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Memorandum o

OPTIONAL FORM MNO. 10

%6 FOR: COMMANDING GENERAL DATE: 27 OCTOBER 1965

FROM :ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF G=3

sUBJECT: Information on VO attack of Marine Corps units at Marble Mountain

and Chu Lai on 27 October 1965,
1. A transcript of significant telephone calls from III MAF on the VG attackx;;:}mi
on Marine airfields at Marble Mountain and Chu lai are attached herewith,.
2. In a recent check (2 1900) with III MAF, the III MAF Command Center reports

the following information:

2« VC boats came over the beach north of Marble Mountain Air Facility
at BT 063753,

b. Believe that ALL damage to aircraft at Marble Mountain done by

"Sappers" (VC troops) and not by mortars,

¢. Heavy mortar fire received in the MCB~Q area, Some satchel

% De¢lassified by the Director of

C /S / Marine Corps History and Museums
in accordance with the provisions
of CNO 1tr Ser 009D323/232095 of

21 Eeb 1979 L
. PG\ el % e
..dm 3T Signature Date.Z.l\

charges were found in the MCB-Q area,
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A, HIGHLIGHTS

(1) THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS BASED ON INITIAL
REPORTS ON VC ATTACK ON MARINE POSITIONS EARLY ON 28 OCT,
THE ENEMY ACTION WAS COMPRISED OF THREE SEPARATED BUT
COORDINATED SUICIDE ATTACKS WITH SATCHEL CHARGES, UNDER
COVER OF MORTAR FIRE, AGAINST THE DANANG, MARBLE MT AND CHU
LAI AIRFIELD COMPLEXES. 1IN THE CASE OF MARBLE MT, THERE IS
EVIDENCE THAT ATTACKERS WERE IANDED BY BOAT, LOW LEVEL
INTELLIGENCE RECEIVED BY III MaF INDICATED A POSSIBILITY OF
VC ACTIVITY SOUTH OF MARBLE MOUNTAIN. A COMPANY SWEEP IN
THE AFTERNOON FOUND NOTHING,

(2) IN THE EARLY EVENING A REP ORT WAS RECEIVED BY III
MAF AT 272030H THAT A VC BN WAS MOVING OUT (F HAPPY VALLEY VIC
(AT 8568) TOWARDS DANANG, THE AREA WAS IMMEDIATELY TAKEN UNDER
FIRE BY ARTILLERY WHICH FIRED SEVERAL HUNDRED ROUNDS. IATER
3/9 AMBUSH ENGAGED AN ESTIMATED VC CO .SIZE FORCE MOVING TO-
WARDS DANANG, VIC (BT 030642). ENSUING FIRE FIGHT RESULTED
IN 15 VC KILLED, WITH REMAINDER OF FORCE DISPERSED INTO THE
NEARBY VILLAGE OF‘2$%£?Q1) VIC (AT 025635). THIS VILLAGE
ALSO TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY ARTILLERY AND SUBSEQUENTLY SEARCHED
BY 3/9 PATROLS. NO REPORTS OF RESULTS TO THIS TIME. BELIEVE
THIS AGGRESSIVE ACTION INITIATED BY 3/9 AND SUPPORTING ARTILLERY
UNITS THWARTED THE MAIN VC ATTACK AIMED AT THE DANANG AIR BASE,
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(3) AT APPROX 280005H, THE VC LAUNCHED A COORDINATED

'.u‘ —

ATTACK AGAINST MARBLE MT AF AND THE CHU LAI AIRFIELD. MARBLE
MT RECEIVED AN ESTIMATED 40-50 ROUNDS OF 60MM MORTAR FIRE,
MANY OF WHICH FELL IN MCB-9 CANTONMENT AREA, INFLICTING 60
WIA, VC MORTAR POSITIONS WERE LOCATED AND SILENCED BY 30
ROUNDS OF 105MM HOW FIRE, VC SATCHEL CHARGES WERE ALSO FOUND
IN MCB-G AREA, SEVEN VC WERE KILLED AND THREE VC WIA/CAPTURED,

