgéﬁiaa:‘“

A

A tion. The M-4l tank troop completed transition training on their new tanks at |

\

} the Armor School, and will be employed in the 1lth DTA upon arrival in the I
: CTZ, A third M-113 APC troop completed training and loaded aboard an IST for
|
|

movement to the I CTZ,
Page 2 of § pagesy
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SUBJECT: bonthly Evaluation (September 1965)(U)
ANNEX A (Cont'd)

. (C) VC nCPIVITIES: During September, 281 VC imtiated incidents were re-

““u

&ported. This represents & 5 percent jnerease from dugust. The most signi-

ficant rise took place in Quang Tin Province where the incident rate increased
87 percent, One major attack oceurred on 20 Lepteuber when an estimated two
to three VC companies ambushed elements of the 3rd battalion, 5lst Regiment,
on Highway 14 in Quang Nam Speeial Sector. The unit suffered 39 kIli and 50
JI& as compared to 11 VC killed in this action. There was no contact during
the month with main force VC units of battalion-size or larger. Viet Cong
ectivity was larvely 1imited to low level incidents such as harassment of
outposts and sabotase of lines of communications. 4 notcd increase in the
number and severity of incidents took place during the last week of the

month in the 1lst Division area. This was marked by mortar harassments of the
Ba long Valley outpost, Khe Tri, and the 3rd Rerdimental CP aud interdiction
of Highway 1 and the railroad north of Da kang. Ralliers and docum nts re-
confirmed the three main force battalions (8outh, 506th, and Q08th) accepted
in Quang Uri Province. Reports also indicate thet the lst VC Regiment has
returned north to vicinity of Tien Fhoue in Quang Tin Province after operating
for four months in Quang Ngal Provinees The number of VO inspired demonstra-
tions rose sharply to 12. General themes were release of husbands and sons
from government scivico, compen~ation for crop damage, stop air strikes,

and termination of gevernmontal control of the rice harvest. The demonstra-
tion in De lang on 20 Septeubor resulted in the apprehension, trisl, and
exocution of three agitators., The largest demonstration, approximately

7,000 people, occurred on 26 September in Quang Tri (ity as a result of a

UNCLASSH

Tage 3 of 6 pages,

I
, ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

11::CTN=-IC . CONFIDE er‘ﬁ Il

SUBJECT: lonthly Evaluation (September 1965) (V)
ANNEX A (Cont!d)
grenade incident in e Buddhist temple four days before, Indic tions are

t@i& this wae not VC ingpircd,

) 4
Q#J L. (C) RULRAL CONSSRUGIION: Recent ARVN clearing oporations in the 1lth DTA

B

tend to stabilizo portions of this arca; howcver, there are still insufficlent
military forces and cadre teams to show effective gains in rural construction.
ueng Nam Speeial Sector, through intensificd cloaring operations, has made \
definite gains and, with the rocruitment of additional cadre teesms, should
continue to progress., In the l<th DIA the most significant progress notcd,
wers the pecification gains in Tu lighia District (CQuang Npai Province). In-
sufficient mobile action cadre and lack of sufficient RF and PF forces con-
tinue to be the problem area in the I Gorps,

5. (C) PSYOLS/CA: Standard air and ground lcaflet drops and loudspcaker
broadeasts charactcrized the nsywar effort for the month, kajor themes were;
"Protect tho rice harvest from the VC," "Chicu Hoi," and "Illey lity of public
demonstrationsa." liorc face-to-face propsgende is being disseminated with the
usc of psywar tecams and audio-visual vehicles. Increased commend and advisory
effort is being employed to energize the peyment of indomnification claims
from the MILCAP Fund. A teom of experts knowledgeable in the administration
of the MILGAF Fund from ACV and the ARVL Psywaf Directorate met with ARVN

and US soctor advisory personncl to dutermine problem arcas and arrive at
workable solutions. Aftcr a study of tho situation, detailed guidanco wes

issued to each division end sector advisor in I (1%. As & result a markcd

increase in zctivity to clsar up & backlog of indemnification claims has

taken place. Civic Action also consigeiin administering to the medical

needs of civilians and refugees and the distribution of relief suﬁpliea to

rofugees. | Page 4 of 6 pagee. |INA) peereirn
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SUBJECT: lionthly Evalustion (Septermber 1965)(U) ,
ANNEX A (Cont'd)
6. (C) LOGISIICS: Logisties problems continue. DBridging and construction
msterial contanue to be in short supply. Distribution of supplies is a

%
ﬁgﬁééghor problem area particularly in view of the necessity to stockpile sup-
'\J

R

:k;‘” plies prior to the forthcomin: rainy svason. velivery of supplies to
outposts in the 12th DTA is complicoted because of inability to use lateral
roads from Highway 1 and the limited allocation of airlift. Completion of the
Gau Lo briuge on Highway 1 and use of ISUs to ferry supplies to Chu lai will
help in raising level of stocks in depots during Octobery however, delivery
of suphlies to outposts and villages west of lighway 1 continues to be &
major problem area.

7. (C) ENGINGR: Leeping Highway 1 open remains the primary engincer tosk.
Zlapsed time from destruction of bridge to completion remains satisfactory;
nowever, tactical briceing available in depot is in critical short supply.
The approaching rainy seasson witi possible accompanying floods amw the pre=
scnt VC rete of destruction could cause this limited supply to be exhausted
in approximately two months. Bridge tinbers, crushed rock, and FSP also
remain in critical short supply.

8. (C) PZSOMHEL: I Corps is presently at 118 percent strength but much

of this ov.rstrength is accounted for by personnel assigncd to the recently

formed Lth battalions. These perso.nel will not be carried ns authorized

assigned strength until their training cycle is complete. Therc has been

an increasc in the averago oporational strength for Infantry battalions to ‘ &

524 from 440 in hugust. The ARVI desertion rate continues on & downward
trend, with slightly lower then six poer 1000 as conprred to the national
rato of 13.63, This c:.n be attributed in part to increascd command emphasis 1’ﬂ§§

Page 5 of © P{ji{f1 ASSIFIED
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_AWNEX A (Cont'd)
}“‘and Buccessful tactical oporations within the Corps zonc, lorale continues
to be -good.
9, (C) SECURITY: An 87 percent increasc in manhours devoted to physical
seéurity has takecn place. This is a result of additional US guard posts
being provided and the requirement for around the clock security for billet i
arcas, Sccurity of U.S. billets has also been increascd by using a more !

efficient system of accountability of Vietnamcse passes and by limit:ng the

nunber of indigenous personnel given access to these areas.

&

k)
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