(4) AT 280230 UNIDENTIFIED BOATS WERE OBSERVED OFF
BEACH AT MARBLE MT'. BOATS WERE TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY TANKS,
ARTILLERY AND ROCKETS, A FLARE PLANE IN THE AIR AT THE TIME
RAN OUT OF FLARES BEFORE RESULTS COULD BE OBSERVED, ON VC
WIA/CAPTURED STATED ON INTERROGATION THAT ALL ATTACKERS HAD
COME IN BY BOAT, (LATE RE§ORT FROM III MAF STATES THAT
BOATS LANDED VC AT (BT 063753) TO NORTH OF MARBLE MT'. AF).

(5) ATTACKING FORCE AT CHU LAI WAS STOPPED AT THE
MLR. TWO VC CAPTURED WITH SATCHEL CHARGES. VERY LITTLE
MORTAR FIRE WAS ACTUALLY RECEIVED AT THE AIR FIELD - NO
DAMAGE TO THE RUNWAY,

(6) VIET CONG CASUALTY REPORT:

MARBLE MI. 15 KIA b WIa

DANANG 15 KIA -

CHU LAI 9 KIA 2 WIA
TOTAL 39 KIA 6 WIA

(7) USMC/USN CASUALTY REPORT:

MAG-16 3 KIA 15 WIA
MCB-9 - 60 WIA
1/9 - 1 WIA
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MAG-12 - 2 WIA
4TH MAR - 2 WIA

TOTAL 3 KIA 80 WIA

IT IS ESTIMATED THAT APPROXIMATELY 50% OF WIA WILL
RETURN TO DUTY WITHIN 24 HOURS.
(8) AIRCRAFT DAMAGE REPORT:

FIVE (5) UH-34 STRIKE DAMAGE
THIRTEEN (13) UH-34 DAMAGED
SEVENTEEN (17) UH-1E STRIKE DAMAGE
FIVE (5) CH-37 DAMAGED
TWO (2) Al STRIKE DAMAGE
ONE (1) AL BRAVO DAMAGE
FOUR (4) A4 DAMAGED

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

7
iy Q,/

RESULTS OF TELICON RECEIVED w TROM TIT MAT COIGAND CENTER

AINCRATT DAMAGT:

5 - H=34 STRIKE DAMAGE
13 - H-3/ DAMAGED

2= N, STRIKE DAMAGE

4~ AJ. DAMAGED

1=~ A4 BRAVO DAMAGE

17- UHMLE STRIKE DAMAGE

5 = CH-37 DAMAGED

CASUALTY REPORT:

MAG-16 - 3 KIA AND 15 WIA
MCB-9 - 60 WIA

1/9 - 1WIA

MAG 12 - 2 WIA

LEhMAR - 2 WIA

TOTAL: 3 KIA AND 80 WIA

VG CASUALTY RIFPORT:
MARBLE MT. - 15 KIA AND 4 WIA
DANANG - 15 KIA

CiiU TAT - 9 KIA AND 2 WIA
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CORRECTD 009- DESTROY, ALL PREVIOUS ViRSTONS

TELECON FOH GEN WALT T0 GEN KDULAK]27L4300 0CT 1965

IT IS NOW LIKELY TIAT THE ATTECK “AS 10 BE A GOORDTNATHD KFPORT
AGAINST ALL THREE MARIHE AIRFIELDS, DANANG, MARBLE MT., AWD GHU IAT.

THER® 1S INDTCATION THAT IT WAS BOTH A WATYR NORNT AWD LANDPORNE
ATTACK.

LOW LEVEL JINTELLIGENCE RFCEIVED BY IIT MAF YESTERDAY GAVE A CLUE
OF SOME VG AGTTVITY SOUTH OF FARBLE M.  ARBA SWAPT BY IIT MAF AID
NOTHING FOUND.

AT 272030 ITT MAF ROGRIVED AN THTWLLIGRHCE R7ORT THAT A VG BN
WAS MOVING OUT OF HATPY VALLETL AND TOH'RD THi DIRATION OF DANAHG.

IIT MAF TOOK THE DESIGNATED REGION UNDER FIRE PY ARTILLERY. LATER 3/9
CAUGHT A CO STZE VC FORCE HAANED TN SAM: DIRECTION OF AROVE VG BN,

15 WERE KIA OUT OF THE CO SIZE FORCE. CO SIZE FORCE OF VG DISPERAED
INTO NEARBY VILLAGE, WHICH WAS TAKTN UNDZR ARTILLIRY FIRE.

QTH MARTNES NOW IN ARAA OF VILIAGH COEDUCTING SRARCH AND DYATROY.
NO REPORT OF RESULTS YilT.

LITTLE INFORMATION TO ADD TO THE CASUALITY INFO WE HAVE NQOW.

VERY LITTLE MORTAR FIR® HIT CHU IAT. THAT RPGEIVAD 'AS LUGKY TO
HIT ARIGRAFT. NO DAMAGE TO RUNWAY.

0230 UNIDENTIFIED BOATS WFRE ORSFAVED OFF BEAGH AT HARRLE MT. BOATS
WERE TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY TANKS, ARTILLORY AKD ROCKEIS. FIARE PLANE RAN
OUT OF FLARES. RESULTS WERE NOT OBSERVED. NOY REFHG RGONNOTTWRED (0730
LOCAL). |

APPROX.IMATALY 4 OF THOSE LISTAD AS WIA WILI, BE BACK ON DUTY TODAY.

PRESS WAS HELPFUL AT PRESS CONFERZNCE,., ASKED TO GO LOOK TFOR THIMSELVES

BUT NOT REPORT INPO THIEY CONSIDERED HELPFUL TO ENEMY.
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COMAND CENIER
FLEET MARLNG FORGHE, PACTIIIC

SIGNTFICANT TELIPHONE CALLS Q745 o 1200 27 OFTORFR 1965 (Cont!d)

1115 Cnllad MCCC (WARFIELD) Adviced no new info avnilnahle on VG attnolks

however are auaibing momentery report from IIL MAF,

Q0 III MAT REPORTED: 1st a'taclk 2800051, 2nd attack 2801101, 0400
WRAP-UPs 17 UH1E confirmed dostroyed; 18 Ull 343 17 demnpod, 1
destroyeds 5 =37 demeged; VC Marble Mountain 10 KIA, 3 WIA; VO
Chu Lai 3 KJA, 1 WIA; VG 9th 1oy 'LDOGM;MM" ~
Qm@g 15 KIr; M(,B-g 38 WINn; MAG-12 2 WIA; MAG-16 2 KIA, 15 WIA;
MAG=12 2 A<, r1e troyed, 1 A!.l‘% demaged, 5 A, damaged. Mavel
component personnel were in tenls saslesp and recieved heavy mortar
Incoming which accounts for thelr heavy cagunlties - pleage pras
this info to COMSERVEAC. III MAF expects deylipght roports from
units at about N645H, will have report for us about 0730 - 0800.

(LCDR Nystedt dlscussed SeanBse casuslties with COMS“RVPAC, they
indicnte closer to 66-68 MCB VIA's, with about 44°, including 15
oritical, alroedy air evaousnted) .
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TELEGON OF GEN MALT TO GEN KRULAK AND AS RELAYED T0 GEN :ANGRUM [B700Z51

1. THE VC ATT.CX "GAINST VARINZ POSITIONS WAS A THRE:Z PRONGED ATTACK
LGATNST DAMANG, MARBLE MT, 4NWD CHU LAI AT MIDNIGHT. THE MARBLE MT, ATTACK
WiS THE MOST SUCCESSFUL. THE CHU LAT ATTiCK WAS LESS SUCCESSFUL AND THE
DANANG ATTACK WAS FRUSTRATED, THE ATT.CK WAS MADE BY THE VC WITH SATCHEL
CHARGES UNDER THE COVER OF MORTAR FIRE,
2. APPROXTMATELY 40-50 ROUNDS OF 60MM FIRE RECEIVED AT MARBLE MT. THE
MORTAR WAS LOCAT=D AND 30 ROUNDS OF 105 FIRE YAS PLACED ON IT. SEVEN VO
WERE KIA, THREE VC WIA CAPTURED. ONE OF THE CAPTURED VC INDICATZID THAT THE
VG CAME INTO THE BEAGH BY BMAT.
3. AT CHU LATI THE VC ATTAZCK WAS STOFPPED AT THE MLR, THERE W:=RE 10 KIi,
1 WIA AND 2 CAPTURED VC'S WITH SATCHEL CHARGES.
4o SAME MORTAR FIRE WAS RECEIVED I THE AREA N¥AR THE AIRFIZLD AT DANANG
MAIN, ONE OF 3/9 PATROLS ON AN AMBUSH WAS HIT BY A FORCE OF VC ABOUT
COMPANY SIZE WHICH VAS HEADED TOWARD THE AIRFIELD. i’ﬁ VC WERE KIA IN THIS
ENGJUNTER. REMAINDER OF VG DISPEIRSED INTO LOCAL VILLAGE WHEN TAKEN UNDER
ARTILLERY FIRE, RESULTIS OF ARTILLERY FIRE UNKNOWN.
5. TOTAL CASUALTIES: 32 VO KIA

5 VC WIA

6 VC CAPTURED

USMC: 1 KIA
11 WIA

6. UNDER DARKNESS IT APPEARED THAT FOLLOWING AIRCRAFT WERE DAMAGED:
2 A4S

14 H 34'S
13 UH 1E'S
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CGMAND CENTER
FLEET MARIVE FORCE, PACIFIC

SIGNIFICANT TELEPHONE CALLS 0745 to 1200 27 OCTOBER 1965

Colled III MAF Command Center (MIXSON) for info on VG attncks
on Daneng Iagt/Chu Lad. He stated they were putting together
the fipgures and would call hnck, : '

MCCC (Maj GRIFFIS) called for latest attack info. Advised UPI
relenses A4N, ABN, A13N, A18N, A20N, 1st add to AZON recioved,

MCCC (Maj GRIFFIS/Col DOUSEIT). Asked for latest info inasmuch
ags JCS were In tank = informed them (ton KRUIAK had received telecon

from ITT MAT. Col DOWSEIT requested Gen KRULAK cnll Gen HANGRIMM
in JGS tank.

Gelled III MAF Command Conter. Talked to Crpt MIXS0N nnd Col
AXTELL. Gol AXTELL reported available info had juat been passed

Yo Gen KRUIAK., Repeated that 14 UH-34's and 13 UHIE's destroyod

or domaged (how much destroyed or damaged not known at this point).
Five (5) VC WIA captured and 7 KIN at Daneng Tast, 1 WIL captured

at Chu Lai. PO stated 200 VO landed by boot, Col AXTELL srid o
battalion ambush probably cought many VG. They will hnve good report
in about half on hour (need to code) ~ we will return csll,

Called MCCC (WARFIELD) to relay info that Gen KRULAK hsd possed
to Gen MANGRAM (they hrd monitored Gen KRULAKS call and had below
figures - which we verified)s

2 A/L'a destroyed or damaged

14 Ul 34's destroyed or damaged
13 HUIE's destroyed or damaged
1 KIA (USHC)

1 WIA (USHG)

32 KIA (VC)

5 WIL (VC)

6 captured (VC)

Three pronged attack on Danang Main, Donang Tast, and Chu Iai,

Danasng Manin attack thwarted by 3/9. POY stated 200 VO landed by
boat,

Called III MAF Cmd Cntr (MIXSON)., He advised they hsd not finished
coding report and would c¢ell us back immediate sg soon as it is done,
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Capt MIXSON -~ ITI MAF Command Center

Spot Report
07/8  Marble Mountain Air Facility

Hit by morter fire, SA, automatic weapons.

Eight A/C (Helos) burning

Damage control teems in area putting out fires.
Mortar fire started 280000H, lasted 20-25 minutes.
Known Msrine casualties - 2 WIA,

Penetration # unknowm

VMO area being cleared.

MAG 12 at Chu Lai has rééeived morter fire on runway and parking area.
Two aircraft burning.
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